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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ALASKA PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHERIES: LIMITED ACCESS FOR CHARTER 

HALIBUT VESSELS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) and National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), Alaska Region manage fishing for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis) through 
regulations established under authority of the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 (Halibut 
Act).  The IPHC promulgates regulations governing the Pacific halibut fishery under the 
Convention between the United States and Canada for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery of 
the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, signed at Ottawa, Ontario, on March 2, 1953, as 
amended by a Protocol Amending the Convention (signed at Washington, D.C., on March 29, 
1979).  Regulations developed by the IPHC are subject to approval by the Secretary of State with 
concurrence from the Secretary of Commerce.  After approval by the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Commerce, the IPHC regulations are published in the Federal Register as annual 
management measures pursuant to 50 CFR part 300.62.  
 
NMFS proposes regulations that would implement a limited access system for charter vessels in 
the guided sport fishery for Pacific halibut in waters of IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C (Southeast 
Alaska) and 3A (Central Gulf of Alaska).  This limited access system would limit the number of 
charter vessels that may participate in the guided sport fishery for halibut in these areas.  NMFS 
would issue a charter halibut permit to a licensed charter fishing business owner based on his or 
her past participation in the charter halibut fishery for halibut.  In addition, this action proposes 
two special permits:  a community charter halibut permit issued to a Community Quota Entity 
(CQE) representing specific rural communities and a military charter halibut permit issued to a 
United States Military Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) Program.   
 
All charter halibut permit holders would be subject to limits on the number of permits they could 
hold and on the number of charter vessel anglers who could catch and retain halibut on their 
charter vessels. 
   
This action describes a new collection-of-information for the guided sport charter halibut fishery. 
 
This action is necessary to achieve the halibut fishery management goals of the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council.  The intended effect is to curtail growth of fishing capacity in the 
guided sport fishery for halibut.  If implemented, halibut guide business operators would be 
required to hold a permit for each vessel they use to provide their charter clients with halibut 
fishing trips. The permits would be issued based on historic participation in the halibut charter 
fishery and endorsed for the IPHC area they may fish and the maximum number of anglers they 
may carry.  A higher participation threshold is required to receive a transferable permit; a lower 
participation threshold is required to receive a non-transferable permit. The majority of permits 
would be transferable to persons meeting the U.S. ownership requirements that are under the 
maximum permit use cap.  
 
 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/uscode/title16/chapter10_subchapteriv_.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/uscode/title16/chapter10_subchapteriv_.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=c244d182a1d9be08b7b46c1cd8081d17&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:7.0.2.11.1.5.33.3&idno=50
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A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
A charter vessel is a vessel used for hire in sport fishing for halibut; however, a vessel without a 
hired operator (e.g., unguided or independent angler) does not qualify.  Charter halibut harvests, 
along with other non-commercial harvests, are unrestricted because there is no specific allocation 
to the sectors. Therefore as the charter fishery expands, its harvests reduce the allocation to the 
commercial halibut fishery and, subsequently, the value of quota share (QS) in the commercial 
halibut Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program.  
 
The target amount of allowable harvest for a given area is calculated by multiplying a fixed 
harvest rate by the estimate of exploitable biomass.  This target level is called the total constant 
exploitation yield (CEY) as it represents the target level for total removals (in net pounds) for 
that area in the coming year.  The IPHC subtracts estimates of all non-commercial removals 
(sport, subsistence, bycatch, and wastage) from the total CEY.  The remaining CEY, after the 
removals are subtracted, is the maximum catch or “fishery CEY” for an area’s directed 
commercial fixed gear fishery.  This method of determining the commercial fishery’s catch limit 
in an area results in a decrease in the commercial fishery’s use of the resource as other non-
commercial uses increase their proportion of the total CEY. 
 
Charter vessel harvests of halibut have steadily increased in recent years especially in Area 2C 
and to a lesser extent in Area 3A.  Charter vessel harvests of halibut in Area 3A during the same 
time period (1999 through 2007) indicate a slower but steady growth since 2003.   
 
Open access in the charter vessel fleet allows for virtual unlimited increases in charter halibut 
harvests.  The IPHC balances such increases by decreases in the commercial halibut catch limit.  
To assure the future productivity of the halibut resource, the IPHC must maintain the total 
halibut harvest within the total CEY.   
 
The objective of this action is to limit entry in the charter vessel fishery to charter halibut permit 
holders.  This is a limited access system in which permits would be initially limited to those 
businesses that have historically and recently participated in the fishery according to certain 
criteria. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Before the start of the application period, NMFS would create an official record of charter vessel 
participation in Area 2C and 3A during the qualifying and recent participation years.  The 
official record would be compiled from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 
business owner license data and charter vessel trip information from the ADF&G charter vessel 
logbooks.  The official record would link each charter vessel fishing trip to an ADF&G business 
owner license and to the business owner. 
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Prior to issuance of permits, NMFS would prepare and distribute application packets for business 
owners that, based on the official record, clearly would qualify for one or more charter permits.  
The application packet would include a permit application and information about how many 
permits the applicant would likely receive, whether they would be transferable or not 
transferable, and their likely angler and area endorsements.  The same information from the 
official record would be supplied to applicants on request who did not receive an application 
packet.  Regardless of whether an applicant receives an application packet, the obligation to 
submit a complete application within the application period is solely the responsibility of the 
applicant. 
 
Upon receipt of a completed application, NMFS would compare the information on the 
application to the official record.  If an applicant submits a claim that is not consistent with the 
official record, NMFS will allow the applicant to submit documentation or further evidence in 
support of the claim during a 30-day evidentiary period.  NMFS would change the official record 
if it agrees with the submitted evidence, and issue charter halibut permit(s) accordingly.  If 
NMFS does not agree that the further evidence supports the applicant’s claim, NMFS would 
issue an initial administrative determination (IAD).  The IAD would describe why NMFS is 
initially denying some or all of a claim and would provide instructions on how to appeal the 
IAD. 
 
The qualifying year would be 2004 or 2005.  Minimum qualification for a business owner during 
either of these years would require at least five ADF&G halibut logbook fishing trips during the 
year.  The recent participation year would be the year prior to implementation of this proposed 
action.  Although the qualifying year could be either 2004 or 2005, no permits would be issued 
unless the applicant also meets the minimum participation requirement of five halibut logbook 
fishing trips in the year prior to implementation.   
 
After determining participation eligibility, NMFS would determine: 
 ♦ How many permits the applicant would receive;  
 ♦ How many permits, if any, would be transferable permits;  
 ♦ What angler endorsements apply; and  
 ♦ What area endorsements apply to the permit(s).   
 
In making these determinations, NMFS would consider only the history of a charter vessel 
business during the qualifying years that each applicant chose (2004 or 2005). 
 
NMFS would endorse each permit for a specific regulatory area (2C or 3A) and for an angler 
endorsement.  Both endorsements would restrict a charter vessel to catch and retain halibut only 
within the area of its endorsement and to the number of charter vessel anglers for which it is 
endorsed. 
 
NMFS would determine the angler endorsement for a permit as the highest number of anglers 
reported on any of the applicant’s ADF&G logbook fishing trips in the applicant’s selected 
qualifying year.  Any sport charter business that qualifies for a permit, however, would receive at 
least a minimum angler endorsement of four.  Through permit transfers, angler endorsements 
may be “stacked;” that is, the total number of angler endorsements may be combined on a charter 
vessel.  This stacking is designed to allow a sport charter business to expand without increasing 
the total number of permits.  Also, the angler endorsement would not limit the number of 



 4

passengers that a charter vessel could carry; only the number that may catch and retain halibut.  
Enforcement of the angler endorsement would be based on the number of halibut onboard the 
vessel at any time. 
 
Transferability of charter halibut permits would foster the development of a market for charter 
vessel access to the halibut resource.  A market would allow limited new entry into the charter 
vessel sector while the charter halibut program generally would prevent an unfettered expansion 
of the charter vessel fishing sector and provide for some consolidation in the sector.   
 
Consolidation also would be limited to prevent any one person from holding an excessive share 
of charter vessel privileges; a person would be prevented from acquiring more than five permits 
by transfer.  To enforce limitations on the transfer of charter halibut permits, no transfer of a 
permit would be effective unless it is first approved by NMFS.   
 
a.  Application for Charter Halibut Permit 
 
Permit applications must be submitted prior to the start of the program.  The application period 
for this permit begins January 1, 2009 and ends March 31, 2009.  Applications received during 
this application period will be considered filed on time.  Late applications will be denied.  The 
application will require information about the business applying for the permit, including the 
ownership structure of the business (United States (U.S.) citizenship papers for individuals) and 
information on the charter activities of the business).  After submitting the initial permit 
application, additional applications will not be required.  NMFS will only require additional 
reports when the structure of the business owning the permit changes or the permit is transferred.  
 
Charter halibut permits will be issued to the ADF&G licensed fishing guide business owner, 
based on the following information:   
 
 ♦ Every charter vessel fishing trip was authorized by, and made pursuant to, an ADF&G 

business owner license.  The owner of the charter vessel fishing business had to obtain a 
business owner license from ADF&G.   

 
 ♦ Second, a guide of the charter vessel fishing business had to obtain an ADF&G guide 

license.  Someone with a guide license could be, but did not have to be, the same person 
who owned the charter vessel business and obtained the ADF&G business owner license.  
Beginning in 2005, ADF&G allowed an applicant to receive a joint business owner and 
guide license but continued issuing separate business owner and guide license if an 
applicant applied for only one.   

 
 ♦ Third, the business owner was required to register with ADF&G the vessel to be used as 

a charter vessel.  ADF&G issued decals that were required to be displayed on the 
registered charter vessel when it was engaged in guided sport fishing.   

 
 ♦ Finally, each charter vessel guide was required to have onboard the vessel an ADF&G-

issued charter vessel logbook (logbook) and to maintain certain information in the 
logbook about the charter vessel anglers and their catch.  The ADF&G business owner 
license number was required to be recorded on each sheet of the logbook because this 
license authorized the guide to provide fishing guide services to the charter vessel 
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anglers.  The business owner was responsible for submitting the logbook sheets to 
ADF&G within the required time limits.   

 
Federal access to logbook information is necessary for both administrative and enforcement 
purposes. Until recently, Alaska statute prevented direct access of ADF&G logbook or ADF&G 
business license information by NMFS or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
NMFS, Office for Law Enforcement (NOAA OLE). In 2007, ADF&G sought and obtained a 
legislative change to the confidentiality statute that would facilitate Federal access to these 
sources of information. Without this information, NMFS could not directly access State business 
and logbook information to determine permit qualification.   
 
Charter logbook information would also be required by the NOAA Office of Administrative 
Appeals (OAA) to adjudicate “hardship claims” and by NOAA OLE to enforce the program. 
This means that NOAA OLE would need to be authorized by the State to enforce State 
recordkeeping and reporting requirements.  Without this authorization, NOAA OLE does not 
have the authority to require charter operators to show their logbook to NOAA OLE officers on 
request. 
 
Charter Halibut permits will be issued to persons who meet the following eligibility criteria: 
 
 ♦ Owned a sport fishing guide business that: 
   Made at least five bottomfish logbook trips in 2004 or 2005 (exemptions under  

unavoidable circumstance and military service provisions may be allowed 
provided that required regulatory criteria are met by the applicant) and 

   Made at least five bottom fish logbook trips in 2007 
 
 ♦ Met bottomfish logbook trip requirements for each area (2C or 3A) for which applying 

for permits. 
 
 ♦ Makes timely application during the application period. 
 
Unavoidable circumstances exemption. 
Certain unavoidable circumstances could prevent an applicant from participating in either the 
qualifying period or recent participation period despite the applicant’s intention.  NMFS 
developed a limited exception to allow for unavoidable circumstances.  Basically, an applicant 
must demonstrate that: 
 
 ♦ Had a specific intent to participate in either the qualifying period or recent participation 

period (but not both periods) that the applicant missed; 
 
 ♦ The circumstance that thwarted the intended participation was unavoidable, unique to the 

applicant, and unforeseen and unforeseeable; 
 
 ♦ The applicant took all reasonable steps to overcome the problem; and 
 
 ♦ The unavoidable circumstance actually occurred. 
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Military exemption.   
A person claiming military service as a reason he or she did not participate in the qualifying 
period must meet the minimal participation requirements of five halibut logbook fishing trips in 
the recent participation period. If an applicant for the military exception did not participate at this 
minimum level in the recent participation period, the applicant would not qualify for a military 
exemption.  The applicant could try to meet the criteria for an unavoidable circumstance 
exception, but could not claim a military exemption and an unavoidable circumstance exemption.  
An applicant for a military exemption must meet the recent participation year requirement.   
 
To qualify for a military exemption, a person would have had to be assigned to active military 
duty as a member of the National Guard or a reserve component.  Moreover, a persons’ decision 
to enlist in the regular armed services is a voluntary career choice and is not unavoidable.  
Hence, such a person serving during any part of the qualifying period chose a military 
occupation in lieu of a charter vessel occupation. 
 
In addition, to qualify for a military exemption, a person must demonstrate intent to participate in 
the charter halibut fishery before or during the qualifying period.  If an applicant was called up to 
military service at any time during the qualifying period, however, a demonstration of intent to 
participate during the qualifying period would also suffice for a military exemption.  Hence, this 
action proposes to consider any evidence of a specific intent to operate a charter halibut fishing 
business by the applicant that was thwarted by the applicant’s order to report for military service, 
whether the applicant’s intent was prior to the qualifying period or during the qualifying period. 
 
The military exemption is designed to benefit persons who would otherwise be completely 
excluded from receiving any charter halibut permits despite their intention to meet the 
participation requirement during the qualifying period. If a military exemption applicant could 
receive any permits based on the applicant’s actual participation in the qualifying period, the 
applicant would be limited to that number and type of permits and could not use the military 
exemption.  This action proposes to treat a military exemption applicant the same as other 
unavoidable circumstance applicants for purposes of assigning angler endorsements.  The 
military exemption applicant would receive one non-transferable permit with an angler 
endorsement of four unless the applicant could demonstrate that it likely would have met 
participation requirements for a transferable permit or a higher angler endorsement.   
 
Applications submitted by mail, hand deliver, or fax would be acceptable if postmarked or hand 
delivered or faxed no later than the last day of the application period.  Electronic submissions 
other than fax would not be acceptable because each application would require the original 
signature of the applicant. 
 
Application for Charter Halibut Permit 
 
Block A--Applicant information 
 Name(s)   
 Business mailing address (street or P.O. Box, city, state, zip code) 
 Business telephone number, business fax number, business e-mail address 
 If applicant is an individual U.S. Citizen, enter date of birth 
 If applicant is a U.S. Corporation, partnership, association, or other business entity, enter date of incorporation 
 If applicant is a successor-in-interest to a deceased individual or to a non-individual no longer in existence, 

attach evidence of death or dissolution and evidence supporting successor-in-interest status 
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Block B -- Selection of “Best Year” for determination of charter halibut permit allocations 
After reviewing the charter halibut permit official record summary sent by NMFS, select either 2004 or 2005 as 

“best year.”  List any claims to change the charter halibut official record summary in Block C.  Proceed to 
Blocks E and F.  

If did not receive a Charter Halibut Permit Official Record Summary but are selecting either 2004 or 2005 as “best 
year,” complete Blocks C and D.  Provide evidence to support claims to charter halibut permit(s).   

 Complete Block E.  Sign and date the application in Block F. 
If claiming eligibility for one or more charter halibut permits on the basis of an unavoidable circumstance, complete 

Blocks C, D, and E.  Sign and date the application in Block F. 
Block C1--Claims 
Indicate the nature of claim that the charter halibut permit official record is incorrect 
 Areas (2C, 3A, or both) for which permits should be endorsed  
 Number of transferable permits  
 Number of non-transferable permits 
 Number of client endorsements 
 Credit for all charter halibut fishing businesses owned and/or all vessels operated by charter halibut businesses  
 Whether entire qualifying history of a charter halibut business was purchased 
 Whether claiming eligibility 
  Based on purchase of a charter halibut fishing business that meets the eligibility criteria 
  Based on unavoidable circumstance that occurred in 2004 or 2005 
  Based on active duty military service that prevented participation as the owner of a charter halibut business  

 Other (describe) 
Block C2—Charter halibut fishing business(es) owned in 2004, 2005 and 2007 
Identify all charter halibut fishing businesses owned in 2004, 2005 and 2007 that qualify for charter halibut 

permit(s) 
 Name of business(es) 
 Year(s) of operation (2004, 2005, or 2007) 
 State of Alaska business license numbers 
 Charter halibut fishing license numbers 
C3--Vessels operated by charter halibut fishing business(es) owned in 2004, 2005 and 2007 
 Vessel Name  
 ADF&G Vessel Registration Number 
 United States Coast Guard (USCG) Documentation Number 
 Charter halibut fishing logbook number. (Check all that apply) 
 Year of Operation (Check all that apply) 
 Number of Trips (per year) (Check all that apply) 
Block D1 --Unavoidable circumstance claim 
 Indicate if applying for eligibility based on an unavoidable circumstance in 2004 or 2005 
 Indicate if applying for eligibility based on unavoidable circumstance in most recent participation year 
 Attach documentation to support claim. 
 Certify by signing and entering date of signature 
Block D2 -- military service claim 
 Indicate if applying for eligibility based on active duty military service in 2004 or 2005.   
 Attach documentation to support claim.   
 Certify by signing and entering date of signature 
Block E1-- Identification of Ownership 
If the Applicant identified in Block A is not an individual, enter the name(s) of all owners and their percent of 

ownership. If a listed owner is not an individual, provide the same information for each such owner until all 
owners, and their percent of ownership, is revealed to the individual level.  

 Block E2 -- Identification Of Affiliation 
 Provide the names of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated at 10% or greater level of ownership or 

 control.  Do not repeat owner names provided in Block E1. 
Block F  – Applicant Signature 
 Certify by signing, entering date of signature, and printed name.   
 If completed by authorized representative, attach authorization 
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Each licensed guide business owner who reported a minimum of 5 bottomfish trips during 2004 
or 2005, and a minimum of 5 halibut trips in the year prior to implementation (likely 2007) 
would be issued a permit(s) based on the number of trips summed for all vessels in his/her best 
year of the qualification period.  This summed number of trips results in issuing an estimated 
maximum of 851 permits:  380 businesses in Area 2C and 471 businesses in Area 3A.   
 
The charter halibut program will increase administrative and enforcement costs for NMFS. 
These costs include the hiring of new staff, or the redirection of current staff resources. 
Redirection of staff resources would reduce the ability of the agency to administer current 
management programs and enforcement activities. To provide adequate enforcement coverage 
for the charter fishery, NOAA OLE would need to have an enforcement presence and 
administrative support for the following communities: Petersburg, Sitka, Juneau, Anchorage, 
Homer, and Seward, Alaska. Thus, the cost estimates include annual costs for seven enforcement 
officers and one full-time attorney to prosecute permit violations. In addition to the enforcement 
costs, there are start-up and annual administrative costs associated with administering the 
program. In total, the Federal agency costs for implementing the program are estimated to be 
about $1.23 million.  
 
 

Application for Charter Halibut Permit(s), Respondent 
Number of respondents 
   Area 2C = 380 permits 
   Area 3A = 471 permits 
Total annualized responses (280.83) 
   Frequency of response  = 1/3 yr = 0.33 
Total burden hours 
   Time per response = 2 hr 
Total personnel costs ($25 x 562) 
Total miscellaneous costs (955.42) 
   Mail (0.42 x  141 = 59.22) 
   Fax (6 x  140 = 840) 
   Photocopy (2 x 0.10 x  281 = 56.20) 

851 
 
 

281 
 

562 
 

14,050 
955 

 
Application for Charter Halibut Permit(s), Federal 
Government 
Number of responses 
Total burden hours (140.50) 
   Time per response = 0.5 
Total personnel costs ($25 x 141) 
Total miscellaneous costs 
   Start-up and annual administrative costs 
   7 enforcement officers 
   1 full-time attorney  

281 
141 

 
3,525 

1.23 million 

 
 
b.  Application for Transfer of Charter Halibut Permit  
 
A charter halibut permit would be transferrable or not transferrable based on certain minimum 
participation criteria.  After NMFS initially distributes charter halibut permits, a person holding a 
transferable permit could transfer the permit to another individual or corporate entity with certain 
limitations.   
 



 9

Vessels that qualified at trip levels of 15 and above would earn a transferable permit for that 
business owner; permits issued based on trip levels below 15 trips would be non-transferable. 
This provision results in an estimated 29% of the permits issued in Area 2C, and 21% of the 
permits issued in Area 3A, being non-transferable. This equates to 25% of the permits in both 
areas combined as non-transferable. 
 
The transferable and nontransferable permits would have different values.  The nontransferable 
permit would cease to exist when the holder leaves the sport charter fishing business, and the 
transferable permit would have value as an asset that could be transferred to another business.  
This would allow a business with relatively low halibut fishing trips to continue its existing 
business model until it leaves the sport charter industry, while reducing potential harvesting 
capacity over time. 
 
NMFS proposes approval of a transfer to an individual only if the individual is a U.S. citizen, 
and approval of a transfer to a corporate entity only if it is a U.S. business with at least 75 
percent U.S. citizen ownership of the business.  These citizenship standards do not apply to the 
initial allocation of charter halibut permits but to the future charter halibut fishery under the 
vessel.  Hence, as non-U.S. citizens leave the fishery their charter halibut permits either would 
cease to exist (if the permits were nontransferable) or they would be replaced by U.S. citizens or 
U.S. businesses.   
 
NMFS proposes to prevent the transfer of a charter halibut permit to or from any person that 
owes NMFS any fines, civil penalties or other payments.  In addition, a transfer of a permit 
would not be approved if it would be inconsistent with any sanctions resulting from federal 
fishing violations.  NMFS concluded that this was a reasonable way to enforce fishing sanctions 
and payment of fines, penalties and payments owed to NMFS by parties to a proposed transfer.  
 
Application for Transfer of Charter Halibut permit  
 
Required Documentation 
 Determine the forms and other information to include with this application.  
Identification of Permit(s) To Be Transferred 
 List Permit Number(s) 
 Indicate if this transfer is a single group of “grandfathered” Charter Halibut permits 
  If YES, indicate whether the transfer of these permits includes the sale or purchase of the transferor’s entire 

charter halibut business.   
  If NO, your transfer will not be approved as submitted    
Transferor (Seller) Information 
 Name of Transferor (as it appears on the permits) 
 Permanent business mailing address and temporary mailing address (if applicable) 
 Business telephone number, business fax number, and E-mail Address 
Transferee (Receiver) Information 
 Indicate whether the person applying to receive the permit(s) is an U.S. Citizen or a U.S. Business  
  with 75% U.S. ownership (individual, corporation, partnership, or other association) 
  If NO, STOP HERE.  This person is not eligible to receive a permit.    
 Name of Receiver(s) (as it will appear on the permit) 
 Business mailing address and temporary mailing address (if applicable) 
 Business telephone number, business fax number, and e-mail Address 
Ownership Documentation (To be completed by the Transferee) 
 Names and percentage ownership of each person, to the individual level, holding an ownership or control 

interest of 10% or more in the Charter Halibut permit(s) being transferred   
 Percentage ownership each person and individual will hold in the Charter Halibut permit(s). 
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 If the Transferee is a non-individual (i.e., a corporation, partnership or other entity), provide the names of and 
the percentage of ownership held by, all of its owners to the individual level. 

Identification Of Affiliation(To be completed by Transferee) 
 Provide the names of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated at 10% or greater level of ownership or 

 control.  Do not repeat owner names provided in Block E1. 
To Be Completed By The Transferor (Seller) 
 Total amount being paid for the permit(s) in this transaction, including all fees        
       Whether this amount includes the price of the charter halibut business  
 Reason(s) for transferring the permit(s) 
To Be Completed By The Transferee (Receiver) 
 If Charter Halibut permit is being used as collateral for a loan, enter name of party holding security interest  
  or lien   
 If the transfer of this Charter Halibut permit includes the sale of the charter halibut business, enter name of  
  business 
 If transferee currently holds other Charter Halibut permits, transfer of “grandfathered” Charter Halibut  
  permits cannot be approved.                                                                                     
 If there is an agreement to return the permit to the transferor (seller) or to transfer it to any other person,  
  explain (use attachment if necessary) 
 If there is any condition requiring the resale or conveyance of the permit, explain (use attachment if necessary) 
Certification of Transferor  
 Signature, date signed, and printed name of transferor.  If signed by agent, attach authorization. 
 Notary Public Signature, Notary Stamp or Seal, and date commission expires 
Certification of Transferee  
 Signature, date signed, and printed name of transferee.  If signed by agent, attach authorization. 
 Notary Public Signature, Notary Stamp or Seal, and date commission expires 
 
Applications submitted by mail or hand delivery would be acceptable.  Electronic submissions, 
including fax, would not be acceptable because each application must be notarized.  The number 
used for transferors in this analysis is 10% of 851, or 85. 
 
 

Application for Transfer of Charter Halibut permit , Respondents 
Total number of transferors 
Total annual responses  
   Frequency of response = 1 
Total annual time burden  
   Estimated response time = 2 hr 
Total personnel costs   
   Cost per hour = $25 
Total miscellaneous costs (2177.70) 
   Mail (0.42 x  85 = 35.70) 
   Notary (25 x  85 = 2,125) 
   Photocopy (2 x 0.10 x  85 = 17) 

85 
85 

 
170 hr 

 
4,250 

 
2,178 

 
 

 
Application for Transfer of Charter Halibut permit, Federal 
Government 
Total responses 
   Frequency per response = 1 
Total annual time burden (42.50) 
   Estimated response time = 0.5 
Total personnel costs 
   Cost per hour = $25 
Total miscellaneous costs

85 
 

43 
 

1,075 
 

0 
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c.  Application for community or MWR charter permit 
 
Two types of special charter halibut permits are available: 
 
 ♦ Community charter halibut permit to allow economic development of a nascent charter 

halibut fishery in certain rural communities.   
 
 ♦ U.S. military charter halibut permit for recreational use of active duty Army and Air 

Force personnel. 
 
Community charter halibut permit.   
A Community Quota Entity (CQE), representing a community in which active charter halibut 
fishing businesses terminated trips in the community in each of the years 2004 and 2005 may 
request limited entry permits if they meet criteria for limited participation in the charter halibut 
fishery. The purpose of issuing permits to this subset of small Gulf of Alaska (GOA) 
communities, not located on the road system, is to provide them the opportunity to derive 
economic benefits from the charter halibut industry. 
 
A CQE representing a community or communities in Area 2C could receive a maximum of four 
community charter halibut permits for each eligible community it represents.  A CQE 
representing a community or communities in Area 3A could receive a maximum of seven 
community charter halibut permits for each eligible community it represents.  The larger number 
of community permits that would be allowed in Area 3A reflect the larger resource base in that 
area.  A community charter halibut permit would have an angler endorsement of six. 
The communities eligible for community charter halibut permits include those CQE communities 
in which 10 or fewer “active” charter vessel businesses terminated charter vessel trips in the 
community in each of the qualifying years (2004 and 2005).  The term “active” means at least 
five logbook fishing trips per year.  The five-trip criterion is based on the basic qualification 
proposed for a charter halibut permit of five logbook trips in each of two years.   
 
The list of communities proposed to be eligible for community charter halibut permits under a 
CQE are a subset of those listed in Table 21 in 50 CFR § 679.  A community charter halibut 
permit could be used only in the area and by the person designated on the permit.   
 
In Area 2C, 18 communities would be eligible for a community charter halibut permit including 
Angoon, Coffman Cove, Edna Bay, Hollis, Hoonah, Hydaburg, Kake, Kassan, Klawock, 
Metlakatla, Meyers Chuck, Pelican, Point Baker, Port Alexander, Port Protection, Tenakee, 
Thorne Bay and Whale Pass.   
 

  In Area 3A, 14 communities would be eligible for a community charter halibut permit including 
Akhiok, Chenega, Halibut Cove, Karluk, Larsen Bay, Nanwalek, Old Harbor, Ouzinkie, Port 
Graham, Port Lions, Seldovia, Tatitlek, Tyonek, and Yakutat. 
 
In addition to the community charter halibut permits available to a CQE under this proposed 
action, a CQE could acquire other charter halibut permits through transfer.   
 
A charter vessel fishing trip for halibut that is authorized by a community charter halibut permit 
would be required to either begin or end within the geographic boundaries of the community 
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designated on the permit.  The purpose of this requirement is to assure that the charter vessel 
anglers on such a fishing trip have an opportunity to use the goods and services of the 
community.  A community charter halibut permit issued to a CQE could not be transferred to a 
different CQE or to a non-CQE entity.   
 
MWR charter halibut permit.   
NMFS would recognize charter vessels used by the U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
(MWR) Program, based at Fort Richardson in Anchorage, Alaska, and those used by the Seward 
Air Force Recreation Camp operated by Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage, Alaska.  This 
action would not limit charter halibut fishing by any charter vessel owned, operated, or used by 
either the MWR program or the Seward Air Force Recreation Camp.  MWR vessels are not 
required to meet the qualification requirements of the program, but harvests still count against 
the guideline harvest level. To be exempt from the overall charter halibut program, however, 
such vessels would be required to obtain a special MWR charter halibut permit by application to 
NMFS.  Each MWR charter halibut permit would be non-transferable and valid only in the 
regulatory area designated on the permit. 
 
Applications submitted by mail, hand deliver, or fax would be acceptable if postmarked or hand 
delivered or faxed no later than the last day of the application period.  Electronic submissions 
other than fax would not be acceptable because each application would require the original 
signature of the applicant. 
 
Application for community or MWR charter permit 
 
Block A--Type of Permit 
Indicate type of permit for which applying.   
 If applying for Community Charter Permit, enter the name of the community to be represented 
 If applying for MWR Permit, enter the Branch of the United States Armed Services represented 
Block B –Applicant Information 
 Applicant’s name 
 Business Mailing Address (Street or P.O. Box, City, State, Zip Code) 
 Business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address 
Block C – Community Charter Permit(s) Request 
 Name(s) of the community that the CQE represents 
 For each permit requested, specify name(s) of person(s) and number of permits to be issued to that person. 
Block D – MWR Permit(s) Request 
 List the number of MWR permits requested for area 2C and for 3A 
Block E  – CQE Applicant Signature 
 Signature, printed name, and title of individual completing this application on behalf of CQE 
 Date signed.  Attach authorizing documentation. 
Block F  – MWR Applicant Signature 
 Signature, printed name, and rank in Service of individual completing this application on behalf of military 

service.  Attach authorizing documentation 
 Date signed 
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Application for community  or MWR charter Permit, 
Respondents 
Total number of respondents 
   Communities:   
      14 – Area 3A 
      18 – Area 2C 
   Military -- 26 
Total annual responses  
   Frequency of response = 1 
Total annual time burden  
   Estimated response time = 1 hr 
Total personnel costs   
   Cost per hour = $25 
Total miscellaneous costs (197.78) 
   Mail (0.42 x  29 = 12.18) 
   Fax (6 x  29 = 174) 
   Photocopy (2 x 0.10 x  58 = 11.60) 

58 
 
 
 
 

58 
 

58 
 

1450 
 

198 
 

 
Application for community or MWR Charter Permit, Federal 
Government 
Total responses 
   Frequency per response = 1 
Total annual time burden  
   Estimated response time = 0.5 
Total personnel costs 
   Cost per hour = $25 
Total miscellaneous costs

58 
 

29 
 

725 
 

0 
 
 
d.  Appeals 
 
NMFS will compare all timely applications to the official record.  If an applicant submits a claim 
that is not consistent with the official record, NMFS will allow the applicant to submit 
documentation or further evidence in support of the claim during a 30-day evidentiary period.  If 
NMFS accepts the applicant’s documentation as sufficient to change the official record, NMFS 
will change the official record and issue charter halibut permit(s) accordingly.  If NMFS does not 
agree that the further evidence supports the applicant’s claim, NMFS will issue an initial 
administrative determination (IAD).  The IAD will describe why NMFS is initially denying some 
or all of a claim and will provide instructions on how to appeal the IAD. 
 
An applicant may appeal the IAD to the Office of Administrative Appeals (OAA) pursuant to 50 
C.F.R. § 679.43.  NMFS will issue interim permits to applicants whose appeal is accepted by 
OAA.  All interim permits will be non-transferable.  NMFS will limit interim permits on appeal 
to applicants who applied for charter halibut permits within the application period specified in 
the Federal Register.  This means that an applicant that is denied a permit because its application 
was late will not receive an interim permit.  This limitation is necessary for NMFS to know, at 
the end of the application period, the maximum number of interim permits that could be issued.  
Because the grounds for treating a late application as filed on time are extremely narrow, this 
limitation means that NMFS will not issue an interim permit to an applicant that has an 
extremely limited chance of prevailing on appeal. 
 
The number used in this analysis is 1% of 851, or 9.  
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Appeals for Charter Halibut permit,  Respondents 
Total number of respondents 
Total annual responses  
   Frequency of response = 1 
Total annual time burden  
   Estimated response time = 4 hr 
Total personnel costs   
   Cost per hour = $25 
Total miscellaneous costs (5.58) 
   Mail (0.42 x  9 = 3.78) 
   Photocopy (2 x 0.10 x 9 = 1.80) 

9 
9 
 

36 
 

900 
 

6 

 
Appeals for Charter Halibut permit, Federal Government 

Total responses 
   Frequency per response = 1 
Total annual time burden  
   Estimated response time = 4 hr 
Total personnel costs 
   Cost per hour = $50 
Total miscellaneous costs

9 
 

36 
 

1,800 
0 

 
  
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information. As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the 
information gathered has utility.  NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it 
from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this 
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior 
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Fillable forms are available at the NMFS Alaska Region Home Page at 
www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov, for the participant to download, print, and mail or deliver to 
NMFS.  NMFS is pursuing an Internet method in the future whereby all of the information will 
be entered online and submitted directly and automatically into a database 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
None of the information collected as part of this information collection duplicates other 
collections.  This information collection is part of a specialized and technical program that is not 
like any other. 
 
 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection-of-information does not impose a significant impact on small entities. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The Charter Halibut Program is a new program that would implement a limited access system for 
charter vessels in the guided sport fishery for Pacific halibut in waters of IPHC Regulatory Areas 
2C (Southeast Alaska) and 3A (Central Gulf of Alaska).  If approved, this limited access system 
would limit the number of charter vessels that may participate in the guided sport fishery for 
halibut in these areas, thus preserving the Pacific halibut biomass from overfishing.   
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
No special circumstances exist. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
The NMFS Alaska Region will submit a proposed rule, Regulation Identifier Number (RIN) 
0648-AW92, coincident with this submission, requesting comments from the public. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payment or gift will be provided under this program. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
The responses to this information request are not confidential under Federal law.  The 
information collected and submitted in the ADF&G logbook is protected by Alaska State 
confidentiality statute AS 16.05.815.  This information is used to monitor the charter vessel 
program under the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
This information collection does not involve information of a sensitive nature. 

http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title16/Chapter05/Section815.htm
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12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Estimated total unique respondents:  909 (851 plus 58 CQE/military applicants).  Estimated total 
responses:  433.  Estimated total burden hours:  826.  Estimated total personnel costs:  $20,650.  
Personnel labor costs are estimated to the average wage equivalent to a GS-9 employee in 
Alaska, including Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA), at $25 per hour.   
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Estimated total miscellaneous costs:  $3,337. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Estimated total burden hours:  249.  Estimated total personnel costs:  $7,125.  Estimated 
miscellaneous costs, initial start-up and administrative costs:  $1,230,000. 
   
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new program. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The information collected will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
N/A. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



Revised: 11/18/08       OMB Control No. 0648-XXXX   Expires:  XX/XX/XXXX 

CHARTER 
HALIBUT  

PROGRAM 

Application  
For 

Charter Halibut Permit 
 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service 
Restricted Access Management 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, AK  99802-1668 
Fax: 907-586-7354 
Telephone:  800-304-4646 toll Free or 
907-586-7202 in Juneau 

 

 
Applications must be received by XX XX, 2009 

 
LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE DENIED 

 
Charter Halibut Permits will be issued to persons who meet the following eligibility criteria: 
 
 ♦ Owned a charter halibut fishing business that: 
 

o Was licensed by ADF&G 
o Made at least five bottomfish logbook trips in 2004 or 2005 and 
o At least five bottom fish logbook trips in 2007 
o Met bottomfish halibut trip requirements for each area (2C or 3A) 
 

♦ Makes timely application during the application period. 
 

Exemptions under unavoidable circumstance and military service provisions may be allowed if required regulatory 
criteria are met by the applicant.  See Block D and instructions for more information.   
Refer to 50 CFR Part 300.67 for specific regulatory criteria. 

                                                          BLOCK A – APPLICANT INFORMATION 
1.  Applicant’s Name(s):   
 
2.  Business Mailing Address (Street or P.O. Box, City, State, Zip Code): 
 

3. Business Telephone Number: 4. Business Fax Number: 5. Business E-mail Address: 
 
 

6. Is the applicant an individual U.S. Citizen? 
 
 
 YES  [   ] NO  [   ] 
 
     If YES, enter date of birth: 
 

7.  Is the applicant a U.S. Corporation, partnership, 
association, or other business entity? 
 
 YES  [   ] NO  [   ] 
 
     If YES, enter the date of incorporation: 
 

8.  Is the applicant a successor-in-interest to a deceased individual or to a dissolved non-individual?  
 
 YES  [   ] NO  [   ] 
 
     If YES, attach evidence of death or dissolution and evidence supporting successor-in-interest status. 
 

Charter Halibut Permit Application 
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BLOCK B -- SELECTION OF BEST YEAR FOR DETERMINATION 
 OF CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT ALLOCATIONS 

 
[    ] I have reviewed the Official Charter Halibut Record summary sent me by NMFS.    
  
 For Area 2C:  I am selecting  [    ]   2004     [    ]  2005    as my “best year.”   
                 Area  3A:  I am selecting  [    ]   2004     [    ]  2005    as my “best year.”   
  
 Only one year (2004 or 2005) may be selected for each Area.  List any claims you may have to change the charter 

halibut  official record summary in Block C.  Proceed to Block E and Block F.  

[    ] I did not receive an Official Charter Halibut Record summary.     
 
 Area 2C:  I am selecting  [    ]   2004     [    ]  2005    as my “best year.”   
           Area  3A:  I am selecting  [    ]   2004     [    ]  2005    as my “best year.”   
 
 Only one year (2004 or 2005) may be selected for each Area.  Complete Block C and Block D.   
 Provide evidence to support your claims to one or more charter halibut permits.  Complete Block E.   
 Sign and date the application in Block F. 
 
[    ] I am claiming eligibility for one or more charter halibut permits on the basis of an unavoidable circumstance. 
 Complete Blocks C, D, and E.  Sign and date the application in Block F. 
 

 
BLOCK C1 --  CLAIMS 

 
Please indicate the nature of your claim that the charter halibut permit official record is incorrect: 
 
[   ] I do not agree with the area(s) listed on my summary.  My permits should be endorsed for area(s):   
 
  [   ] 2C     [   ] 3A     [   ] Both 
 
[   ] I do not agree with the non-transferable status the summary shows my permits will have.   
 
 I should have _____ number of transferable permits and ____ number of non-transferable permits 
 
[    ] I do not agree with the number of anglers the summary shows my permits will be endorsed for.   
 
 My permits should have ____  number of angler Endorsements. 
 
[   ] I do not agree you have given me credit for all charter halibut fishing businesses I owned and/or all vessels 

operated by charter halibut fishing businesses I have owned.   
 
 Complete Blocks C2 and C3 as appropriate.  
 
[   ] I purchased the entire qualifying history of a charter 

halibut guide business.  Complete Blocks C and D 
listing the charter halibut fishing business you 
purchased. 

 
[    ] I am claiming eligibility based an unavoidable 

circumstance that occurred in 2004 or 2005. 
 
[    ]  I am claiming eligibility based on an unavoidable 

circumstance that occurred in 2007 (the recent 
participation year)   

 Complete Block D. 
 



 
[    ] I am claiming eligibility based on active duty military 

service that prevented my participation as the owner of 
a charter halibut guide business in 2004 or 2005.  
Complete Block D. 

 
[   ] Other (describe):   

C2 -- CHARTER HALIBUT FISHING BUSINESS(ES) OWNED IN 2004, 2005 AND 2007 
Provide the following information for all charter halibut fishing businesses you owned in 2004, 2005 and 2007 that you 
believe qualify you for charter halibut permit(s) (attach additional pages if necessary) 

Name of Business 
Year(s) of 
Operation 

(2004, 2005 or  2007) 

State of Alaska 
Business 

License Number 

Charter halibut  
Guide 

License Number
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

C3 -- VESSELS OPERATED BY CHARTER HALIBUT FISHING BUSINESS(ES) 
YOU OWNED IN 2004, 2005 AND 2007 

Vessel Name 

ADF&G 
Vessel 

Registration 
No. 

USCG 
Documentation 

No. 

Saltwater 
Charter Vessel 
Logbook No. 

Year of 
Operation 

(check all that 
apply) 

Number of 
Trips 

(per year) 

   2004: ______ 
2005: _______ 
2007: _______ 

2004 [   ] 
2005 [   ] 
2007 [   ] 

2004   ____ 
2005   ____ 
2007   ____ 

   2004: ______ 
2005: _______ 
2007: ______ 

2004 [   ] 
2005 [   ] 
2007 [   ] 

2004   ____ 
2005   ____ 
2007   ____ 

   2004:________ 
2005: _______ 
2007: ______ 
 

2004 [   ] 
2005 [   ] 
2007 [   ] 

2004   ____ 
2005   ____ 
2007   ____ 

   2004: _______ 
2005: _______ 
2007: ______ 
 

2004 [   ] 
2005 [   ] 
2007 [   ] 

2004   ____ 
2005   ____ 
2007   ____ 

   2004:  _______ 
2005:  _______ 
2007:  ______ 

2004 [   ] 
2005 [   ] 
2007 [   ] 

2004   ____ 
2005   ____ 
2007   ____ 
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BLOCK D1 – UNAVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCE CLAIM 
 
[   ] I am applying for a charter halibut permit based on an unavoidable circumstance that occurred  
 in 2004 or 2005.  You must provide documentation in support of your claim. 
 

 I certify that to the best of my knowledge I do not otherwise qualify for a charter halibut permit. 
 
 I owned a charter halibut fishing business that met the participation requirements (a minimum of five  
 bottomfish logbook trips) in 2007. 
 
 I have attached documentation that demonstrates:   

 ♦ I had a specific intent to operate a charter halibut business that would participate in the charter halibut 
in 2004 or 2005. 

 
  ♦ My intent was thwarted by a circumstance that was: 
   • Unavoidable; 
    •  Unique to the owner of the charter halibut business, or unique to the charter halibut vessel; and 
   •  Unforeseen and reasonably unforeseeable to the owner of the charter halibut business; 
 
  ♦ The circumstance that prevented the owner from operating a charter halibut business that participated 

in the charter halibut fishery actually occurred;  
 
  ♦ Under the circumstances, the owner of the charter halibut business took all reasonable steps to 

overcome the circumstance that prevented the applicant from operating a charter halibut business in 
the charter halibut fishery in 2004 or 2005.  

 
[   ] I am applying for a charter halibut permit based on an unavoidable circumstance that occurred  
 in the recent participation year.  You must provide documentation in support of your claim. 
 

 I certify that to the best of my knowledge I do not otherwise qualify for a charter halibut permit. 
 
 I owned a charter halibut fishing business that met the participation requirements (a minimum of five  
 bottomfish logbook trips) in 2004 or 2005. 
 
 I have attached documentation that demonstrates:   

 ♦ I had a specific intent to operate a charter halibut business that would participate in the charter halibut  
  fishery in the recent participation year; 

 
  ♦ My intent was thwarted by a circumstance that was: 
   • Unavoidable; 
   • Unique to the owner of the charter halibut business, or unique to the charter halibut vessel; and 
   • Unforeseen and reasonably unforeseeable to the owner of the charter halibut business; 
 
  ♦ The circumstance that prevented the owner from operating a charter halibut business that participated 

in the charter halibut fishery actually occurred;  

 ♦ Under the circumstances, the owner of the charter halibut business took all reasonable steps to 
overcome the circumstance that prevented the applicant from operating a charter halibut business in 
the charter halibut fishery in the recent participation year. 

 
Signature Date Signed 
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BLOCK D2 –MILITARY SERVICE CLAIM 

 
[   ] I am applying for a charter halibut permit based on orders to report for military service as a member of a branch 

of the National Guard or military reserve  that prevented my intent to participate as a charter halibut business 
owner in the charter vessel fishery in 2004 or 2005.    

 
 You must provide documentation in support of your claim. 
 
  ♦ I certify that to the best of my knowledge I do not otherwise qualify for a charter halibut permit. 

 
 ♦ I certify that I owned a charter halibut business that met the participation requirement (a minimum  
   of 5 bottomfish logbook trips) in 2007 
 
 ♦ I have provided documentation supporting my claim to have been ordered to report for military service as 

a member of a branch of the National Guard or military reserve in 2004 or 2005 
 
 ♦ I have provided documentation that demonstrates my specific intent to participate as a charter halibut 

business owner in the charter halibut fishery in 2002 or 2003.  

Signature Date Signed 

 
BLOCK E1 – IDENTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP 

Duplicate this block as necessary to display all of the Applicant’s owners (and owners of owners) 
If the Applicant identified in Block A is not an individual (i.e. is a corporation, partnership or some other entity), 
provide the name(s) of all owners of the Applicant together with the percent of ownership in the space below.  If a 
listed owner is not an individual, provide the same information for each such owner, including the percent of 
ownership.  
Name of Owner %  Interest Name of Owner % Interest
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                                                       BLOCK E2 -- IDENTIFICATION OF AFFILIATION 
Duplicate this block as necessary to display all of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated.  
Affiliation means a relationship between two or more entities in which one directly or indirectly owns or controls  
a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, another; or a third entity directly or indirectly owns or  
controls a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, both.   
 
Provide the names of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated at 10 percent or greater level of ownership or  
control.  You do not need to repeat owner names provided in Block E.1. 
 
Name of Affiliate %  Interest Name of Affiliate % Interest
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 
BLOCK F  – APPLICANT SIGNATURE 

Under penalty of perjury, I certify by my signature below that I have examined the information and the claims provided 
on this application and, to the best of my knowledge, all statements in the application are true.  The applicant complied 
with all legal requirements that pertained to the bottomfish logbook fishing trips in 2004 and 2005 and/or the halibut 
logbook fishing trips in 2007 that were reported under the applicant’s ADF&G Business License.   

1.  Signature of Applicant:   

  

2.  Date: 

3.  Printed Name of Applicant: (Note:  If completed by authorized representative, attach authorization.): 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two hours per response, including the time for reviewing 
the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 
of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. 
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form please note the following:  1) NMFS may not conduct or sponsor this information request, and you are not 
required to respond to this information request, unless the form displays a currently valid OMB control number; 2) This information is 
being used to implement the Charter Halibut Vessel Program for IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C or 3A; 3) Federal law and regulations 
require and authorize NMFS to manage charter halibut programs in Alaska; 4) Submission of this information is mandatory for any entity 
participating in charter halibut fishing; 5) This information is used to monitor the charter vessel program under the Northern Pacific 
Halibut Act of 1982;  6) Responses to this information request are not confidential. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Instructions 
APPLICATION FOR CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT(S)  

FOR IPHC REGULATORY AREAS 2C OR 3A 
 

 
Applications must be received by (MON) (DAY), 2009. 

LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE DENIED. 
 

General Permit Requirements 
 
Charter halibut permit. In addition to other applicable permit and licensing requirements, any charter vessel 
operator with one or more charter vessel anglers catching and retaining Pacific halibut onboard the charter 
vessel must have onboard the vessel a valid charter halibut permit or permits endorsed for the regulatory area in 
which the vessel is operating and endorsed for the number of charter vessel anglers catching and retaining 
Pacific halibut. 
 
Area endorsement. A charter halibut permit is valid only in the International Pacific Halibut Commission 
regulatory area for which it is endorsed.  Regulatory areas are defined in the annual management measures 
published pursuant to § 300.62. 
 
Charter vessel angler endorsement. A charter halibut permit is valid only for the maximum number of charter 
vessel anglers for which the charter halibut permit is endorsed. 

 
Charter Halibut Permits will be issued to persons who meet the following eligibility criteria: 
 
 ♦ Owned a charter halibut fishing business that: 
 
  o Was licensed by Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 
 
  o Made at least five bottomfish logbook trips in 2004 or 2005*; and 
 
  o Made at least five halibut fish logbook trips in 2007 
 
 ♦ Met bottomfish logbook trip requirements for each area (2C or 3A) for which applying for permits. 
 
 ♦ Makes timely application during the application period. 
 
*Exemptions under  unavoidable circumstance and military service provisions may be allowed provided that the applicant meets  
required regulatory criteria.  See Block D and instructions for more information.  Refer to 50 CFR Part 300.67 for specific regulatory 
criteria. 
 
Application forms are available from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) offices and on the NMFS, 
Alaska Region, website at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov.   
 
An application period of no less than 60 days will be specified by notice in the Federal Register during which 
any person may apply for a charter vessel permit.  Any application that is submitted by mail and postmarked, or 
submitted by hand delivery or facsimile, after the last day of the application period will be denied.  
 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/
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 ♦ When completed, mail the application to:   
 
 NMFS Alaska Region 
 Restricted Access Management (RAM) 
 P.O. Box 21668 
 Juneau, Alaska  99802-1668 
 
  or deliver to: 
       709 West 9th Street Suite 713 
         Juneau, Alaska 99801 
 
  or fax to:    907-586-7354 
 
 ♦ It is important that all blocks are completed and attachments provided. Failure to answer any of the 

questions or provide any of the required documents could result in delays in the processing of your 
request for a transfer. 

 
 ♦ Direct any questions you may have to NMFS, RAM at 1-800-304-4846 (option 2) or  
  907-586-7202 (option 2). 
 
BLOCK A – APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
 1. Enter Applicant Name(s) 
 2. Enter business mailing address (street or P.O. Box, City, State, Zip Code) 
 3-5. Enter the business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address  
 6. Indicate YES or NO whether applicant is an individual U.S. Citizen. 
  If YES, enter date of birth. 
 7. Indicate whether applicant is a U.S. Corporation, partnership, association or other business entity 
  Answer YES, if 75% U.S. owned.  If YES, enter date of incorporation. 
  Answer NO, if less than 75% U.S. owned or is not a U.S. corporation, partnership or other business 

entity. 
 8. Indicate YES or NO whether the applicant is a successor-in-interest to a deceased individual or to a 

dissolved non-individual entity.   
  If YES, attach documentation of death or dissolution and evidence supporting successor-in-interest 

status 
  NOTE:  You cannot claim success-in-interest status for an individual or entity that still exists. 
 
 
BLOCK B -- SELECTION OF BEST YEAR FOR DETERMINATION OF CHARTER HALIBUT  
PERMIT ALLOCATIONS 
 
If you reviewed the Official Charter Halibut Permit Summary sent to you by NMFS, select either 2004 or 2005 

as your “best year” For each Area (2C or 3A) identified on the summary.  Only one year (2004 or 2005) 
may be selected per Area.  List any claims you may have to change the charter halibut official record 
summary in Block C.  Proceed to Block E and Block F.  

 
If you did not receive an Official Charter Halibut Permit Summary, indicate the “best year” you are selecting 

2004 or 2005, for each Area for which you are claiming a Charter Halibut Permit.  Only one year (2004 
or 2005) may be selected per Area.  Complete Block C and Block D.  Provide evidence to support your 
claims to one or more charter halibut permits.  Complete Block E.  Sign and date the application in 
Block F. 

 
If you are claiming eligibility for one or more charter halibut permits on the basis of an unavoidable 

circumstance, complete Block C, Block D, and Block E.  Sign and date the application in Block F. 
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BLOCK C1 --  CLAIMS 
 
Describe any claims you may have to change charter halibut official records. 
 
 • Check the box that best describes the nature of your claims that the charter halibut permit official record 

is inaccurate.   
 

 • If “other”, describe the nature of your claims. 
 

 • Provide documentation to support all claims. 
 
BLOCK C2 -- CHARTER HALIBUT FISHING BUSINESS(ES) OWNED IN 2004, 2005 AND 2007 
 
Provide the following information for all charter halibut guide businesses you owned in 2004, 2005 and 2007 
that you believe qualify you for charter halibut permit(s).  Use one line per business (attach additional pages if 
necessary). 
 
 Name of Business  
 Year(s) of Operation (2004, 2005 or 2007)  
 State of Alaska Business License Number 
 Charter halibut Guide License Number 
 
BLOCK C3-- VESSELS OPERATED BY CHARTER HALIBUT FISHING BUSINESS(ES) YOU 
OWNED IN 2004, 2005 AND 2007 
 
List the following information for all vessels operated by charter halibut guide business(es) you owned in 2004, 
2005 and 2007.  Use one row per vessel. 
 
 Vessel name 
 ADF&G vessel registration number. 
 United States Coast Guard (USCG) Documentation number. 
 Saltwater Charter Logbook number (by year)  
 Year of Operation (2004, 2005, and 2007) (check all that apply) 
 Number of Trips per year  (check all that apply) 
  
BLOCK D1 – UNAVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCE CLAIM 
 
Make a check mark if you are applying for a charter halibut permit based on an unavoidable circumstance that 
occurred in 2004 or 2005 or the recent participation year.  You must provide documentation in support of your 
claim. 
 Signature 
 Date signed 

 

BLOCK D2 – ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY SERVICE CLAIM 
 
Make a check mark if you are applying for a charter halibut permit based on active duty military service in the 
National Guard or military reserves that occurred in 2004 or 2005.  You must provide documentation, such as a 
copy of the orders you received from the National Guard or military serves, in support of your claim. 
 
Note:  You cannot claim both unavoidable circumstances and activity duty military service. 
 
 Signature 
 Date signed 
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BLOCK E1 – IDENTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP 
 
If the Applicant is a non-individual (i.e., a corporation, partnership or other entity), provide the names of, and 
the percentage of ownership held by, all its owners.  If a listed owner is not an individual, provide the same 
information for each such owner until all owners, and their percent of ownership, is reflected to the individual 
level.  Information should be provided to the individual level.  See example below: 
 
 

Name of Owner % Interest 

Joe Charter 25% 
Alice Charter 25% 
Charter Family Holdings, Inc. 50% 

A. Charterholder 25% (of 50%) 
B. Charterholder 25% (of 50%) 
C. Charterholder 25% (of 50%) 
D. Charterholder 25% (of 50%) 

 
Duplicate the form, or attach a separate sheet of paper if necessary to display all of the Applicant’s owners (and 
owners of the Applicant’s owners to the individual level). 
 
BLOCK E2 -- IDENTIFICATION OF AFFILIATION 
 
Provide the names of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated. 
 
 ♦ Affiliation means a relationship between two or more entities in which one directly or indirectly owns or 

controls a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, another, or a third entity directly or 
indirectly owns or controls a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, both.   

 
 ♦ An indirect interest is one that passes through one or more intermediate entities.  An entity's percentage 

of indirect interest is equal to the entity's percentage of direct interest in an intermediate entity 
multiplied by the intermediate entity's percentage of direct, or indirect, interest in the applicant.  

 
 ♦ The term control includes:   
   Ownership of more than 10% of the entity;  
   The right to direct the business of the entity;  
   The right to limit the actions of or replace the chief executive officer, a majority of the board of 

directors, any general partner, or any person serving in a management capacity of the entity; or  
   The right to direct the operation of the applicant’s business.   
   The term "control" does not include the right to simply participate in the above actions. 
 
BLOCK F  – APPLICANT SIGNATURE 
 
Applicant must print name, sign and date the application.  If completed by an authorized representative, attach 
authorization. 
 



Charter Halibut Vessel Permit Transfer Application 
Page 1 of 8 

Revised: 10/08/2008                                                                                                                                                 OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx; Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 
 

 
CHARTER  
HALIBUT 

PROGRAM 

 
 

APPLICATION  
FOR TRANSFER OF  

CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT  

U.S. Dept. of Commerce 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Alaska Region 
Restricted Access Management 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska  99802-1668 
(800) 304-4846 toll free / 586-7202 in Juneau    
(907) 586-7354 fax 

 
BLOCK A - REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 

 
Use this block to determine which forms and other information must be included with your transfer.  Please check each 
applicable box below to ensure that your application is complete and can be processed in a timely manner.   
 
[   ] Completed Application 
[   ]  Original charter halibut permit(s) attached 

 
[   ] Power of Attorney (if applicable) 
[   ] Transferee Ownership and affiliation  

 
BLOCK B - IDENTIFICATION OF CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT(S) TO BE TRANSFERRED 

 
1.  List Charter Halibut Permit Number(s):  

2.  Is this transfer a single group of “grandfathered” Charter Halibut Permits?  
   [   ]  YES   [   ]  NO 
 
     If YES, does the transfer of these permits include the sale or purchase of the transferor’s entire charter  
     halibut business?   
   [    ]   YES  [    ]  NO 
     If NO, your transfer will not be approved as submitted.    
 

BLOCK C – TRANSFEROR (SELLER) INFORMATION 
 
1.  Name of Transferor (as it appears on the permits) 
  
2.  Permanent Business Mailing Address 
 

3.  Temporary Mailing Address (if applicable) 
 
 
 

4.  Business Telephone No. 
  

5.  Business Fax No. 6.  E-mail Address         

 
BLOCK D – TRANSFEREE (RECEIVER) INFORMATION 

 
1.  Is the person applying to receive the permit(s) an U.S. Citizen or a U.S. Business with 75% U.S. ownership 
     (individual, corporation, partnership, or other association)?  
 
     [   ]  YES   [   ]  NO   
     If NO, STOP HERE.  This person is not eligible to receive a permit.    
 
2.  Name of Receiver(s) (as it will appear on the permit) 
 
3.  Business Mailing Address 
 
 
 

4.  Temporary Mailing Address (if applicable) 
 
 

 
5.  Business Telephone No.  
 

 
6.  Business Fax No. 

 
7.  E-mail Address 
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REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED UNLESS ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED IS PROVIDED 

 

BLOCK E1 – OWNERSHIP DOCUMENTATION 
To be completed by the Transferee (Receiver) 

Provide the names of each person, to the individual level, holding an ownership or control interest of 10% or more in the 
Charter Halibut Permit(s) being transferred and the percentage ownership each person and individual will hold.  If the 
Transferee is a non-individual (i.e., a corporation, partnership or other entity), provide the names of, and the percentage 
of ownership held by, all of its owners to the individual level.   

Name Percentage Ownership 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

BLOCK E2 – IDENTIFICATION OF AFFILIATION 
To be completed by the Transferee (Receiver) 

Duplicate this block as necessary to display all of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated. 
Affiliation means a relationship between two or more entities in which one directly or indirectly owns or controls  
a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, another; or a third entity directly or indirectly owns or  
controls a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, both.   
 
Provide the names of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated at 10 percent or greater level of ownership or 
control. You do not need to repeat owner names provided in Block E1. 
Name of Affiliate %  Interest Name of Affiliate %  Interest 
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BLOCK F - TO BE COMPLETED BY THE TRANSFEROR (SELLER) 

 
1.   What is the total amount being paid for the permit(s) in this transaction, including all fees?     $ _________________ 
        
       Does this price include the price of the charter halibut business                         [    ]  YES       [    ]  NO 
               
 
2.  What is your reason(s) for transferring the permit?  (check all that apply) 
        
      [   ]  Retirement from the fishery(ies) [   ]  Enter other fishery(ies) [   ]  Pursue non-fishing activities 
 
 [   ]  Other (explain) [   ]  Health problems 
 
 
 

BLOCK G – TO BE COMPLETED BY THE TRANSFEREE (RECEIVER) 
Note:  Leasing of Charter Halibut Permits is prohibited.   
 
1.  Is the permit being used as collateral for a loan?         [   ]  YES [   ]  NO  
 
      If YES, name of party holding security interest or lien:   

 
2.  Does the transfer of this Charter Halibut Permit include the sale of the charter halibut business? 
 
   [   ]  YES [   ]  NO 
    
     If YES, identify Name of Business:                                                                                         
 
 
3.  Does the transferee currently hold other Charter Halibut Permits? 
 
 [   ]  YES [   ]  NO 
 
 If YES, the transfer of “grandfathered” Charter Halibut Permits cannot be approved. 
 
4.  Is there an agreement  
 
 to return the permit to the transferor (seller)  [   ]  YES [   ]  NO 
 
 to transfer it to any other person, [   ]  YES [   ]  NO 
 
 If YES, please explain (use attachment if necessary): 
 
 
 
5.  Is there any condition requiring the resale or conveyance of the permit?  [   ]  YES           [   ]  NO 
 
 If YES, please explain (use attachment if necessary): 
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BLOCK I – CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEROR (SELLER) 
 
Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that I have examined this application, and the information presented herein is 
true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
1.  Signature of Transferor (Seller) or Authorized Agent  
 

 
2.  Date 

 
3.  Printed Name of Transferor (Seller) or Authorized Agent  
 
 
4.  Notary Public Signature ATTEST            
 

6.  Commission Expires 
 
 
 

 
5.  Affix Notary Stamp or Seal Here 

 
 

BLOCK J - TRANSFEREE (RECEIVER) 
 
Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that I have examined this application, and the information presented herein 
is true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
1.  Signature of Transferee (Receiver) or Authorized Agent 

 
2.  Date 

 
3.  Printed Name of Transferee (Receiver) or Authorized Agent 
 
 
4.  Notary Public Signature ATTEST            
 
 
6.  Commission Expires 
 
 

 
5.  Affix Notary Stamp or Seal Here 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Alaska Region, 
NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form please note the following:  1) NMFS may not conduct or sponsor this information request, and you are not 
required to respond to this information request, unless the form displays a currently valid OMB control number; 2) This information is 
being used to implement the Charter Halibut Vessel Program for IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C or 3A; 3) Federal law and regulations 
require and authorize NMFS to manage charter halibut programs in Alaska; 4) Submission of this information is mandatory for any 
entity participating in charter halibut fishing; 5) This information is used to monitor the charter vessel program under the Northern 
Pacific Halibut Act of 1982;  6) Responses to this information request are not confidential. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Revised: 10/08/2008                                                                                                                                               OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx; Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 
 

 
Instructions For 

APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER 
CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT 

  
General Information 

 
Application forms are available from National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) offices and on the NMFS, Alaska 
Region, web site at http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov.  Electronic submittal of the application is not accepted, because 
each application would require the original signature of the applicant to be complete.   
 

 Both the proposed transferor (seller) and the proposed transferee (receiver) must complete and sign this application.   
 

 Original permits must be attached, unless they have been lost or destroyed (see Block A instructions) 
 

 When completed, the application should be mailed to:   
 
 NMFS Alaska Region 
 Restricted Access Management (RAM) 
 P.O. Box 21668 
 Juneau, Alaska  99802-1668 
 or delivered to: 
  

709 West 9th Street Suite 713 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

 
 

 Please allow at least ten working days for your application to be processed.   Items will be sent by first class mail, 
unless you provide alternate instructions and include a prepaid mailer with appropriate postage or corporate account 
number for express delivery. 

 
 It is important that all blocks are completed and attachments provided. Failure to answer any of the questions or provide 

any of the required documents could result in delays in the processing of your request for a transfer. 
 

 Direct any questions you may have to NMFS, RAM at 1-800-304-4846 (option 2) or (907) 586-7202 (option 2). 
 

Completing the Application Form - Specific Instructions 
 

BLOCK A - REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
 
Use this list as a guide to make sure you have included all the necessary items in the mailing of your application.  This 
will ensure timely processing of your transfer application. If you have lost your original permit, you will need to complete 
a replacement application form.  This application is available on the NMFS, Alaska Region web site at 
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov.  You may also call RAM at one of the numbers listed above and request the application be 
mailed or faxed to you; or you may visit the RAM office (709 W 9th Street, 7th Floor, Suite 713, Juneau, Alaska) and pick 
up the application. 
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BLOCK B - IDENTIFICATION OF PERMIT TO BE TRANSFERRED 
 
Enter the identity of the charter halibut permit(s) to be transferred.  You may use one application to transfer multiple 
permits held by the same transferor to the same transferee. 
 
 1. List Permit Number(s) 

 2. Indicate if this transfer is a single group of “grandfathered” Charter Halibut Permits. 

  If YES, indicate whether the transfer of these permits includes the sale or purchase of the transferor’s 
entire charter halibut business.  The transfer of charter halibut permits that were grandfathered 
together over the ownership use caps may continue to transfer together provided that the transferor 
(seller) is selling the entire charter halibut business to the transferee (buyer). 

  If NO, your transfer will not be approved as submitted 
BLOCK C – TRANSFEROR (SELLER) INFORMATION 

 
 1. Enter the full name as it appears on the permit. 
 
 2. Enter the permanent business mailing address, include city, state, and zip code. 
 
 3. Enter the temporary mailing address (include city, state, and zip code), if you would like the transfer 

documentation sent somewhere other than to your permanent address. 
 
 4-5. Enter the business telephone and fax numbers, including area code. 
 
 6. Enter the e-mail address (if available). 
 
BLOCK D – TRANSFEREE (RECEIVER) INFORMATION 
 
 1. Indicate if the person applying to receive the permit(s) by transfer is a U.S. Citizen or U.S business with 

at least 25% U.S. ownership (i.e., an individual, corporation, partnership or other U.S. association, as 
defined at chapter 121, title 46, U.S.C.).   

  If NO, STOP, this person is not eligible to receive a permit by transfer.   
 
  Being an initial recipient of one or more Charter Halibut Permits does not entitle you to receive 

additional permits by transfer if you do not meet the U.S. Citizen or U.S. business requirement. 
 
 2. Enter the full name as it will appear on the permit. 
 
 3. Enter the permanent business mailing address, include city, state, and zip code. 
 
 4. Enter the temporary mailing address (include city, state, and zip code), if you would like the transfer 

documentation sent somewhere other than to your permanent address. 
 
 5-6. Enter the business telephone and fax numbers, including area code. 
 
 7. Enter the e-mail address (if available). 
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REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

APPLICATION WILL NOT BE PROCESSED  
UNLESS ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED IN BLOCKS E, F AND G IS PROVIDED 

 
 
BLOCK E1 – CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT OWNERSHIP DOCUMENTATION (to be provided by the 
transferee/receiver) 
  
Enter the names of all persons, to the individual level, who will hold an ownership or control interest of 10% or 
more in the Charter Halibut Permit being transferred and the percentage ownership each person and individual 
will hold in the permit.   
 
If the Transferee is a non-individual (i.e., a corporation, partnership or other entity), provide the names of, and the 
percentage of ownership held by, all of its owners. Information should be provided to the individual level. See 
example below:  
 

Name of Owner  % Interest  

Joe Groundfish 25%  

Alice Groundfish  25%  

LLP Family Holdings, Inc. 50%  

A. LLP Holder  25% (of 50%)  

B. LLP Holder   25% (of 50%)  

C. LLP Holder  25% (of 50%)  

D. LLP Holder  25% (of 50%)  
 
 
BLOCK E2 – IDENTIFICATION OF AFFILIATION 
 
Provide the names of the persons with whom the applicant is affiliated. 
 
 ♦ Affiliation means a relationship between two or more entities in which one directly or indirectly owns or 

controls a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, another, or a third entity directly or 
indirectly owns or controls a 10 percent or greater interest in, or otherwise controls, both.   

 
 ♦ An indirect interest is one that passes through one or more intermediate entities.  An entity's percentage of 

indirect interest is equal to the entity's percentage of direct interest in an intermediate entity multiplied by the 
intermediate entity's percentage of direct, or indirect, interest in the applicant.  

 
 ♦ The term control includes:   
   Ownership of more than 10% of the entity;  
   The right to direct the business of the entity;  
   The right to limit the actions of or replace the chief executive officer, a majority of the board of directors, 

 any general partner, or any person serving in a management capacity of the entity; or  
   The right to direct the operation of the applicant’s business.   
   The term "control" does not include the right to simply participate in the above actions. 
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BLOCK F - TO BE COMPLETED BY THE TRANSFEROR (SELLER) 
 
 1. Indicate the total amount being paid for the permit(s) in this transaction, including all fees.  The total 

amount entered should include any and all monies collected on behalf of the seller for the subject 
permit(s). 

 
  Indicate whether this amount includes the price of the charter halibut business.  If the sale of the permit(s) 

is combined with, or part of, the sale of some other asset (i.e., a charter halibut business), the sales price 
of the permit must be specified, including any fees that will later be paid out to other parties for the 
expenses of brokering or assisting in the sale of this permit.  

 
 2. Indicate reason(s) for transferring the permit(s).  Please check all boxes that apply to this transaction. 

 
BLOCK G - TO BE COMPLETED BY THE TRANSFEREE (RECEIVER) 

 
 1. Indicate if the Charter Halibut Permit will be used as collateral for a loan.   
  If YES, enter the name of entity or person(s) who will hold the lien or security interest.  

 
  2. Indicate if the transfer of this Charter Halibut Permit includes the sale of the charter halibut business.    
   If YES, identify the name of the business.   
 
  3. Indicate whether the transferee currently holds other Charter Halibut Permits. 
   If YES, the transfer of “grandfathered” Charter Halibut Permits cannot be approved 
 

4. Indicate whether or not there is an agreement to return the permit to the transferor (seller), or any 
other person, or a condition placed on resale.   

  If YES, provide details.   
  Note:  Leasing of Charter Halibut Permits is prohibited. 

 
BLOCKS H & I - CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEROR AND TRANSFEREE 
 
Certify with signature and enter printed name and date signed.  If completed by authorized representative, 
attach authorization.  A Notary Public must attest and affix a Notary Stamp or Seal.  
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CHARTER 
HALIBUT 

PROGRAM 
 

Application For  
COMMUNITY CHARTER HALIBUT 

PERMIT or 
MILITARY CHARTER HALIBUT 

PERMIT 
 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
NOAA National Marine Fisheries 
Service 
Restricted Access Management 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, AK  99802-1668 
Fax: 907-586-7354 
Telephone:  800-304-4646 toll  
Free or 907-586-7202 in Juneau 

                                                                       BLOCK A--TYPE OF PERMIT 
   
 [    ]  Community Charter Halibut Permit 
   An authorized Community Quota Entity (CQE) must apply for this permit on behalf of the eligible community.   
   Complete Blocks A and B.  Sign and date Block D.  See instructions for list of eligible communities. 
 
   Enter the name of the community you represent. 
 
 
 
 [    ] Military Charter Halibut Permit 
   Complete Blocks A, C and sign and date Block D. 
 
   Enter the Branch of the United States Armed Services you represent. 
 
                                                          BLOCK B –APPLICANT INFORMATION 
1.  Applicant’s Name 
 
 
2.  Business Mailing Address (Street or P.O. Box, City, State, Zip Code): 

3. Business Telephone Number: 4.  Business Fax Number: 5.  Business E-mail Address: 
 
 

                                                     BLOCK C – COMMUNITY CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT(S) REQUEST 
Enter the name(s) of the community that the CQE represents (duplicate this page if needed). 
 
For each community charter permit you are requesting, specify the name(s) of the person(s) and number of permits to be 
issued to that person. 

Full Legal Name of Person 
Using the Community Charter Halibut Permit 

Number of Permits to be 
Issued to That Person 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

                                                              BLOCK D – MILITARY CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT(S) REQUEST 
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List the number of Military Charter Halibut Permits you are requesting for each area:    _______ for 2C   and   _______ for 3A 
 

 

BLOCK E  – CQE APPLICANT SIGNATURE 

Under penalty of perjury, I certify by my signature below that I have examined the information and the claims provided on 
this application and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information presented here is true, correct, and complete.  
Individual signing this application may be required to provide documentation of his/her authority to apply on behalf of the 
Applicant. 

Signature of Applicant:                      

  
                                                                

Date: 

Printed Name of individual completing this application  
on behalf of CQE  

 

 

Title of individual completing this application  
on behalf of CQE  

BLOCK F  – MILITARY  APPLICANT SIGNATURE 

Under penalty of perjury, I certify by my signature below that I have examined the information and the claims provided on 
this application and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information presented here is true, correct, and complete.  
Individual signing this application may be required to provide documentation of his/her authority to apply on behalf of the 
Applicant. 

Signature of Applicant:                      

  
                                                                

Date: 

Printed Name of individual completing this application  
on behalf of Branch of Military Service 

 

 

Rank in Service of individual completing this application  
on behalf of Branch of Military Service 

__________________________________________________________________________________
PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average one hour per response, including the time 
for reviewing the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing 
and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable 
Fisheries Division, Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form please note the following:  1) NMFS may not conduct or sponsor this information request, and 
you are not required to respond to this information request, unless the form displays a currently valid OMB control number; 
2) This information is being used to implement the Charter Halibut Moratorium Program for IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C or 
3A; 3) Federal law and regulations require and authorize NMFS to manage charter halibut programs in Alaska; 4) 
Submission of this information is mandatory for any entity participating in charter halibut fishing; 5) This information is 
used to monitor the charter moratorium program under the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982;  6) Responses to this 
information request are not confidential. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Application Instructions 

 
COMMUNITY CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT   

OR   
MILITARY CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT 

 
 
 

General Information 
 
Application forms are available National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) offices and on the NMFS, Alaska 
Region, web site at http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov.   
 
When completed, the application should be mailed to:   
 

NMFS Alaska Region 
Restricted Access Management (RAM) 

P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska  99802-1668 

 
faxed to:     907-586-7354 
  
or delivered to: 
  

709 West 9th Street Suite 713 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

 
 
Please allow at least ten working days for your application to be processed.   Items will be sent by first class 
mail, unless you provide alternate instructions and include a prepaid mailer with appropriate postage or 
corporate account number for express delivery. 
 
It is important that all blocks are completed and attachments provided. Failure to answer any of the questions or 
provide any of the required documents could result in delays in the processing of your request for a transfer. 
 
Direct any questions you may have to NMFS, RAM at 1-800-304-4846 (option 2) or (907) 586-7202 (option 2). 

 
 

Completing the Application Form - Specific Instructions 
 
 
BLOCK A—TYPE OF PERMIT 
 
Indicate the type of permit for which you are applying.   
 
 ♦ Community Charter Halibut Permit 
  If Applicant is a Community Quota Entity (CQE) requesting Community Charter Halibut Permits, enter 

the name of the community represented by the CQE in this application.   
 
  NOTE:  Each eligible community must form a non-profit entity or CQE to represent it prior to applying 

for a Community Charter Halibut Permit.  This non-profit must apply to NMFS/RAM for certification 
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of eligibility as a CQE using the “Application for a Non-Profit to be Designated as a Community Quota 
Entity (CQE)”. 

 
  Only the following communities are eligible to obtain Community Charter Halibut Permits in the area 

designated for the community.   
 

Eligible Communities for 2C 
Community Charter Halibut Permits 

Eligible Communities for 3A 
Community Charter Halibut Permits 

  
Angoon Akhiok 
Coffman Cove Chenega 
Edna bay Halibut Cove 
Hollis Karluk 
Hoonah Larsen Bay 
Hydaburg Nanwalek 
Kake Old Harbor 
Kassan Ouzinkie 
Klawock Port Graham 
Metlakatla Port Lions 
Meyers Chuck Seldovia 
Pelican Tatitlek 
Point Baker Tyonek 
Port Alexander Yakutat 
Port Protection 
Tenakee 
Thorne Bay 
Whale Pass 

 

 
 
 ♦ Military Charter Halibut Permit 
  If Applicant is applying for Military Charter Halibut Permits,  
   enter the Branch of the United States Armed Services you represent 
  Complete Blocks A, C and sign Block D 
 
BLOCK B –APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
 1. Applicant’s name 
 
 2. Business mailing address (Street or P.O. Box, city, state, zip code) 
 
 3-5. Business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address 
 
BLOCK C – COMMUNITY CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT(S) REQUEST 
 
Enter the name(s) of the community that the CQE represents. 
 
For each community charter halibut permit you are requesting, specify the following information. 
 
 1. Name(s) of the persons who will use the community charter halibut permit on behalf of the CQE. 
 
 2. The number of community charter halibut permits to be issued to that person. 
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BLOCK D – MILITARY CHARTER HALIBUT PERMIT(S) REQUEST 
 
List the number of Military Charter Halibut Permits you are requesting for each area, 2C and 3A.  
 
BLOCK E  – CQE APPLICANT SIGNATURE 
 
The individual completing this application must print his/her name, provide his/her title, and sign and date this 
application.  This individual may be required to provide documentation demonstrating his/her authority. 
 
BLOCK F  – MILITARY APPLICANT SIGNATURE 
 
The individual completing this application must print his/her name, provide his/her rank in service, and sign and 
date this application.  This individual may be required to provide documentation demonstrating his/her 
authority. 



From the U.S. Code Online via GPO Access 
[wais.access.gpo.gov] 
[Laws in effect as of January 3, 2006] 
[CITE: 16USC773a] 
 
  
                         TITLE 16--CONSERVATION 
  
              CHAPTER 10--NORTHERN PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHING 
  
           SUBCHAPTER IV--NORTHERN PACIFIC HALIBUT ACT OF 1982 
  
Sec. 773a. International Pacific Halibut Commission 
 
 
(a) United States Commissioners 
 
    The United States shall be represented on the Commission by three  
United States Commissioners to be appointed by the President and to  
serve at his pleasure. The Commissioners shall receive no compensation  
for their services as Commissioners. Each United States Commissioner  
shall be appointed for a term of office not to exceed 2 years, but is  
eligible for reappointment. Any United States Commissioner may be  
appointed for a term of less than 2 years if such appointment is  
necessary to ensure that the terms of office of not more than two  
Commissioners will expire in any 1 year. A vacancy among the United  
States Commissioners shall be filled by the President in the manner in  
which the original appointment was made, but any Commissioner appointed  
to fill a vacancy occurring before the expiration of the term for which  
the Commissioner's predecessor was appointed shall be appointed only for  
the remainder of such term. Of the Commissioners-- 
        (1) one shall be an official of the National Oceanic and  
    Atmospheric Administration; and 
        (2) two shall be knowledgeable or experienced concerning the  
    Northern Pacific halibut fishery; of these, one shall be a resident  
    of Alaska and the other shall be a nonresident of Alaska. Of the  
    three commissioners described in paragraphs (1) and (2), one shall  
    be a voting member of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council. 
        (3) Commissioners shall not be considered Federal employees  
    except for the purposes of injury compensation or tort claims  
    liability as provided in section 8101 et seq. of title 5 and section  
    2671 et seq. of title 28. This subsection shall take effect on the  
    90th day after May 17, 1982. 
 
(b) Alternate United States Commissioners 
 
    The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Secretary, may  
designate from time to time alternate United States Commissioners to the  
commission. An Alternate United States Commissioner may exercise, at any  
meeting of the Commission, all powers and duties of a United States  
Commissioner in the absence of a duly designated Commissioner for  
whatever reason. The number of such alternate United States  
Commissioners that may be designated for any such meeting shall be  
limited to the number of authorized United States Commissioners that  
will not be present. 
 
(Pub. L. 97-176, Sec. 3, May 17, 1982, 96 Stat. 78.) 
 
 



e-CFR Data is current as of October 17, 2008  

 
Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 

PART 300—INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES REGULATIONS 

§ 300.62   Annual management measures. 

Annual management measures may be added and modified through adoption by the Commission and 
publication in the Federal Register by the Assistant Administrator, with immediate regulatory effect. Such 
measures may include, inter alia, provisions governing: Licensing of vessels, inseason actions, regulatory 
areas, fishing periods, closed periods, closed areas, catch limits (quotas), fishing period limits, size limits, 
careful release of halibut, vessel clearances, logs, receipt and possession of halibut, fishing gear, 
retention of tagged halibut, supervision of unloading and weighing, and sport fishing for halibut. The 
Assistant Administrator will publish the Commission's regulations setting forth annual management 
measures in the Federal Register by March 15 each year. Annual management measures may be 
adjusted inseason by the Commission. 
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e-CFR Data is current as of October 17, 2008  
 
Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 679—FISHERIES OF THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OFF ALASKA  
Subpart D—Individual Fishing Quota Management Measures  

§ 679.43   Determinations and appeals. 
(a) General. This section describes the procedure for appealing initial administrative determinations made in this title under parts 679, 680, and under subpart E of 
part 300. This section does not apply to initial administrative determinations made under §679.30(d). 

(b) Who may appeal. Any person whose interest is directly and adversely affected by an initial administrative determination may file a written appeal. For purposes of 
this section, such persons will be referred to as “applicant” or “appellant.” 

(c) Submission of appeals. Appeals must be in writing and must be mailed to the: National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of Administrative Appeals (OAA), P. O. 
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802–1668, or delivered to National Marine Fisheries Service, Attention: Appeals (OAA), 709 W. 9th Street, Room 453, Juneau, AK 99801. 

(d) Timing of appeals. (1) If an applicant appeals an initial administrative determination, the appeal must be filed not later than 60 days after the date the 
determination is issued. 

(2) The time period within which an appeal may be filed begins to run on the date the initial administrative determination is issued. If the last day of the time period is 
a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, the time period will extend to the close of business on the next business day. 

(e) Address of record. General —NMFS will establish as the address of record the address used by the applicant in initial correspondence to NMFS concerning the 
application. Notifications of all actions affecting the applicant after establishing an address of record will be mailed to that address, unless the applicant provides 
NMFS, in writing, with any changes to that address. NMFS bears no responsibility if a notification is sent to the address of record and is not received because the 
applicant's actual address has changed without notification to NMFS. 

(f) Statement of reasons for appeals. Applicants must timely submit a full written statement in support of the appeal, including a concise statement of the reasons the 
initial administrative determination has a direct and adverse effect on the applicant and should be reversed or modified. If the applicant requests a hearing on any 
issue presented in the appeal, such request for hearing must be accompanied by a concise written statement raising genuine and substantial issues of adjudicative 
fact for resolution and a list of available and specifically identified reliable evidence upon which the factual issues can be resolved. The appellate officer will limit 
his/her review to the issues stated in the appeal; all issues not set out in the appeal will be waived. 

(g) Hearings. The appellate officer will review the applicant's appeal and request for hearing, and has discretion to proceed as follows: 

(1) Deny the appeal; 

(2) Issue a decision on the merits of the appeal, if the record contains sufficient information on which to reach final judgment; or 

(3) Order that a hearing be conducted. The appellate officer may so order only if the appeal demonstrates the following: 

(i) There is a genuine and substantial issue of adjudicative fact for resolution at a hearing. A hearing will not be ordered on issues of policy or law. 

(ii) The factual issue can be resolved by available and specifically identified reliable evidence. A hearing will not be ordered on the basis of mere allegations or 
denials or general descriptions of positions and contentions. 

(iii) The evidence described in the request for hearing, if established at hearing, would be adequate to justify resolution of the factual issue in the way sought by the 
applicant. A hearing will not be ordered if the evidence described is insufficient to justify the factual determination sought, even if accurate. 

(iv) Resolution of the factual issue in the way sought by the applicant is adequate to justify the action requested. A hearing will not be ordered on factual issues that 
are not determinative with respect to the action requested. 

(h) Types of hearings. If the appellate officer determines that a hearing should be held to resolve one or more genuine and substantial issues of adjudicative fact, 
he/she may order: 

(1) A written hearing, as provided in paragraph (m) of this section; or 

(2) An oral hearing, as provided in paragraph (n) of this section. 

(i) Authority of the appellate officer. The appellate officer is vested with general authority to conduct all hearings in an orderly manner, including the authority to: 

(1) Administer oaths. 

(2) Call and question witnesses. 

(3) Issue a written decision based on the record. 

(j) Evidence. All evidence that is relevant, material, reliable, and probative may be included in the record. Formal rules of evidence do not apply to hearings 
conducted under this section. 

(k) Appellate officers' decisions. The appellate officer will close the record and issue a decision after determining there is sufficient information to render a decision on 
the record of the proceedings and that all procedural requirements have been met. The decision must be based solely on the record of the proceedings. Except as 
provided in paragraph (o) of this section, an appellate officer's decision takes effect 30 days after it is issued and, upon taking effect, is the final agency action for 
purposes of judicial review. 

(l) Disqualification of an appellate officer. (1) The appellate officer will withdraw from an appeal at any time he/she deems himself/herself disqualified. 

(2) The appellate officer may withdraw from an appeal on an appellant's motion if: 

(i) The motion is entered prior to the appellate officer's issuance of a decision; and 

(ii) The appellant demonstrates that the appellate officer has a personal bias or any other basis for disqualification. 

(3) If the appellate officer denies a motion to withdraw, he/she will so rule on the record. 

(m) Written hearing. (1) An appellate officer may order a written hearing under paragraph (h)(1) of this section if he/she: 

(i) Orders a hearing as provided in paragraph (g)(3) of this section; and 

(ii) Determines that the issues to be resolved at hearing can be resolved by allowing the appellant to present written materials to support his/her position. 

(2) After ordering a written hearing, the appellate officer will: 

(i) Provide the appellant with notification that a written hearing has been ordered. 

(ii) Provide the appellant with a statement of issues to be determined at hearing. 

(iii) Provide the appellant with 30 days to file a written response. The appellant may also provide documentary evidence to support his/her position. The period to file 
a written response may be extended at the sole discretion of the appellate officer, if the appellant shows good cause for the extension. 

(3) The appellate officer may, after reviewing the appellant's written response and documentary evidence: 

(i) Order that an oral hearing be held, as provided in paragraph (h)(2) of this section, to resolve issues that cannot be resolved through the written hearing process; 

(ii) Request supplementary evidence from the appellant before closing the record; or 

(iii) Close the record. 

(4) The appellate officer will close the record and issue a decision after determining that the information on the record is sufficient to render a decision. 
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(n) Oral hearing. (1) The appellate officer may order an oral hearing under paragraphs (h)(2) and (m)(3)(i) of this section if he/she: 

(i) Orders a hearing as provided in paragraph (g)(3) of this section; and 

(ii) Determines that the issues to be resolved at hearing can best be resolved through the oral hearing process. 

(2) After ordering an oral hearing, the appellate officer will: 

(i) Provide the appellant with notification that an oral hearing has been ordered. 

(ii) Provide the appellant with a statement of issues to be determined at hearing. 

(iii) Provide the appellant with notification, at least 30 days in advance, of the place, date, and time of the oral hearing. Oral hearings will be held in Juneau, AK, at 
the prescribed date and time, unless the appellate officer determines, based upon good cause shown, that a different place, date, or time will better serve the 
interests of justice. A continuance of the oral hearing may be ordered at the sole discretion of the appellate officer if the appellant shows good cause for the 
continuance. 

(3) The appellate officer may, either at his/her own discretion or on the motion of the appellant, order a pre-hearing conference, either in person or telephonically, to 
consider: 

(i) The simplification of issues. 

(ii) The possibility of obtaining stipulations, admissions of facts, and agreements to the introduction of documents. 

(iii) The possibility of settlement or other means to facilitate resolution of the case. 

(iv) Such other matters as may aid in the disposition of the proceedings. 

(4) The appellate officer must provide the appellant with notification of a pre-hearing conference, if one is ordered, at least 30 days in advance of the conference. All 
action taken at the pre-hearing conference will be made part of the record. 

(5) At the beginning of the oral hearing, the appellate officer may first seek to obtain stipulations as to material facts and the issues involved and may state any other 
issues on which he/she may wish to have evidence presented. Issues to be resolved at the hearing will be limited to those identified by the appellate officer as 
provided in paragraph (g)(3) of this section. The appellant will then be given an opportunity to present his/her case. 

(6) During the oral hearing, the appellant has the right to present reliable and material oral or documentary evidence and to conduct such cross-examination as may 
be required in the interests of justice. 

(7) After the conclusion of the oral hearing, the appellant may be given time by the appellate officer to submit any supplementary information that may assist in the 
resolution of the case. 

(8) The appellate officer will close the record and issue a decision after determining that the information on the record is sufficient to render a decision. 

(o) Review by the Regional Administrator. An appellate officer's decision is subject to review by the Regional Administrator, as provided in this paragraph (o). 

(1) The Regional Administrator may affirm, reverse, modify, or remand the appellate officer's decision before the 30-day effective date of the decision provided in 
paragraph (k) of this section. 

(2) The Regional Administrator may take any of these actions on or after the 30-day effective date by issuing a stay of the decision before the 30-day effective date. 
An action taken under paragraph (o)(1) of this section takes effect immediately. 

(3) The Regional Administrator must provide a written explanation why an appellate officer's decision has been reversed, modified, or remanded. 

(4) The Regional Administrator must promptly notify the appellant(s) of any action taken under this paragraph (o). 

(5) The Regional Administrator's decision to affirm, reverse, or modify an appellate officer's decision is a final agency action for purposes of judicial review. 

(p) Issuance of a non-transferable license. A non-transferable license will be issued to a person upon acceptance of his or her appeal of an initial administrative 
determination denying an application for a license for license limitation groundfish, crab species under §679.4(k) or scallops under §679.4(g). This non-transferable 
license authorizes a person to conduct directed fishing for groundfish, crab species, or catch and retain scallops and will have specific endorsements and 
designations based on the person's claims in his or her application for a license. This non-transferable license expires upon the resolution of the appeal. 

[61 FR 31230, June 19, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 17753, Apr. 11, 1997; 63 FR 52657, Oct. 1, 1998; 63 FR 64879, Nov. 24, 1998; 65 FR 78118, Dec. 14, 2000; 66 
FR 27911, May 21, 2001; 67 FR 4148, Jan. 28, 2002; 67 FR 64317, Oct. 18, 2002; 67 FR 72611, Dec. 6, 2002; 68 FR 44487, July 29, 2003; 70 FR 10238, Mar. 2, 
2005; 70 FR 16754, Apr. 1, 2005] 
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Alaska Statutes.  
Title 16. Fish and Game  
Chapter 5. Fish and Game Code  
Section 815. Confidential Nature of Certain Reports and Records.  

AS 16.05.815. Confidential Nature of Certain Reports and Records. 

(a) Except as provided in (b) and (c) of this section, records required by regulations of the department concerning 
the landings of fish, shellfish, or fishery products, and annual statistical reports of fishermen, buyers, and processors 
required by regulation of the department are confidential and may not be released by the department or by the 
Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission except as set out in this subsection. The department may release 
the records and reports set out in this subsection to the Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission. The 
department and the Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission may release the records and reports set out in 
this subsection to the recipients identified in this subsection if the recipient, other than a recipient under (5) - (9) of 
this subsection, agrees to maintain the confidentiality of the records and reports. The department and the Alaska 
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission may release  
(1) any of the records and reports to the National Marine Fisheries Service and the professional staff of the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council as required for preparation and implementation of the fishery management 
plans of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council within the exclusive economic zone;  
(2) any of the records and reports to the professional staff of the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission who 
are employed in the Alaska Fisheries Information Network project for the purpose of exchanging information with 
users authorized by the department;  
(3) any of the records and reports to the Department of Revenue to assist the department in carrying out its statutory 
responsibilities;  
(4) records or reports of the total value purchased by each buyer to a municipality that levies and collects a tax on 
fish, shellfish, or fishery products if the municipality requires records of the landings of fish, shellfish, or fishery 
products to be submitted to it for purposes of verification of taxes payable;  
(5) such records and reports as necessary to be in conformity with a court order;  
(6) on request, the report of a person to the person whose fishing activity is the subject of the report, or to a designee 
of the person whose fishing activity is the subject of the report;  
(7) on request, annual statistical reports of a fisherman, buyer, or processor to the fisherman, buyer, or processor 
whose activity is the subject of the report, or to a designee of the fisherman, buyer, or processor whose activity is the 
subject of the report;  
(8) any of the records and reports to the Department of Public Safety for law enforcement purposes;  
(9) fish tickets, fish ticket information, and annual statistical reports of fishermen, buyers, and processors and 
information in those reports to the law enforcement personnel of the National Marine Fisheries Service and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for the purpose of enforcing fishery laws in waters of this state 
and in waters of the exclusive economic zone adjacent to this state;  
(10) fish tickets and fish ticket information regarding halibut to the International Pacific Halibut Commission;  
(11) any of the records and reports to the child support services agency created in AS 25.27.010 , or the child 
support enforcement agency of another state, for child support purposes authorized under law; and  
(12) [Effective January 1, 2005]. any of the records and reports to the Department of Natural Resources to assist the 
department in carrying out its statutory responsibilities in regard to sport fishing operations and sport fishing guides 
within the Kenai River Special Management Area under AS 41.21.500 - 41.21.514.  
(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, records or reports received by the department which do not identify 
individual fishermen, buyers, or processors or the specific locations where fish have been taken are public 
information.  
(c) Crab stock abundance survey information that reveals crab catch by sampling location is confidential and is not 
subject to inspection or copying under AS 40.25.110 - 40.25.120 until the close of the fishing season for which the 
survey was conducted.  
(d) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the department shall keep confidential (1) personal information 
contained in fish and wildlife harvest and usage data; and (2) the records of the department that concern (A) 
telemetry radio frequencies of monitored species; (B) denning sites; (C) nest locations of raptors that require special 
attention; (D) the specific location of animal capture sites used for wildlife research or management; and (E) the 
specific location of fish and wildlife species. The department may release records and information that are kept 
confidential under this subsection if the release is necessary to comply with a court order, if the requestor is a state 
or federal agency, if the requestor is under contract with the state or federal agency to conduct research on a fish or 
wildlife population, or if the requestor has been authorized by the department to perform specific activities and 
agrees to use the records and information only for purposes as provided under a contract or agreement with the 
department. After 25 years, the records and information that are kept confidential under this subsection become 
public records subject to inspection and copying under AS 40.25.110 - 40.25.140 unless the department determines 
that the release of the records or information may be detrimental to the fish or wildlife population. In this subsection, 
"personal information" has the meaning given in AS 44.99.350.  
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