NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  09/02/2014

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
07/31/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201407-0648-010
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Certification Requirements for NOAA's Hydrographic Product Quality Assurance Program
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0507

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 09/30/2017 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 7 16
New 7 16
Difference

Change due to New Statute
Change due to Agency Discretion
Change due to Agency Adjustment
Change due to PRA Violation

o O O O
o O O o

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS
85
85

o O O O



List of ICs

IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation
Certification Requirements for 15 CFR 996
NOAA's Hydrographic Product
Quality Assurance Program -
application, supporting docs
and appeal
Certification program - 15 CFR 996

inquiries




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,

725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.

1. Agency/Subagency originating request
DOC/NOAA/NOS/OCS

2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
a. 0648 . 0507

3. Type of information collection (check one)
a.[ ] New Collection
b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

4. Type of review requested (check one)

a. [l 1] Regular submission
b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title CertificationRequirementfor NOAA's HydrographidProductQuality Assurancd®rogram

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable) N/A

9. Keywords '‘Marine safety,Navigation(water)'

10. Abstract

The NationalOceanicand AtmosphericAdministration(NOAA) wasmandatedo developandimplementa quality assurancerogram
underwhich the Administratormay certify privately-madehydrographigroducts. The Administratorfulfilled this mandateby
establishingprocedure®y which hydrographigroductsareproposedor certification;by which standardeandcomplianceestsare
developedadoptedandappliedfor thoseproducts;andby which certificationis awardedor denied.The applicationandrecordkeeping
requirementst 15 CFR 996 arebasisfor this collectionof information.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. ___Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)

a. [1 1] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 5
b. Total annual responses 7
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 16
d. Current OMB inventory 16
e. Difference 0

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of

dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

o|o| o o|o

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. _P Application for benefits e. X Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually

7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: DaveEnabnit
Phone: (301)713-2770x132

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
HughJohnson 7/25/2014

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

BRABSON.SARAH.1365710
4S8

Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,
ou=0THER, cn=BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

Date: 2015.01.13 16:35:16 -0500

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT

Certification Requirements for
NOAA'’s Hydrographic Product Quality Assurance Program
OMB Control No. 0648-0507

A. JUSTIFICATION
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for extension of a current information collection.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) provides nautical charts and
other products for safe maritime navigation in the U.S. The Hydrographic Service Improvement
Acts of 1998/2002 mandated that NOAA develop and implement a Quality Assurance Program
that is equally available to all applicants, under which the Administrator may certify
hydrographic products, produced by non-Federal entities, that satisfy standards promulgated by
the Administrator.

The Administration fulfilled this mandate by establishing procedures by which hydrographic
products are proposed for certification; by which standards and compliance tests are developed,
adopted, and applied for those products; and by which certification may awarded or denied.
These procedures comprise the mandated Quality Assurance Program, and the implementation of
the program would be the application of those procedures to specific hydrographic products. The
procedures are codified in 15 CFR 996.

All requirements for information to be submitted under this Quality Assurance Program are in
the nature of:

- application for certification;

- application for use of the NOAA logo on products certified under the Program;

- comments submitted in response to NOAA'’s publication in the Federal Register of

Program activities;
- requests for reconsideration of a NOAA action or decision under the Program; or
- appeals for setting aside a NOAA decision.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The Director, Office of Coast Survey, NOAA, or such other administrator of the Quality
Assurance Program as shall be designated by NOAA, will administer the Program. The
information will be used once as each hydrographic product advances through the Program.
Written submission of collected information is specified.

A limited amount of the information will be distributed to the public, via the Federal Register or
other appropriate means, to permit full participation of those affected by the implementation of
the Program. For example, if a non-Federal entity submits a specific hydrographic product for


http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode33/usc_sec_33_00000892----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode33/usc_sec_33_00000892----000-.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=24cc00573bb9da6ccb2a3641beae7f3d&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15cfr996_main_02.tpl

certification, NOAA will publicly announce its intention to develop standards, compliance tests,
and to offer certification for that product or category of products. In making this announcement
NOAA must make public the product or its category — information that may have been submitted
by the applicant.

NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management,
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA decide to disseminate the
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

Instructions and other information about certification are at
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/noaacert.html. Submissions may be emailed, faxed or
mailed.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Each application by a non-Federal entity is expected to be unique because of the nature of the
Program.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Participation in the Quality Assurance Program is voluntary.

The respondents are likely to be small businesses, but only the minimum of information
necessary for the administration of this Program is being requested. No on-going collection of
information is planned.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Law mandates NOAA to establish and implement this Quality Assurance Program. Denying the
ability for companies to apply for this federal benefit would preclude implementation of the law.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

NA.


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/noaacert.html

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Reqister Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on April 18, 2014 (79 FR 21899) solicited public comment
on this request. No comments were received.

As there are no current respondents, our OMB Desk Officer has stated that we do not need to
seek comments other than through the Federal Register Notice.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

No assurance of confidentiality is made. In the regulations establishing the program, NOAA
stated, “All parties acknowledge and accept that information submitted to NOAA under this

Program shall be deemed to be in the public domain, and no representation is made as to the

protection of confidential, proprietary or otherwise restricted information.”

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No such questions are being asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The average expected number of respondents for certification is one per year (previously
estimated as two). Although there have been no applicants between 2005 and 2014, we are using
one respondent as a placeholder, in the event that an application is received.

The total number of estimated hours per year for one participant is 12: 4 hours to prepare the
initial application (one response), 4 hours for documentation to accompany an item submitted for
certification (one response), and 4 hours for an assumed 1 request for reconsideration of a
NOAA decision (one response).

Four (4) hours of burden are estimated for respondents to request information about the
certification program (four responses, one hour per inquiry).



The total burden of the program on respondents is thus 16 hours, for 5 respondents and 7
responses.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12

above).

For each response (application, supporting documentation and possible appeal) a maximum of
$10 for faxing and $5.00 for copying, or $15, is estimated, for a maximum of $45. For four
telephone calls, estimated at $10 per call, the total cost would be $40. Total costs: $85.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Total annual estimated cost burden for NOAA collecting and processing the information
submitted by respondents as described in Question 12 above: Six hours annually valued at
$230.40. This estimate assume a mid-grade GS-13 ($38.40 per hour for salary + benefits),
taking 2 hours to process the information in each application, each item submission, and each
request for reconsideration for one applicant annually. ($38.40 * 6 = $230.40).

Four (4) hours of annual cost to the Federal government are estimated for responding to inquiries
about the certification program. The cost for these responses are 4*$38.40 = $153.60.

The total annualized cost to the Federal government is thus 230.40 + $153.60 = $384.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

NA.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

There are no plans to publish any of the results.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

NA.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

NA.
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

The collection will not employ statistical methods.
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VI. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2014—08801 Filed 4-17-14; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Manufacturing Extension Partnership
Advisory Board

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: The National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST)
announces that the Manufacturing
Extension Partnership (MEP) Advisory
Board will hold an open meeting on
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

DATES: The meeting will be held
Tuesday, May 20, 2014, from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the NIST, 100 Bureau Drive,
Gaithersburg, MD 20899.

Please note admittance instructions in
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Lellock, Manufacturing Extension
Partnership, National Institute of
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau
Drive, Mail Stop 4800, Gaithersburg,
Maryland 20899-4800, telephone
number (301) 975-4269, email:
Karen.Lellock@nist.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The MEP
Advisory Board (Board) is authorized
under Section 3003(d) of the America
COMPETES Act (Pub. L. 110-69);
codified at 15 U.S.C. 278k(e), as
amended, in accordance with the
provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C.
App. The Board is composed of 10
members, appointed by the Director of
NIST. MEP is a unique program
consisting of centers across the United
States and Puerto Rico with
partnerships at the state, federal, and
local levels. The Board provides a forum
for input and guidance from Hollings
MEP program stakeholders in the
formulation and implementation of
tools and services focused on
supporting and growing the U.S.
manufacturing industry, provides
advice on MEP programs, plans, and
policies, assesses the soundness of MEP
plans and strategies, and assesses
current performance against MEP
program plans.

Background information on the Board
is available at http://www.nist.gov/mep/
advisory-board.cfm.

Pursuant to the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C.
App., notice is hereby given that the
MEP Advisory Board will hold an open
meeting on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 from
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.
This meeting will focus on (1) the MEP
Advisory Board’s final review of the
NIST MEP Strategic plan, including
discussion on measurement and
implementation of the plan, (2) updates
on NIST MEP Workforce initiatives and
(3) NIST MEP report on Board
recommendations. The final agenda will
be posted on the MEP Advisory Board
Web site at http://www.nist.gov/mep/
advisory-board.cfm.

Admittance Instructions: Anyone
wishing to attend this meeting should
submit their name, email address and
phone number to Karen Lellock
(Karen.lellock@nist.gov or 301-975—
4269) no later than Tuesday, May 13,
2014, 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Non-U.S.
citizens must submit additional
information; please contact Ms. Lellock.

Individuals and representatives of
organizations who would like to offer
comments and suggestions related to the
MEP Advisory Board’s business are
invited to request a place on the agenda.
Approximately 15 minutes will be
reserved for public comments at the
beginning of the meeting. Speaking
times will be assigned on a first-come,
first-served basis. The amount of time
per speaker will be determined by the
number of requests received but is likely
to be no more than three to five minutes
each. The exact time for public
comments will be included in the final
agenda that will be posted on the MEP
Advisory Board Web site as http://
www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm.
Questions from the public will not be
considered during this period. Speakers
who wish to expand upon their oral
statements, those who had wished to
speak but could not be accommodated
on the agenda, and those who were
unable to attend in person are invited to
submit written statements to the MEP
Advisory Board, National Institute of
Standards and Technology, National
Institute of Standards and Technology,
100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 4800,
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-4800, or
via fax at (301) 963—-6556, or
electronically by email to
karen.lellock@nist.gov.

Dated: April 10, 2014.
Phillip Singerman,
Associate Director for Innovation & Industry
Services.
[FR Doc. 2014—08903 Filed 4-17-14; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Certification
Requirements for NOAA’s
Hydrographic Product Quality
Assurance Program

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before June 17, 2014.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to David B. Enabnit, (301) 713—
2770 x132, Dave.Enabnit@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for an extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
was mandated to develop and
implement a quality assurance program
under which the Administrator may
certify privately-made hydrographic
products. The Administrator fulfilled
this mandate by establishing procedures
by which hydrographic products are
proposed for certification; by which
standards and compliance tests are
developed, adopted, and applied for
those products; and by which
certification is awarded or denied.
These procedures are at 15 CFR 996.


http://www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm
http://www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm
http://www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm
http://www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm
http://www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm
http://www.nist.gov/mep/advisory-board.cfm
mailto:Karen.Lellock@nist.gov
mailto:Karen.lellock@nist.gov
mailto:karen.lellock@nist.gov
mailto:Dave.Enabnit@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
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The application and recordkeeping
requirements at 15 CFR 996 are the basis
for this collection of information.

II. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of making
application using either electronic or
paper means. Methods of submittal
include email of documents, and mail
and facsimile transmission of paper
documents described in 15 CFR 996.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0507.
Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a currently approved
collection).

Affected Public: Businesses or other
for-profit organizations

Estimated Number of Respondents: 5.

Estimated Time Per Response: 4 hours
each to prepare the initial application,
for documentation to accompany an
item submitted for certification, and for
a request for reconsideration of a NOAA
decision.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 16.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $85.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 14, 2014.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014-08836 Filed 4-17—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JE-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XD247

Marine Mammals; File No. 18691

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Terrie M. Williams, Ph.D., Department
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
Center for Ocean Health, Long Marine
Laboratory, University of California
Santa Cruz, 100 Shaffer Road, CA
95060, has applied in due form for a
permit to conduct research on Weddell
seals (Leptonycotes weddellii).

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email
comments must be received on or before
May 19, 2014.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting ‘“Records Open for Public
Comment” from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species (APPS) home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 18691 from the list of available
applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office:

Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)427-8401; fax (301)713-0376.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division, at
the address listed above. Comments may
also be submitted by facsimile to
(301)713-0376, or by email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include File No. 18691 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division at the address listed above. The
request should set forth the specific
reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Sloan or Courtney Smith,
(301)427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the
regulations governing the taking and

importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216).

The applicant requests a 5-year permit
to study sub-ice navigation and
orientation of Weddell seals in the area
around Ross Island, McMurdo Sound,
Antarctica. The purpose of the study is
to understand key sensory modalities
used for locating breathing holes in the
sea ice and to address the overarching
questions: Do Weddell seals possess a
magnetic sense, and do they use it to
sense Earth’s geomagnetic field for
navigating under sea ice over small
spatial scales? In each of three annual
field seasons (3 months during July-
December across a 5-year project), up to
12 seals will be captured, sedated,
weighed, measured, and have
ultrasound and metabolic measurements
taken. Eight of those 12 animals will
also be instrumented and translocated
within their home range. Up to 20
Weddell seals may be incidentally
disturbed and up to two Weddell seals
may die during research activities
during each of the three annual field
seasons. Samples may be imported to
the U.S. from Antarctica.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: April 14, 2014.
Tammy C. Adams,

Acting Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2014—08837 Filed 4-17—14; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XD241

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) of the Mid-Atlantic


https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov
mailto:NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov
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