
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 07/08/2011

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
05/04/2011

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201104-0648-007
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  Alaska Rockfish Pilot Program
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0545
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2013                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 496 408 681

New 496 408 681

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: Terms of the previous clearance remain in effect.

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs
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JUSTIFICATION 
ALASKA ROCKFISH PROGRAM  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0545 
 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE:   Adjustment to Rockfish Program vessel check-
in/check-out report to allow online submittal to NMFS.  
 
In Section 802 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2004 (Pub. L. 108–199; Section 802), 
the United States Congress directed the Secretary of Commerce to establish, in consultation with 
the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council), a pilot program for management of 
the rockfish fisheries in the Central Gulf of Alaska (CGOA). Following this directive, in 2005 
the Council adopted a share-based management program. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service’s (NMFS) Rockfish Pilot Program (Program) under which the total allowable catch is 
apportioned as exclusive shares to cooperatives based on the catch history of the members of 
those cooperatives.  The Program provides exclusive harvesting and processing privileges for a 
specific set of rockfish species, associated species, and Pacific halibut harvested incidentally to 
those CGOA rockfish in an area from 140º W. long. to 168º W. long.   The Program was 
originally established as a two-year program, but was extended to a five-year program.  The 
current termination date for the Program is December 31, 2011. 
 
The Program allocation is divided between the catcher vessel sector and the catcher/processor 
sector, based on historic catches of the participants in the respective sectors.  Participants in each 
sector can fish as part of a cooperative; in a competitive, limited access fishery; or may opt-out 
of the fishery.   
 
In order to meet the Rockfish Pilot Program check-in requirements of 679.5(r)(10), NMFS 
allowed cooperatives to submit Rockfish vessel check-in/check-out forms via email, in addition 
to fax and U.S. mail. At the request of industry, we have recently developed an online 
application to allow cooperatives to check in and out in conjunction with their current online 
account balance websites (initiated in 2008 when intercooperative transfer of cooperative quota 
was approved by OMB (change request approved 10-24-08)). 
 
The designated representative of a rockfish cooperative must designate any vessel that is fishing 
under the rockfish cooperative’s Cooperative Quota (CQ) permit before that vessel may fish 
under that CQ permit.  This authorization allows the cooperative to determine how and when 
vessels will fish under a CQ permit.  The designated cooperative representative must “check-in” 
a vessel when it is fishing under a CQ permit during the rockfish cooperative fishing year, and 
“check-out” vessels no longer fishing under its CQ permit. 
   
Vessel check-in report. 
 
Rockfish cooperatives must designate at least one vessel to fish the CQ permit for that 
cooperative effective on May 1.  The representative must designate any vessel that is fishing 
under a CQ permit at least 48 hours prior to the time the vessel begins a fishing trip under a CQ 
permit.  A check-in report is effective at the beginning of the first fishing trip after the 
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designation has been submitted.  This advance notice provides NMFS time to adjust catch 
accounting procedures and accurately monitor catch.   
 
Vessel check-out report.   
 
If a vessel has completed fishing under a CQ permit for a rockfish cooperative, the designated 
representative must submit a check-out report for that vessel to notify NMFS of that fact, within 
6 hours after the effective date and time of the designation.  This ensures that catch is properly 
debited against a CQ account and reduces the risk that a subsequent trip would be misapplied as 
occurring under a CQ permit and have to be corrected.   
 
The affected cooperatives and vessels are already counted in this collection.  Revision to this 
collection-of-information does not require additional training of the users and does not impose a 
significant impact on small entities.  Costs and burden are not expected to change as a result of 
this action.  In fact, costs may be decreased by improved efficiency. 
 
The Rockfish vessel check-in/check-out report may be completed online through the NMFS 
Alaska Region website at https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/coopaccounts/Login.
 

http://elandings.alaska.gov/�
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Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %
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Revised: 04-19-2011    OMB Control No: 0648-0545 Expiration Date:  01-31-2013 

ROCKFISH PILOT  
PROGRAM 

CHECK-IN/CHECK-OUT 
REPORT 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service, 
Alaska Region  
Post Office Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 
Fax:  907-586-7269 
Telephone:  907-586-7131 

 
 
 

1.  Check one of the following: 
 
  [__]   Vessel Check-IN   [__]  Vessel Check-OUT 
 
2.  Name of Rockfish Cooperative: 
 

3.  Cooperative quota permit 
number (group ID): 
 
 

4.  Name of Cooperative Representative: 
 
 
5.  Telephone Number: 6.  Fax Number: 7.  E-mail Address: 

 
 

8.  Name of Vessel: 
 
 
 
9.  USCG Designation Number: 10.  Federal Fisheries  

Permit Number: 
11.  ADF&G Vessel 
Registration Number: 
 
 

12.  Date Effective: 13.  Time Effective: 
 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 
Public reporting for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of 
information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information, subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and 
under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.); 3) Responses to this information request are 
confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 
216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Instructions 
ROCKFISH PILOT PROGRAM 

CHECK-IN/CHECK-OUT REPORT 
 
CHECK-IN.  
  
Before a vessel may fish under a Rockfish Cooperative Quota (CQ) permit, the designated representative 
must submit a check-in report to NMFS.  The Check-in Report authorizes a vessel to fish under the CQ 
permit.   
 
 ♦ The designated representative for a rockfish cooperative must submit this designation for a vessel 

at least 48 hours prior to the time the vessel begins a fishing trip to fish under a CQ permit; and 
 
 ♦ A check-in report is effective at the beginning of the first fishing trip after the designation has 

been submitted. 
 
CHECK-OUT.   
 
The designated representative must submit a Check-out Report for any vessel that is no longer fishing 
under the CQ permit for that rockfish cooperative within the time limits given below: 
 
 ♦ The check-out report must be submitted within 6 hours after the effective date and time the 

rockfish cooperative wishes to end the vessel's authority to fish under the CQ permit.  
 
 ♦ This designation is effective at: 
 
  □ The end of a complete offload if that vessel is fishing under a CQ permit for a catcher vessel 

cooperative 
  
 or the earlier of; 
 
  □ The end of the week-ending date as reported in a production report if that vessel is fishing 

under a CQ permit for a catcher/processor cooperative; or 
 
  □ The end of a complete offload if that vessel is fishing under a CQ permit for a 

catcher/processor cooperative. 
 
When complete, the designated representative of the rockfish cooperative must submit a vessel check-in 
or check-out report to NMFS 
 
Online:     http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov 
 
By Mail:    NMFS Alaska Region 

Sustainable Fisheries Division 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, AK 99802-1668 

 
By fax:     907-586-7131 
 
Or email:   E-Mail: erreports.fakr@noaa.gov 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/�
mailto:erreports.fakr@noaa.gov�
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If you need additional information, contact Sustainable Fisheries Division at 907-586-7228.  
 
 

COMPLETING THE REPORT 
 
 1. Indicate whether this report is a Vessel Check-IN or Vessel Check-OUT 
 
 2. Provide the name of the  Rockfish Cooperative. 
 
 3. Provide the cooperative quota (CQ) permit number (group ID). 
 
 4. Name of Cooperative Representative. 
 
 5-7. Representative’s business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address. 
 
 8. Provide the name of the vessel. 
 
9-11.  Provide the vessel’s U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) designation number, Federal fisheries permit 

number, and Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) vessel registration number: 
 
 12. Date effective 
 
 13. Time effective: 
 



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

 Application for Rockfish 
Cooperative Fishing Quota 
(CQ)

 Application for Rockfish 
Cooperative Fishing Quota 
(CQ)

NA

 Application for Rockfish 
Limited Access Fishery

 Application for Rockfish 
Limited Access Fishery

NA

 Application for 
Entry-Level Rockfish 
Fishery

 Application for 
Entry-Level Rockfish 
Fishery

NA

 Application to Opt Out of 
Rockfish Fishery

 Application to Opt-out of 
Rockfish Fishery

NA

 Application for 
Intercooperative Transfer 
of Cooperative Quota

 Application for 
Inter-Cooperative Transfer 
of Rockfish CQ

NA

50 CFR 679.5(r)  Rockfish Cooperative 
Catch Report

50 CFR 679.5(r)  Annual Rockfish 
Cooperative Report

50 CFR 679.5(r)  Rockfish Cooperative 
Termination of Fishing 
Declaration

 Alaska Rockfish Pilot 
Program Check-in 
Check-out Report

 Vessel 
Check-in/Check-out 
Report

NA

50 CFR 679.4(n)  Appeals for denial of 
rockfish permit
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