NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date 12/31/2014

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Kirit Amin
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
10/22/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201410-0648-009
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: West Coast Region Highly Migratory Species Vessel Identification Requirements
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0361

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 12/31/2017 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 1,330 1,099
New 850 639
Difference
Change due to New Statute 0 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0
Change due to Agency Adjustment -480 -460
Change due to PRA Violation 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS
13,095
7,650

-5,445



List of ICs

IC Title

Form No.

Form Name

CFR Citation

West Coast Region Vessel
Identification Requirements

50 CFR 660.704




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0361
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [ 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I'1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [[7] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [[1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title

WestCoastRegionHighly Migratory Species/esselldentificationRequirements

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords FisheriesFishery

10. Abstract

Vesseldn certainfederally-regulatefisheriesoff the United StategU.S.) westcoastarerequiredto displaythe vessel'official number
in threelocations. Theserequirementarenecessaryo aid enforcemenof fisheryregulations.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. _X_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. _P_Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [I 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %

1,700
850

c. Total annual hours requested 639
d. Current OMB inventory 1.099
e. Difference -460
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change

2. Adjustment -460

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) 8
c. Total annualized cost requested 8
d. Current OMB inventory 13
e. Difference -5

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment -5

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b. [J] Third party disclosure
c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

3.[ 1 Monthly
6. [[1] Annually

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [O0] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

ChristophefFanning
(562)980-4198

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Alan Risenhoover 10/15/2014

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI, ou=OTHER,
cn=BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

Date: 2015.01.13 13:04:20 -05'00"

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
WEST COAST REGION HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES
VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0361

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for extension of this information collection. Due to a recent region name change,
the name of this collection has been changed from “Southwest Region Vessel Identification
Requirements™ to “West Coast Region Highly Migratory Species Vessel Identification
Requirements™.

The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on tracking catch and effort
of participants as well as their history of regulatory compliance. The vessel identification
requirement is essential to facilitate these objectives. The ability to link fishing or other activity
to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of the regulations issued under the
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to govern
domestic and foreign fishing, and under authority of laws implementing international treaties.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will
be used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

In the domestic Southwest Region fisheries regulated under 50 CFR Part 660, the vessel's
official number is required to be displayed on the port and starboard sides of the
deckhouse or hull, and on an appropriate weather deck. The number identifies each vessel
and should be visible at distances at sea and in the air. The requirements affect United
States (U.S.) vessels participating in the West Coast HMS fisheries (and West Coast
coastal pelagic fishing vessels), with the exception of HMS Charter Recreational VVessels
for which an exemption was granted and became effective September 5, 2007%. These
vessels are no longer bound by the vessel marking requirements under consideration.

The identification number provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor
fishing, at-sea processing, and other related activities, in order to ascertain whether the
vessel's observed activities are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The
identifying number is used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the United
States Coast Guard (USCG), and other marine agencies in issuing citations, prosecutions,
and other enforcement actions (including State agencies). Vessels that qualify for
particular fisheries are readily identified, and this allows for more cost-effective

& Copy of the final rule for this exemption can be found at 72FR43563


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=ff694109af936c58b3541c270b3b598a&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr660_main_02.tpl

enforcement. Cooperating fishermen also use the number to report suspicious activities
that they observe. Regulation-compliant fishermen ultimately benefit as unauthorized and
illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome regulations are avoided.

Although the information collected (vessel identification number) is not confidential, it
will not be disseminated to the public. The information is strictly for enforcement purpose
or use by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries internally
in situations involving damage, loss, and civil proceedings,

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other
forms of information technology.

The requirement that each vessel display an identification number on its deckhouse or hull,
and its weather deck, does not lend itself to collection via information technology.
Transponders and vessel monitoring system units are comparatively expensive and their
signals cannot be accessed directly by the USCG in the air or by its vessels at this time.

No other technology appears to be less costly and still capable of providing the necessary
information to support enforcement.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

There is no duplication with other collections. The USCG requires that the name of the
vessel be marked on its hull, and this requirement fulfills the USCG requirement.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities,
describe the methods used to minimize burden.

All of the vessels are categorized as small businesses. The collection of information will
not have a significant impact on these small businesses, and no special modifications of
the requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of these small
businesses.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

NMFS and the USCG could not enforce the fisheries management measures if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB qguidelines.

No special circumstances require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent
with the OMB guidelines.



8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public
comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the
public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by
the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with
persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency
of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting
format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice (FRN) published on May 20, 2014 (79 FR 28896) solicited
public comment. No comments were received in response to the FRN.

In an effort to more accurately describe the information collection burden, two affected
fishermen associations’ representatives were independently consulted via email and
telephone after publication of the FRN. These associations collectively represent
approximately 600 vessels affected by the vessel marking requirements. After these
associations had the opportunity to consult with some of their members, brief comments
were communicated back to NMFS. One association indicated that they generally support
the requirements, and the other indicated that the painting of the vessel numbers on the
hull and weather deck generally occurs every 2 years in association with other vessel
maintenance work. In response to this information, NMFS has re-calculated its burden and
cost estimates to reflect responses every two years, rather than annually.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are provided.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis
for assurance in statute, reqgulation, or agency policy.

There is no assurance of confidentiality provided. This is public information.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly
considered private.

There are no sensitive questions.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated total number of vessels affected is approximately 1700, which includes
purse seine, troll/baitboat, hook-and-line, drift gillnet, and harpoon fishing vessels. For all
but the purse seine vessels, the burden is estimated at 45 minutes each (15 minutes for
each of three locations on the vessel). For the purse seine vessels, the burden is estimated
at 1 hour and fifteen minutes (15 minutes for each of three locations on the vessel plus 15



minutes each for one skiff and one helicopter). The total estimated burden for painting
every two years is:

1,694 vessels x 45 minutes
6 vessels x 1 hour, 15 minutes

1,270.5 hours
7.5 hours
1,278 hours

Annualized Total = 639 hours.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in
Question 12 above).

The only cost to respondents is the cost of the paint to apply the vessel’s official number if
a new permit or to re-apply paint to the official number if part of routine maintenance. It
is assumed the vessel is equipped with paint brushes. At $9 per vessel, the estimated
annual cost would be $7,650 ($9 x 1,700/ 2 years).

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

There is no cost to the Federal government.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Adjustments: There are 370 more vessels affected by this requirement than there were in
2011. However, due to comments from fishermen associations regarding vessel
maintenance every 2 years, as opposed to one year, in the affected group, burden and cost
per vessel are reduced. There is a net reduction from 1330 to 850 estimated annual
responses, from 1,099 hours to 639, and from $13,095 to $7,650 in estimated annual costs.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation
and publication.

No results are published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified.

There are no exceptions.



B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection of information does not employ statistical methods.
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CBP to assess antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries covered by this new
shipper review. Where either the
respondent’s weighted-average dumping
margin is zero or de minimis, or an
importer-specific assessment rate is zero
or de minimis, we will instruct CBP to
liquidate the appropriate entries
without regard to antidumping duties.
The final results of this new shipper
review shall be the basis for the
assessment of antidumping duties on
entries of merchandise covered by the
final results of this review and for future
deposits of estimated duties, where
applicable.

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective upon
publication of the final results of this
new shipper review for shipments of the
subject merchandise from the PRC
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the
publication date, as provided by section
751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) For
merchandise produced and exported by
Merry and Qingshui, the cash deposit
rates will be that established in the final
results of these reviews (except, if the
rate is zero or de minimis, then zero
cash deposit will be required); (2) for
previously investigated or reviewed PRC
and non-PRC exporters not listed above
that received a separate rate in a prior
segment of this proceeding, the cash
deposit rate will continue to be the
existing producer/exporter-specific
combination rate; (3) for all PRC
exporters of subject merchandise that
have not been found to be entitled to a
separate rate, the cash deposit rate will
be that for the PRC-wide entity; and (4)
for all non-PRC exporters of subject
merchandise which have not received
their own rate, the cash deposit rate will
be the rate applicable to the PRC
producer/exporter combination that
supplied that non-PRC exporter. These
deposit requirements, when imposed,
shall remain in effect until further
notice.

Notification To Importers

This notice also serves as a
preliminary reminder to importers of
their responsibility under 19 CFR
351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate
regarding the reimbursement of
antidumping duties prior to liquidation
of the relevant entries during this
review period. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in the
Department’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping duties
occurred and the subsequent assessment
of double antidumping duties.

The Department is issuing and
publishing these results in accordance
with sections 751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of
the Act and 19 CFR 351.214 and
351.221(b)(4).

Dated: May 13, 2014.
Paul Piquado,

Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance.

Appendix

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary

II. Background

III. Scope of the Order

IV. Discussion of the Methodology
V. Date of Sale

VI. Fair Value Comparisons

VII. Differential Pricing Analysis
VIIL. U.S. Price

IX. Normal Value

X. Factor Valuations

XI. Currency Conversion

XII. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2014-11677 Filed 5-19-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

Baylor College of Medicine, et al.
Notice of Consolidated Decision on
Applications for Duty-Free Entry of
Electron Microscope

This is a decision consolidated
pursuant to Section 6(c) of the
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Materials Importation Act of 1966 (Pub.
L. 89-651, as amended by Pub. L. 106—
36; 80 Stat. 897; 15 CFR part 301).
Related records can be viewed between
8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. in Room 3720,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC.

Docket Number: 14-001. Applicant:
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston,
TX 77030. Instrument: Electron
Microscope. Manufacturer: FEI
Company, Czech Republic. Intended
Use: See notice at 79 FR 11760, March
3,2014.

Docket Number: 14-003. Applicant:
Western Kentucky University, Bowling
Green, KY 42101. Instrument: Electron
Microscope. Manufacturer: JEOL Ltd.,
Japan. Intended Use: See notice at 79 FR
18013, March 31, 2014.

Docket Number: 14-004. Applicant:
Utah State University, Logan, UT
84322-8300. Instrument: Electron
Microscope. Manufacturer: FEI
Company, Czech Republic. Intended
Use: See notice at 79 FR 18013, March
31, 2014.

Comments: None received. Decision:
Approved. No instrument of equivalent
scientific value to the foreign
instrument, for such purposes as this
instrument is intended to be used, is
being manufactured in the United States
at the time the instrument was ordered.
Reasons: Each foreign instrument is an
electron microscope and is intended for
research or scientific educational uses
requiring an electron microscope. We
know of no electron microscope, or any
other instrument suited to these
purposes, which was being
manufactured in the United States at the
time of order of each instrument.

Dated: May 13, 2014.
Gregory W. Campbell,

Director, Subsidies Enforcement Office,
Enforcement and Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2014-11690 Filed 5-19-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Southwest Region
Vessel Identification Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, as
amended.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 21, 2014.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Chris Fanning, (562) 980—
4198, Chris.Fanning@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.


mailto:Chris.Fanning@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
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Regulations at 50 CFR 660.704 require
that all vessels with permits issued
under authority of the National Marine
Fishery Service’s (NMFS) Fishery
Management Plan for United States
(U.S.) West Coast Highly Migratory
Species Fisheries display the vessel’s
official number. The numbers must be
of a specific size and format and located
at specified locations. The display of the
identifying number aids in fishery law
enforcement.

1I. Method of Collection

The vessels’ official numbers are
displayed on the vessels.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0361.
Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
2,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 45
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,500.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $20,000.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 14, 2014.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014-11531 Filed 5-19-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RIN 0648-BD68]

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic;
Amendment 28 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Reef Fish
Resources of the Gulf of Mexico

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Supplemental Notice of Intent
(NOI) to prepare a draft environmental
impact statement (DEIS); request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS, Southeast Region, in
collaboration with the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council (Council)
intends to prepare a DEIS to describe
and analyze management alternatives to
be included in Amendment 28 to the
Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for the
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of
Mexico (Amendment 28). Actions
considered in Amendment 28 were
initially limited to alternatives to
reallocate Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) red
snapper resources between the
commercial and recreational sectors.
However, NMFS and the Council have
since modified the scope of Amendment
28 to consider actions that would revise
the recreational accountability measures
(AMs) for Gulf red snapper. These
actions would establish an annual catch
target (ACT) by applying a buffer to the
recreational quota and establish
recreational quota overage adjustment
provisions (paybacks). These additional
actions will support management efforts
to maintain landings within the
recreational quota and mitigate
recreational quota overages should they
occur. The purpose of this NOI is to
solicit public comments on the modified
scope of issues to be addressed in the
DEIS.

DATES: Written comments on the scope
of issues to be addressed in the DEIS
must be received by NMFS by June 19,
2014.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on Amendment 28 identified by
“NOAA-NMFS-2013-0146" by any of
the following methods:

e Electronic submissions: Submit
electronic comments via the Federal e-
Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Go to
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2013-
0146, click the “Comment Now!” icon,

complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

e Mail: Submit written comments to
Peter Hood, Southeast Regional Office,
NMFS, 263 13th Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33701.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘“N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous). Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
file formats only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peter Hood, Southeast Regional Office,
telephone: (727) 824-5305; or email:
peter.hood@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: An NOI to
prepare a DEIS for Amendment 28 was
published in the Federal Register on
November 7, 2013 (78 FR 66900) and
requested public comment through
December 9, 2013. Management
alternatives initially considered in
Amendment 28 were to reallocate red
snapper resources between the
commercial and recreational sectors
with the purpose of increasing the net
benefits and the stability of the red
snapper component of the reef fish
fishery.

In September 2013, individual
commercial fishermen and two
commercial fishing interest groups filed
a lawsuit challenging the rules that
implemented the red snapper quotas for
the 2013 fishing year and set the 2013
recreational red snapper fishing season.
In March 2014, the U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia (Court) in
Guindon v. Pritzker, 2014 WL 1274076
(D.D.C. Mar. 26, 2014) ruled in favor of
the plaintiffs, finding, in relevant part,
that NMFS failed to require adequate
AMs for the recreational sector, failed to
prohibit the retention of fish after the
recreational quota had been harvested,
and failed to use the best scientific
information available when determining
if the quota had been met.

The Council reviewed the Court’s
opinion and determined further AMs
were needed to improve red snapper
management and reduce the probability
of exceeding the recreational quota. The


http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2013-0146
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2013-0146
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2013-0146
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:peter.hood@noaa.gov
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