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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

APPLICATION TO BE CERTIFIED AS A REGIONAL INFORMATION 
COORDINATION ENTITY  

 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for approval of a new information collection. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-11) 
(ICOOS Act) directed the President, acting through the National Ocean Research Leadership 
Council, to establish a National Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System (System).  
The ICOOS Act directs the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), as the 
lead Federal agency for implementing and administering the System, to “promulgate program 
guidelines to certify and integrate non-federal assets, including regional information coordination 
entities, into the System.” These Regional Information Coordination Entities (RICEs) are 
organizations that coordinate regional observing efforts; managing and operating observing 
assets, managing and distributing data, and engaging user groups in product development.  
 
In response to the ICOOS Act mandate, NOAA is developing proposed program guidelines for 
the compliance procedures and requirements for certifying Regional Information Coordination 
Entities (RICEs) in a Proposed Rule RIN 0648-BC18.  The program guidelines identify the 
process and requirements for certifying these RICEs.  Submission of an application for 
certification as a RICE is voluntary, and there is no deadline for an entity to submit an 
application to be certified.  When certified, RICEs are integrated into the System and for the 
purposes of determining liability arising from the dissemination and use of observation data shall 
be considered part of NOAA, and with respect to tort liability, designated employees of the 
RICE will be deemed to be an employee of the Federal Government. 
 
RICEs need not be certified under the ICOOS Act. A RICE that chooses not to pursue 
certification would not be integrated into the System, and therefore the civil liability provision 
stated in § 12304(e) of the ICOOS Act would not apply to the RICE.  As stated in NOAA 
Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO), NOAA-NOS-IOOS-2011-2001515, used to solicit 
competing proposals to further U.S. IOOS, funded entities “will be expected to seek certification 
to become a member of U.S. IOOS after the certification process is published.”  The FFO 
competition is a competitive process, and certification brings no guarantee of future funding.  
Conversely, lack of certification does not preclude a RICE from receiving funding. 
 
The program guidelines require that evidence be provided to NOAA to demonstrate that the 
RICE has met the certification requirements.  NOAA must be able to ensure that the RICE has 
the organizational structure and operational procedures in place to extend the civil liability 
provision to these entities.   
 

https://www.google.com/search?client=gmail&rls=gm&q=Integrated%20Coastal%20and%20Ocean%20Observation%20System%20Act%20of%202009
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It is expected that there will be the eleven entities, those that currently coordinate the regional 
ocean and coastal observing system efforts of the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System 
(IOOS), that will pursue certification as a RICE.  These are the eleven entities that have 
cooperative agreements with NOAA IOOS to coordinate and manage U.S. IOOS efforts at the 
regional level.  Some information that is provided to NOAA IOOS as part of these cooperative 
agreements (e.g. annual budgets, Principal Investigator resumes, and work priorities) will also 
serve as evidence for the purposes of certification. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The information provided by a RICE applying for certification will be used by NOAA IOOS 
staff to determine if the RICE has successfully met the requirements to be certified as outlined in 
the program guidelines.  A RICE will be asked to either document or describe how they meet the 
governance and management criteria necessary to coordinate non‐federal assets in order to fulfill 
the purposes of the ICOOS Act.  There are no questions as part of the certification process, only 
requests to provide either a description of an existing process or procedure or documentation of 
an existing document that provides evidence that the RICE has successfully demonstrated that 
they are in compliance with the certification requirement. 
 
For the purposes of the information necessary to prove compliance with the certification 
requirements, the program guidelines state,   
 

“when the verb “describe” is used it indicates that the RICE shall give an account in text 
that responds to the requirement.  This text shall contain sufficient information to 
demonstrate how the RICE meets the certification requirement.  The RICE may include a 
link(s) to additional information.  When the verb “document” is used, it indicates that the 
RICE shall furnish a document(s) that responds to the requirement.  A text statement 
accompanying the document(s) will normally be necessary to provide context for the 
document(s) and to demonstrate how the RICE meets the certification requirement.  The 
RICE may include a link to a document in the accompanying text statement.” 

 
Additionally, “[D]ocumentation that addresses the certification requirements may include 
references to existing RICE documents.  All documents and materials may be submitted directly 
to the U.S. IOOS Program Office or made accessible for public viewing on the RICE’s website.” 
 
The program guidelines specifically require information on the following from each RICE 
pursuing certification: 

• Organizational Structure 
o Membership Policy 

• Strategic Operational Plan 
o Background and Context 
o Goals and Objectives 
o Operational Plan for the Observing System 
o Development of a Strategy to Sustain and Enhance the System 
o Data Management and Communications (DMAC) Plan  
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o Budget  Plan 
• Gaps Identification 
• Financial Oversight 

 
The information that is submitted by the RICE will be reviewed by NOAA IOOS staff to 
determine compliance with the detailed requirements of the program guidelines for each of these 
sections.   
 
Certification is for a term of five years, and after five years, the RICE may request renewal of 
certification by resubmitting the application form, updating it as needed.  Should a RICE desire 
to remain certified, it will have to go through the application process only every five years. 
 
NOAA IOOS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA IOOS decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106 554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The application form requesting approval as a certified RICE is a fillable and printable pdf form 
that will be available for download (along with related instructions) from the U.S. IOOS website 
at ioos.gov/certification.  The form includes text boxes for responses describing or demonstrating 
how the applicant meets each of the certification requirements. The form may be signed 
electronically and it and all supporting documentation are expected to be emailed. 
 
The form was developed to ease both the entry of information by the applicant and the review of 
the application material by the program staff.  Guidance is provided on the appropriate level of 
detail and information that is requested.  Applicants for certification are expected to be 
organizations that specialize in information technology and should have easy access to the 
internet. 
 
All final decisions regarding certification will be made publically available on the U.S. IOOS 
website at ioos.gov/certification. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There are no duplications in the information request; the program guidelines for the certification 
of RICEs are unique requirements.  The program guidelines allow the RICE to take advantage of 
existing information that was provided to NOAA through their cooperative agreements, by 
pointing to this information.  These cooperative agreements are for five years and were awarded 
under Funding Opportunity Number NOAA-NOS-IOOS-2011-2002515. 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The information collection will not have a significant impact on a substantial number of small 
entities. Respondents will be not-for-profit organizations or consortiums established by 
Memorandum of Agreement that represent academic, private, governmental, tribal, and non-
governmental sectors.  The minimum amount of information necessary to determine compliance 
with the certification requirements are requested in this information collection. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The ICOOS Act directs the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), as the 
lead Federal agency for implementing and administering the System, to “promulgate program 
guidelines to certify and integrate non-federal assets, including regional information coordination 
entities, into the System.”  Failure to collect the necessary information from the applicants will 
make it impossible to determine if they are in compliance with the requirements of certification, 
as the ICOOS Act requires.  Since certification lasts for five years, failure to collect this 
information at a five year interval will result in NOAA not having the relevant information 
necessary to make a decision on whether to recertify a RICE. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not applicable.   
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, RIN 0648-BC18, will be published for public comment, 
coincident with this submission.  There are eleven RICEs that NOAA expects may choose to 
pursue certification.  These eleven RICEs are the Regional Associations (RAs) that receive 
funding from NOAA to coordinate and manage U.S. IOOS activities at the regional level.  
NOAA IOOS has worked closely with the Regional Association Executive Directors and the 
Executive Director of the National Federation of Regional Associations for Coastal and Ocean 
Observing, the organization that represents the network of RAs, to ensure that the certification 
requirements and application process are both credible and reasonable given the benefits 
afforded by certification and the size and scope of the RAs. 
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9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Not applicable.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
No promise of confidentiality is given. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
It is expected that there will be a total of eleven applicants, corresponding to those entities that 
currently coordinate the regional ocean and coastal observing system efforts of the U.S. 
Integrated Ocean Observing System, that will pursue certification as a RICE.  Once approved, a 
RICE is certified for five years, therefore, each applicant will only submit a single response to 
this information request over the duration of the PRA approval. 
 
Since the PRA approval will be for three years, we estimate that the annual number of 
respondents will be four applicants per year.  The response time for each applicant is estimated 
to be 293 hours, or a total of 1,172 hours annually for the estimated four applicants per year. 
 
The burden of effort associated with the collection of information is needed to demonstrate that 
the necessary policies, standards, data, information, and services to function in the role of a 
RICE, are appropriately established, coordinated, overseen and enforced.   
 
When certified, a RICE is incorporated into the System and for the purposes of determining 
liability arising from the dissemination and use of observation data shall be considered part of 
NOAA, and with respect to tort liability, designated employees of the RICE will be deemed to be 
employees of the Federal Government. 
 
This extension of civil liability protection to certified RICEs makes it important that there are 
requirements to ensure that appropriate data quality practices are followed.  The majority of the 
effort associated with the information request involves describing and demonstrating that best 
practices for the collection, management, and distribution of data are used by the RICE.  The 
RICE must prove that they are following established quality assurance practices for data 
collection and have quality control steps in place prior to distributing the data are important steps 
for ensuring data quality.  
 
The information collection will use a single form.  Table 1 breaks down the level of effort by 
task, for each applicant, with an estimated cost (this will be staff time only) per task.  Table 2 
breaks down the expected level of effort by each applicant, in meeting the certification 
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requirements as identified in the sections of the program guidelines (does not include the 16 
hours to read guidelines, conduct the initial analysis of requirements, enter text into the 
application form, make links live and/or attach documents, and send to NOAA IOOS). 
 
Table 1 

Task 
Estimated Hours per 

Applicant Avg. Cost ($40/hr) 
Read guidelines 2 $80  
Initial analysis of requirements 5 $200  
Assemble existing info 21 $840  
Draft new text 256 $10,240  
Enter text into application form 5 $200  
Make links live and/or attach 
documents 2 $80  
Send to Program Office 2 $80  
Total hours 293 $11,720  
 
Table 2 

 
Estimate of effort and cost per applicant to address each Program Guidelines Section* 

Section Assemble Draft Total Notes 
Avg. cost 
($40/hr) 

3.1.2(a-c) 1 2 3    $     120.00  
3.1.2(d) 1 5 6    $     240.00  
3.1.2(e) 1 10 11    $     440.00  
3.1.3 1 1 2    $        80.00  
3.2.2 2 4 6    $     240.00  
3.2.3 1 1 2    $        80.00  
3.2.4(a) 1 0 1    $        40.00  
3.2.4(b) 1 1 2    $        80.00  
3.2.4(c) 1 2 3    $     120.00  
3.2.4(d) 2 15 17    $     680.00  
3.2.5 2 10 12    $     480.00  
3.2.6(a) 1 2 3    $     120.00  
3.2.6(b)(i) 1 20 21 2hrs each x 10 data streams  $     840.00  
3.2.6(b)(ii)   80 80 8hrs each x 10 data streams  $  3,200.00  
3.2.6(c)   24 24    $     960.00  
3.2.6(d)   8 8    $     320.00  
3.2.6(e)   40 40    $  1,600.00  
3.2.7 1 10 11    $     440.00  
3.3.2 2 20 22    $     880.00  
3.4.2 2 1 3    $     120.00  
Totals (hrs) 21 256 277*   $      11,080.00  

* Total does not include 16 hours to read guidelines, conduct the initial analysis of requirements, enter text into the 
application form, make links live and/or attach documents, and send to NOAA IOOS. 
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
We expect that all information will be emailed to NOAA IOOS; thus, there will be no 
reporting/recordkeeping costs. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Staff will review the applications as part of regular duties as identified in their performance 
plans. Each application will be reviewed twice, by different staff.  We estimate to do this level of 
review will require 50 hours total per application.  We expect a total of eleven RICEs will apply 
for certification.  Since the PRA approval will be for three years, we estimate that the annual 
number of respondents will be four applicants per year.  Based on four applicants per year, 50 
hours review time per application, and an average staff pay per hour of $47.50, the annual cost to 
the Federal government is $9,500. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new program. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Not Applicable 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
The proposed collection does not employ statistical methods. 



 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION AS A REGIONAL INFORMATION COORDINATION ENTITY 
 
1.  Type of Application:  
 New Renewal Revision 

2.  Applicant Information: 

Legal Name:   

Address: 

Street 1: 

Street 2: 

City: 

State: 

Zip Code: 

3.  Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this 
application: 

Prefix: 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Title: 

Organizational Affiliation: 

Telephone Number: 

Fax Number: 

Email: 
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 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Directions: 
For the purposes of these certification guidelines, when the verb “describe” is used it indicates 
that the RICE shall give an account in text that responds to the requirement.  This text shall 
contain sufficient information to demonstrate how the RICE satisfies the certification 
requirement.  The RICE may include a link(s) to additional information.  When the verb 
“document” is used, it indicates that the RICE shall furnish a document(s) that responds to the 
requirement.  A text statement accompanying the document(s) will normally be necessary to 
provide context for the document(s) and to demonstrate how the RICE satisfies the certification 
requirement.  The RICE may include a link to a document in the accompanying text statement. 
 
Documentation that addresses the certification requirements may include references to existing 
RICE documents.  All documents and materials may be submitted directly to the U.S. IOOS 
Program Office or made accessible for public viewing on the RICE’s website.   

§997.21  Organizational Structure 
 (b)  The application shall: 

1) Describe the RICE’s organizational structure (e.g., 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization, establishment via MOU or MOA).   

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 
 
 
 

2) Document the RICE’s ability to satisfy applicable legal criteria for accepting and 
disbursing funds, and entering into agreements. Sufficient documentation may be 
provided in the form of: 1) evidence of a current grant, cooperative agreement, or 
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 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

contract in good standing with the Federal government; or 2) evidence of fiscal 
agreements, standard operating procedures for financial activities, and proof of an 
audit process. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

3) Document the RICE’s measures for addressing issues of accountability and 
liability.  For this criterion, accountability and liability refer to the RICE’s 
governance and management activities. Sufficient documentation may be 
provided in the form of 1) a conflict of interest policy for the Governing Board or 
governing body, which clearly states that a member of the governing board will 
declare any conflict of interest he or she may have and will recuse him or herself 
from associated funding decisions that may result in the Board member or a direct 
family member benefiting financially, and 2) a policy statement in the RICE’s by-
laws that addresses liability issues. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

4) Describe the process the RICE uses to set priorities for distributing funds (e.g., 
requirement for Governing Board or governing body approval when responding to 
funding opportunities or adjusting to funding level changes in existing 
agreements); and 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

3 
 



 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 
 

 
 

5) Document the by-laws, signed articles of agreement, or any binding agreements 
that demonstrate how the RICE establishes and maintains a Governing Board or 
governing body.  The documentation shall demonstrate: 

i. How the composition of the Governing Board or governing body is 
selected and how it is representative of regional ocean observing interests.  
NOAA defines “representative” in this specific context to include 
geographic, sector, expertise, and stakeholder considerations. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 
 

 
 

ii. How and with what frequency the RICE solicits and receives advice on 
RICE participant diversity, stakeholder coordination, and engagement 
strategies, to ensure the provision of data and information that satisfy the 
needs of user groups.  

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

iii. How the RICE collects and assesses user feedback to gauge the 
effectiveness of the regional system and subsystems in satisfying user 
needs, and how the RICE responds to this user feedback in setting its 
priorities.  Sufficient documentation may be provided in the form of a 
description of the method the RICE uses in its annual planning process to 
assess priorities among the identified user needs in the region and to 
respond to those user needs, and 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  
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 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

iv. Steps the RICE takes to ensure decisions on priorities and overall regional 
system design are transparent and available.  At a minimum, RICE 
priorities and regional system design decisions shall be made accessible 
for public viewing on the RICE’s website. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

§997.22  Membership Policy 
The application shall describe: 
(a)  The process by which individuals or organizations may formally participate in the 

governance activities of the RICE;  
(b)  The rights and responsibilities of this participation; 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

(c)  The process by which the RICE strives for organizational diversity through intra-regional 
geographic representation, and diversity of activities and interests from both public and 
private sectors; and  

(d)  How the RICE allows for participation from adjacent regions or nations.  
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 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

§997.23  Strategic Operational Plan 
(b)  Background and Context 

The Strategic Operational Plan shall contain a Background and Context section that 
describes: 

1) The role of the RICE in furthering the development of the regional component of 
the System; 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
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Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

2) The process by which the RICE updates the Strategic Operational Plan at least 
once every five years and how the RICE seeks inputs from the broader user 
community; and 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

3) The RICE’s primary partners and any contributing observing systems.  For the 
purposes of § 997.23, NOAA defines a primary partner as any organization or 
individual that contributes significant staff time, funding or other resources to 
project activities.  This is not an exhaustive list of all RICE partners but the 
primary partners the RICE is working with on a given project. 
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Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

(c)  Goals and Objectives 
The Strategic Operational Plan shall contain a Goals and Objective section that describe: 

1) How the RICE addresses marine operations; coastal hazards; ecosystems, 
fisheries and water quality; and climate variability and change; and 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
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 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

 
2) The major objectives that guide the RICE’s priorities for data collection and 

management, development of products and services, research and development, 
and education and outreach. 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

 
(d)  Operational Plan for the Observing System 
 The Strategic Operational Plan shall include or reference an Operational Plan for the 
Observing System that: 

1) Describes the desired outcomes of the observing system; 
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Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

2) Describes the elements of the operational integrated observing system that will 
deliver those outcomes; 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
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Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

3) Documents to NOAA’s satisfaction that the individual(s) responsible for RICE 
operations has the necessary qualifications and possesses relevant professional 
education and work experience to deliver observations successfully. At a 
minimum the Strategic Operational Plan shall: 

i. Identify the individual(s) responsible for overall RICE management;  
ii. Identify, as applicable, the individual(s) responsible for observations 

system management across the region; 
iii. Provide the curriculum vitae for each identified individual; and 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

iv. Identify the procedures used to evaluate the capability of the individual(s) 
identified in subsection §997.23(d)(3) to conduct the assigned duties 
responsibly; and 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

4) Describes how the RICE manages ongoing regional system operations and 
maintenance.  At a minimum the Strategic Operational Plan shall: 

i. Describe the RICE’s standard operating procedures for calibrating, 
validating, operating, and maintaining equipment owned and/or operated 
by the RICE regularly and in accordance with manufacturer guidance or 
industry best practice.  Equipment is defined in §997.1; and  
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Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

ii. Describe the RICE’s standard operating procedures for maintaining 
equipment inventories, shipping logs and instrument history logs for 
equipment owned and/or operated by the RICE. 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
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 OMB Control Number: 0648-0672 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2017 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

(e)  Development of a Strategy to Sustain and Enhance the System 
The Strategic Operational Plan shall describe its strategy for balancing changes in 
regional priorities with the need to maintain established data sets, the primary value of 
which may be in their long-term records.  At a minimum the description shall: 

1) Identify the guiding principles that inform the strategy; 
2) Reference and show connections to a long-term (five-to-ten-year) regional Build-

out Plan for the full implementation of the regional observing system based on the 
RICE’s priorities and identified user needs; and  

3) Relate the annual planning process the RICE uses to review its priorities in light 
of funding levels and its plans for system enhancement as outlined in the regional 
Build-out Plan. 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

(f)  Data Management and Communications (DMAC) Plan  
The Strategic Operational Plan shall include or reference a DMAC plan that: 
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1) Documents to NOAA’s satisfaction that the individual(s) responsible for 
management of data operations for the RICE has the necessary technical skills, 
and possesses relevant professional education and work experience to support 
DMAC capabilities and functionality for the System.  At a minimum the DMAC 
Plan shall: 

i. Identify the individual(s) responsible for the coordination and 
management of observation data across the region; 

ii. Provide the curriculum vitae for the identified individual(s); and 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
  

iii. Identify the procedures used to evaluate the capability of the individual(s) 
identified in subsection §997.23(f)(1) to conduct the assigned duties 
responsibly. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

2) Describes how data are ingested, managed and distributed, including a description 
of the flow of data through the RICE data assembly center from the source to the 
public dissemination/access mechanism. The description shall include any 
transformations or modifications of data along the data flow pathway including, 
but not limited to, format translations or aggregations of component data streams 
into an integrated product.   

Description (approx. 200 words) 
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Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 

3) Describes the data quality control procedures that have been applied to data, not 
obtained through a federal data source, that are distributed by the RICE.  All data 
shall be quality controlled and QARTOD procedures shall be employed for data 
with QARTOD manuals.  For each data stream, describe the quality control 
procedure applied to the data, by the RICE or other named entity, between the 
data’s collection and publication by the RICE.  The description will also include a 
reference to the procedure used.   

Description (approx. 200 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

4) Adheres to the NOAA Data Sharing Procedural Directive.1  The System is an 
operational system; therefore the RICE should strive to provide as much data as 
possible, in real-time or near real-time, to support the operation of the System.  
When data are collected in part or in whole with funds distributed to a RICE 
through the U.S. IOOS Program Office, the RICE should strive to make the data 

1 NOAA Data Sharing Policy for Grants and Cooperative Agreements Procedural Directive, Version 2.0 
https://www.nosc.noaa.gov/EDMC/documents/EDMC_PD-DSPNG_final_v2.pdf 
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available as soon as logistically feasible for each data stream.  When data are not 
collected with funds distributed to a RICE through the U.S. IOOS Program 
Office, the data may be made available in accordance with any agreement made 
with the data provider.  

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

5) Describes how the RICE will implement data management protocols promulgated 
by the IOOC and the U.S. IOOS Program Office in a reasonable and timely 
manner as defined for each protocol; and 

Description (approx. 200 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

6) Documents the RICE’s data archiving process or describes how the RICE intends 
to archive data at a national archive center (e.g., NODC, NGDC, NCDC) in a 
manner that follows guidelines outlined by that center. Documentation shall be in 
the form of a Submission Agreement, Submission Information Form (SIF) or 
other, similar data producer-archive agreement.            

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  
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(g)  Budget Plan 
The Strategic Operational Plan shall include or reference a Budget Plan that: 

1) Identifies who supports the RICE financially;  
2) Identifies how RICE priorities guide funding decisions; and 
3) Assesses funding constraints and the associated risks to the observing System that 

the RICE must address for the future. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

§997.24  Gaps Identification 
(b)  The application shall 

1) Document that the RICE’s asset inventory contains up-to-date information. This 
could be demonstrated by a database or portal accessible for public viewing and 
capable of producing a regional summary of observing capacity; 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

2) Provide a regional Build-out Plan that identifies the regional priorities for 
products and services, based on its understanding of regional needs, and a 
description of the integrated system (observations, modeling, data management, 
product development, outreach, and R&D).  The RICE shall review and update 
the Build-out Plan at least once every five years; and 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

3)   Document the priority regional gaps in observation coverage needs, as determined 
by an analysis of the RICE asset inventory and Build-out Plan.  The RICE shall 
review and update the analysis of priority regional gaps in observation coverage 
needs at least once every five years. 
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Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 
 

 
§997.25  Financial Oversight 

(b)  The application shall document compliance with the terms and conditions set forth in 
2 CFR Part 215 – Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements with 
Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-profit Organizations, Subpart 
C – Post Award Requirements.  Subpart C prescribes standards for financial management 
systems, among others.  (Compliance with this criterion can be demonstrated by 
referencing any existing grant, cooperative agreement, or contract the RICE has with 
NOAA.) 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 

(c)  The RICE shall document annually the RICE’s operating and maintenance costs for all 
observing platforms and sensors, etc., owned and/or operated by the RICE.  This 
information shall be made available to NOAA upon request. 

Documentation – Please provide a brief contextual statement, with relevant URL, and any details 
on how the information can be accessed (document section and/or page number)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature         Date 
 
*By signing this application, I certify that the statements herein are true, complete and accurate 
to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required assurances and agree to comply with 
any resulting terms if I accept certification.  I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent 
statements or claims may subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, 
Title 218, Section 1001) 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 290 hours per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
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gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Dave Easter, NOAA National Ocean Service, 1100 Wayne Avenue, 
Suite 1225, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall 
any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  
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Executive	Summary	
This report provides the criteria to be certified as a regional governance entity with the associated civil 
liability protection arising from the dissemination and use of  IOOS data.  In order to be  integrated  into 
IOOS, an entity must demonstrate certain attributes and meet requirements called out in the Integrated 
Coastal and Ocean Observing System Act of 2009 (ICOOS Act). The criteria in this document have been 
formally adopted by  the  IOOC as  the  final non‐federal certification criteria. NOAA, as  the  lead  federal 
agency for IOOS, will provide program guidelines to direct certification applicants at a later date. 

To be  certified an applicant must meet  the Governance and Management  criteria which addresses a 
RICE’s  organizational  requirements.  These  requirements  are  based  on  historical  Regional  Association 
management documents and map to the  five  legislative requirements  for RICEs  in the  ICOOS Act. The 
five  categories  include:  Organizational  Structure,  Gaps  Identification,  Strategic  Operational  Plan, 
Partnership Collaboration, and Financial Oversight. Meeting the criteria is necessary to coordinate non‐
federal assets in order to fulfill regional observation missions and priorities.    

Upon meeting the specific criteria, entities will have demonstrated their ability to sustain organizational 
capacity  and  supply quality data necessary  for operating under  the  auspices of  IOOS. Advantages  to 
becoming  certified  include  federal  liability  protection  for  the  use  of  their  data  as  well  as  ancillary 
benefits when  engaging  in  requests  or  proposals,  the  entity  can  advertise  that  they  have  received 
federal approval.  
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Introduction	
 
By definition  in the  ICOOS Act, RICEs are responsible for coordinating State, Federal,  local, and private 
interests  at  a  regional  level  and engaging  the private  and public  sectors  in designing, operating,  and 
improving  regional coastal and ocean observing  systems  in order  to ensure  the provision of data and 
information  that meet  the  needs  of  user  groups  from  the  respective  regions.    The  IOOC  therefore 
focused on identifying governance and management criteria necessary to coordinate non‐federal assets 
in  order  to  fulfill  regional  observation missions  and  priorities.      The  criteria  and  related  information 
presented in the following sections are linked directly to the ICOOS Act.   
 
Governance refers to the regional representation of stakeholder interests, and is the organizational body 
that directs and oversees management so the regional system achieves desired outcomes. Management 
refers to the group of people who are given the authority by the governing body to achieve results and 
defines the actions they take to do so. This includes assuring that the necessary policies, standards, data, 
information,  and  services  associated  with  the  IOOS  sub‐systems  are  appropriately  established, 
coordinated,  overseen  and  enforced.  The  governance  and management  functions of  each RICE must 
improve  the  Nation’s  capability  to measure,  track,  explain,  and  predict  events  related  directly  and 
indirectly  to  weather  and  climate  change,  natural  climate  variability,  and  interactions  between  the 
oceanic  and  atmospheric  environments  along  the US Oceans, Coasts,  and Great  Lakes,  and promote 
regional‐to‐national scale innovation and system improvements. Since the coastal component of IOOS is 
comprised of a national network of  regional systems, both  the  regional governance and management 
bodies are accountable to the larger U.S. IOOS program. 
 
The IOOC researched other  models for governance and management certification, considered historical 
IOOS documents  such as  the System Development Plan  (2006) and  the Regional Association Maturity 
Index  (2010),  along  with  other  previously  developed,  but  not  adopted  or  implemented,  regional 
certification  criteria.    This  helped  shape  IOOC  deliberations  and  clarified  not  only  what  was  being 
certified,  but  also  what  was  required  for  certification.    The  IOOC  developed  governance  and 
management  criteria within  the  context  of  the  five  provisions  contained  in  the  ICOOS  Act    section 
12304(c)(4), which requires that a certified RICE: 

1. Demonstrate  an  organizational  structure  capable  of  gathering  required  System  observation 
data,  supporting  and  integrating  all  aspects  of  coastal  and  ocean  observing  and  information 
programs  within  a  region  and  that  reflects  the  needs  of  State  and  local  governments, 
commercial  interests, and other users and beneficiaries of the System and other requirements 
specified under this subtitle and the System Plan;  
 

2. Identify gaps in observation coverage needs for capital improvements of Federal assets and non‐
Federal assets of the System, or other recommendations to assist in the development of annual 
and  long‐terms  plans  and  transmit  such  information  to  the  Interagency  Ocean  Observing 
Committee via the Program Office; 
 

3. Develop  and  operate  under  a  Strategic  Operational  Plan  that  will  ensure  the  efficient  and 
effective  administration  of  programs  and  assets  to  support  daily  data  observations  for 
integration into the System, pursuant to the standards approved by the Council; 



 
5 

 
4. Work cooperatively with governmental and non‐governmental entities  to  identify and provide 

information products of  the System  for multiple users within  the  service area of  the  regional 
information coordination entities; and  
 

5. Comply with  all  financial  oversight  requirements  established  by  the  Administrator,  including 
requirements relating to audits.  

 

Once an entity is certified as a RICE, they will be a designated non‐Federal IOOS regional partner. With 
regard to governance, a RICE must: 
 

 

 Exist  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  interests  and  needs  related  to  the  collection,  use,  and 
dissemination  of  coastal  and  ocean  observations  and  related  data  and  products  within  a 
specified geographic region.  
 

 Be  responsible  for  engaging both  the public  and private  sector  in  the design, operation,  and 
improvement of a regional coastal ocean observing system. 
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Certification	Criteria	

I. Organizational	Structure	

Section  12304(c)(4)(A)(i)  Demonstrate  an  organizational  structure  capable  of 
gathering required System observation data, supporting and integrating all aspects of 
coastal  and  ocean  observing  and  information  programs  within  a  region  and  that 
reflects  the  needs  of  State  and  local  governments,  commercial  interests,  and  other 
users  and  beneficiaries  of  the  System  and  other  requirements  specified  under  this 
subtitle and the System Plan; 

 
To demonstrate  this  requirement,  the RICE must meet  the  criteria below as prescribed by  the NOAA 
program guidelines; 
 

1. Show documentation of an organizational structure: 
a. Pursuant  to  the article of  incorporation  in  the home state, or binding agreement  that 

includes a legal mechanism for: 
i. Accepting  and  disbursing  funds,  that  includes  the  establishment  and  use  of 

criteria  for  distributing  funds  based  on  a  well‐defined  system  for  setting 
observing system priorities; 

ii. Entering into contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements; 
iii. Addressing issues of accountability and liability. 

b. Create  and  maintain  a  representative  Governing  Board  with  the  power  and 
responsibility to ensure its autonomy.  The Governing Board shall: 

i. Operate  with  bylaws,  signed  articles  of  agreement,  or  similarly  binding 
agreements that: 

1. Provide  for  the  formulation  and  implementation  of  a  Strategic 
Operational Plan and budget, as described  in Section II and the System 
Plan, Appendix F; 

2. Provide procedures for calling meetings of the Board, decision‐making, 
establishing policies, and amending by‐laws. 

ii. Articulate a process used to solicit/receive advice on RICE membership diversity, 
stakeholder  coordination  and  engagement  strategies,  and  requirements  to 
ensure  the  provision  of  data  and  information  that  meet  the  needs  of  user 
groups; 

iii. Describe methods for assessing user satisfaction with the system,  including the 
adequacy  of  the  system  and  subsystems  to meet  needs;  and  procedures  for 
responding to user feedback 

iv. Ensure decisions about  the priorities and  the overall design of  the  system are 
transparent and available; 
 

2. Devise and adopt a Membership policy that: 
a. Articulates  the  process  by which  individuals  or  organizations may  become members, 

maintain  their  membership,  or  lose  their  membership,  including  qualification  for 
membership, categories of membership, and rights and responsibilities of membership; 
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b. Strives  for organizational diversity  to  include  intra‐regional geographic  representation, 
and a diversity of member activities and interests from both public and private sectors; 

c. Allows for non‐voting or advisory members from adjacent regions or nations. 
 

II. Strategic	Operational	Plan	

Section 12304(c)(4)(A)(iii) develop and operate under a strategic operational plan that 
will  ensure  the  efficient  and  effective  administration  of  programs  and  assets  to 
support  daily  data  observations  for  integration  into  the  System,  pursuant  to  the 
standards approved by the Council; 

 
To demonstrate this requirement a RICE must develop a Strategic Operational Plan which fully describes 
the  operations  of  the  regional  coastal  ocean  observing  system,  including  specific  subsystems,  and 
consists of the following: 
 

1. Background and Context, including a description of: 
a. The role of the RICE in the region and within  U.S. IOOS 
b. The processes that will be used to update and maintain the Strategic Operational Plan 
c. The primary RICE assets and partners 

 
2. Goals and Objectives of the RICE, including a description of: 

a. How the observing system will serve to meet IOOS societal goals in the region; 
b. The  major  objectives  that  address  priorities  for  data  collection  and  management, 

development of products and services,  research and development, and education and 
outreach to meet user needs and improve system capacity. 

 
3. Operational Plan for the Observing System, including a description of: 

a. How  the  individual  elements‐‐data  collection  and  management,  development  of 
products and services,  research and development, and education and outreach‐‐come 
together as an integrated system; 

b. A  strategy  for  ongoing  system  operations  that  demonstrates  those  responsible  for 
current  and  future  operations  have  appropriate  skills  and  experience  to  successfully 
deliver observations; 

c. A  strategy  for  ongoing  system  operations  that  demonstrates  proper  equipment 
management procedures including the nature and schedule for calibration, testing, and 
other quality management factors; 
 

4. A  development  strategy  to  sustain  and  enhance  the  system  that  balances  long‐term 
observations with changing user needs and requirements.  
 

5. Data Management and Communications (DMAC) Plan, including a description of: 
a. Documentation  of  the  personnel  and  processes  dedicated  to  data  management  to 

ensure data usability, documentation, quality, preservation, and accessibility; 
b. Data  sharing policy  including any  special exceptions  to an open data  sharing policy or 

any ethical or  intellectual property  issues that must be  independently managed by the 
RICE; 
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c. The Council approved protocols that have been adopted by the RICE to  integrate data 
into the System;  

d. Documentation of a strategy to address how data collected by the RICE is preserved for 
future users and is independently understandable by them. 
 

6. Budget  Plan: 
a. The RICE shall annually  update its budget plan to include a description of: 

i. The current and projected sources of funding and in‐kind support;   
ii. The plans and strategies for diversifying the funding base; 
iii. The  apportionment  of  funding  across  all  RICE  activities,  and  project  future 

funding shortfalls and associated risks. 

III. Gaps	Identification	

Section  12304(c)(4)(A)(ii)  identify  gaps  in  observation  coverage  needs  for  capital 
improvements  of  Federal  assets  and  non‐Federal  assets  of  the  System,  or  other 
recommendations  to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  annual  and  long‐term  plans 
created  pursuant  to  subsection  (c)(2)(A)(i)  and  transmit  such  information  to  the 
Interagency Ocean Observing Committee via the Program Office;	

	
To demonstrate this requirement, the RICE must: 
	

1. Identify gaps in observation coverage within the region  by: 
a. Identifying  gaps  in  the  spatial  and  temporal  coverage  of  the  existing  observation 

network, both  federal and non‐federal, and  including  in the Strategic Operational Plan 
priorities and options for addressing these gaps. 

 

IV. Financial	Oversight	

Section 12304(c)(4)(A)(	v) comply with all financial oversight requirements established 
by the Administrator, including requirements relating to audits; 

	
To demonstrate this requirement, the RICE must; 
	

1. Fulfill  requirements  for  financial  oversight  and  compliance  including  audits  detailed  in  the 
grant, contract, Cooperative Agreement or other vehicle for the exchange of funds.   

2. Document, the budget for operating and maintaining regional observation assets, platforms, 
sensors, etc. owned and operated by the RICE. 
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Appendix	A.	Definitions	
 
Criteria:  
Standards on which a judgment or decision may be based. 
 
Data Management Maturity Criteria:  
Standards reflecting the quality and validity of data. 
 
Federal Assets:  
All  relevant non‐classified civilian coastal and ocean observations,  technologies, and related modeling,  research, 
data management, basic and applied  technology research and development, and public education and outreach 
programs, that are managed by federal agencies. 
 
Non‐Federal Assets:  
All  relevant  coastal  and  ocean  observation  technologies,  related  basic  and  applied  technology  research  and 
development, and public education and outreach programs that are integrated into the System and are managed 
through States,  tribes or  tribal government, regional organizations, universities, nongovernmental organizations, 
or the private sector. 
 
Program Office:  
Within  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration,  an  Integrated Ocean Observing  Program  Office 
utilizes  personnel  from member  agencies  participating  on  the  Interagency  Ocean  Observation  Committee,  to 
oversee daily operations and coordination of the System. 
 
Regional Coastal Ocean Observing System (RCOOS):  
A network of observations, DMAC, data analysis and modeling  that  links  the needs of users  to observations of 
coastal marine and estuarine environments and the Great Lakes on regional scales. This definition is located in the 
System Plan in Appendix B. 
 
Regional Information Coordination Entities:  
An organizational body  that  is  certified or established by  contract or memorandum by  the  lead Federal agency 
designated  in  the  Integrated  Coastal  and Ocean Observation  System  Act  of  2009,  and  that  coordinates  State, 
Federal,  local, and private  interests at a regional  level with  the responsibility of engaging  the private and public 
sectors in designing, operating, and improving regional coastal and ocean observing systems in order to ensure the 
provision of data and information that meet the needs of user groups from the respective regions.   
 
System Elements:  
A national system  that contains:  (A) Federal assets  to  fulfill national and  international observation missions and 
priorities;  (B)  non‐Federal  assets,  including  a  network  of  regional  information  coordination  entities,  to  fulfill 
regional observation missions and priorities; (C) data management, communication, and modeling systems for the 
timely  integration  and  dissemination  of  data  and  information  products  from  the  System;  (D)  a  research  and 
development  program.  The  research  and  development  program  consists  of  (i)  basic  and  applied  research  and 
technology development to improve understanding of coastal and ocean systems and their relationships to human 
activities  and  to  ensure  improvement  of  operational  assets  and  products,  including  related  infrastructure, 
observing  technologies, and  information and data processing and management  technologies; and(ii)  large  scale 
computing resources and research to advance modeling of coastal and ocean processes. 
 
System Plan:  
Ocean. US Publication No. 9, The First Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Development Plan. 
 
Verification:  
The process to establish the truth, accuracy, or reality of a claim; e.g. that of data quality.   
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Appendix	B.	Relevant	ICOOS	Act	Sections	
 
Section 12303(6):  
IN GENERAL‐ The term `regional information coordination entity' means an organizational body that is certified or 
established  by  contract  or memorandum  by  the  lead  Federal  agency  designated  in  section  12304(c)(3)  of  this 
subtitle and  coordinates State, Federal,  local, and private  interests at a  regional  level with  the  responsibility of 
engaging  the  private  and  public  sectors  in  designing,  operating,  and  improving  regional  coastal  and  ocean 
observing systems  in order to ensure the provision of data and  information that meet the needs of user groups 
from the respective regions. 

CERTAIN  INCLUDED  ASSOCIATIONS‐  The  term  `regional  information  coordination  entity'  includes  regional 
associations described in the System Plan. 

Section 12303(9): 
(9)  SYSTEM  PLAN‐  The  term  `System  Plan'  means  the  plan  contained  in  the  document  entitled  `Ocean.  US 
Publication No.  9,  The  First  Integrated Ocean Observing  System  (IOOS) Development  Plan',  as  updated  by  the 
Council under this subtitle. 

Section 12304(c)(2)(D): 

The  Council  shall  establish  or  designate  an  Interagency  Ocean  Observing  Committee  which  shall  –  establish 

protocols and standards for System data processing, management and communication. 

Section 12304(c)(2)(E):  

The  Council  shall  establish  or  designate  an  Interagency  Ocean  Observation  Committee which  shall  –  develop 

contract  certification  standards  and  compliance  procedures  for  all  non‐Federal  assets,  including  regional 

information coordination entities,  to establish eligibility for integration into the System and to ensure compliance 

with all applicable standards and protocols established by the Council, and ensure that regional observations are 

integrated into the System on a sustained basis. 

Section 12304(c)(3)(C): 

The  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration  shall  –  promulgate  program  guidelines  to  certify  and 

integrate  non‐Federal  assets,  including  regional  information  coordination  entities,  into  the  System  to  provide 

regional coastal and ocean observing data that meet the needs of user groups from the respective regions. 

Section 12304(c)(4)(A) (i): 
REGIONAL  INFORMATION COORDINATION ENTITIES‐ To be certified or established under this subtitle, a regional 
information coordination entity shall be certified or established by contract or agreement by  the Administrator, 
and  shall  agree  to  meet  the  certification  standards  and  compliance  procedure  guidelines  issued  by  the 
Administrator and information needs of user groups in the region while adhering to national standards and shall‐‐ 

(i) demonstrate an organizational structure capable of gathering required System observation data, supporting and 

integrating all aspects of coastal and ocean observing and information programs within a region and that reflects 

the needs of State and local governments, commercial interests, and other users and beneficiaries of the System 

and other requirements specified under this subtitle and the System Plan; 

 
(ii) identify gaps in observation coverage needs for capital improvements of Federal assets and non‐Federal assets 
of the System, or other recommendations to assist in the development of the annual and long‐term plans created 
pursuant to subsection (c)(2)(A)(i) and transmit such information to the Interagency Ocean Observing Committee 
via the Program Office; 
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(iii)  develop  and  operate  under  a  strategic  operational  plan  that  will  ensure  the  efficient  and  effective 
administration of programs  and  assets  to  support daily  (why daily?) data observations  for  integration  into  the 
System, pursuant to the standards approved by the Council; 
 
(iv) work  cooperatively with  governmental  and  non‐governmental  entities  at  all  levels  to  identify  and  provide 
information  products  of  the  System  for  multiple  users  within  the  service  area  of  the  regional  information 
coordination entities; and 
 
(v)  comply with  all  financial  oversight  requirements  established  by  the  Administrator,  including  requirements 
relating to audits. 
 

Section 12304(e): 

Civil Liability – For purposes of determining  liability arising  from  the dissemination and use of observation data 

gathered pursuant to this section, any non‐Federal asset or regional information coordination entity incorporated 

into the System by contract, lease, grant, or cooperative agreement under subsection (c)(3)(D) that is participating 

in  the  System  shall  be  considered  to  be  part  of  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration.  Any 

employee  of  such  a  non‐Federal  asset  or  regional  information  coordination  entity, while  operating within  the 

scope  of  his  or  her  employment  in  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  subtitle, with  respect  to  tort  liability,  is 

deemed to be an employee of the Federal Government. 
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