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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
APPLICATION FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP ON A NATIONAL MARINE 

SANCTUARY COUNCIL  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0397  

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for revision and extension of this information collection. 
 
Section 315 of the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1445a) allows the Secretary of 
Commerce to establish one or more advisory councils to provide advice to the Secretary 
regarding the designation and management of national marine sanctuaries.  Councils are 
individually chartered for each sanctuary to meet the needs of that specific site; fourteen councils 
are currently in existence. Once a council has been chartered, the sanctuary superintendent starts 
a process to recruit members for that council by providing a notice to the public and asking 
interested parties to apply for the available seats.  An application form has been developed to 
help ease the application process for the public and facilitate the review process for the sanctuary 
superintendent.  
 
Revision: the adult application form has been revised to ensure consistency with the new OMB 
policy regarding the appointment of federally registered lobbyists to government advisory 
committees, boards, commissions, and related entities. The submitted form is highlighted to 
show the changes. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The availability of seats on a council is announced by the appropriate sanctuary through various 
public channels, including a Federal Register Notice, local press releases, announcements at 
local meetings, and posting on the sanctuary’s web page.  Interested persons can request the 
application kit (containing the application form, a copy of the council’s charter, the council 
handbook and some information about the sanctuary itself) by phone, fax or email.  The 
applicant then completes and returns the form to the sanctuary office, by mail, fax or 
electronically.  Several sanctuaries per year will have to fill some vacancies on existing councils; 
new councils may be created if new sites are proposed for designation.  
 
In 2009, a non-voting youth seat application, for interested youth from 14-17, was added. 
 
The specific information requested by the applications will be used in the following ways:  

• Seat applying for (applicants are asked to check a box for the seat for which they are 
applying): This information is used to determine which seat on the council the applicant is 
interested in holding.  

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/legislation/welcome.html
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• Name, addresses and phone numbers:  This is basic contact information that is necessary in 
order to notify the applicant about whether he or she will serve on the council; if the 
applicant becomes a member of the council, this information is used to keep them informed 
of meeting dates, upcoming events, etc.  

• Question 1:  Reasons for interest in serving on the council:  This information is used to 
help the sanctuary superintendent determine the nature of the applicant’s views on the 
protection and management of marine and/or Great Lakes resources.   
 

• Questions 2 – 9 (Questions 2-8 youth application):  This information is used to determine 
the qualifications of the applicant for the seat for which he or she is applying, relative to 
those of other applicants for the same seat.  

The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA 
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 
of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The 
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Should NOAA decide to disseminate information other than members’ names and 
addresses, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.  

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The ONMS provides a broad opportunity for the public to apply for membership on councils.  
Application kits are available by mail or electronically on the individual sanctuary’s web page or 
in the Council Handbook, at http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/acref.html, and can be 
submitted through the mail, by fax or email. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Sanctuary advisory councils are bodies unique to the ONMS; no other collection of information 
meets the needs of the ONMS for the purpose of selecting members of councils.  
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
N/A. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Councils serve an important function in the management of sanctuaries, by providing advice to 
the sanctuary superintendent (from a variety of different perspectives and interests) and helping 
link the sanctuary to the community.  Congress understood this importance and deliberately 
provided the ONMS with its own authority to have councils, making the councils exempt from 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/acref.html
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the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  Being able to collect this information allows the ONMS to 
choose the best applicants to serve as members of the council. Without this information 
collection, council work would not be done effectively. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on February 17, 2015 (80 FR 8289) solicited public 
comment.  No comments were received. 
 
We selected two national marine sanctuaries: Cordell Bank and Gray’s Reef, and asked members 
of their Sanctuary Advisory Councils the following questions: 

1. Is the current SAC application form easy to understand, to complete, and to submit? 

2. Are the instructions and information provided in the SAC application enough and 
clear? 

3. Do you think enough information is requested from the applicants? Is there other 
question you think it should be asked to applicants? 

We received 4 responses, and overall, comments stated that the form is clear and easy to 
understand, to complete, and submit. Also, the respondents think the instructions of the form are 
sufficient and clear. In general, all respondents think the amount of information asked is enough 
and no additional information should be required. One respondent suggested that perhaps too 
much information is required but understands that it may be helpful in selecting the advisory 
council members. On the other hand, another respondent thinks that maybe more information 
could be required – such as submitting a CV – to demonstrate experience to be member of an 
advisory council. This survey did not yield a strong call for additional information, but we may 
consider asking for additional information in the future. 
 
One specific comment received about Question 5 of the SAC application form (Q5: Describe 
your formal community and professional affiliations and employment), asked what word 
“formal” means in the context of the question. To avoid any confusion to other applicants, we 
will consider omitting the word "formal" from question 5 in the next revision of the application 
form. 
 
The next revision will take place within 2-3 years.  
 
 

http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/laws/fed-advisory-committee/
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9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Applicants are not given payments or gifts.  When selected to serve on a council, 
members are eligible for travel expenses (e.g., per diem) for costs associated with official 
meetings (per the National Marine Sanctuaries Act).  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
If chosen to serve on a council, members are informed that their names and business contact 
information (or other contact information as the member prefers) are made available so that 
constituents from the segment of the community the member represents can contact him or her.  
Applicants are also informed on the application that other parts of the application may be subject 
to release under a request from the Freedom of Information Act, through a court order, or in 
response to a Congressional inquiry.  
 
Protection of applications (for both selected and non-selected applicants) is as follows:  
 
• Council Applications for Selected Applicants: These are retained and filed in a secure 

location inaccessible to non-staff. When no longer needed, they are shredded.  For record-
keeping purposes, applications are retained for 5 years beyond the expiration of their seat 
term. 

 
• Council Applications for Non-Selected Applicants: These applications are retained and filed 

in a secure location as described above. Applications are filed according to the seat applied 
for. It is useful to have this information to solicit qualified non-selected applicants to apply 
again when council seats are vacated. When no longer needed, they are shredded. For record-
keeping purposes, these applications are retained for 5 years beyond their application date.  

.  
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are asked.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Approximately 700 applications will be sent out by request or downloaded from the Web site. Of 
these, approximately 520 are expected to be completed and returned (500 adult and 20 youth), 
with an estimated time per applicant of one hour for obtaining, completing and returning the 
application, for a total annual response time of 520 hours.  
 
 
 

http://www.usdoj.gov/oip/amended-foia-redlined.pdf
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no capital or start-up costs.  No special equipment will need to be obtained for this 
information collection.  The ONMS expects applications to cost about $2 per person for the cost 
of a phone call or email request for the application and the cost of electronically returning or 
mailing the completed application, for a total annual cost to the public of $1,040.    
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The estimated annual costs to the federal government would include:  

• Copying = $200 (5,000 pages at $.04 a page for copying applications, council 
charters, and other information for application packages)  

• Mailing = $700 (mailing 700 applications* at $1 each) 
• Labor = $20,800 (2 hours per application requested to cover responding to request for 

application, mailing, copying for review, conducting the review, and responding to 
applicant, x 520 applications x $20/hour).  

 
Total = $21,700. 

 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no program changes or adjustments.  
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Only the name and contact information for each successful applicant would be published.  Such 
information would likely appear in the individual sanctuary’s web page, newsletters, and other 
usual information outlets for that sanctuary.  New council members are usually announced about  
a month after the deadline for accepting applications has passed.  Annually the ONMS also prints 
a directory of all council members across the program and their contact information.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
No exemptions are being sought.  
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council  

Application Form 
 

Before applying for sanctuary advisory council membership, please review: 

(1) the sanctuary advisory council charter provided in your application kit, and; 

(2) the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) Sanctuary Advisory Council 
Implementation Handbook available online at 
http://www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/acref.html (or you may obtain a copy 
from your local sanctuary – see contact information below).   

The charter outlines the purposes and governs the operation of the sanctuary advisory council.  
The handbook provides broader operational requirements for sanctuary advisory councils.  In 
applying for sanctuary advisory council membership, you are agreeing to abide by the terms of 
the charter and the handbook if you are selected as a council member or alternate.   

As a part of the selection process, please note the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries will 
conduct a LEXIS/NEXIS check and a departmental bureau check for potential conflict of interest 
and other issues in your background.   

Additionally, as per guidance from the White House Office of Management and Budget on May 
7, 2009, the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries will conduct a database search (via the 
Senate’s Lobbying Disclosure Act Database) to determine if you have been a federally registered 
lobbyist.  Individuals who have been federally registered lobbyists in the two year period before 
the proposed appointment date for the advertised council seat(s) may not be selected as an 
advisory council member or alternate if they would be serving in individual capacities.      

Additional information and guidance regarding the use of the information you submit on this 
form and its availability under federal law can be found at the end of this form.  Please review 
this information.   

Sanctuary advisory council members and alternates must be 18 years of age or older, with 
the exception of individuals filling youth seats.  

Please note that federal government employees are not allowed to sit on sanctuary advisory 
councils in a personal capacity.  State employees and members of a state legislature are allowed 
to apply to sit on sanctuary advisory councils in a personal capacity.  State employees must 
provide a letter of support on official agency letterhead from their state supervisor at the time they 
submit their applications.  Members of state legislatures are not required to provide such letters of 
support.    

http://www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/acref.html
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Please indicate which advertised seat(s) (e.g., Research, Education) and position(s) (i.e., council 
member or alternate) you are applying for, provide your contact information, and respond to the 
questions below.  The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries may consider applicants for seats 
and positions for which they have not applied if the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
believes they are qualified for that seat and are willing to serve in it.   

The application deadline is [insert date]. Please return all pages of your completed sanctuary 
advisory council application form, and any attached statements or documents, to [insert local 
contact information].   

 

Date: __________________ 

First Name*:______________  Middle _____________ Last ___________________________ 

* Please include full first, middle and last names. 

 

Position(s)/Seat(s) applying for: _____ [insert advertised seat and position]   

 _____ [insert advertised seat and position]  _____ [insert advertised seat and position]    

____ [insert advertised seat and position]  _____ [insert advertised seat and position]    

 

Home Address 

Address 1: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address 2: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________   State: _______________  Zip Code: ______________  

 

Home Phone:____________________________   Cell Phone: ___________________________ 

Home Fax: ______________________________  Home E-mail: _________________________   

 

Work Address 

Company/Organization: _________________________________________________________ 

Position/Job Title: ______________________________________________________________ 
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Address 1: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address 2: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________   State: _______________  Zip Code: ______________  

 

Work Phone:___________________________   Work Cell: ____________________________ 

Work Fax: _____________________________   Work E-mail: _________________________  

 

Please thoroughly address each of the following in an attached statement, by number, in the same 
order as below: 

1. Why are you interested in serving on the sanctuary advisory council?   

2. Explain your views regarding the protection and management of marine or Great Lake 
resources, including natural (fish, coral reefs, etc.), historic or cultural resources.   

3. Describe your particular expertise and experience as it relates to the goals and uses of the 
sanctuary and, in particular, the seat(s) for which you are applying.  Be sure to include 
qualifications that you have or other information that you think would be relevant and 
beneficial to the sanctuary advisory council. 

4. Describe what you think is the role of the council, and how you will work to best support 
the sanctuary as a sanctuary advisory council member or alternate.   

5. Describe your formal community and professional affiliations and employment. 

6. Explain how you will coordinate with, consult with, and inform the members of the 
constituency you will represent, if appointed. 

7. How much time do you have and are you willing to give to participate in sanctuary 
advisory council activities (e.g., meetings, constituent outreach, retreats, chairing or 
participating on a subcommittee or working group, and reviewing written materials)? 

8. How long have you lived in the community or area affected by the sanctuary?  Please 
address whether you are a year-round or seasonal resident of the area.  

9. Have you attended previous sanctuary advisory council meetings or sanctuary advisory 
council working group meetings?  If so, please describe your past attendance and 
participation. 

Per the instructions on page 1, State employees must provide a letter of support on official agency 
letterhead from their state supervisor at the time they submit their applications. If you are a state 
employee (except members of state legislatures), please ensure your state supervisor's letter is 
included with this application. Members of state legislatures are not required to submit such 
letters. 
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Information obtained through this application process will be used to determine the qualifications 
of the applicant for membership on the sanctuary advisory council.  The Office of National  

Marine Sanctuaries intends affirmatively to disclose the applications only to DOC/NOAA staff 
and other members of the applicant review panel.  However, the Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries may be required to disclose the applications in response to a court order, a 
congressional request, or a request from the public under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA).   

If disclosure is requested under the FOIA, the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries will 
endeavor to protect the privacy of applicants by withholding personal information, such as home 
addresses and telephone numbers.  In contrast, statements of philosophy or opinions contained in 
the application would likely be released.  Applying for membership on the sanctuary advisory 
council is voluntary. 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average one hour per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering 
the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden to Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 1305 East West 
Highway, N/NMS, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB Control Number. 

 

OMB Control #0648-0397 

Expires 07/31/2015 
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National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council  

Youth Seat Application Form 
 

Before applying for sanctuary advisory council membership, please review:  

(1) the sanctuary advisory council charter provided in your application kit, and;  

(2) the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) Sanctuary Advisory Council 
Implementation Handbook available online at 
http://www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/acref.html (or you may obtain a copy 
from your local sanctuary – see contact information below).   

The charter outlines the purposes and governs the operation of the sanctuary advisory council.  
The handbook provides broader operational requirements for sanctuary advisory councils.  In 
applying for sanctuary advisory council membership, you are agreeing to abide by the terms of 
the charter and the handbook if you are selected as a youth council member or alternate.  Also, 
please note that youth seats are intended to engage high school students and, therefore, term 
limits for youth seats may be further limited once a youth reaches his or her 18th birthday or 
graduates high school. 

As a part of the selection process, please note that the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries will 
conduct a LEXIS/NEXIS check and a departmental bureau check for potential conflict of interest 
and other issues in your background.   

Additional information and guidance regarding the use of the information you submit on this 
form and its availability under federal law can be found at the end of this form.  Please review 
this information.  Also, please note that the terms “youth” and “student” are interchangeable in 
this application form.  

Students filling the youth seat must:  

 Be between the ages of 14 and 17 when they apply; 

 Attend a school, including home schools (or other alternative high school option), in the 
area affected by the sanctuary;  

 Have proven ability to communicate and network with other students within their school, 
in other schools within his/her community, or with home schooled students and with 
adults; 

 Possess an interest in sanctuary resource protection and management;  

 Have experience or knowledge regarding public uses and activities in the sanctuary;  

http://www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/acref.html
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 Be able to travel to and attend council meetings and retreats (parent/guardian or student 
provides transportation); and 

 Provide written recommendation from one or more teachers. 

 

Once selected, [insert site] National Marine Sanctuary staff will contact students who will be 
required to provide: 

 Parent/guardian permission*; and 

 School permission*. 

* Note: This will grant blanket permission for all council meetings and retreats. 

 

Procedure for Application:  

Step 1:  Please provide your contact information and respond to the questions below.  

Step 2:  Have parent/guardian sign to acknowledge he/she is aware of and in support of your 
application.   

Step 3:  The application deadline is [insert date]. Please return all pages of your completed 
sanctuary advisory council youth seat application form, and any attached statements or 
documents, to [insert local contact information].   
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Date: __________________ 

First Name*:_________________  Middle _____________ Last ________________________ 

* Please include full first, middle and last names. 

 

Position(s)/Seat(s) applying for: _____ [insert Youth Seat (non-voting)]  

    _____ [insert Youth Seat Alternate (non-voting)]    

 

Home Address 

Address 1: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address 2: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________   State: _______________  Zip Code: ______________  

 

Home Phone:____________________________   Home Fax: ___________________________ 

Student Cell Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 

Student E-mail: ________________________________________________________________   

 

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone: ____________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian E-mail: ________________________________________________________   

 

Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement:  

I acknowledge that I am aware of and support my son/daughter or ward applying for and 
potentially serving on the [insert site] National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council.  

 

Parent/Guardian Printed Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _____________________________________________________  

Date:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 



National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Youth Seat Application Form 
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Please thoroughly address each of the following in an attached statement, by number, in the same 
order as below: 

1. Why are you interested in serving on the sanctuary advisory council? 

2. Explain your views regarding the protection and management of marine or Great Lake 
resources, including natural (fish, coral reefs, etc.), historic and/or cultural resources. 

3. Describe what you think is the role of the council, and how you will work to best support 
the sanctuary as a sanctuary advisory council member or alternate. 

4. How much time do you have and are you willing to give to sanctuary advisory council 
activities (e.g., meetings, constituent outreach, retreats and reviewing written materials)?  
Please address whether it is possible for you to miss a portion of or all of your classes and 
club or team activities to attend a sanctuary advisory council meeting or retreat? 

5. Explain how you will share information with your peers in the community, take action on 
council-related issues, etc.   

6. Describe what knowledge and experience you can bring to the sanctuary advisory 
council.  Be sure to include qualifications that you have or relevant information that you 
think would be beneficial to the council. 

7. List other groups you belong to or affiliations you have (e.g., student council, science 
club, soccer team, hiking club, scouts, employment).   

8. How long have you lived in the community or area affected by the sanctuary?  Please 
address whether you are a year-round or seasonal resident of the area.  

 

Individuals 18 years of age and older are not eligible to apply for the sanctuary advisory council’s 
youth seat, but may apply for other council seats as they become open and are advertised.    

Information obtained through this application process will be used to determine the qualifications 
of the applicant for membership on the sanctuary advisory council.  The Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries intends affirmatively to disclose the applications only to DOC/NOAA staff 
and other members of the applicant review panel.  However, the Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries may be required to disclose the applications in response to a court order, a 
congressional request, or a request from the public under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA).   

If disclosure is requested under the FOIA, the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries will 
endeavor to protect the privacy of applicants by withholding personal information, such as home 
addresses and telephone numbers.  In contrast, statements of philosophy or opinions contained in 
the application would likely be released.  Applying for membership on the sanctuary advisory 
council is voluntary. 



National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Youth Seat Application Form 
 
 

 
9 

 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average one hour per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering 
the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden to Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 1305 East West 
Highway, N/NMS, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB Control Number. 

 

OMB Control #0648-0397  

Expires 07/31/2015 
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Estimated Time per Response: 
Response times averages 5–10 minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 22,500. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 11, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03129 Filed 2–13–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–12–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; U.S. Fishermen 
Fishing in Russian Waters 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 20, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Mark Wildman, (301) 427– 
8386 or mark.wildman@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

Regulations at 50 CFR part 300, 
subpart J, govern U.S. fishing in the 
Economic Zone of the Russian 
Federation. Russian authorities may 
permit U.S. fishermen to fish for 
allocations of surplus stocks in the 
Russian Economic Zone. Permit 
application information is sent to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) for transmission to Russia. If 
Russian authorities issue a permit, the 
vessel owner or operator must submit a 
permit abstract report to NMFS, and 
also report 24 hours before leaving the 
U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) for 
the Russian Economic Zone and 24 
hours before re-entering the U.S. EEZ 
after being in the Russian Economic 
Zone. 

The permit application information is 
used by Russian authorities to 
determine whether to issue a permit. 
NMFS uses the other information to 
help ensure compliance with Russian 
and U.S. fishery management 
regulations. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper forms are used for applications. 
Submission of copies of permits, vessel 
abstract reports, and departure and 
return messages are provided by fax. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0228. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 1. 
Estimated Time per Response: 30 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 1. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 

whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 11, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03160 Filed 2–13–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Application Forms 
for Membership on a National Marine 
Sanctuary Advisory Council 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 20, 2015. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Gonzalo Cid, (301) 713–7278 
or Gonzalo.Cid@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
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I. Abstract 
This request is for a revision and 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Section 315 of the National Marine 
Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1445a) 
allows the Secretary of Commerce to 
establish one or more advisory councils 
to provide advice to the Secretary 
regarding the designation and 
management of national marine 
sanctuaries. Advisory councils are 
individually chartered for each 
sanctuary to meet the needs of that 
sanctuary. Once an advisory council has 
been chartered, the sanctuary 
superintendent starts a process to 
recruit members for that council by 
providing notice to the public and 
requesting interested parties to apply for 
the available seat(s) (e.g., Research, 
Education) and position(s) (i.e., council 
member or alternate). The information 
obtained through this application 
process will be used to determine the 
qualifications of the applicant for 
membership on the sanctuary advisory 
council. 

Two application forms are currently 
associated with this information 
collection: (a) National Marine 
Sanctuary Advisory Council 
Application form; and (b) National 
Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
Youth Seat Application form. These 
application forms are currently being 
revised to ensure consistency between 
forms, as well as clarify the information 
and supplemental materials to be 
submitted by applicants. Application 
form instructions will specify 
requirements imposed upon the agency 
when reviewing applicants as potential 
council members or alternates, 
including the need to assess potential 
conflicts of interest (or other issues) and 
the applicant’s status as a federally 
registered lobbyist. Specific questions 
posed to applicants will be reordered, 
reworded and, at times, condensed to 
improve the organization of applicant 
responses and, thereby, simplify the 
applicant review process. 

II. Method of Collection 
Complete applications may be 

submitted electronically via email (with 
attachments), by mail, or by facsimile 
transmission. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0397. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(revision and extension of a currently 
approved information collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; business or other for-profit 
organizations; not-for-profit institutions. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
520. 

Estimated Time per Response: 1 hour. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 520. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $1,040 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 11, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03130 Filed 2–13–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Seafood Inspection 
and Certification Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 20, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 

14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to James Appel, (301) 427–8310 
or James.Appel@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) operates a voluntary fee-for- 
service seafood inspection program 
(Program) under the authorities of the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, as 
amended, the Fish and Wildlife Act of 
1956, and the Reorganization Plan No. 
4 of 1970. The regulations for the 
Program are contained in 50 CFR part 
260. The program offers inspection 
grading and certification services, 
including the use of official quality 
grade marks which indicate that specific 
products have been Federally inspected. 
Those wishing to participate in the 
program must request the services and 
submit specific compliance information. 
In July 1992, NMFS announced new 
inspection services, which were fully 
based on guidelines recommended by 
the National Academy of Sciences, 
known as Hazard Analysis Critical 
Control Point (HACCP). The information 
collection requirements fall under 
§ 260.15 of the regulations. These 
guidelines required that a facility’s 
quality control system have a written 
plan of the operation, identification of 
control points with acceptance criteria 
and a corrective action plan, as well as 
identified personnel responsible for 
oversight of the system. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include email of electronic 
forms, and mail and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0266. 
Form Numbers: 89–800, 89–814, 89– 

819. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; Not-for-profit 
institutions; State, Local, or Tribal 
government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
4,260. 
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