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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
SOUTHEAST REGION GULF OF MEXICO RED SNAPPER IFQ PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0551 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) 
authorizes the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council) to prepare and amend 
fishery management plans for any fishery in waters under its jurisdiction.  The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) manages 
the red snapper fishery in the waters of the Gulf of Mexico under the Reef Fish Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP).  Reef Fish FMP Amendment 26 implemented a transferable Individual 
Fishing Quota (IFQ) program in the Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery. The final 
rule published on November 22, 2006 (RIN 0648-AS67).    
 
This request is for revision/extension of an approved information collection. The changes are: 
addition of an account renewal application and removal of some reports.    
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery is managed with an Individual Fishing 
Quota program.  Commercial fishermen were allocated shares of the red snapper quota at the 
start of the program.  These shares limit how many pounds of fish fishermen can harvest 
annually.  Fishermen can transfer shares to other IFQ program participants, and buy or sell 
allocation (pounds of fish) to increase or decrease the amount they can annually harvest.  Share 
and allocation transfers, as well as landing transactions and landing notifications are completed 
electronically through an online web-based accounting system.   
 
Since 2007, NMFS has been collecting this information to administer and operate the IFQ 
program, which is intended to address overcapitalization of the red snapper fishery, prevent 
derby fishery conditions, and prevent overfishing.  The collection of information addresses IFQ 
share certificate and allocation debits and transfers, as well as collection of landings information 
necessary to operate, administer, and review the commercial red snapper fishery.   
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
IFQ share and allocation debits and transfers are tracked using an electronic 
accounting/reconciliation process developed by NMFS, in which IFQ share holders or allocation 
holders, dealers, NMFS personnel, IFQ vessel account holders, and 24-hour customer service 
personnel participate.  The IFQ share or allocation holder and dealer records IFQ share, 
allocation, and landing transactions, as well as landing notifications using the online web-based 
system (http://ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov).  Transactions are completed and tracked in real-time to 
ensure proper accounting of share/allocation transfers, landing notifications, and landing 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf�
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/06-9342.pdf�
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transactions.  Each user of the IFQ online system is assigned a User ID and password for logging 
in.   
 
Frequency of use of the online system varies greatly among participants depending on total 
shareholdings, number of fishing trips, and number of landing transactions completed.  Question 
12 provides a summary of the number of annual responses NMFS expects to receive for online 
activities.  NMFS and a 24-hour customer call service use the online system daily.   
 
NMFS monitors and audits IFQ transactions to ensure share caps are not exceeded, landing 
notifications are made, and landing transactions are completed in a timely fashion.  NOAA also 
monitors quota shares suspended prior to issuance and other legal actions taken against IFQ 
share holders in which IFQ is garnished.  For enforcement purposes, IFQ landings must occur at 
pre-approved landing locations, fish must be sold to IFQ permitted dealers, and fish can only be 
offloaded between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. daily.  Persons landing IFQ species are required to 
notify NMFS Enforcement at least three hours in advance of the time of landing and of the dealer 
where landing will occur. 
 
During catastrophic conditions only, the IFQ program provides for use of paper-based 
components for basic required functions as a backup. The Regional Administrator (RA) will 
determine when catastrophic conditions exist, the duration of the catastrophic conditions, and 
which participants or geographic areas are deemed affected by the catastrophic conditions. The 
RA will provide timely notice to affected participants via publication of notification in the 
Federal Register, NOAA weather radio, fishery bulletins, and other appropriate means and will 
authorize the affected participants’ use of paper-based components for the duration of the 
catastrophic conditions. NMFS will provide each IFQ dealer the necessary paper forms, 
sequentially coded, and instructions for submission of the forms to the RA.  The program 
functions available to participants or geographic areas deemed affected by catastrophic 
conditions will be limited under the paper-based system. However, there will be no mechanism 
for transfers of IFQ shares or allocation under the paper-based system in effect during 
catastrophic conditions. Assistance in complying with the requirements of the paper-based 
system will be available via IFQ Customer Service 1-866-425-7627 Monday through Friday 
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. eastern time. 
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  It is anticipated 
that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support publicly 
disseminated information.  NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from 
improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this 
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior 
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html�
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Information is collected via a web-based system, and through a 24-hour call hot line, with paper 
submission an option only in catastrophic circumstances. 
 
IFQ share certificate and allocation debits and transfers are tracked using an electronic 
accounting/reconciliation process developed by NMFS, in which the IFQ share certificate holder 
or allocation holder, dealer, NMFS, and a 24 hour call service participates.  The following 
information is currently collected and monitored through the electronic accounting/ 
reconciliation process: 
• Sale of IFQ managed species to an IFQ dealer by an IFQ vessel account holder.    
• Sale price of IFQ species, IFQ shares, and IFQ allocation. 
• The weight of the landed catch and state trip ticket number for the transaction.  
• Cost recovery fees collected by the dealer from the fisherman at the time of the landing 

transaction. 
• To whom the catch was sold and their dealer/permit number.  
• To whom shares or allocation were sold and their shareholder or vessel account User ID. 
• Whether initial recipients hold enough IFQ.   
• IFQ shareholdings, to ensure no one entity holds an excessive amount of shares. 
• IFQ landing notifications, including vessel involved in landing, landing location, dealer to 

whom fish will be sold, time and date of landing, and estimated pounds to be landed.  
• Reconciliations of IFQ share certificate holder or allocation holder/dealer transactions, which 

would be confirmed and authorized using NMSF approval codes.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Act's operational guidelines require each FMP to evaluate existing state 
and federal laws that govern the fisheries in question, and the findings are made part of each 
FMP.  Each Fishery Management Council membership is comprised of state and federal officials 
responsible for resource management in their area.  These two circumstances allow identification 
of other collections that may be gathering the same or similar information.  In addition, each 
FMP undergoes extensive public comment periods where potential applicants review the 
proposed permit application requirements.  Therefore, NMFS is confident it is aware of similar 
collections if they exist.  The other information proposed to be collected is not being collected 
elsewhere; therefore, this data collection would not cause duplication. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Because all applicants are considered small businesses, separate requirements based on size of 
business have not been developed.  Only the minimum data to meet the current and future needs 
of NMFS fishery managers are requested from participants in the red snapper IFQ program. 
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6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
NMFS would be unable to manage the red snapper IFQ program if this collection were not 
conducted or were conducted less frequently.  The approved participants would be unknown and 
landing transactions could not be effectively tracked or enforced, which would result in 
allocations potentially being exceeded. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
No special circumstances are associated with this information collection. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice soliciting public comment on the information collection was published 
on April 5, 2011, (76 FR 18723). No comments were received. 
 
Because these data collection programs are part of fishery management plans, all aspects of the 
programs have been reviewed by both statistical and constituent advisory committees.  
Furthermore, comments and suggestions from fishermen are routinely submitted, reviewed, and 
considered.  Experience with the various programs, some of which have been operating for many 
years, provides a continual feedback mechanism to NMFS on issues and concerns to the 
applicants.   
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There are no payments or other remunerations to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the forms, all data are treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA 
Administrative Order 216-100. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are asked. 
 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~ames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html�
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~ames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html�
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12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The following table is based upon the existing 2010 collection of information. 
 
           

Collection Responsible 
Party 

Number of 
Responses per 
Responsible 

Party 

Burden 
Time 

Annual 
Responses 

Total Annual 
Burden 
Hours 

Dealer Landing 
Transaction Report Dealer (117) 28 5 minutes 3276 273  

Landing Correction 
Form 

Dealer/Fisherman 
(1) 58 3 minutes 58 3  

Notification of 
Landing  Fisherman (310) 11 5 minutes 3410 284  

Transfer of Share Shareholder (487) 1 2 minutes 487 16 
Transfer of 
Allocation Shareholder (487) 8 5 minutes 3,896 325 

IFQ online account 
renewal application  

Shareholder/U.S 
Citizen (487) 1 10 minutes 487 81 

Paperbased  
Landing Form 

Dealer/Fisherman 
(0) 0 5 minutes 0 0 

TOTALS 1,889*   11,614 982 
*Unduplicated respondents: 487 
 
The labor cost for 983 burden hours is estimated to be $14,745 for all reporting activities, based 
on an estimated average labor cost of $15. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Section 304(d)(2)(A) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act provides the Secretary of Commerce the 
authority to establish a fee to assist in recovering the actual costs directly related the 
management and enforcement of any IFQ program.  Such a fee may not exceed three percent of 
the ex-vessel value of fish harvested under any such program, and must be collected either at the 
time of landing, filing of a landing report, or sale of such fish during a fishing season or in the 
last quarter of the calendar year in which the fish is harvested.  Fees collected shall be in addition 
to any other fees charged under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and shall be deposited in the Limited 
Access System Administration Fund established under section 305(h)(5)(B) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act except that the portion of fees reserved under section 304(d)(4)(A) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act shall be deposited in the United States Department of the Treasury and 
available, subject to annual appropriations, to cover the costs of new direct loan obligations and 
new loan guarantee commitments as required by section 504(b)(1) of the Federal Credit Reform 
Act (2 U.S.C. 661 c(b)(1).  Collection of such fees is necessary to recover cost for enforcement 
and program administration including data collection, management, and distribution. 
 
A three percent fee of the ex-vessel value of landed fish is collected from the fisherman at the 
point of purchase by an authorized red snapper IFQ dealer.  Dealers are responsible for 
submitting the cost recovery fees on a quarterly basis.  Based on a 3.3 million pound 
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commercial red snapper quota, a 3% fee, and an ex-vessel price of $3.36 per pound, the fee 
total would be $333,000 for 310 fishermen, or an average of $1,074. 
 
Total costs would be $333,000. 
 
 14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The following expenditures include incremental costs directly associated with management of 
the Red Snapper IFQ and exclude incremental costs associated with management of the Grouper-
Tilefish IFQ program.   
 
Planned expenditures    $436,000.00 
 Program Administration     $70,000.00 
 Web development      $80,000.00 
 Research and monitoring     $60,000.00 
 Law Enforcement    $200,000.00 

24-hour call service        $6,000.00 
 Vessel monitoring system updates    $10,000.00 
 Travel, printing, etc.      $10,000.00 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Changes to Hours: 
 
Program change: As this program is closed to new applicants for now, there will be no new 
account activation (removal of 213 hours). However, existing shareholders will need to renew 
their accounts annually (addition of 81 hours).  
 
Program change: There is now a landing correction form, adding 3 hours. 
 
Program change: The dealer and shareholder annual reports, and the active vessel report, are no 
longer required, as NMFS can obtain the information from the information entered into the 
accounts.  This removes 145 hours. 
 
Program change: A one-time burden for adding percentage of ownership (added in a 2008 
revision) has expired as a separate requirement, with the information now included in the vessel 
permit applications. There is a decrease of 24 hours. 
 
Net program change burden is a decrease of 298 hours. 
 
Adjustments: There are fewer dealers and fishermen than in the last submission, but in some 
cases, there are more reports per respondent.  These changes account for a net addition of 242 
hours.  
 
Changes to Costs:  
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Adjustment: There is a net decrease of $50,764 for the total fees expected, from $383,764; 
although the current ex-vessel price is higher than at the time of the previous submission, there 
are fewer respondents. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results from this collection are not planned for peer-review publication.  IFQ program staff 
complete a summary report of the program annually.  This report undergoes scientific review by 
the Southeast Fisheries Science Center and complies with Information Quality Act guidelines.  
Data collected are aggregated, as needed, to maintain confidentiality when disseminating data.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
The collection does not employ statistical methods.  
 



Transfer of Allocation 
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NOAA FISHERIES SERVICE
 FEDERAL APPLICATION
FOR GULF OF MEXICO

INDIVIDUAL FISHING QUOTA (IFQ)
ONLINE ACCOUNT

U.S. DEPT OF COMMERCE, NOAA

NMFS IFQ Program, F/SER29
263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-5511

727/824-5305 (8 am - 4:30 pm ET)
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

OMB Control No. 0648-0551 Expiration Date: 08/31/2011

Reviewer's Initials
and Date

Application ID

Toll Free (866/425-7627) (8 am - 4:30 pm ET)

SIGNATURE FOR APPLICATION
The undersigned certifies under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28 USC 1746; 18 USC 1621; 18 USC 1001, 
16 USC 1857).  Knowingly supplying false information for the purpose of obtaining an IFQ Online Account is a violation of Federal law punishable by a fine 
and/or imprisonment.  Please note:  The individual signing below MUST be either the IFQ account holder OR must be one of the officers or shareholders 
that is a U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien listed in section 2 of this application.

Applicant Signature

Date Print  Name

Position in Company
       (if applicable)

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Sanction Case Number if 
Sanctioned and date held

Date Sanction Released
and Initials

Last Form Revision 8/10/2011

2.  As of January 1, 2012, all United States citizens and permanent resident aliens are eligible for participation in the Gulf red snapper IFQ program.  This 
application is to establish an IFQ account for new participants and update account information for existing participants.  However, a valid commercial permit 
for Gulf reef fish, a Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel account, and Gulf red snapper IFQ allocation are required to possess (at and after the time of the advance 
notice of landing), land or sell Gulf red snapper subject to this IFQ program. 

3.  Follow the instructions at the top of each section.  Make sure all the information is correct then sign and date the application below.  The IFQ applicant 
signing the application must be an account holder listed in section 1 and a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

4.  Mail your completed application to:  U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service F/SER29, 263 13th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL  33701-5511.
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries Service, F/SER2, 263 13th Avenue 
South, St. Petersburg, FL  33701-5511.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  The data reported will be 
used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management activities for a variety of uses.  Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain an 
IFQ online account under the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  Non-confidential information will be released via a NOAA Fisheries Service website.  Non-confidential 
information means:  name, address, city, state, zip code, etc.  All other data submitted will be handled as confidential material in accordance with NOAA 
Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond 
to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

http://ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

1.  Current IFQ participants need to complete this application to certify they are or are NOT a United States citizen or a permanent resident alien.



1.  IFQ ONLINE ACCOUNT HOLDER INFORMATION
1)  Check the appropriate box below if the applicant is a new or existing IFQ online account holder.  Provide the USER ID for an existing 
account holder. 
2)  Complete this page for all IFQ online account holders.  If the account holder is a business, enter the Federal ID number and date the 
business filed with the state.  If the account holder is an individual, enter their Social Security Number. 
3)  If you have more than two account holders, copy the blank form or provide the required information on a separate sheet of paper.
4)  Check the appropriate box below to certify that the applicant is or is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.
5)  Place an "x" in the Mailing Recipient block to indicate who will receive the renewal application and related information.  Please only 
mark one box.

Last Name or Name of Business First Name Middle NameMr/Mrs/Ms
Suffix - JR, 
SR, etc.

Mailing Address City State Zip Code

Tax ID # (FED ID or SSN)

CountryCounty/parish

Mailing Recipient - Mark this box if you want this entity to receive all mailings; mark only one person.

IFQ Online Account Holder

IFQ Online Account Holder

Physical Address City State Zip Code Country

INDIVIDUAL or SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP JOINT OWNERSHIP PARTNERSHIP CORPORATION OTHER ____________

Apt/Suite #

Apt/Suite #

Date of Birth or Date Business Filed (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Page 2

Check one

INDIVIDUAL or SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP JOINT OWNERSHIP PARTNERSHIP CORPORATION OTHER ____________Check one

Check box if same as Mailing Address
County/parish

Check here certifying the applicant is a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Check here certifying the applicant is a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Last Name or Name of Business First Name Middle NameMr/Mrs/Ms
Suffix - JR, 
SR, etc.

Mailing Address City State Zip Code

Tax ID # (FED ID or SSN)

CountryCounty/parish

Mailing Recipient - Mark this box if you want this entity to receive all mailings; mark only one person.

Physical Address City State Zip Code Country

Apt/Suite #

Apt/Suite #

Date of Birth or Date Business Filed (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Check box if same as Mailing Address
County/parish

Check here if the applicant is a NEW IFQ online account holder.

Check here if the applicant is an EXISTING IFQ online account holder.  Provide the IFQ online account holder's USER ID:  ___________________

Check here certifying the applicant is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Check here certifying the applicant is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.



2. OFFICER/SHAREHOLDER INFORMATION FOR
CORPORATION/BUSINESS/LLC THAT HOLD THE IFQ ONLINE ACCOUNT

1)  If this IFQ online account is held by a business, then complete this section for each officer or partner associated with the business.  Provide the 
information for all officers or partners that are shown on your most recent annual report.   If your business is structured as a corporation, identify all 
shareholders in the corporation that own at least 1% or more of the shares, as well as the percentage of all shares in the corporation held by each 
shareholder.  Individuals holding less than 1% of the shares (minor shareholders) should not be individually listed. Total shareholders must equal 100%.
2)  Check the appropriate box below to certify that the applicant is or is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Federal Tax ID #:

ALL individuals associated with the above-named account holder must be included in this application.  Provide name, Social Security Number, address, 
telephone number with area code, date of birth, and position held in business.

Business name: 

Position held - check ALL that apply

President/CEO Vice President TreasurerSecretary Director/Manager Other

Page 3

Last Name First Name Middle NameMr/Mrs/Ms

Mailing Address City State Zip Code

SSN

CountryCounty/parish

Physical Address City State Zip Code Country

Apt/Suite #

Apt/Suite #
Check box if same as Mailing Address

County/parish

Shareholder

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Check here certifying the applicant is a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Suffix - Jr,Sr,etc

Position held - check ALL that apply

President/CEO Vice President TreasurerSecretary Director/Manager Other

Last Name First Name Middle NameMr/Mrs/Ms

Percent (%) of Corporation Held (1% or more)

Mailing Address City State Zip Code

SSN

CountryCounty/parish

Physical Address City State Zip Code Country

Apt/Suite #

Apt/Suite #
Check box if same as Mailing Address

County/parish

Shareholder

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Check here certifying the applicant is a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Suffix - Jr,Sr,etc

Percent (%) of Corporation Held (1% or more)

MINOR SHAREHOLDERS - Check here if one or more of your shareholders each individually holds shares that total less than 1% of the total 
shares of the corporation/business/LLC.  For example, there might be three shareholders whose total shares added together is 2% of the total 
shares but each shareholder individually only holds 0.66% of the shares.

TOTAL PERCENTAGE (%) of corporation/business/LLC held by minor shareholder(s) that individually holds less than 1% of the total 
shares of the corporation/business/LLC.

Check here certifying the applicant is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Check here certifying the applicant is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.



2. ADDITIONAL OFFICER/SHAREHOLDER INFORMATION FOR
 CORPORATION/BUSINESS/LLC THAT HOLD THE IFQ ONLINE ACCOUNT

1)  If this IFQ online account is held by a business, then complete this section for each officer or partner associated with the business.  Provide the 
information for all officers or partners that are shown on your most recent annual report.   If your business is structured as a corporation, identify all 
shareholders in the corporation that own at least 1% or more of the shares, as well as the percentage of all shares in the corporation held by each 
shareholder.  Individuals holding less than 1% of the shares (minor shareholders) should not be individually listed. Total shareholders must equal 100%.
2)  Check the appropriate box below to certify that the applicant is or is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Federal Tax ID #:

ALL individuals associated with the above-named account holder must be included in this application.  Photocopy this page or attach additional sheets as 
necessary to list all officers, directors, shareholders, and registered agents of the business.  Provide name, Social Security Number, address, telephone 
number with area code, date of birth, and position held in business.

Business name: 

Position held - check ALL that apply

President/CEO Vice President TreasurerSecretary Director/Manager Other

Page 4

Last Name First Name Middle NameMr/Mrs/Ms

Mailing Address City State Zip Code

SSN

CountryCounty/parish

Physical Address City State Zip Code Country

Apt/Suite #

Apt/Suite #
Check box if same as Mailing Address

County/parish

Shareholder

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Check here certifying the applicant is a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Suffix - Jr,Sr,etc

Position held - check ALL that apply

President/CEO Vice President TreasurerSecretary Director/Manager Other

Last Name First Name Middle NameMr/Mrs/Ms

Percent (%) of Corporation Held (1% or more)

Mailing Address City State Zip Code

SSN

CountryCounty/parish

Physical Address City State Zip Code Country

Apt/Suite #

Apt/Suite #
Check box if same as Mailing Address

County/parish

Shareholder

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Check here certifying the applicant is a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Suffix - Jr,Sr,etc

MINOR SHAREHOLDERS - Check here if one or more of your shareholders each individually holds shares that total less than 1% of the total shares 
of the corporation/LLC/business. For example, there might be three shareholders whose total shares added together is 2% of the total shares but 
each shareholder individually only holds 0.66% of the shares.

TOTAL PERCENTAGE (%) of corporation/business/LLC held by minor shareholder(s) that individually holds less than 1% of the total shares 
of the corporation/business/LLC.

Percent (%) of Corporation Held (1% or more)

Check here certifying the applicant is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.

Check here certifying the applicant is NOT a United States citizen or permanent resident alien.



Dealer Landing Transaction Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confirmation Screen 

 



Transfer of Shares 
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SEC. 303.  CONTENTS OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS      16 U.S.C. 1853 
 
95-354, 99-659, 101-627, 104-297  

(a) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan which is prepared by any 
Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, shall—  

(1) contain the conservation and management measures, applicable to foreign fishing and 
fishing by vessels of the United States, which are—  

(A) necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery to 
prevent overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks, and to protect, restore, and promote 
the long-term health and stability of the fishery;  

(B) described in this subsection or subsection (b), or both; and  
(C) consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act, regulations 

implementing recommendations by international organizations in which the United States 
participates (including but not limited to closed areas, quotas, and size limits), and any 
other applicable law;  

 
(2) contain a description of the fishery, including, but not limited to, the number of 

vessels involved, the type and quantity of fishing gear used, the species of fish involved and 
their location, the cost likely to be incurred in management, actual and potential revenues 
from the fishery, any recreational interest in the fishery, and the nature and extent of foreign 
fishing and Indian treaty fishing rights, if any;  

 
(3) assess and specify the present and probable future condition of, and the maximum 

sustainable yield and optimum yield from, the fishery, and include a summary of the 
information utilized in making such specification;  

 
(4) assess and specify— 

(A) the capacity and the extent to which fishing vessels of the United States, on an 
annual basis, will harvest the optimum yield specified under paragraph (3),  

(B) the portion of such optimum yield which, on an annual basis, will not be harvested 
by fishing vessels of the United States and can be made available for foreign fishing, and  

(C) the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annual basis, 
will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing vessels 
of the United States;  

 
109-479 

 (5) specify the pertinent data which shall be submitted to the Secretary with respect to 
commercial, recreational, charter fishing, and fish processing in the fishery, including, but 
not limited to, information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by 
species in numbers of fish or weight thereof, areas in which fishing was engaged in, time of 
fishing, number of hauls, economic information necessary to meet the requirements of this 
Act, and the estimated processing capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized by, 
United States fish processors; 
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(6) consider and provide for temporary adjustments, after consultation with the Coast 
Guard and persons utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery for vessels otherwise 
prevented from harvesting because of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safe 
conduct of the fishery; except that the adjustment shall not adversely affect conservation 
efforts in other fisheries or discriminate among participants in the affected fishery; 

 
(7) describe and identify essential fish habitat for the fishery based on the guidelines 

established by the Secretary under section 305(b)(1)(A), minimize to the extent practicable 
adverse effects on such habitat caused by fishing, and identify other actions to encourage the 
conservation and enhancement of such habitat; 

 
(8) in the case of a fishery management plan that, after January 1, 1991, is submitted to 

the Secretary for review under section 304(a) (including any plan for which an amendment is 
submitted to the Secretary for such review) or is prepared by the Secretary, assess and 
specify the nature and extent of scientific data which is needed for effective implementation 
of the plan;  

 
109-479 

 (9) include a fishery impact statement for the plan or amendment (in the case of a plan or 
amendment thereto submitted to or prepared by the Secretary after October 1, 1990) which 
shall assess, specify, and analyze the likely effects, if any, including the cumulative 
conservation, economic, and social impacts, of the conservation and management measures 
on, and possible mitigation measures for— 

(A) participants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or 
amendment;  

(B) participants in the fisheries conducted in adjacent areas under the authority of 
another Council, after consultation with such Council and representatives of those 
participants; and 

(C) the safety of human life at sea, including whether and to what extent such 
measures may affect the safety of participants in the fishery; 

 
 (10) specify objective and measurable criteria for identifying when the fishery to which 

the plan applies is overfished (with an analysis of how the criteria were determined and the 
relationship of the criteria to the reproductive potential of stocks of fish in that fishery) and, 
in the case of a fishery which the Council or the Secretary has determined is approaching an 
overfished condition or is overfished, contain conservation and management measures to 
prevent overfishing or end overfishing and rebuild the fishery; 

 
(11) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of 

bycatch occurring in the fishery, and include conservation and management measures that, to 
the extent practicable and in the following priority— 

(A) minimize bycatch; and 
(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided; 
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(12) assess the type and amount of fish caught and released alive during recreational 
fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish, 
and include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize 
mortality and ensure the extended survival of such fish; 

 
109-479 

(13) include a description of the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors 
which participate in the fishery, including its economic impact, and, to the extent practicable, 
quantify trends in landings of the managed fishery resource by the commercial, recreational, 
and charter fishing sectors;  

 
109-479 

(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures 
which reduce the overall harvest in a fishery are necessary, allocate, taking into 
consideration the economic impact of the harvest restrictions or recovery benefits on the 
fishery participants in each sector, any harvest restrictions or recovery benefits fairly and 
equitably among the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors in the fishery and; 

 
109-479 

(15) establish a mechanism for specifying annual catch limits in the plan (including a 
multiyear plan), implementing regulations, or annual specifications, at a level such that 
overfishing does not occur in the fishery, including measures to ensure accountability. 

 
97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297 

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan which is prepared 
by any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may—  

(1) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with 
respect to—  

(A) any fishing vessel of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the exclusive 
economic zone [or special areas,]* or for anadromous species or Continental Shelf fishery 
resources beyond such zone [or areas]*;  

(B) the operator of any such vessel; or 
(C) any United States fish processor who first receives fish that are subject to the plan; 

 
109-479 

(2)(A) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shall be limited, or shall not be 
 permitted, or shall be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessels or with 
specified types and quantities of fishing gear;  

(B) designate such zones in areas where deep sea corals are identified under section 
408, to protect deep sea corals from physical damage from fishing gear or to prevent loss 
or damage to such fishing gear from interactions with deep sea corals, after considering 
long-term sustainable uses of fishery resources in such areas; and 
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(C) with respect to any closure of an area under this Act that prohibits all fishing, 
ensure that such closure— 

(i) is based on the best scientific information available; 
(ii) includes criteria to assess the conservation benefit of the closed area; 
(iii) establishes a timetable for review of the closed area’s performance that is 

consistent with the purposes of the closed area; and 
(iv) is based on an assessment of the benefits and impacts of the closure, including 

its size, in relation to other management measures (either alone or in combination with 
such measures), including the benefits and impacts of limiting access to: users of the 
area, overall fishing activity, fishery science, and fishery and marine conservation; 

 
(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the 

conservation and management of the fishery on the— 
(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, total 

biomass, or other factors); 
(B) sale of fish caught during commercial, recreational, or charter fishing, consistent 

with any applicable Federal and State safety and quality requirements; and 
(C) transshipment or transportation of fish or fish products under permits issued 

pursuant to section 204; 
 

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing 
gear, fishing vessels, or equipment for such vessels, including devices which may be 
required to facilitate enforcement of the provisions of this Act;  

 
109-479 

(5) incorporate (consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act, 
and any other applicable law) the relevant fishery conservation and management measures of 
the coastal States nearest to the fishery and take into account the different circumstances 
affecting fisheries from different States and ports, including distances to fishing grounds and 
proximity to time and area closures; 

 
109-479 

(6) establish a limited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yield if, 
in developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account— 

(A) present participation in the fishery; 
(B) historical fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery; 
(C) the economics of the fishery; 
(D) the capability of fishing vessels used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries; 
(E) the cultural and social framework relevant to the fishery and any affected fishing 

communities; 
(F) the fair and equitable distribution of access privileges in the fishery; and 
(G) any other relevant considerations; 
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(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data 
which are necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; 

 
(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board a vessel of the United States 

engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data 
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such a vessel shall 
not be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessel for the quartering 
of an observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the 
health or safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessel would be jeopardized; 

 
(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the 

plan will have on the stocks of naturally spawning anadromous fish in the region; 
 

(10) include, consistent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and 
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear 
group to employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower levels of 
the mortality of bycatch; 

 
(11) reserve a portion of the allowable biological catch of the fishery for use in scientific 

research;  
 
109-479 

(12) include management measures in the plan to conserve target and non-target species 
and habitats, considering the variety of ecological factors affecting fishery populations; and 

 
(14)[sic]15 prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions as 

are determined to be necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the 
fishery.  

 
97-453, 104-297 

(c) PROPOSED REGULATIONS.—Proposed regulations which the Council deems 
necessary or appropriate for the purposes of— 

(1) implementing a fishery management plan or plan amendment shall be submitted to the 
Secretary simultaneously with the plan or amendment under section 304; and 

(2) making modifications to regulations implementing a fishery management plan or plan 
amendment may be submitted to the Secretary at any time after the plan or amendment is 
approved under section 304. 

 

                     
        15   So in original.   
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P.L. 109-479, sec. 104(b), MSA § 303 note 16 U.S.C. 1853 note 
EFFECTIVE DATES; APPLICATION TO CERTAIN SPECIES.—The amendment made by 
subsection (a)(10)16— 

(1) shall, unless otherwise provided for under an international agreement in which the United States 
participates, take effect— 

(A) in fishing year 2010 for fisheries determined by the Secretary to be subject to overfishing; and 
(B) in fishing year 2011 for all other fisheries; and 

(2) shall not apply to a fishery for species that have a life cycle of approximately 1 year unless the 
Secretary has determined the fishery is subject to overfishing of that species; and 
     (3) shall not limit or otherwise affect the requirements of section 301(a)(1) or 304(e) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1851(a)(1) or 1854(e), respectively). 
 
 
109-479 
SEC. 303A. LIMITED ACCESS PRIVILEGE PROGRAMS. 16 U.S.C. 1853a 

 
(a) IN GENERAL.—After the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, a Council may submit, and the 
Secretary may approve, for a fishery that is managed under a limited access system, a limited 
access privilege program to harvest fish if the program meets the requirements of this section. 

 
(b) NO CREATION OF RIGHT, TITLE, OR INTEREST.—Limited access privilege, quota 

share, or other limited access system authorization established, implemented, or managed under 
this Act— 

(1) shall be considered a permit for the purposes of sections 307, 308, and 309; 
 
(2) may be revoked, limited, or modified at any time in accordance with this Act, 

including revocation if the system is found to have jeopardized the sustainability of the stock 
or the safety of fishermen; 

 
(3) shall not confer any right of compensation to the holder of such limited access 

privilege, quota share, or other such limited access system authorization if it is revoked, 
limited, or modified; 

 
(4) shall not create, or be construed to create, any right, title, or interest in or to any fish 

before the fish is harvested by the holder; and 
 
(5) shall be considered a grant of permission to the holder of the limited access privilege 

or quota share to engage in activities permitted by such limited access privilege or quota 
share. 

                     
        16   Section 104(a)(10) of P.L. 109-479 added section 303(a)(15).   
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104-297 
SEC. 402.  INFORMATION COLLECTION                                         16 U.S.C. 1881a 
 
109-479 

(a) COLLECTION PROGRAMS.— 
 
(1) COUNCIL REQUESTS.—If a Council determines that additional information would 

be beneficial for developing, implementing, or revising a fishery management plan or for 
determining whether a fishery is in need of management, the Council may request that the 
Secretary implement an information collection program for the fishery which would provide 
the types of information specified by the Council.  The Secretary shall undertake such an 
information collection program if he determines that the need is justified, and shall 
promulgate regulations to implement the program within 60 days after such determination is 
made.  If the Secretary determines that the need for an information collection program is not 
justified, the Secretary shall inform the Council of the reasons for such determination in 
writing.  The determinations of the Secretary under this paragraph regarding a Council 
request shall be made within a reasonable period of time after receipt of that request. 

 
(2) SECRETARIAL INITIATION.—If the Secretary determines that additional 

information is necessary for developing, implementing, revising, or monitoring a fishery 
management plan, or for determining whether a fishery is in need of management, the 
Secretary may, by regulation, implement an information collection or observer program 
requiring submission of such additional information for the fishery. 

 
109-479 

(b) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.— 
(1) Any information submitted to the Secretary, a State fishery management agency, or a 

marine fisheries commission by any person in compliance with the requirements of this Act 
shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed except— 

(A) to Federal employees and Council employees who are responsible for fishery 
management plan development, monitoring, or enforcement; 

(B) to State or Marine Fisheries Commission employees as necessary to further the 
Department’s mission, subject to a confidentiality agreement that prohibits public 
disclosure of the identity of business of any person; 

(C) to State employees who are responsible for fishery management plan 
enforcement, if the States employing those employees have entered into a fishery 
enforcement agreement with the Secretary and the agreement is in effect; 

(D) when required by court order; 
(E) when such information is used by State, Council, or Marine Fisheries 

Commission employees to verify catch under a limited access program, but only to the 
extent that such use is consistent with subparagraph (B); 

(F) when the Secretary has obtained written authorization from the person submitting 
such information to release such information to persons for reasons not otherwise 
provided for in this subsection, and such release does not violate other requirements of 
this Act; 

(G) when such information is required to be submitted to the Secretary for any 
determination under a limited access program; or 
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(H) in support of homeland and national security activities, including the Coast 
Guard’s homeland security missions as defined in section 888(a)(2) of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(a)(2)). 
 
(2) Any observer information shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed, except in 

accordance with the requirements of subparagraphs (A) through (H) of paragraph (1), or— 
(A) as authorized by a fishery management plan or regulations under the authority of 

the North Pacific Council to allow disclosure to the public of weekly summary bycatch 
information identified by vessel or for haul-specific bycatch information without vessel 
identification; 

(B) when such information is necessary in proceedings to adjudicate observer 
certifications; or 

(C) as authorized by any regulations issued under paragraph (3) allowing the 
collection of observer information, pursuant to a confidentiality agreement between the 
observers, observer employers, and the Secretary prohibiting disclosure of the 
information by the observers or observer employers, in order— 

(i) to allow the sharing of observer information among observers and between 
observers and observer employers as necessary to train and prepare observers for 
deployments on specific vessels; or 

(ii) to validate the accuracy of the observer information collected. 
 
(3) The Secretary shall, by regulation, prescribe such procedures as may be necessary to 

preserve the confidentiality of information submitted in compliance with any requirement or 
regulation under this Act, except that the Secretary may release or make public any such 
information in any aggregate or summary form which does not directly or indirectly disclose 
the identity or business of any person who submits such information.  Nothing in this 
subsection shall be interpreted or construed to prevent the  use for conservation and 
management purposes by the Secretary, or with the approval of the Secretary, the Council, of 
any information submitted in compliance with any requirement or regulation under this Act 
or the use, release, or publication of bycatch information pursuant to paragraph (2)(A). 

  
(c) RESTRICTION ON USE OF CERTAIN INFORMATION.—  

(1) The Secretary shall promulgate regulations to restrict the use, in civil enforcement or 
criminal proceedings under this Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 
1361 et seq.), and the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), of information 
collected by voluntary fishery data collectors, including sea samplers, while aboard any 
vessel for conservation and management purposes if the presence of such a fishery data 
collector aboard is not required by any of such Acts or regulations thereunder. 

 
(2) The Secretary may not require the submission of a Federal or State income tax return 

or statement as a prerequisite for issuance of a permit until such time as the Secretary has 
promulgated regulations to ensure the confidentiality of information contained in such return 
or statement, to limit the information submitted to that necessary to achieve a demonstrated 
conservation and management purpose, and to provide appropriate penalties for violation of 
such regulations. 



16 U.S.C. 1881a-1881b 
MSA §§ 402-403 
 

 154 

(d) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary may provide a grant, contract, or other financial assistance on a sole-source basis to a 
State, Council, or Marine Fisheries Commission for the purpose of carrying out information 
collection or other programs if— 

(1) the recipient of such a grant, contract, or other financial assistance is specified by 
statute to be, or has customarily been, such State, Council, or Marine Fisheries Commission; 
or 

(2) the Secretary has entered into a cooperative agreement with such State, Council, or 
Marine Fisheries Commission. 

 
(e) RESOURCE ASSESSMENTS.— 

(1) The Secretary may use the private sector to provide vessels, equipment, and services 
necessary to survey the fishery resources of the United States when the arrangement will 
yield statistically reliable results. 

 
(2) The Secretary, in consultation with the appropriate Council and the fishing industry-- 

(A) may structure competitive solicitations under paragraph (1) so as to compensate a 
contractor for a fishery resources survey by allowing the contractor to retain for sale fish 
harvested during the survey voyage; 

(B) in the case of a survey during which the quantity or quality of fish harvested is not 
expected to be adequately compensatory, may structure those solicitations so as to 
provide that compensation by permitting the contractor to harvest on a subsequent 
voyage and retain for sale a portion of the allowable catch of the surveyed fishery; and 

(C) may permit fish harvested during such survey to count toward a vessel's catch 
history under a fishery management plan if such survey was conducted in a manner that 
precluded a vessel's participation in a fishery that counted under the plan for purposes of 
determining catch history. 
 
(3) The Secretary shall undertake efforts to expand annual fishery resource assessments 

in all regions of the Nation. 
 
104-297 
SEC. 403.  OBSERVERS                                         16 U.S.C. 1881b 
 

(a) GUIDELINES FOR CARRYING OBSERVERS.—Within one year after the date of 
enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries Act, the Secretary shall promulgate regulations, after 
notice and opportunity for public comment, for fishing vessels that carry observers.  The 
regulations shall include guidelines for determining— 

(1) when a vessel is not required to carry an observer on board because the facilities of 
such vessel for the quartering of an observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so 
inadequate or unsafe that the health or safety of the observer or the safe operation of the 
vessel would be jeopardized; and 

(2) actions which vessel owners or operators may reasonably be required to take to render 
such facilities adequate and safe. 
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Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 

PART 622—FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC  
Subpart B—Effort Limitations  

§ 622.16   Gulf red snapper individual fishing quota (IFQ) program. 

(a) General . This section establishes an IFQ program for the commercial fishery for Gulf red snapper. Under the IFQ 
program, the RA initially will assign eligible participants IFQ shares equivalent to a percentage of the annual 
commercial red snapper quota, based on their applicable historical landings. Shares determine the amount of Gulf 
red snapper IFQ allocation, in pounds gutted weight, a shareholder is initially authorized to possess, land, or sell in a 
given calendar year. Shares and annual IFQ allocation are transferable. See §622.4(a)(2)(ix) regarding a requirement 
for a vessel landing red snapper subject to this IFQ program to have a Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel account. See 
§622.4(a)(4)(ii) regarding a requirement for a Gulf IFQ dealer endorsement. Details regarding eligibility, applicable 
landings history, account setup and transaction requirements, constraints on transferability, and other provisions of 
this IFQ system are provided in the following paragraphs of this section. 

(1) Scope. The provisions of this section apply to Gulf red snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ and, for a person aboard a 
vessel with a Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel account as required by §622.4(a)(2)(ix) or for a person with a Gulf IFQ 
dealer endorsement as required by §622.4(a)(4)(ii), these provisions apply to Gulf red snapper regardless of where 
harvested or possessed. 

(2) Duration. The IFQ program established by this section will remain in effect until it is modified or terminated; 
however, the program will be evaluated by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council every 5 years. 

(3) Electronic system requirements. (i) The administrative functions associated with this IFQ program, e.g., 

registration and account setup, landing transactions, and transfers, are designed to be accomplished online; 
therefore, a participant must have access to a computer and Internet access and must set up an appropriate IFQ 
online account to participate. Assistance with online functions is available from IFQ Customer Service by calling 1–
866–425–7627 Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. eastern time. 

(ii) The RA will mail initial shareholders and dealers with Gulf reef fish dealer permits information and instructions 
pertinent to setting up an IFQ online account. Other eligible persons who desire to become IFQ participants by 
purchasing IFQ shares or allocation or by obtaining a Gulf red snapper IFQ dealer endorsement must first contact 
IFQ Customer Service at 1–866–425–7627 to obtain information necessary to set up the required IFQ online account. 
Each IFQ participant must monitor his/her online account and all associated messages and comply with all IFQ online 
reporting requirements. 

(iii) During catastrophic conditions only, the IFQ program provides for use of paper-based components for basic 
required functions as a backup. The RA will determine when catastrophic conditions exist, the duration of the 
catastrophic conditions, and which participants or geographic areas are deemed affected by the catastrophic 
conditions. The RA will provide timely notice to affected participants via publication of notification in the Federal 
Register, NOAA weather radio, fishery bulletins, and other appropriate means and will authorize the affected 
participants' use of paper-based components for the duration of the catastrophic conditions. NMFS will provide each 
IFQ dealer the necessary paper forms, sequentially coded, and instructions for submission of the forms to the RA. 
The paper forms will also be available from the RA. The program functions available to participants or geographic 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=3cd1958c11ab974066205c39c9ddfc04;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A8.0.1.1.2;idno=50;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=3cd1958c11ab974066205c39c9ddfc04;rgn=div6;view=text;node=50%3A8.0.1.1.2.2;idno=50;cc=ecfr
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areas deemed affected by catastrophic conditions will be limited under the paper-based system. There will be no 
mechanism for transfers of IFQ shares or allocation under the paper-based system in effect during catastrophic 
conditions. Assistance in complying with the requirements of the paper-based system will be available via IFQ 
Customer Service 1–866–425–7627 Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. eastern time. 

(b) Procedures for initial implementation —(1) Determination of eligibility for initial IFQ shares . To be eligible as an 
initial IFQ shareholder a person must own a Class 1 or Class 2 Gulf red snapper license as of November 22, 2006. 
For the purposes of this paragraph, an owner of a license is defined as the person who controls transfer of the license 
and is listed as the qualifier on the face of the license. NMFS' permit records are the sole basis for determining 
eligibility based on Class 1 or Class 2 license history. No more than one initial eligibility will be granted based upon a 
given Class 1 or Class 2 license. 

(2) Calculation of initial IFQ shares and allocation —(i) IFQ shares . The RA will calculate initial IFQ shares based on 
the highest average annual landings of Gulf red snapper associated with each shareholder's current Class 1 or Class 
2 license during the applicable landings history. The applicable landings history for a Class 1 license owner whose 
license was not issued based on historical captain status includes any 10 consecutive years of landings data from 
1990 through 2004; for a Class 1 license owner whose license was issued on the basis of historical captain status, all 
years of landings data from 1998 through 2004; and for a Class 2 license holder, any 5 years of landings data from 
1998 through 2004. All landings associated with a current Class 1 or Class 2 license for the applicable landings 
history, including those reported by a person who held the license prior to the current license owner, will be attributed 
to the current license owner. Only legal landings reported in compliance with applicable state and Federal regulations 
will be accepted. Each shareholder's initial share is derived by dividing the shareholder's highest average annual 
landings during the applicable landings history by the sum of the highest average annual landings of all shareholders 
during the respective applicable landings histories. Initial IFQ shares will not be issued in denominations of less than 
0.0001 percent. 

(ii) Initial share set-aside to accommodate resolution of appeals . During the first year of implementation of this IFQ 
program only, the RA will reserve a 3-percent IFQ share, prior to the initial distribution of shares, to accommodate 
resolution of appeals, if necessary. Any portion of the 3-percent share remaining after the appeals process is 
completed will be distributed as soon as possible among initial shareholders in direct proportion to the percentage 
share each was initially allocated. If resolution of appeals requires more than a 3-percent share, the shares of all 
initial shareholders would be reduced accordingly in direct proportion to the percentage share each was initially 
allocated. 

(iii) IFQ allocation . IFQ allocation is the amount of Gulf red snapper, in pounds gutted weight, an IFQ shareholder or 
allocation holder is authorized to possess, land, or sell during a given fishing year. IFQ allocation is derived at the 
beginning of each year by multiplying a shareholder's IFQ share times the annual commercial quota for Gulf red 
snapper. 

(3) Shareholder notification regarding landings history, initial determination of IFQ shares and allocations, and IFQ 
account setup information . (i) As soon as possible after November 22, 2006, the RA will mail each Class 1 or Class 2 
red snapper license owner information pertinent to the IFQ program. This information will include— 

(A) Gulf red snapper landings associated with the owner's license during each year of the applicable landings history; 

(B) The highest average annual red snapper landings based on the owner's applicable landings history; 

(C) The owner's initial IFQ share based on the highest average annual landings associated with the owner's 
applicable landings history; 

(D) The initial IFQ allocation; 

(E) Instructions for appeals; 

(F) General instructions regarding procedures related to the IFQ online system, including how to set up an online 
account; and 



3 

 

(G) A user identification number--the personal identification number (PIN) will be provided in a subsequent letter. 

(ii) The RA will provide this information, via certified mail return receipt requested, to the license owner's address of 
record as listed in NMFS' permit files. A license owner who does not receive such notification from the RA by 
December 22, 2006 must contact the RA to clarify eligibility status and landings and initial share information. 

(iii) The initial share information provided by the RA is based on the highest average landings associated with the 
owner's applicable landings history; however, a license owner may select a different set of years of landings, 
consistent with the owner's applicable landings history, for the calculation of the initial IFQ share. The license owner 
must submit that information to the RA postmarked no later than December 22, 2006. If alternative years, consistent 
with the applicable landings history, are selected, revised information regarding shares and allocations will be posted 
on the online IFQ accounts no later than January 1, 2007. A license owner who disagrees with the landings or 
eligibility information provided by the RA may appeal the RA's initial determinations. 

(4) Procedure for appealing IFQ eligibility and/or landings information . The only items subject to appeal under this 
IFQ system are initial eligibility for IFQ shares based on ownership of a Class 1 or Class 2 license, the accuracy of 
the amount of landings, and correct assignment of landings to the license owner. Appeals based on hardship factors 
will not be considered. Appeals must be submitted to the RA postmarked no later than April 1, 2007 and must contain 
documentation supporting the basis for the appeal. The RA will review all appeals, render final decisions on the 
appeals, and advise the appellant of the final decision. 

(i) Eligibility appeals . NMFS' records of Class 1 and Class 2 licenses are the sole basis for determining ownership of 
such licenses. A person who believes he/she meets the permit eligibility criteria based on ownership of a vessel 
under a different name, as may have occurred when ownership has changed from individual to corporate or vice 
versa, must document his/her continuity of ownership. 

(ii) Landings appeals . Landings data for 1990 through 1992 are not subject to appeal. Appeals regarding landings 

data for 1993 through 2004 will be based solely on NMFS' logbook records. If NMFS' logbooks are not available, 
state landings records or data that were submitted in compliance with applicable Federal and state regulations, on or 
before June 30, 2005, can be used. 

(5) Dealer notification and IFQ account setup information. As soon as possible after November 22, 2006, the RA will 
mail each dealer with a valid Gulf reef fish dealer permit information pertinent to the IFQ program. Any such dealer is 
eligible to receive a red snapper IFQ dealer endorsement which can be downloaded from the IFQ website at 
ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov once an IFQ account has been established. The information package will include general 
information about the IFQ program and instructions for accessing the IFQ website and establishing an IFQ dealer 
account. 

(c) IFQ operations and requirements —(1) IFQ Landing and transaction requirements. (i) Gulf red snapper subject to 
this IFQ program can only be possessed or landed by a vessel with a Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel account with 
allocation at least equal to the pounds of red snapper on board, except as provided in paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this 
section. Such red snapper can only be received by a dealer with a Gulf IFQ dealer endorsement. 

(ii) A person on board a vessel with an IFQ vessel account landing the shareholder's only remaining allocation, can 
legally exceed, by up to 10 percent, the shareholder's allocation remaining on that last fishing trip of the fishing year, 
i.e., a one-time per fishing year overage. Any such overage will be deducted from the shareholder's applicable 
allocation for the subsequent fishing year. From the time of the overage until January 1 of the subsequent fishing 
year, the IFQ shareholder must retain sufficient shares to account for the allocation that will be deducted the 
subsequent fishing year. Share transfers that would violate this requirement will be prohibited. 

(iii) The dealer is responsible for completing a landing transaction report for each landing and sale of Gulf red 
snapper via the IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov at the time of the transaction in accordance with reporting form 
and instructions provided on the website. This report includes, but is not limited to, date, time, and location of 
transaction; weight and actual ex-vessel value of red snapper landed and sold; and information necessary to identify 
the fisherman, vessel, and dealer involved in the transaction. The fisherman must validate the dealer transaction 
report by entering his unique PIN number when the transaction report is submitted. After the dealer submits the report 
and the information has been verified, the website will send a transaction approval code to the dealer and the 
allocation holder. 
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(iv) If there is a discrepancy regarding the landing transaction report after approval, the dealer or vessel account 
holder (or his or her authorized agent) may initiate a landing transaction correction form to correct the landing 
transaction. This form is available via the IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov . Both parties must validate the 

landing correction form by entering their respective PIN numbers, i.e. vessel account PIN or dealer account PIN. The 
dealer must then print out the form, both parties must sign it, and the form must be mailed to NMFS. The form must 
be received by NMFS no later than 15 days after the date of the initial landing transaction. 

(2) IFQ cost recovery fees. As required by section 304(d)(2)(A)(i) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the RA will collect a 
fee to recover the actual costs directly related to the management and enforcement of the Gulf red snapper IFQ 
program. The fee cannot exceed 3 percent of the ex-vessel value of Gulf red snapper landed under the IFQ program. 
Such fees will be deposited in the Limited Access System Administration Fund (LASAF). Initially, the fee will be 3 
percent of the actual ex-vessel value of Gulf red snapper landed under the IFQ program, as documented in each 
landings transaction report. The RA will review the cost recovery fee annually to determine if adjustment is warranted. 
Factors considered in the review include the catch subject to the IFQ cost recovery, projected ex-vessel value of the 
catch, costs directly related to the management and enforcement of the IFQ program, the projected IFQ balance in 
the LASAF, and expected non-payment of fee liabilities. If the RA determines that a fee adjustment is warranted, the 
RA will publish a notification of the fee adjustment in the Federal Register . 

(i) Payment responsibility. The IFQ allocation holder specified in the documented red snapper IFQ landing transaction 
report is responsible for payment of the applicable cost recovery fees. 

(ii) Collection and submission responsibility. A dealer who receives Gulf red snapper subject to the IFQ program is 

responsible for collecting the applicable cost recovery fee for each IFQ landing from the IFQ allocation holder 
specified in the IFQ landing transaction report. Such dealer is responsible for submitting all applicable cost recovery 
fees to NMFS on a quarterly basis. The fees are due and must be submitted, using pay.gov via the IFQ system at the 
end of each calendar-year quarter, but no later than 30 days after the end of each calendar-year quarter. Fees not 
received by the deadline are delinquent. 

(iii) Fee payment procedure. For each IFQ dealer, the IFQ system will post, on individual message boards, an end-of-

quarter statement of cost recovery fees that are due. The dealer is responsible for submitting the cost recovery fee 
payments using pay.gov via the IFQ system. Authorized payments methods are credit card, debit card, or automated 
clearing house (ACH). Payment by check will be authorized only if the RA has determined that the geographical area 
or an individual(s) is affected by catastrophic conditions. 

(iv) Fee reconciliation process--delinquent fees. The following procedures apply to an IFQ dealer whose cost 
recovery fees are delinquent. 

(A) On or about the 31st day after the end of each calendar-year quarter, the RA will send the dealer an electronic 
message via the IFQ website and official notice via mail indicating the applicable fees are delinquent, and the dealer's 
IFQ account has been suspended pending payment of the applicable fees. 

(B) On or about the 91st day after the end of each calendar-year quarter, the RA will refer any delinquent IFQ dealer 
cost recovery fees to the appropriate authorities for collection of payment. 

(3) Measures to enhance IFQ program enforceability —(i) Advance notice of landing. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, landing means to arrive at a dock, berth, beach, seawall, or ramp. The owner or operator of a vessel 
landing IFQ red snapper is responsible for ensuring that NMFS is contacted at least 3 hours, but no more than 12 
hours, in advance of landing to report the time and location of landing, estimated red snapper landings in pounds 
gutted weight, vessel identification number (Coast Guard registration number or state registration number), and the 
name and address of the IFQ dealer where the red snapper are to be received. The vessel landing red snapper must 
have sufficient IFQ allocation in the IFQ vessel account, at least equal to the pounds in gutted weight of red snapper 
on board (except for any overage up to the 10 percent allowed on the last fishing trip) from the time of the advance 
notice of landing through landing. Authorized methods for contacting NMFS and submitting the report include calling 
NMFS Office for Law Enforcement at 1–866–425–7627, completing and submitting to NMFS the notification form 
provided through the VMS unit, or providing the required information to NMFS through the web-based form available 
on the IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov . As new technology becomes available, NMFS will add other 
authorized methods for complying with the advance notification requirement, via appropriate rulemaking. Failure to 
comply with this advance notice of landing requirement is unlawful and will preclude authorization to complete the 
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landing transaction report required in paragraph (c)(1)(iii) of this section and, thus, will preclude issuance of the 
required transaction approval code. 

(ii) Time restriction on offloading. For the purpose of this paragraph, offloading means to remove IFQ red snapper 
from a vessel. IFQ red snapper may be offloaded only between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m., local time. 

(iii) Restrictions on transfer of IFQ red snapper. At-sea or dockside transfer of IFQ red snapper from one vessel to 
another vessel is prohibited. 

(iv) Requirement for transaction approval code. If IFQ red snapper are offloaded to a vehicle for transportation to a 

dealer or are on a vessel that is trailered for transport to a dealer, on-site capability to accurately weigh the fish and to 
connect electronically to the online IFQ system to complete the transaction and obtain the transaction approval code 
is required. After a landing transaction has been completed, a transaction approval code verifying a legal transaction 
of the amount of IFQ red snapper in possession and a copy of the dealer endorsement must accompany any IFQ red 
snapper from the landing location through possession by a dealer. This requirement also applies to IFQ red snapper 
possessed on a vessel that is trailered for transport to a dealer. 

(v) Approved landing locations. Landing locations must be approved by NMFS Office for Law Enforcement prior to 
landing or offloading at these sites. Proposed landing locations may be submitted online via the IFQ website at 
ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov , or by calling IFQ Customer Service at 1–866–425–7627, at any time, however, new landing 

locations will be approved only at the end of each calendar-year quarter. To have a landing location approved by the 
end of the calendar-year quarter, it must be submitted at least 45 days before the end of the calendar-year quarter. 
NMFS will evaluate the proposed sites based on, but not limited to, the following criteria: 

(A) Landing locations must have a street address. If there is no street address on record for a particular landing 
location, global positioning system (GPS) coordinates for an identifiable geographic location must be provided. 

(B) Landing locations must be publicly accessible by land and water, and must satisfy the following criteria: 

( 1 ) Vehicles must have access to the site via public roads; 

( 2 ) Vessels must have access to the site via navigable waters; 

( 3 ) No other condition may impede free and immediate access to the site by an authorized law enforcement officer. 
Examples of such conditions include, but are not limited to: A locked gate, fence, wall, or other barrier preventing 24-
hour access to the site; a gated community entry point; a guard animal; a posted sign restricting access to the site; or 
any other physical deterrent. 

(4) Transfer of IFQ shares and allocation. Until January 1, 2012, IFQ shares and allocations can be transferred only 

to a person who holds a valid commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish; thereafter, IFQ shares and allocations can 
be transferred to any U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien. However, a valid commercial permit for Gulf reef fish, a 
Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel account, and Gulf red snapper IFQ allocation are required to possess (at and after the 
time of the advance notice of landing), land or sell Gulf red snapper subject to this IFQ program. 

(i) Share transfers. Share transfers are permanent, i.e., they remain in effect until subsequently transferred. Transfer 

of shares will result in the corresponding allocation being automatically transferred to the person receiving the 
transferred share beginning with the fishing year following the year the transfer occurred. However, within the fishing 
year the share transfer occurs, transfer of shares and associated allocation are independent--unless the associated 
allocation is transferred separately, it remains with the transferor for the duration of that fishing year. A share transfer 
transaction that remains in pending status, i.e., has not been completed and verified with a transaction approval code, 
after 30 days from the date the shareholder initiated the transfer will be cancelled, and the pending shares will be re-
credited to the shareholder who initiated the transfer. 

(ii) Share transfer procedures. Share transfers must be accomplished online via the IFQ website. An IFQ shareholder 
must initiate a share transfer request by logging onto the IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov . Following the 
instructions provided on the website, the shareholder must enter pertinent information regarding the transfer request 
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including, but not limited to, amount of shares to be transferred, which must be a minimum of 0.0001 percent; name 
of the eligible transferee; and the value of the transferred shares. An IFQ shareholder who is subject to a sanction 
under 15 CFR part 904 is prohibited from initiating a share transfer. An IFQ shareholder who is subject to a pending 
sanction under 15 CFR part 904 must disclose in writing to the prospective transferee the existence of any pending 
sanction at the time of the transfer. For the first 5 years this IFQ program is in effect, an eligible transferee is a person 
who has a valid commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish; is in compliance with all reporting requirements for the 
Gulf reef fish fishery and the red snapper IFQ program; is not subject to sanctions under 15 CFR part 904; and who 
would not be in violation of the share cap as specified in paragraph (c)(6) of this section. Thereafter, share transferee 
eligibility will be extended to include U.S. citizens and permanent resident aliens who are otherwise in compliance 
with the provisions of this section. The online system will verify the transfer information entered. If the information is 
not accepted, the online system will send the shareholder an electronic message explaining the reason(s) why the 
transfer request cannot be completed. If the information is accepted, the online system will send the transferee an 
electronic message of the pending transfer. The transferee must approve the share transfer by electronic signature. If 
the transferee approves the share transfer, the online system will send a transaction approval code to both the 
transferor and transferee confirming the transaction. All share transfers must be completed and the transaction 
approval code received prior to December 31 at 6 p.m. eastern time each year. 

(iii) Allocation transfers. An allocation transfer is valid only for the remainder of the fishing year in which it occurs; it 
does not carry over to the subsequent fishing year. Any allocation that is unused at the end of the fishing year is void. 
Allocation may be transferred to a vessel account from any IFQ account. Allocation held in a vessel account, 
however, may only be transferred back to the IFQ account through which the vessel account was established. 

(iv) Allocation transfer procedures. Allocation transfers must be accomplished online via the IFQ website. An IFQ 
account holder must initiate an allocation transfer by logging onto the IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov , 

entering the required information, including but not limited to, name of an eligible transferee and amount of IFQ 
allocation to be transferred and price, and submitting the transfer electronically. An IFQ allocation holder who is 
subject to a sanction under 15 CFR part 904 is prohibited from initiating an allocation transfer. An IFQ allocation 
holder who is subject to a pending sanction under 15 CFR part 904 must disclose in writing to the prospective 
transferee the existence of any pending sanction at the time of the transfer. If the transfer is approved, the online 
system will provide a transaction approval code to the transferor and transferee confirming the transaction. 

(5) Restricted transactions during the 20-hour online maintenance window. All electronic IFQ transactions must be 
completed by December 31 at 6 p.m. eastern time each year. Electronic IFQ functions will resume again on January 
1 at 2 p.m. eastern time the following fishing year. The remaining 6 hours prior to the end of the fishing year, and the 
14 hours at the beginning of the next fishing year, are necessary to provide NMFS time to reconcile IFQ accounts, 
adjust allocations for the upcoming year if the commercial quotas for Gulf red snapper have changed, and update 
shares and allocations for the upcoming fishing year. No electronic IFQ transactions will be available during these 20 
hours. An advance notice of landing may still be submitted during the 20-hour maintenance window by using the 
vessel's VMS unit or calling IFQ Customer Service at 1–866–425–7627. 

(6) IFQ share cap. No person, including a corporation or other entity, may individually or collectively hold IFQ shares 

in excess of 6.0203 percent of the total shares. For the purposes of considering the share cap, a corporation's total 
IFQ share is determined by adding the applicable IFQ shares held by the corporation and any other IFQ shares held 
by a corporation(s) owned by the original corporation prorated based on the level of ownership. An individual's total 
IFQ share is determined by adding the applicable IFQ shares held by the individual and the applicable IFQ shares 
equivalent to the corporate share the individual holds in a corporation. Initially, a corporation must provide the RA the 
identity of the shareholders of the corporation and their percent of shares in the corporation, and provide updated 
information to the RA within 30 days of when changes occur. This information must also be provided to the RA any 
time a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish is renewed or transferred. 

(7) Redistribution of shares resulting from permanent permit or endorsement revocation. If a shareholder's 
commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish has been permanently revoked under provisions of 15 CFR part 904, the 
RA will redistribute the IFQ shares held by that shareholder proportionately among remaining shareholders (subject 
to cap restrictions) based upon the amount of shares each held just prior to the redistribution. During December of 
each year, the RA will determine the amount of revoked shares, if any, to be redistributed, and the shares will be 
distributed at the beginning of the subsequent fishing year. 

(8) Annual recalculation and notification of IFQ shares and allocation. On or about January 1 each year, IFQ 
shareholders will be notified, via the IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov , of their IFQ share and allocation for the 
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upcoming fishing year. These updated share values will reflect the results of applicable share transfers and any 
redistribution of shares (subject to cap restrictions) resulting from permanent revocation of applicable permits under 
15 CFR part 904. Allocation is calculated by multiplying IFQ share times the annual red snapper commercial quota. 
Updated allocation values will reflect any change in IFQ share, any change in the annual commercial quota for Gulf 
red snapper, and any debits required as a result of prior fishing year overages as specified in paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of 
this section. IFQ participants can monitor the status of their shares and allocation throughout the year via the IFQ 
website. 

[71 FR 67459, Nov. 22, 2006, as amended at 72 FR 73274, Dec. 27, 2007; 73 FR 410, Jan. 3, 2008; 73 FR 68361, 
Nov. 18, 2008; 74 FR 44743, Aug. 31, 2009; 75 FR 9118, Mar. 1, 2010; 76 FR 23912, Apr. 29, 2011] 
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limits, the Under Secretary’s review will 
ordinarily be limited to the written 
record for decision, including the 
transcript of any hearing, and any 
submissions by the parties concerning 
the recommended decision. 

(d) Delivery. The final decision and 
implementing order shall be served on 
the parties and will be publicly 
available in accordance with § 766.20 of 
this part. 

(e) Appeals. The charged party may 
appeal the Under Secretary’s written 
order within 15 days to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia pursuant to 50 U.S.C. app. 
§ 2412(c)(3). 
[FR Doc. 2011–7847 Filed 4–4–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DT–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Weather 
Modification Activities Reports 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 6, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Karen Williams, (301) 734– 
1196 or karen.williams@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
Section 6(b) of Public Law 92–205 

requires that persons who engage in 
weather modification activities (e.g., 
cloud seeding) provide reports prior to 
and after the activity. They are also 
required to maintain certain records. 
The requirements are detailed in 15 CFR 

part 908. NOAA uses the data for 
scientific research, historical statistics, 
international reports and other 
purposes. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include e-mail of electronic 
forms, mail and facsimile transmission 
of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0025. 
Form Number: NOAA Forms 17–4 

and 17–4A. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

55. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 30 

minutes per report (2 reports each). 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 55. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $275. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 31, 2011. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2011–8002 Filed 4–4–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KD–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper IFQ 
Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other federal agencies to take 
this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 6, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Rich Malinowski, (727) 824– 
5305 or Rich.Malinowski@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) Southeast Region 
manages the Unites States (U.S.) 
fisheries of the exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) off the South Atlantic, Caribbean, 
and Gulf of Mexico under the Fishery 
Management Plans (FMP) for each 
Region. The Regional Fishery 
Management Councils prepared the 
FMPs pursuant to the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. NMFS manages the 
red snapper fishery in the waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico under the Reef Fish 
FMP. The Individual Fishing Quota 
(IFQ) program was implemented to 
reduce the overcapacity in the fishery 
and end the derby fishing conditions 
that resulted from that 
overcapitalization. 

The recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements at 50 CFR part 622 form 
the basis for this collection of 
information. NMFS Southeast Region 
requests information from fishery 
participants. This information, upon 
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receipt, results in an increasingly more 
efficient and accurate database for 
management and monitoring of the 
fisheries of the EEZ of Gulf of Mexico. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper applications, electronic reports, 
and telephone calls are required from 
participants, and methods of submittal 
include internet, electronic forms, and 
facsimile transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0551. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
11,685. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,038. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 
Notification of Landing Time Form, 
three minutes; Dealer Account 
Activation, Shareholder Account 
Activation, and Transfer of Allocation, 5 
minutes; Dealer Transaction Report, 
seven minutes; Annual Dealer Report, 
Fisherman Account Activation, Annual 
Shareholder Report, and Active Vessels 
Report, 10 minutes; Transfer for 
Allocation Form, 15 minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $383,764. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; 

(c) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (d) ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 31, 2011. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2011–8045 Filed 4–4–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Cooperative 
Charting Programs 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 6, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Ken Forster, (301) 713–2717 
x153 or ken.forster@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of a 

current information collection. 
The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 

members report observations of changes 
that require additions, corrections or 
revisions to Nautical Charts, on the 
NOAA Form 77–05. The U.S. Power 
Squadrons use a Web site to report the 
same information. The information 
provided is used by NOAA National 
Ocean Service to maintain and prepare 
new additions that are used nationwide 
by commercial and recreational 
navigators. 

II. Method of Collection 
Methods of submittal include Internet 

and facsimile transmission of paper 
forms. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0022. 
Form Number: NOAA 77–5. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; not-for-profit institutions. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
600. 

Estimated Time per Response: 2 
hours, 30 minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 2,400. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 21, 2011. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2011–8015 Filed 4–4–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–JE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XP18 

Marine Mammals; File No. 14334 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit 
amendment. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
that the Alaska SeaLife Center (ASLC), 
301 Railway Avenue, Seward, AK 99664 
(Dr. Ian Dutton, Responsible Party), has 
been issued a major amendment to 
Permit No. 14334. 
ADDRESSES: The permit amendment and 
related documents are available for 
review upon written request or by 
appointment in the following offices: 

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
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