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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR DISTRIBUTORS OF NOAA  

ELECTRONIC NAVIGATIONAL CHARTS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0508 

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for extension of a current information collection.  
 
NOAA produces electronic navigational charts (ENCs) as one of its products under its Nautical 
Charting Program. Official NOAA ENCs which conform to International Hydrographic 
Organization (IHO) standards may be used in a type approved* display system, such as an 
Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS), to comply with Federal nautical 
chart carriage requirements administered by the United States Coast Guard.   
 
NOAA established a certification program for the re-distribution of official NOAA ENCs in  
15 CFR part 995 in order to ensure the quality and content of official NOAA ENCs remains 
intact throughout the redistribution process.  The information collected allows NOAA to 
administer the regulation, and to better understand the marketplace resulting in products that 
meet the needs of the customer in a timely and efficient manner. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The information collected by NOAA's Office of Coast Survey (OCS) regarding the redistribution 
of official ENC's allows OCS to better allocate resources towards ENC production and product 
improvement.  This information adheres to NOAA Information Quality Guidelines in that it 
provides utility to the end user, whereby, OCS is continuously improving the quality of the ENC 
product that is distributed to the end user, either by the Certified ENC distributor program or via 
the free downloads on the NOAA website. 
 
Certified ENC distributors are required to report via email or via the OCS inquiry and 
discrepancy web site (http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx)  any error detected 
during the conversion process, that apparently originate in the NOAA ENC files.   This allows 
OCS to quickly make the correction and re-post the data for distribution via the web. 
 
 
* “Type approved” is an internationally recognized process that certifies compliance of navigation systems to the 
International Maritime Organizations standards for electronic navigation. 
 
Twice per year, the certified distributors are required to submit a distribution report (a 
spreadsheet that they maintain) to NOAA with the following information: Distribution 
Customer(s), Vessel Name(s), ENC(s) and Subscription Type(s). This allows NOAA to evaluate 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=7e4090e6854e6045f0847496b082aedc&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15cfr995_main_02.tpl
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
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which particular product is in high demand and to adjust production schedules accordingly. 
 
NOAA OCS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA OCS decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Responses from the Certified ENC Distributors are all electronic and sent via email. The 
distributors send the information via spreadsheet (extracted from their databases). The ENC site 
is at http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/enc/certdist.htm. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The Office of Coast Survey is the only agency that produces official ENC's for the nation's coast.  
Therefore it is the only agency which manages a collection for the Certified ENC Distributors. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection does not involve small businesses or other small entities. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The reporting of errors found in our data during the conversion process is an invaluable aspect of 
quality control of the OCS ENC data.  If this established feedback mechanism were not 
available, OCS would not be able to quickly react and repair data to ensure that the end user 
ultimately receives data that is consistent and correct.   
 
The reports that are required by the distributors enable OCS to better focus production efforts to 
those products that are in high demand by the end-user.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/enc/certdist.htm
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7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner 
inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register notice published on March 4, 2015 solicited public comments.  No comments 
were received. 
 
In conjunction with the Federal Register notice an email survey was sent to program participants.  
The survey included the following questions: 
 
1.  Are the instructions for reporting ENC distribution information clear? 
 
2.  Are the time frames reasonable? 
 
3. Does your company/organization understand why we need to collect the distribution 
information? 
 
Of the eight entities that participate in the CED/CEVAD program, only two responded.  Both 
entities responded that they understood the need for the government to collect the information 
and that the timeframes and instructions given were reasonable. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are given to information respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Assurance of confidentiality is given in the codified federal regulations (there are no NOAA 
forms on which this information can be displayed): 15 CFR part 995.21 addresses a registry of 
data users for the distribution program.  Within the CFR it states that "NOAA agrees to treat 
such information as proprietary.”  
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Number of respondents: 8 
Frequency: 2 times per year for the distribution report and as often as weekly 

for error inquiries/reports 
Total Number Expected: 16 responses for distribution report and 208 reports of, or inquiries 

for potential, errors in the data.  (4 issues per month times 12 
months)  

Average Response Time: 1 hour for the report and 1-2 hours (average 1 hour, 30 minutes) 
for error reporting 

Total Annual Response: 224 responses and 328 hours (16 for distribution reporting; 312 for 
error reporting). 

 
Hourly Labor Cost:  $25 
Total Annual Labor cost: $8,200. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There is no recordkeeping/reporting cost burden, as all distributors have computers and email 
accounts for their business needs. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Annualized costs to the federal government are approximately $2,200 in labor costs.  However, 
the time spent on this program is part of regular staff hours. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
N/A. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
These results will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
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18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



NOAA's Nautical Discrepancy Reporting System

NOAA's Nautical Discrepancy Reporting System.htm[6/18/2015 3:17:51 PM]

HOME | ABOUT US | CONTACT | REGIONAL MANAGERS

Nautical Charts & Pubs Surveys & Wrecks GIS & Other Products Research & Development Customer Service Business Opportunities Education

Welcome to NOAA's Nautical Discrepancy Report System
 Thank you for your interest in NOAA's nautical chart products. Your comments are

 very important. You will receive a response within 2 business days.

For a list of available nautical chart products and ordering information see this page

 If you prefer to communicate by telephone please dial 1-888-990-6622

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please enter an email address and/or a daytime telephone number to allow us to contact you.

Email address: re-enter email address to confirm:


Submitting voluntary information constitutes your consent to the use of the information for the stated purpose. For more information, please see the
 NOAA privacy policy.

OMB Control No. 0648-0007. Expiration date 4/30/2017.

Privacy  |  
Disclaimer  |  
NOAA's National Ocean Service  |  NOAA  |  
U.S. Department of Commerce 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/index.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/index.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/aboutus.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/aboutus.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/chartspubs.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/chartspubs.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/hsd/hydrog.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/hsd/hydrog.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/gisintro.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/gisintro.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/csdl/RD.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/csdl/RD.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/services.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/services.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/business_oppor.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/business_oppor.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/education.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/charts.htm
http://www.noaa.gov/privacy.html
javascript:confirm_entry('http://www.noaa.gov/privacy.html/')
javascript:confirm_entry('http://www.noaa.gov/disclaimer.html/')
javascript:confirm_entry('http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/')
javascript:confirm_entry('http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/')
javascript:confirm_entry('http://www.noaa.gov/')
javascript:confirm_entry('http://www.doc.gov/')
javascript:confirm_entry('http://www.doc.gov/')
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Dated: February 26, 2015. 
Andrew McGilvray, 
Executive Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2015–04505 Filed 3–3–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Reporting of Sea 
Turtle Incidental Take in Virginia 
Chesapeake Bay Pound Net 
Operations 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 4, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Carrie Upite, Greater 
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 55 
Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA, 
01930; (978) 282–8475; or carrie.upite@
noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

current information collection. 
This action would continue the 

reporting measure requiring all Virginia 
Chesapeake Bay pound net fishermen to 
report interactions with endangered and 
threatened sea turtles, found both live 
and dead, in their pound net operations. 
When a live or dead sea turtle is 
discovered during a pound net trip, the 
Virginia pound net fisherman is 
required to report the incidental take to 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) and, if necessary, the 
appropriate rehabilitation and stranding 

network. This information will be used 
to monitor the level of incidental take in 
the state-managed Virginia pound net 
fishery and ensure that the seasonal 
pound net leader restrictions (50 CFR 
223.206(d)(10)) are adequately 
protecting listed sea turtles. Based on 
the number of sea turtle takes 
anticipated in the Virginia pound net 
fishery and the available number of 
Virginia pound net fishermen and 
pound nets, the number of responses 
anticipated on an annual basis is 483. 

II. Method of Collection 

Reports may be made either by 
telephone or fax. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0470. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
37. 

Estimated Time per Response: 10 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 81 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $111 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 27, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–04474 Filed 3–3–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Certification 
Requirements for Distributors of NOAA 
Electronic Navigational Charts/NOAA 
Hydrographic Products 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 4, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Julia Powell (301) 713–0388, 
ext. 169 or Julia.Powell@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

NOS Office of Coast Survey manages 
the Certification Requirements for 
Distributors of NOAA Electronic 
Navigational Charts (NOAA ENCs®). 
The certification allows entities to 
download, redistribute, repackage, or in 
some cases reformat, official NOAA 
ENCs and retain the NOAA ENC’s 
official status. The regulations for 
implementing the Certification are at 15 
CFR part 995. The recordkeeping and 
reporting requirements of 15 CFR part 
995 form the basis for this collection of 
information. This information allows 
the Office of Coast Survey to administer 
the regulation, and to better understand 
the marketplace resulting in products to 
that meet the needs of the customer in 
a timely and efficient manner. 

II. Method of Collection 
Responses from the Certified ENC 

Distributors are all electronic and sent 
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via email. All distributors have an Excel 
spreadsheet which they submit for the 
twice-yearly report. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0508. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Not-for-profit 
institutions; business or other for-profits 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 8. 
Estimated Time per Response: 1 hour 

to provide a distribution report twice a 
year, 12 hours for reporting of errors in 
the ENC (approximately 4 per month, 
usually each distributor will catch the 
same issue). 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 88. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 27, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–04475 Filed 3–3–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3520–JE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD792 

Caribbean Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Caribbean Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC) will hold a meeting. 
DATES: The SSC meeting will be held on 
March 24–26, 2015, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

ADDRESSES: The SSC will meet at the 
Caribbean Fishery Management Council 
headquarters, located at 270 Muñoz 
Rivera Avenue, Suite 401, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The SSC 
will meet to discuss the items contained 
in the following agenda: 

March 24–26, 2015 

Æ Call to Order 
Æ Selection Criteria for Exclusion/

Inclusion of Species in the Island- 
Based FMPs 

A. Brief Review of criteria selection— 
Status to date 

B. Continuation of determining 
selection criteria 

1. Data available 
a. Commercial Landings Data—SEFSC 

Update 
i. Overview of Landings Data: Species 

List Ranked by Poundage and 
Value—Puerto Rico, St. Thomas/St. 
John, St. Croix 

ii. Monthly landings 
iii. Spatial distribution of landings 

(EEZ-State) 
iv. Landings by Coast for Puerto Rico 

as a Proxy to Differentiate Species 
that Might be Restricted to the State 
Waters 

v. Landings by Fishing Center-Town: 
Puerto Rico 

b. SEFSC/DNER revision of the 2005 
East Coast Correction Factor Update 

c. Recreational Landings Data—MRIP 
Update 

i. Overview of Landings Data: Species 
List Ranked by Poundage. 

ii. Spatial distribution of recreational 
landings 

iii. Recommendation to CFMC 
2. District Advisory Panels Reports 

Æ New ABC control rule dealing with 
data poor stocks. 

Æ FMUs ACL Overages—SERO Update 
Accountability Measures 

Æ Red Hind Data Review to develop a 
separate ACL for red hind 

1. Data review SEFSC 
2. Recommendation to CFMC 

Æ National SSC V (February 23–25, 
2015): Report 

Æ Discussion of 5-year Research Plan 
Æ Federal Permits Options Paper 
Æ Other Business 

The meetings are open to the public, 
and will be conducted in English. 

Special Accommodations: These 
meetings are physically accessible to 
people with disabilities. For more 
information or request for sign language 
interpretation and/other auxiliary aids, 
please contact Mr. Miguel A. Rolón, 
Executive Director, Caribbean Fishery 
Management Council, 270 Muñoz 
Rivera Avenue, Suite 401, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, 00918, telephone (787) 
766–5926, at least 5 days prior to the 
meeting date. 

Dated: February 26, 2015. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–04414 Filed 3–3–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD732 

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Shell Ice 
Overflight Surveys in the Beaufort and 
Chukchi Seas, Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental 
harassment authorization; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS received an 
application from Shell Gulf of Mexico 
Inc. (Shell) for an Incidental Harassment 
Authorization (IHA) to take marine 
mammals, by harassment, incidental to 
ice overflight surveys in the Chukchi 
and Beaufort Seas, Alaska. Pursuant to 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA), NMFS is requesting comments 
on its proposal to issue an IHA to Shell 
to take, by Level B harassment only, 
seven species of marine mammals 
during the specified activity. 
DATES: Comments and information must 
be received no later than April 3, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Comments on the 
application should be addressed to Jolie 
Harrison, Chief, Permits and 
Conservation Division, Office of 
Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. The 
mailbox address for providing email 
comments is ITP.Guan@noaa.gov. 
NMFS is not responsible for email 
comments sent to addresses other than 
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