
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
04/09/2014Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

04/09/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: International Dolphin Conservation Program

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0387

EXPIRATION DATE: 06/30/2015

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 311 176 3,778

New 312 177 3,781

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 1 1 3

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201404-0648-008ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

Waiver request to transit ETP
without permit including
reporting requirements

50 CFR 216.24

Vessel permit application NA International Dolphin
Conservation Program vessel
permit application

Vessel Operator Permit
application

NA International Dolphin
Conservation Program Vessel
Operator Permit

Vessel departure notification 50 CFR 216.24

Change in permit operator
notification

50 CFR 216.24

Modified net notification 50 CFR 216.24

Experimental fishing permit
applications and reports

50 CFR 216.24

Dolphin mortality limit request 50 CFR 216.24

Vessel register annual
notification

50 CFR 216.24

Notification prior to transfer of
vessel to foreign registry and
flag

50 CFR 216.93

Arrival notification 50 CFR 216.93

Tuna tracking  form 50 CFR 216.93

Monthly tuna storage removal
reports

50 CFR 216.93

Monthly tuna receiving reports 50 CFR 216.93

Documentary evidence
requests by Administrator

50 CFR 216

Notification of purse seine
closure period

50 CFR 216.24

Force majeure exemption
request

50 CFR 300 Subpart C
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CHANGE REQUEST 
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0387 
 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is proposing regulations under authority of the Tuna  
Conventions Act of 1950 (TCA), as amended, to implement a resolution adopted by the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) in June 2013, specifically Resolution C-13-01 for a Multiannual 
Program for the Conservation of Tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean during 2014-2016. The proposed 
regulations to implement these tuna conservation measures would amend the Pacific tuna fisheries 
regulations at 50 CFR part 300, subpart C. These revisions would ensure that the United States is 
satisfying its obligations under the TCA.  
 
This rule, RIN 0648-BD52, amends current tuna conservation measures in the longline and purse seine 
fisheries operating in the IATTC Convention Area by: 

1) Establishing a 500 metric ton catch limit on bigeye tuna caught by longline vessels greater than 
24 meters in length in the IATTC Convention Area during 2014 through 2016; 
 

2) Prohibiting purse seine vessels of class size 4 to 6 (greater than 182 metric tons in carrying 
capacity) from fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tunas in the IATTC Convention Area 
for a period of 62 days in each year 2014, 2015, and 2016, and allowing exceptions for: 
 
a) Purse seine vessels of class size 4 (between 182 and 272 metric tons carrying capacity) to 

make a single fishing trip of up to 30 days duration during the closed period, provided that 
the vessel carries an observer of the On-Board Observer Program of the Agreement on the 
International Dolphin Conservation Program; 
 

b) In the event of force majeure (vessels disabled by mechanical and/or structural failure, fire, or 
explosion) rendering a purse seine vessel unable to proceed to sea outside of a closure period 
for at least 62 days (the prescribed closure period), the vessel owner may request an 
exemption from the closure period and if the request is accepted by the IATTC, the purse 
seine vessel owner may observe a reduced closure period of 30 consecutive days; 
 

3) Closing the fishery for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tuna within the area of 96º and 110ºW and 
between 4°N and 3°S to purse seine vessels of class size 4 to 6 from 0000 hours on September 29 
to 2400 hours on October 29, in years 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

 
There are two aspect of this rule that will effect a change in information collection:  

1) Purse seine owners were previously required to notify NMFS of their choice of 62-day closure 
period (July 29 to September 28 or November 18 to January 18) via fax, but now vessel owners 
or an association representative may also notify NMFS via e-mail.  
 

2) The addition of the force majeure provision: purse seine vessel owners or managers interested in 
requesting a force majeure exemption will be required to submit the information listed below to 
NMFS via fax or e-mail, such that their request can be considered for approval by IATTC 
Members. 
 

a) The name and official number of the vessel,  
 



2 
 

b) Vessel owner or manager’s name and signature, and  
 

c) Evidence to support the request, which may include but is not limited to photographs, 
repair bills, certificates of departure from port, United States Coast Guard form CG-
2692A (Ref. 46 CFR 4.05-10). 

 
Once the rule is final, NOAA will promptly post instructions for completing the force majeure 
exemption request to this website – 
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/management/inter-
american_tropical_tuna_comm.html – as part of a small entity compliance guide. 

 
The number of respondents (139) is not expected to change as a result of this rulemaking. It is 
estimated that about 1 respondent per year may express an interest in requesting a force majeure 
exemption and to do so would be required to provide the aforementioned information, adding one 
response (312 total (previously 311) per year.  

 
Additional annual burden: 1 x 1 hour = 1 hour; new total burden for this information collection: 
177 hours (previously 176 hours) per year. 

 
Additional annual cost: (1 application x $3 fax) = $3; new total cost: $3,781 (previously $3,778). 

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/management/inter-american_tropical_tuna_comm.html
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/management/inter-american_tropical_tuna_comm.html


PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95
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