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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
STORMREADY7 , TSUNAMIREADY™ AND STORMREADY/TSUNAMIREADY™ 

APPLICATION FORMS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0419 

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for a renewal of this information collection.  The title is being changed to reflect 
recent requests for TsunamiReady-only recognition. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Many laws and regulations exist to help local emergency managers deal with hazardous material 
spills, search and rescue operations, medical crises, etc., but there are relatively few uniformly-
recognized standards dealing with the specifics of hazardous weather response operations.  
Recognizing this need, the National Weather Service (NWS), has designed AStormReady7@ to 
help counties, cities and towns implement procedures to reduce the potential for disastrous 
weather-related consequences.  By participating in this program, local agencies can earn 
recognition for their jurisdiction by meeting guidelines established by the NWS in partnership 
with federal, state, and local emergency management professionals. This information collection 
supports Public Law 109-424, the Tsunami Warning and Education Act, specifically Section 5, 
which describes the development of a “community-based tsunami hazard mitigation program to 
improve tsunami preparedness of at-risk areas in the United States and its territories.” 
 
The NWS recognized an additional need for communities that were vulnerable to tsunamis to 
improve their public awareness and preparedness. These are communities located along the 
coastal areas of the contiguous U.S., Alaska and Hawaii.  The NWS developed 
ATsunamiReadyJ@, which is very similar to StormReady program.  In 2002, the NWS combined 
the programs.  There are three applications available to communities:  a joint 
StormReady/TsunaniReady application; a StormReady application; and a TsunamiReady 
application.  The TsunamiReady application was designed to meet the needs of communities that 
expressed an interest in becoming recognized as TsunamiReady only.  The 
StormReady/TsunamiReady program is intended to:  
 

 Improve the timeliness and effectiveness of hazardous weather warnings for the public. 
 Provide detailed and clear recommendations by which local emergency managers may 

establish/improve effective hazardous weather operations. 
 Help local emergency managers justify costs and purchases related to supporting their 

hazardous weather-related program.  
 Reward local hazardous-weather mitigation programs that have achieved a desired 

performance level.  
 Provide a means of acquiring additional Community Rating System points assigned by 

the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
 Provide an image incentive to counties, cities, and towns that can identify themselves as 

being AStormReady/TsunamiReady@ . 

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=109_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ424.109.pdf


 Encourage the enhancement of hazardous weather preparedness programs in jurisdictions 
surrounding AStormReady/TsunamiReady@ communities and counties.   

 
Communities hear about the programs through their local Weather Forecast Office or local/state 
emergency management agencies.  Details about the program and information on how to become 
a StormReady, TsunamiReady, or StormReady/TsunamiReady community are located at the 
Website: http://www.stormready.noaa.gov. 

 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
StormReady/TsunamiReady is a voluntary program offered to provide guidance and incentive to 
officials interested in improving their respective hazardous weather operations.  Jurisdictions 
will use the application to apply for initial StormReady/ TsunamiReady recognition.  Full 
StormReady/TsunamiReady renewals occur every six years, at which time communities would 
complete the application form again.  The government will use the information collected by the 
StormReady/TsunamiReady application to determine whether a community has met all of the 
guidelines to receive StormReady/TsunamiReady recognition.  
 
Recognition as StormReady/TsunamiReady entitles a community to the following benefits:   
1) two StormReady/TsunamiReady identification signs; 2) authorization to use the StormReady/ 
TsunamiReady logos; 3) instructions for acquiring additional identification signs; 4) information 
concerning the notification of the National Flood Insurance Program for possible adjustment to 
insurance rates; and 5) inclusion on the national StormReady/TsunamiReady Website and map.  
 
Each question asked on the application helps to determine if the applying jurisdiction meets the 
guidelines required to become StormReady/TsunamiReady.  Specifically: 
 
Guideline 1:  Community Information.  Requests the primary and secondary points of contact for 
the jurisdiction and identifies the location of the 24-hour warning point and Emergency 
Operations Center.  NWS must have this information to verify the person and place responsible 
for the information. 
 
Guideline 2:  NWS Information Reception Equipment.  This information identifies the number, 
type and location of redundant reception equipment a jurisdiction has in place to receive critical 
NWS weather information. 
 
Guideline 3:    Local Weather & Water Monitoring Equipment.  Verifies the number, type and 
location of redundant weather and monitoring equipment used by the jurisdiction. 
 
Guideline 4:  Local Warning Dissemination.  Identifies the type, number and location of 
redundant warning systems used by the jurisdiction to disseminate weather information to the 
public. 
 



Guideline 5:  Community Preparedness.  Details specific community education and preparedness 
activities in terms of hazardous weather. 
 
Guideline 6:  Administrative/Record Keeping.  Provides details /dates on how the jurisdiction 
and the NWS administer the program and keep information updated. 
 
None of the information on the application is distributed to the public.  The only information 
made public is the name of the recognized community and the date of its recognition.  The 
information is disseminated to the public via the World Wide Web and complies with applicable 
NOAA Information Quality Guidelines: 
 
Utility.  Each newly recognized site is added to a graphical map of the U.S. located on the 
StormReady Web site (www.stormready.noaa.gov).  Posting the information on the Web site 
provides the communities with public recognition of their status and enables the public to see 
what communities are recognized as AStormReady/TsunamiReady@.  It also keeps an accurate, 
up-to-date count of the number of recognized communities. 
 
Integrity.  The procedures for recognizing a community as StormReady/TsunamiReady adhere to 
OMB Circular A-130.  The Web site is updated as each new community is recognized.  The 
procedures for getting the communities recognized and posted on the Web site are outlined in the 
StormReady/TsunamiReady Operations Manual.  The Webmaster is the only person authorized 
to make any changes to the site. 
 
Objectivity.  The recognitions are verified by the NWS field official who provides the name of 
the jurisdiction and date of recognition to the program manager and the Webmaster. 
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility. NOAA NWS will 
retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic 
information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on 
confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines.  
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The StormReady, TsunamiReady, and StormReady/TsunamiReady application forms are 
available in Word and fillable PDF format via the World Wide Web at 
http://www.stormready.noaa.gov.  Applicants will submit the forms either electronically or via 
paper copy to the local advisory board.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
StormReady/TsunamiReady is a unique federal program.  There are no other known programs 
that collect the information requested on the applications.  
 



5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Application for StormReady, TsunamiReady, or StormReady/TsunamiReady recognition is 
voluntary and collection will not have a significant impact on small entities.  The program is 
aimed at government bodies, not small business.  Since the information required is minimal and 
can be found in a community emergency manager=s customary and usual records, no impact on 
small governments is expected. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The program is designed to help as many communities prepare for hazardous weather situations 
as possible.  While the NWS has a goal of recognizing 100 communities per year, the agency 
fully encourages additional community applications.   If the NWS could not collect the 
information requested on the application form, it would be forced to withhold applications from 
communities seeking to be recognized and deny them the political and tangible benefits of 
StormReady/TsunamiReady recognition and possible reduction in flood insurance rates.   
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
None. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice, published on January 12, 2009 (74 FR 2525) solicited public 
comment on this request for renewal.  No comments were received. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to applicants.  Each StormReady/TsunamiReady 
community receives two signs to identify it as a program participant.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Data collected through these forms are considered public information. 
 



11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
The StormReady, TsunamiReady, and StormReady/TsunamiReady application forms do not 
contain any sensitive questions as described in the PRA guidance. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Respondents will complete the applicable form once every six years.  The NWS estimates that it 
will take 2 hours to complete the StormReady, TsunamiReady, or StormReady/TsunamiReady 
application form.  Approximately 120 communities are expected to join the program each year 
and 120 are expected to apply for renewals every six years, which requires communities to fill 
out applications.  Over the course of 3 years, NOAA expects 360 new application forms and 360 
renewals to be received. The average response time per applicant is 2 hours.  The total annual 
response time for the collection is 480 hours annually. 
  
Number of new and renewal applicants 
xpected e

240 per year 

 
Frequency of response for each respondent Once every six years  
Total number of responses expected 720 over 3 years  
Average response time per respondent 2 hour  
Total annual response time for the collection 480 hours 

 
These estimates are based on the experience of numerous communities over the course of the 
program.  
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
No start-up, capital, or operations related costs are expected from this collection.  The forms can 
be prepared without any special equipment and no monitoring or sampling activities are 
required. Information collected by the application forms provides a description of existing 
capabilities and infrastructure.  Record keeping of these items is considered a part of customary 
and usual business of a community=s emergency manager.  
 
The only cost an applicant must bear is the price of postage, if they chose to use standard mail; 
however, approximately 80% of applicants use the electronic forms.  Using an estimate of $2.00 
for postage per application, and assuming that 20% of applicants (54 of 240) mail in the forms, 
this would equate to a total annual cost of $108. 

 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 

 
The cost to the government of administering the program is limited to the hours that local 
Meteorologists-In-Charge (MIC) and Warning Coordination Meteorologists (WCM) spend at 



local Advisory Board Meetings and conducting site reviews of applicant communities.  Local 
advisory board meetings typically occur once a quarter and take about 2 hours to complete.  One 
MIC and one WCM attend.  Site reviews take an average of 3-4 hours of a WCM=s time.   
 
The total annual cost to the government is covered by the annual salaries of the government 
employees administering the program since the activities conducted in association with this 
program are considered to be a part of the regular duties of all Meteorologists-In-Charge and 
Warning Coordination Meteorologists.  Using the assumptions in the table below, the dollar cost 
of administering the program is estimated to be $79,243.20. 

  
Base hourly rate of an MIC* $46.65  
Base hourly rate of a WCM* $39.48  
Duration of Local Advisory Board meeting 2 hours  
Cost to government of Local Advisory Board 
meeting: 
2 ($46.65+ $39.48) 

$172.26 

 
Duration of site visit 4 hours  
Cost to government of site visit: 
4 ($39.48) 

$157.92 

 
Cost to government per application* 
$172.26 + $157.92 

$330.18 

 
Total annual cost to the government 
240 x ($330.18) 

$79,243.20 

Note: Based on the average salary of MICs and WCMs 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
The increase in hours reflects the expected increase in number of applications, reflecting both 
increased interest and the availability of the TsunamiReady option. Additionally, the last PRA 
renewal did not include the number of renewals we anticipated NOTE: the cost increased from 
$100 to $108 (a greater percentage of online applications, but renewals counted). The ROCIS 
system shows a previously approved cost of $0 due to the rounding off of cost when migrating 
the collection to ROCIS. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The individual pieces of information collected are not published.  The NWS maintains a Web 
page identifying the communities that are recognized as StormReady, TsunamiReady or 
StormReady/TsuamiReady. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The expiration date will be displayed on all application forms. 



18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
No exceptions identified. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



120 STAT. 2902 PUBLIC LAW 109–424—DEC. 20, 2006

Public Law 109–424
109th Congress

An Act
To authorize and strengthen the tsunami detection, forecast, warning, and mitigation

program of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, to be carried
out by the National Weather Service, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tsunami Warning and Education
Act’’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) The term ‘‘Administration’’ means the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration.
(2) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Administrator of

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—
(1) to improve tsunami detection, forecasting, warnings,

notification, outreach, and mitigation to protect life and prop-
erty in the United States;

(2) to enhance and modernize the existing Pacific Tsunami
Warning System to increase coverage, reduce false alarms,
and increase the accuracy of forecasts and warnings, and to
expand detection and warning systems to include other vulner-
able States and United States territories, including the Atlantic
Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico areas;

(3) to improve mapping, modeling, research, and assess-
ment efforts to improve tsunami detection, forecasting,
warnings, notification, outreach, mitigation, response, and
recovery;

(4) to improve and increase education and outreach activi-
ties and ensure that those receiving tsunami warnings and
the at-risk public know what to do when a tsunami is
approaching;

(5) to provide technical and other assistance to speed inter-
national efforts to establish regional tsunami warning systems
in vulnerable areas worldwide, including the Indian Ocean;
and

(6) to improve Federal, State, and international coordina-
tion for detection, warnings, and outreach for tsunami and
other coastal impacts.

33 USC 3202.

33 USC 3201.

33 USC 3201
note.

Tsunami
Warning and
Education Act.

Dec. 20, 2006
[H.R. 1674]
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SEC. 4. TSUNAMI FORECASTING AND WARNING PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, through the National
Weather Service and in consultation with other relevant Adminis-
tration offices, shall operate a program to provide tsunami detection,
forecasting, and warnings for the Pacific and Arctic Ocean regions
and for the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico
region.

(b) COMPONENTS.—The program under this section shall—
(1) include the tsunami warning centers established under

subsection (d);
(2) utilize and maintain an array of robust tsunami detec-

tion technologies;
(3) maintain detection equipment in operational condition

to fulfill the detection, forecasting, and warning requirements
of this Act;

(4) provide tsunami forecasting capability based on models
and measurements, including tsunami inundation models and
maps for use in increasing the preparedness of communities,
including through the TsunamiReady program;

(5) maintain data quality and management systems to
support the requirements of the program;

(6) include a cooperative effort among the Administration,
the United States Geological Survey, and the National Science
Foundation under which the Geological Survey and the
National Science Foundation shall provide rapid and reliable
seismic information to the Administration from international
and domestic seismic networks;

(7) provide a capability for the dissemination of warnings
to at-risk States and tsunami communities through rapid and
reliable notification to government officials and the public,
including utilization of and coordination with existing Federal
warning systems, including the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Weather Radio All Hazards Pro-
gram;

(8) allow, as practicable, for integration of tsunami detec-
tion technologies with other environmental observing tech-
nologies; and

(9) include any technology the Administrator considers
appropriate to fulfill the objectives of the program under this
section.
(c) SYSTEM AREAS.—The program under this section shall

operate—
(1) a Pacific tsunami warning system capable of forecasting

tsunami anywhere in the Pacific and Arctic Ocean regions
and providing adequate warnings; and

(2) an Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico
tsunami warning system capable of forecasting tsunami and
providing adequate warnings in areas of the Atlantic Ocean,
Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico that are determined—

(A) to be geologically active, or to have significant
potential for geological activity; and

(B) to pose significant risks of tsunami for States along
the coastal areas of the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea,
or Gulf of Mexico.

(d) TSUNAMI WARNING CENTERS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, through the National

Weather Service, shall maintain or establish—
Establishment.

33 USC 3203.
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(A) a Pacific Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii;
(B) a West Coast and Alaska Tsunami Warning Center

in Alaska; and
(C) any additional forecast and warning centers deter-

mined by the National Weather Service to be necessary.
(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibilities of each tsunami

warning center shall include—
(A) continuously monitoring data from seismological,

deep ocean, and tidal monitoring stations;
(B) evaluating earthquakes that have the potential

to generate tsunami;
(C) evaluating deep ocean buoy data and tidal moni-

toring stations for indications of tsunami resulting from
earthquakes and other sources;

(D) disseminating forecasts and tsunami warning bul-
letins to Federal, State, and local government officials and
the public;

(E) coordinating with the tsunami hazard mitigation
program described in section 5 to ensure ongoing sharing
of information between forecasters and emergency manage-
ment officials; and

(F) making data gathered under this Act and post-
warning analyses conducted by the National Weather
Service or other relevant Administration offices available
to researchers.

(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this section, the National

Weather Service, in consultation with other relevant Adminis-
tration offices, shall—

(A) develop requirements for the equipment used to
forecast tsunami, which shall include provisions for multi-
purpose detection platforms, reliability and performance
metrics, and to the maximum extent practicable how the
equipment will be integrated with other United States
and global ocean and coastal observation systems, the
global earth observing system of systems, global seismic
networks, and the Advanced National Seismic System;

(B) develop and execute a plan for the transfer of
technology from ongoing research described in section 6
into the program under this section; and

(C) ensure that maintaining operational tsunami detec-
tion equipment is the highest priority within the program
carried out under this Act.
(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(A) Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the National Weather Service, in consultation
with other relevant Administration offices, shall transmit
to Congress a report on how the tsunami forecast system
under this section will be integrated with other United
States and global ocean and coastal observation systems,
the global earth observing system of systems, global seismic
networks, and the Advanced National Seismic System.

(B) Not later than 3 years after the date of enactment
of this Act, the National Weather Service, in consultation
with other relevant Administration offices, shall transmit
a report to Congress on how technology developed under
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120 STAT. 2905PUBLIC LAW 109–424—DEC. 20, 2006

section 6 is being transferred into the program under this
section.

(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—When deploying and maintaining
tsunami detection technologies, the Administrator shall seek the
assistance and assets of other appropriate Federal agencies.

(g) ANNUAL EQUIPMENT CERTIFICATION.—At the same time Con-
gress receives the budget justification documents in support of
the President’s annual budget request for each fiscal year, the
Administrator shall transmit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Science of the House of Representatives a certification that—

(1) identifies the tsunami detection equipment deployed
pursuant to this Act, as of December 31 of the preceding cal-
endar year;

(2) certifies which equipment is operational as of December
31 of the preceding calendar year;

(3) in the case of any piece of such equipment that is
not operational as of such date, identifies that equipment and
describes the mitigation strategy that is in place—

(A) to repair or replace that piece of equipment within
a reasonable period of time; or

(B) to otherwise ensure adequate tsunami detection
coverage;
(4) identifies any equipment that is being developed or

constructed to carry out this Act but which has not yet been
deployed, if the Administration has entered into a contract
for that equipment prior to December 31 of the preceding
calendar year, and provides a schedule for the deployment
of that equipment; and

(5) certifies that the Administrator expects the equipment
described in paragraph (4) to meet the requirements, cost,
and schedule provided in that contract.
(h) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATIONS.—The Administrator shall

notify the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives within 30 days of—

(1) impaired regional forecasting capabilities due to equip-
ment or system failures; and

(2) significant contractor failures or delays in completing
work associated with the tsunami forecasting and warning
system.
(i) REPORT.—Not later than January 31, 2010, the Comptroller

General of the United States shall transmit a report to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science of the House of Representatives
that—

(1) evaluates the current status of the tsunami detection,
forecasting, and warning system and the tsunami hazard miti-
gation program established under this Act, including progress
toward tsunami inundation mapping of all coastal areas vulner-
able to tsunami and whether there has been any degradation
of services as a result of the expansion of the program;

(2) evaluates the National Weather Service’s ability to
achieve continued improvements in the delivery of tsunami
detection, forecasting, and warning services by assessing poli-
cies and plans for the evolution of modernization systems,

Deadline.
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models, and computational abilities (including the adoption of
new technologies); and

(3) lists the contributions of funding or other resources
to the program by other Federal agencies, particularly agencies
participating in the program.
(j) EXTERNAL REVIEW.—The Administrator shall enter into an

arrangement with the National Academy of Sciences to review
the tsunami detection, forecast, and warning program established
under this Act to assess further modernization and coverage needs,
as well as long-term operational reliability issues, taking into
account measures implemented under this Act. The review shall
also include an assessment of how well the forecast equipment
has been integrated into other United States and global ocean
and coastal observation systems and the global earth observing
system of systems. Not later than 2 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall transmit a report con-
taining the National Academy of Sciences’ recommendations, the
Administrator’s responses to the recommendations, including those
where the Administrator disagrees with the Academy, a timetable
to implement the accepted recommendations, and the cost of imple-
menting all the Academy’s recommendations, to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Science of the House of Representatives.

(k) REPORT.—Not later than 3 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall establish a process for
monitoring and certifying contractor performance in carrying out
the requirements of any contract to construct or deploy tsunami
detection equipment, including procedures and penalties to be
imposed in cases of significant contractor failure or negligence.

SEC. 5. NATIONAL TSUNAMI HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, through the National
Weather Service and in consultation with other relevant Adminis-
tration offices, shall conduct a community-based tsunami hazard
mitigation program to improve tsunami preparedness of at-risk
areas in the United States and its territories.

(b) COORDINATING COMMITTEE.—In conducting the program
under this section, the Administrator shall establish a coordinating
committee comprising representatives of Federal, State, local, and
tribal government officials. The Administrator may establish sub-
committees to address region-specific issues. The committee shall—

(1) recommend how funds appropriated for carrying out
the program under this section will be allocated;

(2) ensure that areas described in section 4(c) in the United
States and its territories can have the opportunity to participate
in the program;

(3) provide recommendations to the National Weather
Service on how to improve the TsunamiReady program, particu-
larly on ways to make communities more tsunami resilient
through the use of inundation maps and other mitigation prac-
tices; and

(4) ensure that all components of the program are
integrated with ongoing hazard warning and risk management
activities, emergency response plans, and mitigation programs
in affected areas, including integrating information to assist
in tsunami evacuation route planning.

Establishment.

33 USC 3204.

Deadline.
Reports.
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(c) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—The program under this section
shall—

(1) use inundation models that meet a standard of accuracy
defined by the Administration to improve the quality and extent
of inundation mapping, including assessment of vulnerable
inner coastal and nearshore areas, in a coordinated and
standardized fashion to maximize resources and the utility
of data collected;

(2) promote and improve community outreach and edu-
cation networks and programs to ensure community readiness,
including the development of comprehensive coastal risk and
vulnerability assessment training and decision support tools,
implementation of technical training and public education pro-
grams, and providing for certification of prepared communities;

(3) integrate tsunami preparedness and mitigation pro-
grams into ongoing hazard warning and risk management
activities, emergency response plans, and mitigation programs
in affected areas, including integrating information to assist
in tsunami evacuation route planning;

(4) promote the adoption of tsunami warning and mitiga-
tion measures by Federal, State, tribal, and local governments
and nongovernmental entities, including educational programs
to discourage development in high-risk areas; and

(5) provide for periodic external review of the program.
(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this section shall be construed

to require a change in the chair of any existing tsunami hazard
mitigation program subcommittee.
SEC. 6. TSUNAMI RESEARCH PROGRAM.

The Administrator shall, in consultation with other agencies
and academic institutions, and with the coordinating committee
established under section 5(b), establish or maintain a tsunami
research program to develop detection, forecast, communication,
and mitigation science and technology, including advanced sensing
techniques, information and communication technology, data collec-
tion, analysis, and assessment for tsunami tracking and numerical
forecast modeling. Such research program shall—

(1) consider other appropriate research to mitigate the
impact of tsunami;

(2) coordinate with the National Weather Service on tech-
nology to be transferred to operations;

(3) include social science research to develop and assess
community warning, education, and evacuation materials; and

(4) ensure that research and findings are available to the
scientific community.

SEC. 7. GLOBAL TSUNAMI WARNING AND MITIGATION NETWORK.

(a) INTERNATIONAL TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—The Adminis-
trator, through the National Weather Service and in consultation
with other relevant Administration offices, in coordination with
other members of the United States Interagency Committee of
the National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program, shall provide
technical assistance and training to the Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission, the World Meteorological Organization, and
other international entities, as part of international efforts to
develop a fully functional global tsunami forecast and warning
system comprising regional tsunami warning networks, modeled
on the International Tsunami Warning System of the Pacific.

33 USC 3206.

33 USC 3205.
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(b) INTERNATIONAL TSUNAMI INFORMATION CENTER.—The
Administrator, through the National Weather Service and in con-
sultation with other relevant Administration offices, in cooperation
with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, shall
operate an International Tsunami Information Center to improve
tsunami preparedness for all Pacific Ocean nations participating
in the International Tsunami Warning System of the Pacific, and
may also provide such assistance to other nations participating
in a global tsunami warning system established through the Inter-
governmental Oceanographic Commission. As part of its responsibil-
ities around the world, the Center shall—

(1) monitor international tsunami warning activities
around the world;

(2) assist member states in establishing national warning
systems, and make information available on current tech-
nologies for tsunami warning systems;

(3) maintain a library of materials to promulgate knowledge
about tsunami in general and for use by the scientific commu-
nity; and

(4) disseminate information, including educational mate-
rials and research reports.
(c) DETECTION EQUIPMENT; TECHNICAL ADVICE AND TRAINING.—

In carrying out this section, the National Weather Service—
(1) shall give priority to assisting nations in identifying

vulnerable coastal areas, creating inundation maps, obtaining
or designing real-time detection and reporting equipment, and
establishing communication and warning networks and contact
points in each vulnerable nation;

(2) may establish a process for transfer of detection and
communication technology to affected nations for the purposes
of establishing the international tsunami warning system; and

(3) shall provide technical and other assistance to support
international tsunami programs.
(d) DATA-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—The National Weather

Service, when deciding to provide assistance under this section,
may take into consideration the data sharing policies and practices
of nations proposed to receive such assistance, with a goal to encour-
age all nations to support full and open exchange of data.

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Administrator
to carry out this Act—

(1) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2008, of which—
(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount appropriated

shall be for the tsunami hazard mitigation program under
section 5; and

(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami research program under section
6;
(2) $26,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, of which—

(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami hazard mitigation program under
section 5; and

(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami research program under section
6;
(3) $27,000,000 for fiscal year 2010, of which—

33 USC 3207.
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Æ

(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami hazard mitigation program under
section 5; and

(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami research program under section
6;
(4) $28,000,000 for fiscal year 2011, of which—

(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami hazard mitigation program under
section 5; and

(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami research program under section
6; and
(5) $29,000,000 for fiscal year 2012, of which—

(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami hazard mitigation program under
section 5; and

(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami research program under section
6.

Approved December 20, 2006.
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Dated: January 6, 2009. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E9–273 Filed 1–9–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; StormReady and 
TsunamiReady/StormReady 
Application Forms 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 13, 2009. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 7845, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Donna Franklin, 301–713– 
0090 ext 141 or 
Donna.Franklin@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
StormReady and TsunamiReady are 

voluntary programs offered to provide 
guidance and incentive to officials who 
wish to improve their hazardous 
weather operations—not only the 
equipment needed for reception of 
hazardous weather warnings, but overall 
planning, education and awareness. 
Applicants will use the StormReady 
Application form and TsunamiReady/ 
StormReady Application form to apply 
for initial StormReady or 
TsunamiReady/StormReady recognition 
and renewal of that recognition every 
three years; thus, a typical StormReady 
community would use this form 3 times 
every 10 years. The government will use 
the information collected by application 
to determine whether a community has 

met all of the guidelines, e.g. for 
community preparedness and local 
warning dissemination, to receive 
StormReady and/or TsunamiReady 
recognition. 

II. Method of Collection 

Applications will be submitted on 
paper (faxed or mailed) or 
electronically. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0419. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: State, local, or tribal 

government. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

120. 
Estimated Time per Response: Two 

hours. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 240. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $120 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 6, 2009. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E9–275 Filed 1–9–09; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) and 
Related Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 13, 2009. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 7845, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jason Rueter, (727) 824–5350 
or Jason.Rueter@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) authorizes the 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council (Council) to prepare and amend 
fishery management plans for any 
fishery in waters under its jurisdiction. 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) manages the reef fish fishery in 
the waters of the Gulf of Mexico under 
the Reef Fish Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP). The regulations implementing 
the FMP appear at 50 CFR part 622, and 
regulations at 50 CFR part 697 and 
subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 also 
pertain. The corresponding regulations 
established a mandatory VMS 
requirement. 

The Reef Fish FMP contains several 
area-specific regulations where fishing 
is restricted or prohibited in order to 
protect habitat or spawning 
aggregations, or to reduce fishing 
pressure in areas that are heavily fished. 
Unlike size, bag, and trip limits, where 
the catch can be monitored onshore 
when a vessel returns to port, area 
restrictions require at-sea enforcement. 
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Application Form 
OMB Control # 0648-0419 


Expires 06/30/2009 
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Community Information 


County/City/Town  Population  


Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 


Name  Name  


Office  Office  


Title  Title  


Mailing 
Address 


 Mailing 
Address 


 


City  City  


State, ZIP  State, ZIP  


Phone  Phone  


e-mail  e-mail  


Guideline 1:                                                      Communications 


Location of 24-Hour Warning Point Location of Emergency Operations Center 


  
 
 
 
 
 


Verification Team General Notes: 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 


Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Donna Franklin, National Weather Service, 1325 East West Highway, 
Room 14456, Silver Spring, MD, 20910.  


Statement on confidentiality.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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Guideline 2:                               NWS Information Reception Equipment 


  Warning Point     # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif                   EOC                  # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


        NOAA Weather Radio (required if in range)          NOAA Weather Radio (required if in range)  


        NOAA Weather Wire (subscription)          NOAA Weather Wire (subscription)  


        EMWIN          EMWIN  


        Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)          Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)  


        Amateur Radio          Amateur Radio  


        Pagers* (warning reception)          Pagers* (warning reception)  


        Television (Local network or Cable TV)          Television (Local network or Cable TV)  


        Radio Station (AM/FM) - EAS Reception          Radio Station (AM/FM) - EAS Reception  


        NAWAS          NAWAS  


        Internet (subscription for alerts)______________      I   Internet (subscription for alerts)____________  


        Commercial Data Service_________________          Commercial Data Service_________________  


        Other*_________________________________          Other*________________________________  


        Other*_________________________________          Other*________________________________  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 3: Local Weather & Water Monitoring Equipment 


      Warning Point    # Required____    # Verif_____ Verif                   EOC                   # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


      Anemometer (Wind gauge)         Anemometer (Wind gauge)  


      Rain Gauge         Rain Gauge  


      River Gauge         River Gauge  


      Locally owned Radar         Locally owned Radar  


      Internet Radar Source _________________         Internet Radar Source ____________________  


      Internet Weather Station _______________         Internet Weather Station __________________  


      TV Radar Source_____________________         TV Radar Source________________________  


      Other* ______________________________         Other* _________________________________  


      Other* ______________________________         Other* _________________________________  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 4: Local Warning Dissemination 


      Warning Point    # Required____    # Verif_____ Verified                EOC                         # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verified 


      Outdoor Warning Siren(s)         Outdoor Warning Siren(s)  


      Cable TV Override         Cable TV Override  


      Plan for Sirens on Emergency Vehicles         Plan for Sirens on Emergency Vehicles  


      Telephone Tree to Critical Facilities         Telephone Tree to Critical Facilities  


      Local Alert Broadcast System*         Local Alert Broadcast System*  


      Local Pager System* (dissemination)         Local Pager System* (dissemination)  


      Coordinated Area-Wide Radio Network*         Coordinated Area-Wide Radio Network*  


      Local Flood Warning System*         Local Flood Warning System*  


      Other*_____________________________         Other*________________________________  


      Other*_____________________________         Other*________________________________  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Local Government-Owned Buildings in Which Public Traffic is Common 


 
Office 


 
Location or Address 


Tone Alert  NOAA 
Weather Radio 


 
Verif 


 
Comments 


Warning Point     


EOC     


City Hall     


School Superintendent     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 5:                                   Community Preparedness 


                                                                    Annual Safety Talks                       # Required_____    # Verif_____ 


            Date Topic Location Speaker 


1     


2     


3     


4     


5     


List any additional safety talks on a separate sheet 


Weather Radio Purchase Program 


Has your community/county developed a program to subsidize the purchase of Specific Area Message 
Encoder (SAME) equipped Weather Radios for its citizens?   (Not required)  Yes_____     No______ 


If yes, provide details: 


 


 


Other Community Preparedness Activities 


            Date Activity Location Organizer 


1     


2     


3     


4     


5     


List any additional activities on a separate sheet 
Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 6:                              Administrative Tools/Record keeping  Verif  Renewal Year


Formal Hazardous Weather Operations Plan 
 Procedure for reporting storm damage to the local National Weather 


Service Office in real-time 
 EOC Activation Procedures 
 Spotter Activation Criteria 
 Local Warning System(s) Activation Criteria 


 
 


  


Warning Point personnel has authority to activate Warning System (written)     


Spotter Roster and Training Record        


Last Visit by Emergency Manager to NWS Office            Biennial  


Last Visit by NWS Officials to Community            Annual  


Last NWS Spotter Training for Spotters and Dispatchers            Biennial  


Last NWS Spotter Training Hosted/Co-Hosted (For populations >40,000)           Annual    


Exercises Topic(s):    Date:  Date: 
Date: 


List any additional descriptions, narratives, or documentation on a separate sheet 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Signature of Applying Official 


Application Submitted by: (print name): 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


NWS Personnel Receiving Application (print name): 


Date Received: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Site Verification Team Signatures 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Signature in Renewal Year 


Application Submitted by: (print name): 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


NWS Personnel Receiving Application (print name): 


Date Received: 
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Community Information 


County/City/Town  Population  


Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 


Name  Name  


Office  Office  


Title  Title  


Mailing 
Address 


 Mailing 
Address 


 


City  City  


State; ZIP  State; ZIP  


Phone  Phone  


e-mail  e-mail  


Guideline 1:                                                      Communications 


Location of 24-Hour Warning Point Location of Emergency Operations Center 


  
 
 
 
 
 


Verification Team General Notes: 


 


 


 


 


  


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Donna Franklin, National Weather Service, 1325 East West Highway, 
Room 14456, Silver Spring, MD, 20910.   
 
Statement on confidentiality.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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Guideline 2:                               NWS Information Reception Equipment 


  Warning Point         # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif       EOC               # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


   NOAA Weather Radio (Required if in range)     NOAA Weather Radio (Required if in range)  


  NOAA Weather Wire (Subscription)    NOAA Weather Wire (Subscription)  


 EMWIN     EMWIN  


  Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)    Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)  


   Amateur Radio    Amateur Radio  


   Pagers* (Warning reception) ______     Pagers* (Warning reception)______  


    Television (Local network or cable TV)    Television (Local network or Cable TV)  


   Radio (AM/FM) - EAS reception     Radio (AM/FM) - EAS Reception  


    NAWAS     NAWAS  


   Internet (Subscription for alerts) ____________    Internet (Subscription for alerts) ____________  


    Commercial Data Service_________________     Commercial Data Service________________  


    Other*_________________________________    Other*________________________________  


   Other*_________________________________    Other*________________________________  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas.
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Guideline 3: Local Warning Dissemination 


     Warning Point      # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif       EOC                   # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


   Outdoor Warning Siren(s)     Outdoor Warning Siren(s)  


  Cable TV Override     Cable TV Override  


   Plan for Sirens on Emergency Vehicles     Plan for Sirens on Emergency Vehicles  


   Local Alert Broadcast System*     Local Alert Broadcast System*  


   Local Pager System* (For dissemination)    Local Pager System* (For dissemination)  


  Telephone Tree to Critical Facilities     Telephone Tree to Critical Facilities*  


   Coordinated Area-Wide Radio Network*    Coordinated Area-Wide Radio Network*  


   Local Flood Warning System*    Local Flood Warning System*  


   Other*_____________________________    Other*________________________________  


 Other*_____________________________    Other*________________________________  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Local Government-Owned Buildings in Which Public Traffic is Common 


 
Office 


 
Location or Address 


Tone Alert  NOAA 
Weather Radio 


 
Verif 


 
Comments 


Warning Point     


EOC     


City Hall     


School Superintendent     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 4:                                   Community Preparedness 


                                                                         Annual Safety Talks               # Required_____    # Verif_____ 


            Date Topic Location Speaker 


1     


2     


3     


4     


5     


List any additional safety talks on a separate sheet 


Community Tsunami Awareness Program Verif 


Designate/establish tsunami shelter/area in safe zone.  


Designate tsunami evacuation areas and evacuation routes, and install evacuation route signs.  


Provide written, locally specific tsunami hazard response material to public.  


Encourage schools to implement a tsunami hazard curriculum, practice evacuations, and provide safety material 
to staff and students. 


 


Number of annual tsunami awareness campaigns:___________________________________  


Weather Radio Purchase Program 


Has your community/county developed a program to subsidize the purchase of Specific Area Message Encoder (SAME) 
equipped Weather Radios for its citizens?   (Not required)  Yes_____     No______ 


If yes, provide details: 


 


Other Community Preparedness Activities 


            Date Activity Location Organizer 


1     


2     


3     


List any additional activities on a separate sheet 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 5:                    Administrative Tools/Record Keeping  Verif  Renewal 


Formal Tsunami Hazard and Hazardous Weather Operations Plan 
• Procedure for reporting storm/tsunami damage to the local National 


Weather Service Office in real-time 
• EOC Activation Procedures 
• Spotter Activation Criteria 
• Local Warning System(s) Activation Criteria 


Yes    
Yes 


 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes  


 
 
 


 
 


 
 


Yes    
Yes 


 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 


Warning Point personnel has authority to activate Warning System (written) Yes  
 Yes 


Spotter Roster and Training Record Yes  
 Yes 


Last Visit by Emergency Manager to NWS Office  Biennial  


Last Visit by NWS Officials to Community  Annual  


Last NWS Spotter Training for Spotters and Dispatchers  Biennial  


Last NWS Spotter Training Hosted/Co-Hosted (For populations >40,000)   Annual  


Exercises Topic(s):    Date:  Date: 


List any additional descriptions, narratives, or documentation on a separate sheet 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


 


Signature of Applying Official 


Application Submitted by (print name): 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


NWS Personnel Receiving Application (print name): 


Date Received: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Site Verification Team Signatures 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


 
Signature in Renewal Year 


Application Submitted by: (print name): 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


NWS Personnel Receiving Application (print name): 


Date Received: 
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Community Information 


County/City/Town  Population  


Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 


Name  Name  


Office  Office  


Title  Title  


Mailing 
Address 


 Mailing 
Address 


 


City  City  


State; ZIP  State; ZIP  


Phone  Phone  


e-mail  e-mail  


Guideline 1:                                                      Communications 


Location of 24-Hour Warning Point Location of Emergency Operations Center 


  
 
 
 
 
 


Verification Team General Notes: 


 


 


 


 


  


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Donna Franklin, National Weather Service, 1325 East West Highway, 
Room 14456, Silver Spring, MD, 20910.   
 
Statement on confidentiality.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 







Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration 
National Weather Service 


 


Application Form 
OMB Control # 0648-0419 


Expires 06/30/2009 


 


 
   Page 2 


Guideline 2:                               NWS Information Reception Equipment 


  Warning Point         # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif       EOC               # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


   NOAA Weather Radio (Required if in range)     NOAA Weather Radio (Required if in range)  


  NOAA Weather Wire (Subscription)    NOAA Weather Wire (Subscription)  


 EMWIN     EMWIN  


  Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)    Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)  


   Amateur Radio    Amateur Radio  


   Pagers* (Warning reception) ______     Pagers* (Warning reception)______  


    Television (Local network or cable TV)    Television (Local network or Cable TV)  


   Radio (AM/FM) - EAS reception     Radio (AM/FM) - EAS Reception  


    NAWAS     NAWAS  


   Internet (Subscription for alerts) ____________    Internet (Subscription for alerts) ____________  


    Commercial Data Service_________________     Commercial Data Service________________  


    Other*_________________________________    Other*________________________________  


   Other*_________________________________    Other*________________________________  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas.







Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration 
National Weather Service 


 


Application Form 
OMB Control # 0648-0419 


Expires 06/30/2009 


 


 
   Page 3 


 


Guideline 3: Local Weather & Water Monitoring Equipment 


     Warning Point     # Required_____   # Verif_____ Verif       EOC                         # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


  NOAA Weather Radio (Required if in range)     NOAA Weather Radio (Required if in range)  


  NOAA Weather Wire (Subscription)    NOAA Weather Wire (Subscription)  


 EMWIN     EMWIN  


  Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)    Law Enforcement Teletype (LETS)  


  Amateur Radio    Amateur Radio  


  Pagers* (Warning reception) ______     Pagers* (Warning reception)______  


  Television (Local network or cable TV)    Television (Local network or Cable TV)  


  Radio (AM/FM) - EAS reception     Radio (AM/FM) - EAS Reception  


  NAWAS     NAWAS  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 4: Local Warning Dissemination 


     Warning Point      # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif       EOC                   # Required_____    # Verif_____ Verif 


   Outdoor Warning Siren(s)     Outdoor Warning Siren(s)  


  Cable TV Override     Cable TV Override  


   Plan for Sirens on Emergency Vehicles     Plan for Sirens on Emergency Vehicles  


   Local Alert Broadcast System*     Local Alert Broadcast System*  


   Local Pager System* (For dissemination)    Local Pager System* (For dissemination)  


  Telephone Tree to Critical Facilities     Telephone Tree to Critical Facilities*  


   Coordinated Area-Wide Radio Network*    Coordinated Area-Wide Radio Network*  


   Local Flood Warning System*    Local Flood Warning System*  


   Other*_____________________________    Other*________________________________  


 Other*_____________________________    Other*________________________________  


List any additional capabilities on a separate sheet 


*Capabilities needing explanation: 


 


 


 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Local Government-Owned Buildings in Which Public Traffic is Common 


 
Office 


 
Location or Address 


Tone Alert  NOAA 
Weather Radio 


 
Verif 


 
Comments 


Warning Point     


EOC     


City Hall     


School Superintendent     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


     


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 5:                                   Community Preparedness 


                                                                         Annual Safety Talks               # Required_____    # Verif_____ 


            Date Topic Location Speaker 


1     


2     


3     


4     


5     


List any additional safety talks on a separate sheet 


Community Tsunami Awareness Program Verif 


Designate/establish tsunami shelter/area in safe zone.  


Designate tsunami evacuation areas and evacuation routes, and install evacuation route signs.  


 Provide written, locally specific tsunami hazard response material to public.  


 Encourage schools to implement a tsunami hazard curriculum, practice evacuations, and provide safety 
material to staff and students. 


 


Number of annual tsunami awareness campaigns:___________________________________  


Weather Radio Purchase Program 


Has your community/county developed a program to subsidize the purchase of Specific Area Message Encoder (SAME) 
equipped Weather Radios for its citizens?   (Not required)  Yes_____     No______ 


If yes, provide details: 


 


Other Community Preparedness Activities 


            Date Activity Location Organizer 


1     


2     


3     


List any additional activities on a separate sheet 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Guideline 6:                    Administrative Tools/Record Keeping  Verif  Renewal 


Formal Tsunami Hazard and Hazardous Weather Operations Plan 
• Procedure for reporting storm/tsunami damage to the local National 


Weather Service Office in real-time 
• EOC Activation Procedures 
• Spotter Activation Criteria 
• Local Warning System(s) Activation Criteria 


Yes    
Yes 


 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes  


 
 
 


 
 


 
 


Yes    
Yes 


 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 


Warning Point personnel has authority to activate Warning System (written) Yes  
 Yes 


Spotter Roster and Training Record Yes  
 Yes 


Last Visit by Emergency Manager to NWS Office  Biennial  


Last Visit by NWS Officials to Community  Annual  


Last NWS Spotter Training for Spotters and Dispatchers  Biennial  


Last NWS Spotter Training Hosted/Co-Hosted (For populations >40,000)   Annual  


Exercises Date:  Date: Date: 


List any additional descriptions, narratives, or documentation on a separate sheet 


Verification Team Notes: 


 


 


 


Renewal Comments: 


 


 Date: Initials: 


 


Signature of Applying Official 


Application Submitted by (print name): 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


NWS Personnel Receiving Application (print name): 


Date Received: 


Note: Please do not write in shaded areas. 
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Site Verification Team Signatures 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


Print Name: 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


 
Signature in Renewal Year 


Application Submitted by: (print name): 


Office: Title: 


Signature: Date: 


NWS Personnel Receiving Application (print name): 


Date Received: 
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