NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date 08/24/2012

Department of Commerce

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
08/20/2012

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201208-0648-007

AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Northeast Multispecies Amendment 16

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change

OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0605

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 03/31/2013 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 383,448 78,608 3,477,978
New 383,448 78,608 3,484,888
Difference
Change due to New Statute 0 0 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 6,910
Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0
Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Kevin F. Neyland
Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

Sector operations plan 50 CFR 648.87
and NEPA analysis
Monitoring and Reporting 50 CFR 648.87

Service Providers

Application and response

to denial

Monitoring system 50 CFR 648.87
(database) for discards,

sector manager weekly

catch reports and annual

reports

Notification of ejection 50 CFR 648.87
from sector

Transfer of Annual Catch NA Application to transfer

Entitlement between annual catch entitlement

Sectors between sectors

VMS activation NA VMS Certification of

confirmation responses, Activation

time and cost, and cost of

purchase, maintenance

and automated polling

Area and DAS 50 CFR 648.10
Declaration - groundfish

vessels fishing under any

NE Multispecies DAS

VMS trip catch reports 50 CFR 648.87

Catch reporting 50 CFR 648.90
requirements: US/Canada

Area and CA Il SAPs,

Closed Area | SAP and

Regular B Program

Restricted Gear Area 50 CFR 648.81
LOA and VMS Declaration
Dockside Monitoring and 50 CFR 648.87

Reporting Requirements -
hails, notirfications and
database entry

Dockside Monitoring 50 CFR 648.87
Reporting Requirements
At-Sea monitoring and 50 CFR 648.87

reporting requirements -
notifications and database
requirements

At-sea provider reporting 50 CFR 648.87
requirements

NE Fishery Observer 50 CFR 648.85
Notification

Dealer requirements 50 CFR 648.87



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE
NORTHEAST MULTISPECIES AMENDMENT 16
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0605

Submission of trip start and trip end hails were first required in Amendment 16 to the Northeast
Multispecies Fishery Management Plan. Hails were developed to facilitate the deployment of
dockside monitors to vessels selected for coverage and to inform the sector managers and
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) when vessels
would be landing. The dockside monitoring program assists with the monitoring and validation
of landings and discards as an input to monitoring the utilization of annual catch entitlements
(ACEs). Hails, among many other requirements, were approved for collection under OMB
Control Number 0648-0605. NMFS is requesting a change to this information collection, to add
questions for fishermen to indicate: 1) if they are carrying an observer on board, 2) whether they
would be fishing exclusively in the Gulf of Maine, offshore, or on atrip targeting a particular
stock, such as redfish and 3) whether they are carrying an at-sea monitor.

Members of the fishing industry involved in the Northeast Multispecies sector management
program have collaborated on a proposal to voluntarily collect additional area specific
information. Industry’s intent is to better track sector vessels’ activity in the inshore and
offshore portions of the Gulf of Maine (GOM) Broad Stock Area. In an effort to accommodate
industry’s request, NMFS would like to amend the current “Trip Start Hail” and “Trip End Hail”
to include aline for vessels to indicate whether they plan to fish the inshore or offshore portion
of GOM.

Similarly, atthe request of industry, NMFS has developed an industry-funded monitoring
program for trips targeting redfish. Itis anticipated that industry will request the ability to fund
additional monitoring on trips targeting other stocks (such as haddock or dogfish) in the future.
Currently, there is no standardized, automated method for fishermen to report that they are
targeting a specific stock. Requiring fishermen to describe a target stock or a type of trip, such
as atrip targeting redfish with smaller mesh, in the Trip Start and Trip End Hail will clarify a
fishermen’s intent, improve compliance, make enforcement easier, and streamline catch
monitoring and accounting efforts.

A single general comment field will be added for vessels to indicate inshore/offshore or some
other type of specific trip. Requesting this additional information in the Trip Start and Trip
End Hail is an ideal method for vessels to indicate where they are fishing (i.e., inshore or
offshore GOM) and whether their trip is targeting a particular stock. It would also help improve
NMFS ability to identify trip information, rather than relying solely on gear type and catch. This
is being done in a sngle free text area. For whether or not a monitor is on board, there will be a
simple “yes/no” field.



The trip start hail would take an estimated two minutes to complete and would affect
approximately 1,482 entities annually, which is the total number of limited access NE
multispecies permit holders. It is estimated that NE multispecies permit holders will continue to
make a total of 25,000 trips next year, issuing one trip start hail and one trip end hail per trip, for
a total of 25,000 hails. The additional questions are not anticipated to require additional
response time. Therefore, the total estimated time burden for all vessels continues to be
833.33 (833) hours (2 min/hail x 25,000 trip start hails). This is not anticipated to change.

This request would add two fields to the trip start hail and one field to the trip end hail. First,
vessels are requested to indicate whether or not the vessel was selected for an observer or at-sea
monitor. Secondly, a general comment field would be added so vessels can indicate: 1) whether
they are fishing inshore/offshore, and/or 2) taking a special trip targeting specific species. This
area would also include space for future notes or changes. The most expensive VMS provider
currently charges $0.004 per haracter plus $0.50 per email transmission. The maximum cost per
trip start hail will increase from $0.752 to a maximum cost of $0.884 per hail. This results in a
total cost to the public of $22,100 ($0.884/hail x 25,000 hails). This represents an increase of
$3,500 in costs to the public for improved trip start hails.

Trip end hails notify the dockside monitoring provider of the intent to land atrip and to
schedule a dockside monitor to meet the vessel upon landing. This hail can be done through
VMS or by phone and is estimated to take 15 minutes to complete. It is estimated that NE
multispecies permit holders will continue to make a total of 25,000 trips next year, issuing one
trip-end hail per trip, for a total of 25,000 trip-end hails, plus continuing to make an estimated
2,500 correction hails. A free text general comment field similar to that in the trip start hail is
being added to the trip end hail. The additional questions are not anticipated to require
additional response time. Therefore, the total estimated time burden to the public for
complying with this requirement continues to be 6,875 hours.

For the purpose of estimating cost burden, it was assumed that all entities would make the trip-
end hail via VMS, as opposed to by radio or phone. The most expensive VMS provider
currently charges $0.004 per character plus $0.5 per email transmission, for a total cost per hail
of $0.9. Adding a free text line so vessels can indicate if they are fishing inshore or offshore, or
targeting a specific stock. This will increase the price from $0.90 to $1.024 per trip end hail.
Assuming 27,500 items, at one hail per trip (including 2,500 correction hails), the total cost
to the public of fulfilling this requirement would increase by $3,410: from $24,750 to
$28,160 ($1.024/hail x 27,500 hails).

See table on next page for cost changes.



Items Response Total Public
# of per Total # of Time Burden Expense
Entities Entity Items (hours) (hours) (dollars) Govt.

Original Trip start

hail 1,482 17 25,000 2 minutes 833 18,600 0
New Trip start hail 1,482 17 25,000 2 minutes 833 22,100 0
Original Trip End

Hail 1,482 17 27,500 15 minutes 6,875 24,750 0
New Trip End Hail 1,482 17 27,500 15 minutes 6,875 28,160 0




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency

DOC/NOAA/NMFS

OMB Control Number

Enter only items that change
Current record

New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically

Total annual hours
Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

%

%

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs
Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested
Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

3,306,678

3,313,588

3,306,678

3,313,588

6,910

6,910

Other changes**

This change requests adds fields to trip start and trip end hails, adding no burden, but adding cost.

Signature of Senior Official or designee:

Date:

For OIRA Use

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.

OMB 83-C

10/95




Below is the summary and applicable excerpt from the draft proposed rule.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

50 CFR Part 622

[Docket No. ; 1.D. ]

RIN 0648-AT75

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; Snapper-Grouper Fishery off the
Southern Atlantic States; Amendment 13C

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues this proposed rule to implement Amendment 13C to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic Region (FMP), as
prepared and submitted by the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Council).
Amendment 13C proposes management measures to end overfishing of snowy grouper, golden
tilefish, vermilion snapper, and black sea bass and measures to allow moderate increases in
recreational and commercial harvest of red porgy consistent with the rebuilding program for that
stock.

For the commercial fisheries, this proposed rule would establish restrictive quotas for
snowy grouper, golden tilefish, vermilion snapper and black sea bass and, after the quotas are
met, prohibit all purchase and sale of the applicable species and restrict all harvest and
possession to the applicable bag limit; establish restrictive trip limits for snowy grouper and
golden tilefish; require at least 2-inch (5.1-cm) mesh in the back panel of black sea bass pots;
require black sea bass pots to be removed from the water after the quota is reached; change the
fishing year for black sea bass; increase the trip limit for red porgy; establish a red porgy quota
that would allow a moderate increase in harvest; and, after the red porgy quota is reached,
prohibit all purchase and sale and restrict all harvest and possession to the bag limit.

For the recreational fisheries, this proposed rule would reduce the bag limits for snowy
grouper, golden tilefish, and black sea bass; increase the minimum size limit for vermilion
snapper and black sea bass; change the fishing year for black sea bass; and increase the bag limit
for red porgy.

The intended effects of this proposed rule are to eliminate or phase out overfishing of
snowy grouper, golden tilefish, vermilion snapper, and black sea bass; and increase red porgy
harvest consistent with an updated stock assessment and rebuilding plan to achieve optimum
yield.

(p. 13). .. The proposed rule would not impose any reporting or record keeping requirements.
However, sea bass pot fishermen who encounter personal hardship and are unable to meet the
proposed pot removal requirements may request through application to the RA a grace period of
up to 10 days.
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