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 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ALASKA PACIFIC HALIBUT AND SABLEFISH FISHERIES: 

INDIVIDUAL FISHING QUOTA (IFQ) COST RECOVERY 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0398 

 
 
This request is for extension of this information collection; although this collection will be 
removed and replaced by a new cost recovery program in the near future.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) and National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) manage fishing for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis) through regulations 
established under the authority of the Convention between the United States Halibut Fishery of 
the Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea (Convention) and the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 
1982 (Halibut Act).  The North Pacific Fisheries Management Council manages the fixed gear 
Pacific halibut Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program. 
 
NMFS Alaska Region administers the IFQ Program (see OMB Control No. 0648-0272) in the 
North Pacific.  The IFQ Programs are limited-access systems authorized by the Magnuson–
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. (Magnuson–Stevens 
Act), as amended in 2006 and the Halibut Act.   
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The IFQ Cost Recovery Program incorporates the following elements designed to minimize 
negative impacts on small entities. 
 
 ♦ The fee applies only to IFQ halibut and sablefish landings, and not to all species landed 

by IFQ fishermen. 
 
 ♦ Fishermen may choose whether to use actual or standard ex-vessel value of their IFQ 

landings whenever possible. 
 
 ♦ Standard prices are primarily based on current year ex-vessel prices rather than previous 

year ex-vessel prices, and are refined to represent ex-vessel prices by species, by month, 
and by port-group. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/16/chapter-10/subchapter-IV
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A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
The purpose of the IFQ fee is to recover actual costs incurred in managing and enforcing the IFQ 
Program (75%) and to make funds available for Congress to appropriate for support of the North 
Pacific IFQ Loan Program (25%).   
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
An IFQ permit holder incurs a cost recovery fee liability for every pound of IFQ halibut and IFQ 
sablefish that is landed under his or her IFQ permit(s).  The IFQ permit holder is responsible for 
self-collecting the fee liability for all IFQ halibut and IFQ sablefish landings on his or her 
permit(s).  Fees must be collected at the time of a legal landing of halibut or sablefish, filing of a 
landing report, or sale of such fish during a fishing season or in the last quarter of the calendar 
year in which the fish is harvested.   
 
For purposes of calculating IFQ cost recovery fees, NMFS distinguishes between two types of 
ex-vessel value: actual and standard.  Actual ex-vessel value is the amount of all compensation, 
monetary or non-monetary, that an IFQ permit holder received as payment for his or her IFQ 
fish.  Standard exvessel value is the default value on which to base fee liability calculations. 
IFQ permit holders have the option of using actual ex-vessel value if they can satisfactorily 
document it; otherwise, the standard ex-vessel value is used.  NMFS annually sets a fee 
percentage for sablefish and halibut IFQ holders that is based on the actual annual costs 
associated with certain management and enforcement functions, as well as the standard ex-vessel 
value of the catch subject to the IFQ fee for the current year.  
 
a.  IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report (Buyer Report). 
 
An IFQ Registered Buyer that also operates as a shoreside processor and receives and purchases 
IFQ landings of sablefish or halibut must submit annually a complete IFQ Buyer Report for each 
reporting period in which the Registered Buyer receives IFQ fish.  The Buyer Report is due to 
NMFS no later than October 15 following the reporting period in which the Registered Buyer 
receives the IFQ fish. 
 
Through this report, Registered Buyers provide monthly IFQ landings information and value 
paid to IFQ permit holders for those landings.  This information enables NMFS to establish 
annual standard ex-vessel values for halibut and sablefish based on the location (regionality) and 
timing (seasonality) of the landings.  
 
IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel Volume and Value Report 
Block A.  Identification of Registered Buyer 
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 If Registered Buyer performed shoreside activity during the current IFQ fishing year, continue.    
  If NO, stop, you are not required to submit this report 
 Name and NMFS person ID number  
 Registered buyer permit number 
 Taxpayer ID (employer ID number or social security number) 
 Business mailing address, indicate whether business address is permanent or temporary 
 Business telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address (if any) 
 Facility or vessel location (port location)  
Block B.  Pounds purchased and value report 
 Halibut  
  Pounds purchased (headed/gutted) 
  Total gross ex-vessel value paid 
 Sablefish 
  Pounds purchased (round weight) 
  Total gross ex-vessel value paid 
Block C.  Certification 

Printed name and signature of IFQ Registered Buyer and date signed 
If representative, attach authorization 

 
Miscellaneous cost is changed to 0 because this report must be submitted online.   
 

IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report, 
Respondent 
Number of respondents 
Total annual responses = 1 
Total burden time  
   Estimated time per response = 2 hours 
Total personnel cost  
Total miscellaneous cost (0) 
      Submit online 

125 
125 

250 hr 
 

$7,100 
0 

 
IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report, 
Federal Government 
Total annual responses 
Total time burden  
   Estimated time per response = 0 (online) 
Total personnel cost  
Total miscellaneous cost 

125 
0 

 
0 
0 

 
b.  IFQ Permit Holder Fee Submission  
 
An IFQ permit holder who holds an active IFQ permit (a permit against which a landing was 
made) must submit to NMFS a complete IFQ permit holder Fee Submission Form.  After each 
IFQ fishing year, NMFS will provide to each IFQ permit holder an IFQ Landing Summary and 
Estimated Fee Liability page.  The IFQ permit holder must either accept the accuracy of the 
NMFS estimated fee liability associated with his or her IFQ landings for each IFQ permit, or 
calculate a revised IFQ fee liability.  The IFQ permit holder may calculate a revised fee liability 
for all or part of his or her IFQ landings. 
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The IFQ permit holder must submit a complete IFQ permit holder Fee Submission Form and 
payment to NMFS not later than January 31 following the calendar year in which the IFQ 
landings were made.  NMFS will provide the permit holder with a summary of fees due for all of 
his or her IFQ permits, such that the permit holder may pay the total amount due on one IFQ fee 
submission form.   
 
NMFS collects IFQ cost recovery fees at the end of a year to recover costs incurred by the 
agency for IFQ Program management in that same year.  An IFQ permit holder incurs a cost 
recovery fee liability for every pound of IFQ halibut and IFQ sablefish that is landed on his or 
her IFQ permit(s).  The IFQ permit holder is responsible for self-collecting the fee liability for all 
IFQ halibut and IFQ sablefish landings on his or her permit(s).  The fee liability is based on the 
sum of all payments made to fishermen for the sale of the fish during the year.  This includes any 
retro-payments (e.g., bonuses, delayed partial payments, post-season payments) made to the IFQ 
permit holder for previously landed IFQ halibut or sablefish. 
 
There are four ways to pay the IFQ fee: 
 
 ♦ Pay ONLINE (https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/ifqaccounts/Login) via credit 

card or check.  If paid online, the fee form is not submitted.   
 
 ♦ Fill out the Fee Submission form and mail or courier the form with a check or money 

order made payable to: 
     NMFS  
  NOAA Fisheries - OMI 
  P.O. Box 21668 
  Juneau, AK 99802-1668  
 
 ♦ Call RAM at: (800) 304-4846 (#5) or (907) 586-7202 (#5).  In cases of credit card 

payment, the transaction may be done over the telephone and a fee form is not submitted.    
 
 ♦ Prepayment of fees.  NMFS also provides an option for participants to pay amounts 

during the fishing year toward the fee.  The summary which NMFS provides, in this case, 
would also show the amounts paid and the amount still due, if any. 

 
IFQ Permit Holder Fee Submission Form 
Block A.  Overpayment 
If estimated Abalance due@ is less than zero (deficit), select one of the following options: 
 Apply overpayment to future fee liabilities or 
 Issue Refund 
Block B.  Identification of IFQ permit holder 
 Name and NMFS Person ID of IFQ permit holder 
 Tax ID (Social Security Number or Employer ID Number 
 Business mailing address, telephone number, FAX number and e-mail address (if any) 
 Indicate if business mailing address is permanent or temporary  
Block C.  Agreement with IFQ Fee Liability Summary 

If agree with indicated IFQ fee liability summary, date and sign in Block D and complete Block E 
If NO, complete Block F (Fee Calculation) 

https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/ifqaccounts/Login
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Block D.  Signature 
Printed name and signature of IFQ Permit Holder and date signed 
If Authorized Agent, attach authorization 

Block E.  Method of Payment 
Indicate whether paying by personal check, cashier’s check or money order 
If paying by check, ensure check is signed 
If paying for multiple permit holders, attach all completed and signed Fee Submission Forms 
If paying by credit card, indicate  

Charge card type 
Card number  
Expiration Date 
Amount of payment 
Name as Printed on card 
Signature of card holder 
Date signed 

 
If the IFQ permit holder decides to calculate a revised fee liability for all or part of his or her IFQ 
landings, NMFS may request in writing that a permit holder submit documentation establishing 
the factual basis for a revised IFQ fee liability, the permit holder must submit adequate 
documentation by the 30th day after the date of such request.  Examples of such documentation 
regarding initial sales transactions of IFQ landings include valid fish tickets, sales receipts, or 
check stubs that clearly identify the IFQ landing amount, species, date, time, and ex-vessel value 
or price. 
 
Block F.  Fee Calculation (if disagree with NMFS summary) 
 Permit number(s) 
 Date of landing  
 Port location 
 IFQ pounds 
 Standard ex-vessel price and Actual ex-vessel price 
 Total  
 Ex-vessel Value Total 
 Total Adjustments (retros, bonuses) 
 Subtotal   
 Fee liability  
 Pre-payments or Credits (if any)  
 Balance Due  
 Enclosed payment amount 
 
Miscellaneous cost is changed to 0 because this report must be submitted online.   
 

IFQ Fee Submission Form, Respondent 
Number of respondents 
Total annual responses  = 1 
Total burden time = 2 hr 
Total personnel cost  (5676 hr x $25/hr) 
Total miscellaneous cost  
   Submit online = 0 

2,838 
2,838 

5,676 hr 
$141,900 

$0 

 
IFQ Fee Submission Form, Federal Government  

Total annual responses 2,838 
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Total time burden  
   Submitted online = 0 
Total personnel cost  
Total miscellaneous cost 

0 hr 
 

$0 
$0 

 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information.  NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the 
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
An IFQ Permit holder may submit fee payment and the value and volume report by mail, courier, 
credit card over the telephone, or online at  https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login. 
Collecting information and payment online benefits both the IFQ Permit holder and NMFS by 
providing a more efficient and accurate method and by allowing NMFS to have the information 
entered directly into the database. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
No duplication exists with other information collections 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This action directly affects two types of small entities as defined by the Small Business 
Administration:  IFQ Registered Buyers who operate as shoreside processors and purchase IFQ 
halibut or sablefish from IFQ permit holders, and halibut and sablefish IFQ permit holders.  Six 
CDQ groups are small entities.  This information collection does not impose a significant impact 
on small entities. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
If the IFQ fee were not conducted, recovery of actual costs incurred in managing and enforcing 
the IFQ Program would not be made.  Also, funds would not be available for Congress to 
appropriate for support of the North Pacific IFQ Loan Program.   NMFS requires submittal of the 
fee and Fee Submission Form on an annual basis, which is the minimum amount of time required 
to support the IFQ Program.   

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
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An IFQ Registered Buyer that also operates as a shoreside processor and receives and purchases 
IFQ landings of sablefish or halibut must submit annually to NMFS a complete IFQ Registered 
Buyer Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report for each reporting period in which the Registered 
Buyer receives IFQ fish.  Through this report, Registered Buyers provide monthly IFQ landings 
information and value paid to IFQ permit holders for those landings.  NMFS uses this 
information to establish annual standard ex-vessel values for halibut and sablefish based on the 
location (regionality) and timing (seasonality) of the landings.  
 
If these two reports were not submitted, the IFQ Program could not proceed which would 
economically affect many small businesses. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on February 18, 2015 (80 FR 8619) solicited public 
comment.  Comment period ended April 20, 2015. 
 
A request for comments from respondents has gone out, and comments will be added when 
received. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payment or gift will be provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Data from ports are combined as necessary to protect confidentiality.  Confidential data means 
data that are identifiable with any person, accepted by the Secretary, and prohibited by law from 
being disclosed to the public.  
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The information collected is confidential under section 402 (b) of the Magnuson Act (16 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.)   It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets 
forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.   
 
An amended Privacy Act System of Records Notice, COMMERCE/NOAA System-19, Permits 
and Registrations for United States Federally Regulated Fisheries, was published for comment 
on August 7, 2015 (80 FR 47457) and will become effective on September 8, 2015. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Total estimated respondents:  2,963.  Total estimated responses:  2,963.  Total estimated burden 
hours:  5,926.  Total estimated personnel costs:  $149,000. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
Total miscellaneous costs:  $0, decreased from $898. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Total estimated burden hours:  0, decreased from 3,436.  Total estimated personnel costs:  $0, 
decreased from $85,150.   
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustment: Information is now submitted online, so that there are no remaining 
recordkeeping/reporting costs. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
NMFS publishes IFQ standard prices during the last quarter of each calendar year for use in the 
calculation of fees by individual IFQ participants.  NMFS calculates the standard prices to 
closely reflect the variations in the actual ex-vessel values of IFQ halibut and IFQ sablefish 
landings by month and port or port group. These standard prices are used, along with estimates 
of IFQ halibut and IFQ sablefish landings, to calculate standard values.   
 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
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Some of the information collected is tabulated and published in an Annual Report on IFQ Cost 
Recovery Program and annual list of current Standard Ex-vessel Prices (see  
http://209.112.168.2/ram/ifqreports.htm#fee.  Information tabulated may contain, but is not 
limited to the following:  Total amount of fees, ex-vessel values and landings, number of permit 
holders, number of permit holders using actual prices, number of permit holders using standard 
prices, and number and description of un-paid fees and payment disputes.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 

http://209.112.168.2/ram/ifqreports.htm%23fee
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Revised:  12/15/2014           OMB Control No. 0648-0398    Expiration Date:  08/31/2015 

 

IFQ Permit Holder 
Fee Submission Form 

U.S. Department of Commerce/NOAA 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Office of Operations & Management Division (OMD) 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska  99802-1668 
(800) 304-4846 toll free / (907) 586-7202 

 
Deadline:  Submit by January 31 following the calendar year in which any IFQ landing was made 

 

BLOCK A -- OVERPAYMENT 
If your estimated Balance Due is less than zero (deficit), you MUST select one of the following options:  
 
                   [     ] Apply Overpayment to Future Fee Liabilities  OR [      ] Issue Refund 
 
 

BLOCK B -- IDENTIFICATION OF IFQ PERMIT HOLDER 
1. Name of IFQ Permit Holder 
 

2. NMFS Person ID    
 
 
3.  Taxpayer ID (Employer ID No. or SSN) 
 
 
4.  Date of Birth or Date of Incorporation 
 
 

5. Business Mailing Address   (Indicate if this address is Permanent  [     ]    or    Temporary  [     ] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Business Telephone No. 
 
 

7. Business Fax No.   
 

8. Business E-mail Address (if any) 
 
 

 
BLOCK C -- AGREEMENT WITH IFQ FEE LIABILITY SUMMARY 

 
Check if you agree with your IFQ Fee Liability Summary [      ]  YES [      ]  NO 
 
If YES, please date and sign your name where designated in Block D, complete Block E, and mail this Fee Submission 
Form with your payment, or as indicated in Block E, in the envelope provided. 
 
If NO, complete Block F (Fee Calculation) using the fee calculation instructions and provide documentation to support 
your calculations.  
 
See pages 2 and 3 of the attached instructions for additional information. 
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BLOCK D – SIGNATURE 

1. Printed Name of IFQ Permit Holder or Authorized Representative 
 
 
2. Signature of IFQ Permit Holder or Authorized Representative 
 
 
 

3. Date 

 
BLOCK E -- METHOD OF PAYMENT 

 
 [     ] Personal Check [     ] Cashiers Check [     ] Money Order   
 
 Make payable to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
 
 REMINDER! Sign your check.  If paying for multiple permit holders, include their completed and signed Fee Submission Forms. 
 
 Charge to the following:   [     ]  Visa [     ]  Mastercard [     ]  American Express [     ]  Discover      
   
Card No: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date:  ___________________________________ Card Validation Code (CVC) ______________________ 
 
Amount of Payment: ________________   Name as Printed on Card:  ________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Card Holder: _________________________________________________  Date: ____________________ 
 

NMFS does not send verification of payment and strongly recommends you retain copies for your records. 
 
 

STOP! 
 

Have you completed BLOCK E and included payment of your IFQ FEE? 
 

Have you made a copy of your Fee Submission Form and check/money order for your records? 
 
 

Note: You must submit adequate documentation supporting your revised fee liability.  
Examples of such documentation include valid fish tickets, sales receipts, or check stubs that 
clearly identify the IFQ landing amount, species, date, time, and ex-vessel value or price. 
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 BLOCK F – FEE CALCULATION 

Permit 
Number 

Date of 
Landing Port Location IFQ Pounds 

GAF 
Pounds 

(Use 
standard 

price only) 

Standard  
Ex-vessel 

Price 

Actual  
Ex-vessel 

Price 
Total 

Sample 3/20/2005 Sitka 5000   $2.20 $11,000 
1.        

2.        

3.        

4.        

5.        

6.        

7.        

8.        

9.        

10.        

11.        

12.        

13.        

14.        

15.        

16.        

17.  Ex-vessel Value Total (add lines 1-16):  
18.  Plus Total Adjustments (IFQ retro-payments, bonuses):  
19.  Subtotal (add lines 17 and 18):  
20.  Fee Liability* (multiply the published fee percentage by line 19):  
21.  Less Pre-payments or Credits (if any):  
22.  Balance Due (enter result after subtracting line 21 from 20):  

23.  Enclosed Payment Amount:  

 
*Your fee liability is based on the total value received for IFQ halibut or sablefish landed on your IFQ permit during the 
IFQ fishing year.  It should represent the total dollar value of IFQ pounds before any deductions are made for goods and 
services provided (i.e., bait, ice, fuel, repairs, machinery replacement, etc.), multiplied by the NMFS published fee 
percentage for the IFQ fishing year. 
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Instructions  for 
IFQ PERMIT HOLDER FEE SUBMISSION FORM  

 
 

This information is used to verify the identity of the applicant(s) and to accurately retrieve 
confidential records related to Federal permits.  The primary purpose for requesting the 
SSN/TIN is for the collection and reporting on any delinquent amounts arising out of such 
person’s relationship with the government pursuant to the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 
1996 (Public Law 104-134).  Personal information is confidential and protected under the 
Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a).  Business information may be disclosed to the public. 
  

 
After each IFQ fishing year, NMFS will provide to an IFQ permit holder an IFQ Landing Summary and Estimated Fee 
Liability page.  The IFQ permit holder must either accept the accuracy of the NMFS estimated fee liability associated with 
his or her IFQ landings for each IFQ permit or calculate a revised IFQ fee liability for all or part of his or her IFQ landings 
using this Fee Submission Form. 
 
An IFQ permit holder who holds an IFQ permit against which a landing was made must submit to NMFS a complete IFQ 
Permit holder Fee Submission Form provided by NMFS.  An IFQ permit holder with IFQ and/or Guided Angler Fish 
(GAF) landings is responsible for self-collecting his or her own fee during the calendar year in which the IFQ fish and/or 
GAF is landed. 
 
An IFQ permit holder must submit his or her IFQ fee liability payment(s) to NMFS at the address provided below no later 
than January 31 of the year following the calendar year in which the IFQ landings were made.   
 
Payment must be made in U.S. dollars by personal check drawn on a U.S. bank account, money order, bank certified 
check, or credit card.  There are two ways to pay the IFQ fees: 
 
 (1) Pay ONLINE via credit card or check (Notice of check fee) to NMFS at  
 

https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/ifqaccounts/Login 
   
  If paying by credit card, ALL requested card information must be provided.  Do not mail cash.   
  
 (2) Fill out the Fee Submission form on the Alaska Region website at  
 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ram/feesubmission.pdf 
 

  and mail the form with a check or money order made payable to NMFS at the address below 
  

U.S. Dept. of Commerce/ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Office of Operations and Management Division (OMD) 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 
 

Do not forget to sign and enclose your personal or certified check or money order. 
 
NMFS does not send receipts for payments received by check or money order, so we strongly recommend that you retain 
a copy of this completed form and your check/money order for your records.  Only payments received by credit card will 
be sent computer-generated receipts after those payments are processed. 
 

https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/ifqaccounts/Login
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ram/feesubmission.pdf
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If you need assistance in completing this form or you have questions about the IFQ Cost Recovery Program,  
 

Call OMD toll free  (800) 304-4846 (Option 5) toll free or (907) 586-7202 (Option 5). 
 
Program information, applications, and reports can also be located on the Alaska Region Internet site at 
 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ram/ifq/htm 
 
 

 
COMPLETING THE FEE SUBMISSION FORM 

 
All permit holders must complete Blocks A through E of the IFQ Permit Fee Submission form.   
 
BLOCK A -- OVERPAYMENT 
 
If your estimated Balance Due (Block F22) is less than zero, indicate whether you choose to apply the overpayment to 
future fee liabilities or to apply for a refund. 
 

If you choose to receive a refund, note that all refunds will be issued out of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Finance, in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

 
Please allow a minimum of eight weeks for your refund to be issued. 

 
If you choose to apply the balance due amount to future fee liabilities, NMFS will credit your 
IFQ Fee Liability Account. 

 
BLOCK B -- IDENTIFICATION OF IFQ PERMIT HOLDER 
 
Enter the information requested below in the designated areas on the IFQ Permit Holder Fee Submission Form. 
 
 1. Name of IFQ Permit Holder:  Full name of the individual, corporation, association, or partnership that is the 

holder of the permit. 
 
 2. NMFS Person ID:  Identification number assigned to the permit holder by NMFS/RAM.  
 
 3.  Taxpayer ID No. (EIN or SSN).  Enter social security number (SSN) if applicant is an individual.  Enter employer 

identification number (EIN) if applicant is a corporation, partnership, association or other non-individual business 
entity. 

 
 4. Date of birth or Date of incorporation.  Enter date of birth if applicant is an individual; enter date of incorporation 

if applicant is a corporation, partnership, association or other non-individual business entity. 
 
 5. Business Mailing Address:  Check whether the address provided is a permanent or temporary address.   
 
  Permanent address:  This is the address where NMFS will send information; include street or P.O. Box number, 

city, state, and zip code.  This address will be updated in the official RAM database.   
 
  Temporary address;  This address will be used on a one-time-only basis for processing this form; RAM’s database 

will not be changed.  
 
   6-8. Business telephone number and Fax number, and E-mail Address:  Business telephone number and 

fax number, including area codes, and e-mail address, if any.   
 
  Note:  It is important to provide a number where messages can be left to avoid delay in processing 

the Fee Submission Form if any questions arise. 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ram/ifq/htm
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BLOCK C -- AGREEMENT WITH IFQ FEE LIABILITY SUMMARY 
 
Indicate whether you agree with your IFQ Fee Liability Summary.  The IFQ permit holder must either accept the accuracy 
of the NMFS estimated fee liability associated with his or her IFQ landings for each IFQ permit, or alculate a revised IFQ 
fee liability. 
 
 If YES, please date and sign your name where designated in Block D, complete Block E, and mail this  
 Fee Submission Form with your payment, or as indicated in Block E, in the envelope provided. 
 
 If NO, complete Block F (Fee Calculation) using the fee calculation instructions and provide documentation to 

support your calculations. 
 

Note:  You must submit adequate documentation supporting your revised fee liability.  
Examples of such documentation include valid fish tickets, sales receipts or check stubs 
that clearly identify the IFQ landing amount, species, date, time, and ex-vessel value or 
price. 

 
BLOCK D – SIGNATURE 
 
 1. Print or type the full name of the permit holder or authorized representative signing on behalf of the permit 

holder.  Note: If an authorized representative is acting on behalf of the permit holder, written authorization signed 
by the permit holder must be submitted with the Fee Submission Form. 

 
 2. The IFQ permit holder or authorized representative must sign and date the application where indicated.  The 

application will not be considered without the signature of the permit holder or authorized representative. 
 
 3. Indicate the date on which the Fee Submission Form is signed. 
 
BLOCK E -- METHOD OF PAYMENT – Do not mail cash -- 
 
If paying for multiple permit holders, attach each permit holder’s completed and signed Fee Submission Forms. 
 
NMFS does not send receipts for payment received by check or money order, so we strongly recommend that you retain a 
copy of this completed form and your check/money order for your records. 
 
 1. Check the appropriate box to indicate the form of payment being used to pay your IFQ Fee Liability.  A copy of 

your check or money order should be retained for your own records. 
 

 Notice to Customers Making Payment by Check 
When you provide a check as payment, you authorize NMFS either to use information 
from your check to make a one-time electronic fund transfer from your account or to 
process the payment as a check transaction. 

 
 2. Check the appropriate box to indicate the type of credit card used to pay your IFQ Fee Liability.  . 
 

Note:  Only the credit cards listed are accepted for payment through NMFS at this time.  If 
paying by credit card, make sure ALL requested card information is provided: 

 
    Credit card number 
    Amount of payment 
    Card expiration date 
    Card Validation Code (CVC) 
    Name as printed on the card 
    Card holder’s signature and date signed 



IFQ Permit Holder Fee Submission Form 
Page 7 of 8 

If any of the required credit card information is missing, your payment WILL NOT be 
accepted. 
 
  Return Item Service Fee 
  If the electronic fund transfer cannot be completed because there are insufficient 
  funds in your account, NMFS may impose a one-time fee of $25.00 against your 
  account, which we will also collect by electronic fund transfer 

 
BLOCK F -- FEE CALCULATION 
 
Complete this block ONLY if you indicated in Block C that you did not agree with your IFQ Fee Liability Summary. 
 
Note:  You must submit adequate documentation supporting your revised fee liability.  Examples of such 
documentation include valid fish tickets, sales receipts, or check stubs that clearly identify the IFQ landing amount, 
species, date, time, and ex-vessel value or price. 
 
1-16.  Permit Number:  Enter permit number(s).  
 
 Date of Landing:  Enter date(s) the landing(s) was/were made. 
 
 Port Location:  Enter the port(s) where landing(s) was/were made. 
 

IFQ Pounds:  Enter the number of IFQ pounds landed (include any retained pounds) on permit(s) for specific 
date(s).  “IFQ pounds” is net weight for Halibut and round weight for Sablefish  
 
GAF Pounds:  Enter the number of GAF pounds landed (include any retained pounds) on permit(s) for specific 
date(s).  “GAF pounds” is net weight for transferred Halibut 
Note:  You may not claim actual ex-vessel value for any GAF pounds. 
 
Standard Ex-Vessel Price:  Enter the standard ex-vessel price located on your IFQ Fee Liability Summary.   
 
If IFQ, you may use either the standard price or the actual price for each landing in your summary. 

 
If GAF, you may not use actual price for any GAF pounds; you may only use the standard ex-vessel price 
assigned on the Fee Liability Statement for GAF. 
 
Actual Ex-Vessel Price:  Enter the actual ex-vessel value for this permit.   
 
If IFQ, you may use either the standard price or the actual price for each landing in your summary. 

 
If GAF, you may not use actual ex-vessel price for GAF pounds 

 
 Total:  Multiply the total pounds landed on the permit(s) by the standard or actual ex-vessel price to get the  

total for each landing. 
 

17.  Ex-vessel Value Total:  Add lines 1 through 16 to get the subtotal of fees owed for all permits. 
 
18. Plus Total Adjustments:  Add total adjustments (IFQ retro payments or bonuses paid in current year for  

previous year). 
 
19. Subtotal:  Add lines 17 and 18. 
 
20. Fee Liability:  Multiply the permit(s) subtotal (line 19) by the published fee percentage. 
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 Your fee liability is based on the total value received for IFQ halibut or sablefish landed on your IFQ permit 
during the IFQ fishing year.  It should represent the total dollar value of IFQ pounds before any deductions are 
made for goods and services provided (i.e., bait, ice, fuel, repairs, machinery replacement, etc.) multiplied by the 
NMFS published fee percentage for the IFQ fishing year. 

 
21. Less Pre-Payments or Credits:  Subtract any pre-payments or credits from line 20.  If you have a pre-payment  

or credit, it will be indicated on your IFQ Fee Liability Summary. 
 
22. Balance Due:  This indicates your balance due or credit after subtracting line 21 from 20.   
 

If you show a credit, return to Block A and check whether you would like your credit refunded or have it applied 
to future fee liabilities.  If you show a balance due (owed), fill in line 22. 

 
23. Enclosed Payment Amount:  If you show a balance due, enter the amount of the payment you will be submitting.   
 
 

 
Notice to Customers Making Payment by Check 

When you provide a check as payment, you authorize us either to use information from your check to make a 
one-time electronic fund transfer from your account or to process the payment as a check transaction. 
Privacy Act – A Privacy Act Statement required by 5 U.S.C. § 552a(e)(3) stating our authority for soliciting and 
collecting the information from your check, and explaining the purposes and routine uses which will be made of 
your check information, is available from our Internet site at https//pccotc.gov/pccotc/index.htm  or call toll free 
at 1 (866) 945-7920 Option 4 to obtain a copy by mail.  Furnishing the check information is voluntary, but a 
decision not to do so may require you to make payment by some other method. 

 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 2.0 hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to: NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region, Attn:  Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form please note the following:  1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number;  
2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing effort under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16  U.S.C. 1801, et seq.);  3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 
402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act as amended in 2006.  It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which 
sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Return Item Service Fee 
If the electronic fund transfer cannot be completed because there are insufficient funds in your account, 
we may impose a one-time fee of $25.00 against your account, which we will also collect by electronic 
fund transfer. 
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Revised:  01/10/2014               OMB Control No. 0648-0398  Expiration Date:  08/31/2015 
 

 

IFQ REGISTERED BUYER 
Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report 

U.S. Department of Commerce/NOAA 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Restricted Access Management (RAM) 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska  99802-1668 
(800) 304-4846 toll free / 586-7202  
(907) 586-7354 fax 

This application may be submitted ONLINE. 
A complete IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report must be postmarked or received by the 
Regional Administrator no later than October 15 following the reporting period in which the IFQ Registered 
Buyer receives the IFQ fish or CDQ halibut. 

BLOCK A – IDENTIFICATION OF REGISTERED BUYER 
Did this Registered Buyer perform any shoreside activity this IFQ fishing year?  
 
    YES  [__] NO  [__] 
 
If YES, continue.  If NO, STOP.  You do not need to submit this report.   
1. Name of Registered Buyer 
   

2. Registered Buyer Permit No. 
 
3. NMFS Person ID Number 
 

4. Facility or Vessel Location (Port Location): 
 
 
 

5.  Taxpayer ID (Employer ID No. or SSN) 
 
6.  Date of Birth or Date of Incorporation 

7. Business Mailing Address                              Permanent  [     ]    or      Temporary  [     ] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Business Telephone No. 
 

9. Business Fax No.   10. Business E-mail Address (if any) 

 

BLOCK B – Non-Electronic CERTIFICATION 
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this submission of material, and to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, the information presented here is true, correct, and complete. 
1. Printed Name of IFQ Registered Buyer Representative  
 
 
2. Signature of IFQ Registered Buyer Representative (Attach Authorization) 
 
 

3. Date 
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BLOCK C – POUNDS PURCHASED AND VALUE REPORT 

Period Ending 

IFQ Halibut CDQ Halibut Sablefish 
Pounds 

Purchased 
(headed/gutted) 

Total Gross  
Ex-vessel  

Value Paid* 

Pounds 
Purchased 

(headed/ gutted) 

Total Gross  
Ex-vessel  

Value Paid* 

Pounds 
Purchased 

(round weight) 

Total Gross  
Ex-vessel  

Value Paid* 
October 31**  

 
     

November 30**  
 

     

December 31**  
 

     

March 31  
 

     

April 30  
 

     

May 31  
 

     

June 30  
 

     

July 31  
 

     

August 31  
 

     

September 30  
 

     

* Total Gross Ex-vessel value paid should include the dollar value of purchased pounds before any deductions are made for goods and 
   services (e.g., bait, ice, fuel, repairs, machinery replacement, etc.) provided to the IFQ Permit Holder.  It should also include price 
   adjustments (retro payments) made in each month to IFQ permit holders for landings made during the previous calendar year. 
 
**Use prior year calculations for these months. 
 

Note:  IFQ sablefish harvested incidental to other directed fishing  
may be retained and sold through December 31. 

  
PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 2 hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to: NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Before completing this form please note the following:  1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number;  
2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing effort under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16  U.S.C. 1801, et seq.);  3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 
402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act as amended in 2006.  It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which 
sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics. 
 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 
This information is used to verify the identity of the applicant(s) and to accurately retrieve confidential records related to federal 
permits.  The primary purpose for requesting the SSN/TIN is for the collection and reporting on any delinquent amounts arising out of 
such person’s relationship with the government pursuant to the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-134).  
Personal information is confidential and protected under the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a).  Business information may be disclosed to 
the public. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
IFQ REGISTERED BUYER EX-VESSEL VALUE AND VOLUME REPORT 

 
 

The completed IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel Value and Volume Report  
must be postmarked or received by NMFS no later than October 15 

   
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
NMFS Alaska Region administers the Halibut and Sablefish Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program in the North Pacific. 
The IFQ Program is a limited access system authorized by section 303(b) of the Magnuson–Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act (Magnuson–Stevens Act) and the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982. IFQ cost recovery is 
mandated by Section 304(d)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
 
NMFS collects fees at the end of each year to recover costs incurred by the agency for IFQ program management in that 
same year and costs incurred by observer coverage. Vessels participating in halibut Western Alaska Community 
Development Quota (CDQ) fisheries are subject to observer fees for landings of halibut CDQ. The purpose of this form is 
to collect information from IFQ Registered Buyers that act as a shoreside processor so that NMFS (Restricted Access 
Management) can establish a “standard” ex-vessel price to determine the value in the following year for purposes of the 
observer fee for halibut IFQ and CDQ landings, sablefish IFQ landings, and sablefish landings that accrue against the 
fixed gear sablefish CDQ allocation by catcher vessels in the partial coverage category. Observer fees would be assessed 
on all landings in a year to pay for observer coverage in the following year. 
 
An IFQ Registered Buyer that also operates as a shoreside processor and receives and purchases IFQ landings of sablefish 
or halibut or CDQ landings of halibut must submit annually to NMFS a complete IFQ Value and Volume Report (Buyer 
Report) by October 15 of the year receiving IFQ fish. 
 
The completed form must be received by NMFS/RAM no later than October 15.  When complete submit by 
 
 ♦ By mail to:   NMFS Alaska Region 

Attn: RAM Program 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau AK 99802-1668 

 
 ♦ By fax to: 907-586-7354 
 
This application may be submitted ONLINE  
 
 ♦ Online to:   https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/ifqaccounts/Login 
 
 

COMPLETING THE FORM 
 
Indicate whether this Registered Buyer preformed any shoreside activity this IFQ fishing year. 
 
 If YES, continue. 
 
 If NO, STOP.  You do not need to submit this report.     
 
  

https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/ifqaccounts/Login
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BLOCK A - IDENTIFICATION OF IFQ REGISTERED BUYER 
 
    1. Name of Registered Buyer.  This is the person or business receiving IFQ halibut or sablefish or CDQ halibut from 

harvester.  
 
 2. Registered Buyer permit number issued by NMFS, printed on your Registered Buyer permit. 
 
 3. NMFS Person ID number. This is the identifying number assigned to you for the IFQ program. 
 
 4.  Facility or Vessel Location (enter the port location where landings occurred) 
 
 5. Taxpayer ID (EIN or SSN). Enter social security number (SSN) if applicant is an individual. Enter employer 

identification number (EIN) if applicant is a corporation, partnership, association or other non-individual business 
entity. 

 
 6. Date of birth or Date of incorporation. Enter date of birth if applicant is an individual; enter date of incorporation 

if applicant is a corporation, partnership, association or other non-individual business entity. 
 
 7. Business Mailing Address, including zip code. Indicate whether permanent or temporary address. Note that if you 

check “Permanent Address,” we will update the database; if you choose “Temporary Address,” we will use it for 
this one application and we will not change the RAM database). 

 
 8. Business telephone number, including area code. 
 
 9. Business fax number, including area code. 
 
     10. Business email address, if any. 
 
 
BLOCK B – CERTIFICATION 
 
Electronic submittal. Certification, including the NMFS ID and password of the IFQ Registered Buyer; or  
 
Non-electronic submittal. Certification, including the printed name and signature of the individual submitting the IFQ 

Buyer Report on behalf of the Registered Buyer, and date of signature. 
 
BLOCK C - POUNDS PURCHASED AND VALUES REPORT 
 
IFQ/CDQ Halibut Pounds/Payments 
 
For each period ending, enter 
 
 ♦ The monthly total weights, represented in IFQ equivalent pounds by IFQ species or CDQ halibut, that were 

landed at the landing port location and purchased by the IFQ Registered Buyer; 
 
 ♦ The monthly total gross ex-vessel value, in U.S. dollars, of IFQ pounds, by IFQ species or CDQ halibut, that were 

landed at the landing port location and purchased by the IFQ Registered Buyer; 
 
Note:  All halibut landings must be expressed in pounds of headed and gutted product. If halibut is purchased in any 

other product form, convert to IFQ equivalent pounds by multiplying the purchased pounds by the official NMFS 
halibut conversion factor (list enclosed). 

 
Pounds Purchased (headed/gutted) 
Enter the monthly total weights, represented in IFQ equivalent pounds by IFQ species that were landed at the landing port 
location and purchased by the IFQ Registered Buyer.  
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EXAMPLE (if not purchased headed and gutted): 

 
Product code  Pounds purchased   x  Conversion factor =  IFQ equivalent pounds 
         4               10,000    0.90                                              9,000 
 

 
IFQ sablefish pounds/payment 
 
For each period ending, enter 
 
 ♦ The monthly total weights, expressed in round pounds by IFQ sablefish, that were landed at the landing port 

location and purchased by the IFQ Registered Buyer; 
 
 ♦ The monthly total gross ex-vessel value, in U.S. dollars, of IFQ pounds, by IFQ sablefish, that were landed at the 

landing port location and purchased by the IFQ Registered Buyer. You must also include the monthly total U.S. 
dollar amount of any retro-payments (correlated by IFQ species or CDQ halibut, landing month(s), and month of 
payment) made in the current year to IFQ, or to CDQ halibut permit holders for landings made during the 
previous calendar year; 

 
Note: All sablefish landings must be expressed in round pounds. If sablefish is purchased in any other product form, 
convert to IFQ equivalent pounds by dividing the purchased pounds by the official NMFS sablefish product recovery code 
(list enclosed). 
 

EXAMPLE (if not purchased in round pounds): 
 
Product code  Pounds purchased   ⁄ Product recovery code   =         IFQ equivalent pounds 
         8     6,300    0.63    10,000 
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Affected Public: Federal government; 
State, local, or tribal government; 
business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
160. 

Estimated Time Per Response: Permit 
applications, 12 hours; permit 
modification requests 6 hours; annual or 
final reports, 2 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 835. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $500 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 11, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03191 Filed 2–17–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Alaska Pacific 
Halibut and Sablefish Fisheries: 
Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Cost 
Recovery 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 

proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 20, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Patsy A. Bearden, NMFS 
Alaska Region, (907) 586–7008 or 
Patsy.Bearden@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The purpose of the IFQ fee is to 
recover actual costs incurred in 
managing and enforcing the IFQ 
Program (75%) and to make funds 
available for Congress to appropriate for 
support of the North Pacific IFQ Loan 
Program (25%). 

An IFQ permit holder incurs a cost 
recovery fee liability for every pound of 
IFQ halibut and IFQ sablefish that is 
landed under his or her IFQ permit(s). 
The IFQ permit holder is responsible for 
self-collecting the fee liability for all IFQ 
halibut and IFQ sablefish landings on 
his or her permit(s). Fees must be 
collected at the time of a legal landing 
of halibut or sablefish, filing of a 
landing report, or sale of such fish 
during a fishing season or in the last 
quarter of the calendar year in which 
the fish is harvested. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper format; electronically (Internet), 
email, U.S. mail, and fax. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0398. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
2,963. 

Estimated Time Per Response: Two 
hours for paper and 5 minutes for 
Internet IFQ Registered Buyer Ex-vessel 
Value and Volume Report; and two 
hours for paper and 5 minutes for IFQ 
Fee Submission Form. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 5,926. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $898 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 11, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03190 Filed 2–17–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[Docket No. 130312237–5115–01] 

RIN 0648–XC567 

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife; 
90-Day Finding on a Petition to List 
Yellowtail Damselfish as Threatened or 
Endangered Under the Endangered 
Species Act 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of 90-day petition 
finding. 

SUMMARY: We (NMFS) announce a 90- 
day finding on a petition to list 
yellowtail damselfish (Microspathodon 
chrysurus) as threatened or endangered 
under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). We find that the petition does 
not present substantial scientific or 
commercial information indicating that 
the petitioned action may be warranted. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of the petitions and 
related materials are available upon 
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