
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 02/09/2011

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
01/06/2011

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201012-0648-012
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  International Dolphin Conservation Program
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0387
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2012                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 568 403 1,300

New 583 409 1,339

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 15 6 39

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 216  Waiver request to transit 
ETP without permit 
including reporting 
requirements

 Vessel Permit Application 
- 2010

 Vessel permit application NA

 Vessel operator permit Vessel Operator Permit 
application

NA

50 CFR 216  Vessel departure 
notification

50 CFR 216  Change in permit 
operator notification

50 CFR 216  Modified net notification

50 CFR 216  Experimental fishing 
permit applications

50 CFR 216  Dolphin mortality limit 
request

50 CFR 300  Vessel register annual 
notification

50 CFR 300  Notification prior to 
transfer of vessel to 
foreign registry and flag

50 CFR 216  Arrival notification

50 CFR 216  Tuna tracking 

50 CFR 216  Monthly tuna storage 
removal reports

50 CFR 216  Monthly tuna receiving 
reports

50 CFR 216  Documentary evidence 
requests by Administrator

  School collection of tuna 
samples



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0387 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will publish a final rule (RIN 0648-AY75) 
amending regulations under the authority of the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950, to revise the 
current United States (U.S.) vessel carrying capacity limit for the purse seine fishery in order to 
be consistent with the amount authorized under international resolutions adopted by the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC). The purse seine fishery targets tuna species in 
the IATTC Convention Area. The rule to implement these tuna conservation measures would 
amend the Pacific tuna fisheries regulations at 50 CFR part 300, subpart C.  
 
Under IATTC resolutions, the U.S. has been allocated a total carrying capacity for its purse seine 
fleet in the Convention Area of 31,775 cubic meters (m3), or about 27,147 metric tons (mt). This 
would allow for a maximum of about 20 large vessels or less, depending on the size of the 
individual vessels and the number of small vessels participating in the fishery, to be on the 
IATTC Vessel Register and participate in the fishery. However, U.S. regulations currently limit 
the carrying capacity to 8,969 mt, or about 10,498 m3. This allows for about seven or eight large 
vessels to participate in the fishery. The proposed rule would amend those regulations by (i) 
replacing the self-imposed 8,969 mt capacity limit with a 31,775 m3 limit, and (ii) removing the 
exemption that allows small purse seine vessels to operate in the IATTC Convention Area and 
target tuna without being on the IATTC Vessel Register. These revisions would ensure that the 
U.S. is satisfying its obligations under the Tuna Conventions Act while allowing for controlled 
operational flexibility for the U.S. industry consistent with the IATTC management framework.  
  
If the proposed rule is adopted, it is possible, although highly unlikely, that the participation in 
the purse seine fishery operating in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean (ETP) could increase 
threefold. However, the current capacity limit of 8,969 mt has never been fully utilized since it 
was established in 2005, and when excess U.S. capacity has been available in the past, there has 
not been a surge to use this capacity. Thus, it is apparent that there has not been a high demand 
for additional vessels to enter the fishery and NMFS does not expect there to be a significant 
increase in the numbers of vessels applying to be on the IATTC Vessel Register (Vessel 
Register), the list of vessels authorized to fish for tuna and tuna-like species in the ETP and thus 
required to submit vessel information to NMFS.  
 
In the unlikely event that there was an increase in the number of applicants for ETP vessel 
permits due to the increase in the carrying capacity of the fleet, the total estimated burden hours 
would increase. In addition, removing the exemption for small vessels may result in an increase 
in the number of owners of small purse seine vessels requesting active or inactive status on the 
Vessel Register. Thus, it is estimated that there would be a total of 10 respondents who are 
owners of purse seine vessels applying for ETP vessel permits (previously the estimate was 
three), five respondents who are owners of small purse seine vessels requesting active status 
(previously the estimate was one), and five respondents who are owners of small purse seine 
vessels requesting inactive status (previously the estimate was one) as a result of this rulemaking. 
All other estimates of respondents remain the same, thus the total number of respondents will 
increase by 15 (7+4+4).  



Respondents (116; previously 101) 
 Owners/managing owners of large purse seine vessels (applicants for ETP vessel 

permits): 10 (previously 3) 
 Owners/managing owners of small purse seine vessels (requesting active status): 5 

(previously 1) 
 Owners/managing owners of small purse seine vessels (requesting inactive status): 5 

(previously 1): 
 
Additional respondents: 15 
Additional responses: 15 
Additional hours:  7 

7 permits applications x 35 minutes = 4 hours, 5 minutes (4 hours) 
4 active status requests x 35 minutes = 2 hours, 20 minutes + 4 inactive status requests x 

5 minutes = 20 minutes) = 2 hours, 40 minutes (3 hours). 
 
Additional reporting/recordkeeping cost: $38.86 (7 applications and 4 active status requests x 
$3.30 ($3.00 fax + $0.30 per photograph) = $36.30; 4 inactive status requests x $0.64 (($0.44 
postage; $0.10 per envelope; $0.10 per copy) = $2.56) – total to be rounded up to $39. 
 
The information required for the ETP vessel permit form would not change except for requesting 
an additional metric be reported for the well volume carrying capacity if available (i.e., cubic 
meters) (see the attached form with the proposed change highlighted). If this estimate is not 
provided by the vessel owner, the cubic meters measurement would be estimated by NMFS, so 
there would not be any increase in the time burden due to this change. The information required 
for owners requesting active or inactive status would not change. 
 
 

 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95



 OMB Control No. 0648-0387 
         Expiration Date: 01/31/2012 

 
 VESSEL PERMIT APPLICATION - 2010 
 $200.00  Fee 
 Species Sought:  Yellowfin and Other Tuna and Tuna-like Species 
 
The collection of information is mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1371) and by implementing 
regulations contained at 50 CFR §216.24(b)(1).  The information supplied on this form will be used by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to authorize the incidental take and to alert vessel owners of applicable rules and 
regulations regarding the permit for the taking of marine mammals incidental to commercial purse seine fishing for 
yellowfin tuna in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.  The name of the vessel and owner, official number, tonnage, 
carrying capacity and business address supplied on this form may be released under the Freedom of Information Act.  All 
other information supplied on this form are considered proprietary and therefore subject to data confidentiality 
restriction of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Administrative Order 216-100. 
 
 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 
 
a. NAME OF VESSEL: 
 

 
b. OFFICIAL NUMBER: 

 
c. TONNAGE:  

 
d. CARRYING CAPACITY: 
(short or metric tons, and cubic meters) 
 

 
e. MAXIMUM VESSEL SPEED: 
(knots) 

 
f. FEDERAL, STATE, AND COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSES: 
(include type, identification numbers, and expiration dates) 
 
 
 
 
g. TYPES OF PROCESSING EQUIPMENT: 
 
  
 
 2. OWNER INFORMATION 
 
I hereby certify that the above-named vessel, bearing the official number indicated, is owned 
as follows. (State the nature of ownership, e.g., corporation, partnership, joint venture, etc., after 
the owner's name.): 
 
OWNER'S NAME: 
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
 
TELEPHONE: 
FAX: 

 
 3. VESSEL PERMIT HOLDER INFORMATION 
 
THE VESSEL PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED TO THE OWNER IDENTIFIED IN BLOCK 2. PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION IF THE PERMIT IS TO BE ISSUED TO THE MANAGING OWNER INSTEAD OF THE OWNER: 
 
MANAGING OWNER'S NAME 
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
 
TELEPHONE: 
FAX: 

 
 4. OPERATOR INFORMATION 
 
NAME OF PERMITTED OPERATOR: 
 

 5. MARINE MAMMAL SAFETY INFORMATION 
 
 
Does the above-named vessel intend to make intentional purse seine sets on marine 
mammals to capture tuna?  

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
IF YES, IS THE VESSEL EQUIPPED WITH THE FOLLOWING DOLPHIN SAFETY GEAR? 
 
Dolphin Safety Panel 

 
YES 

 
NO 

   



Dolphin Safety Panel Markers YES NO 
 
Dolphin Safety Panel Hand Holds are securely fastened 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Dolphin Safety Panel Corkline Hangings are securely fastened 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
An operational Dolphin Safety Light capable of producing 140,000 lumens 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Minimum of 3 speedboats equipped with towing bridles or towing posts 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
At least two Operational Facemasks, Snorkels, or Viewboxes 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Operational Raft 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
 6. VESSEL CONTACT PERSON 
 
THE FOLLOWING PERSON HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DEAL WITH NMFS ON BEHALF OF THE VESSEL: 
 
a. NAME: 
   BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
 
   TELEPHONE: 
   FAX: 
 

 
b. RELATIONSHIP TO VESSEL OWNER 
   OR MANAGING OWNER (specify): 
 
 
 

 
 7. PERSON COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION 
 
a. NAME: 
 
 

 
b. RELATIONSHIP TO VESSEL OWNER OR 
   MANAGING OWNER: 

 
I agree to release to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) all records made by Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission observers during fishing trips aboard the vessel under this permit and furnish 
the international observer program with all release forms required to authorize the observer data to be 
provided to NMFS.  Under penalty of perjury, I declare that the information in this application is true 
and complete. 
 
                                                                                
           SIGNATURE OF THE PERSON COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION              DATE 
 
Upon completion, submit with $200.00 fee in check payable to:  National Marine Fisheries 
Service; Protected Resources; 501 West Ocean, Blvd., Suite 4200; Long Beach, CA  90802-4213 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including 
the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Regional Administrator, 
Southwest Region, National Marine Fisheries Service, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, California, 
90802-4213, (562) 980-4001. 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a 
collection of information unless it displays a current and valid OMB Control number. 
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