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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NORTHEAST REGIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  
 

Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 

The Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) is a State and Federal partnership with the goal 
of engaging in regional protection and balanced use of ocean and coastal resources. NROC’s 
activities support the intent of the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C 1451 et seq.  
NROC’s membership includes New England coastal state agencies and federal agencies, whose 
representatives bring varied expertise to work on these issues in many capacities. A social 
network analysis will serve to identify the network of people working on NROC’s key issues, 
both within and outside of the organization. NROC members will be queried regarding their 
communications on NROC issues and value derived from membership. The resulting 
information can be used to evaluate the efficiency of the network, where gaps may exist, and 
additional partnerships that would benefit the Council’s work. 
 
This is a request for a new collection of information. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines
 

.  

The information collected in this survey will be used by the Northeast Regional Ocean Council 
to better understand the communication patterns of its members and assess interactions with 
other regional organizations. NROC will use the results of the survey to inform an outreach and 
communication strategy and develop strategic partnerships with other regional organizations. 
 
The survey questions are designed to evaluate social links with respect to a variety of issue areas 
relating to work within the organization. This survey will identify connections, or a lack thereof, 
between individuals working on similar issues. Additionally, questions are designed to assess 
interactions based on communications to share information [on those issues] with individuals and 
organizations outside of the immediate NROC network. These question aim to evaluate potential 
connections of value that are not presently part of the functioning network, but may be useful for 
future partnerships.  
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  NOAA Ocean 
Service will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not 

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/about/media/CZMA_10_11_06.pdf�
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expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA Ocean Service decide to 
disseminate the information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology
 

. 

The survey will be administered via a Web-based survey instrument. Mail will not be the 
primary means of surveying, as it adds expense and can require more time for collection and 
analysis of results. Invitations with a link to the survey will be sent to NROC members. The 
survey will be set up for electronic submission and there will also be a fillable, printable version. 
Upon request, respondents will be mailed a paper version of the survey to complete and return in 
a postage paid envelope.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication
 

. 

A social network analysis (SNA) allows for the development of a social structure to view 
relations of individuals or organizations which are tied (connected) by one or more specific types 
of interdependency. No other existing similar information collections within this population were 
found.   
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden
 

.  

NA. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently
 

.  

The Center’s first operating principle is to be “customer driven.”  Without regular input from the 
coastal resource management community, the Center would risk investing in projects and 
services that have little relevance to the coastal resource management community’s needs or that 
are delivered in formats not usable by the customer. 
 
This survey is a directly stated need by the Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC). NROC 
does not have the expertise to conduct this analysis internally.  Without this assistance, the 
analysis will not take place, and without this new information, NROC will be neglected of much 
needed technical assistance to restructure working groups and build time and collaborative 
efficiencies of work teams and subgroups. Increased efficiency is of mutual value to NOAA due 
to agency involvement within this group. The survey results and subsequent social network 
analysis will enable the Center to be more versed and skilled in providing this tool as a technical 
assistance service area to customers and partners. 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html�
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7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines
 

.  

NA. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported
 

. 

 A Federal Register

 

 Notice published on March 1, 2010 (75 FR 9158) solicited public comments. 
No comments were received. 

Center personnel trained in survey research and design, along with MRAG Americas, Inc. 
created the survey instrument. Literature and websites dedicated to the planning and 
development of social network analyses were consulted. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees
 

. 

No plans exist for payments or gifts to survey respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy
 

. 

The survey results are intended for internal use as a potential restructuring tool and respondent 
information will not be made public; however, there is no assurance of confidentiality. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private
 

. 

NA. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information
 

. 

The one-time burden estimate for the survey is 7 hours and 30 minutes (8 hours).  This reflects 
45 responses with an average completion time of 10 minutes, including the time for reviewing 
instructions and gathering the requested information. 
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above)
 

. 

Responding to the survey requires no recordkeeping/reporting costs. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government
 

. 

This information collection effort is supported through external contract services for data 
collection and analysis and in-house staff time.  The total estimated cost is $7,846 (i.e., contract 
services, in-house staff time, supplies).  Estimates presented below represent the costs for this 
approval. 
 

Annualized Cost to Federal Government Labor $Cost 
Supplies  $100. 
Printing  $100. 
Data management and database development         $3,000. 
Project staff (ZP4) 100 hrs @ $38.46/hr 3,846. 
Administrative staff support 20 hrs @ 20.00/hr $400. 
Cover design, layout & editing 10 hrs @ 40.00/hr $400. 
TOTAL  $7,846. 

 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments
 

. 

This is a new program. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication
 

. 

Survey results will not be publicly available. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate
 

. 

NA. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement
 

. 

NA. 
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The universe of respondents for this information collection comprises the Northeast Regional 
Ocean Council’s members. This is currently limited to 45 respondents (see table provided 
below). The NROC chairman supports this data collection; therefore a response rate of at least 
70% is expected. The estimated time necessary for each respondent to complete the 
questionnaire is 10 minutes, based on trials with Center staff, with a total of 7 hours and 30 
minutes (8 hours). 
 

Entity Affiliation Sample Number

State Government 22

Federal Government 19

Research/Education 2

Non-Profit 1

Private 1

Total Sample Size 45
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2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
No statistical methodology has been applied to stratify the sample. This will be a census survey. 
 
3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with non-response. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
The intent of this information collection is to evaluate the efficiency of the network, where gaps 
may exist, and additional partnerships that would benefit the Council’s work. To improve 
response rates for this information collection, respondents will be sent a pre-notification email 
announcing the survey one week prior to the distribution of the survey. The following week, 
respondents will be sent the survey link via email. Respondents will be asked to complete the 
survey online and submit it (or fax or postal mail if desired) within two weeks of receipt. At one-
week intervals for three weeks following the initial distribution of the survey, reminder emails 
and replacement copies of the survey will be sent to respondents who have not yet returned their 
completed surveys. Similar reminder letters will be sent using postal mail for any respondents 
who request printed version of the survey by postal mail. Non-response testing will be conducted 
via telephone with those individuals who have not responded to repeated survey solicitation, in 
order to ascertain the existence of appreciable differences in respondent characteristics and 
survey responses. The non-response testing will account for significant difference in mean 
scores, and descriptive factors such as agency affiliation. Aside from a subset of survey 
questions, specific questions asked will include agency affiliation, if they received the survey 
notifications, if yes, did they intend to respond, and the volume of time they spend when 
engaging in North Atlantic Regional Team (NART)* related activities.  These questions will 
assist in determining potential causes as to why certain individuals failed to initially participate 
and if there was any distinguishing characteristics present within this group. 
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
Draft versions of this survey were circulated for review and comment to fellow NOAA staff with 
relevant content knowledge of items listed on the survey instrument.  Reviewers were asked to 
offer feedback on the length, clarity of questions, content, or other aspects to improve the  
 
*NART is a relatively small federal working group of approximately 22 member, with some overlapping membership with. 
NROC.  
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questionnaire.  Comments from reviewers were helpful and resulted in design, content, and 
wording changes to clarify questions and instructions. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
No statistical sampling methods will be used in this information collection. 
 
MRAG Americas will conduct the survey and collect and analyze all responses. However the 
survey invitation will be sent on behalf of the Northeast Regional Council Co-chairs. 
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MRAG Americas, Inc., 
65 Eastern Avenue, Unit B2C 
Essex, MA 01928 
Ph. 978-768-3880 
Contact: Jill Swasey, jill.swasey@mragamericas.com 
 
 
 

mailto:jill.swasey@mragamericas.com�


OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
Expires: xx/xx/xxxx 

NOAA Coastal Services Center     

Contacts: Jill Swasey, jill.swasey@mragamericas.com; Chris Ellis, chris.ellis@noaa.gov  

Pre-notification Announcement 
 
 
Hello, 
The Northeast Regional Ocean Council is conducting a survey of its membership and key partners to 
gather information on the level of interaction and engagement that occurs outside of quarterly NROC 
meetings related to NROC's priority issue areas. The NROC Executive Committee requests your 
participation in this survey. The survey is voluntary and should take approximately 10 minutes to 
complete and will yield results critical to the end goal of improving NROC's outreach and communication 
strategy and strategic partnerships. Thank you in advance for you participation. 
 
NOAA is supporting this survey and associated social network analysis. A social network analysis is a 
method that is used to collect, analyze, and graphically represent data that describe the relationships 
within and between groups of people or organizations. Please direct questions, comments, or technical 
difficulties to Adrianne Harrison (adrianne.harrison@noaa.gov or 603-862-4272). 
 
Best, 
Betsy Nicholson and Ted Diers 
NROC Federal and State Co-Chairs, 2010 
 

mailto:adrianne.harrison@noaa.gov�
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OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
Expires: xx/xx/xxxx 
 
The Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) is conducting a voluntary survey of its membership and key partners to 
gather information on the level of interaction and engagement that occurs outside of quarterly NROC meetings related to 
NROC's priority issue areas. The NROC Executive Committee requests your participation in this survey. The survey 
should take approximately 10 minutes to complete and will yield results critical to the end goal of improving NROC's 
outreach and communication strategy and strategic partnerships. Thank you in advance for you participation. 

1. Which of the following issues do you work on in your capacity as a member of 

NROC? Please choose in order of priority.  

 
1. Northeast Regional Ocean Council Social Network Analysis

  First Second Third N/A

Coastal Hazards Resilience – Climate Adaptation nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ocean Energy Planning and Management – MSP nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ocean and Coastal Ecosystem Health nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Please specify 



NROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information Survey
2. Please indicate from the list provided your professional interactions with relation to 

NROC priority issues areas, outside of regular NROC meetings, using any form of 

communication. 

3. Are there other people outside of the NROC network (not listed above) with whom you 

have professional interactions with relation to NROC priority issues areas? (Please list 

at least three.)  

People identified. 
1.

2.

3.

4.

Deerin Babb-Brott
 

gfedc

Ron Beck
 

gfedc

Todd Burrowes
 

gfedc

Bruce Carlisle
 

gfedc

Ames Colt
 

gfedc

Mel Coté
 

gfedc

Paul Currier
 

gfedc

Verna Delauer
 

gfedc

Steve Dickson
 

gfedc

Ted Diers
 

gfedc

Ed Fratto
 

gfedc

Janet Freedman
 

gfedc

Grover Fugate
 

gfedc

Jaime Geiger
 

gfedc

Dierdre Gilbert
 

gfedc

Sherry Godlewski
 

gfedc

Mike Goetz
 

gfedc

Steve Halterman
 

gfedc

Adrianne Harrison
 

gfedc

Bill Hubbard
 

gfedc

David Kaiser
 

gfedc

David Keeley
 

gfedc

Julia Knisel
 

gfedc

Christian Krahforst
 

gfedc

Bob LaBelle
 

gfedc

George LaPointe
 

gfedc

Kathleen Leyden
 

gfedc

Andy Lipsky
 

gfedc

Regina Lyons
 

gfedc

Ellen Mecray
 

gfedc

John Moskal
 

gfedc

Betsy Nicholson
 

gfedc

Kevin O’Brien
 

gfedc

Jennifer Pagach
 

gfedc

Judy Pederson
 

gfedc

David Reynolds
 

gfedc

David Russ
 

gfedc

Susan Russell-Robinson
 

gfedc

Eric Scherer
 

gfedc

Michael Sullivan
 

gfedc

Brian Thompson
 

gfedc

Nancy Thompson
 

gfedc

Erin Trager
 

gfedc

Greg Watson
 

gfedc

Chris Williams
 

gfedc

None (check here)
 

nmlkj



NROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information Survey
4. Which of the following issues do you work on in your professional capacity outside of 

NROC? Please choose in order of priority. 

5. Please select a single item that best reflects your professional affiliation.  

6. In your professional capacity [outside of NROC], what is your primary area of 

expertise?  

  First Second Third N/A

Coastal Hazards Resilience – Climate Adaptation nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ocean Energy Planning and Management – MSP nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ocean and Coastal Ecosystem Health nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Please specify 

Federal Government
 

nmlkj

State Government
 

nmlkj

Local Government
 

nmlkj

NGO
 

nmlkj

Private Sector
 

nmlkj

Academia/research
 

nmlkj

Other
 

nmlkj

Please specify 

Coastal geology
 

nmlkj

Flood plain management
 

nmlkj

Emergency management
 

nmlkj

Climate science/research (including climate adaptation)
 

nmlkj

Regulatory review (e.g. NEPA and ESA)
 

nmlkj

Coastal policy/resource management
 

nmlkj

Coastal/ocean development
 

nmlkj

Fisheries management
 

nmlkj

Other
 

nmlkj

Please specify 
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7. A. Regarding your primary area of expertise (as identified above), please indicate at 

which PRIMARY level of association you regularly communicate and share information 

with the following organizations. For ‘other’ levels of association or organizations, 

please specify.  

 
No 

Association
Employee

Board/Council 

Member

Committee/ 

Work Group 

Participant

Interested 

Stakeholder
Partner Other

Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment (GOMC) gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

New England Governors’ Conference (NEGC) gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc
Northeast Regional Association of Coastal Ocean 

Observing Systems (NERACOOS)
gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

New England Environmental Finance Center gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

State Coastal Zone Management Programs gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

State Departments of Environmental Protection (or similar) gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

Sea Grant College Programs gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

The Nature Conservancy gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc
Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management 

(NESCAUM)
gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 

Commission (NEIWPCC)
gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 

(ICLEI)
gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

Massachusetts Ocean Partnership (MOP) gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc
Federal agencies (i.e. NOAA, EPA, USGS, USFWS, MMS, 

NRCS, ACOE)
gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

Academic institutions (i.e. UMaine, UNH, UMass Boston, 

WHOI, URI, Roger Williams University, UConn, including 

non-Sea Grant university positions)

gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

Other gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc gfedc

Please specify 
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7. B. Please indicate your frequency of involvement (weekly, monthly or annually) with 

each organization; this is based on your level of association as indicated in Question 

7a. For ‘other’ organizations, please specify.  
  Weekly Monthly Annually N/A

Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment 

(GOMC)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

New England Governors’ Conference (NEGC) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Northeast Regional Association of Coastal Ocean 

Observing Systems (NERACOOS)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

New England Environmental Finance Center nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

State Coastal Zone Management Programs nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
State Departments of Environmental Protection (or 

similar)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Sea Grant College Programs nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The Nature Conservancy nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management 

(NESCAUM)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 

Commission (NEIWPCC)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 

(ICLEI)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Massachusetts Ocean Partnership (MOP) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
Federal agencies (i.e. NOAA, EPA, USGS, USFWS, 

MMS, NRCS, ACOE)
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Academic institutions (i.e. UMaine, UNH, UMass Boston, 

WHOI, URI, Roger Williams University, UConn, including 

non-Sea Grant university positions)

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Please specify 



NROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information SurveyNROC Network Information Survey
8. Please rate how each of the following statements describes your reason(s) for 

participation in NROC. 

9. Please rate how each of the following statements describes your contribution(s) to 

NROC, specifically with regard to the Council’s priority issue areas of coastal adaptation 

and ocean planning. 

 
Strongly 

agree
Agree No opinion Disagree

Strongly 

disagree
N/A

I gain valuable information that can be applied 

elsewhere.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I have made valuable contacts. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
I feel I can influence decision making in a proactive 

manner.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I gain political support for my initiatives. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
There is efficiency in being involved in regional 

initiatives.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I was asked to join and find little value in this 

association.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

My job position requires involvement. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

  Strongly agree Agree No opinion Disagree Strongly disagree N/A

I am well known in my field 

and lend credibility to 

NROC’s work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I provide staff or funding 

resources for NROC’s priority 

issue areas.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I have expertise in the 

priority issue areas that can 

further NROC’s mission.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I provide valuable 

contributions for my 

colleagues to use outside of 

NROC.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I have valuable contacts 

(outside of NROC) that can 

provide political influence 

for initiatives.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I was asked to join and do 

contribute substantially.
nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I was asked to join and do 

NOT contribute 

substantially.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Please explain 
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10. We welcome additional comments, particularly ideas on how to improve 

communication within NROC and with NROC partners; and ideas for future survey work 

among NROC members and partners. 
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of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 24, 2010. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2010–4108 Filed 2–26–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Identification of 
Northeast Regional Ocean Council 
Information Network Using Social 
Network Analysis 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 30, 2010. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Chris Ellis, (843) 740–1195; 
Chris.Ellis@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The Northeast Regional Ocean 
Council (NROC) is a State and Federal 
partnership with the goal of engaging in 
regional protection and balanced use of 
ocean and coastal resources. NROC’s 
coordinated approach reaches across 
State boundaries to find and implement 
solutions to the region’s most pressing 
ocean and coastal issues. NROC’s 
membership includes New England 
coastal State agencies and Federal 
agencies. 

The work of the Council focuses 
primarily on coastal hazards resilience 
and ocean energy planning and 
management. NROC’s members come 
from varied expertise and work on these 
issues in many capacities. A social 
network analysis will serve to identify 
the network of people working on 
NROC’s key issues, both within and 
outside of the organization. 

NROC members will be queried 
regarding their communications on 
NROC issues and value derived from 
membership. The resulting information 
can be used to evaluate the efficiency of 
the network, where gaps may exist, and 
additional partnerships that would 
benefit the Council’s work. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents will be surveyed 
electronically. Submission results will 
be online. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: None. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: State, local, or Tribal 

government; Federal government. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

45. 
Estimated Time per Response: 15 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 11 hours, 25 minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 

or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 24, 2010. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2010–4101 Filed 2–26–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–JE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XU54 

Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative 
Management Act Provisions; Coastal 
Sharks Fishery 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of non-compliance 
referral. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that on 
February 4, 2010, the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission 
(Commission) found the State of New 
Jersey out of compliance with the 
Commission’s Interstate Fishery 
Management Plan (ISFMP) for Coastal 
Sharks. Subsequently, the Commission 
referred the matter to NMFS, under 
delegation of authority from the 
Secretary of Commerce, for federal non- 
compliance review under the provisions 
of the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 
Cooperative Management Act (Atlantic 
Coastal Act). The Atlantic Coastal Act 
mandates that NMFS must review the 
Commission’s non-compliance referral 
and make specific findings within 30 
days after receiving the referral. If 
NMFS determines that New Jersey failed 
to carry out its responsibilities under 
the Coastal Sharks ISFMP, and if the 
measures it failed to implement are 
necessary for conservation, then, 
according to the Atlantic Coastal Act, 
NMFS must declare a moratorium on 
fishing for coastal sharks in New Jersey 
waters. 
DATES: NMFS intends to make a 
determination on this matter by March 
10, 2010, and will publish its findings 
in the Federal Register immediately 
thereafter. 

ADDRESSES: Written comments should 
be sent to Alan Risenhoover, Director, 
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