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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NORTHWEST REGION GEAR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

OMB CONTROL NO: 0648-0352 
 
 

A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This submission requests revision and extension of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
approval for gear-marking requirements in the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery. 
 
Gear identification requirements are necessary to help ensure the success of fisheries 
management programs by facilitating fisheries law enforcement efforts. Gear marking is also 
valuable in actions concerning gear damage, loss, and civil proceedings. The ability to link 
fishing gear to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of regulations issued under 
the authority of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Fixed-gear marking 
requirements are set forth in the regulations implementing the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fisheries 
Management Plan at 50 CFR 660.219 and 660.319. Gear-marking requirements specify that each 
type of fixed-gear must be marked with the owner's identifying number. 
 
This request is a revision because revised individual fishing quota (IFQ) trawl fishery regulations 
at 50 CFR 660.140, per Final Rule 0648-AY68 (75 FR 78344) allow trawl allocation to be 
harvested with fixed gears. This change adds burden, as explained in Question 15. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
The regulations specify that fishing gear must be marked with the vessel's official number, 
federal permit or tag number, or some other specified form of identification. Law enforcement 
personnel rely on this information to assure compliance with fisheries management regulations. 
Gear that is not properly identified is considered a violation of Federal regulations and is 
confiscated. The identifying marks on fishing gear is used by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), United States Coast Guard (USCG), and other marine agencies in issuing 
violations, prosecutions, and other enforcement actions. Gear marking also helps ensure that a 
vessel harvests fish only from its own traps/pots/other gear and that traps/pots/other gears are not 
illegally placed. Properly marked fishing gear facilitates prosecution of gear violations, and 
enhances cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishers also use the gear markings to report 
placement or occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas. Regulation-compliant fishermen 
ultimately benefit, as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome 
regulations are avoided.  
 
The information collected will not be disseminated to the public; as it consists solely of 
identification on gear, it is not submitted to NMFS. 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf�
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=33ed22676d66c346e837bef5267c354c&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:11.0.1.1.1.5.1.6&idno=50�
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=33ed22676d66c346e837bef5267c354c&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:11.0.1.1.1.6.1.6&idno=50�
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-12-15/pdf/2010-30527.pdf�
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The requirement that fixed gear be marked with an identifying number does not lend itself to 
technology. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Existing Federal and State requirements have been reviewed to ensure that there is no duplication 
of requirements. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
Although nearly all vessels in the respective fisheries are categorized as small businesses, the 
collection of information will not have a significant economic impact or burden on small 
businesses in terms of time and resources. Therefore, no special modifications of the 
requirements were considered necessary. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
The NMFS and USCG would not be able to enforce the fishery management measures if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. The numbers must periodically be 
maintained to remain legible. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
This collection is consistent with the OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on August 12, 2011 (76 FR 50180) solicited public 
comment. No comments were received. 
 
 Consultation outside the agency is assured by the Pacific Coast Groundfish regulatory process, 
set forth in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and implementing 
regulations (Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan and 50 CFR 660, Subpart G).  
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9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
There is no assurance of confidentiality, as this is public information. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There is no information of a sensitive nature in this collection. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The estimated total number of vessels affected is 946. There are three types of groundfish 
vessels, which use the types of gear (longline, trap or pot, set net and stationary hook-and-line 
gear, including commercial vertical hook-and-line gear) that must be marked. Each vessel had a 
unique number of markings required because of variation in the gear. Estimating the total 
number of marks in the fleet as 15,190 and 15 minutes per marking, the burden is estimated to be 
3,798 hours (please refer to Table 1 for details). 
 
Labor costs in the fishing industry are estimated at $15 per hour (www.workforceexplorer.com). 
Fifteen dollars per hour multiplied by 3,798 burden hours equals approximately $56,970. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
recordkeepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in 
Question 12 above). 
 
The materials needed are paint and a paintbrush, or permanent ink applicator, and possibly a 
stencil. With most traps or pots, marking is done by means of a commercially available plastic 
tag that is fastened to the trap/pot by thin strands of wire and this tag number identifies the owner 
of the trap/pot. The total number of marks in the fleet is estimated at 15,190 (please refer to 
Table 1 for details), and the average cost per marking is approximately $0.25. Therefore, the 
total annual cost burden is $3,798. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There would be no Federal cost associated with this collection because marking verification 
would be included as part of other enforcement actions and no information is received to process. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Program change: Revised individual fishing quota (IFQ) trawl fishery regulations at 50 CFR 
660.140, per Final Rule 0648-AY68 (75 FR 78344) allow trawl allocation to be harvested with 

http://www.workforceexplorer.com/�
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-12-15/pdf/2010-30527.pdf�
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fixed gears. Thus, 20 of the limited entry vessels would have up to a total of 400 additional 
pieces of gear to mark, adding 100 hours and $100.   
 
Adjustments:  
 
Open access fishery values were updated to reflect most recent participation levels: an increase 
of 286 vessels, from 409 to 695, increasing markings from 4,617 to 10,490 (difference of 5,873), 
hours from 1,154 to 2,623 (difference of 1,469) and costs from $1,154 to $2,263 (same 
difference).   
 
Limited entry longline permits can be stacked and unstacked at the permit owner’s discretion.   
The numbers were revised to reflect the largest number of markings, should all permits be 
unstacked (that is, all longline permits in use). This adjustment added 1,740 markings, 435 hours 
and $435 for the existing 199 permits (from 2,240 to 3,980 markings, from 560 to 995 hours and 
from $560 to $995).  
 
Additional minor adjustments added 50 markings, 12 hours and $12. 
 
Total changes due to adjustments: a total of 7,663 markings was added, with a burden of 
1,916 hours, at a cost of $1,916. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No results are published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions to the certification statement. 
 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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Table 1.  Estimates for Fixed-Gear Marking Burden in the Pacific Coast Groundfish 
Fishery 
 

2011 
OPEN ACCESS LIMITED ENTRY 

TOTAL 
FLEET  

*** 

Longline 
Vertical 
Hook & 

Line 
Pot ** Set Net Longline Pot IFQ gear 

switching **** 

Number of 
Vessels 400 80 200 15 199 32 20 946 

Number or 
Strings * 10 5 5 3 10 5 10  

Number of 
Buoys per 
String 

2 1 2 2 2 2 2  

Number of 
Markings per 
Vessel 

20 5 10 6 20 10 20  

Total Annual 
Number of 
Markings per 
Fleet 

8,000 400 2,000 90 3,980 320 400 15,190 

Total Annual 
Burden Hours  
@ 0.25 hrs per 
Marking 

2,000 100 500 23 995 80 100 3,798 

Material Costs 
@ $0.25 per 
Marking 

$2,000 $100 $500 $23 $995 $80 $100 $3,798 

Labor Cost @ 
$15/hrs $30,000 $1,500 $7,500 $345 $14,925 $1,200 $1,500 $56,970 

* Best estimates. 
** Assumes a string of pots is set by smaller open access vessels, though pots may also be individually set. 
*** Assumes all are small businesses 
**** As some vessels may participate in both limited entry and open access, the burden may be slightly 
overestimated. 
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indirectly, by non-U.S. citizens or non- 
U.S. companies. For eligibility 
purposes, a ‘‘U.S. organization’’ is an 
organization, including trade 
associations and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), established under 
the laws of the United States, that is 
controlled by U.S. citizens, by another 
U.S. organization (or organizations), or 
by a U.S. company (or companies), as 
determined based on its board of 
directors (or comparable governing 
body), membership, and funding 
sources, as applicable. For eligibility 
purposes, a U.S. entity includes state 
and local tourism marketing entities, 
state government tourism offices, state 
and/or local government-supported 
tourism marketing entities, multi-state 
tourism marketing entities, and other 
tourism-related entities that can 
demonstrate U.S. ownership or control. 

Members of the Board will be 
selected, in accordance with applicable 
Department of Commerce guidelines, 
based on their ability to carry out the 
objectives of the Board as set forth 
above. Members of the Board shall be 
selected in a manner that ensures that 
the Board is balanced in terms of points 
of view, industry subsector, range of 
products and services, demographics, 
geography, and company size. 

Additional factors which will be 
considered in the selection of Board 
members include candidates’ proven 
experience in the strategic development 
and management of travel and tourism- 
related or other service-related 
organizations; or the candidate’s proven 
experience in promoting, developing, 
and implementing advertising and 
marketing programs for travel-related or 
tourism-related industries. 

Priority may be given to a Chief 
Executive Officer, Executive Director, or 
President (or comparable level of 
responsibility) of a U.S. company, U.S. 
organization, or U.S. entity in the travel 
and tourism sector. 

Members shall serve a term of two 
years from the date of appointment, at 
the pleasure of the Secretary of 
Commerce. All appointments will 
automatically terminate no later than 
November 15, 2013. Members will serve 
at the discretion of the Secretary of 
Commerce. Although the Board’s 
current charter terminates in September 
2011, it is anticipated that it will be 
rechartered. 

Members shall serve in a 
representative capacity, representing the 
views and interests of their particular 
industry subsector. Board members are 
not special government employees, and 
will receive no compensation for their 
participation in Board activities. 
Members participating in Board 

meetings and events will be responsible 
for their travel, living and other 
personal expenses. Meetings will be 
held regularly and, to the extent 
practical, not less than twice annually, 
usually in Washington, DC. 

To be considered for membership, 
please provide the following 
information by the 9/16/2011, 5 p.m. 
EDT deadline, via e-mail, to OACIE@
trade.gov or, via mail, to Jennifer Pilat, 
Office of Advisory Committees, U.S. 
Travel and Tourism Advisory Board 
Executive Secretariat, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Room 4043, 1401 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC 20230. 

1. Name and title of the individual 
requesting consideration. 

2. A sponsor letter from the applicant 
on his or her company/organization/ 
entity letterhead or, if the applicant is 
to represent a company/organization/ 
entity other than his or her employer, a 
letter from the company/organization/ 
entity to be represented, containing a 
brief statement of why the applicant 
should be considered for membership 
on the Board. This sponsor letter should 
also address the applicant’s travel and 
tourism-related experience. 

3. The applicant’s personal resume. 
4. An affirmative statement that the 

applicant is not required to register as 
a foreign agent under the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act of 1938, as amended. 

5. An affirmative statement by the 
applicant that he or she is not a 
Federally registered lobbyist, and that 
the applicant understands that he or 
she, if appointed, will not be allowed to 
continue to serve as a Board member if 
the applicant becomes a Federally 
registered lobbyist. 

6. If the applicant represents a 
tourism-related U.S. entity, the 
functions and responsibilities of the 
entity, and information regarding the 
entity’s U.S. ownership or control. 

7. If the applicant represents an 
organization, information regarding the 
control of the organization, including 
the governing structure, members, and 
revenue sources as appropriate 
signifying compliance with the criteria 
set forth above. 

8. If the applicant represents a 
company, information regarding the 
control of the company, including the 
governing structure and stock holdings 
as appropriate signifying compliance 
with the criteria set forth above. 

9. The company’s, organization’s, or 
entity’s size and ownership, product or 
service line and major markets in which 
the company, organization, or operates. 

10. Brief statement describing how the 
applicant will contribute to the work of 
the Board based on his or her unique 

experience and perspective (not to 
exceed 100 words). 

Dated: August 2, 2011. 
Jennifer Pilat, 
Executive Secretary, U.S. Travel & Tourism 
Advisory Board. 
[FR Doc. 2011–20514 Filed 8–11–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Northwest Region 
Gear Identification Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before October 11, 
2011. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Becky Renko, (206) 526– 
6110 or becky.renko @noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The success of fisheries management 
programs depends significantly on 
regulatory compliance. The 
requirements that fishing gear be 
marked are essential to facilitate 
enforcement. The ability to link fishing 
gear to the vessel owner or operator is 
crucial to the enforcement of regulations 
issued under the authority of the 
Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act (MSA). The 
marking of fishing gear is also valuable 
in actions concerning damage, loss, and 
civil proceedings. The regulations 
specify fishing gear must be marked 
with the vessel’s official number, 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 16:37 Aug 11, 2011 Jkt 223001 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\12AUN1.SGM 12AUN1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

4V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S

mailto:OACIE@trade.gov
mailto:OACIE@trade.gov
mailto:dHynek@doc.gov


50181 Federal Register / Vol. 76, No. 156 / Friday, August 12, 2011 / Notices 

Federal permit or tag number, or some 
other specified form of identification. 
The regulations further specify how the 
gear is to be marked (e.g., location and 
color). Law enforcement personnel rely 
on this information to assure 
compliance with fisheries management 
regulations. Gear that is not properly 
identified is confiscated. The 
identifying number on fishing gear is 
used by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), the United States Coast 
Guard (USCG), and other marine 
agencies in issuing violations, 
prosecutions, and other enforcement 
actions. Gear marking helps ensure that 
a vessel harvests fish only from its own 
traps/pots/other gear and that traps/ 
pots/other gear are not illegally placed. 
Gear violations are more readily 
prosecuted when the gear is marked, 
allowing for more cost effective 
enforcement. Cooperating fishermen 
also use the number to report placement 
or occurrence of gear in unauthorized 
areas. Regulation-compliant fishermen 
ultimately benefit from this 
requirement, because unauthorized and 
illegal fishing is deterred and more 
burdensome regulations are avoided. 

II. Method of Collection 

The physical marking of fishing buoys 
is done by the affected public 
(fishermen in the Pacific Coast 
Groundfish Fishery) according to 
regulation. No information is collected. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0352. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

946. 
Estimated Time per Response: 

15 minutes per marking. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 3,798. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $3,798. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 

or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2011–20491 Filed 8–11–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA505 

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish 
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Exempted Fishing Permit 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of receipt of an 
application for an exempted fishing 
permit; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the receipt 
of an application for an exempted 
fishing permit (EFP) from the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF). If granted, the EFP would 
authorize the applicant to collect and 
retain limited numbers of specimens 
that would otherwise be prohibited from 
possession and retention. This study, to 
be conducted in the exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) 
off Louisiana, is intended to more 
closely monitor populations of red 
snapper and other reef fish to ensure 
public health and seafood quality are 
maintained. 

DATES: Comments must be received no 
later than 5 p.m., eastern time, on 
September 12, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on the application by any of the 
following methods: 

• E-mail: Steve.Branstetter@noaa.gov. 
Include in the subject line of the e-mail 
comment the following document 
identifier: ‘‘LDWF_EFP’’. 

• Mail: Steve Branstetter, Southeast 
Regional Office, NMFS, 263 13th 
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701. 

The application and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request to any of the above 
addresses. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steve Branstetter, 727–824–5305; e- 
mail: Steve.Branstetter@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The EFP is 
requested under the authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and regulations at 
50 CFR 600.745(b) concerning exempted 
fishing. 

The described research is part of a 
new monitoring program by LDWF. The 
research is intended to involve 
recreational fishermen in the collection 
of fundamental biological information of 
Gulf reef fish. The proposed collection 
for scientific research involves activities 
that could otherwise be prohibited by 
regulations at 50 CFR part 622, as they 
pertain to reef fish managed by the Gulf 
of Mexico Fishery Management Council 
(Council). The applicant requires 
authorization through the EFP to collect 
these Council-managed species that may 
be taken as part of the normal fishing 
activities of the recreational for-hire 
sector of the Gulf reef fish fishery. 
LDWF would enlist the Louisiana 
Charter Boat Association, a for-hire 
recreational fishing body that is 
recognized by the department and the 
state legislature to assist with a focused 
watch for red snapper and other Gulf 
reef fish species exhibiting biological 
abnormalities, such as skin lesions or 
infections. LDWF Office of Fisheries 
personnel and university researchers 
would train participating charter boat 
operators to recognize abnormalities in 
reef fish and to use scientifically 
accepted technical procedures to 
process affected fish for laboratory 
analysis. The charter boat captain would 
attach an identification tag to each 
specimen, record the fishing location 
using Global Positioning System 
coordinates, and then contact the LDWF 
via an emergency call-in number. LDWF 
field personnel would assist in 
transferring these samples to shore 
facilities for transport to a pathology 
laboratory at Louisiana State University 
for analysis. 

The goal of the research is to more 
closely monitor populations of red 
snapper and other reef fish taken from 
state and Federal waters off Louisiana to 
ensure public health and seafood 
quality are maintained. The EFP, if 
approved, would authorize the take of 
as many as 100 Federally-managed red 
snapper or other Gulf reef fish through 
August 31, 2012. Such fish, collected as 
biological samples, would be exempted 
from the recreational bag limit for the 
particular species, and not subject to 
size limits or seasonal closures. 
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