
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
08/17/2016Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

08/16/2016

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Office of Education, Educational Partnership
Program (EPP) and Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0568

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2017

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 3,589 9,513 600

New 3,589 9,513 600

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: Terms of the previous clearance remain in effect.

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201608-0648-007ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

EPP Undergraduate
Scholars/Ernest F. Hollings
Scholarship Application

NA, NA, NA Mock-up of new fields, DOB
and race/ethnicity, EPP
Undergraduate Student
Application, Hollings
Undergraduate Scholarship
Application

 Undergraduate application
references

NA Ernest Hollings and EPP
scholarship application
reference form

Alumni Update Form for
Scholarship Programs

NA Alumni update form

Student Tracker Database
Form for CSC and EEP
Program Components -
Nonprofits

NA Student tracker database web-
based updates



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0568 

 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: (1) Office of Education, Educational 
Partnership Program (EPP), (2) Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program; 

(3) Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; and, (4) National Marine Fisheries Service 
Recruitment, Training, and Research Program 

 
 
NOAA proposes to add two voluntary questions to the online application forms for the Ernest F. 
Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship (Hollings Scholarship) and Educational Partnership 
Program with Minority Serving Institutions Undergraduate Scholarship (EPP/MSI USP) as 
outlined below. There is no estimated burden change due to these additions.  
 
In both cases, applicants will be given the option to Decline to Answer and questions will 
include language explaining that data are collected for program management purposes only and 
have no bearing on review of the application. This information will not be shared with reviewers. 
 
Date of birth (DOB). NOAA proposes to begin routine collection of DOB from applicants to the 
Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship (Hollings Scholarship) and Educational 
Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions Undergraduate Scholarship (EPP/MSI 
USP). This will 1) facilitate verification of degree completion and advanced degree enrollment 
by scholarship recipients, and 2) provide a comparison group (those who did not receive the 
scholarship) to assess program impact. Although NOAA conducts surveys to verify graduation 
and assess post-graduate outcomes (graduate degrees, fields of employment, etc.), the response 
rate is low and is also dependent on maintaining up to date contact information, which frequently 
changes following undergraduate degree completion. A great deal of information can be gleaned 
through web searching, however this process is extremely time consuming and labor intensive 
and leaves inevitable gaps in data. Verification of degree completion and enrollment through the 
National Student Clearinghouse (www.studentclearinghouse.org), provides cost effective, 
empirical evidence of graduation and, where applicable, graduate degree enrollment/completion 
with minimal staff effort. This analysis requires a name and DOB as a unique identifier, which is 
provided to the organization via an encrypted server. 
 
Race/Ethnicity. This information is currently collected on a voluntary basis for Educational 
Partnership Program scholarship applicants. We plan to begin collecting it for Hollings 
Scholarship applicants as well. Presently, NOAA has no way to measure the demographic 
changes over time in recipients of the Hollings Scholarship, nor the impact of the Hollings 
program on diversity in the NOAA mission sciences – an important aspect of NOAA’s education 
mission. Therefore, this data would be highly valuable, particularly in light of increased 
emphasis on diversity and inclusion. Ethnicity categories will be defined per the US Census and 
will include the option to Decline to Answer.  
 
 
 

 

http://www.studentclearinghouse.org/


Black or African-American 

White 

Asian 

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 

Are you Hispanic or Latino? 

American Indian or Alaska Native 

Decline to Answer 

Check all that apply 

Your completion of this form will be appreciated. Submission of this Information is voluntary and it will have 
no effect on the review of your application. The data collected will be used only for statistical and program 
management purposes.  The OMB control number for this collection is 0648-0568.    
 
PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION 
GENERAL - This information is provided pursuant to Public Law 93-579 (Privacy Act of 1974), December 31, 
1974, for individuals completing Federal records and forms that solicit personal information. 
 AUTHORITY - Section 7201 of title 5 of the U.S. Code and Section 2000e-16 of title 42 of the U.S. Code. 
  
PURPOSE AND ROUTINE USES 
The information is used only management and assessment of program performance. Your response will not 
affect the review of your application. 

Race/Ethnicity 

Yes No 

Ethnicity 

Race 



Your completion of this form will be appreciated. Submission of this Information is voluntary and will have no 
effect on the review of your application. The data collected will be used only for statistical and program 
management purposes.  The OMB control number for this collection is 0648-0568.    
 
PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION 
GENERAL - This information is provided pursuant to Public Law 93-579 (Privacy Act of 1974), December 31, 
1974, for individuals completing Federal records and forms that solicit personal information. 
 AUTHORITY - Section 7201 of title 5 of the U.S. Code and Section 2000e-16 of title 42 of the U.S. Code. 
  
PURPOSE AND ROUTINE USES 
The information is used to assess program performance and may be used to verify undergraduate degree 
completion and subsequent enrollment in graduate programs. Your response will not affect the review of 
your application. 

Month Year Day 

Decline to Answer 

Date of Birth 
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