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FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup
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ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201510-0648-001
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EXPIRATION DATE: 11/30/2018 DISCONTINUE DATE:
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/PPI a. 0648 . 0538
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
o ) c. Delegated
b. [ 1] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [ 1] Extension of a currently approved collection 5. Small entities
. ) . Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes Il 1] No
collection for which approval has expired
e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired 6. Requested expiration date
f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number a. [| I] Three years from approval date b.[ ] Other Specify:
For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

7. Title EnvironmentalComplianceQuestionnairdor NationalOceanicand AtmosphericAdministrationFederalFinancial
AssistancéApplicants

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords

10. Abstract

The NationalEnvironmentaPolicy Act (‘“NEPA”; 42 U.S.C.884321-4370)equiresfederalagencieso completeanenvironmental
analysisfor all majorfederalactions.This EnvironmentalComplianceQuestionnairéor NationalOceanicand Atmospheric
AdministrationFederalFinancialAssistanceApplicants(Questionnairejs usedby the NOAA to collectinformationaboutproposed
activitiesfor NEPA andotherenvironmentatompliancerequirementsThe Questionnairés usedin conjunctionwith NOAA Funding
OpportunityAnnouncement§FOA). Applicantsareonly requiredto answerquestiondrom the Questionnairgéhatarespecifiedin the
FOA theyareapplyingto. Theapplicablequestionsanbeinsertednto the FOA with referenceo the OMB Approval Numberxfor this
form; or, the FOA canspecifywhich questionsanapplicantmustanswer with the entireOMB-approvedQuestionnair@attachedo the
FOA. This Questionnairdnasbeenrevisedto removerepetitivequestionsrevisespecificquestiongo useplain languagenstead and
addquestiongelevantto moreNOAA programsTherevisionreducedheoverallnumberof questiondy 22.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x") 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a._X Individuals or households d. ___ Farms a.[ ]Voluntary
b. _X_ Business or other for-profite. _X _Federal Government b. [I 1] Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. _P_ Not-for-profit institutions . _X_ State, Local or Tribal Government c.[ ]Mandatory
13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden 14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
a. Number of respondents 1,000 dollars)
b. Total annual responses 1,000 a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
1. Percentage of these responses b. Total annual costs (O&M) 2
i 0,
collected electronically 90 c. Total annualized cost requested 2
c. Total annual hours requested 3,000 . 2
. 3.000 d. Current OMB inventory
d. Current OMB inventory ) .
. 0 e. Difference 0
e. Difference ) .
f. Explanation of difference f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change 1. Program change
2. Adjustment 2. Adjustment 1
15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all 16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
others that apply with "X") a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure
a. _X Application for benefits ~ e. __ Program planning or management c. [ ] Reporting
b. __ Program evaluation L Research . 1.[ 1] On occasion 2. ] Weekly 3.[ ] Monthly
c.__ Gen_eral purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance 4.[ ]Quarterly 5.[ ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
d. __ Audit 7.[ ]Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)
17. Statistical methods 18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
Does this information collection employ statistical methods the content of this submission)
[ ] Yes [ 1] No . .
Name: SteveKokkinakis
Phone: 240-533-9021

OMB 83-| 10/95



19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Digitally signed by TRONVIG.KRISTEN.A.1365886012 Date
TRO NVI G . KR I STEN A 13 DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,
0u=OTHER, cn=TRONVIG.KRISTEN.A.1365886012
65886012 Date: 2015.09.30 14:43:12 -04'00" 9/30/2015
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date

B RA B S O N SA RA H Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

DN c= US o= US Government ou= DoD ou= PKI

. I 32; ; ; I i 5188 Date:2015.11.1812:21:32—0500'
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNIARE FOR NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION FEDERAL
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE APPLICANTS OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0538
A JUSTIFICATION

This request is for revision and extension and revision of this information collection.

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This information collection addresses information requirements specific to compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”; 42 U.S.C. 884321-4370). NEPA requires federal
agencies to complete an environmental analysis for all major federal actions, including funding
non-federal projects through federal financial assistance awards where Federal participation in
the funded activity is expected to be significant.

Each fiscal year, NOAA publishes Federal Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA) in the
Federal Register inviting applications from persons who are interested in financial assistance to
carry out a wide variety of projects. The FOA contains a description of the funding opportunity,
along with evaluation criteria and weights. Applications for federal financial assistance are
submitted through www.grants.gov. It is critical to ensure that an adequate level of detail is
provided in every financial assistance award application to allow the agency to evaluate the
environmental impacts, as required by NEPA, of activities conducted through the support of
NOAA funds.

The information collection tool (Questionnaire) was developed to collect all relevant project
information required to comply with NEPA and expedite both the NEPA and award processes.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The information is collected as part of the application package submitted by applicants
requesting Federal financial assistance from NOAA through an Announcement of Federal
Funding Opportunity posted on www.grants.gov.

The information is used by NOAA Federal Program officers, NOAA NEPA coordinators,
NOAA NEPA analysts, DOC attorneys, and NOAA attorneys.


http://www.grants.gov/

The information is collected to determine the level of NEPA analysis required for proposed
awards, and for the preparation of NEPA compliance documents. This Questionnaire has been
revised to (1) remove repetitive questions; (2) revise specific questions to use plain language
instead of NEPA-specific language; and (3) add questions that would be helpful to a wider range
of NOAA programs. The revision reduced the overall number of questions by 22.

The Questionnaire has five sections with questions about a proposed activity relevant to the
FOA. The Project Information section would be used by NOAA to determine whether any
extraordinary circumstances exist that may qualify the proposed activity for a certain type of
NEPA document. The Project Location section would identify the specific location, as well as
the condition of the location of the proposed activity. The Project Timeframe section would
identify the start date, duration, and schedule of the proposed activity. The Project Partners,
Permits, and Consultations section would identify requirements for other environmental
compliance requirements besides NEPA. The Project Details section would help NOAA clarify
specific details about the proposed activity relative to which program office is providing the
funding.

NOAA would retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management,
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA decide to disseminate the
information, it would be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technoloqy.

The Questionnaire is used in conjunction with NOAA Funding Opportunity Announcements
(FOA), which are advertised on www.grants.gov. Applicants are only required to provide the
information from this Questionnaire that is specified in the FOA to which they are applying. The
FOA can present these questions in one of two ways: (1) The applicable questions can be
inserted directly into the FOA with reference to the OMB Control Number 0648-0538 for this
form; or (2) The FOA can specify which questions (e.g. 1, 2) an applicant must answer, with the
entire OMB-approved Questionnaire attached to the FOA. The Questionnaire is available at
www.nepa.noaa.gov/questionnaire.pdf. Electronic submission of the information to be collected
is encouraged but not required. No other type of information technology is necessary to collect
the information that is requested.



http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/questionnaire.pdf

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

There are no other collections that gather similar information. The information requested is
unique to each NOAA Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA). The questions NOAA has
developed are specific to the trust resources managed under NOAA'’s mission and authorities
(i.e., National Marine Sanctuary Act, Magnuson-Steven Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, Coastal Zone Management Act, Endangered Species Act, and Marine Mammal Protection
Act). No duplication of effort exists with other Federal Government information collection
efforts.

Some of the questions may overlap with material provided in other parts of the FOA application.
This overlap occurs because the answers to the Questionnaire are provided to NOAA staff who
do not review the other parts of the application. If appropriate, the applicant may copy the
information from other parts of the application and paste it into the answers to the Questionnaire.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

The information to be collected is very basic in its nature and should not be a hardship or burden
for small entities that request NOAA funds to produce this information. Furthermore, the
applicant should already have this information available as part of the research or project plan.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Detailed project information must be collected for every unique financial assistance award
application in order to determine NEPA compliance requirements and to prepare the subsequent
NEPA analysis. If project specific information is not collected upfront from the applicant,
NOAA staff must request and wait for additional information from the federal financial
assistance applicants in order to fully implement NEPA. This may cause several weeks of delays
in awarding and distributing federal financial assistance awards. If proper NEPA documentation
cannot be completed for a particular activity, project or program, NOAA is not authorized to
award or release any funds to the project or program applicant.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

The proposed collection of information would be conducted in a manner that is consistent with
OMB guidelines.



8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on May 13, 2015 (80 FR 27291) solicited public comments.
No comments were received.

An informal request for feedback from non-NOAA staff on the accuracy of the expected burden,
clarity of instructions, and usefulness of the information was sent on July 22, 2015. Two
responses were received.

One respondent expected the revised Questionnaire would take approximately 30 minutes to
complete, because based on their project types, most of the answers would be “no” or “N/A”.
This respondent stated that they understood the instructions, and that they would like to see a
question at the beginning of the Questionnaire asking whether they had any on-the-ground
impacts, and if not they could avoid answering more questions on on-the-ground impacts.

Response: NOAA has addressed this issue with the revised Questionnaire by allowing NOAA
Federal Program Officers (FPO) to select a subset of questions from the Questionnaire that
would be relevant to their FOA, therefore, respondents would only need to answer questions the
FPQO’s dictate are relevant to the proposed projects.

The second respondent expected the revised Questionnaire would take approximately one to two
hours to complete. They understood the instructions, and would like to avoid answering
questions that are not applicable to their project. They also thought some of the questions were
duplicative of information required in their project proposal for the FOA. Similar to the first
respondent’s concerns, NOAA has addressed these issues in the revised Questionnaire by
allowing NOAA FPOs to select and use only those questions from the Questionnaire that would
be relevant to their FOA.

Although these respondents were asked to evaluate the entire revised Questionnaire, for
purposed of the PRA approval process, it is likely that future respondents will only be asked a
very small subset of the questions in the Questionnaire that are relevant to their project and not
duplicative of the proposal requested in the FOA. The selection of the questions included in the
FOA would be up to the FPO when they are preparing the announcement.


https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/05/13/2015-11568/proposed-information-collection-comment-request-environmental-compliance-questionnaire-for-national

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.
No payments or gifts would be provided to any of the respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

The information collection would not request any proprietary or confidential information. No
confidentiality would be provided.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No information of a sensitive nature would be collected.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

It is estimated that 1,000 financial assistance applicants would complete the Questionnaire.
Depending on the number of questions the respondent is asked to answer, it is estimated to take
the respondent 1 to 3 hours to complete the Questionnaire. The maximum total annual estimated
burden hours would be 3,000.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

If the information is submitted electronically, as most currently are, this collection would incur
no cost burden on respondents beyond the cost of response time (assuming the respondent has a
computer). If respondents decide to copy or print the questionnaire it is estimated to cost $0.05
per page, or $1.30. Mailing would cost of $0.49 for postage for standard mailing. If all
respondents chose to copy and mail the questionnaire, the estimated maximum cost would be
$1.79 per respondent, for a total annual cost of $1,790.00. However, it is assumed that most
respondents would submit the information electronically.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

It is estimated that reviewing the information provided in the Questionnaire would require a
maximum of 3 hours of NOAA staff time per application reviewed. With an annual average
salary of $24.00 an hour per employee, it is estimated that each application reviewed would cost
the government $72.00 for a total of $72,000 annually.



15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Program Change:

Our goals for this revision/renewal were to:
1. remove any questions that ask the applicant to do the NEPA analysis;

2. define or clarify uncommon terminology (add a glossary if necessary);
3. shorten the form, to the extent practicable;

4. include questions that would be helpful to all interested program offices

We obtained considerable input from line and staff office experts who use this form on a regular
basis. We also solicited comments from users/applicants outside of the agency. We successfully
removed or rephrased any questions that were asking applicants to perform NEPA analysis. Most
unclear terminology was removed during the first step, but uncommon words or concepts that
could not be removed were defined directly within the questions; therefore eliminating the need
for a separate glossary, which we thought would add unnecessary length to the form. Examples
were also included within questions to provide further explanations for unclear terminology or
concepts. We did end up shortening the form overall by 22 questions. The form should also be
considered more consolidated because we rephrased the instructions to allow FPOs to use a
subset of the questions applicable to their program, rather than have to attach the entire form to
their announcements. The form is shorter, even in light of the additional questions added to help
different programs with questions that were not previously available to them.

Adjustment:
There is an adjustment to postage costs from $1,750 to $1,790, due to increased postage rates.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results of this collection will not be published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.
There are no exceptions.




B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

The information collection does not employ statistical methods.



OMB Control Number:0648-0538
Expiration Date: XX/XX/XXXX

Environmental Compliance Questionnaire for National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Federal Financial Assistance Applicants

This form is to be used in conjunction with Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA) from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). You must refer to the specific FOA for
complete eligibility and application requirements. This form addresses information requirements
specific to compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”; 42 U.S.C. 8§84321-
4370).

NEPA requires federal agencies to complete an environmental analysis for all major federal actions,
including funding non-federal projects through federal financial assistance awards where Federal
participation in the funded activity is expected to be significant. This Environmental Compliance
Questionnaire for National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Federal Financial Assistance
Applicants (Questionnaire) is used by NOAA to collect information about proposed activities for
NEPA and other environmental compliance requirements associated with the proposed project, such
as federal consultations.

You are only required to provide the information from this Questionnaire that is specified in the
FOA to which you are applying. The FOA may present these questions in one of two ways:

1) The applicable questions are inserted directly into the FOA with reference to the OMB
Approval Number (0648-0538) for this form; or

2) The FOA will specify which questions (e.g. 1, 2) an applicant must answer, with the entire
OMB-approved Questionnaire attached to the FOA.

Submit the information according to the instructions in the FOA. If you do not answer in sufficient
detail, NOAA may consider the application to be incomplete. If a question is not applicable to your
proposed activity, answer “N/A” or explain why the requested information is not relevant.



1.

10.

Project Information

Describe the proposed activity, including:

e its purpose, objectives, and goals;

e graphics (i.e. figures, photographs), site plans, plan diagrams, models, etc.;

e sampling, collection, or observation protocols and operational procedures;

e any proposed mitigation or monitoring measures and protocols;

e adescription and plan diagram of the proposed impact area, if the proposed activity involves
construction, restoration, dredging, excavation, and/or fill;

e adescription (i.e. specifications) of the equipment or structures (e.g. scientific monitoring
equipment, deployment platforms, etc.) that would need to be temporarily or permanently
placed in the environment.

List the species of plants and animals that are the subjects of the proposed activity, and describe the
numbers (by species, age, sex, stock, location, etc.) to be targeted.

List species that would be transplanted or introduced at the site or in its immediate vicinity, and
specify whether any would be non-native. Specify which non-native species could be introduced
incidentally and how.

List hazardous substances (as defined by 29 CFR 1910.120(a)(3)) that may be released into the
environment or used during the proposed activity.

List hazardous wastes (as defined by 40 CFR 261.3) that may be generated during the proposed
activity.

List unique or unknown risks to human health or the environment from the proposed activity.

List any individuals, groups, or organizations that may disapprove of or oppose the proposed
activity, and describe the circumstances of their disapproval or opposition.

If the proposed activity is a continuation of an on-going project, describe any changes to the
proposed activity since it was initiated, including progress toward achieving its objectives/goals.
Include information and attach reports from previous years.

If the applicant does not receive funding from NOAA, would the applicant conduct the proposed
activity anyways?

Project Location

Describe the proposed activity’s location, including geographic coordinates, river mile markers, etc.
and indicate whether it includes unique geographic areas of notable recreational, ecological,
scientific, cultural, historical, scenic, or aesthetic importance (Examples include, but are not limited
to: coral reefs; marine protected areas; national marine sanctuaries; essential fish habitat;
habitat area of particular concern; critical habitat designated under the Endangered Species



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Act; park or refuge lands; wild or scenic rivers; wetlands; prime or unique farmland; sites
listed on the National Register of Natural Landmarks; sites listed or eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places; sites that are ecologically significant or critical areas including
areas that are normally inundated by water or areas within the 100-year flood plain).

Would the proposed activity degrade or disturb previously undisturbed areas?

Provide maps and graphics of the project location, if available.

If there are previous or ongoing uses of the proposed activity’s site, or other issues, that make it
likely that contaminants may be uncovered and/or disturbed by the proposed activity, describe the

previous or ongoing uses or other issues of the site, potential contaminant, and the circumstances
that may uncover and/or disturb the contaminants.

Project Timeframe

Specify the proposed start date and duration of the proposed activity.
Provide proposed activity schedules, including:

e implementation dates of major elements of the proposed activity;

e frequency of activities within the project schedule (e.g. once per week, 10 days per month,
daily);

e deployment and recovery schedules of equipment or structures that would be temporarily or
permanently placed in the environment.

Project Partners, Permits, and Consultations

If the proposed activity would be conducted in partnership with NOAA or require NOAA' s direct
involvement, activity, or oversight, describe NOAA' s involvement, activity, or oversight, including
the name of the office or program that is involved.

List all other interested or affected Federal, state, and local agencies; Tribal governments,
nongovernmental organizations; minority or economically disadvantaged communities; and
individuals. Describe listed entities involvement, activity, or oversight regarding the proposed
activity.

List all federal, state, or local permits, authorizations, waivers, determinations, or ongoing
consultations that would be required for the proposed activity to comply with all applicable
environmental laws and regulations. Provide the date the permit, authorization, waiver, or
determination was obtained or would be obtained. Provide copies of the permits, authorizations,
waivers, or determinations you have secured.

Identify the lead Federal agency, if applicable, and whether any NEPA document has been



completed or is in process for the proposed activity.

Project Details

National Marine Fisheries Service

20. If the proposed activity is a continuation of an on-going project, provide information/reports for

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

previous years addressing the following:

e The number of fish and other species that were collected for the activity/monitoring needs;

e any impacts to protected species, including takes (as defined by 50 CFR 216.3, 50 CFR
222.102, and 15 CFR 922.3)

e any impacts to sensitive or protected habitats, including critical habitat that has been
identified under the Endangered Species Act or essential fish habitat that has been identified
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens
Act);

¢ and the number of non-target fish/invertebrates/protected species (listed by species) that were
incidentally captured.

What amount (total numbers and/or weight) of fish or invertebrates are proposed to be caught? What
is the size (weight, length, and age class) of each species?

If targeted fish would be under the minimum size limit or is the applicant applying for an exemption
to the minimum size limit, explain why an exemption is necessary to conduct the proposed activity.

If any organisms would be released alive, how many of each species would be tagged, measured, or
sampled? What is the probability of individuals surviving after being handled (e.g., tagged,
measured) and released (e.g., percent of live or dead fish)?

If the proposed activity involves commercial fishing, would the proposed activity be for research
purposes only? If fish would be retained for sale or personal consumption, quantify the amount of
each species that would be sold or used for personal consumption.

What type and size of gear would be used? Describe any differences between proposed
research gear and currently regulated gear.

If using fixed fishing gear, how many traps, pots, gillnets, or other fixed gear would be used during
the course of the study? Would new gear be added to the water or would existing, permitted fishing
gear be used? If new gear would be added to the water, how many extra vertical lines would be
associated with any fixed gear such as traps, pots, or gillnets? What lengths of gillnet would be used
(e.g. number of nets per string, gillnet panel lengths, etc.)?

Would the fishing gear being used conform to appropriate take reduction plan regulations under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act (e.g. Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan, Harbor Porpoise Take
Reduction Plan, Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan, etc.) and other appropriate fishery regulations



28.

(e.g. sea turtle gear requirements)? If not, explain the differences and the reason for the discrepancy.

How long would the fishing gear be deployed? List average soak time for each gear type.

29. What is the proposed number of gear hauls for each gear type (e.g., trawl gear, fixed gear, etc.)?

30. What is the proposed duration and speed of each tow for mobile gear, such as trawl gear?

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

If trawls are proposed to be used, would a turtle exclusion device (TED) or marine mammal
exclusion device be used?

If the applicant is applying for an exemption to any of the following, please explainwhat the
exemptions would be and why the exemption isnecessary forthe proposed activity:

e Fishing gear restrictions;

e Other regulatory requirements such as Days At Sea (DAS), Total Allowable Catch (TAC),
and/or possession limits;

e Use areas closed to proposed activities (e.g., fishery management closed area, habitat
closed area, etc.);

e Any closed or otherwise restricted fishing seasons.

If the proposed activity would increase fishing effort, describe the extent of the increase.
How many proposed fishing days are there within the year for each gear type?

Is the target species listed as endangered, threatened, or otherwise protected species (under Federal
and/or state law; e.g. Endangered Species Act and/or Marine Mammal Protection Act, etc.)?

If the proposed sampling involves the use of sonic tags, acoustic surveys, or any other specialized
gear that may introduce sound, provide a description of the noise(s), including frequency (Hz),
amplitude (dB), what angle (or degrees) radius the noise may travel from the source, and other
relevant technical specifications.

List non-target species that may occur in the proposed sampling area, and specify how many of each
non-targeted species are expected to be caught?

National Environmental Satellite Data and Information Systems

38.

39.

40.

Would the proposed activity create high levels of noise for an extended period of time?

Would the proposed activity require large amounts of water or electricity for an extended period of
time?

Would any fuel be used for the proposed activity during development or long term operation,
including for powering small fuel cells?



41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Would the proposed activity, during development or long term operation, change the scenery or
viewshed in the project vicinity, require large amounts of outdoor lighting, or create unusual odors?

Would the proposed activity, during development or long term operation, change transportation
infrastructure or increase local traffic?

Would the proposed activity, during development or long term operation, change characteristics of
the atmosphere or contribute to ozone-depletion?

If the proposed activity involves installing equipment or antennas on buildings or property, has the
owner of the property granted written approval for the use of their property? If yes, provide copies
of the approvals.

If the proposed activity involves installing equipment, how would the equipment get to its final
location (i.e. would gasoline or diesel engine vehicles be used)?

If biological agents would be used, specify how the proposed activity would meet all conditions of
the Biosafety Level 1 (BL1) standard from the most current version of the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Biosafety in
Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL) guidelines.

Does the proposed activity consist solely of software research and manipulation?

If the proposed activity requires airplane or balloon/sonde flights (e.g. investigations over Arctic Sea
ice using satellite and aircraft altimetry), would the proposed activity use a previously scheduled
flight or sea voyage, or would a special trip be required?

If the proposed activity involves installing equipment or antennas that would require structural
support, describe the nature and extent of such support.

If the proposed activity has electromagnetic properties or creates electromagnetic fields, specify how
those aspects would comply with the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
standard C95.1-1991 (recognized by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI)), or newer
guidance.

If the proposed activity involves ionizing radiation, specify:

e whether the appropriate radiation safety authority has been consulted or when consultation
would occur;

e the results of the radiation safety authority’s review;

e how the proposed activity complies with NOAA’s U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) materials license #05-11997-01

If the proposed activity involves lasers, specify how the proposed activity would meet the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) safety standards Z136.1-2000 and Z136.6-2000, or newer



guidance.

53. If the proposed activity involves satellite sensors and experiments with radioactive materials, specify
and include:

e whether NASA has evaluated the payload or when the evaluation would occur;
the results of the evaluation (i.e. whether the proposed project is categorized as a Routine
Payload On Expandable Launch Vehicles, as evaluated by the current version of NASA

Routine Payload Environmental Checklist GSFC Form 23-78 and NASA Flight Projects
Environmental Checklist GSFC Form 23-74);

e acopy of the evaluation, if available.



Paperwork Reduction Act Statement

Because this Questionnaire is intended for members of the public, NOAA must use the
Questionnaire in accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act (“PRA”; 44 U.S.C. 8§ 3501-
3521). Congress passed the PRA to minimize the paperwork burden for non-federal entities and
members of the public that can result from the collection of information by or for the federal
government. The PRA is administered by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), which has
reviewed and approved the Questionnaire (OMB Approval No. 0648-0538).

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to be a maximum of 3
hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other
suggestions for reducing this burden to NOAA NEPA Coordinator, NOAA Office of Program
Planning and Integration, SSMC 3, Room 15700, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910. The information collection does not request any proprietary or confidential information.
No confidentiality is provided.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall
any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.
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not exceed 1,440 1b (653.2 kg) for all
trips combined.

Atlantic halibut—specimen would be
sampled at sea by a Study Fleet scientist
for age, growth, maturity, fecundity, and
diet research. Atlantic halibut retained
would not exceed 20 fish per month or
240 fish total for all trips. The maximum
weight on any trip would not exceed
200 1b (90.7 kg), and total weight would
not exceed 5,000 b (2268.0 kg) for all
trips combined.

Monkfish—whole fish would be
retained for maturity and fecundity
research. Monkfish retained would not
exceed 10 fish per trip, or 120 fish total
for all trips. The maximum weight on
any trip would not exceed 100 1b (45.4
kg), and total weight would not exceed
1,200 1b (544.3 kg) for all trips
combined.

Atlantic cod—potential maturity,
fecundity, bioelectrical impedance
analysis (BIA), food habits, and genetic
research. Whole fish retained would not
exceed 200 fish per month from each of
the three stock areas (GOM, GB, SNE/
MA), or 1,200 fish total from each stock
area for all trips. The maximum weight
on any trip would not exceed 300 1b
(136.1 kg), and total weight would not
exceed 8,500 lb (3855.5 kg) for all trips
combined.

Barndoor Skate—whole and, in some
cases, live skates would be retained for
age and growth research and species
confirmation. The barndoor skates
retained would not exceed 20 fish per
3-month period, or 80 skates total for all
trips. The maximum weight on any trip
would not exceed 75 1b (34.0 kg), and
total weight would not exceed 300 1b
(136.1 kg) for all trips combined.

Thorny Skate—whole and, in some
cases, live skates would be retained for
age and growth research and species
confirmation. Thorny skates retained
would not exceed 20 fish per 3-month
period, or 80 skates total for all trips.
The maximum weight on any trip would
not exceed 75 1b (34.0 kg), and total
weight would not exceed 300 1b (136.1
kg) for all trips combined.

Black Sea Bass—whole fish would be
retained to support of an ongoing study
at the NEFSC to evaluate BIA to
measure fish energy density and
reproductive potential for stock
assessment. Black sea bass retained
would not exceed 75 fish per quarter, or
300 black sea bass total for all trips. The
maximum weight on any trip would not
exceed 250 1b (113.4 kg), and total
weight would not exceed 1,000 1b (453.6
kg) for all trips combined.

If approved, the applicant may
request minor modifications and
extensions to the EFP throughout the
year. EFP modifications and extensions

may be granted without further notice if
they are deemed essential to facilitate
completion of the proposed research
and have minimal impact that do not
change the scope or impact of the
initially approved EFP request. Any
fishing activity conducted outside the
scope of the exempted fishing activity
would be prohibited.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 6, 2015.
Emily H. Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-11470 Filed 5-12—15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Environmental
Compliance Questionnaire for National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Federal Financial
Assistance Applicants

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 13, 2015.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Steve Kokkinakis, (240) 533—
9021 or Steve.Kokkinakis@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

This request is for a revision and
extension of a currently approved
information collection. The National
Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”’; 42
U.S.C. §§4321-4370) requires federal
agencies to complete an environmental

analysis for all major federal actions,
including funding non-federal projects
through federal financial assistance
awards where Federal participation in
the funded activity is expected to be
significant. This Environmental
Compliance Questionnaire for National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Federal Financial
Assistance Applicants (Questionnaire)
is used by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to
collect information about proposed
activities for NEPA and other
environmental compliance requirements
associated with proposed projects, such
as federal consultations. The
Questionnaire is used in conjunction
with NOAA Funding Opportunity
Announcements (FOA). Applicants are
required to provide only the information
from this Questionnaire that is specified
in the FOA to which they are applying.
The FOA may present these questions in
one of two ways: (1) The applicable
questions can be inserted directly into
the FOA with reference to the OMB
Control Number (0648—-0538) for this
form; or (2) The FOA can specify which
questions (e.g. 1, 2) an applicant must
answer, with the entire OMB-approved
Questionnaire attached to the FOA. This
Questionnaire has been revised to (1)
remove repetitive questions; (2) revise
specific questions to use plain language
instead of NEPA-specific language; and
(3) add questions that would be helpful
to a wider range of NOAA programs.
The revision reduced the overall
number of questions by 22.

1I. Method of Collection

The information may be submitted
electronically or on paper (faxed or
mailed).

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0538.
Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(revision and extension of a currently
approved information collection).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; business or other for-profit
organizations; not-for-profit institutions;
state, local, or tribal government; and
federal government.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 3
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 3,000.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $1,000 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs.
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IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 8, 2015.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2015-11568 Filed 5-12-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-NW-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: International Dolphin
Conservation Program.

OMB Control Number: 0648—0387.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: Regular (extension of
a currently approved information
collection).

Number of Respondents: 144.

Average Hours Per Response: 35
minutes each for a vessel permit
application and for written notification
to request active status for a small tuna
purse seine vessel; 10 minutes for an
operator permit application, a
notification of vessel arrival or
departure, a change in permit operator;
a notification of a net modification or a
monthly tuna storage removal report; 30
minutes for a request for a waiver to
transit the ETP without a permit (and
subsequent radio reporting) or for a

special report documenting the origin of
tuna (if requested by the NOAA
Administrator); 10 hours for an
experimental fishing operation waiver;
15 minutes for a request for a Dolphin
Mortality Limit; 5 minutes for written
notification to request inactive status for
a small tuna purse seine vessel or for
written notification of the intent to
transfer a tuna purse seine vessel to
foreign registry and flag; 60 minutes for
a tuna tracking form or for a monthly
tuna receiving report.

Burden Hours: 179.

Needs and Uses: National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) collects information to
implement the International Dolphin
Conservation Program Act (Act). The
Act allows entry of yellowfin tuna into
the United States (U.S.), under specific
conditions, from nations in the
International Dolphin Conservation
Program that would otherwise be under
embargo. The Act also allows U.S.
fishing vessels to participate in the
yellowfin tuna fishery in the eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean (ETP) on terms
equivalent with the vessels of other
nations. NOAA collects information to
allow tracking and verification of
“dolphin safe” and “non-dolphin safe”
tuna products from catch through the
U.S. market.

The regulations implementing the Act
are at 50 CFR parts 216 and 300. The
recordkeeping and reporting
requirements at 50 CFR parts 216 and
300 form the basis for this collection of
information. This collection includes
permit applications, notifications, tuna
tracking forms, reports, and
certifications that provide information
on vessel characteristics and operations
in the ETP, the origin of tuna and tuna
products, and certain other information
necessary to implement the Act.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Frequency: Annually, monthly and on
occasion.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Dated: May 7, 2015.

Sarah Brabson,

NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2015—-11489 Filed 5-12-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Telecommunications and
Information Administration

[Docket No. 150312253-5253-01]
RIN 0660-XC018

Stakeholder Engagement on
Cybersecurity in the Digital Ecosystem

AGENCY: National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; Extension of comment
period.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
Internet Policy Task Force (IPTF)
announces that the closing deadline for
submitting comments responsive to the
May 18, 2015 request for public
comments to identify substantive
cybersecurity issues to be addressed by
a multistakeholder process has been
extended until 5:00 p.m. Eastern
Daylight Time (EDT) on Wednesday,
May 27, 2015.

DATES: Comments are due on or before
5 p.m. EDT on Wednesday, May 27,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
submitted by email to
securityRFC2015@ntia.doc.gov.
Comments submitted by email should
be machine-searchable and should not
be copy-protected. Written comments
also may be submitted by mail to the
National Telecommunications and
Information Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW., Room 4725,
Attn: Cybersecurity RFC 2015,
Washington, DC 20230. Responders
should include the name of the person
or organization filing the comment, as
well as a page number, on each page of
their submissions. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted to http://
www.ntia.doc.gov/category/internet-
policy-task-force without change. All
personal identifying information (e.g.,
name, address) voluntarily submitted by
the commenter may be publicly
accessible. Do not submit Confidential
Business Information or otherwise
sensitive or protected information.
NTIA will also accept anonymous
comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Allan Friedman, National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW., Room 4725, Washington, DG
20230; Telephone: (202) 482—4281;
Email: afriedman@ntia.doc.gov. Please
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