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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NORTHEAST REGION VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0350 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for renewal of this information collection. 
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 648.8 and 697.8 require that vessels over 25 feet in registered length, 
with Federal permits to fish in the Northeast, display the vessel’s name and official number.  The 
success of fisheries management programs depends upon regulatory compliance.  The vessel 
identification requirement, which is required of all federally permitted fishing vessels in the 
Northeast region, is essential to facilitate enforcement.  The ability to link fishing or other 
activity to a vessel owner or operator is crucial to the enforcement of regulations issued under the 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act (MSA).  By 
being able to identify vessels, enforcement personnel can easily identify Federal permit holders 
that are fishing in restricted areas and/or during restricted times. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The vessel name must be affixed to the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on 
an appropriate weather deck so as to be visible from enforcement vessels and aircraft.  This 
identification allows law enforcement personnel, including the United States Coast Guard 
(USCG), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Law 
Enforcement (OLE), and state marine patrols, to ascertain whether the vessel’s observed 
activities are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel.  Concerned fishermen also use 
the number to report suspicious activities that they observe.  Fishermen ultimately benefit, as 
unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred, which reduces the need for more restrictive fishing 
regulations.  
 
The information collected will not be disseminated to the public, as it consists solely of marking 
gear and/or vessels with the appropriate vessel or permit number.  This information is not 
submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
This identification requirement facilitates the visual identification of fishing vessels.  Although 
technologies have been developed to electronically identify and monitor vessels, this form of 
vessel identification is indispensable.  The visual collection of the vessel identification characters 
by law enforcement personnel may involve binoculars or other sight enhancement technology.   

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=90463d233c3d54674ffdcaeaf99e2187&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.6.1.1.8&idno=50�
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=90463d233c3d54674ffdcaeaf99e2187&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:9.0.1.1.5.1.1.8&idno=50�
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf�
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4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There is no duplication of this requirement with other collections by NOAA Fisheries.  However, 
the USCG, and many states, require the same identification of vessel name and official number.  
These requirements are complementary and do not create additional nor duplicative 
requirements. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Nearly all the commercial fishing vessels subject to this information collection are categorized as 
small businesses.  It is not anticipated that the information collection will have any significant 
impact on the operations of small businesses.   
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If commercial fishing vessels were not identifiable by NMFS, USCG, or any other cooperating 
enforcement agency the ability to enforce fishery regulations would be significantly impaired.  
The requirements of this collection are only repeated once the identification markings become 
illegible. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
No special circumstances require the collections to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with 
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on February 18, 2011 (76 FR 9550) solicited public 
comments.  No comments were received.   
 
The regulatory process also ensured public comment when the requirements were initially 
proposed. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided to respondents as part of this collection. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Vessel identification is not considered confidential information and thus no confidentiality is 
provided. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked as a part of this collection. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The commercial fishing vessel’s official number must be displayed at a specified size on the port 
and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and on a weather deck.  It is estimated that each 
vessel will require 45 minutes to display (paint) the official number on the vessel.  Each number 
is expected to need to be touched-up or repainted on an annual basis.  Table 1 provides a 
summary of annual burden for vessel identification.  This comes to approximately 3,690 hours 
(45 min x 4,920 vessels). 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The cost to the respondents is minimal.  Materials needed are paint and paintbrush, and possibly 
a stencil.  The cost of paint each year for re-painting or repairs can be estimated to be $10 per 
respondent.  It is anticipated that repainting or repairs would occur annually due to natural 
weathering of the paint, with a total expenditure of $49,200.  Table 1 provides a summary of 
annual costs for vessel identification.  
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There are no costs attributed to the Federal government resulting from this collection. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
The number of respondents, federally permitted commercial fishing vessels, has been adjusted 
downward by 1,080 respondents due to the current number of permitted vessels currently listed 
in the permit database that are greater than or equal to 25 feet in overall length.  The total number 
of respondents in now estimated to be 4,920 entities per year. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
This collection will not produce any results that will be published. 
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17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
This information collection does not utilize any forms to display the OMB approval expiration 
date. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exemptions. 
 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 
Table 1.  Final Cost Table 
 

Collection Number of 
Entities 

Items 
per 

Entity 

Total 
Number 
of Items 

Cost of 
Materials 
per vessel 

Total Cost of 
Materials 

Response 
Time  

Total 
Burden 
(Hours) 

Vessel 
Identification 
requirements 4,920 1 4,920 $10 $49,200 

45 
minutes 3,690 
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Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 

PART 697—ATLANTIC COASTAL FISHERIES COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT  
Subpart A—General Provisions  

§ 697.8   Vessel identification. 

(a) Vessel name and official number. Each fishing vessel issued a limited access American lobster permit and over 
25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length must: 

(1) Have affixed permanently its name on the port and starboard sides of the bow and, if possible, on its stern. 

(2) Have its official number displayed on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on an appropriate 
weather deck so as to be clearly visible from enforcement vessels and aircraft. The official number is the USCG 
documentation number or the vessel's state registration number for vessels not required to be documented under title 
46 U.S.C. 

(b) Numerals. Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, each fishing vessel issued a limited access 

American lobster permit must display its official number in block arabic numerals in contrasting color at least 18 
inches (45.7 cm) in height for fishing vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) in registered length, and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) 
in height for all other vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length. The registered length of a vessel, for purposes of 
this section, is that registered length set forth in USCG or state records. 

(c) Duties of owner. The owner of each vessel issued a limited access American lobster permit shall ensure that— 

(1) The vessel's name and official number are kept clearly legible and in good repair. 

(2) No part of the vessel, its rigging, its fishing gear, or any other object obstructs the view of the official number from 
any enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

(d) Non-permanent marking. Vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length, fishing in the EEZ and carrying 

recreational fishing parties on a per capita basis or by charter must use markings that meet the above requirements, 
except for the requirement that they be affixed permanently to the vessel. The non-permanent markings must be 
displayed in conformity with the aforementioned requirements. 

 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=90463d233c3d54674ffdcaeaf99e2187;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A9.0.1.1.5;idno=50;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=90463d233c3d54674ffdcaeaf99e2187;rgn=div6;view=text;node=50%3A9.0.1.1.5.1;idno=50;cc=ecfr
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Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 

PART 648—FISHERIES OF THE NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES  
Subpart A—General Provisions  

§ 648.8   Vessel identification. 

(a) Vessel name and official number. Each fishing vessel subject to this part and over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered 
length must: 

(1) Affix permanently its name on the port and starboard sides of the bow and, if possible, on its stern. 

(2) Display its official number on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on an appropriate 
weather deck so as to be clearly visible from enforcement vessels and aircraft. The official number is the USCG 
documentation number or the vessel's state registration number for vessels not required to be documented under title 
46 U.S.C. 

(b) Numerals. Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, the official number must be displayed in block 

arabic numerals in contrasting color at least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for fishing vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) in 
registered length, and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in height for all other vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered 
length. The registered length of a vessel, for purposes of this section, is that registered length set forth in USCG or 
state records. 

(c) Duties of owner. The owner of each vessel subject to this part shall ensure that— 

(1) The vessel's name and official number are kept clearly legible and in good repair. 

(2) No part of the vessel, its rigging, its fishing gear, or any other object obstructs the view of the official number from 
any enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

(d) Non-permanent marking. Vessels carrying recreational fishing parties on a per capita basis or by charter must use 

markings that meet the above requirements, except for the requirement that they be affixed permanently to the 
vessel. The non-permanent markings must be displayed in conformity with the above requirements. 

(e) New Jersey surf clam or ocean quahog vessels. Instead of complying with paragraph (a) of this section, surf clam 
or ocean quahog vessels licensed under New Jersey law may use the appropriate vessel identification markings 
established by that state. 

 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=90463d233c3d54674ffdcaeaf99e2187;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A8.0.1.1.6;idno=50;cc=ecfr
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=90463d233c3d54674ffdcaeaf99e2187;rgn=div6;view=text;node=50%3A8.0.1.1.6.1;idno=50;cc=ecfr
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

President’s Export Council: Meeting of 
the President’s Export Council 

AGENCY: International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of an open meeting. 

SUMMARY: The President’s Export 
Council will hold a meeting to discuss 
topics related to the National Export 
Initiative, and to provide advice 
regarding how to promote U.S. exports, 
jobs, and growth. 
DATES: March 11, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. (ET). 
ADDRESSES: The President’s Export 
Council will convene its next meeting 
via live webcast on the Internet at 
http://whitehouse.gov/live. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: J. 
Marc Chittum, President’s Export 
Council, Room 4043, 1401 Constitution 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC, 20230, 
telephone: 202–482–1124, e-mail: 
Marc.Chittum@trade.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Background: The President’s Export 

Council was first established by 
Executive Order on December 20, 1973 
to advise the President on matters 
relating to U.S. export trade and report 
to the President on its activities and on 
its recommendations for expanding U.S. 
exports. The President’s Export Council 
was renewed most recently by Executive 
Order 13511 of September 29, 2009, for 
the two-year period ending September 
30, 2011. 

Public Submissions: The public is 
invited to submit written statements to 
the President’s Export Council by C.O.B. 
March 1, 2011 by either of the following 
methods: 

Electronic Statements 
Send electronic statements to the 

President’s Export Council Web site at 
http://trade.gov/pec/peccomments.asp; 
or 

Paper Statements 
Send paper statements to J. Marc 

Chittum, President’s Export Council, 
Room 4043, 1401 Constitution Avenue, 
NW., Washington, DC, 20230. 

All statements will be posted on the 
President’s Export Council Web site 
(http://trade.gov/pec/peccomments.asp) 
without change, including any business 
or personal information provided such 
as names, addresses, e-mail addresses, 
or telephone numbers. All statements 
received, including attachments and 
other supporting materials, are part of 
the public record and subject to public 

disclosure. You should submit only 
information that you wish to make 
available publicly. 

Meeting minutes: Copies of the 
Council’s meeting minutes will be 
available within 90 days of the meeting. 

Dated: February 16, 2011. 
J. Marc Chittum, 
Executive Secretary, President’s Export 
Council. 
[FR Doc. 2011–3859 Filed 2–17–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Northeast Region 
Vessel Identification Collection 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 19, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Lindsey Feldman, (978) 675– 
2179 or Lindsey.Feldman@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
current information collection. 

Regulations at 50 CFR 648.8 and 
§ 697.8 require that owners of vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length 
that have Federal permits to fish in the 
Northeast Region display the vessel’s 
name and official number. The name 
and number must be of a specific size 
at specified locations. The display of the 
identifying characters aids in fishery 
law enforcement. 

II. Method of Collection 

No information is submitted to NOAA 
Fisheries as a result of this collection. 
The vessel name must be affixed to the 
port and starboard sides of the bow and, 
if possible, on its stern. The official 
number must be displayed on the port 
and starboard sides of the deckhouse or 
hull, and on an appropriate weather 
deck so as to be clearly visible from 
enforcement vessels and aircraft. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0350. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals and 
households, business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
4,920. 

Estimated Time per Response: 45 
minutes to affix vessel name and 
registration number to the vessel. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 3,690. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $36,900 for paintbrushes, paint, 
and stencils. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 14, 2011. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2011–3682 Filed 2–17–11; 8:45 am] 
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