PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0355
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title WestCoastRegionVesselldentificationRequirements

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable) N/A

9. Keywords Fishery

10. Abstract

Federally-permittedesselsn the Pacific CoastGroundfishfisheryarerequiredto identify their vesseldy displayingtheir official
number. Thenumberis usedby the NationalOceanicand AtmosphericAdministration(NOAA), theU.S. CoastGuard(USCG)and

otheragenciedor fisheryenforcemenactivities.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. ___Individuals or households d. Farms
b. Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 1,125
b. Total annual responses 225
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 169
d. Current OMB inventory 1,247
e. Difference -1,078

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment -1,078

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) &)
c. Total annualized cost requested 5
d. Current OMB inventory 67
e. Difference -62
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change

2. Adjustment -62

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b. [l 1] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: ColbyBrady
Phone: (206)526-6117

OMB 83-I
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19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Alan Risenhoover 4/15/2015

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

B RABSO N ‘SA RAH ) 'I 365 Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,
71 0488 ou=0THER, cn=BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
WEST COAST REGION VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
OMB CONTROL NO: 0648-0355

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This submission requests extension of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) approval for a
vessel identification requirement in the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery. Due to a change of
region name, this information collection is now titled West Coast Region Vessel Identification
Requirements, rather than Northwest Region Vessel Identification Requirements.

The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance.
The vessel identification requirement is essential to facilitate enforcement. The ability to link
fishing or other activity to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of regulations
issued under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(including provisions at 16 U.S.C. 1853).

Vessel identification is required by all open access and limited entry commercial vessels over 25
ft. in length in the West Coast region. Vessel identification requirements are set forth in the
regulations implementing the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fisheries Management Plan at 50 CFR

660 Subpart C.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information colleced will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

A vessel's official number must be displayed on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or
hull, and on a weather deck. It identifies each vessel and should be visible from a distance at sea
and in the air. The official number provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor
fishing, at-sea processing, and other related activities, to ascertain whether the vessel's observed
activities are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The identifying number is used
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), and other
marine agencies in issuing violations, prosecutions, and other enforcement actions. Law
enforcement personnel rely on this information to assure compliance with fisheries management
regulations. Vessels that qualify for particular fisheries are readily identified and gear violations
are more readily prosecuted, allowing for more cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating
fishermen also use the number to report suspicious activities. Regulation-compliant fishermen
ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=80adbaebacf2e58e393f68ba726026b0&mc=true&node=sp50.13.660.c&rgn=div6
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=80adbaebacf2e58e393f68ba726026b0&mc=true&node=sp50.13.660.c&rgn=div6

The information collected will not be disseminated to the public; as it consists solely of marking
vessels with the appropriate vessel number. This information is not submitted to NMFS.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

The requirement that each vessel display an identification number on its deckhouse or hull, and
its weather deck, does not lend itself to technology. Vessel monitoring system (VMS) units are
currently required on all groundfish vessels consistent with regulations at 50 CFR 660.14.
Although VMS signals, which are transmitted hourly, can be used to identify a vessel’s fishing
location, it is difficult for enforcement personnel aboard vessels and aircraft to use to identify
specific vessels. Therefore a vessel identification number requirement continues to be useful for
basic enforcement.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Existing Federal and State reporting requirements have been reviewed to ascertain that no
duplication of information collection results from this action. There is no duplication with other
collections. The USCG requires the name of the vessel and hailing port to be marked on its stern
for documented vessels (46 CFR 67) and state-issued block numbers on the forward half of the
vessel for undocumented vessels (i.e., small boats that are registered with the state) (33 CFR
173); however vessel names, ports, and block numbers may be changed, making tracking and
identification of the vessel more difficult and complex. The USCG also requires documented
vessels to have their official identification number permanently marked on the vessel. However,
this is usually done on an interior structural beam in the engine room. For efficient enforcement
and accurate reporting, an identifying number is required on the outside of the vessel in large
numbers by the NMFS because a vessel’s identification number does not change.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Although nearly all vessels in the respective fisheries are categorized as small businesses, the
collection of information will not have a significant economic impact or burden on small
businesses in terms of time and resources. Therefore, no special modifications of the
requirements were considered necessary.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The NMFS and the USCG could not enforce the fisheries management measures if this
collection were conducted less frequently. The numbers must periodically be maintained to
remain legible.



7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

This collection is consistent with the guidelines.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice was published on December 17, 2014 (79 FR 75129). No comments
were received.

NMFS Sustainable Fisheries Division (SFD) staff contacted fishing participants and
representatives from various groundfish fishery sectors during the fall of 2014 to determine the
duration of annual burden estimates for vessel requirements. Fishing participants from various
gear types were contacted to provide input to NMFS staff, which contributed to NMFS staff
assumptions, and helped to refine the estimates provided in this PRA renewal. Captains and
vessel owners contacted included participants in the Dungeness crab fishery, a sablefish limited
entry longline vessel captain, a bottom and non-whiting midwater trawl vessel owner/captain,
and a at-sea whiting catcher-processor. All representatives stated that vessel markings last an
average of five years.

Consultation outside the agency is assured by the Pacific Coast Groundfish regulatory process,
set forth in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and implementing
regulations (Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan and 50 CFR 660, Subpart G).
There are no issues that have not already been resolved.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are provided.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

No confidentiality is promised. The information is on public display.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

There are no sensitive questions.



12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated total number of vessels affected is 1,125 vessels (334 limited entry vessels and
781 open access vessels). This number is an overestimate because it includes vessels under 25
feet, and limited entry permits that may be stacked on the same vessel. The identifying number
must be displayed on the vessel in three locations and maintained in good condition. Given the
adverse weather conditions and salt water, previous estimates assumed that each number would
need to be repainted or repaired annually. However, SFD staff recently consulted with various
groundfish vessel captains participating in various groundfish pot, longline, midwater trawl,
bottom trawl fisheries, and determined that gear markings have a five-year life span. The
estimated time to display or otherwise affix the number at each location is 15 minutes. Estimated
burden of total annual response time: 1,125 vessels x 3 marking locations x 15 minutes = 843.75
(844) hours, with responses annualized to 225 and hours annualized to 169.

Labor costs in the fishing industry are estimated at $18.79 per hour utilizing labor estimates
provided via Washington State Employment Security Department reports (fortress.wa.gov) for
occupation title “Painters, Construction, and Maintenance.”

Total fleet cost: $15,994, annualized over 5 years is $3,199.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or
recordkeepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in
Question 12 above).

The cost to fishermen is minimal. Materials needed are paint and paintbrush, and possibly a
stencil. Material costs are estimated as follows: 1 quart of exterior paint = $14.95, 1 paintbrush =
$2.00, 1 small container of mineral spirits (cleaning) = $4.45 (total $21.40). A paint-on number
stencil is optional, and optional custom printed stick-on numbers = $120 (set of 3). Given the
higher cost for the stick-on option, these vessel marking estimates provided assume that vessel
captains would not choose the stick-on marking option. For 1,125 vessels, the cost would be
$24,075, and annualized over 5 years, would be $4,815.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

None.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Adjustment: Based on current permit numbers and estimates of 2013 participation and vessel
landings, there are fewer respondents, decreased from 1,663 to 1,125. Also, estimated materials
costs per vessel have decreased from $35 to $21.40. In addition, previous NMFS estimates
expected each vessel number would need to be repainted or repaired annually (one-year life
span) However, recent estimates gathered from consultation with fishing vessel captains
representing various gear types (pot, longline, bottom trawl, midwater trawl, at-sea processors)
indicate vessel markings to have a five-year lifespan, reducing estimates of annualized burden to
69, and materials cost to $4,815.


http://www.workforceexplorer.com/

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

No results are published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to te certification statement.

There are no exceptions.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS
This collection does not employ statistical methods.

Note: Totals shown here are 5-year totals.

Table 1 IJm|.t ed E.n Lry Open Access* | Fleet Totals
Trawl Mothership | Fixed Gear Pot
Total number of vessels 137 5 177 25 781 1,125
Number of markings per vessel 3 markings
Total number of markings a1 [ 15 | s31 | 75 2343 3,375
Estimated time per vessel to display or affix the 15 minutes
number at each location
Esimated time per.vessel to .dlsplay or affix all 45 minutes
required markings
Tolal burden hours all vessels 10275 | 375 [ 13275 [ 1875 | 58575 843.75
Cost per vessel for materials** $21.40 per vessel
Total cost for materials 52,932 | $107.00 [$3,787.80 | $535.00 | 316,713 524,075
Cost per hour for labor, cost per Marking*** $18.79, $14.09
Total cost for labor $1,930.33 | $70.45 | $2,637 | $352.25 | $11,004.29 | 15.994.32

*Open Access numbers estimated using 2013 PacFin
landings data for vessels with unique vessel identification
numbers. All other sector values estimated using 2014
permit information.

**Material costs are estimated as follows: 1 quart of exterior paint
= $14.95, 1 paintbrush = $2.00, 1 small container of mineral spirits
{cleaning) = 54.45 {total $21.4D).

***Labor estimates provided via Washington State Employment Security Departement reports (fortress.wa.gov) for occupation
title "painters, Construction, and Maintenance”

Notes: Annual burden estimates {hours, total = hours + materials) assume markings need to be re-painted every five years on
average, with an annualized total cost of $4,185. Number of respondents is assumed to be equal to the number of vessels

8 660.20 Vessel and gear identification.

(a) Vessel identification



(1) Display. The operator of a vessel that is over 25 ft (7.6 m) in length and is engaged in
commercial fishing for groundfish must display the vessel's official number on the port and
starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on a weather deck so as to be visible from above.
The number must contrast with the background and be in block Arabic numerals at least 18
inches (45.7 cm) high for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high
for vessels between 25 and 65 ft (7.6 and 19.8 m) in length. The length of a vessel for purposes
of this section is the length set forth in USCG records or in state records, if no USCG record
exists.

(2) Maintenance of numbers. The operator of a vessel engaged in commercial fishing for
groundfish must keep the identifying markings required by paragraph (a)(1) of this section
clearly legible and in good repair, and must ensure that no part of the vessel, its rigging, or its
fishing gear obstructs the view of the official number from an enforcement vessel or aircraft.

(3) Commercial passenger vessels. This section does not apply to vessels carrying fishing parties
on a per-capita basis or by charter.

(b) Gear identification. Gear identification requirements specific to fisheries using fixed gear
(limited entry and open access) are described at §660.219, subpart E and 8660.319, subpart F.
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in the Complaints filed in panel review

and the procedural and substantive

defenses raised in the panel review.
Dated: December 10, 2014.

Marsha Ann Y. Iyomasa,

Acting United States Secretary, NAFTA
Secretariat.

[FR Doc. 2014-29449 Filed 12-16-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-GT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Deep Seabed
Mining Exploration Licenses

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before February 17,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Kerry Kehoe (301) 713-3155
extension 151, or Kerry.Kehoe@
noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

NOAA'’s regulations at 15 CFR 970
govern the issuing and monitoring of
exploration licenses under the Deep
Seabed Hard Mineral Resources Act.
Any persons seeking a license must
submit certain information that allows
NOAA to ensure the applicant meets the
standards of the Act. Persons with
licenses are required to conduct
monitoring and make reports, and they

may request revisions, transfers, or
extensions of licenses.

I1. Method of Collection

Paper submissions are used; however,
applicants are encouraged to submit
supporting documentation
electronically when feasible.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0145.
Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a currently approved
information collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 2.

Estimated Time per Response:
Applications, 2,000—4,000 hours (no
applications are expected); license
renewals, 250 hours; reports, 20 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 290.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $200 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: December 11, 2014.
Glenna Mickelson,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 2014—-29475 Filed 12—16—14; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Ocean and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; West Coast Region
Vessel Identification Requirements

AGENCY: National Ocean and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before February 17,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Colby Brady, (206) 526-7117
or colby.brady@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

The success of fisheries management
programs depends significantly on
regulatory compliance. The vessel
identification requirement is essential to
facilitate enforcement. The ability to
link fishing (or other activity) to the
vessel owner or operator is crucial to
enforcement of regulations issued under
the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. A vessel’s official number is
required to be displayed on the port and
starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull,
and on a weather deck. It identifies each
vessel and should be visible at distances
at sea and in the air. Law enforcement
personnel rely on vessel marking
information to assure compliance with
fisheries management regulations.
Vessels that qualify for particular
fisheries are also readily identified, and
this allows for more cost-effective
enforcement. Cooperating fishermen
also use the vessel numbers to report
suspicious or non-compliant activities
that they observe in unauthorized areas.
The identifying number on fishing


mailto:Kerry.Kehoe@noaa.gov
mailto:Kerry.Kehoe@noaa.gov
mailto:colby.brady@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
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vessels is used by the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), the United
States Coast Guard (USCG), and other
marine agencies in issuing regulations,
prosecutions, and other enforcement
actions necessary to support sustainable
fisheries behaviors as intended in
regulations. Regulation-compliant
fishermen ultimately benefit from these
requirements, as unauthorized and
illegal fishing is deterred and more
burdensome regulations are avoided.

II. Method of Collection

Fishing vessel owners physically
mark vessels with identification
numbers in three locations per vessel.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0355.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a currently approved
information collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,125.

Estimated Time per Response: 15
minutes per marking.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 69 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $19,106 for materials.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost and whether
the information shall have practical
utility) of the proposed collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: December 11, 2014.
Glenna Mickelson,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014-29474 Filed 12—16-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Ocean and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; West Coast
Region, Gear Identification
Requirements

AGENCY: National Ocean and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before February 17,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Colby Brady, (206) 5267117
or colby.brady@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

The success of fisheries management
programs depends significantly on
regulatory compliance. The
requirements that fishing gear be
marked are essential to facilitate
enforcement. The ability to link fishing
gear to the vessel owner or operator is
crucial to enforcement of regulations
issued under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. The
marking of fishing gear is also valuable
in actions concerning damage, loss, and
civil proceedings. The regulations
specify that fishing gear must be marked
with the vessel’s official number,
Federal permit or tag number, or some
other specified form of identification.
The regulations further specify how the
gear is to be marked (e.g., location and
color). Law enforcement personnel rely
on gear marking information to assure
compliance with fisheries management

regulations. Gear that is not properly
identified is confiscated. Gear violations
are more readily prosecuted when the
gear is marked, and this allows for more
cost-effective enforcement. Gear
marking helps ensure that a vessel
harvests fish only from its own traps/
pots/other gear are not illegally placed.
Cooperating fishermen also use the gear
marking numbers to report suspicious or
non-compliant activities that they
observe, and to report placement or
occurrence of gear in unauthorized
areas. The identifying number on
fishing gear is used by the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the
United States Coast Guard (USCG), and
other marine agencies in issuing
regulations, prosecutions, and other
enforcement actions necessary to
support sustainable fisheries behaviors
as intended in regulations. Regulation-
compliant fishermen ultimately benefit
from these requirements, as
unauthorized and illegal fishing is
deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.

II. Method of Collection

The physical marking of fishing buoys
is done by fishermen in the Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery) according to
regulation.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0352.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,125.

Estimated Time per Response: 15
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 574 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $11,351.60 for materials.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost and whether
the information shall have practical
utility) of the proposed collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
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