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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM (VMS)  

REQUIREMENT FOR PACIFIC ISLANDS FISHERIES 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0441 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This request is for extension of a currently approved information collection. 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) 
established regional fishery management councils, such as the Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council), to develop fishery ecosystem plans (FEP) for fisheries in the 
United States (U.S.) Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). These plans, if approved by the Secretary 
of Commerce (Secretary), are implemented by National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) via Federal regulations 
that are enforced by the NOAA Office for Law Enforcement (OLE) and U.S. Coast Guard 
(USCG), in cooperation with State agencies to the extent possible.  The FEPs ensure the long-
term productivity and optimum yield of the resources for the benefit of the U.S. 
 
The Council has management jurisdiction over fisheries in the Pacific Ocean in the EEZ around 
American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Northern Mariana Islands, and certain other remote U.S. 
Pacific island possessions1.  The Council prepared, and the Secretary approved and implemented 
through regulations, FEPs for pelagic fisheries and archipelagic (island-based) fisheries in the 
western Pacific.  The regulations include, but are not limited to, permit requirements, gear 
restrictions, temporal and spatial closures, harvest guidelines, reporting requirements, and 
protected species mitigation measures. 
 
Regulations at 50 CFR Part 665, implementing the Fishery Ecosystem Plan for Pelagic Fisheries 
of the Western Pacific Region (Pelagics FEP) and the Fishery Ecosystem Plan for the Marianas 
Archipelago (Marianas FEP) require all vessels registered for use with Hawaii longline limited 
access permits, all large vessels (greater than 50 ft in overall length) registered for use with 
American Samoa longline limited access permits, and all medium and large vessels (40 ft or 
greater in overall length) registered to Northern Mariana Islands bottomfish permits to maintain 
and operate VMS on their vessels, after they have been advised by NOAA OLE of a requirement 
to carry such units.  NOAA OLE provides the units and installs them for the permit holders. 
NOAA OLE arranges installation at times when the vessel is in port between trips to ensure 
minimal disruption of other activities by the vessel. 
 

                                                 
1 Howland, Baker, Jarvis, Wake and Palmyra Islands, Johnston Atoll and Kingman Reef. 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=3ef70b514c681de122aaa4336f1c7be0&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr665_main_02.tpl
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2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. 
 
On a broad level, the VMS vessel location reports are used to facilitate enforcement of prohibited 
or restricted fishing areas around American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Northern Mariana Islands, 
and Pacific Remote Island Areas, including Marine National Monuments closed to commercial 
fishing.  The reports provide NOAA OLE and USCG with near-real-time vessel location 
information.  The VMS reports also can be used to check the accuracy of vessel position 
information reported by the vessel operator in the daily fishing logbooks required by the 
regulations.  This is important in determining or verifying locations of catch by species and time 
as well as locations in which there were interactions with protected species, such as endangered 
and threatened sea turtles.  The information provides a basis for determining whether changes in 
management are needed to protect sensitive species or to address fishery interaction problems 
and for evaluating the impacts of potential changes. 
 
The vessel owners are contacted by OLE if they are newly permitted and required to have a 
VMS. OLE also contacts them if a VMS is not operating correctly. Owners generally contact 
OLE by phoning the local OLE office (OLE contact info is posted on this website) if a VMS unit 
needs attention.  
 
The information collected will be used internally by authorized users (NOAA OLE, USCG, 
NMFS and others per NMFS Policy Directive PD 06-101, June 17, 2006, VMS Data Access and 
Dissemination Policy, and NOAA Administrative Order NAO 0216-0100, Protection of 
Confidential Fisheries Statistics).  The information would not be disseminated to the public 
except in non-confidential or aggregate form in summary and analytical reports.  See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. 
Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The VMS is an automated, satellite-based system that assists NOAA OLE and the USCG in 
monitoring .compliance with applicable federal regulations.in a reliable and cost-effective 
manner.  Electronic VMS shipboard equipment installed permanently on board a vessel provides 
information about the vessel’s position.  That information is communicated between the 
shipboard VMS unit and the monitoring agency’s fishery monitoring center, where the identity 
and location of the vessels are shown on a map display, comparing vessel positions with features 
of interest, such as closed area boundaries. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There are no similar comparable programs to collect real-time vessel location information.  
Requiring vessel operators to make at-sea reports of vessel locations is much more costly and 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/compliance_assistance/who_to_call.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/op/pds/documents/06/06-101.pdf
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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difficult, and would impose a direct reporting burden on the vessel operator.  The VMS unit is 
passive and automatic, requiring no reporting burden on the vessel operator. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
Vessels in the Pacific Islands fisheries generally range in size from 20 feet to 100 feet.  Those 
who participate in the fisheries are categorized as “small businesses” which are affected in a 
similar manner by the VMS requirement. In all cases, NOAA OLE notifies the vessel owner 
when the requirement would take effect and arranges appointments for installation and 
maintenance inspections with the vessel owner and operator to minimize time burden and 
business disruption by these activities. There is no reporting burden on vessel owners to arrange 
for VMS installation. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Without VMS, NOAA OLE and USCG would be tasked with monitoring closed areas via air and 
surface patrols.  The annual cost of relying on traditional surveillance methods using air and 
surface patrols for time and area coverage is estimated at more than $25 million.  Comparatively, 
VMS provides 95 to 98 percent coverage at an estimated annual cost of $300,000. 
 
There is no reporting interval requirement for the vessel owner.  The interval at which a vessel’s 
VMS unit reports is set by NOAA OLE and USCG. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines except that the VMS reports more frequently 
than quarterly (multiple times per day).  That interval is necessary for enforcing regulations. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice describing this extension was published on January 16, 2014 (79 FR 
2818). No comments were received. 
 
Five representatives in the fishing industry were consulted for comments on this collection, 
including associations and individuals. Two responded. 
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The Hawaii Longline Association, which represents almost all longline permit holders in Hawaii, 
stated that they had no substantive comments. 
 
A managing member of Zephyr Fisheries LLC responded: “As a commercial fisherman and 
vessel owner operating in the central and western Pacific Ocean I believe that using a VMS 
system to locate, track and manage information flow from US commercial fishing vessels is an 
appropriate and efficient method for NOAA Fisheries to acquire and utilize the highly accurate 
data transmitted automatically from the fishing vessels.  The VMS system is necessary for 
NOAA Fisheries and the US Government to meet their responsibilities under various 
international treaties and agreements that the US has entered into. Because the VMS system is 
based on the GPS (Global Positioning System) it is highly accurate and responds in a timely 
manner when queried.  I think it likely that one enhancement to the system would be to utilize 
Inmarsat geosynchronous satellites rather than the Low Earth Orbit Iridium system.” 
 
Response: Thank you for the comment. However, NMFS cannot make such a decision regarding 
the use of a particular type of satellite. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Efforts were made in the design of the VMS program to ensure the security of all individual 
vessel location data, including analysis and storage. The system includes measures to minimize 
the risk of direct or inadvertent disclosure of fishing location information. Vessel operators 
consider these data proprietary, and NOAA OLE and USCG have taken steps to secure this 
information as “official use only” throughout the program design. Information submitted is 
confidential under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and NOAA regulations, except under certain 
circumstances as outlined in the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
 
Additional protections: Records are stored in computerized databases or CDs in locked rooms; 
paper records are stored in file folders in locked metal cabinets and/or locked rooms. Records are 
stored in buildings with doors that are locked during and after business hours. Visitors must 
register with security guards and must be accompanied by Federal personnel at all times. 
Records are organized and retrieved by NOAA internal identification number, name of entity, 
permit number, vessel name, or vessel identification number. Electronic records are protected by 
a user identification/password. The user identification/password is issued to individuals as 
authorized by authorized personnel. 
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions are asked of a sensitive nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Under the Hawaii longline limited entry program, 138 (164 max) vessels are currently registered, 
39 large vessels are registered in the American Samoa longline limited entry program, and 5 
medium-large vessels are registered to Northern Mariana Islands bottomfish permits.  If all 164 
Hawaii permits were registered, the total number of vessels requiring VMS would be 208. 
 
The estimated time per response is 4 hours to install a VMS unit, 2 hours to replace a VMS unit, 
and 1 hour, 30 minutes to maintain or repair a VMS unit. 
 
The vessel owner or representative generally observes the initial installation, which involves a 
total of about 40 hours annually (estimated 10 replacement vessels x 4 hours per vessel).  The 
vessel owner or representative may also observe any replacement, estimated at 70 hours annually 
(35 vessels x 2 hours per vessel) or maintenance and repair at 60 hours annually (40 vessels x 1 
hour, 30 minutes per vessel).  Thus, the annual burden is 170 hours. 
 
Annual Estimates: 
10 vessels x 4 hours per vessel to install unit = 40 hours 
35 vessels x 2 hours per year replacement = 70 hours 
40 vessels x 1 hour, 30 minutes per year maintenance and repair = 60 hours 
Total estimated burden hours = 170 hrs 
Total estimated responses = 85 
 
NOAA OLE Pacific Islands Division was consulted to develop these estimates. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection. 
 
No direct or indirect costs are imposed on vessel operators by the VMS requirement. The initial 
installation and maintenance costs for VMS are sustained by NOAA OLE. The actual position 
report airtime costs are paid by NOAA OLE. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The estimated cost of the total program is $300,000 per year. 
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15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
No changes were made.  
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No formal scientific publications based on these collections are planned at this time. NMFS and 
the Council will use the data for management reports and fishery management plan amendments 
and evaluations.  However, subsequent use of the data collected over a series of years may 
include scientific papers and publications. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
No statistical methods are employed. 
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directed to Craig Dangelo, (562) 980– 
4024 or Craig.Dangelo@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), West Coast Region, manages 
the United States (U.S.)—Canada 
Albacore Tuna Treaty of 1981 (Treaty). 
Owners of vessels that fish from U.S. 
West Coast ports for albacore tuna will 
be required to notify the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) West 
Coast Region of their desire to be on the 
list of vessels provided to Canada each 
year indicating vessels eligible to fish 
for albacore tuna in waters under the 
jurisdiction of Canada. Additionally, 
vessel operators are required to report in 
advance their intention to fish in 
Canadian waters prior to crossing the 
maritime border as well as to mark their 
fishing vessels to facilitate enforcement 
of the effort limits under the Treaty. 
Vessel operators are also required to 
maintain and submit a logbook of all 
catch and fishing effort. The regulations 
implementing the reporting and vessel 
marking requirements under the Treaty 
are at 50 CFR part 300.172–300.176. 

The estimated burden below includes 
hours to complete the logbook 
requirement, although it is assumed that 
most if not all of the respondents 
already complete the required logbook 
under the mandatory West Coast Highly 
Migratory Species Fishery Management 
Plan (HMS FMP), OMB Control No. 
0648–0223. Duplicate reporting under 
the Treaty and HMS FMP is not 
required. Most years, there will be much 
less fishing (and thus less reporting) 
under the Treaty than the level on 
which the estimate is based. 

II. Method of Collection 

Requests to be placed on the vessel 
eligibility list may be made in writing 
via mail, fax, by email, by telephone, or 
through online registration if available. 
Communications to comply with ‘hail 
in’ and ‘hail out’ requirements are made 
via ship to shore radio or via telephone 
and are compiled in an electronic 
database by Canada Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. Summaries of 
hail reports are provided to NMFS on a 
periodic basis. Vessel marking 
requirements entail painting the letter 
‘U’ immediately after the U.S. Coast 
Guard documentation identification 
number already on the vessel. Logbooks 
are maintained in pre-printed paper 
format and submitted via mail. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0492. 
Form Number: None. 

Type of Review: Regular submission 
(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
100. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes for the request to be placed on 
the eligible list per year, for required 
vessel markings and for logbook entries; 
10 minutes for each set of two hail 
reports for border crossings per year. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 283. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $3,955 (recordkeeping/reporting 
costs). 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–00696 Filed 1–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Vessel Monitoring 
System Requirements in Western 
Pacific Fisheries 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 

respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 17, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Walter Ikehara, (808) 944– 
2275 or Walter.Ikehara@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

As part of fishery management plans 
developed under the authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
owners of commercial fishing vessels in 
the Hawaii pelagic longline fishery, 
American Samoa pelagic longline 
fishery (only vessels longer than 50 
feet), Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
lobster fishery (currently inactive), and 
Northern Mariana Islands bottomfish 
fishery (only vessels longer than 40 feet) 
must allow the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to 
install vessel monitoring system (VMS) 
units on their vessels when directed to 
do so by NOAA enforcement personnel. 
VMS units automatically send periodic 
reports on the position of the vessel. 
NOAA uses the reports to monitor the 
vessel’s location and activities, 
primarily to enforce regulated fishing 
areas. NOAA pays for the units and 
messaging. There is no public burden 
for the automatic messaging; however, 
VMS installation and annual 
maintenance are considered public 
burden. 

II. Method of Collection 
Automatic electronic submission. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0441. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular (revision of a 

currently approved information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
209. 
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Estimated Time per Response: 4 hours 
for installation or replacement of a VMS 
unit; 2 hours for annual maintenance. 

Frequency: Annually and on occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 478 (estimated 15 installations 
per year). 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–00695 Filed 1–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Sanctuary System Business Advisory 
Council: Public Meeting 

AGENCY: Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries (ONMS), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice of open meeting. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of a 
meeting of the Sanctuary System 
Business Advisory Council. The 
meeting is open to the public, and 
participants may provide comments at 
the appropriate time during the meeting. 
DATES: The meeting will be held 
Wednesday, January 29, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. EST. Opportunity for public 
comment will be provided at 4:30. 

These times and the agenda topics 
described below are subject to change. 

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in 
the Polaris Suite of the Ronald Reagan 
Building and International Trade 
Center, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC, 2004. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Elizabeth Moore, Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries, 1305 East West 
Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910. (Phone: 301–713–7270, Fax: 
301–713–0404; email: elizabeth.moore@
noaa.gov). 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: ONMS 
serves as the trustee for 14 marine 
protected areas encompassing more than 
170,000 square miles of ocean and Great 
Lakes waters from the Hawaiian Islands 
to the Florida Keys, and from Lake 
Huron to American Samoa. National 
marine sanctuaries protect our Nation’s 
most vital coastal and marine natural 
and cultural resources, and through 
active research, management, and 
public engagement, sustains healthy 
environments that are the foundation for 
thriving communities and stable 
economies. One of the many ways 
ONMS ensures public participation in 
the designation and management of 
national marine sanctuaries is through 
the formation of advisory councils. The 
Sanctuary System Business Advisory 
Council (Council) has been formed to 
provide advice and recommendations to 
the Director regarding the relationship 
of the ONMS with the business 
community. Additional information on 
the Council can be found at http://
sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/bac/
welcome.html. 

Matters To Be Considered: This is the 
first meeting of the Council and as such 
will be devoted to introductory 
presentations and discussions about the 
National Marine Sanctuary System and 
the members of the Council. The agenda 
is subject to change. The agenda is 
available at http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/ 
management/bac/welcome.html. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq. 

(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 
Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary Program) 

Dated: January 7, 2014. 

Daniel J. Basta, 
Director, Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2014–00619 Filed 1–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD086 

North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meetings. 

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) and its 
advisory committees will hold public 
meetings in Seattle, WA. 
DATES: The meetings will be held 
February 3 through February 11, 2014. 
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for 
specific dates and times. 
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at 
the Renaissance Hotel, 515 Madison 
Street, Seattle, WA. 

Council address: North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, 605 W. 
4th Avenue, Suite 306, Anchorage, AK 
99501–2252. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David Witherell, Council staff; 
telephone: (907) 271–2809. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Council will begin its plenary session at 
8 a.m. on Wednesday, February 5, 
continuing through Tuesday, February 
11, 2014. The Scientific Statistical 
Committee (SSC) will begin at 8 a.m. on 
Monday, February 3 and continue 
through Wednesday, February 5, East 
Room. The Council’s Advisory Panel 
(AP) will begin at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 
February 4 and continue through 
Saturday, February 8, Northwest Room. 
The Observer Advisory Committee will 
meet February 3, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., South 
Room. The Ecosystem Committee will 
meet Tuesday, February 4, at 8:30 a.m., 
Marion Room. The Enforcement 
Committee will meet February 4, 1 
p.m.–4 p.m., Marion Room. The Bering 
Sea Canyon Workshop will meet 
February 3, 12:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m., 
Northwest Room. The Community 
Fishing Associations Workshop will 
meet February 10, 1 p.m.–6 p.m., South 
Room. All meetings are open to the 
public, except executive sessions. 

Council Plenary Session: The agenda 
for the Council’s plenary session will 
include the following issues. The 
Council may take appropriate action on 
any of the issues identified. 

1. Executive Director’s Report 
(including review of Magnuson Stevens 
Act (MSA) legislation and review of 
Regional Operating agreement) 
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