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FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
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In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
01/20/2012

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201201-0648-002
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OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0352

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
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EXPIRATION DATE: 04/30/2015 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 7,127 1,782 1,782
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Change due to New Statute 0 0 0
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Identification 660.319
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0352
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b. [ |1] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7.Tile  NorthwestRegionGearldentificationRequirements

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable) NA

9. Keywords

Groundfish Fishing,FisheriesandFishingVessels

10. Abstract

Regulationgmplementingthe Pacific CoastGroundfishFisheryManagemenPlanat 50 CFR 660.219and660.319specifythatvessels
participatingin this fisheryarerequiredto marktheir fixed gearwith anidentificationnumber. This numberis usedby National
OceanicandAtmosphericAdministration(NOAA), the United StateCoastGuard(USCG)andotheragenciedor fisheryenforcement

activities.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. ___Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %

946
15,190

c. Total annual hours requested 3,798
d. Current OMB inventory 1,782
e. Difference 2,016
f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change 100
2. Adjustment 1,916

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) 4
c. Total annualized cost requested 4
d. Current OMB inventory 2
e. Difference 4
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 0

2. Adjustment 2

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._X_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b. [l 1] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

BeckyRenko
(206)526-6110

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Alan Risenhoover 12/30/2011
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date
signedby SarahBrabson 01/02/2012
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
NORTHWEST REGION GEAR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
OMB CONTROL NO: 0648-0352

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This submission requests revision and extension of Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
approval for gear-marking requirements in the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery.

Gear identification requirements are necessary to help ensure the success of fisheries
management programs by facilitating fisheries law enforcement efforts. Gear marking is also
valuable in actions concerning gear damage, loss, and civil proceedings. The ability to link
fishing gear to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of regulations issued under
the authority of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Fixed-gear marking
requirements are set forth in the regulations implementing the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fisheries
Management Plan at 50 CFR 660.219 and 660.319. Gear-marking requirements specify that each
type of fixed-gear must be marked with the owner's identifying number.

This request is a revision because revised individual fishing quota (IFQ) trawl fishery regulations
at 50 CFR 660.140, per Final Rule 0648-AY68 (75 FR 78344) allow trawl allocation to be
harvested with fixed gears. This change adds burden, as explained in Question 15.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The regulations specify that fishing gear must be marked with the vessel's official number,
federal permit or tag number, or some other specified form of identification. Law enforcement
personnel rely on this information to assure compliance with fisheries management regulations.
Gear that is not properly identified is considered a violation of Federal regulations and is
confiscated. The identifying marks on fishing gear is used by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), United States Coast Guard (USCG), and other marine agencies in issuing
violations, prosecutions, and other enforcement actions. Gear marking also helps ensure that a
vessel harvests fish only from its own traps/pots/other gear and that traps/pots/other gears are not
illegally placed. Properly marked fishing gear facilitates prosecution of gear violations, and
enhances cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishers also use the gear markings to report
placement or occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas. Regulation-compliant fishermen
ultimately benefit, as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.

The information collected will not be disseminated to the public; as it consists solely of
identification on gear, it is not submitted to NMFS.
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3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technoloqy.

The requirement that fixed gear be marked with an identifying number does not lend itself to
technology.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Existing Federal and State requirements have been reviewed to ensure that there is no duplication
of requirements.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Although nearly all vessels in the respective fisheries are categorized as small businesses, the
collection of information will not have a significant economic impact or burden on small
businesses in terms of time and resources. Therefore, no special modifications of the
requirements were considered necessary.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The NMFS and USCG would not be able to enforce the fishery management measures if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. The numbers must periodically be
maintained to remain legible.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

This collection is consistent with the OMB guidelines.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on August 12, 2011 (76 FR 50180) solicited public
comment. No comments were received.

Consultation outside the agency is assured by the Pacific Coast Groundfish regulatory process,
set forth in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and implementing
regulations (Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan and 50 CFR 660, Subpart G).



9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are provided to respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

There is no assurance of confidentiality, as this is public information.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

There is no information of a sensitive nature in this collection.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated total number of vessels affected is 946. There are three types of groundfish
vessels, which use the types of gear (longline, trap or pot, set net and stationary hook-and-line
gear, including commercial vertical hook-and-line gear) that must be marked. Each vessel had a
unique number of markings required because of variation in the gear. Estimating the total
number of marks in the fleet as 15,190 and 15 minutes per marking, the burden is estimated to be
3,798 hours (please refer to Table 1 for details).

Labor costs in the fishing industry are estimated at $15 per hour (www.workforceexplorer.com).
Fifteen dollars per hour multiplied by 3,798 burden hours equals approximately $56,970.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or
recordkeepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in
Question 12 above).

The materials needed are paint and a paintbrush, or permanent ink applicator, and possibly a
stencil. With most traps or pots, marking is done by means of a commercially available plastic
tag that is fastened to the trap/pot by thin strands of wire and this tag number identifies the owner
of the trap/pot. The total number of marks in the fleet is estimated at 15,190 (please refer to
Table 1 for details), and the average cost per marking is approximately $0.25. Therefore, the
total annual cost burden is $3,798.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

There would be no Federal cost associated with this collection because marking verification
would be included as part of other enforcement actions and no information is received to process.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Program change: Revised individual fishing quota (IFQ) trawl fishery regulations at 50 CFR
660.140, per Final Rule 0648-AY68 (75 FR 78344) allow trawl allocation to be harvested with
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fixed gears. Thus, 20 of the limited entry vessels would have up to a total of 400 additional
pieces of gear to mark, adding 100 hours and $100.

Adjustments:

Open access fishery values were updated to reflect most recent participation levels: an increase
of 286 vessels, from 409 to 695, increasing markings from 4,617 to 10,490 (difference of 5,873),
hours from 1,154 to 2,623 (difference of 1,469) and costs from $1,154 to $2,263 (same
difference).

Limited entry longline permits can be stacked and unstacked at the permit owner’s discretion.
The numbers were revised to reflect the largest number of markings, should all permits be
unstacked (that is, all longline permits in use). This adjustment added 1,740 markings, 435 hours
and $435 for the existing 199 permits (from 2,240 to 3,980 markings, from 560 to 995 hours and
from $560 to $995).

Additional minor adjustments added 50 markings, 12 hours and $12.

Total changes due to adjustments: a total of 7,663 markings was added, with a burden of
1,916 hours, at a cost of $1,916.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

No results are published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



Table 1. Estimates for Fixed-Gear Marking Burden in the Pacific Coast Groundfish

Fishery
TOTAL
OPEN ACCESS LIMITED ENTRY FLEET
2011 : il
Vertical IFQ gear
Longline | Hook & | Pot** Set Net Longline Pot g€ Fhkk
Line switching
Number of 400 | 80 | 200 15 199 32 20 946
Vessels
Number or
Strings * 10 5 5 3 10 5 10
Number of
Buoys per 2 1 2 2 2 2 2
String
Number of
Markings per 20 5 10 6 20 10 20
Vessel
Total Annual
Number of
Markings per 8,000 400 2,000 90 3,980 320 400 15,190
Fleet
Total Annual
Burden Hours
@ 0.25 hrs per 2,000 100 500 23 995 80 100 3,798
Marking
Material Costs
@ $0.25 per $2,000 | $100 $500 $23 $995 $80 $100 $3,798
Marking
Labor Cost @
$15/hrs $30,000 | $1,500 | $7,500 $345 $14,925 $1,200 $1,500 $56,970

* Best estimates.

** Assumes a string of pots is set by smaller open access vessels, though pots may also be individually set.
*** Assumes all are small businesses

**** As some vessels may participate in both limited entry and open access, the burden may be slightly

overestimated.
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indirectly, by non-U.S. citizens or non-
U.S. companies. For eligibility
purposes, a “‘U.S. organization” is an
organization, including trade
associations and nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs), established under
the laws of the United States, that is
controlled by U.S. citizens, by another
U.S. organization (or organizations), or
by a U.S. company (or companies), as
determined based on its board of
directors (or comparable governing
body), membership, and funding
sources, as applicable. For eligibility
purposes, a U.S. entity includes state
and local tourism marketing entities,
state government tourism offices, state
and/or local government-supported
tourism marketing entities, multi-state
tourism marketing entities, and other
tourism-related entities that can
demonstrate U.S. ownership or control.

Members of the Board will be
selected, in accordance with applicable
Department of Commerce guidelines,
based on their ability to carry out the
objectives of the Board as set forth
above. Members of the Board shall be
selected in a manner that ensures that
the Board is balanced in terms of points
of view, industry subsector, range of
products and services, demographics,
geography, and company size.

Additional factors which will be
considered in the selection of Board
members include candidates’ proven
experience in the strategic development
and management of travel and tourism-
related or other service-related
organizations; or the candidate’s proven
experience in promoting, developing,
and implementing advertising and
marketing programs for travel-related or
tourism-related industries.

Priority may be given to a Chief
Executive Officer, Executive Director, or
President (or comparable level of
responsibility) of a U.S. company, U.S.
organization, or U.S. entity in the travel
and tourism sector.

Members shall serve a term of two
years from the date of appointment, at
the pleasure of the Secretary of
Commerce. All appointments will
automatically terminate no later than
November 15, 2013. Members will serve
at the discretion of the Secretary of
Commerce. Although the Board’s
current charter terminates in September
2011, it is anticipated that it will be
rechartered.

Members shall serve in a
representative capacity, representing the
views and interests of their particular
industry subsector. Board members are
not special government employees, and
will receive no compensation for their
participation in Board activities.
Members participating in Board

meetings and events will be responsible
for their travel, living and other
personal expenses. Meetings will be
held regularly and, to the extent
practical, not less than twice annually,
usually in Washington, DC.

To be considered for membership,
please provide the following
information by the 9/16/2011, 5 p.m.
EDT deadline, via e-mail, to OACIE@
trade.gov or, via mail, to Jennifer Pilat,
Office of Advisory Committees, U.S.
Travel and Tourism Advisory Board
Executive Secretariat, U.S. Department
of Commerce, Room 4043, 1401
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20230.

1. Name and title of the individual
requesting consideration.

2. A sponsor letter from the applicant
on his or her company/organization/
entity letterhead or, if the applicant is
to represent a company/organization/
entity other than his or her employer, a
letter from the company/organization/
entity to be represented, containing a
brief statement of why the applicant
should be considered for membership
on the Board. This sponsor letter should
also address the applicant’s travel and
tourism-related experience.

3. The applicant’s personal resume.

4. An affirmative statement that the
applicant is not required to register as
a foreign agent under the Foreign Agents
Registration Act of 1938, as amended.

5. An affirmative statement by the
applicant that he or she is not a
Federally registered lobbyist, and that
the applicant understands that he or
she, if appointed, will not be allowed to
continue to serve as a Board member if
the applicant becomes a Federally
registered lobbyist.

6. If the applicant represents a
tourism-related U.S. entity, the
functions and responsibilities of the
entity, and information regarding the
entity’s U.S. ownership or control.

7. If the applicant represents an
organization, information regarding the
control of the organization, including
the governing structure, members, and
revenue sources as appropriate
signifying compliance with the criteria
set forth above.

8. If the applicant represents a
company, information regarding the
control of the company, including the
governing structure and stock holdings
as appropriate signifying compliance
with the criteria set forth above.

9. The company'’s, organization’s, or
entity’s size and ownership, product or
service line and major markets in which
the company, organization, or operates.

10. Brief statement describing how the
applicant will contribute to the work of
the Board based on his or her unique

experience and perspective (not to
exceed 100 words).

Dated: August 2, 2011.
Jennifer Pilat,

Executive Secretary, U.S. Travel & Tourism
Advisory Board.

[FR Doc. 2011-20514 Filed 8-11-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DR-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Northwest Region
Gear ldentification Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before October 11,
2011.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Becky Renko, (206) 526—
6110 or becky.renko @noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

The success of fisheries management
programs depends significantly on
regulatory compliance. The
requirements that fishing gear be
marked are essential to facilitate
enforcement. The ability to link fishing
gear to the vessel owner or operator is
crucial to the enforcement of regulations
issued under the authority of the
Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act (MSA). The
marking of fishing gear is also valuable
in actions concerning damage, loss, and
civil proceedings. The regulations
specify fishing gear must be marked
with the vessel’s official number,
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Federal permit or tag number, or some
other specified form of identification.
The regulations further specify how the
gear is to be marked (e.g., location and
color). Law enforcement personnel rely
on this information to assure
compliance with fisheries management
regulations. Gear that is not properly
identified is confiscated. The
identifying number on fishing gear is
used by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), the United States Coast
Guard (USCG), and other marine
agencies in issuing violations,
prosecutions, and other enforcement
actions. Gear marking helps ensure that
a vessel harvests fish only from its own
traps/pots/other gear and that traps/
pots/other gear are not illegally placed.
Gear violations are more readily
prosecuted when the gear is marked,
allowing for more cost effective
enforcement. Cooperating fishermen
also use the number to report placement
or occurrence of gear in unauthorized
areas. Regulation-compliant fishermen
ultimately benefit from this
requirement, because unauthorized and
illegal fishing is deterred and more
burdensome regulations are avoided.

II. Method of Collection

The physical marking of fishing buoys
is done by the affected public
(fishermen in the Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery) according to
regulation. No information is collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0352.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
946.

Estimated Time per Response:
15 minutes per marking.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 3,798.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $3,798.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques

or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2011-20491 Filed 8-11-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XA505

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico;
Exempted Fishing Permit

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of an
application for an exempted fishing
permit; request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the receipt
of an application for an exempted
fishing permit (EFP) from the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF). If granted, the EFP would
authorize the applicant to collect and
retain limited numbers of specimens
that would otherwise be prohibited from
possession and retention. This study, to
be conducted in the exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf)
off Louisiana, is intended to more
closely monitor populations of red
snapper and other reef fish to ensure
public health and seafood quality are
maintained.

DATES: Comments must be received no
later than 5 p.m., eastern time, on
September 12, 2011.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on the application by any of the
following methods:

e E-mail: Steve.Branstetter@noaa.gov.
Include in the subject line of the e-mail
comment the following document
identifier: “LDWF_EFP”.

o Mail: Steve Branstetter, Southeast
Regional Office, NMFS, 263 13th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request to any of the above
addresses.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Branstetter, 727-824-5305; e-
mail: Steve.Branstetter@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The EFP is
requested under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and regulations at
50 CFR 600.745(b) concerning exempted
fishing.

The described research is part of a
new monitoring program by LDWF. The
research is intended to involve
recreational fishermen in the collection
of fundamental biological information of
Gulf reef fish. The proposed collection
for scientific research involves activities
that could otherwise be prohibited by
regulations at 50 CFR part 622, as they
pertain to reef fish managed by the Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Council
(Council). The applicant requires
authorization through the EFP to collect
these Council-managed species that may
be taken as part of the normal fishing
activities of the recreational for-hire
sector of the Gulf reef fish fishery.
LDWF would enlist the Louisiana
Charter Boat Association, a for-hire
recreational fishing body that is
recognized by the department and the
state legislature to assist with a focused
watch for red snapper and other Gulf
reef fish species exhibiting biological
abnormalities, such as skin lesions or
infections. LDWF Office of Fisheries
personnel and university researchers
would train participating charter boat
operators to recognize abnormalities in
reef fish and to use scientifically
accepted technical procedures to
process affected fish for laboratory
analysis. The charter boat captain would
attach an identification tag to each
specimen, record the fishing location
using Global Positioning System
coordinates, and then contact the LDWF
via an emergency call-in number. LDWF
field personnel would assist in
transferring these samples to shore
facilities for transport to a pathology
laboratory at Louisiana State University
for analysis.

The goal of the research is to more
closely monitor populations of red
snapper and other reef fish taken from
state and Federal waters off Louisiana to
ensure public health and seafood
quality are maintained. The EFP, if
approved, would authorize the take of
as many as 100 Federally-managed red
snapper or other Gulf reef fish through
August 31, 2012. Such fish, collected as
biological samples, would be exempted
from the recreational bag limit for the
particular species, and not subject to
size limits or seasonal closures.
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