
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 04/27/2010

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Suzanne Hilding   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
04/01/2010

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201003-0648-006
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  NMFS Observer Programs’ Information That Can Be Gathered Only Through Questions
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0593
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 09/30/2012                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 13,927 17,455 1,000

New 18,394 23,680 1,000

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 4,467 6,225 0

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

 Pre-Deployment Safety 
Checklist, Vessel and Trip 
Information Log, Safety 
checklist, NMFS Fishery 
Observer Program Discard 
log, Crustacean Sample 
Log, Gillnet haul log, 
Scallop dredge haul log, 
Length Frequency Log, 
Scallop trawl off-watch 
haul log, Clam/Quohog 
dredge off-watch haul log, 
Clam/quohog dredge gear 
characteristics log, Scallop 
trawl haul log, Marine 
mammal biological sample 
log, Data release form, 
Purse seine gear 
characteristics log, 
Longline gear 
characteristics log, 
Lobster, crab and fish pot 
haul log, NEFOP captain 
interview form, Twin trawl 
haul log, Trawl haul log, 
Scallop dredge gear 
characteristics log, Pair 
and single midwater gear 
characteristics log, Beach 
Sein Gear/Beach 
Anchored Gillnet Gear 
Characteristics, Scallop 
trawl gear characteristics 
log, Scallop dredge 
off-watch haul log, 
Protected species sighting 
log, Carch composition 
log, Sea turtle biological 
sample log, Individual 
Animal Log, Catch 
Estimation Worksheet, 
Pair and single midwater 
haul log, Purse Seine Set 
Log, Vessel 
reimbursement form, 
Fishermen's Comment 
Log, Fishermen's 
Comment Card, Marine 
mammal/sea turtle/sea 
bird incidental take log, 
Longline haul log, Trawl 
gear characteristics log, 
Lobster, crab and fish pot 

 Northeast Fisheries 
Observer Program (forms 
all/mostly completed by 
fishermen at end)

NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, 
NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, 
NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, 
NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, 
NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, 
NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, 
NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

gear characteristics, 
Beach seine/beach 
anchored gillnet haul log, 
Clam/Quahog Dredge 
Haul Log, Gillnet 
Characteristics Log

50 CFR 679.50 Vessel/Plant Operator 
Comment Form, 
Vessel/Plant Operator 
Comment Card Follow-up 
Form, Safety checklist, 
Tagged Fish and Crab 
Form

 North Pacific Groundfish 
Observer Program

NA, NA, NA, NA

50 CFR 600.746, 50 CFR 
229 Subpart A

 Data release form, 
Fishermen's comment 
card

 Alaska Marine Mammal 
Observer program

NA, NA

50 CFR 660.314 Safety checklist, 
Fishermen's Data Request 
Form

 At-Sea Hake Observer 
Program (Northwest)

NA, NA

50 CFR 660.314 Safety checklist, 
Fishermen's data request 
form

 WCGOP:  West Coast 
Groundfish Observer 
Program

NA, NA

50 CFR 665.28 Post cruise observer 
evaluation, Longline Gear 
Configuration, Placement 
meeting questions and 
checklist, Longline trip 
expenditures for Hawaiian 
Islands, Longline trip 
expenditures for American 
Samoa

 Pacific Islands Region 
Observer Program

NA, NA, NA, NA, NA

50 CFR 222.401 Reimbursement form, 
Observer evaluation form, 
Safety checklist, Observer 
notification form

 Southeast Shark Fishery 
Observer Program 

NA, NA, NA, NA

50 CFR 622.8, 229.7, and 
222.401

 Reimbursement for 
insurance expenses, 
Reimbursement for 
equipment expenses, 
Reimbursement for for 
assistance with bluefin 
tuna samplin, Observer 
evaluation form, Safety 
checklist, Observer 
Notification Form

 Southeast Pelagic 
Observer Program

NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA

50 CFR 622.8, 229.7, and 
222.401

 Observer notification 
form_reef fish, Observer 
notification form_shripm, 
Reef fish and shrimp 
observer evaluation form, 
Reef fish and shrimp 
safety checklist

 Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish 
and Shrimp Observer 
Program

NA, NA, NA, NA



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 229 Subpart A Safety checklist, Drift 
gillnet trip expenditure 
form

 Southwest Region 
Observer Program - 
Funded

NA, NA

50 CFR 229 Subpart A Drift gillnet trip expense 
form, Safety checklist

 Southwest Region 
Observer Program - 
currently unfunded but 
requesting burden 
approval

NA, NA



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
NMFS OBSERVER PROGRAMS’ INFORMATION THAT CAN BE GATHERED ONLY 

THROUGH QUESTIONS  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0593 

 
Since the approval of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Control No. 0648-0593, it has 
been noted that for the Northeast Fisheries Observer Program (NEFOP), the burden for notifications to 
observers of upcoming trips by fishermen had been counted only for the actual trips observed, 
rather than including the burden for all such notifications.  
 
In addition, we are including hours for additional  trips, including all related notifications to 
observers, for the sector program recently approved under OMB Control No. 0648-0605, and 
associated with RIN 0648-AW72. The revised estimate of the burden minutes per observed trip 
(current and sector trips) is the total burden for all information collections divided by the number 
of observed trips, where the total burden includes the pre-trip notification burden for both 
observed and unobserved trips. 
 
Finally, a discard log form that the region had meant to include with the original submission will 
be added, at a burden of 5 minutes per form, at this point only to the non-sector trips, adding a 
straight 5 minutes for each of those trips.  
 
Reminder, in this information collection, Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) statements are not on 
all forms, but are on the letter to fishermen and/or the safety inspection form, and are also 
available directly from the observer on board. 
 
  NEFOP 
2009-2012 Annual Average May 26, 2009 

Estimates 
Jan 6, 2010 Estimates Change (increase) 

Active Vessels In Fisheries 
With A NMFS Observer 
Program 

15,000 15,000 0

Observed Vessels 2,038 2,038 0
Observed Trips  6,171 10,638 4,467
Burden Minutes/Trip 105 102 For Non-Sector; 1 

 97 For Sector Trips 2 
-3; -8

Estimated Burden Hours With 
100% Response 

10,799 17,716 6,917

Response Rate 90% 90% 0
Response Rate-Adjusted 
Estimated Burden Hours 

9,719 15,944 6,225

 

                                                            

1 Due to the addition of the discard log for these trips; thus, for non-sector trips, reduced time per trip less, than that for the sector trips, due to 
addition of discard log, 
2 Burden reduced because of re-estimations of some of the ICs in total (not all forms always applicable to all trips), divided by total numbers of 
trips. 



Thus, the overall burden for OMB Control No. 0648-0593 will change from the currently 
approved 17,455 to 23,680 with the addition of 6,225 hours, and responses, from 13,927 to 
18,394, based on the absolute difference of 4,467 trips (although we base the hours on an overall 
response rate of 90%, we still count one response per observed trip). 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95



DISCARD LOG OBS/ TRIP ID

NMFS FISHERIES OBSERVER PROGRAM DATE LAND (mm/yy) /
01/01/10 PAGE # OF
GEAR CODE GEAR # HAUL # Why was the catch discarded on Who estimated the Was there an observer onboard Check off the discard event. If catch was unable to be pumped then describe

this haul? weight of the the other vessel?  If yes, provide (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) reason here:
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) discarded catch? the Tripid and Haul Number.

Comments:
Unknown (0) Discards left in net at 

Were there discards When the pumping Observer (1) completion of pumping (1)
for this tow? process was complete Non-desired species (1) (operational discards)

were you able to see the Captain (2) No (0)
No (0) contents of the codend? Gear problems Tow was partially 

(including pumping) (2) Combination (8) Yes (1) discarded (released) (2)
Yes (1) No (0)

Vessel capacity filled (3) TRIPID:  Tow was fully
Yes, contents seen Was any of the catch discarded (released) (3)
on deck (1) Quality of fish (4) pumped to another

vessel? HAUL #: Discarded after
Yes, contents seen Operational discards (5) pumping onboard (4)
in water (2) (leftover fish) No (0)

Other (9) (comment)
Not enough fish to pump (6) Yes (1)

Other (9) (comment)

CATCH COMPOSITION OF DISCARDED CATCH:  Describe the catch composition of the discarded CHALLENGES OBSERVING THIS HAUL:  Describe any challenges that occurred with observing this hau
catch and how those determinations were made

     306        OMB Control No.:  0648-0593
Expiration Date:  09/30/2012
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