
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
04/22/2014Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

04/22/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: Northeast Multispecies Amendment 16

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0605

EXPIRATION DATE: 04/30/2016

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 1,681,678 80,638 4,293,694

New 1,681,678 80,638 4,293,694

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201404-0648-013ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

Sector operations plan and
NEPA analysis

50 CFR 648.87

Monitoring and Reporting
Service Providers Application
and response to denial

50 CFR 648.87

Monitoring system (database)
for discards, sector manager
weekly catch reports and
annual reports

50 CFR 648.87

Notification of ejection from
sector

50 CFR 648.87

Transfer of Annual Catch
Entitlement between Sectors

NA Application to transfer annual
catch entitlement between
sectors

VMS activation confirmation
responses, time and cost, and
cost of purchase, maintenance
and automated polling

NA VMS Certification of Activation

Area and DAS Declaration -
groundfish vessels fishing
under any NE Multispecies
DAS

50 CFR 648.10

VMS trip catch reports 50 CFR 648.87

Catch reporting requirements:
US/Canada Area and CA II
SAPs, Closed Area I SAP and
Regular B Program

50 CFR 648.90

Dockside Monitoring and
Reporting Requirements -
hails, notifications and
database entry

50 CFR 648.87

Dockside Monitoring Reporting
Requirements

50 CFR 648.87

At-Sea monitoring and
reporting requirements -
notifications and database
requirements

50 CFR 648.87

At-sea provider reporting
requirements

50 CFR 648.87

NE Fishery Observer
Notification

50 CFR 648.85

Dealer requirements 50 CFR 648.87

Days-at-sea (DAS) transfer
program, moving from 0648-
0202

NA Days at Sea Transfer Request

Submission of proposed
special access program (SAP)
-trans. from 0648-0202

50 CFR 648.85(b)(1)

Northwest Atlantic FIsheries
Organization (NAFO_
reporting requirements transf
from 0648-0202

50 CFR 648.17
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JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
NORTHEAST MULTISPECIES AMENDMENT 16 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0605 
 

As part of Final Rule 0648-BD88, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposes to modify the annual catch entitlements 
(ACE) transfer provision to allow sectors to convert eastern Georges Bank (GB) haddock ACE 
into western GB haddock ACE.  Amendment 16 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) established a provision to assign each limited access multispecies 
permit a potential sector contribution (PSC) based on landings from 1996-2006 (participants 
committed to existing sectors as of March 1, 2008 had GB cod PSCs based on landings from 
1996-2001).  Sectors are allocated ACE based upon the potential sector contribution (PSC) of its 
members.  Amendment 16 also allows ACE to be traded between sectors to provide additional 
flexibility in the event that:  1) the initial portfolio of ACE for each sector does not match the 
sector’s desired ACE portfolio; or 2) a sector exceeds its ACE and needs additional ACE to 
cover the overage and continue fishing.  Under the program, sectors can request to transfer ACE 
at any point during the fishing year, and up to two weeks following the conclusion of the fishing 
year.  Participants are required to complete and submit an ACE transfer form to NMFS for 
approval.  This provision, among many other requirements, was approved for collection under 
OMB Control Number 0648-0605. 
 
Framework Adjustment 51 to the NE Multispecies FMP (per RIN 0648-BD88) proposes to allow 
a sector to transfer, or re-allocate, eastern GB haddock ACE to the Western United States 
(U.S)/Canada Area.  This measure is intended to increase flexibility for sector vessels and 
provide additional fishing opportunities.  This measure will also help achieve optimum yield in 
the fishery by preventing the Western U.S./Canada Area from being closed prematurely before a 
sector has harvested its entire allocation.  To implement this measure, NMFS is requesting a 
change to this information collection to add a new entry field to the ACE transfer request form to 
allow a sector to indicate how many pounds of eastern GB haddock ACE it intends to convert to 
western GB haddock ACE.  This change is necessary to allow a sector to apply for a GB 
haddock ACE conversion in order to increase fishing opportunities in the Western U.S./Canada 
Area. 
 
The ACE transfer/conversions requests are made via a paper form, or online through a secure 
database.  The proposed change to this request form will not increase the time or cost burden 
associated with this requirement. 
 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACE TRANSFERS BETWEEN SECTORS 
 
Sector Transferring ACE: 
Sector Name:       

 
 
Sector Receiving ACE: 
Sector Name:       

    
Amount (in pounds) of ACE to be transferred, by stock: 
 
________: Eastern GB Cod 
________: Western GB Cod 
________: GOM Cod 
________: Eastern GB Haddock 
________: Western GB Haddock 
________: GOM Haddock 
________: GB Yellowtail Flounder 
________: SNE/MA Yellowtail Flounder 
________: CC/GOM Yellowtail Flounder 

________: American Plaice 
________: Witch Flounder 
 _______ : GB Winter Flounder 
________: GOM Winter Flounder 
________: SNE/MA Winter Flounder 
________: Redfish 
________: White Hake 
________: Pollock 

 
Total Price Paid for ACE Transfer: ___________ 

 
 Signed:                                         Signed: ___________________ 
   (Transferring Sector Manager)   (Receiving Sector Manager) 
 Dated:                                          Dated: ____________________ 
 
 
ACE CONVERSION WITHIN A SECTOR 
 
Sector Name:       
 
Amount (in pounds) of Eastern GB Haddock ACE to be converted to Western GB 
Haddock ACE: 
 
________: Eastern GB Haddock to Western GB Haddock 
 

Signed:                                         
  (Sector Manager)  

Dated:                                           
 

Applications must be received by close of business April 30, 2015. 
 

ACE may be transferred/converted only through the end of the current fishing year and two weeks after the 
fishing year ends and must be used in accordance with the regulations at 50 CFR 648.87(b)(1)(viii).  Please see 

2014 APPLICATION TO TRANSFER OR CONVERT 
ANNUAL CATCH ENTITLEMENT (ACE)  

Provide all information requested 
 

    SUBMIT TO 
NE MULTISPECIES ACE TRANSFER PROGRAM 

US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, NOAA 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

55 GREAT REPUBLIC DRIVE, GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 
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a summary of conditions and restrictions on the reverse side of this form.   
 

NOTE:  If the sector’s ACE is exceeded, the sector must cease operations in that stock area until it can acquire 
additional ACE through a transfer to balance the catch. A sector can resume fishing in the stock area if it 
acquires more ACE. 

 
 
 

This form is required to obtain approval for the transferring of ACE under 50 CFR 648.87(b)(1)(viii) and to monitor ACE allocation and usage for each 
sector.  Signature of this form certifies that sectors comply with limited access permit requirements specified in 50 CFR 648.4, and that the information 
provided on this form is true, complete and correct to the best of their knowledge, and made in good faith (18 U.S.C. 1001).  Making a false statement 
on this form is punishable by law. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply 
with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the information.  Send comments regarding 
this burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information to NMFS, 55 Great Republic 
Drive, Gloucester MA 01930. 

OMB Approval No. 0648-0605 
Expires 04/30/2016  
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