
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
08/04/2015Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

06/30/2015

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: List of Gear by Fisheries and Fishery Management Council

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0346

EXPIRATION DATE: 08/31/2018

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 6 9 60

New 6 9 60

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201506-0648-022ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

List of Gear by Fisheries and
Fishery Management Council

50 CFR 600.747



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION
Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer.  Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement,  and any
additional documentation to:  Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102, 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC  20503. 

 1.  Agency/Subagency originating request

     

 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None

        a.                    -                                        

 3.  Type of information collection (check one)

   a. [   ]  New Collection 

   b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

   c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

   d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   f.  [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

 4.  Type of review requested (check one)
   a. [   ] Regular submission
   b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by               /             /              
   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

 6.  Requested expiration date
   a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:     /    

 7. Title                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                      

 8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)    

 9. Keywords                                               
                         

10. Abstract                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                    
                            

11.  Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.        Individuals or households    d.         Farms
b.         Business or other for-profit e.         Federal Government
c.         Not-for-profit institutions    f.         State, Local or Tribal Government

 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
     a. [    ] Voluntary
     b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
     c. [    ] Mandatory

13.  Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
     a. Number of respondents                       

     b. Total annual responses                     
        1. Percentage of these responses
           collected electronically                        %
     c. Total annual hours requested                                 
     d. Current OMB inventory                     

     e. Difference                                                            
     f. Explanation of difference
        1. Program change                            
        2. Adjustment                                            

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of                 
      dollars)
    a. Total annualized capital/startup costs                         

    b. Total annual costs (O&M)                                          

    c. Total annualized cost requested                           

    d. Current OMB inventory                                                     

    e. Difference                                                                
    f.  Explanation of difference

       1. Program change                                                          

       2. Adjustment                                                           

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all            
others that apply with "X")
 a.       Application for benefits       e.      Program planning or management
 b.       Program evaluation             f.      Research   
 c.       General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.       Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a.  [   ] Recordkeeping                 b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c.  [  ] Reporting
         1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly                3. [   ] Monthly  
         4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually       6. [   ] Annually 
         7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)                                              

17. Statistical methods
     Does this information collection employ statistical methods                            
                                        [   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding 
      the content of this submission)

    Name:                                             
    Phone:                                          

 OMB 83-I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        10/95



       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        10/95



Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)   

 Signature Date

 Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

 Signature Date

10/95



 1 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
LIST OF GEAR BY FISHERIES AND FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0346 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Under provisions of Section 305(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. et seq) as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries Act (P.L. 104-297), 
the Secretary of Commerce is required to publish a list of all fisheries and gear under the 
authority of each Fishery Management Council and of all fishing gear to be used in such 
fisheries. Any person wishing to use gear not on the list, or engage in a fishery not on the list, 
must provide the appropriate Fishery Management Council (or in some cases the Secretary) with 
90 days advance written notice. If the Secretary takes no action to prohibit such a fishery or use 
of such gear, the person may proceed. 
 
This request is for extension of this information collection. 
 
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
An individual may provide notification to the appropriate council of any unlisted gear that the 
individual wishes to employ or unlisted fishery in which the individual wishes to engage. The 
individual must wait 90 days after the respective council signs a return receipt, before using such 
gear or participating in such fishery. The individual must provide the following information as 
described in 50 CFR 600.747(c): 
 

• The name, address, and telephone number of the person submitting the notification; 
• Written description of gear to be used; 
• A diagram, and/or photograph of the gear, as well as any specifications and dimensions 

necessary to define the gear; 
• Identification of the fishery or fisheries in which the gear will be used; 
• Identification of the likely bycatch species to be caught by the gear, including protected 

species, such as marine mammals, sea turtles, sea birds, or species listed as endangered or 
threatened under the Endangered Species Act; 
• Season in which the gear will be fished; 
• Description of how the gear will be deployed and fished including portions of the aquatic 

environment in which the gear will be deployed (near surface, midwater, bottom); and, 
• Area to be fished with such gear (location(s) (outer boundaries) by latitude and 

longitude). 
 
If the appropriate council has no initial objection to the use of an unlisted gear or participation in a 
new fishery, the council will recommend that the authorized list of fisheries and gear be amended 
and request National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) publish a notice of intent to amend the 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/sustainable_fishereries_act.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=7a5ac9a2975ea9191cb27ede2898762b&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.8.1.5&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=1b63ae5058b96851aeb2f482e6c56fd8&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.8.1.12&idno=50
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
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regulations and invite a 30-day public comment period. The appropriate council and NMFS will 
use the information provided in the notification process to decide after public comment is 
received whether a new gear should be allowed in a given fishery or an unlisted fishery should 
be added to the listing. 
 
The appropriate council will notify the individual of its disapproval of the request if, based on its 
review of the information, the appropriate council determines that use of the gear or participation 
in a fishery would compromise conservation and management efforts. 
 
It is anticipated that information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
publicly disseminated information. NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard 
it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this 
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior to 
dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use 
of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms 
of information technology. 
 
This collection does not use automated or electronic technology. As described in 50 CFR 
600.747(c)(3), a return-receipt method by certified mail is used because the submission of the 
notification gives the submitter certain rights to continue to use a gear type until action is taken. 
Given the small number of respondents, establishing a similar electronic system would not be 
cost effective.  
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There is no other requirement that fishermen provide these data to NMFS for new gear in an 
authorized fishery or a new fishery in a given area. Unless a gear already is specifically 
regulated, fishermen can employ new gear at will until NMFS implements specific regulations 
concerning such gear. 
 
5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
This collection will not have a significant impact on small entities. 
 
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection 
is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
This is a statutorily required collection under the Sustainable Fisheries Act. Without the 
collection of this information, the agency would not be in compliance with the law, and would 
not have the data necessary to properly decide whether a given gear is beneficial to a fishery, its  

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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effects on the environment, and whether or not the gear is beneficial or harmful to the 
conservation of given fish stocks. 
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in 
a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
None. 
 
8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on March 6, 2015 (80 FR 12154) solicited public comment 
on this information collection.  No comments were received. 
 
We requested comment from the one previous commenter to our prior submission, the Marine 
Mammal Commission, and the Executive Directors of the eight Fishery Management Councils.  
We received a “no comment” from the North Pacific Fishery Management Council, and the other 
seven Councils did not respond.  The Marine Mammal Commission supports the action, and their 
comment is below. 
 
“The Marine Mammal Commission (Commission) appreciates the opportunity to comment on 
this action. The Commission fully supports the process to publishing the list of fisheries since this 
will ensure that only approved fishing gear is used. Given that some fishing gear can cause 
marine mammal injury and mortality, the Commission shares the view that only approved gear 
may be used.  We therefore support the information collection.” 
 
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other 
than remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There is no payment or gift to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
NOAA is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other statutes to collect and protect 
proprietary or confidential commercial or financial information. Confidentiality of statistics 
provisions of 50 CFR 600, subpart E, applies to data collected with respect to any fishery 
management plan. This information is available to respondents when they consult the regulations 
in order to complete the information required. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly 
considered private. 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=1b63ae5058b96851aeb2f482e6c56fd8&rgn=div6&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.5&idno=50
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No sensitive questions are asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
The total estimated reporting burden is 9 hours. 
 
It is estimated that 6 submissions for new gear in an authorized fishery or a new fishery per year 
(an average of a little less than three submissions per fishery management council (8 councils) 
will occur to which this collection of information would apply. Each new submission is expected 
to take one and a half hours to complete. Therefore, the total annual reporting burden for 
submitting reports, per vessel, is estimated to be: 6 submissions x 1 hour and 30 
minutes/submission = 9 hours. 
 
13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
No capital or start-up costs are anticipated. Most, if not all, of the information collected is 
expected to be available and recorded by the fishing vessel as a normal part of conducting 
business. The only costs associated with this collection would be for contacting the Regional 
Administrator (telephone, fax, or mail) and copying and sending the submission for new gear. It 
is estimated that these costs would be approximately $10/vessel/contact or $60.  
 
14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The costs to the Federal Government associated with this collection are expected to be 
negligible. Other than providing copies of specific reporting requirements upon request, and 
copying and processing the data received, there are no expenditures required. No capital 
equipment would be required; systems already exist for data processing and record storage. 
 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There were no changes. 
 
16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publication. 
 
There is no publication of the submissions per se, but accepted gear will be listed in regulations 
and notices. 
 
17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of 
the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
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No exceptions are requested. 
 
 
B.   COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



Chris Wright - NOAA Federal <chris.wright@noaa.gov>

Re: Request for Comments on List of Gear by Fisheries - OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0346
1 message

Rebecca Lent <rlent@mmc.gov> Fri, May 8, 2015 at 4:24 PM
To: Alan Risenhoover - NOAA Federal <alan.risenhoover@noaa.gov>
Cc: Stephanie Hunt - NOAA Federal <stephanie.hunt@noaa.gov>, Chris Wright - NOAA Federal <chris.wright@noaa.gov>

Dear Alan and Colleagues

The Marine Mammal Commission (Commission) appreciates the opportunity to comment on this action. The Commission fully supports the process tof
publishing the list of fisheries since this will ensure that only approved fishing gear is used. Given that some fishing gear can cause marine mammal injury and
mortality, the Commission shares the view that only approved gear may be used.

We therefore support the information collection.

Best regards
Rebecca

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 23, 2015, at 10:39 AM, Alan Risenhoover - NOAA Federal <alan.risenhoover@noaa.gov> wrote:

Rebecca ---

On March 6, 2015, NOAA Fisheries published the List of Gear by Fisheries and Fishery Management Councils (List), OMB Control Number 0648-0346 (80
FR 12154) seeking a 3-year extension of the information collection requirements in the current rule.  Under new Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
guidance, in addition to requesting comments via the Federal Register, we are also directly asking for comments from those impacted or affected by the
requirements. 

 

Section 305(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act requires publication of the List, and prohibits any person from employing fishing gear or engaging in a fishery
that is not on the List unless they provide 90 days advance written notice to the appropriate regional fishery management council.  These requirements mean
that Councils have advance notice of fishing in their region outside of their FMPs, and have an opportunity to request the Secretary to take emergency action
to prevent the activity. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - Re: Request for Comments on List o... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9bb88bbd40&view=pt&search=inbox&th=14d35...

1 of 2 5/11/2015 10:11 AM



 

Please provide any comments to OMB on the information collection requirements for the List per the attached Federal Register Notice.  The comment period
ends on May 5, 2015.  

 

It would also help us to receive a copy of your comments, which can be e-mailed to Chris Wright at chris.wright@noaa.gov.  If you have no comments, we’d
appreciate an email stating "No comment."

 

If you have any questions or need more information, please let Chris (301-427-8570) or me know. 

 
Thanks.

<0346 FR 80 12154 Notice 030615.pdf>

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - Re: Request for Comments on List o... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9bb88bbd40&view=pt&search=inbox&th=14d35...

2 of 2 5/11/2015 10:11 AM
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sawfish. In an effort to improve 
reporting, the proper identification of 
protected species will also be taught at 
these workshops. Additionally, 
individuals attending these workshops 
will gain a better understanding of the 
requirements for participating in these 
fisheries. The overall goal of these 
workshops is to provide participants 
with the skills needed to reduce the 
mortality of protected species, which 
may prevent additional regulations on 
these fisheries in the future. 

Correction 
In the Federal Register of December 4, 

2014, (79 FR 71982) in FR Doc. 2014– 
28502, on page 71983, in the second 
column, the workshop date of the 
second Atlantic Shark Identification 
workshop listed under the heading 
‘‘Workshop Dates, Times, and 
Locations’’ is corrected to read as 
follows: 

Workshop Dates, Times, and Locations 
2. March 26, 2015, 12 p.m.–4 p.m., 

LaQuinta Inn & Suites, 1387 North 
Military Highway, Norfolk, VA 23502. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: March 2, 2015. 
Alan D. Risenhoover, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–05174 Filed 3–5–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; List of Gear by 
Fisheries and Fishery Management 
Council 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 5, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at J.Jessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Chris Wright, (301) 427– 
8570 or Chris.Wright@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

Under the provisions of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery and 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) [16 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq.], as amended by the Sustainable 
Fisheries Act [Pub. L. 104–297], the 
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) is 
required to publish a list of all fisheries 
under authority of each Regional 
Fishery Management Council (Council) 
and all such fishing gear used in such 
fisheries (see section 305(a) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act). The list has 
been published and appears in 50 CFR 
600.725(v). Any person wishing to use 
gear not on the list, or engage in a 
fishery not on the list, must provide the 
appropriate Council or the Secretary, in 
the case of Atlantic highly migratory 
species, with 90 days of advance notice. 
If the Secretary takes no action to 
prohibit such a fishery or use of such a 
gear, the person may proceed. 

II. Method of Collection 
The respondent provides written 

notice. No form is used. 

III. Data 
OMB Number: 0648–0346. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 6. 
Estimated Time per Response: 90 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 15. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $30.00. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 

burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 3, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–05229 Filed 3–5–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Groundfish Committee to consider 
actions affecting New England fisheries 
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Thursday, March 26, 2015, at 9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 363 
Maine Mall Road, South Portland, ME 
04106; telephone: (207) 775–6161; fax: 
(207) 756–6622. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items 
of discussion on the agenda are: 

The committee will discuss and make 
recommendations to the Council 
regarding Amendment 18 (A18) (fleet 
diversity and accumulation limits). 
They will review the Alternatives 
included in A18, and review the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
for A18 including impacts analysis. The 
committee will also review the 
Groundfish Advisory Panel’s 
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