
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
01/13/2015Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jerry Harper
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

10/24/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: Sea Grant Program Application Requirements for Grants, for Sea Grant Fellowships, including the
Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowships, and for Designation as a Sea Grant College or
Sea Grant I

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0362

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2018

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 2,091 857 999

New 2,091 857 998

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 -1

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201410-0648-014ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

Sea Grant Program Control
Form - Institutions and
individuals

NOAA 90-1 Sea Grant Control.

Sea Grant Program Project
Record form - institutions

NOAA 90-2 Sea Grant Program Project
Record Form

Sea Grant Program Budget -
institutions and individuals

NOAA 90-4 Sea Grant Program Budget
Form

Application for Designation as
a Sea Grant College or
Regional Consortium

15 CFR 918.7

Sea Grant Fellowship
Application

33 CFR 1126



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION
Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer.  Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement,  and any
additional documentation to:  Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102, 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC  20503. 

 1.  Agency/Subagency originating request

     

 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None

        a.                    -                                        

 3.  Type of information collection (check one)

   a. [   ]  New Collection 

   b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

   c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

   d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   f.  [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

 4.  Type of review requested (check one)
   a. [   ] Regular submission
   b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by               /             /              
   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

 6.  Requested expiration date
   a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:     /    

 7. Title                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                      

 8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)    

 9. Keywords                                               
                         

10. Abstract                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                    
                            

11.  Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.        Individuals or households    d.         Farms
b.         Business or other for-profit e.         Federal Government
c.         Not-for-profit institutions    f.         State, Local or Tribal Government

 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
     a. [    ] Voluntary
     b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
     c. [    ] Mandatory

13.  Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
     a. Number of respondents                       

     b. Total annual responses                     
        1. Percentage of these responses
           collected electronically                        %
     c. Total annual hours requested                                 
     d. Current OMB inventory                     

     e. Difference                                                            
     f. Explanation of difference
        1. Program change                            
        2. Adjustment                                            

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of                 
      dollars)
    a. Total annualized capital/startup costs                         

    b. Total annual costs (O&M)                                          

    c. Total annualized cost requested                           

    d. Current OMB inventory                                                     

    e. Difference                                                                
    f.  Explanation of difference

       1. Program change                                                          

       2. Adjustment                                                           

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all            
others that apply with "X")
 a.       Application for benefits       e.      Program planning or management
 b.       Program evaluation             f.      Research   
 c.       General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.       Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a.  [   ] Recordkeeping                 b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c.  [  ] Reporting
         1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly                3. [   ] Monthly  
         4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually       6. [   ] Annually 
         7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)                                              

17. Statistical methods
     Does this information collection employ statistical methods                            
                                        [   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding 
      the content of this submission)

    Name:                                             
    Phone:                                          

 OMB 83-I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        10/95



       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        10/95



Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator or head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or Staff
Office)   

 Signature Date

 Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

 Signature Date

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

SEA GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS,  
FOR SEA GRANT FELLOWSHIPS, AND FOR DESIGNATION AS A  

SEA GRANT COLLEGE OR SEA GRANT INSTITUTE 
 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0362 
 

 
A. JUSTIFICATION  

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  

This request is for revision and extension of a current information collection. The project record 
form, 90-2, is being revised, based on comments received. 

The objectives of the National Sea Grant College Program, according to the Sea Grant 
legislation (33 USC 1121-1131) are to increase the understanding, assessments, development, 
utilization, and conservation of the Nation's ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources.  It 
accomplishes these objectives by conducting research, education, and outreach programs.   

Grant monies are available for funding activities that help attain the objectives of the Sea Grant 
Program. Both single and multi-project grants are awarded, with the latter representing about 80 
percent of the total grant program. In addition to the SF-424 and other standard grant application 
requirements, three additional forms are required with a grant application.  These are the Sea Grant 
Control Form, used to identify the organizations and personnel who would be involved in the grant; the 
Project Record Form, which collects summary data on projects; and the Sea Grant Budget, used in 
place of the SF 424a or 424c. NOAA Form 90-1, Sea Grant Control, NOAA Form 90-2, Project Record 
Form, and NOAA Form 90-4, the Sea Grant Budget, are approved under OMB Control No. 0648-0362. 
Each form provides information needed by the program but not supplied by the standard application 
process. The specific needs are described in Question 2 below.  

The Sea Grant legislation (33 USC 1126) provides for the designation of a public or private institution 
of higher education, institute, laboratory, or State or local agency as a Sea Grant college or Sea Grant 
institute. Applications are required for designation of Sea Grant Colleges and Sea Grant Institutes. 
Institutions seeking designation as a Sea Grant college or Sea Grant institute must submit an 
application in accordance with 15 CFR 918.7.  This is a one-time collection required only when a 
college or institution first requests to join the Sea Grant program, or when an existing program seeks 
to change the scope of its current designation.  No forms are used.  The data the collection provides 
helps the program officers determine the suitability of the applicant for meeting the standards and 
conditions for being a Sea Grant College as set forth in 33 USC 1126 and 15 CFR 918.5. These 
requirements are currently cleared under OMB Control No. 0648-0362.  
 
Applications are required in order to be awarded a Sea Grant Fellowship, including the Dean John 
A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowships. The requirements are set forth annually in announcements 
published in the Federal Register.  These requirements are currently approved under OMB Control 
No. 0648-0362.  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=00c279f6b1629bd2262b608ea40b8a44&node=se15.3.918_15&rgn=div8


2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be used. 
If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support information 
that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection complies with all 
applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  

Sea Grant Colleges or Institutes: The application for designation as a Sea Grant college or Sea Grant 
institute is required only when a college or university requests to be recognized as a Sea Grant 
program.  Existing programs may also use the same application process to request a change in the 
scope of their current designation. Applications are to provide an outline of the applicant’s capabilities 
and the reasons why it merits designation.  The standards to be met are set forth in 15 CFR 918.3.  The 
data the collection provides helps the program officers determine the suitability of the applicant for 
meeting the standards and qualifications for being a Sea Grant college or institute as set in the 
authorizing legislation.  

Sea Grant Fellowships: Applications for Sea Grant Fellowships, including a Dean John A. Knauss 
Marine Policy Fellowship, must include a resume or curriculum vitae; a personal education and/or 
career goal statement; up to three letters of recommendation, including one from the student’s major 
professor or student advisor; and a copy of undergraduate and graduate student transcripts. Depending 
upon the nature of the Sea Grant Fellowship, additional information may be required including a letter 
of endorsement from the sponsoring state Sea Grant Director; a brief description of and letter of 
endorsement from a required partner, if any; a project description if the fellowship is research related; 
and information about the student’s remaining degree requirements.  This information is used by 
program officers to evaluate the applicants and to determine which applicants will be most likely to 
forward the goals of the Sea Grant Program during and after the fellowship. The program seeks to 
support not only the best students but ones who intend to pursue related goals in the future.  

Sea Grants: 
 
The NOAA Form 90-1, Sea Grant Control, is used primarily to identify the organizations and personnel 
who would be involved in the proposed grant. A goal of the Sea Grant program is to maximize the 
number of graduate students working on research projects.  For funded grants, the information is used 
by the National Sea Grant Office (NSGO) to collate accurate information on the number of students 
supported with Sea Grant funds and to summarize the impact of Sea Grants on the academic 
community.  In addition, the form provides information on collaborations between governmental 
organizations, industry, and the Sea Grant program.  The data supplied in this document form the basis 
for many of our responses to the Administration, the Congress, other agencies, and to the public about 
the scope of Sea Grant activities. Certain minimal summary financial data are also required to help 
evaluate whether the resources proposed are sufficient to achieve the goals. Much of this information is 
similar to biographical and other information contained in OMB Circulars A-102 and A-110, but 
NOAA has found it more efficient to use a form to gather this and related information.  
 
The NOAA Form 90-2, Project Record Form requires information on the investigators involved, as 
well as the overall funding, objectives, methodology, and rationale for the project.  The information is 
used by both the NSGO and the state Sea Grant programs to help determine the value of each 
individual project to the total program, whether matching costs are allowed, the rationale for funding 
and the methodology used, as well as administrative controls.  The summary helps the NSGO evaluate 
the proposals during its funding decisions.  The information is also placed on a database where both 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=00c279f6b1629bd2262b608ea40b8a44&node=se15.3.918_13&rgn=div8


Sea Grant personnel, potential grant applicants and the public can see what other projects have been 
funded. This speeds the review process and reduces the chance of applicants wasting time making 
proposals that duplicate an existing or past project. It also provides the basic data for the next project 
summary for an on-going project, so that the data only has to be updated rather than resubmitted. The 
information required on that form is now produced with and provided to Sea Grant in electronic 
software format (Excel Spreadsheet) that more efficiently collect the information required to monitor 
and evaluate the programs.  The programs send this information to the NSGO where it is added to 
project summary information in our database.  

The NOAA Form 90-4, Sea Grant Budget, is required in place of the SF 424a or SF 424c.  The SF-424 
provides only a summary of costs for the entire award. It does not give a detailed breakdown of costs 
associated with each project in a multi-project award, and such a breakdown is necessary for these 
applications because the Sea Grant program awards large multi-institution omnibus grants.  The Form 
90-4 gives the program officer a detailed breakdown of costs for each project funded by Sea Grant and 
allows the officer to determine whether or not the cost of a project is reasonable based on the level of 
effort stated in the proposal. Without these breakdowns, it would be impossible for the program officer 
to efficiently monitor the use of resources or the costs associated with each project funded by the 
National Sea Grant College Program. The Form 90-4 contains all information required on a SF 424a, so 
that a SF 424a is not also required for each project when a Form 90-4 is used.  

In response to Section 515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 
2001 (Public Law 106-554), NOAA has issued guidelines for ensuring and maximizing the quality of 
information disseminated by the agency.  Information submitted to the National Sea Grant Office in 
grant applications is regularly subjected to internal NSGO review as part of the grant award process. Of 
the various types of information collected (described above) some of the information will be 
disseminated to the public or used to support publicly disseminated information.  Sea Grant has 
administrative mechanisms in place to ensure that a basic level of quality of information products is 
maintained.  These include procedures for competitive peer review of all research grants, and 
performance-based evaluations of all university Sea Grant programs according to guidelines set by the 
NSGO.   

Sea Grant is a science and education organization. It does not have regulatory responsibilities. In 
general, the NSGO provides summary information to the public about the grants it awards. 
Information is publically disseminated through the publication of reports describing Sea Grant’s 
university-based research, education, and outreach activities. These reports are widely distributed in 
both print and web-based formats. All reports and supporting data are reviewed for objectivity, utility 
and integrity, as required by the NOAA guidelines, before they are disseminated.  Previously 
disseminated information is reviewed on a regular basis to ensure the information is current and 
continues to comply with the NOAA guidelines.  

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  

The NOAA Form 90-1, Sea Grant Control, NOAA Form 90-2, Project Record Form, and NOAA 
Form 90-4, are available in electronic format.  The NSGO maintains a relational database to store, 
archive, and retrieve information provided on these forms.  Grant opportunities are posted 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html


on http://grants.gov, and found by searching in Sea Grant's CFDA number, 11.417. Instructions 
for a recent major opportunity is included in this submission under the applicable ICs. 

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.  

There is no similar data available from other sources.  

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the 
methods used to minimize burden.  

These requirements have no significant impact on small businesses or entities.  

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not 
conducted or is conducted less frequently.  

The grant and fellowship application information is required as part of the annual grant application 
process and cannot be collected less frequently. The requests for Sea Grant College or Sea Grant 
Institute designation or change in designation is a one-time action at the respondent’s discretion.  

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  

The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines. 

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received in 
response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on 
the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, 
disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or 
reported.  
 
A Federal Register Notice soliciting comments on this information collection was published on June 4, 
2014 (79 FR 32224). One comment was received in response to this notice. 

Comments were also requested directly from the Sea Grant Colleges and Institutions (the academic 
partners of the National Sea Grant College Program, and the predominant users of these forms). A total 
of 19 comments was received in response to this solicitation. 
 
A table summarizing the source and nature of the comments, and program responses, is included in this 
in this request. Several of the comments have led to minor changes in the project record form (all but 
one of these changes, which will take some time to address, are included in the form submitted with this 
ICR). In addition, full text of all comments in their original form is included in this submission as a 
PDF file, as well as a summary of proposed changes and outcomes.  
 
 

  

http://grants.gov/


9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  

No payments or gifts are made.  

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  

No confidentiality is promised.  

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private.  

No sensitive questions are asked.  

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  

The estimated number of hours for each requirement is as follows:  
 
Form 90-1, Sea Grant Control  
Estimated Number of respondents - 111 (31 institutions and 80 individuals at those institutions) 
Estimated Total Responses - 680 (600 for institutions*, 80 for individuals)  
Average response time - 30 minutes  
Total Annual response time - 340 hours  
 
Project Record Form (90-2)  
Estimated Number of respondents - 111  
Estimated Total Responses - 680  
Average response time - 20 minutes  
Total Annual response time - 227 Hours  
 
Form 90-4, Sea Grant Budget  
Estimated Number of respondents - 111  
Estimated Total Responses - 680  
Average response time - 15 minutes  
Total Annual response time - 170 hours  
 
Application for Designation as a Sea Grant College or Regional Consortia  
Estimated Number of respondents - 1  
Estimated Total Responses - 1  
Average response time - 20 hours  
Total Annual response time - 20 hours  
 
Application for Sea Grant Fellowships  
Estimated Number of respondents - 50  
Estimated Total Responses - 50  



Average response time - 2 hours  
Total Annual response time - 100 hours  
 
Collection Totals: 162 respondents, 2,091 responses, 857 hours.  
 
* Institutions respond to multiple grant solicitations. 
 
These estimates regarding the length of time each form takes to complete were determined from a 
sample of the Sea Grant Programs who are required to submit these forms  

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.  

Because 95 per cent of the forms are filled out and submitted electronically, the total annual cost 
for copying and mailing by respondents resulting from the collection is estimated to be less than 
$1000: for sending via FEDEX or similar services, at $9.50 for 2-day delivery. The estimated 
cost is thus 105 x $9.50 = $997.50 ($998).   

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  

The total cost burden to the government for conducting the collections and handling the information 
submitted is estimated at $65,928.  This does not include costs for secondary uses of the information.  
This estimate is based on staff time per response of 5 minutes for the 90-1 and 15 minutes each for the 
Project Record Form and Sea Grant Budget.  An application for designation takes about 200 man-hours 
to review. A fellowship application takes about 12 hours to review (4 persons at 2 hours each). A salary 
cost of $41/hr was used.  

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.  

No changes or adjustments were made. 

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  

The NSGO provides summary information to the public about the grants it awards.  Information is 
summarized and disseminated through the publication of reports describing Sea Grant’s university-
based research, education, and outreach activities. These reports are widely distributed in both print 
and web-based formats.   

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  

N/A.  

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the OMB 83-I.  

There are no exceptions.  



 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  

This collection does not employ statistical methods.  



NOAA FORM 90-1   U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE    
   Nat'l Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm. OMB Control No. 0648-0362 

Expiration Date 10/31/2014 
SEA GRANT CONTROL    

 PART I GENERAL      5. STARTING-EFFECTIVE DATE 
 1. GRANT NUMBER 2. GRANT TITLE    

  6. DURATION OF GRANT 

   MONTHS 

 3. NAME OF INSTITUTION 
 

7. AMOUNT OF GRANT 

 4. PRINCIPLE INVESTIGATOR-NAME TELEPHONE 8. AMOUNT OF MATCHING FUNDS 

  
 10. RESEARCH DATA (if all or part of this grant is for research indicate the number of individuals involved in each category) 9. AMOUNT REQUESTED 2nd YEAR 

  
 A. FACULTY AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF B.GRADUATE STUDENTS C.UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS D. TECHNICIANS E. CLERICAL 

     
 F. OTHER (Specific)  G. FTE's   

  
 11. EDUCATIONAL DATA (If all or part of this grant is for education indicate the number of individuals involved in each category) 

 A. FACULTY AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF B.GRADUATE STUDENTS C.UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS D. TECHNICIANS E. CLERICAL 

     
 F. OTHER (Specific)  G. FTE's   

  
 12. ADVISORY SERVICES DATA (If all or part of this grant is for education indicate the number of individuals involved in each category) 

 A. FACULTY AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF B.GRADUATE STUDENTS C.UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS D. TECHNICIANS E.  CLERICAL 

     
 F. OTHER (Specific)  G. FTE's   

  
 13. TOTAL NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED WITH THIS GRANT  A. FACULTY & PROFESSIONAL 

STAFF 
  

 B. Graduate Students  C.UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS  D. TECHNICIANS E. CLERICAL 

    
 F. OTHER (Specific)   G. FTE's   

  
 14. COLLABORATING  
 GOVERNMENTAL  
 ORGANIZATION(S) 

NAME(S) 

 15. PARTICIPATING  
 ACADEMIC  
 INSTITUTION(S) 
 

NAME(S) 

 16. INDUSTRIAL  
 PARTICIPANT(S) 
 

NAME(S) 

  NAME(S) AMOUNT 

 
 17. ORGANIZATION(S)         
 FURNISHING           
 MATCHING FUNDS 

   
$                                                         

   
$                                                         

   
$                                                         

 18. TITLE(S) OF PRINCIPAL REPORT(S) MADE AS A RESULT OF LAST GRANT (List only if grant is a renewal) 

  

  

        
 

 



OMB Control No. 0648-0362 
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SEA GRANT CONTROL FORM 

(Continued) 
   
 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT, PRIVACY ACT, AND PUBLIC BURDEN 
 
NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program exists to increase the understanding, assessment, development, utilization, and 
conservation of the Nation's ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. It does this by providing grant monies to promote a strong 
educational base, responsive research, and training. The information requested on this form may be required in order to be 
considered for an award under the authority of the National Sea Grant College Act, as amended.  The Control Form provides 
information to determine the types of research or service to be provided the collaborating and participating organizations, the 
number of technical and clerical personnel and staff hours involved.  The information requested may be disclosed to qualified 
reviewers and staff assistants as part of the application review process; to applicant institutions/grantees to provide or obtain data 
regarding the application review process, award decisions, or the administration of awards; to government contractors, experts, 
volunteers and researchers as necessary to complete assigned work; to other government agencies needing information as part of the 
review process or in order to coordinate programs; and to another Federal agency, court or party in a court or Federal administrative 
proceeding if the Government is a party. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor 
shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 

 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 20 hours per response, including the time necessary 
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of 
information, including suggestions to reduce this burden, to National Sea Grant College Program, R/SG, NOAA, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 (Attn: Paperwork Reduction Act). 
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SEA GRANT BUDGET FORM 90-2 
(Continued) 

   
 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT, PRIVACY ACT, AND PUBLIC BURDEN 
 

NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program exists to increase the understanding, assessment, development, 
utilization, and conservation of the Nation's ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. It does this by providing 
grant monies to promote a strong educational base, responsive research, and training. The information requested 
on this form is required in order to be considered for an award under the authority of the National Sea Grant 
College Act, as amended. The information will be used to determine the cost of each project and whether 
proposed matching costs are allowable. The information is also used in negotiating costs and in the 
administrative control of expenditures. The information requested may be disclosed to qualified reviewers and 
staff assistants as part of the application review process; to applicant institutions/grantees to provide or obtain 
data regarding the application review process, award decisions, or the administration of awards; to government 
contractors, experts, volunteers and researchers as necessary to complete assigned work; to other government 
agencies needing information as part of the review process or in order to coordinate programs; and to another 
Federal agency, court or party in a court or Federal administrative proceeding if the Government is a party. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number. 

 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 20 minutes per response, 
including the time necessary for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions to 
reduce this burden, to National Sea Grant College Program, R/SG, NOAA, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910 (Attn: Paperwork Reduction Act). 



OMB Control No. 0648-0362 
Expiration Date 10/31/2014 

SEA GRANT BUDGET FORM 90-4 
             

GRANTEE: GRANT/PROJECT NO.: 

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: DURATION (months) : 
months Yr. 

SALARIES AND WAGES:  man-months Sea Grant 
Funds 

Matching 
Funds  No. of 

People 
Amount 
of Effort  1. Senior Personnel   

  a. (Co) Principal Investigator:     
  b. Associates (Faculty or Staff):     
       Sub Total:     
   
 2. Other Personnel   
  a. Professionals:     
  b. Research Associates:     
  c. Res. Asst./Grad. Students:     
  d. Prof. School Students:     
  e. Pre-Bachelor Student(s):     
  f. Secretarial-Clerical:     
  g. Technicians:     
  h. Other:     
  Total Salaries and Wages:       
   
B.  FRINGE BENEFITS:    
        Total Personnel  (A and B):   
   
C.  PERMANENT EQUIPMENT:   
   
D.  EXPENDABLE SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT:   
   
E.  TRAVEL:   
 1. Domestic   
 2. International   
     Total Travel:   
   
F.  PUBLICATION AND DOCUMENTATION COSTS:   
   
G.  OTHER COSTS:   
 1.   
 2.   
 3.   
 4.   
 5.   
 Etc.   
       Total Other Costs:   
   
TOTAL DIRECT COST (A through G):   
   
INDIRECT COST (On campus      % of                 ):   
INDIRECT COST (Off campus      % of                 ):   
  Total Indirect Cost:   
   
TOTAL COSTS:   



OMB Control No. 0648-0362 
Expiration Date 10/31/2014 

SEA GRANT BUDGET FORM 90-4 
(Continued) 

   
 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT, PRIVACY ACT, AND PUBLIC BURDEN 
 
NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program exists to increase the understanding, assessment, development, 
utilization, and conservation of the Nation's ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources. It does this by providing 
grant monies to promote a strong educational base, responsive research, and training. The information requested 
on this form is required in order to be considered for an award under the authority of the National Sea Grant 
College Act, as amended. The information will be used to determine the cost of each project and whether 
proposed matching costs are allowable. The information is also used in negotiating costs and in the 
administrative control of expenditures. The information requested may be disclosed to qualified reviewers and 
staff assistants as part of the application review process; to applicant institutions/grantees to provide or obtain 
data regarding the application review process, award decisions, or the administration of awards; to government 
contractors, experts, volunteers and researchers as necessary to complete assigned work; to other government 
agencies needing information as part of the review process or in order to coordinate programs; and to another 
Federal agency, court or party in a court or Federal administrative proceeding if the Government is a party. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number. 

 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, 
including the time necessary for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions to 
reduce this burden, to National Sea Grant College Program, R/SG, NOAA, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910 (Attn: Paperwork Reduction Act). 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Federal Agency Name(s):  Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR), National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Department of Commerce 

Funding Opportunity Title:  NOAA Sea Grant Omnibus 2014-2017 

Announcement Type:  Initial 

Funding Opportunity Number:  NOAA-OAR-SG-2014-2003622 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number:  11.417, Sea Grant Support 

Dates:  Applications are due to Grants.gov by 5:00 p.m. (EST) November 1, 2013.  

Funding Opportunity Description:  NOAA Sea Grant expects to make available up to 

$48,000,000/year for institutional partnerships for FY 2014-2017. This Federal Funding 

Opportunity includes information on how to apply for this funding opportunity and criteria 

for institutional projects.  

The amount of federal funds to be requested by each applicant is set by the Director of 

the National Sea Grant College Program. Matching funds are required. 

FULL ANNOUNCEMENT TEXT 

I.  Funding Opportunity Description 

A.  Program Objective 

The NOAA National Sea Grant College Program was established by Congress 

to promote responsible use and conservation of the Nation's ocean, coastal, and 

Great Lakes resources.  Sea Grant carries out NOAA's mission of stewardship of 

our country's oceans and atmospheres through a broadly based network of 

universities. 

B.  Program Priorities 

It is a programmatic priority for this competition to fund omnibus proposals that 

relate to individual program strategic plans, the National Sea Grant Strategic Plan, 

and the NOAA Strategic Plan (link to strat Plan).  This competition will fund 

omnibus proposals that contain the following types of projects: 

● Management/Administration - Support and activities for Program leadership and 

other administrative/management staff. 

● Program Development - Program development (PD) is intended to fund rapid 

response projects that could not have been anticipated at the time the omnibus 

was written, or to make investments in high-risk, high-reward seed projects. The 

Program Development Project may not exceed 10% of the overall proposal. The 

PD project in the omnibus does not describe any of the small individual projects; 
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rather, it should briefly describe the process by which the individual projects will 

be solicited, selected, and documented. 

● Peer-Reviewed Projects 

○ Non-competitive communication, education, extension, outreach or other 

projects. 

○ Coastal Communities - Each of the programs is allocated $50,000/year to 

carry out coastal communities activities.  The goal of the coastal 

communities program is to build local capacity, improve community 

planning and management practices, and develop public safety education 

programs. Sea Grant technical assistance to help communities evaluate 

their tourism potential, plan waterside infrastructure development analyses 

policies and incentives to encourage public access and adapt new 

technologies to meet emerging business opportunities can be included. 

○ Climate Extension - Each program is eligible to receive $30,000/year for 

the purpose of improving community capacity to adapt to climate related 

challenges within each Sea Grant state or territory. 

● Competitive Projects - This includes competitively awarded research, education 

or other projects. 

● Future Competed Projects - For out-year competitive projects not yet determined 

by the competition in this omnibus, there should be be one or more projects in 

the omnibus called "Future ‘XX’ projects". These projects need to have one 90-2, 

and  90-4, as placeholders for each of outyears.(So for example, if during the 4-

year omnibus you plan to have one future project competition in year 3 for two 

year projects, you would need a 90-4 for year 3 of the omnibus, a 90-4 for year 4 

of the omnibus, and an overall 90-4). A project description (other than what is on 

the 90-2), budget justification, references, and vitae are not needed. 

C.  Program Authority 

33 U.S.C. 1121 et seq. 

 

II.  Award Information 

A.  Funding Availability 

Sea Grant expects to have available up to $48,000,000/year for institutional 

partnership efforts for FY 2014-2017, pending Congressional appropriation. The 

amount that a Sea Grant Program can apply for is set by the Director of the National 

Sea Grant College Program. 

B.  Project/Award Period 
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The anticipated start date is February 1, 2014, with projects to be completed by 

January 31, 2018. 

C.  Type of Funding Instrument 

Applications selected for funding will be funded through institutional cooperative 

agreements. 

 

III.  Eligibility Information 

A.  Eligible Applicants 

The following entities are eligible to apply to this funding opportunity: Sea Grant 

College Programs, Sea Grant Institutional Programs, and Sea Grant Coherent Area 

Programs. 

B.  Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement 

Non-federal matching funds equal to at least 50 percent of the federal funding 

request must be provided. In-kind contributions can count towards this matching 

requirement. 

C.  Other Criteria that Affect Eligibility 

None 

 

IV.  Application and Submission Information 

A.  Address to Request Application Package 

Proposals must be submitted electronically, via Grants.gov 

(http://www.grants.gov), addressing opportunity number NOAA-OAR-SG-2014-

2003622.  The application package is available on Grants.gov. Eligible applicants 

who can prove they do not have access to the internet should contact the Agency 

Contact listed in Section VII.  

Availability of required forms. The Title Page template, Sea Grant 90-2 form, 

Sea Grant 90-4 form (OMB Control No. 0648-0362) and NEPA questionnaire (OMB 

Control No. 0648-0538) are available at 

http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/funding/forms.html  or may be requested from the 

Agency Contact listed in section VII.  Examples of the various components of an 

omnibus can also be found at http://seagrant.noaa.gov/other/admininfo.html 

  

B.  Content and Form of Application. 

Applications will be in a form compatible with grants.gov submission even if the 

application is not being submitted through grants.gov. An application must have 

these parts: 

1. SF424  

2. SF424A. The overall totals of the federal request and match, and the line 

item totals for federal request and match, must equal the sum of the overall 

and line item totals for the individual project 90-4 forms. 

3. Project Narrative in PDF format 
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Project narratives must adhere to the provisions under Format 

Requirements and Content Requirements below.  Applications 

received that deviate from content and format requirements will 

not be reviewed until content and format requirements are met. 

Format Requirements: All application materials should be 

submitted in Portable Document Format (PDF). All pages 

should be single- or double-spaced, printed or typed in at least 

12-point font, and printable on 8.5-inch x 11-inch paper, with 1-

inch margins. 

Content Requirements: Brevity will assist reviewers and 

program staff in dealing effectively with proposals. However, 

due to the variation in programs, no page limit is set.  The 

application must include: 

a. Table of contents showing for each individual project covered by the 

omnibus application: unique project ID no. (assigned by the applicant), 

project title, primary PI, federal and match funding for each year. A 

mandatory Table of Contents template is available at 

http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/funding/forms.html  

For each project proposed, the following information must be included: 

b. Project Summary form 90-2. The project summary must include: (a) 

Title: Use the exact title as it appears in the rest of the application; (b) 

Investigators: List the names and affiliations of each investigator who 

will significantly contribute to the project, starting with the Principal 

Investigator(s); (c) Funding request for each year of the project, 

including the amounts of matching funds; (d) Project Period: Start and 

completion dates. Proposals must request a start date of February 1, 

2014 or later; (e) a one-page maximum Project Abstract (in the 

Objectives section): This abstract must include the rationale for the 

project, the scientific or technical objectives and/or hypotheses to be 

tested, a brief summary of work and accomplishments to be completed 

to be used for public dissemination; and (f) a two-page maximum Data 

Sharing Plan, included in the Methodology section. If the project does 

not generate any environmental data, it is sufficient to include a 

sentence saying that. If the omnibus's overall Data Management Plan 

contains all the necessary information, it is sufficient to include a 

sentence saying that.   

c. Project descriptions:  

(1) Introduction/background/justification: 

(2) General Work Plan and Milestones: 

(3) Outcome:  
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(4) Coordination with other program elements: 

d. References and literature citations 

e. Short Vitae (2 pages maximum per lead investigator). 

4. Budget Justification(s) in PDF format. Applications must include: 

  

■     Cumulative project-specific budget for all appropriate years on 90-4 

forms. 

■     Annual project specific budget for each appropriate year on 90-4 forms. 

■     Budget justification in narrative format for each project 

  

Applicants are to use the Sea Grant Budget Form 90-4 (OMB Control No. 

0648-0362, available at http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/funding/forms.html). 

Subawards must have a separate budget page.  

 Applicants must provide justification for all budget items in sufficient detail to 

enable review of the appropriateness of the funding requested. Pay special 

attention to any travel or supply budgets and provide details. 

5. SF424B. (This comes as part of the application package from grants.gov.) 

6. CD511. (This comes as part of the application package from grants.gov.) 

7. NOAA NEPA Questionnaire: As part of this application process, "The 

Environmental Compliance Questionnaire for NOAA Federal Financial 

Assistance Applicants" (OMB Control No. 0648-0538) must be answered per 

NOAA procedures (NAO 216-6 May 20, 1999; 

http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/NAO216_6.pdf). This NEPA Questionnaire form is 

available at http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/funding/forms.html. If a question 

from one of these sections is not applicable to your project, you should 

answer "not applicable" or "NA" rather than leaving blank. 

8. Overall Data Management Plan: The omnibus proposal must include a 

data management plan that is consistent with NOAA’s Data Sharing 

Requirements for Grants (October 12, 2011, 

https://www.nosc.noaa.gov/EDMC/PD.DSP.php). If the individual projects in 

the omnibus proposal already contain such plans, the overall plan can just 

state that, and provide a single point of contact for questions about the plans 

contained in the omnibus.  This includes all projects that generate 

environmental data, including but not limited to research, extension, or 

program development projects.   Information on NOAA Data Sharing 

requirements is available at on the National Sea Grant website: 

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/other/admininfo.html .   

9. Videos or Multimedia Project Workplan: 
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a) If you plan to produce videos or multimedia as part of your omnibus, 

please include a very brief work plan for all video or multimedia projects.  The 

work plan should address each of the following questions:  Why are you 

producing it?  Who is the audience?  What is it communicating?  What is the 

work schedule?  How will it be distributed?   If available, please include a 

draft script.  After review of the work plan, NOAA Public Affairs will clear the 

video or multimedia project.  If you have any questions about what is required 

for clearance, please contact Amy Painter at 301-734-1076 or via email at 

amy.painter@noaa.gov.  

b) If you plan to produce videos or multimedia as part of your omnibus, you 

are required to make sure that all products are in compliance with federal 

accessibility requirements, specifically Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act 

Amendments. This should be included in the brief work plan submitted with 

the omnibus. For more information on these requirements, please see 

Making Multimedia Section 508 Compliant and Accessible 

(http://www.howto.gov/web-content/accessibility/508-compliant-and-

accessible-multimedia).  If you have questions about what is required for 

Section 508 compliance, please contact Elizabeth Ban at 301-734-1082 or 

via email at elizabeth.ban@noaa.gov. 

  

C.  Submission Dates and Times 

Applications are due to Grants.gov by 5:00 p.m. (EST) November 1, 2013.    

D.  Intergovernmental Review 

Applications under this Program are not subject to Executive Order 12372, 

"Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs." 

E.  Funding Restrictions 

No special restrictions apply. 

F.  Other Submission Requirements 

No other submission requirements. 

G.  Address for Submitting Proposals 

Proposals must be submitted through Grants.gov. If an eligible applicant can 

prove he/she does not have internet access, contact the Agency Contact listed in 

section VII for submission instructions. 

 

V.  Application Review Information 

A.  Evaluation Criteria 

a Does the proposed work fit within the program’s approved strategic plan? 

b Have all projects been adequately reviewed (both competitive and 

noncompetitive)? 
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i All non-management projects must be peer reviewed.  No 

extension, education, or communication project can run more than 

four years without submitting the proposal for peer review. 

c Are all projects described sufficiently to allow accountability? 

i Projects should have clear objectives, and clear descriptions of 

what success will look like 

d Is there an adequate balance between competitive and noncompetitive 

projects?  

B.  Review and Selection Process 

An initial administrative review is conducted to determine compliance with 

requirements and completeness of the application.  

All proposals will be reviewed by the appropriate Program Officer. 

  

C.  Selection Factors 

Selection will be based on institutional status and compliance with requirements 

set forth in this announcement. 

  

D.  Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates 

Subject to the availability of funds, awards are expected to be made by February 

1, 2014.  Projects should be completed by January 31, 2018. 

 

VI.  Award Administration Information 

A.  Award Notices 

Successful applicants will receive notification that the application has been 

recommended for funding to the NOAA Grants Management Division. This 

notification is not an authorization to begin performance of the project. Official 

notification of funding, signed by the NOAA Grants Officer, is the authorizing 

document that allows the project to begin. Notification will be issued to the 

Authorizing Official and the Principle Investigator of the project either electronically 

via Grants Online or in hard copy. Unsuccessful applicants will be notified that their 

proposal was not selected for recommendation. 

To enable the use of a universal identifier and to enhance the quality of 

information available to the public as required by the Federal Funding Accountability 

and Transparency Act of 2006, to the extent applicable, any proposal awarded in 

response to this announcement will be required to use the Central Contractor 

Registration and Dun and Bradstreet Universal Numbering System and be subject 

to reporting requirements, as identified in OMB guidance published at 2 CFR Parts 

25, 170 (2010), http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-
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idx?c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr25_main_02.tpl, 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-

idx?c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr170_main_02.tpl 

B.  Administrative and National Policy Requirements 

1. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PRE-AWARD NOTIFICATION 

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS - 

Administrative and national policy requirements for all Department of Commerce 

awards are contained in the Department of Commerce Pre- Award Notification 

Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal 

Register notice of February 11, 2008 (73 FR 7696). A copy of the notice may be 

obtained at http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/search.html . 

2. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY - In no event will NOAA or the Department of 

Commerce be responsible for proposal preparation costs if these programs fail to 

receive funding or are cancelled because of other agency priorities. Publication of 

this announcement does not oblige NOAA to award any specific project or to 

obligate any available funds. 

3. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) - NOAA must analyze 

the potential environmental impacts, as required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA), for applicant projects or proposals which are seeking NOAA 

federal funding opportunities. Detailed information on NOAA compliance with NEPA 

can be found at the following NOAA NEPA website: http://www.nepa.noaa.gov , 

including our NOAA Administrative Order 216-6 for NEPA, 

http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/NAO216_6.pdf, and the Council on Environmental 

Quality implementation regulations, 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initiatives/nepa. Consequently, 

as part of an applicant's package, and under their description of their program 

activities, applicants are required to provide detailed information on the activities to 

be conducted, locations, sites, species and habitat to be affected, possible 

construction activities, and any environmental concerns that may exist (e.g., the use 

and disposal of hazardous or toxic chemicals, introduction of non-indigenous 

species, impacts to endangered and threatened species, aquaculture projects, and 

impacts to coral reef systems). 

In addition to providing specific information that will serve as the basis for any 

required impact analyses, applicants may also be requested to assist NOAA in 

drafting of an environmental assessment, if NOAA determines an assessment is 

required. Applicants will also be required to cooperate with NOAA in identifying 

feasible measures to reduce or avoid any identified adverse environmental impacts 

of their proposal. The failure to do so shall be grounds for not selecting an 

application. In some cases if additional information is required after an application is 

selected, funds can be withheld by the Grants Officer under a special award 
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condition requiring the recipient to submit additional environmental compliance 

information sufficient to enable NOAA to make an assessment on any impacts that a 

project may have on the environment. 

  

C.  Reporting 

Award recipients will be required to submit financial and performance (technical) 

reports electronically via Grants.gov, unless the recipient does not have proven 

Internet access, in which case hard copy submissions may be accepted; however, 

no facsimiles will be accepted. After consultation between the Principal 

Investigator(s) and the State Sea Grant Program staff, reports are to be submitted 

electronically by State Sea Grant Program staff via Grants.gov. 

Programs are also required to use the National Sea Grant Planning 

Implementation Evaluation Reporting (PIER) System to communicate with the 

National Sea Grant Office on activities relating to this award.  This includes tracking 

progress and impacts, in addition to performance metrics.   If a proposal is selected 

and funded, information about the project and principle investigator will be recorded 

in the PIER system, and may be made public. 

The Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 includes a 

requirement for awardees of applicable Federal grants to report information about 

first-tier subawards and executive compensation under Federal assistance awards 

issued in FY 2011 or later.  All awardees of applicable grants and cooperative 

agreements are required to report to the Federal Subaward Reporting System 

(FSRS) available at www.FSRS.gov on all subawards over $25,000. 

 

  

VII.  Agency Contacts 

Requests for information regarding this request for proposals should be directed 

to Dorn Carlson (dorn.carlson@noaa.gov); Mailing Address: NOAA Sea Grant; 1315 

East-West Highway, SSMC3, R/SG; Silver Spring, MD 20910; or your Program 

Officer  

  

VIII.  Other Information 

None 

  



COMMENTS ON SEA GRANT F (Most comments deal with the 90-2 form, which has changed recently. Th        

WHO FORM OF DATE GIST OF COMMENT
1 Syma Ebben, CT Sea Grant email 10/6/2014 Would like more complete directions, and form should open on the 

directions page

2 Katharine de Zengotita, MIT SG email 10/2/2014 Many Sea Grant programs use the same "e-SeaGrant" project tracking 
program. The 90-2 form should be compatible with this program.

3 Peter Rowe, NJ SG email 10/4/2014 I like the validation tab, the list of partners to choose from. Pick just 
one place for the data sharing plan, other specific comments.

4 Alan Desbonnet, RI SG email 10/1/2014 I likeit better than the previous version. We've had some confusion 
from people used to the previous version. Do not see signficant time 
savings relative to old version.

5 Elyse Larsen, MI SG BASECAMP 
forum

9/25/2014 Filling out is time consuming, but less so than the previous version. 
Would like better real-time updating of list of partners. 

6 Theresa Lee, MD SG BASECAMP 
forum

10/1/2014 Would like better real-time updating of list of partners. 

7 Susan Park, VA SG email 9/26/2014 Improvement over previous version. Partner list needs to be cleaned 
up. Would prefer a single "Abstract" field to three fields (Ob jectives, 
Methodology, Rationale).

8 Mary Beth Barrow, NC SG email 9/25/2014 New form saves a lot of time. I like both the long form [which includes 
many single 90-2 forms in a single spreadsheet]  and the short form. 
Some Fiscal Officers have said they find the search function not easy to 
use, but I found the opposite.

9 Sarah Kolesar, OR SG BASECAMP 
forum

8/14/2014 New form is an improvement. The "table of contents" tab is easy to 
miss and could be better marked. The classifications codes are kind of 
a pain, but perhaps unavoidable. Suggest a character maximum for the 
narrative fields (objective, methodology, etc). It would be good to 
have yearly totals right on each 90-2 form, rather than asking for only 
the overall totals and putting yearly amounts on the table of contents 
page.

10 Mona Behl, TX SG BASECAMP 
forum

8/15/2014 Liked the ease of porting data from e-SeaGrant project tracking system 
into the form, but some manual corrections are still required. 
Suggested a different order of the tabs in the spreadsheet.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Federal Agency Name(s):  Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR), National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Department of Commerce 

Funding Opportunity Title:  Fiscal Year 2015 National Sea Grant College Program Dean John A. 

Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship  

Announcement Type:  Initial 

Funding Opportunity Number:  NOAA-OAR-SG-2015-2003978 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number:  11.417, Sea Grant Support 

Dates:  Applicants must submit application materials by 5:00 p.m. local time on February 14, 

2014 to eligible Sea Grant Programs. Contact your individual Sea Grant Program (see IV.A. of 

the Federal Funding Opportunity for program contact information) for application information.  

Selected applications from the sponsoring Sea Grant Program must be received and validated by 

Grants.gov by the deadline of 5:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on March 31, 2014.  

Funding Opportunity Description:  This notice announces that applications may be submitted for 

the 2015 National Sea Grant College Program Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship 

(Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship Program). Sea Grant anticipates funding not less than 30 selected 

applicants, of which those assigned to the Legislative branch may be limited to 10. Each award 

will be funded at a total of $56,500 in federal funding.   
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FULL ANNOUNCEMENT TEXT 

I.  Funding Opportunity Description 

A.  Program Objective 

In 1979, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA's) National 

Sea Grant College Program, in fulfilling its broad educational responsibilities and legislative 

mandate of the Sea Grant Act to provide an educational experience in the policies and 

processes of the Legislative and Executive Branches of the Federal Government for students 

enrolled in graduate or professional programs that have an interest in ocean, coastal and 

Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions affecting those resources, initiated 

the Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship Program. The Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship Program 

meets NOAA's Mission goal of "Protect, Restore and Manage the Use of Coastal and Ocean 

Resources Through Ecosystem-Based Management."  

B.  Program Priorities 

N/A 

C.  Program Authority 

33 USC 1123(c) 4(F) and 33 USC 1127 (b)  

II.  Award Information 

A.  Funding Availability 

Depending on FY2015 Congressional appropriations, the quality of applications, and 

potential host office participation, Sea Grant anticipates funding not less than 30 selected 

applicants, of which those assigned to the Legislative branch may be limited to 10. Each 

award will be funded at a total of $56,500 in federal funding.  

Awards are for one year (2/1/2015-1/31/2016) and cannot be renewed.  

B.  Project/Award Period 

Awards are anticipated to start on February 1, 2015 and run for one year (12 months) 

and cannot be renewed or deferred.  

C.  Type of Funding Instrument 

The funding instrument will be in the form of a cooperative agreement to each individual 

Sea Grant Program or Project that will support a selected Fellow. The Sea Grant Program or 

Project receives and administers the overall cooperative agreement on behalf of each fellow 
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selected from their program. The award will be a cooperative agreement because of 

substantial involvement by the Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship Program Manager in mentoring 

and hosting successful applicants.  

III.  Eligibility Information 

A.  Eligible Applicants 

An eligible applicant is any student, regardless of citizenship, who, on February 14, 

2014, is enrolled towards a degree in a graduate or professional program, that have an 

interest in ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions 

affecting those resources. The graduate degree needs to be awarded through a United States 

accredited institution of higher education in the United States or U.S. Territories.  

B.  Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement 

No cost sharing is required.  

C.  Other Criteria that Affect Eligibility 

This is a onetime fellowship opportunity. Applicants that have participated in the 

fellowship in past years will not be eligible to submit an application.  

Non-US citizens are responsible for obtaining the appropriate visa to allow them to work 

in the Washington, DC area during the fellowship period. 

IV.  Application and Submission Information 

A.  Address to Request Application Package 

Applicants enrolled towards a degree in a graduate or professional program in a state or 

territory served by a Sea Grant program must request application materials and logistical 

instructions from that program. The list of Sea Grant programs and contact information may 

be found at: http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/other/programsdirectors.html  

Applicants enrolled towards a degree in a graduate or professional program in a state or 

territory not served by a Sea Grant program must contact the Agency Contact listed in 

section VII to obtain application materials, logistical instructions, and a written referral to a 

Sea Grant program. This referral must be included in the application package.  

 

B.  Content and Form of Application 
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Applications must adhere to the provisions under "Required Elements" below. Failure to 

follow these requirements will result in applications being rejected without review.  

Required Elements - An application package must include:  

(1) Two signed letters of recommendation, including one from the student's major 

professor; if no major professor exists, a faculty person academically knowing the applicant 

best may be substituted.  

All applicants will be evaluated solely on their application package according to the 

criteria listed in Section V. Therefore, letters of endorsement from members of Congress, 

friends, or relatives will not be accepted.  

(2) A personal education and career goal statement emphasizing the applicant's abilities 

and the applicant's expectations from the fellowship experience in the way of career 

development (1000 words or less). Placement preference in the legislative or executive 

branches of the government may be stated; this preference will be honored to the extent 

possible.  

(3) Personal and academic curriculum vitae (not to exceed two pages).  

(4) Copy of all official undergraduate and graduate student transcripts.  

(5) Listing of classes and/or plans for spring 2014, summer 2014 and fall 2014 (not to 

exceed one page).  

(6) For applicants in a state or territory not served by an eligible Sea Grant program, but 

applying through an eligible Sea Grant program, a written statement from the Sea Grant 

Knauss Fellowship Program Manager referring the applicant to the most appropriate eligible 

Sea Grant program must be included as part of that applicant's application package to the Sea 

Grant program.  

(7) Applicants for the 2015 Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship fulfill the data sharing 

information plan requirement of section VIII. by including the completed, signed declaration 

required in this section of the FFO.  

Declaration.  

I, the undersigned, declare, under penalty of perjury, that:  

I understand and agree that I am aware of the data sharing stipulation policy applicable 

to all NOAA Federal Funding Opportunities. This statement serves as my "Data/Information 

Sharing Plan" insofar as it expressly states that no funds associated with this award will be 

used for the collection or creation of any environmental information or data.  
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All statements and information in my application are true and correct at the time of this 

application.  

Executed on [insert date]: _____________________________  

Print or type Name: __________________________________  

Signature: _______________________________________________________  

Failure to include the exact statement above, signed by the applicant, will result in the 

application being disqualified. 

 

Applicants are not required to provide answers to the NOAA NEPA Questionnaire in 

their applications.  

 

C.  Submission Dates and Times 

Eligible applicants must submit application materials by 5:00 p.m. local time February 

14, 2014 to a state Sea Grant program. Applicants enrolled towards a degree in a graduate or 

professional program in a state or territory served by a Sea Grant Program must submit to 

that program. Other applicants must submit their applications to the Sea Grant program to 

which they were referred to by the contact listed in section VII.  

Selected applications from the sponsoring Sea Grant program are to be received and 

validated by Grants.gov by the deadline of 5:00 p.m. EDT on March 31, 2014. Please note: 

Validation or rejection of your application by Grants.gov may take up to 2 business days 

after submission. Please consider this process in developing your submission time line. 

Applications received after the deadline will be rejected/returned to the sender without 

further consideration. No facsimile or electronic mail applications will be accepted. For 

eligible Sea Grant program applications submitted through Grants.gov, a date and time 

receipt indication is included and will be the basis of determining timeliness. Hard copy 

applications will only be accepted if a Sea Grant program can justify in writing that internet 

access is not available to them at the time of submission. Hard copy applications need to be 

received at the National Sea Grant Office no later than the deadline of 5:00 p.m. EDT on 

March 31, 2014. Hard copy applications received after the deadline will be rejected/returned 

to the sender without further consideration. Hard copy applications will be date and time 

stamped when they are received to establish timeliness.  

 

D.  Intergovernmental Review 
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Applications under this program are not subject to Executive Order 12372, 

Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs.  

E.  Funding Restrictions 

The Sea Grant program receives and administers the overall cooperative agreement of 

$56,500 per student on behalf of each fellow selected from their program. Of this amount, 

the eligible Sea Grant program provides $45,000 to each Fellow for stipend and living 

expenses (per diem). Of the total cooperative agreement amount, the Sea Grant program 

provides $9,000 to cover mandatory health insurance for the fellow and moving expenses. 

Any remaining funds of the $9,000 shall be used for the fellow during the fellowship year, 

first to satisfy academic degree-related activities, and second for fellowship-related 

activities. Finally, up to $2,500 from the total $56,500 can be used to cover placement week 

costs. Indirect costs are not allowable from the federal funds either for the fellowships or for 

any costs associated with the fellowships, including the $2,500 budgeted for placement week 

(see 15 CFR 917.11(e), "Guidelines for Sea Grant Fellowships").  

F.  Other Submission Requirements 

Prior contact/arrangements made with possible host offices before the start of the 

placement week will be cause for immediate disqualification from the process.  

Application information may be obtained directly from Grants.gov. It may also be 

obtained from the eligible Sea Grant program directors. The addresses of the Sea Grant 

program directors may be found on Sea Grant's website 

(http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhoWeAre/Leadership/SeaGrantDirectors.aspx). 

 

 

V.  Application Review Information 

A.  Evaluation Criteria 

At the state or territory level review, the evaluation criteria and weighting of the criteria 

are as follows:  

(1) Recommendations and/or endorsements of student (15 percent total): 

Endorsement/content of the letter from the applicant's major professor, and the second letter 

of recommendation.  
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(2) Academic record and statement of career goals and objectives of student (45 percent 

total): Quality of the applicant's personal education and career goal statement (30 percent); 

Strength of academic performance (15 percent).  

(3) Additional relevant experience (40 percent total) related to: diversity of education, 

extra-curricular activities, honors and awards, and interpersonal, written, and oral 

communications skills. For the Knauss Sea Grant Fellowship Program, relevant experience 

would be in marine or aquatic-related fields.  

At the national review, evaluation criteria are identical to that at the state or territory 

level, except that in criteria (1), the letter of endorsement from the sponsoring Sea Grant 

program director will also be considered.  

 

B.  Review and Selection Process 

At the state or territory level, a panel composed of three members, all from the eligible 

Sea Grant program, will individually discuss each application based on the evaluation 

criteria listed in section V.A. Following this discussion, an individual score will be provided 

by each panel member. Once all applications have been discussed and scored, an average 

score will be computed for each application. The top scoring applicants will then be 

submitted by the eligible Sea Grant program to the National Sea Grant College Program for 

the national review along with a signed letter of endorsement from the Sea Grant program 

director. Each eligible Sea Grant program may select and forward to the National Sea Grant 

College Program no more than six (6) applications based on the evaluation criteria. In 

addition, up to six (6) additional applications may be submitted from graduate students 

enrolled in universities within the District of Columbia by the eligible Sea Grant program 

handling those applications.  

For the national review, a review panel will be assembled to select the fellowship 

finalists. The panel will include representation from the Sea Grant Association, the National 

Sea Grant Advisory Board, and the current class of Fellows. Each panel member is assigned 

applications to review before the panel meeting. During the panel meeting, panel members 

will discuss each application based on the evaluation criteria listed in section V.A., as well as 

the signed letter of endorsement from the sponsoring Sea Grant program director. Following 

this discussion, scores for each evaluation criteria will be provided by panel members. 

Awards will be made in rank order unless a proposal is justified to be selected out of rank 

based upon one or more of the selection factors described in the next section. The selected 

applicants will then be placed into either the legislative or executive group by the selecting 

official based upon the applicant's stated preference, the application materials submitted, and 

the individual comments of the panel members.  
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C.  Selection Factors 

The Selecting Official will award in order of average score unless the application is 

justified to be selected out of rank order based upon any of the following selection factors:  

1. Balance/Distribution of funds:  

a. Across academic disciplines  

b. By types of institutions  

c. Geographically  

2. Availability of funds  

3. Program-specific objectives  

4. Degree in scientific area and type of degree sought  

The Selecting Official makes final recommendations for award to the Grants Officer 

who is authorized to obligate the funds.  

 

D.  Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates 

The competitive selection process and subsequent notification to the eligible Sea Grant 

Programs will be completed by June 6, 2014. Funds are expected to be awarded by 

approximately February 1, 2015, the start date that should be used on the Application for 

Federal Assistance (Form 424) for successful applications.  

VI.  Award Administration Information 

A.  Award Notices 

The National Sea Grant Office will notify, via e-mail, successful and unsuccessful 

applicants by informing the eligible Sea Grant program through which the application was 

submitted. This email will contain a written summary of the review panel comments. The 

eligible Sea Grant program will, in turn, formally notify each successful and unsuccessful 

applicant and forward the summary comments provided by the National Sea Grant Office. 

The applications that are not ultimately selected for funding will be destroyed one year after 

submission date.  

To enable the use of a universal identifier and to enhance the quality of information 

available to the public as required by the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency 
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Act of 2006, to the extent applicable, any proposal awarded in response to this 

announcement will be required to use the Central Contractor Registration and Dun and 

Bradstreet Universal Numbering System and be subject to reporting requirements, as 

identified in OMB guidance published at 2 CFR Parts 25, 170 (2010), 

http://ectr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-

idx?c=ecfr&tpi=/ecfrbrowsw/Title02/2cfr25_main_02.tpl and 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-

idx?c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr170_main_02.tpl.  

 

B.  Administrative and National Policy Requirements 

Administrative and national policy requirements for all Department of Commerce 

awards are contained in the Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements 

for Grants and Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal Register notice of 

December 17, 2012 (77 FR 74634). You may obtain a copy of these by notices by contacting 

the agency contact(s) under Section VII, or by going to the website at: 

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/index.html  

 

The National Environmental Policy Act: As defined in Sections 5.05 and Administrative 

or Programmatic Functions of NAO 216-6, 6.03.c.3, this is a fellowship project for which 

there are no cumulative effects. Thus, it has been categorically excluded from the need to 

prepare an Environmental Assessment.  

 

Limitation of Liability: In no event will NOAA or the Department of Commerce be 

responsible for proposal preparation costs. Publication of this announcement does not oblige 

NOAA to award any specific project.  

 

Unpaid or Delinquent Tax Liability: In accordance with current Federal appropriations 

law, NOAA will provide a successful corporate applicant a form to be completed by its 

authorized representatives certifying that the corporation has no Federally-assessed unpaid or 

delinquent tax liability or recent felony criminal convictions under any federal law. 

C.  Reporting 

Financial reports are to be submitted to the NOAA Grants Office and performance 

reports (summary of accomplishments and activities) are to be submitted to the Sea Grant 

Knauss Fellowship Program Manager. Financial reports are semi-annual and performance 
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reports are annual. Reports may be required to be submitted either electronically or in hard 

copy. The Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 includes a 

requirement for awardees of applicable Federal grants to report information about first-tier 

sub-awards and executive compensation under Federal assistance awards issued in FY 2011 

or later. All awardees of applicable grants and cooperative agreements are required to report 

to the Federal Sub-award Reporting System (FSRS) available at www.FSRS.gov on all sub-

awards over $25,000.  

VII.  Agency Contacts 

Contact Chelsea Berg, Sea Grant Knauss Fellowship Program Manager, National Sea 

Grant College Program, 1315 East-West Highway, R/SG, Room 11876, Silver Spring, MD 

20910; Tel: (301) 734-1085 E-mail: Chelsea.berg@noaa.gov 

VIII.  Other Information 

Data Sharing Plan  

Environmental data and information, collected and/or created under NOAA 

grants/cooperative agreements must be made visible, accessible, and independently 

understandable to general users, free of charge or at minimal cost, in a timely manner 

(typically no later than two (2) years after the data are collected or created), except where 

limited by law, regulation, policy or by security requirements.  

1. Unless otherwise noted in this federal funding announcement, a Data/Information 

Sharing Plan of no more than two pages shall be required as an appendix. A typical plan may 

include the types of environmental data and information to be created during the course of 

the project; the tentative date by which data will be shared; the standards to be used for 

data/metadata format and content; policies addressing data stewardship and preservation; 

procedures for providing access, data, and security; and prior experience in publishing such 

data. The Data/Information Sharing Plan will be reviewed as part of the NOAA Standard 

Evaluation Criteria, Item 1 -- Importance and/or Relevance and Applicability of Proposed 

Project to the Mission Goals.  

2. The Data/Information Sharing Plan (and any subsequent revisions or updates) will be 

made publicly available at time of award and, thereafter, will be posted with the published 

data.  

3. Failing to share environmental data and information in accordance with the submitted 

Data/Information Sharing Plan may lead to disallowed costs and be considered by NOAA 

when making future award decisions.  
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Information on NOAA's Environmental Data Management Policy is available under: 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_212/212-15.pdf 

 



11 Syma Ebben, CT Sea Grant email 8/15/2014 It would be good to have succinct instructions tailored to investigators 
who complete this form for their research proposals, based on the full 
instructions given to us Sea Grant staff. 

12 Gene Kim, National SG Office email 8/13/2014 There are only places for four Principle Investigators on the 90-2 form. 
Some projects have more than four PI's.

13 Lane Smith, NY SG email to address 
given in FRN

8/4/2014 We like the spreadsheet format and the ability to fill out multiple 90-2 
forms in a single spreadsheet for multiple projects. The spreadsheet is 
complex and there is a learning curve, but filling it is straightforward 
once you know how. I would like to see an online project summary 
database website where data could be entered.

14 Rose Madsen, CA SG email to address 
given in FRN

7/31/2014 The form is an improvement over the previous version. It is very easy 
and quick to complete.

15 Nancy Balcom, CT SG email to address 
given in FRN

7/30/2014 Some of the items on the 90-2 form could be easily deleted, as they 
are not tracked by the national office and are usually left blank or 
cause confusion. Suggest eliminating: ICODE, Revision Date, Affiliation 
Code.The estimated time to fill out (30 minutes) seems pretty 
accurate. The new spreadsheet format is easier to fill out than the 
previous version. The amount of time to fill out the 90-4 form is about 
15-20 minutes. It would be helpful if this form were also set up as an 
Excel spreadsheet. 

16 Fredrika Moser, MD SG email 7/22/2014 Overall, the form is fine. It should be clear that if an abstract is 
requested [in a call for proposals], it should go in the Objectives field 
(not spread out among the objectives, methodology, and rationale 
fields).

17 Marcus Duke, WA SG email 7/21/2014 When porting data from e-SeaGrant into the 90-2 form, if we want to 
modify the data, we can't, and have to start over with a new blank 90-
2 form.

18 Dan Marklein email 4/24/2014 1. Is there a page or character limit to the information in the project 
summary? 2. The RFP says to provide an "Abstract", but the 90-2 form 
only has places for "objective, methodology, rationale".3. I can't find a 
place to report the start and end date on the 90-2 form.

19 Nancy Balcom, CT SG PIER* 
suggestions

6/5/2014 90-2 spreadsheet is a good idea. A problem is it has no way to 
designate a regional or multi-program project.



20 Jennifer Merril, DE SG PIER* 
suggestions

(*PIER is the Sea 
Grant Program's 
project database, 
where information 
from the 90-2 forms 
is kept. It includes a 
"Suggestions" 
feature where users 
can post any 

10/3/2014  As we are working towards the 16-18 mid-Atlantic regional RFP it 
seems PIER could be improved by: 1) including a program code for 
regional projects so individual state projects contributing to a larger 
effort would immediately recognized (e.g., RX/HCE-12) because right 
now individual state funding assigns different project numbers; 2) a 
check box somewhere in the project info could be used to indicate it is 
part of a regional collaboration and maybe include a list of partnering 
SG programs to select from; 3) it would be helpful if a synthesis of the 
project could be submitted by one state, in addition to the individual 
state projects reported (this would be in addition to the designation in 
(1) above.



           he 90-1 and 90-4 forms have not changed.)

RESPONSE
We are working to implement this.

It is currently compatible, and we are working to keep it compatible with new versions of 
"e-SeaGrant"

The optional placement of the data sharing plan in the Methodology field has been 
removed.

A real-time list of partners is difficult since the form is static. We will look into including a 
link in the future to the feadibility of having the form link to a dynamically updated 
website with partner names. 

We discussed the possibility of replacing the objectives, methodology, and rationale fields 
with a single abstract field with many users. Some wanted the change, but about the 
same number wanted it to stay unchanged. We decided to leave the three fields, but give 
users to supply a single "abstract" entry in the methodology field if they wished.

The suggestion for character maximums in the fields seems to be based on a mistaken 
impression that the field won't expand in the Excel spreadsheet to keep all text visible. 
Several people have said they would prefer the 90-2 form to include yearly totals (right 
now we collect this information elsewhere in the table of contents). We are looking for a 
way to allow this information to be optionally added to the 90-2 form in a future version. 



Each Sea Grant Program interacts with, and collects data from, its investigators in its own 
way. We are working with individual programs to help prepare instructions for 
investigators, but these would need to be developed individually for each Program.

The limit of four investigators is a holdover from previous versions of the 90-2 form. We 
provide a workaround involving a standardized way of identifying more investigators in 
the methodology field.

There is an online project summary database website where all of this data can be 
entered. 

A few Programs use some of these fields on the 90-2 form for their own purposes, so they 
were left on to avoid forcing the Programs to change their processes or abandon the use 
of the form. The 90-2 form says that these items are not tracked, and un-highlights them. 

The management of eSeaGrant software has just been changed. We will work with the 
new managers to see how to address this, when they are ready

In this version of the 90-2 form, the field called "Initiation Date" has been renamed "Start 
Date", and the field called "Completion Date" has been renamed "End Date".

There is currently an untracked field on the form where a Program could record if a 
project was regional. If there is more call for this, we could start tracking this field. 



See response to comment 19.



SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO 90-2 FORM. 

1. The current form has a field for "Data Sharing Plan", a required element of all NOAA research 
proposals starting in 2013. To provide users (especially users who used software to fill out the form) 
some time to adjust to this new field, it was made optional, and Data Sharing Plan information was also 
accepted as part of the "Methodology" field (a long-standing part of the form). The current form says 
that this information can be included in either place. We are proposing to remove this option, so that 
information on the Data Sharing Plan now must be put in the Data Sharing Plan field.  

This change is not expected to make any change in the reporting burden. 

2. The current form has a field called initiation date and one called completion date. Because of space 
limitations, these are shown on the form as "Init. Date" and "Comp. Date". Users found this confusing. 
The names of these fields are to be changed to "Start Date" and "End Date". 

This wording change is not expected to make any change in the reporting burden. 

3. To accommodate two different ways users of the form compile project information, users are allowed 
to fill out the "Objectives", "Methodology", and "Rationale" fields to describe their project, or 
alternatively to provide all project information in a single "Abstract" narrative that can be put in the 
"Objectives" field. At the request of a user, a brief instruction about this is placed on the form itself. 

This wording change is not expected to make any change in the reporting burden. 

4. The current form has a number of fields that submitters sometimes use for their own purposes, such 
as providing a convenient place to store information they need, or a way to get information they need 
from participants in a project proposal. These are not tracked or used by NOAA, and only remain on the 
field as a convenience to the users. The form says, "National Office does not track these fields:".  

Three of the fields contain information that NOAA sometimes collects from project applicants by other 
means, and some users have commented that it would be more convenient and less confusing if the 
information were conveyed and tracked by NOAA through this form. The three fields are Start Date and 
End Date (two fields described in paragraph 2 above), and a field called "Multiprogram?", where a "Yes" 
answer indicates that more than one Sea Grant program is collaborating on a project. We propose to 
start tracking these three fields. This change is expected to result in a minimal increase in reporting 
burden, in the time it takes to fill out the Start and End date of a project, just a few seconds per form. 
Almost all projects (>95%) are not multiprogram projects, but for those that are, noting this on the form 
is expected to take only a few seconds. This small burden is expected to be more than offset by the time 
saved by Programs when they are using these forms for their own project tracking purposes, because 
they won't have to search out this information elsewhere. 

4. Sea Grant Programs fund and execute a number of individual projects every year. They are expected 
to select a minimum percentage of these projects by a competitive process, and NOAA tracks this 
percentage for each Sea Grant Program. Almost all Research projects are required to be selected by 
competition, and historically almost all other projects (for example, Administration, Extension or 
Communication projects) are not selected competitively, so knowing the fraction of projects that were 
research provided an adequate surrogate for the fraction of projects selected by competition. There has 
been a recent trend among some Programs to select some non-Research projects by competition, so 



this surrogate is becoming less accurate. A checkbox is proposed to be added to the form to indicate 
when a project was selected competitively. It will default to be checked for research projects and 
unchecked for other projects, so that action to change the checkbox will only be needed in the relatively 
infrequent situations where a research project was not selected competitively, or a non-research project 
was selected competitively. 

Because the competitive checkbox will be correctly defaulted for almost all projects, the burden to 
check or uncheck it for those few exceptions will be negligible. 

5. The current 90-2 form has a field for PI (Principle Investigator), second PI, third PI and fourth PI. In our 
project database, the first name is recorded as the PI of the project, and the others are recorded as co-
PIs. The wording of the form is proposed to be changed to label these fields "PI", "co-PI", "co-PI", "co-
PI". 

This wording change is not expected to make any change in the reporting burden. 

6. Many Sea Grant Projects last for more than one year. In these cases, the amount of funding devoted 
each year to the project is recorded elsewhere, for example in the grant application. Some users have 
suggested that this 90-2 form would be more useful if it included not just fields for the Federal and 
Match dollar amounts for the entire project, but also a year-by-year breakdown of Federal and Match 
funds.  

We have made no change in the proposed 90-2 form being submitted today, but we are working on 
finding a way to implement this change that will not cause confusion on the form, and will reduce, or at 
least not increase, the burden of also reporting these yearly amounts elsewhere. If we can find a way to 
effect this change with no net increase of burden on the user, we would like to incorporate that change 
into the 90-2 form in the future.  

This change, if it is effected, will not result in any increase in reporting burden for the programs. 

SUMMARY: The overall increase in burden from all of the above changes is expected to be zero for 90% 
of users of the form, and just a few seconds for the remaining users. This amounts to a total estimated 
additional burden for users of less than one total hour per year: 

 (10% of 90-2 forms users ≈ 68) X (15 extra seconds per form) ≈ 17 additional minutes. 

This entire increase in reporting burden is expected to be more than offset by time and effort savings for 
users in reduced errors and need for correction, and in increased usefulness of the form for the users 
own information purposes.  
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reasonably accommodated during the 
meeting, ITA may conduct a lottery to 
determine the speakers. Speakers are 
requested to bring at least 20 copies of 
their oral comments for distribution to 
the participants and public at the 
meeting. 

Any member of the public may 
submit pertinent written comments 
concerning the CINTAC’s affairs at any 
time before and after the meeting. 
Comments may be submitted to the 
Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory 
Committee, Office of Energy & 
Environmental Industries, Room 4053, 
1401 Constitution Ave. NW., 
Washington, DC 20230. For 
consideration during the meeting, and 
to ensure transmission to the Committee 
prior to the meeting, comments must be 
received no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT on 
June 20, 2014. Comments received after 
that date will be distributed to the 
members but may not be considered at 
the meeting. 

Copies of CINTAC meeting minutes 
will be available within 90 days of the 
meeting. 

Dated: May 30, 2014. 
Edward A. O’Malley, 
Director, Office of Energy and Environmental 
Industries. 
[FR Doc. 2014–12960 Filed 6–3–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Sea Grant Program 
Application Requirements for Grants, 
for Sea Grant Fellowships, and for 
Designation as a Sea Grant College or 
Sea Grant Institute 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before August 4, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.g. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Dorn Carlson, 301–734–1080 
or dorn.carlson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The objectives of the National Sea 
Grant College Program, as stated in the 
Sea Grant legislation (33 U.S.C. 1121– 
1131) are to increase the understanding, 
assessments, development, utilization, 
and conservation of the Nation’s ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes resources. It 
accomplishes these objectives by 
conducting research, education, and 
outreach programs. 

Grant monies are available for funding 
activities that help obtain the objectives 
of the Sea Grant Program. Both single 
and multi-project grants are awarded, 
with the latter representing about 80 
percent of the total grant program. In 
addition to other standard grant 
application requirements, three forms 
are required with the grants. These are 
the Sea Grant Control Form 90–2, used 
to identify the organizations and 
personnel who would be involved in the 
grant and briefly summarize the 
proposed activities under the grant; the 
Project Record Form 90–1, which 
collects summary data on projects; and 
the Sea Grant Budget Form 90–4, which 
provides information similar to, but 
more detailed than on, forms SF–424A 
or SF–424C. 

The National Sea Grant College 
Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1126) provides 
for the designation of a public or private 
institution of higher education, 
institute, laboratory, or State or local 
agency as a Sea Grant college or Sea 
Grant institute. Applications are 
required for designation of Sea Grant 
Colleges and Sea Grant Institutes. 

II. Method of Collection 

Responses are made in a variety of 
formats, including forms and narrative 
submissions, via mail, fax or email. The 
Sea Grant Project Record Form and Sea 
Grant Budget Form must be submitted 
in electronic format through grants.gov 
if the grant applicant has the means to 
do so. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0362. 
Form Number: NOAA Forms 90–1, 

90–2 and 90–4. 

Type of Review: Regular submission 
(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Not-for-profit 
institutions; business or other for-profit 
organizations; individuals or 
households; State, Local or Tribal 
Government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
768. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes for a Sea Grant Control form; 20 
minutes for a Project Record Form; 15 
minutes for a Sea Grant Budget form; 
and 20 hours for an application for 
designation as a Sea Grant college or Sea 
Grant institute. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 857. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $1,833 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: May 29, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–12892 Filed 6–3–14; 8:45 am] 
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