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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
PROTOCOL FOR ACCESS TO TISSUE SPECIMEN SAMPLES FROM THE 

NATIONAL MARINE MAMMAL TISSUE BANK 
OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0468  

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION  
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
 
The purpose of this collection of information is to enable NOAA to allow the scientific 
community the opportunity to request tissue specimen samples from the National Marine 
Mammal Tissue Bank (NMMTB).  
 
The NMMTB was established in 1992 and provides protocols, techniques, and physical facilities 
for the long-term storage of tissues from marine mammals.  Scientists can request tissues from 
this repository for retrospective analyses to determine environmental trends of contaminants and 
other analytics of interest. The NMMTB collects, processes, and stores tissues from specific 
indicator species (e.g., Atlantic bottlenose dolphins, Atlantic white sided dolphins, pilot whales, 
harbor porpoise), animals from mass strandings, animals that have been obtained incidental to 
commercial fisheries, animals taken for subsistence purposes, biopsies, and animals from 
unusual mortality events.  
 
Each tissue specimen consists of duplicate samples (denoted A and B) of approximately 150 g., 
each. These duplicate samples are banked in the NMMTB in separate liquid nitrogen vaporphase 
freezers and are maintained at -150

o

C. When a portion of a tissue specimen is requested for 
analysis, the “B” sample of that specimen can be cryogenically homogenized and aliquoted into 
approximately 20 subsamples of 6 to 8 g., each.  The “A” sample of each specimen remains as a 
bulk sample and will only be homogenized after all portions from the corresponding “B” sample 
have been depleted and there is sufficient justification to homogenize the remaining material.  
Thus, 50 percent of each specimen is available to the scientific community for research and 
scientific evaluations consistent with the goals of the NMMTB and 50 percent is intended for 
long-term storage as a more permanent archive for decades.   
 
Under 16 U.S.C. 1421f section 407(d)(1) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (attached),  the 
NMFS must establish criteria for access to marine mammal tissues in the NMMTB and make 
those available for public comment and review. This was accomplished through the proposed 
rule RIN 0648-AQ51, published on 11/12/2002, and attached here as 50 CFR 216.47. 
There is only a very limited amount of samples available and the NMMTB emphasizes that the 
intended use of these tissue specimens be for retrospective analysis.  Priority will be given to 
requests that fulfill the goals of the NMMTB and the Marine Mammal Health and Stranding 
Response Program (MMHSRP) and to research that would otherwise not be accomplished 
because of limited availability of samples.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.  
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Requestors can apply as many times as they wish, but NMFS expects to receive only 20 
applications per year.  
 
1. Requestors must submit a written request with attached study plan to the MMHSRP 
Coordinator, NMFS/Office of Protected Resources.  
 
2. The following specific information must be included in the request:  

a. A clear and concise statement of the proposed use of the banked tissue specimen.  The 
applicant must demonstrate that the proposed use is consistent with the goals of the 
NMHSRP and the NMMTB.  

b. A copy of the applicant’s scientific research permit.  The applicant must demonstrate that 
the proposed use of the banked tissue is authorized by the permit.  

c. Name of principal investigator, official title, and affiliated research or academic 
organization.  

d. Specific tissue sample and quantity desired.  
e. Justification for use of the banked tissue.  
f. Research facility where analyses will be conducted must follow the Analytical Quality 

Assurance program which was designed to ensure the accuracy, precision, level of 
detection, and intercompatibility of data resulting from chemical analyses of marine 
mammal tissues.  Standard reference materials for use in the analysis of marine mammal 
tissues can be purchased from the NIST.  

g. Estimated date for completion of research, and schedule/date of subsequent reports.  
h. Agreement that all requests/findings will be reported to the NMMTB and the MMHSRP 

Program Manager.  
i. Agreement that credit and acknowledgment will be given to NMFS, US Geologic 

Service, NIST, U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, the NMMTB, and the collector for use of 
banked tissues. The applicant shall insert the following acknowledgment in all 
publications, abstracts or presentations:  

 
The specimens used in this study were provided by the National Marine Mammal 
Tissue Bank, which is maintained in the National Biomonitoring Specimen Bank 
at NIST.  The National Biomonitoring Specimen Bank operates under the 
direction of NMFS with the collaboration of USGS, USFWS and NIST, through 
the Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response Program [and the Alaska 
Marine Mammal Tissue Archival Project if the samples are from Alaska]. 
  

3. Upon submission, the MMHSRP Program Manager will send the request and attached study 
plan to the following entities, which will function as the review committee: 
  

a. Appropriate marine mammal management office for that particular species,  
b. Representatives of the NMMTB Collaborating Agencies, and 
c. Contributor, if applicable. 

 
4. Shipping costs will be borne by the requester. Homogenization costs for any specimens will 
also be borne by the requester.  
 
There is only a very limited amount of samples available and the NMMTB emphasizes that the 
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intended use of these tissue specimens be for retrospective analysis.  Priority will be given to 
requests that fulfill the goals of the NMMTB, MMHSRP and to research that would otherwise 
not be accomplished because of limited availability of samples.  The applicant shall report to the 
MMHSRP Program Manager all research findings based on use of the banked tissue in 
accordance with the schedule submitted with the application.  
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  NOAA Fisheries 
will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic 
information.  See response #10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on 
confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not expected to 
be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, technical 
or general informational publications. Should NOAA Fisheries Service decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  
 
Requesters will be able to obtain the information to be used from the MMHSRP Web page, but 
currently there are no downloadable or on line forms. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.  
 
This is the only information collection for this specific purpose. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection of information affects the scientific community.  Part of the scientific community 
is composed of small businesses.  However, the burden is not considered to be significant, since 
only about 20 applicants will be applying for a tissue specimen sample and the estimated time to 
respond is 2.0 hours per request (and 2 hours for a report).  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If the collection is not conducted, the scientific community will not have access to request 
marine mammal tissue specimen samples.  
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
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information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported.  
 
The MMHSRP has consulted with scientists from the US Geologic Service, NIST, and the 
USFWS regarding the availability of data to requesters.  These collaborating agencies are also 
principal representatives of the NMMTB.   
 
A federal register notice was published on 8/31/2005. No comments were received. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
There is no provision to provide any payment or gift to participants in this request for tissue 
specimen samples.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  
 
No confidentiality is promised or provided. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private.  
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
NMFS estimates that approximately 20 applicants will be requesting tissue specimen samples. 
The estimated time required to fill out the application is 2 hours.  The estimated time to report 
research findings is also 2 hours.  

 
20 applicants x 2.0 hours x 2 times per year = 80 hours  

 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above).  
 
The annual cost to the applicant is: 
 

Postage and copying $3.57 per applicant. 
 
Total cost:  

20 x $3.57 = $71.40 
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14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  
 
There will be no annualized cost to the Federal government.  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I.  
 
Based on recent experience, NMFS anticipates receiving 20 applications and 20 research 
findings reports per year; previous estimates were for 10 of each. Thus, the estimated burden 
hours per year will be 80, rather than 40.  
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  
 
There are no plans to publish the results of this collection per se.  The requestor will be 
publishing the results of their research.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  
 
Not applicable.  
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.  
 
There are no exceptions.  
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
 



U.S. Code

Search USC, About Database, Download USC, Classification Tables, Codification 

   
 

-CITE-

    16 USC Sec. 1421f                                            01/02/01

-EXPCITE-

    TITLE 16 - CONSERVATION

    CHAPTER 31 - MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION

    SUBCHAPTER V - MARINE MAMMAL HEALTH AND STRANDING RESPONSE

-HEAD-

    Sec. 1421f. National Marine Mammal Tissue Bank and tissue analysis

-STATUTE-

    (a) Tissue Bank

      (1) In general

        The Secretary shall make provision for the storage,

      preparation, examination, and archiving of marine mammal

      tissues.  Tissues archived pursuant to this subsection shall be

      known as the ''National Marine Mammal Tissue Bank''.

      (2) Guidance for marine mammal tissue collection, preparation,

          and archiving

        The Secretary shall, in consultation with individuals with

      knowledge and expertise in marine science, marine mammal science,

      marine mammal veterinary and husbandry practices, and marine

http://uscode.house.gov/usc.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/about.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/download.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/uscct.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/cod.htm
javascript:getdoc(-1)
http://uscode.house.gov/usc.htm
javascript:getdoc(1) 
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      conservation, issue guidance, after an opportunity for public

      review and comment, for marine mammal tissue collection,

      preparation, archiving, and quality control procedures, regarding

      -

          (A) appropriate and uniform methods and standards for those

        activities to provide confidence in marine mammal tissue

        samples used for research; and

          (B) documentation of procedures used for collecting,

        preparing, and archiving those samples.

      (3) Source of tissue

        In addition to tissues taken during marine mammal unusual

      mortality events, the Tissue Bank shall incorporate tissue

      samples taken from other sources in the wild, including -

          (A) samples from marine mammals taken incidental to

        commercial fishing operations;

          (B) samples from marine mammals taken for subsistence

        purposes;

          (C) biopsy samples; and

          (D) any other samples properly collected.

    (b) Tissue analysis

      The Secretary shall, in consultation with the Marine Mammal

    Commission, the Secretary of the Interior, and individuals with

    knowledge and experience in marine science, marine mammal science,

    marine mammal veterinary and husbandry practices, and marine



U.S. Code

    conservation, issue guidance, after an opportunity for public

    review and comment, for analyzing tissue samples (by use of the

    most effective and advanced diagnostic technologies and tools

    practicable) as a means to monitor and measure overall health

    trends in representative species or populations of marine mammals,

    including -

        (1) the levels of, and if possible, the effects of, potentially

      harmful contaminants; and

        (2) the frequency of, and if possible, the causes and effects

      of abnormal lesions or anomalies.

    (c) Data base

      (1) In general

        The Secretary shall maintain a central data base which provides

      an effective means for tracking and accessing data on marine

      mammals, including relevant data on marine mammal tissues

      collected for and maintained in the Tissue Bank.

      (2) Contents

        The data base established under this subsection shall include -

          (A) reference data on the health of marine mammals and

        populations of marine mammals; and

          (B) data on species of marine mammals that are subject to

        unusual mortality events.

    (d) Access

      The Secretary shall, in consultation with the Secretary of the

    Interior, establish criteria, after an opportunity for public



U.S. Code

    review and comment, for access to -

        (1) marine mammal tissues in the Tissue Bank;

        (2) analyses conducted pursuant to subsection (b) of this

      section; and

        (3) marine mammal data in the data base maintained under

      subsection (c) of this section;

    which provide for appropriate uses of the tissues, analyses, and

    data by qualified scientists, including stranding network

    participants.

-SOURCE-

    (Pub. L. 92-522, title IV, Sec. 407, formerly title III, Sec. 307,

    as added Pub. L. 102-587, title III, Sec. 3003(a), Nov. 4, 1992,

    106 Stat. 5065; renumbered title IV, Sec. 407, Pub. L. 103-238,

    Sec. 24(b), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 565.)

-SECREF-

                   SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

      This section is referred to in sections 1421g, 1421h of this

    title.

   
Search USC, About Database, Download USC, Classification Tables, Codification 

javascript:getdoc(-1)
http://uscode.house.gov/usc.htm
javascript:getdoc(1) 
http://uscode.house.gov/usc.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/about.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/download.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/uscct.htm
http://uscode.house.gov/cod.htm


59 

National Marine Fisheries Service/NOAA, Commerce § 216.47 

(i) The letter of intent included false 
information or statements of a mate-
rial nature; 

(ii) The research does not constitute 
bona fide scientific research; 

(iii) Research activities result in 
takings of marine mammals other than 
by Level B harassment; 

(iv) Research activities differ from 
those described in the letter of intent 
submitted by the applicant and letter 
of confirmation issued by NMFS; or 

(v) The applicant violates any term 
or condition set forth in this section. 

(2) Any suspension, revocation, or 
modification is subject to the require-
ments of 15 CFR part 904. 

[59 FR 50376, Oct. 3, 1994] 

§ 216.46 U.S. citizens on foreign flag 
vessels operating under the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Pro-
gram. 

The MMPA’s provisions do not apply 
to a citizen of the United States who 
incidentally takes any marine mam-
mal during fishing operations in the 
ETP which are outside the U.S. exclu-
sive economic zone (as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1802)), while employed on a 
fishing vessel of a harvesting nation 
that is participating in, and in compli-
ance with, the IDCP. 

[65 FR 56, Jan. 3, 2000] 

§ 216.47 Access to marine mammal tis-
sue, analyses, and data. 

(a) Applications for the National Ma-
rine Mammal Tissue Bank samples 
(NMMTB). (1) A principal investigator, 
contributor or holder of a scientific re-
search permit issued in accordance 
with the provisions of this subpart may 
apply for access to a tissue specimen 
sample in the NMMTB. Applicants for 
tissue specimen samples from the 
NMMTB must submit a signed written 
request with attached study plan to 
the Marine Mammal Health and 
Stranding Response Program 
(MMHSRP) Program Manager, Office of 
Protected Resources, NMFS. The writ-
ten request must include: 

(i) A clear and concise statement of 
the proposed use of the banked tissue 
specimen. The applicant must dem-
onstrate that the proposed use of the 

banked tissue is consistent with the 
goals of the NMMTB and the 
MMHSRP. 

(A) The goals of the MMHSRP are to 
facilitate the collection and dissemina-
tion of reference data on marine mam-
mals and health trends of marine mam-
mal populations in the wild; to cor-
relate the health of marine mammals 
and marine mammal populations in the 
wild with available data on physical, 
chemical, and biological environmental 
parameters; and to coordinate effective 
responses to unusual mortality events. 

(B) The goal of the NMMTB is to 
maintain quality controlled marine 
mammal tissues that will permit retro-
spective analyses to determine envi-
ronmental trends of contaminants and 
other analytes of interest and that will 
provide the highest quality samples for 
analyses using new and innovative 
techniques. 

(ii) A copy of the applicant’s sci-
entific research permit. The applicant 
must demonstrate that the proposed 
use of the banked tissue is authorized 
by the permit; 

(iii) Name of principal investigator, 
official title, and affiliated research or 
academic organization; 

(iv) Specific tissue sample and quan-
tity desired; 

(v) Research facility where analyses 
will be conducted. The applicant must 
demonstrate that the research facility 
will follow the Analytical Quality As-
surance (AQA) program, which was de-
signed to ensure the accuracy, preci-
sion, level of detection, and inter-
compatibility of data resulting from 
chemical analyses of marine mammal 
tissues. The AQA consists of annual 
interlaboratory comparisons and the 
development of control materials and 
standard reference materials for ma-
rine mammal tissues; 

(vi) Verification that funding is 
available to conduct the research; 

(vii) Estimated date for completion 
of research, and schedule/date of subse-
quent reports; 

(viii) Agreement that all research 
findings based on use of the banked tis-
sue will be reported to the NMMTB, 
MMHSRP Program Manager and the 
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contributor; and the sequences of tis-
sue specimen samples that are used/re-
leased for genetic analyses (DNA se-
quencing) will be archived in the Na-
tional Center for biotechnology Infor-
mation’s GenBank. Sequence acces-
sions in GenBank should document the 
source, citing a NIST field number that 
indentifies the animal; and 

(ix) Agreement that credit and ac-
knowledgment will be given to U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), US 
Geologic Service (USGS), National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST), the Minerals Management 
Service (MMS), NMFS, the NMMTB, 
and the collector for use of banked tis-
sues. 

(2) The applicant shall insert the fol-
lowing acknowledgment in all publica-
tions, abstracts, or presentations based 
on research using the banked tissue: 

The specimens used in this study were col-
lected by [the contributor] and provided by 
the National Marine Mammal Tissue Bank, 
which is maintained in the National Biomon-
itoring Specimen Bank at NIST and which is 
operated under the direction of NMFS with 
the collaboration of MMS, USGS, USFWS, 
and NIST through the Marine Mammal 
Health and Stranding Response Program 
[and the Alaska Marine Mammal Tissue Ar-
chival Project if the samples are from Alas-
ka]. 

(3) Upon submission of a complete ap-
plication, the MMHSRP Program Man-
ager will send the request and attached 
study plan to the following entities 
which will function as the review com-
mittee: 

(i) Appropriate Federal agency 
(NMFS or USFWS) marine mammal 
management office for that particular 
species; and 

(ii) Representatives of the NMMTB 
Collaborating Agencies (NMFS, USFS, 
USGS Biological Resources Division, 
and NIST) If no member of the review 
committee is an expert in the field that 
is related to the proposed research ac-
tivity, any member may request an 
outside review of the proposal, which 
may be outside of NMFS or USFWS but 
within the Federal Government. 

(4) The MMHSRP Program Manager 
will send the request and attached 
study plan to any contributor(s) of the 
tissue specimen sample. The contrib-
utor(s) of the sample may submit com-
ments on the proposed research activ-

ity to the Director, Office of Protected 
Resources within 30 days of the date 
that the request was sent to the con-
tributor(s). 

(5) The USFWS Representative of the 
NMMTB Collaborating Agencies will be 
chair of review committees for re-
quests involving species managed by 
the DOI. The MMHSRP Program Man-
ager will be chair of all other review 
committees. 

(6) Each committee chair will provide 
recommendations on the request and 
an evaluation of the study plan to the 
Director, Office of Protected Re-
sources, NMFS. 

(7) The Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, will make the final 
decision on release of the samples 
based on the advice provided by the re-
view committee, comments received 
from any contributor(s) of the sample 
within the time provided in paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section, and determina-
tion that the proposed use of the 
banked tissue specimen is consistent 
with the goals of the MMHSRP and the 
NMMTB. The Director will send a writ-
ten decision to the applicant and send 
copies to all review committee mem-
bers. If the samples are released, the 
response will indicate whether the 
samples have been homogenized and, if 
not, the homogenization schedule. 

(8) The applicant will bear all ship-
ping and homogenization costs related 
to use of any specimens from the 
NMMTB. 

(9) The applicant will dispose of the 
tissue specimen sample consistent with 
the provisions of the applicant’s sci-
entific research permit after the re-
search is completed, unless the re-
quester submits another request and 
receives approval pursuant to this sec-
tion. The request must be submitted 
within three months after the original 
project has been completed. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[69 FR 41979, July 13, 2004] 

§§ 216.48–216.49 [Reserved] 

Subpart E—Designated Ports 
§ 216.50 Importation at designated 

ports. 
(a) Any marine mammal or marine 

mammal product which is subject to 
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IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: August 25, 2005. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 05–17287 Filed 8–30–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Protocol for 
Access to Tissue Specimen Samples 
From the National Marine Mammal 
Tissue Bank 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before October 31, 
2005. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 

copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Patricia Lawson, (301) 713– 
2322 or Patricia.Lawson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Marine Mammal Tissue 
Bank (NMMTB) was established in 1992 
and provides protocols, techniques, and 
physical facilities for the long-term 
storage of tissues from marine 
mammals. Scientists can request tissues 
from this repository for retrospective 
analyses to determine environmental 
trends of contaminants and other 
substances of interest. The NMMTB 
collects, processes, and stores tissues 
from specific indicator species (e.g., 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins, Atlantic 
white sided dolphins, pilot whales, 
harbor porpoise), animals from mass 
strandings, animals that have been 
obtained incidental to commercial 
fisheries, animals taken for subsistence 
purposes, biopsies, and animals from 
unusual mortality events. 

The purpose of this collection of 
information is to enable NOAA to allow 
the scientific community the 
opportunity to request tissue specimen 
samples from the NMMTB. 

II. Method of Collection 

Electronic and paper applications are 
acceptable from participants, and 
methods of submittal include Internet, 
mail and facsimile transmission of 
paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0468. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Not-for-profit 

institutions; business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
20. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 2 
hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 40. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $33.60. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 

burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: August 25, 2005. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 05–17288 Filed 8–30–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Sawfish Encounter 
Survey 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before October 31, 
2005. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Shelley Norton, (727) 824– 
5312 or shelley.norton@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) is seeking information from 
permitted commercial reef, reef charter, 
charter coastal pelagic, shark, and 
shrimp fishers on the location of 
historic and current encounters with 
sawfish within the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Atlantic Ocean. The NMFS plans to 
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