
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 11/29/2011

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
11/29/2011

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201111-0648-010
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  Southwest Region Vessel Identification Requirements
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0361
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 10/31/2014                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 1,330 1,005 11,970

New 1,330 1,099 13,095

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 0 94 1,125

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 660.704  Southwest Region Vessel 
Identification 
Requirements
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NON-SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE REQUEST 
SOUTHWEST REGION VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0361 
 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is proposing regulations under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act to revise vessel marking requirements for commercial fishing vessels 
that fish for highly migratory species (HMS) off, or land HMS in, the States of California, 
Oregon, and Washington. The intent of the proposed action is to bring the existing vessel 
identification requirements at 50 CFR 660.704 [general HMS fisheries regulations under a 
fishery management plan] and 300.173 [regulations governing fishing under the United States 
(U.S.) - Canada Albacore Treaty] into conformity with the binding vessel identification 
requirements adopted by the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), and 
implemented by NMFS at 50 CFR 300.217 for U.S. fishing vessels fishing in the WCPFC 
Convention Area (75 FR 3335 and 3416, January 21, 2010). This action is largely supported by 
the U.S. fishing industry. The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) was briefed on this 
issue at their September 2008 meeting; in a letter dated November 20, 2008, the Council 
formally recommended that NMFS revise regulations accordingly. 
 
Specifically, current regulations would be amended so each vessel that fishes on the high seas in 
the WCPFC Convention Area must display its International Telecommunication Union Radio 
Call Sign (IRCS) or, if an IRCS has not been assigned, the vessel’s official number, preceded by 
the characters “USA—,” in order to comply with the international requirements at 50 CFR 
300.14 and 300.217. The new requirements would also include detailed technical specifications 
such as minimum size requirements for the vessel identification markings. U.S. pelagic vessels 
that fish only within the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone or on the high seas outside of the 
WCPFC Convention Area (e.g., in the eastern Pacific Ocean) would have the option to display 
either the international high seas markings, or maintain markings pursuant to existing 
requirements at 50 CFR 660.704 and 300.173. This is the same approach taken by NMFS to 
amend the domestic regulations at 50 CFR 665.16 for U.S. vessels based in the western and 
central Pacific Ocean.  
 
It is estimated that at a maximum 125 vessel owners would be required or would choose to 
change their vessel markings (estimate based on the current number of active U.S. west coast-
based vessels targeting HMS on the high seas that have the potential to fish in the WCPFC 
Convention Area). However, it is highly likely that a much smaller number of vessel owners will 
actually change their markings because in the past seven years fewer than 30 U.S. west coast-
based vessels have fished in the WCPFC Convention Area. Despite this, some vessels may opt to 
change their markings to conform to international standards and be prepared to fish in the 
WCPFC Convention Area should fishing conditions and practices change in the future.  
 
Only this subset of an estimated 125 vessels (out of a total of 1,330 respondents) is likely to 
change their vessel markings, so there will not be a change in the estimated number of 
respondents. There would be a change in the burden hours and cost estimates because it is 
estimated that the estimates of total time and the cost burden would be increased because the 
vessel identification markings required for a WCPFC Area Endorsement are larger (in height and 
width) than those required previously required and would take longer to repaint. Previously, the 
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burden was estimated to be 45 minutes per vessel; with these new requirements the burden is 
estimated to be 1 hour, 30 minutes per vessel for 125 of the respondents. It is likely that the 
majority, if not all, of the 125 vessels would be troll and pole-and-line vessels and participants in 
the U.S. - Canada Albacore Treaty. 
 
Additional burden: 125 x 45 minutes = 94 hours; new total burden for this information 
collection: 1,099 (previously 1,005). 
 
Additional cost: 125 x $9 = $1,125; new total cost is $13,095 (previously 11,970). 
 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95
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