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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0360
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b. [ |1] Revision of a currently approved collection
c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title Pacific Islands Region Vessel and Gear Identification Requirements

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords fish, fishing, fisheries fishing vessels

10. Abstract

This collectionof informationcoversregulatoryrequirementsor fishing vesselandgearidentificationauthorizedunderthe

Magnuson-Stever&SisheryConservatiorandManagemen#ct (MSA) andotherapplicabldaw. All vesseldishing underFederal
permitsissuedby the PacificlslandsRegion(PIR) mustdisplayidentificationmarkingson vesselsasspecifiedin 50 CFRPart665.
Vesseldishingin the WesternandCentralPacific Convention(WCPFC)Areawith a WCPFCAreaEndorsemeréindtunapurseseine
vesselsn the SouthPacificarerequiredto displaytheirinternationakadiocall signin threelocationsandon any helicopteror skiff as
specifiedin 50 CFR part300.Fishinggearin thewesternPacific pelagiclonglinefisheriesandwesternPacificcoralreefecosystem
fisheriesarerequiredto be markedwith the vessel'©fficial numberin a specificmannerandlocationasspecifiedin 50 CFRpart665.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a._X Individuals or households d. Farms
b. _P_Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 295
b. Total annual responses 26,375

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 0 %

c. Total annual hours requested 1,110
d. Current OMB inventory 1,134
e. Difference -24
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change -24

2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) 44
c. Total annualized cost requested 44
d. Current OMB inventory 30
e. Difference 14

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment 14

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b. [l 1] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: Walter Ikehara
Phone: (808) 944-2275

OMB 83-I
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19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date

signedby Jame<P. Burgerfor Emily Menashes 08/11/2011

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

signedby SarahBrabson 08/11/2011
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
PACIFIC ISLANDS REGION VESSEL AND
GEAR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0360

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance.
The vessel identification requirement is essential to facilitate enforcement. The ability to link
fishing or other activity to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of the
regulations issued under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA) to govern domestic and foreign fishing in the western Pacific region
and under authority of laws implementing international treaties. Similarly, the regulations require
that certain fishing gear in federally regulated western Pacific pelagic longline fisheries and
western Pacific coral reef ecosystem fisheries be marked with the vessel’s official number. The
marking of gear is crucial to enforcement and valuable in actions concerning damage, loss, and
civil proceedings.

This request is for a revision (extension with program changes).

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will
be used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

Vessel ldentification

In the domestic western Pacific region fisheries regulated under 50 CFR part 665, the
vessel's official number or international radio call sign (IRCS) is required to be displayed
on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on an appropriate weather
deck. It identifies each vessel and should be visible at distances at sea and in the air. The
requirements affect western Pacific pelagic longline vessels, pelagic troll and handline
vessels, pelagic squid jig vessels, crustacean (lobster and deepwater shrimp) fishing
vessels, bottomfish fishing vessels, precious coral fishing vessels, and coral reef ecosystem
fishing vessels. Hawaii and Northern Mariana Islands bottomfish vessels in compliance
with state/territory registration and marking requirements are exempt. Vessels with federal
Pacific Highly Migratory Species permits (albacore trollers and some longliners) are
currently exempt. Regulations in 50 CFR part 665.16 specify the requirements for the
vessel identification.

Domestic fishing vessels used to fish for highly migratory species on the high seas in the
Western and Central Pacific Convention (WCPFC) Area with a WCPFC Area
Endorsement, or required to have an Area Endorsement, must be marked with their IRCS
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number on both sides of the hull or superstructure and on a weather deck. Most of the
western Pacific pelagic longline and tuna purse seine vessels would be subject to this
requirement, per 50 CFR part 300, Subpart O. The identification numbers must meet size
and color requirements specified in regulations in 50 CFR part 300.

In the South Pacific tuna purse seine fishery regulated under 50 CFR part 300 Subpart D,
the IRCS number must be painted on both sides of the hull or superstructure and on the
deck as specified in 50 CFR part 300. The IRCS number also must be painted on the side
of any auxiliary equipment such as skiffs and helicopters.

The identification number provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor
fishing, at-sea processing, and other related activities, to ascertain whether the vessel's
observed activities are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The identifying
number is used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG), and other marine agencies in issuing citations, prosecutions, and other
enforcement actions. Vessels that qualify for particular fisheries are readily identified, and
this allows for more cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishermen also use the
number to report suspicious activities that they observe. Regulation-compliant fishermen
ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.

Gear ldentification

Under 50 CFR part 665.804, the operator of each permitted pelagic longline vessel must
ensure that the official number of the vessel is affixed to every longline buoy and float,
including each buoy and float that is attached to a radar reflector, radio antenna, or flag
marker, whether attached to a deployed buoy or possessed on board the vessel. Under 50
CFR parts 665.128, 665.228, 665.246, 665.428, and 665.628, traps and floats on board the
vessel or deployed must be marked with the vessel’s official number.

The regulations further specify how the gear is to be marked (e.g., the location and
legibility of the marking). Gear that is not properly marked is considered unclaimed or
abandoned property that may be confiscated. The identifying number on fishing gear is
used by NMFS, the USCG and other enforcement agencies in issuing gear violations,
prosecutions, and determining that longlines/traps are not illegally placed. Marked gear
allows NMFS and the USCG to more readily enforce gear violations, thus allowing for
more cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishermen also use the marking to report
placement of occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas. Regulation-compliant fishermen
ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.

Although the information collected (vessel and gear identification numbers) is not
confidential it will not be disseminated to the public. There is no reason for doing so. The
information is strictly for enforcement purpose or use by NMFS internally in situations
involving damage, loss, and civil proceedings.


http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=97c11519ec950d6d91a4f419e5fcafeb&rgn=div6&view=text&node=50:7.0.2.11.1.15&idno=50�
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=97c11519ec950d6d91a4f419e5fcafeb&rgn=div6&view=text&node=50:7.0.2.11.1.4&idno=50�

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other
forms of information technology.

The requirement that each vessel display an identification number on its deckhouse or hull,
and its weather deck, does not lend itself to collection of information technology.
Transponders and vessel monitoring system units are comparatively expensive and their
signals cannot be accessed directly by the USCG in the air or by its vessels at this time.
Similarly, gear identification does not lend itself to collection of information technology.
No other technology appears to be less costly and still capable of providing the necessary
information to support enforcement.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

There is no duplication with other collections.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities,
describe the methods used to minimize burden.

Most of the vessels are categorized as small businesses. The collection of information will
not have a significant impact on these small businesses, and no special modifications of
the requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of these small
businesses.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The NMFS and USCG could not enforce the fisheries management measures if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

No special circumstances require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent
with the OMB guidelines.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public
comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the
public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by
the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with
persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency
of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting
format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice soliciting comments was published on March 24, 2011 (76 FR
16610). No comments were received.




9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are provided.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis
for assurance in statute, reqgulation, or agency policy.

There is no assurance of confidentiality provided. This is public information.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly
considered private.

There are no sensitive questions.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated total number of vessels requiring marking is 295 (228 western Pacific
pelagic longline vessels, 10 Pacific Remote Island Areas (PRIA) pelagic troll & handline
vessels, 1 western Pacific pelagic squid jig vessel, 10 western Pacific bottomfishing
vessels, 2 western Pacific lobster vessels, 1 western Pacific deepwater shrimp vessel, 3
western Pacific precious coral fishing vessels, and 40 South Pacific tuna purse seine
fishing vessels). For all but the purse seine vessels, the burden is estimated at 45 minutes
each (15 minutes for each of three locations on the vessel). For the purse seine vessels, the
burden is estimated at 1 hour and 15 minutes (15 minutes for each of three locations on the
vessel plus 15 minutes each for one skiff and one helicopter).

Also, longline and western Pacific coral reef fishing gear are required to be marked:
Hawaii Longline vessels have 120 gear markings on average, American Samoa and
Western Pacific Longline have 100, and Western Pacific coral reef vessels have 20. Each
gear marking is estimated to take 2 minutes.

The total estimated burden per the table below is: respondents and responses: 295 vessels
plus 26,080 pieces of gear = 26,375 (a decrease of 806, down from 27,181); hours: 241
plus 869 = 1,110 (a decrease of 24, down from 1,134).



Fishery Vessels Un(lr:“Tr:;ne Tot(z;]\:;i)me '?D\;%'fegsgr g%t:rl TUIPn'L Total Time | Totals
Hawaii Longline 164 45 7,380 120 19,680 2 39,360
Am. Samoa Longline 60 45 2,700 100 6,000 2 12,000
WP General Longline 4 45 180 100 400 2 800
PRIA Troll & HL 10 45 450 nla nfa 0 0
WP Pelagic Squid Jig 1 45 45 n/a n/a 0 0
WP Lobster 2 45 90 n/a n/a 0 0
WP Deep. Shrimp 1 45 45 n/a n/a 0 0
WP Bottomfish 10 45 450 nla nfa 0 0
WP Prec. Coral 3 45 135 nfa nla 0 0
SPTT Purse seine 40 75 3,000 nla nfa 0 0
RESPONSES 295 26,080 26,375
HOURS (24114if(33rs) (86592i11§3rs) pours

The WCPFC Area Endorsement vessel identification requirement is covered by
compliance with western Pacific and SPTT purse seine fishing vessel identification
requirements.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection, excluding the labor costs in Question 12 .

The only cost to respondents is the cost of the paint to apply the vessel’s official number
and gear markings. It is assumed the vessel has paint brushes. At an estimated $150 per
vessel annually, the cost would be $44,250 (an increase of 14,150, up from $30,100).

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

There is no cost to the Federal government.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Program changes are due to addition of new Federally managed pelagic squid jig and
deepwater shrimp fisheries, deletion of the no-longer active NWHI bottomfish and lobster
fisheries, and adjustment of the fisheries affected by the WCPFC Area Endorsement
marking requirements.

In addition, estimated annualized costs were adjusted for higher costs of supplies,
offsetting a small decrease in costs related to decreased responses.



16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation
and publication.

No results are published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification.

Not Applicable.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL
METHODS

This collection of information does not employ statistical methods.



16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

SEC. 303. CONTENTS OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS 16 U.S.C. 1853

95-354, 99-659, 101-627, 104-297
(a) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan which is prepared by any
Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, shall—
(1) contain the conservation and management measures, applicable to foreign fishing and
fishing by vessels of the United States, which are—

(A) necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery to
prevent overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks, and to protect, restore, and promote
the long-term health and stability of the fishery;

(B) described in this subsection or subsection (b), or both; and

(C) consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act, regulations
implementing recommendations by international organizations in which the United States
participates (including but not limited to closed areas, quotas, and size limits), and any
other applicable law;

(2) contain a description of the fishery, including, but not limited to, the number of
vessels involved, the type and quantity of fishing gear used, the species of fish involved and
their location, the cost likely to be incurred in management, actual and potential revenues
from the fishery, any recreational interest in the fishery, and the nature and extent of foreign
fishing and Indian treaty fishing rights, if any;

(3) assess and specify the present and probable future condition of, and the maximum
sustainable yield and optimum yield from, the fishery, and include a summary of the
information utilized in making such specification;

(4) assess and specify—

(A) the capacity and the extent to which fishing vessels of the United States, on an
annual basis, will harvest the optimum yield specified under paragraph (3),

(B) the portion of such optimum yield which, on an annual basis, will not be harvested
by fishing vessels of the United States and can be made available for foreign fishing, and

(C) the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annual basis,
will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing vessels
of the United States;

109-479

(5) specify the pertinent data which shall be submitted to the Secretary with respect to
commercial, recreational, charter fishing, and fish processing in the fishery, including, but
not limited to, information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by
species in numbers of fish or weight thereof, areas in which fishing was engaged in, time of
fishing, number of hauls, economic information necessary to meet the requirements of this
Act, and the estimated processing capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized by,
United States fish processors;
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(6) consider and provide for temporary adjustments, after consultation with the Coast
Guard and persons utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery for vessels otherwise
prevented from harvesting because of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safe
conduct of the fishery; except that the adjustment shall not adversely affect conservation
efforts in other fisheries or discriminate among participants in the affected fishery;

(7) describe and identify essential fish habitat for the fishery based on the guidelines
established by the Secretary under section 305(b)(1)(A), minimize to the extent practicable
adverse effects on such habitat caused by fishing, and identify other actions to encourage the
conservation and enhancement of such habitat;

(8) in the case of a fishery management plan that, after January 1, 1991, is submitted to
the Secretary for review under section 304(a) (including any plan for which an amendment is
submitted to the Secretary for such review) or is prepared by the Secretary, assess and
specify the nature and extent of scientific data which is needed for effective implementation
of the plan;

109-479
(9) include a fishery impact statement for the plan or amendment (in the case of a plan or
amendment thereto submitted to or prepared by the Secretary after October 1, 1990) which
shall assess, specify, and analyze the likely effects, if any, including the cumulative
conservation, economic, and social impacts, of the conservation and management measures
on, and possible mitigation measures for—

(A) participants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or
amendment;

(B) participants in the fisheries conducted in adjacent areas under the authority of
another Council, after consultation with such Council and representatives of those
participants; and

(C) the safety of human life at sea, including whether and to what extent such
measures may affect the safety of participants in the fishery;

(10) specify objective and measurable criteria for identifying when the fishery to which
the plan applies is overfished (with an analysis of how the criteria were determined and the
relationship of the criteria to the reproductive potential of stocks of fish in that fishery) and,
in the case of a fishery which the Council or the Secretary has determined is approaching an
overfished condition or is overfished, contain conservation and management measures to
prevent overfishing or end overfishing and rebuild the fishery;

(11) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of
bycatch occurring in the fishery, and include conservation and management measures that, to
the extent practicable and in the following priority—

(A) minimize bycatch; and
(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided,;
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(12) assess the type and amount of fish caught and released alive during recreational
fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish,
and include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize
mortality and ensure the extended survival of such fish;

109-479
(13) include a description of the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors
which participate in the fishery, including its economic impact, and, to the extent practicable,
quantify trends in landings of the managed fishery resource by the commercial, recreational,
and charter fishing sectors;

109-479
(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures
which reduce the overall harvest in a fishery are necessary, allocate, taking into
consideration the economic impact of the harvest restrictions or recovery benefits on the
fishery participants in each sector, any harvest restrictions or recovery benefits fairly and
equitably among the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors in the fishery and,;

109-479
(15) establish a mechanism for specifying annual catch limits in the plan (including a
multiyear plan), implementing regulations, or annual specifications, at a level such that
overfishing does not occur in the fishery, including measures to ensure accountability.

97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297
(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan which is prepared
by any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may—
(1) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with
respect to—

(A) any fishing vessel of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the exclusive
economic zone [or special areas,]* or for anadromous species or Continental Shelf fishery
resources beyond such zone [or areas]*;

(B) the operator of any such vessel; or

(C) any United States fish processor who first receives fish that are subject to the plan;

109-479

(2)(A) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shall be limited, or shall not be
permitted, or shall be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessels or with
specified types and quantities of fishing gear;

(B) designate such zones in areas where deep sea corals are identified under section
408, to protect deep sea corals from physical damage from fishing gear or to prevent loss
or damage to such fishing gear from interactions with deep sea corals, after considering
long-term sustainable uses of fishery resources in such areas; and
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(C) with respect to any closure of an area under this Act that prohibits all fishing,
ensure that such closure—

(i) is based on the best scientific information available;

(i) includes criteria to assess the conservation benefit of the closed area;

(iii) establishes a timetable for review of the closed area’s performance that is
consistent with the purposes of the closed area; and

(iv) is based on an assessment of the benefits and impacts of the closure, including
its size, in relation to other management measures (either alone or in combination with
such measures), including the benefits and impacts of limiting access to: users of the
area, overall fishing activity, fishery science, and fishery and marine conservation;

(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the
conservation and management of the fishery on the—

(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, total
biomass, or other factors);

(B) sale of fish caught during commercial, recreational, or charter fishing, consistent
with any applicable Federal and State safety and quality requirements; and

(C) transshipment or transportation of fish or fish products under permits issued
pursuant to section 204;

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing
gear, fishing vessels, or equipment for such vessels, including devices which may be
required to facilitate enforcement of the provisions of this Act;

109-479
(5) incorporate (consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,
and any other applicable law) the relevant fishery conservation and management measures of
the coastal States nearest to the fishery and take into account the different circumstances
affecting fisheries from different States and ports, including distances to fishing grounds and
proximity to time and area closures;

109-479
(6) establish a limited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yield if,
in developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account—
(A) present participation in the fishery;
(B) historical fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery;
(C) the economics of the fishery;
(D) the capability of fishing vessels used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries;
(E) the cultural and social framework relevant to the fishery and any affected fishing
communities;
(F) the fair and equitable distribution of access privileges in the fishery; and
(G) any other relevant considerations;
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data
which are necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery;

(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board a vessel of the United States
engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such a vessel shall
not be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessel for the quartering
of an observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the
health or safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessel would be jeopardized;

(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the
plan will have on the stocks of naturally spawning anadromous fish in the region;

(20) include, consistent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear
group to employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower levels of
the mortality of bycatch;

(11) reserve a portion of the allowable biological catch of the fishery for use in scientific
research;

109-479
(12) include management measures in the plan to conserve target and non-target species
and habitats, considering the variety of ecological factors affecting fishery populations; and

(14)[sic]* prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions as
are determined to be necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the
fishery.

97-453, 104-297
(c) PROPOSED REGULATIONS.—Proposed regulations which the Council deems
necessary or appropriate for the purposes of—
(1) implementing a fishery management plan or plan amendment shall be submitted to the
Secretary simultaneously with the plan or amendment under section 304; and
(2) making modifications to regulations implementing a fishery management plan or plan
amendment may be submitted to the Secretary at any time after the plan or amendment is
approved under section 304.

% soin original.
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16 U.S.C. 1853 note, 1853a
MSA §§ 303 note, 303A

P.L. 109-479, sec. 104(b), MSA § 303 note 16 U.S.C. 1853 note
EFFECTIVE DATES; APPLICATION TO CERTAIN SPECIES.—The amendment made by
subsection (a)(10)*°—
(1) shall, unless otherwise provided for under an international agreement in which the United States
participates, take effect—
(A) in fishing year 2010 for fisheries determined by the Secretary to be subject to overfishing; and
(B) in fishing year 2011 for all other fisheries; and
(2) shall not apply to a fishery for species that have a life cycle of approximately 1 year unless the
Secretary has determined the fishery is subject to overfishing of that species; and
(3) shall not limit or otherwise affect the requirements of section 301(a)(1) or 304(e) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1851(a)(1) or 1854(e), respectively).

109-479
SEC. 303A. LIMITED ACCESS PRIVILEGE PROGRAMS. 16 U.S.C. 1853a

(a) IN GENERAL.—AMfter the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, a Council may submit, and the
Secretary may approve, for a fishery that is managed under a limited access system, a limited
access privilege program to harvest fish if the program meets the requirements of this section.

(b) NO CREATION OF RIGHT, TITLE, OR INTEREST.—L.imited access privilege, quota
share, or other limited access system authorization established, implemented, or managed under
this Act—

(2) shall be considered a permit for the purposes of sections 307, 308, and 309;

(2) may be revoked, limited, or modified at any time in accordance with this Act,
including revocation if the system is found to have jeopardized the sustainability of the stock
or the safety of fishermen;

(3) shall not confer any right of compensation to the holder of such limited access
privilege, quota share, or other such limited access system authorization if it is revoked,
limited, or modified;

(4) shall not create, or be construed to create, any right, title, or interest in or to any fish
before the fish is harvested by the holder; and

(5) shall be considered a grant of permission to the holder of the limited access privilege
or quota share to engage in activities permitted by such limited access privilege or quota
share.

16" Section 104(a)(10) of P.L. 109-479 added section 303(a)(15).
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Electronic Code of Federal Regulations

e-CFR =

e-CFR Data is current as of August 5, 2011

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries
PART 665—FISHERIES IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC
Subpart A—General

8 665.16 Vessel identification.

(a) Applicability. Each fishing vessel subject to this part, except those identified in paragraph (e) of this section, must
be marked for identification purposes, as follows:

(1) A vessel that is registered for use with a valid permit issued under §665.801 and used to fish on the high seas
within the Convention Area as defined in §300.211 of this title must be marked in accordance with the requirements
at 88300.14 and 300.217 of this title.

(2) A vessel that is registered for use with a valid permit issued under §665.801 of this part and not used to fish on
the high seas within the Convention Area must be marked in accordance with either:

(i) Sections 300.14 and 300.217 of this title, or
(ii) Paragraph (b) of this section.

(3) A vessel that is registered for use with a valid permit issued under Subparts B through E of this part must be
marked in accordance with paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Identification. Each vessel subject to this section must be marked as follows:

(1) The vessel's official number must be affixed to the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on an
appropriate weather deck, so as to be visible from enforcement vessels and aircraft. Marking must be legible and of a
color that contrasts with the background.

(2) For fishing and receiving vessels of 65 ft (19.8 m) LOA or longer, the official number must be displayed in block
Arabic numerals at least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in height, except that vessels in precious coral fisheries that are 65 ft
(19.8 m) LOA or longer must be marked in block Arabic numerals at least 14 inches (35.6 cm) in height.

(3) For all other vessels, the official number must be displayed in block Arabic numerals at least 10 inches (25.4 cm)
in height.

(c) The vessel operator must ensure that the official number is clearly legible and in good repair.

(d) The vessel operator must ensure that no part of the vessel, its rigging, or its fishing gear obstructs the view of the
official number from an enforcement vessel or aircraft.

(e) The following fishing vessels are exempt from the vessel identification requirements in this section:


http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=97c11519ec950d6d91a4f419e5fcafeb;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A9.0.1.1.2;idno=50;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=97c11519ec950d6d91a4f419e5fcafeb;rgn=div6;view=text;node=50%3A9.0.1.1.2.1;idno=50;cc=ecfr

(1) A vessel registered for use under a MHI non-commercial bottomfish permit that is in compliance with State of
Hawaii bottomfish vessel registration and marking requirements.

(2) A vessel less than 40 ft (12.2 m) LOA registered for use under a CNMI commercial bottomfish permit that is in
compliance with CNMI bottomfish vessel registration and marking requirements.

[75 FR 2205, Jan. 14, 2010, as amended at 75 FR 3417, Jan. 21, 2010]



Electronic Code of Federal Regulations

e-CFR =

e-CFR Data is current as of August 5, 2011

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries
PART 300—INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES REGULATIONS
Subpart O—Western and Central Pacific Fisheries for Highly Migratory Species

§300.217 Vessel identification.

(a) General. (1) A fishing vessel must be marked in accordance with the requirements of this section in order for a
WCPFC Area Endorsement to be issued for the fishing vessel.

(2) Any fishing vessel of the United States with a WCPFC Area Endorsement or for which a WCPFC Area
Endorsement is required shall be marked for identification purposes in accordance with this section, and all parts of
such markings shall be clear, distinct, uncovered, and unobstructed.

(3) Any boat, skiff, or other watercraft carried on board the fishing vessel shall be marked with the same identification
markings as required under this section for the fishing vessel and shall be marked in accordance with this section.

(b) Marking. (1) Vessels shall be marked in accordance with the identification requirements of §300.14(b)(2), and if an
IRCS has not been assigned to the vessel, then the Federal, State, or other documentation number used in lieu of the
IRCS must be preceded by the characters “USA” and a hyphen (that is, “{USA-").

(2) With the exception of the vessel's name and hailing port, the marking required in this section shall be the only
vessel identification mark consisting of letters and numbers to be displayed on the hull and superstructure.

(c) This section will not apply to fishing vessels that are subject to the vessel identification requirements of §88300.173
or 660.704 of this title until conflicts between the requirements of this section and the requirements of those sections
are reconciled, and only upon publication in the Federal Register of a notice or final rule that includes a statement to
that effect.

[75 FR 3350, Jan. 21, 2010]


http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=97c11519ec950d6d91a4f419e5fcafeb;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A7.0.2.11.1;idno=50;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=97c11519ec950d6d91a4f419e5fcafeb;rgn=div6;view=text;node=50%3A7.0.2.11.1.15;idno=50;cc=ecfr

Electronic Code of Federal Regulations

e-CFR =

e-CFR Data is current as of August 5, 2011

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries
PART 300—INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES REGULATIONS
Subpart D—South Pacific Tuna Fisheries

§ 300.35 Vessel and gear identification.

While a vessel is in the Licensing Area, a Limited Area closed to fishing, or a Closed Area, a recent and up-to-date
copy of the International Code of Signals (INTERCO) shall be on board and accessible at all times. The operator shall
comply with the 1989 Food and Agricultural Organization standard specifications for the marking and identification of
fishing vessels. The international radio call sign of the vessel shall be painted in white on a black background, or in
black on a white background, and be clear, distinct, and uncovered, in the following manner:

(a) On both sides of the vessel's hull or superstructure, with each letter and number being at least 1 m high and
having a stroke width of 16.7 cm, with the background extending to provide a border around the mark of not less than
16.7 cm.

(b) On the vessel's deck, on the body of any helicopter and on the hull of any skiff, with each letter and number being
at least 30 cm high, and having a stroke width of 5 cm with the background extending to provide a border around the
mark of not less than 5 cm.

(c) On any other equipment being carried by and intended to be separated from the vessel during normal fishing
operations, with each letter and number being at least 10 cm high and having a stroke width of 1.7 cm, with the
background extending to provide a border around the mark of not less than 1.7 cm.


http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=0fce0f8acae9af0c0704d4b60f653787;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A7.0.2.11.1;idno=50;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=0fce0f8acae9af0c0704d4b60f653787;rgn=div6;view=text;node=50%3A7.0.2.11.1.4;idno=50;cc=ecfr
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laboratories to compare their lines,
thereby facilitating the validation of
experimental data. Thus the database
will address the need for investigators to
know much more about the samples
used in their research. The database will
fulfill an overarching need of
researchers to characterize their
substrates with an accepted standard.

1I. Method of Collection

The data required to differentiate
among the cell lines can be submitted in
hard copies or electronic submissions to
NIST (contact information above).

III. Data

OMB Control Number: None.
Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(new information collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; Academia; Not-for-
profit institutions.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
100 (15 cell line limit).

Estimated Time per Response: 2 hours
and 30 minutes (10 minutes/cell line x
15 cell lines).

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 250.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $2,000.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: March 18, 2011.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2011-6910 Filed 3—-23-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Pacific Islands
Region Vessel and Gear ldentification
Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 23, 2011.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Walter Ikehara, (808) 944—
2275, or Walter.Ikehara@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

Regulations at 50 CFR 665.16 require
that all United States (U.S.) vessels with
Federal permits fishing for Western
Pacific fishery management unit species
display identification markings on the
vessel and gear, as specified in 50 CFR
665 and 50 CFR 300. Vessels registered
for use with a permit issued under
Subparts B through E of 50 CFR 665,
must display the vessel’s official
number on both sides of the deckhouse
or hull, and on an appropriate weather
deck. Vessels fishing in the Western and
Central Pacific Convention (WCPFC)
Area with a WCPFC Area Endorsement,
or required to have a WCPFC Area
Endorsement, must comply with the
regulations at 50 CFR 300.14 and 50
CFR 300.217. These regulations require
that vessels must display their
international radio call sign on both
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on
an appropriate weather deck, unless
specifically exempted. Regulations at 50
CFR 300.35 require that vessels fishing
under the South Pacific Tuna Treaty
must display their international radio

call sign on the hull, the deck, and on
the sides of auxiliary equipment such as
skiffs and helicopters. The numbers
must be a specific size at specified
locations. The display of the identifying
numbers aids in fishery law
enforcement.

Western Pacific fisheries regulations
at 50 CFR 665.128, 665.228, 665.428,
665.628, and 665.804 require that
certain fishing gear must be marked. In
the pelagic longline fisheries, the vessel
operator must ensure that the official
number of the vessel is affixed to every
longline buoy and float. In the coral reef
ecosystem fisheries, the vessel number
must be affixed to all fish and crab
traps. The marking of gear links fishing
or other activity to the vessel, aids law
enforcement, and is valuable in actions
concerning the damage, loss of gear, and
civil proceedings.

II. Method of Collection
Third party disclosure.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0360.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
311.

Estimated Time per Response: 45
minutes per western Pacific fishing
vessel; one hour and 15 minutes per
South Pacific purse seine vessel; 2
minutes per gear marking.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,148.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $35,000.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
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they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: March 18, 2011.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2011-6930 Filed 3-23-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Socio-Economic
Surveys of Vessel Owners, Permit
Holders, and Crew in New England and
Mid-Atlantic Fisheries

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 23, 2011.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Andrew Kitts, 508—-495-2231
or akitts@mercury.wh.whoi.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for a new collection.

The purpose of this survey is to
provide for the ongoing collection of
social and economic data related to
fisheries and their communities in the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic States.
These data are needed to support fishery
performance measures recently
developed by NOAA’s Northeast
Science Center’s Social Science Branch
(SSB) in Woods Hole, MA. The
measures are: Financial viability,
distributional outcomes, stewardship,
governance and well-being. Data to
support some indicators for these

measures are already routinely collected
by NMFS. This survey will fill in the
gaps, and allow the Northeast to collect
trend data needed for more thorough
analysis of changes in the fisheries,
including impacts from changes in
regulations. The National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(MSA), as amended, both contain
requirements for considering the social
and economic impacts of fishery
management decisions. Currently,
however, no data exist that allow for
tracking the social impacts of fishery
management policy and decisions over
time in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic
States, and insufficient economic trend
data are available. In implementing
policies and management programs and
in meeting the social and economic
impact assessment requirements of
NEPA and MSA, there is a need to
understand how such policies and
programs will affect the social and
economic characteristics of those
involved in the commercial fishing
industry. Under this survey, the SSB
intends to collect socio-economic data
from vessel owners, permit holders,
hired captains, and crew involved in
commercial fishing in New England and
the Mid-Atlantic States. Data to be
collected include information on crew,
wage calculation systems, individual
and community well-being, fishing
practices, job satisfaction, job
opportunities, and attitudes toward
fisheries management. SSB intends to
collect these data on an ongoing (e.g.,
annually or biennially) basis in order to
track how socio-economic
characteristics of fisheries are changing
over time and to track the impact of
fishery policies and management
programs implemented in New England
and the Mid-Atlantic.

NOAA is aware of a survey begun by
the University of Rhode Island in 2009/
2010 in New England under a grant
from the Commercial Fisheries Research
Foundation, that seeks PRA clearance
for a follow-up in the Mid-Atlantic in
summer 2011 under NOAA funding
(Social Impacts of the Implementation
of Catch Shares Programs in the Mid-
Atlantic, OMB Control No. 0648—xxxx).
The current request has learned from
some elements of the URI and follow-on
survey. However, this request (1) Is
focused on fisheries management in
general while the earlier study is
focused solely on catch shares, (2) is an
ongoing survey rather than a one-time
effort, and (3) specifically targets
performance indicators for which data
are not currently being collected.

II. Method of Collection

The most appropriate method of
collection is still being investigated
through an ongoing research project. For
the owners/permit holders’ survey,
NOAA is considering in-person
interviewing, a phone survey, or mail
survey, although the possibility of using
an e-mail survey is also being
considered. For the crew survey,
research is being conducted to
determine the most appropriate method
of collection. Given the population
(ships’ crew), NOAA is considering
either an in-person intercept approach
or a phone survey, depending on the
availability of phone numbers for crew.

Additionally, in order to reduce per-
respondent burdens, SSB is considering
splitting questions asked among the
respondents. A core set of questions
would be asked to all sample
respondents, but some questions would
only be asked to one half of the sample
and another set of questions would be
asked to the other half of the sample.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: None.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(new collection).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; Business or other for-profit.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,000 annually.

Estimated Time per Response: 30
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 500.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.
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