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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
DOCUMENTATION OF FISH HARVEST 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0365 
 

 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for an extension of a current information collection. 
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) issued a final rule to implement Amendment 9 to the Fishery Management Plan 
for the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic Region (FMP) on January 25, 1999 (64 
FR 3624, RIN 0648-AK05).  That rule contained an information collection requirement that 
dealers possessing red porgy, gag, or black grouper, harvested during seasonal closures must 
maintain documentation that such fish were harvested from areas other than the South Atlantic.  
On June 29, 2009, a final rule implementing Amendment 16 to the FMP was published, which 
added several more species to the information collection (74 FR 30964, RIN 0648-AW64).  
These species include greater amberjack, red grouper, scamp, red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth 
grouper, yellowfin grouper, graysby, and coney. 
 
During January through April, no person may sell or purchase a red porgy, gag, black grouper, 
red grouper, scamp, red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper, graysby, or 
coney.  In addition, during April, no person may sell or purchase greater amberjack, harvested 
from South Atlantic Federal waters or, if harvested by a vessel for which a valid Federal 
commercial or charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been 
issued, harvested from the South Atlantic (i.e., state or Federal waters).  This prohibition does 
not apply to a dealer's purchase or sale of such species harvested from an area other than the 
South Atlantic, provided such fish is accompanied by documentation of harvest outside the South 
Atlantic. 
 
There are no program changes to this information collection. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
A dealer's purchase or sale of greater amberjack, red porgy, gag, black grouper, red grouper, 
scamp, red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper, graysby, or coney 
harvested from an area other than the South Atlantic must be accompanied by documentation of 
harvest outside the South Atlantic.  Such documentation must contain the information specified 
in 50 CFR 622.192(e)-(i)  and 50 CFR part 300 subpart K for marking containers or packages of 
fish or wildlife that are imported, exported, or transported in interstate commerce.  The required 
documentation will allow dealers to sell fish which were caught from areas outside the South 
Atlantic during closed seasons.  The following information is required to be maintained on each 
container and/or catch of harvested greater amberjack, red porgy, gag, black grouper, red 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1999-01-25/pdf/99-1604.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1999-01-25/pdf/99-1604.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2009-06-29/pdf/E9-15342.pdf
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grouper, scamp, red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin grouper, graysby, or coney, 
during closed seasons: 
 

a) The official number of the vessel harvesting the greater amberjack, red porgy, gag, black 
grouper, red grouper, scamp, red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, yellowfin 
grouper, graysby, or coney 

b) The registered name of the vessel harvesting the above-named species 
c) The home port of the vessel harvesting the above-named species  
d) The port of offloading from the vessel harvesting the above-named species  
e) The date of offloading from the vessel harvesting the above-named species  
f) A statement signed by the dealer attesting that the above-named species were harvested 

from an area other than the South Atlantic. 
 
Law Enforcement Officers from NMFS will use the data when investigating the sale of fish 
during those periods when fishing is restricted.  Record keeping is required to document the 
origin of the fish being sold out of season. 
 
NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical, or general informational publications.  Should NMFS decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
 The records required at the time of inspection are to be maintained by the fish dealer and must 
remain and be retained with the fish product, container, and/or catch being sold during those 
periods when fishing is restricted.  Also, a copy must be maintained with the sales records.  
Currently, these documents are required to be maintained in paper form, however, NMFS is 
investigating whether or not they may be maintained in electronic form in the future. NMFS 
Office for Law Enforcement’s main concern is maintaining a signature in the event that the 
authenticity becomes a question. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There are no similar or comparable programs, as only federal regulations have been developed 
for this specific situation. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Most of the dealers in these fisheries can be categorized as small businesses.  The collection will 
not have a significant impact on small businesses, and no special modifications of the  
requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of small businesses. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
There is no reporting frequency requirement for the dealers. Records are maintained and made 
available upon request by NMFS Law Enforcement Officers.  If records are not kept either 
proper enforcement could not take place or dealers would be prohibited from possessing 
otherwise legal fish. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
No special circumstances require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with 
OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice soliciting public comment on the information collection was published 
on February 24, 2015 (80 FR 9698). No comments were received on the solicitation. 
 
One comment was received during a public meeting, regarding the requirement that a statement 
signed by the dealer must be received attesting that the South Atlantic snapper-grouper species 
were harvested from an area other than the South Atlantic. The concern is that the dealer can be 
told the fish were harvested outside of the South Atlantic without it being true.  Therefore, it was 
recommended that a statement from the fisherman would carry more weight.  NMFS is 
considering this change for a future amendment. The meeting had opened with the statement that 
comments on the information requirements were welcome. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
There is no assurance of confidentiality provided. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive information is required. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The recordkeeping requirement is expected to be utilized 100 times each year (an average of 4 
times per each of 25 dealers) and to consume 30 minutes for each response.  The total burden for 
this request is 50 hours. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The recordkeeping requirement is consistent with normal business practices and should not 
involve any additional cost. 
 
 14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There is no cost to the government other than regular staff time: approximately 50 hours per year 
at $20 per hour, or $1,000. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
No program changes have been identified. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No formal publications based on these collections are planned. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
The collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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ACTION: Notice of open meeting. 

SUMMARY: The National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) Smart 
Grid Advisory Committee (SGAC or 
Committee), will meet in open session 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern time and 
Wednesday, March 11, 2015 from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Eastern time. The 
primary purposes of this meeting are to 
discuss the Grid 3.0 Strategic Planning 
Effort and NIST Transactive Energy, 
Distributed Energy Resources, 
Microgrid, and Smart City activities. 
The agenda may change to 
accommodate Committee business. The 
final agenda will be posted on the Smart 
Grid Web site at http://www.nist.gov/
smartgrid. 
DATES: The SGAC will meet on Tuesday, 
March 10, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Eastern time and Wednesday, 
March 11, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. Eastern time. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in 
Conference Room B205, Building 226 
(Building Research), National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST), 
100 Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 20899. Please note admittance 
instructions under the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION section of this notice. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Cuong Nguyen, Smart Grid and Cyber- 
Physical Systems Program Office, 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail 
Stop 8200, Gaithersburg, MD 20899– 
8200; telephone 301–975–2254, fax 
301–948–5668; or via email at 
cuong.nguyen@nist.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Committee was established in 
accordance with the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
App. The Committee is composed of 
nine to fifteen members, appointed by 
the Director of NIST, who were selected 
on the basis of established records of 
distinguished service in their 
professional community and their 
knowledge of issues affecting Smart 
Grid deployment and operations. The 
Committee advises the Director of NIST 
in carrying out duties authorized by 
section 1305 of the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 
(Pub. L. 110–140). The Committee 
provides input to NIST on Smart Grid 
standards, priorities, and gaps, on the 
overall direction, status, and health of 
the Smart Grid implementation by the 
Smart Grid industry, and on Smart Grid 
Interoperability Panel activities, 
including the direction of research and 
standards activities. Background 
information on the Committee is 

available at http://www.nist.gov/
smartgrid/committee.cfm. 

Pursuant to the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
App., notice is hereby given that the 
NIST Smart Grid Advisory Committee 
(SGAC or Committee) will meet in open 
session on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern time 
and Wednesday, March 11, 2015 from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Eastern time. 
The meeting will be open to the public 
and held in the Conference Room B205, 
Building 226 (Building Research) at 
NIST in Gaithersburg, Maryland. The 
primary purposes of this meeting are to 
discuss the Grid 3.0 Strategic Planning 
Effort and NIST Transactive Energy, 
Distributed Energy Resources, 
Microgrid, and Smart City activities. 
The agenda may change to 
accommodate Committee business. The 
final agenda will be posted on the Smart 
Grid Web site at http://www.nist.gov/
smartgrid. 

Individuals and representatives of 
organizations who would like to offer 
comments and suggestions related to the 
Committee’s affairs are invited to 
request a place on the agenda by 
submitting their request to Cuong 
Nguyen at cuong.nguyen@nist.gov or 
(301) 975–2254 no later than 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern time, Friday, February 27, 2015. 
On Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 
approximately one-half hour will be 
reserved at the end of the meeting for 
public comments, and speaking times 
will be assigned on a first-come, first- 
serve basis. The amount of time per 
speaker will be determined by the 
number of requests received, but is 
likely to be about three minutes each. 
Questions from the public will not be 
considered during this period. Speakers 
who wish to expand upon their oral 
statements, those who had wished to 
speak but could not be accommodated 
on the agenda, and those who were 
unable to attend in person are invited to 
submit written statements to Mr. Cuong 
Nguyen, Smart Grid and Cyber-Physical 
Systems Program Office, National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 8200, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–8200; 
telephone 301–975–2254, fax 301–948– 
5668; or via email at cuong.nguyen@
nist.gov. 

All visitors to the NIST site are 
required to pre-register to be admitted. 
Anyone wishing to attend this meeting 
must register by 5:00 p.m. Eastern time, 
Friday, February 27, 2015, in order to 
attend. Please submit your full name, 
time of arrival, email address, and 
phone number to Cuong Nguyen. Non- 
U.S. citizens must submit additional 
information; please contact Mr. Nguyen. 

Mr. Nguyen’s email address is 
cuong.nguyen@nist.gov and his phone 
number is (301) 975–2254. Also, please 
note that under the REAL ID Act of 2005 
(Pub. L. 109–13), federal agencies, 
including NIST, can only accept a state- 
issued driver’s license or identification 
card for access to federal facilities if 
issued by states that are REAL ID 
compliant or have an extension. NIST 
also currently accepts other forms of 
federal-issued identification in lieu of a 
state-issued driver’s license. For 
detailed information please contact Mr. 
Nguyen or visit: http://www.nist.gov/
public_affairs/visitor/. 

Kevin Kimball, 
Chief of Staff. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03831 Filed 2–20–15; 11:15 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Documentation of 
Fish Harvest 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 27, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Anik Clemens, (727) 551– 
5611 or anik.clemens@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The seafood dealers who process red 
porgy, gag, black grouper, or greater 
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amberjack during seasonal fishery 
closures must maintain documentation, 
as specified in 50 CFR part 300 subpart 
K, that such fish were harvested from 
areas other than the South Atlantic. The 
documentation includes information on 
the vessel that harvested the fish and on 
where and when the fish were 
offloaded. The information is required 
for the enforcement of fishery 
regulations. 

II. Method of Collection 

The information is in the form of a 
paper affidavit which remains with the 
respondent. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0365. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Businesses or other 
for-profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
25. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 50. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–03698 Filed 2–23–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD786 

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meetings. 

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold a meeting of its Standing, Special 
Reef Fish, Special Shrimp and Special 
Spiny Lobster Scientific and Statistical 
Committees (SSC). 
DATES: The meeting will convene at 1 
p.m. Tuesday, March 10, 2015 and 
conclude by 12 noon on Thursday, 
March 12, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council office, 2203 North Lois Avenue, 
Suite 1100, Tampa, FL 33607. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Steven Atran, Senior Fishery Biologist, 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (813) 348–1630; fax: 
(813) 348–1711; email: steven.atran@
gulfcouncil.org. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items 
of discussion in the individual meeting 
agenda are as follows: 

Standing, Special Shrimp and Special 
Spiny Lobster SSC Agenda, Tuesday, 
March 10, 2015, 1 p.m. Until 5:30 p.m. 
I. Introductions and Adoption of 

Agenda 
II. Approval of Minutes 

a. August 2014 Standing and Special 
Shrimp SSC 

b. January 2011 Standing, Special 
Spiny Lobster and Special Reef Fish 
SSC 

III. Selection of SSC representative at 
March, 2015 Council meeting 

IV. Report on the MSY ABC Control 
Rule Workshop for Penaeid Shrimp 

a. AP recommendations 
b. Shrimp 15 implications 

V. Shrimp Amendment 17 
a. Working Group recommendations 
b. AP recommendations 

VI. Spiny Lobster 2013–14 Landings 
a. Report on Review Panel for Spiny 

Lobster 

Standing, Special Reef Fish SSC 
Agenda, Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 
8:30 a.m. Until 5 p.m. and Thursday, 
March 12, 2015, 8:30 a.m. Until 12 
Noon—If Needed 
VII. Approval of Minutes 

a. January 2014 Standing and Special 
Reef Fish SSC 

b. January 2011 Standing, Special 
Spiny Lobster and Special Reef Fish 
SSC 

VIII. Reorganization of SSCs as 
approved by Council 

IX. FWC Mutton Snapper Update 
Assessment 

X. Hogfish OFL and ABC 
a. OFL and ABC recommendations for 

Gulf stock 
XI. Minimum Stock Size Threshold 

Amendment 
XII. SEDAR 45 vermilion snapper Terms 

of Reference and Project Schedule 
XIII. Review of draft National Standard 

1 Guideline revisions 
XIV. Review of NMFS Climate Change 

Strategy 
XV. National SSC Workshop V 

Summary 
XVI. Ecosystem Working Group 

Summary 
a. Ecosystem SSC recommendations 

XVII. Other Business 
—Adjourn— 

The Agenda is subject to change, and 
the latest version will be posted on the 
Council’s file server. To access the file 
server, the URL is https://
public.gulfcouncil.org:5001/webman/
index.cgi, or go to the Council’s Web 
site and click on the FTP link in the 
lower left of the Council Web site 
(http://www.gulfcouncil.org). The 
username and password are both 
‘‘gulfguest’’. Click on the ‘‘Library 
Folder’’, then scroll down to ‘‘SSC 
meeting—2015–03’’. 

The meeting will be webcast over the 
internet. A link to the webcast will be 
available on the Council’s Web site, 
http://www.gulfcouncil.org. 

Although other non-emergency issues 
not on the agenda may come before the 
Scientific and Statistical Committees for 
discussion, in accordance with the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
those issues may not be the subject of 
formal action during these meetings. 
Actions of the Scientific and Statistical 
Committees will be restricted to those 
issues specifically identified in the 
agenda and any issues arising after 
publication of this notice that require 
emergency action under Section 305(c) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the Council’s intent to take action to 
address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
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