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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
U.S.-CANADA ALBACORE TREATY REPORTING SYSTEM 

OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0492 
 
 

A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Enacted in early 2004, House Resolution (H.R.) 2584 amended the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) to authorize the issuance of 
regulations as needed to carry out the obligations of the United States (U.S.) under the 1981 
Treaty Between the Government of the U.S. and the Government of Canada on Pacific Coast 
Albacore Tuna Vessels and Port Privileges (Treaty) (applicable documents included in this 
submission).  That Treaty had been amended in 2002 with the support of the U.S. albacore 
fishing industry, which felt that the original Treaty was offering greater benefits for Canadian 
interests than for U.S. interests. Regulations were promulgated (69 FR 31531) effective June 1, 
2004, to implement the provisions of the amended Treaty.  
 
The regulations require vessel operators to: 1) report their desire to be on the list of vessels 
provided to Canada each year, indicating eligibility to fish for albacore in waters under the 
fisheries jurisdiction of Canada; 2) report in advance their intention to fish or transit before 
crossing the border between the U.S. and Canada, or vice versa; 3) record fishing effort in 
Canadian waters in a logbook; and 4) mark their fishing vessels to facilitate effective 
enforcement. Without such reports, the U.S. will not be able to meet its obligations under the 
Treaty. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
The West Coast Region (WCR), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the Canadian 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) will use reports taken during the year to carry out 
Treaty obligations.  The Treaty amendments include a program of limits on reciprocal fishing by 
vessels of one Party in the waters of the other Party. In order to comply with these limits, the 
WCR and DFO must be able to monitor the activity of U.S. and Canadian fishing vessels as they 
move across the border and fish in the waters subject to the fisheries jurisdiction of the other 
Party. 
 
Treaty amendments in December 2008 simplified the reporting system for U.S. vessels to hail 
directly to the Canadian Coast Guard station at Tofino, British Columbia via several possible 
methods (satellite, cell phone, VHF and sideband radio), 24 hours a day and 7 days a week.  The 
communication costs are borne by the vessel owner or operator initiating the call.  The reports 
provide information that is available to both Parties on a periodic basis during the fishing season 
so that each Party can determine whether the fishing by its fleet in waters of the other Party is in 
compliance with obligations under the Treaty.  NMFS implemented this reporting system 
through regulations at 50 CFR Section 300 Subpart L and 50 CFR Parts 600.525 and 600.530. 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6f5f66e07e0514758006c7eb8452d6c2&node=50:11.0.2.11.1.12&rgn=div6
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6f5f66e07e0514758006c7eb8452d6c2&node=50:12.0.1.1.1.6.1.20&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6f5f66e07e0514758006c7eb8452d6c2&node=50:12.0.1.1.1.6.1.21&rgn=div8
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The regulations also formalized the process for creating a list of vessels that are eligible to fish in 
Canadian waters under the Treaty.  Lastly, vessel owners and operators also must ensure that 
their fishing vessels are marked with a “U” in accordance with the Treaty to facilitate U.S. vessel 
identification by enforcement platforms at sea and in the air.  
 
Summaries of fishery information (e.g., number of vessels participating, months of fishing by 
U.S. vessels and their catch in Canadian waters, total U.S. catch) will be provided to the DFO 
and U.S. fishery interests and will be released to the public consistent with confidentiality 
requirements and Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will retain control over the 
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. 
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
For the 2014 season, the WCR has developed an online registration system for U.S. vessels who 
wish to report their desire to be on the list of vessels authorized under the Treaty. This 
information is currently accepted by phone, fax or email.  The new system will take the same 
estimated time to complete (5 minutes) but will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week rather 
than only during business hours. For other information collections, fishery participants will have 
multiple options for reporting vessel activity, including hails directly to the Canadian Coast 
Guard station at Tofino, British Columbia via several possible methods (satellite and cell phone, 
VHF and sideband radio).  The Canadian Coast Guard station at Tofino, British Columbia in turn 
uses the same means to provide confirmation numbers to the person making report of vessel 
border crossings.  NMFS and DFO are able to use periodically provided spreadsheet reports to 
monitor and assess the amount of fishing by the respective fleets in the other Party’s waters. 
NMFS and DFO also use electronic means to distribute information to the fishing fleets. The 
WCR Web site’s Albacore Treaty Web page, 
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/migratory_species/us_canada_albacore_treaty.
html is the site used to inform the public about the treaty reporting and other management 
program requirements. The 2014 compliance guide is posted on this site. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
A vessel that fishes commercially for albacore off the coast of California, Oregon and 
Washington and within the U.S. EEZ must have a valid Pacific HMS permit.  Regulations for 
this permit are found in 50 CFR Part 660.707.  Most vessels that fish for albacore pursuant to the 
Treaty also fish in the U.S EEZ and therefore have a Pacific HMS permit.  The WCR is working 
to eliminate the duplication of vessel ownership and vessel characteristic data being submitted 
separately for the Treaty registration and with the Pacific HMS permit application.  An online 
registration system (National Permits System) has been developed that will allow the vessel 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/migratory_species/us_canada_albacore_treaty.html
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/migratory_species/us_canada_albacore_treaty.html
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6f5f66e07e0514758006c7eb8452d6c2&node=50:13.0.1.1.1.11.1.7&rgn=div8
https://fisheriespermits.noaa.gov/npspub/pub_prmt_forms/pub_cmn_perm_regions_inc.jsp
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owner to verify information previously supplied with the Pacific HMS Permit application for the 
purpose of registering under the Treaty. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
All fishing operations involving vessels in the albacore fishery can be categorized as small 
businesses. However, the reporting burdens of: 1) making sure the vessel is on the list provided 
to Canada, 2) reporting prior to border crossings, and 3) marking vessels as required under the 
proposed rule are a very small portion of the overall cost of fishing.  The use of the Canadian 
Coast Guard station at Tofino, British Columbia to take reports 24 hours a day and 7 days a week 
by multiple means allows vessel operators to select the most cost effective way for each 
individual operation to meet the requirement for vessel reports.  No special measures are needed 
to offset any disproportionate effect on small businesses. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
If the collection is not conducted, there will be no way to implement the obligations of the Treaty 
in a fair, equitable, and effective manner.  U.S. interests could be seriously disadvantaged and 
pressure would rise to terminate the Treaty. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A notice published in the Federal Register on January 16th, 2014 (79 FR 2817) solicited 
comments from the public.  No comments were received. 
 
NMFS consulted with industry representatives to the Treaty at a meeting on April 17, 2014.  
Three active fishermen representing the majority of fishermen directly affected by this data 
collection were asked about the accuracy of burden and the clarity of instructions.  All responses 
indicated that our burden estimates are accurate and that the instructions for complying are clear. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There are no payments or gifts to respondents. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Data collected by NMFS is protected by the Trade Secrets Act. 
 
Fishermen are aware that reports by radio are subject to interception at sea, so the reporting 
options being provided include landline and cell telephone as well as fax and email.  Data such 
as personal addresses and phone numbers will remain confidential information.  The business 
contact information of holders of Federal permits is, however, public information. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions are asked of a sensitive nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Based on activity from 2009 to 2013, respondents are estimated to be 100 or fewer.  There are 
four elements to this collection. 
 
1). Vessel owners who want to be eligible to fish in Canadian waters under the Treaty must 
ensure that their vessels are on the list of vessels exchanged with Canada.  This will require the 
owner to register online, call, email or fax NMFS, taking approximately 5 minutes.  If 100 vessel 
owners so request, the total annual responses will be 100 and the annual burden for this 
element will be 8 hours, 20 minutes (8) hours (100 x 5 minutes/60 minutes). 
 
2). Regulations require reporting border crossings directly to the Canadian Coast Guard station at 
Tofino, British Columbia.  Assuming one round trip (two border crossings, and thus, two calls 
per trip) for each of an average of 100 active vessels each year, and with each call taking an 
average of 5 minutes, this imposes a burden of 200 responses and 16 hours, 40 minutes (17) 
hours per year ( 100 x 2 x 5 minutes/60 minutes).  Note that some vessels are expected to engage 
in two or more crossings each year, while most vessels will not engage in any crossings. 
 
3). Regulations require logbook reporting requirements for fishing under the Treaty in Canadian 
waters.  Assuming that all of the estimated 100 vessels fish every day for one month (e.g., up to 
30 days) and complete 1 logbook page per day (at 5 minutes per page or 2 hours, 30 minutes per 
month), the responses will be 30 per vessel or 3,000 and the burden will be a maximum average 
of 250 hours per year.  However, it is estimated that 50 percent of these vessels already respond 
to the mandatory logbook requirement under the West Coast Highly Migratory Species Fishery 
Management Plan, so the net maximum burden for which approval is requested under OMB 
Control No. 0648-0492 is 125 hours (1,500 responses). In most years, there will be much less 
fishing (and thus less reporting) under the Treaty than the level on which this estimate is based.  
 
4). The vessel marking requirement consists of adding the letter “U” after the vessel marking 
number required under regulations at 50 CFR 660.704, if the vessel enters Canadian waters.  
This is estimated to take 5 minutes per vessel.  Given the estimate of 100 vessels per year, an 
estimated annual 100 responses and burden of 8 hours, 20 minutes (8) hours is anticipated. 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/552
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Thus, the total responses are estimated to be 1,900 and the burden, 158 hours per year for 
the next 3-year period. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no significant capital or equipment costs associated with this reporting burden. 
 
1). The estimated cost of making the initial call or fax to be placed on the authorized list is 
approximately $2.00, or less (5 minutes x $0.40 per minute), totaling $200.00 if all 100 vessels 
register through one of these methods. 
 
2). The estimated cost of reporting border crossings by phone or ship-to-shore radio is up to 
$1,200, based on up to 200 reports at $6.00 per call.  This includes connection fees and per 
minute charges.  
 
3). Logbooks: Mailing costs for submitting logbooks are estimated to be up to $123 per year (30 
pages per 50 vessels = 1,500 total logbook pages; at 6 pages to the ounce, this would require 
mailing of 250 ounces at $ 0.49 per ounce or $122.50 ($123)).  
 
4). The estimated cost of the vessel-marking requirement is $0.50 per vessel for 100 vessels, or 
up to $50.00 per year.  

 
Thus, total annual costs are estimated at $1,573 ($200 + $1,200 + $123 + $50).  Actual costs 
are anticipated to be much less, as not all 100 vessels are expected to fish in a given year. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The annualized cost to the Federal Government for managing the Pacific Albacore Logbook total 
$177,000 and are detailed in OMB control Number 0648-0223.  It can be estimated that Pacific 
Albacore Logbooks for the Treaty account for 5% of total logbooks received.  Therefore costs 
can be estimated at $8,850 for this program. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustment: The U.S. postage price per ounce has risen from $0.44 to $0.49.  Since most of the 
information is not submitted by mail, the total cost has risen only $13. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
There are no plans at this time for publications based on the collections. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
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18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

 

West Coast Region 
501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200 

Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

GUIDE FOR COMPLYING WITH THE VESSEL 
FISHING REQUIREMENTS OF THE  

U.S. - CANADA ALBACORE TREATY 

MAY 2014 

This guide is intended to help owners and operators of West Coast albacore fishing vessels 
understand what their obligations are if they wish to fish for albacore in Canadian waters, transit 
through Canadian waters without fishing, or use Canadian ports during the summer albacore 
fishing season.  This guide has been updated to reflect the agreement reached in April of 2014 
and is valid for the 2014, 2015 and 2016  fishing seasons.; however, any inadvertent difference 
between this guide and the regulations will be resolved by following the regulatory language 
found at 50 CFR 300 Subpart L and 50 CFR 660.704 

 

 

 

Q.  What is the U.S.-Canada Albacore Treaty? 

The Treaty is a 1981 agreement between the governments of Canada and the United States that allows 
U.S. vessels to fish for albacore in Canadian waters seaward of 12 miles from shore and Canadian 
vessels to fish for albacore in U.S. waters seaward of 12 miles from shore.  The Treaty also allows 
Canadian vessels to use certain U.S. ports to obtain supplies and services and to land fish, and it 
allows U.S. vessels to use certain Canadian ports for the same purposes.  The Treaty also calls for 
exchange of fisheries data between the governments of the two nations.  

Q.  In general, what do the regulations require? 

The regulations establish vessel marking, record keeping, and reporting requirements for U.S. 
albacore tuna fishing vessel operators and for Canadian albacore tuna fishing vessel operators when 
they are fishing in U.S. waters. 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=df488a49544a35d7f820b1200d19a07d&node=50:11.0.2.11.1.12&rgn=div6
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title50-vol11/pdf/CFR-2011-title50-vol11-sec660-704.pdf


Q.  What are the fishing access limits? 

For the 2014, 2015 and 2016 seasons, there will be no precise limit on the number of U.S. vessels 
allowed to fish in Canadian waters. However, U.S. vessels fishing under the treaty will only be only 
allowed to fish in the Canadian EEZ June 15th through October 31st.  Canadian troll vessels may 
access U.S waters from June 15th through September 15th and their total number will be limited to 45. 
Please note that Canadian vessels may still be transiting U.S waters after September 15th but will not 
be allowed to fish in U.S. waters beyond that date. 

Q.  What Canadian ports are U.S. albacore fishing vessels allowed to use? 

Pursuant to the Treaty, U.S. fishing vessels are authorized to enter, land their catches, sell or transship 
their catch, obtain fuel, supplies, repairs and equipment only at Coal Harbour, Port Hardy, Prince 
Rupert, Victoria, Vancouver and Ucluelet ports. 

Vessels will be required to clear with Canadian Customs and Border Services Agency prior to any 
person or cargo being allowed to disembark the vessel. In addition, all U.S. vessels must obtain 
“Authorization for Port Activity and Exclusive Economic Zone Entry by a Foreign Vessel” (EEZ 
license) from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans prior to accessing Canadian ports. 

The “EEZ license” application form along with a list of approved agents necessary for its completion 
can be found online: 

Q.  I am not an albacore fishermen but I transit through Canadian waters to fish in Alaska.  
How do the regulations affect me? 

The Treaty does not affect the rights of U.S. vessels to transit Canadian waters.   However, vessels 
transiting Canadian waters must hail-in to the Canadian Coast Guard at Tofino.  In addition, you are 
required to have your gear stowed in an unfishable condition while you are transiting.  

Q.  If I am interested in fishing in Canadian waters, what do I have to do? 

U.S. albacore vessels wishing to fish in Canadian waters must be identified on the U.S. albacore 
vessel list; mark their vessels with name and registration number; maintain and submit logbooks; and 
report when they enter and leave Canadian waters. 

Q.  Is a permit required to participate in the U. S.-Canada Albacore Treaty fishery? 

No permit is required by the Treaty; however, the Pacific Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Fishery 
Management Plan requires that all U.S. vessels that fish for HMS including albacore off or land HMS 
in the States of California, Oregon, and Washington have a valid HMS vessel permit.  In addition, all 
U.S. vessels that fish on the high seas are required to have a valid High Seas Fishing Compliance Act 
Permit (HSFCA).   

Q.  How do I get on the U.S. albacore list? 

The owner of any albacore fishing vessel who wants that vessel to be on the list of U.S. vessels 
eligible to fish for albacore tuna in Canadian waters under the Treaty must contact NMFS at: 

Comment [CMD1]: Consider NPS 



(562)980-4024, FAX: (562) 980-4024, or email (albacore.fish@noaa.gov) at least seven days prior to 
the first day on which any fishing in Canadian waters may begin.  The owner must provide his or her 
name, address, and phone number where the owner can be reached, the vessel name, the U.S. Coast 
Guard documentation number (or state registration if it is not documented) and vessel operator (if 
different from the owner) and his or her address and phone number.  NMFS will then place the vessel 
on the vessel list.  The list is only valid for a single year. For the United States, a provisional list shall 
be provided to Canada by July 1st and may be revised during the fishing season. 

Q.  Can I get on the list after the season has started? 

You may get on the list after the season starts, but you must allow a minimum of seven days from the 
time you register to the time you begin fishing.  The seven day delay is necessary to ensure that 
NMFS has enough time to provide updated information to Canada. 

Q.  What kind of vessel marking is required? 

Your vessel must be clearly marked with its name and documentation (Coast Guard Registration or 
State Registration) number.  Vessel markings must be clearly visible both from the air and from a 
surface vessel.  In addition, the letter ‘U’ must be painted or securely affixed to the vessel and be 
positioned at the end of each appearance of the vessel’s documentation number. The letter should be 
of the same size and color as the identification numbers used on the vessel. 

 Q.  What are the logbook requirements? 

Use the logbook you received with your HMS vessel permit to record all your fishing activities in the 
United States (and Canadian waters if landing to a U.S. port).  You are also encouraged to record all 
your fishing activities in Canadian waters and landings to a Canadian port. Be sure you have a page 
for every day you plan to spend in Canadian waters.  The logbook must be submitted to the Southwest 
Fisheries Science Center within 15 days of the end of a trip regardless of whether the trip ends by 
reentry to U.S. waters, entry into other Canadian waters where fishing is not permitted, or a Canadian 
port.  If you have departed from Canadian waters into the high seas, the logbook must be submitted 
within seven days of your next landing.  If you do not fish in Canadian waters, the logbook must be 
submitted within 30 days of the end of the trip. 

Q.  If I don’t have a logbook, how do I get one? 

To obtain a logbook contact Craig D’Angelo, NMFS Southwest Region, 501 W. Ocean Blvd. #4200, 
Long Beach, CA 90802 Craig.D”Angelo@noaa.gov (562) 980-4024.   

Q.  What are the border crossing requirements? 

Canadian regulations require U.S. albacore fishing vessels to file a hail–in report to the Canadian 
Coast Guard at Tofino at least 24 hours prior to entering Canadian waters and 72 hours before leaving 
Canadian waters.   

Q. What is the reporting procedure? 

Ways to contact Canadian Coast Guard at Tofino:  

mailto:Craig.Dangelo@noaa.gov


VHF channel 26 (within a 60 mile range);  
MF channel 2054 (within a 200 mile range);  
HF channel 4125 (within a 400 mile range); 
Using a satellite phone or cellular phone and dialling 250-726-7716. 

Q.  What kind of border crossing information do I have to provide? 

You must provide your vessel name, vessel documentation number, home port, flag state, Captain’s 
name, and the date when you plan to enter or leave Canadian waters.  At the end of the call, you will 
receive a confirmation number that you should keep on your vessel or have available to refer to in the 
event you are questioned either in Canadian waters or in a Canadian port.  The record will 
demonstrate that you complied with call-in requirements.  

Q.  What if I don’t call in prior to entering Canadian waters? 

If you enter Canadian waters without reporting you will be fishing illegally and may be arrested and 
prosecuted either by Canada and/or the United States. 

Q.  What if I don’t call in before leaving Canadian waters? 

If you leave Canadian waters without reporting you will be in violation of Canadian and U.S. 
regulations and you may be arrested and prosecuted either by Canada and/or the United States. 

Q.  Will vessels from Canada have these same reporting requirements? 

Yes, Canadian vessels will have to hail-in and out prior to entering and leaving U.S. waters. 

Q.  How will NOAA Fisheries and Canada use these reports? 

Both NOAA Fisheries and the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans will have access to all 
report information.  Because we will all have access to the same data, there should be no 
disagreements about the number of vessels or amount of fishing done by those vessels in each nation’s 
waters.  Obviously, a vessel from one nation found fishing in waters of the other nation without 
having hailed in to the Canadian Coast Guard is fishing illegally.  Maintaining a record of your 
confirmation number after you’ve hailed in is important in the documentation process in the event you 
are boarded by the Coast Guard and your fishing activities are questioned.  

Q.  Am I allowed to transport live bait and use live bait in Canadian waters? 

U.S. vessels are allowed to transport northern anchovy for use as bait into Canadian waters. Vessels 
wishing to transport live bait must contact the Canadian Customs and Border Services Agency in 
order to obtain authorization for transportation of bait prior to entering Canadian waters. U.S. vessels 
operating under the Treaty are also permitted to fish for albacore tuna using live northern anchovy as 
bait in Canadian waters. 
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units. The information collected is 
submitted to the Pacific Islands Forum 
Fisheries Agency (FFA) through the U.S. 
government, NOAA’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS). The license 
and registration application information 
is used by the FFA to determine the 
operational capability and financial 
responsibility of a vessel operator 
interested in participating in the Treaty 
fishery. Information obtained from 
vessel catch and unloading reports is 
used by the FFA to assess fishing effort 
and fishery resources in the region and 
to track the amount of fish caught 
within each Pacific island state’s 
exclusive economic zone for fair 
disbursement of Treaty monies. 
Maintenance of VMS units is needed to 
ensure the continuous operation of the 
VMS units, which, as part of the VMS 
administered by the FFA, are used as an 
enforcement tool. If the information is 
not collected, the U.S. government will 
not meet its obligations under the 
Treaty, and the lack of fishing 
information will result in poor 
management of the fishery resources. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Frequency: Annually and on occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory. 
OMB Desk Officer: OIRA_

Submission@omb.eop.gov. 
Copies of the above information 

collection proposal can be obtained by 
calling or writing Jennifer Jessup, 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance 
Officer, (202) 482–0336, Department of 
Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and 
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, 
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at JJessup@
doc.gov). 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov. 

Dated: January 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–00698 Filed 1–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Bureau of Industry and Security 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Five-Year Records 
Retention Requirement for Export 
Transactions and Boycott Actions 

AGENCY: Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 17, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Larry Hall, BIS ICB Liaison, 
(202) 482–4895, Lawrence.Hall@
bis.doc.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

All parties involved in export 
transactions and the U.S. party involved 
in a boycott action are required to 
maintain records of these activities for 
a period of five years. These records can 
include memoranda, correspondence, 
contracts, invitations to bid, books of 
account, financial records, restrictive 
trade practice or boycott documents and 
reports. The five-year record retention 
period corresponds with the five-year 
statute of limitations for criminal 
actions brought under the Export 
Administration Act of 1979 and 
predecessor acts, and the five-year 
statute for administrative compliance 
proceedings. Without this authority, 
potential violators could discard records 
demonstrating violations of the Export 
Administration Regulations prior to the 
expiration of the five-year statute of 
limitations. 

II. Method of Collection 

No information is provided to BIS. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0694–0096. 
Form Number(s): N/A. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

184,800,892. 
Estimated Time per Response: 1 

second to 1 minute. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 528. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–00707 Filed 1–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–33–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; U.S.-Canada 
Albacore Treaty Reporting System 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 17, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
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directed to Craig Dangelo, (562) 980– 
4024 or Craig.Dangelo@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), West Coast Region, manages 
the United States (U.S.)—Canada 
Albacore Tuna Treaty of 1981 (Treaty). 
Owners of vessels that fish from U.S. 
West Coast ports for albacore tuna will 
be required to notify the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) West 
Coast Region of their desire to be on the 
list of vessels provided to Canada each 
year indicating vessels eligible to fish 
for albacore tuna in waters under the 
jurisdiction of Canada. Additionally, 
vessel operators are required to report in 
advance their intention to fish in 
Canadian waters prior to crossing the 
maritime border as well as to mark their 
fishing vessels to facilitate enforcement 
of the effort limits under the Treaty. 
Vessel operators are also required to 
maintain and submit a logbook of all 
catch and fishing effort. The regulations 
implementing the reporting and vessel 
marking requirements under the Treaty 
are at 50 CFR part 300.172–300.176. 

The estimated burden below includes 
hours to complete the logbook 
requirement, although it is assumed that 
most if not all of the respondents 
already complete the required logbook 
under the mandatory West Coast Highly 
Migratory Species Fishery Management 
Plan (HMS FMP), OMB Control No. 
0648–0223. Duplicate reporting under 
the Treaty and HMS FMP is not 
required. Most years, there will be much 
less fishing (and thus less reporting) 
under the Treaty than the level on 
which the estimate is based. 

II. Method of Collection 

Requests to be placed on the vessel 
eligibility list may be made in writing 
via mail, fax, by email, by telephone, or 
through online registration if available. 
Communications to comply with ‘hail 
in’ and ‘hail out’ requirements are made 
via ship to shore radio or via telephone 
and are compiled in an electronic 
database by Canada Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. Summaries of 
hail reports are provided to NMFS on a 
periodic basis. Vessel marking 
requirements entail painting the letter 
‘U’ immediately after the U.S. Coast 
Guard documentation identification 
number already on the vessel. Logbooks 
are maintained in pre-printed paper 
format and submitted via mail. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0492. 
Form Number: None. 

Type of Review: Regular submission 
(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
100. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes for the request to be placed on 
the eligible list per year, for required 
vessel markings and for logbook entries; 
10 minutes for each set of two hail 
reports for border crossings per year. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 283. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $3,955 (recordkeeping/reporting 
costs). 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–00696 Filed 1–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Vessel Monitoring 
System Requirements in Western 
Pacific Fisheries 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 

respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 17, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Walter Ikehara, (808) 944– 
2275 or Walter.Ikehara@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

As part of fishery management plans 
developed under the authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
owners of commercial fishing vessels in 
the Hawaii pelagic longline fishery, 
American Samoa pelagic longline 
fishery (only vessels longer than 50 
feet), Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
lobster fishery (currently inactive), and 
Northern Mariana Islands bottomfish 
fishery (only vessels longer than 40 feet) 
must allow the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to 
install vessel monitoring system (VMS) 
units on their vessels when directed to 
do so by NOAA enforcement personnel. 
VMS units automatically send periodic 
reports on the position of the vessel. 
NOAA uses the reports to monitor the 
vessel’s location and activities, 
primarily to enforce regulated fishing 
areas. NOAA pays for the units and 
messaging. There is no public burden 
for the automatic messaging; however, 
VMS installation and annual 
maintenance are considered public 
burden. 

II. Method of Collection 
Automatic electronic submission. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0441. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular (revision of a 

currently approved information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
209. 
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