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 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS OPERATING IN INTERNAL WATERS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0329 
 

 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This information collection is necessary to comply with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq., which, at section 
306(c)(1)(C),  requires foreign fishing vessels processing fish within internal waters (waters 
considered to be within the United States (US)) to report the amount and location of fish received 
from vessels of the US.  Regulatory requirements related to this information collection are 
located at 50 CFR 600.508(f).  
 
This request is for renewal of this information collection. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) uses the information from this collection to monitor receipts of fish for 
conservation and management purposes.  Reports require vessel identification information; date 
of receipt of fish; amount of fish received, by species; and the location where the fish received 
were harvested.  Specific reporting requirements, such as timing and method of submission of 
reports, are stipulated by the NMFS Regional Administrator based on the data collection and 
fishery monitoring systems in place in the applicable Region at the time the internal waters 
fishing operation takes place.  Specifically, NMFS will use the information to properly allocate 
the reported receipts to the area(s) from which the fish were harvested, and to ensure that all 
receipts are accounted for in monitoring quotas and for resource assessment purposes.  Receipts 
are required to be reported by species in order to attribute the receipts to the appropriate fishery 
and stock of fish.  If quotas exist for the species received, the record of receipts will be used to 
monitor the quotas.  All reports of receipts will be used for stock assessment and statistical 
reporting purposes. 
 
It is anticipated that information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
publicly-disseminated information.  As explained in the preceding paragraph, the information 
gathered has utility.  NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from 
improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this 
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior to 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf�
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf�
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b77eaffe8a7728fbc0df65b9d9567c9d&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.6.1.8&idno=50�
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dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
This collection does not require the use of automated or electronic technology, nor does it 
preclude the use of such technology.  Because of differences in existing NMFS information 
collection systems in different parts of the country, the specifics of the timing and method of 
transmission of reports for collection of this information will be determined by the appropriate 
Regional Administrator at the time of application by the foreign fishing vessel.  It is intended that 
the most expeditious and least burdensome reporting method available will be employed. In this 
instance, submission by fax appears to be the most common method. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The Congress provided that the information described above be collected by NMFS because 
there was previously no mechanism in place to reliably acquire the information.  Foreign fishing 
vessels in internal waters are subject to conditions arranged with the Governor(s) of the involved 
state(s).  Such arrangements have not necessarily involved reporting data on receipts of fish.   In 
the event that involved state(s) need the same data as required in 50 CFR 600.508(f), NMFS will 
coordinate with the state(s) to avoid duplicative collections. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection will not have a significant impact on small businesses, organizations, or 
governmental entities. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
As noted, this is a statutorily required collection.  Without the collection of this information, 
NMFS would not be in compliance with the law, and would not have the data necessary to 
properly account for removals of fish transferred to foreign fishing vessels in internal waters.  
This would compromise stock assessments, quota management, and general statistical reporting 
of fishery resources. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
This collection requires reports more frequently than quarterly (that is, weekly) because quarterly 
reports are not timely enough to allow monitoring of quotas and may not be adequate for 
collection of information necessary for stock assessment purposes. 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html�
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8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Notice was published in the Federal Register on February 3, 2010 (75 FR 5566), seeking 
comments on renewal of this information collection.  No comments were received. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There is no payment or gift to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the weekly reporting form, data submitted based on this information collection will 
be accorded confidentiality pursuant to 50 CFR Part 600, Subpart E. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are included in this information collection. 

 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We are estimating an annual burden of 12 hours for this collection.  It is estimated that 2 foreign 
fishing vessels per year will engage in internal waters operations.  Each vessel is estimated to 
operate for 12 weeks per year, for a total of 24 responses per year.  Weekly reports are estimated 
to require 30 minutes each to fill out and submit.  Therefore, the annual reporting burden for 
submitting reports, per vessel, is estimated to be: 30 minutes per week for 12 weeks = 6 hours.  
The total annual reporting burden for submitting reports, for all vessels, is estimated to be: 6 
hr/vessel x 2 vessels = 12 hours.  Most, if not all of the information collected is expected to be 
available and recorded by the foreign fishing vessel as a normal part of conducting business.  
There are no recordkeeping requirements associated with this collection. 
 
 
 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b77eaffe8a7728fbc0df65b9d9567c9d&rgn=div6&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.5&idno=50�
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no capital or start-up costs associated with this collection.  All foreign fishing vessels 
involved will already have the means to communicate the required information to the appropriate 
NMFS Regional Administrator as a component of the vessel’s communications equipment.   The 
cost for a vessel to submit a fax or email report would not be expected to exceed $12.00 per 
month or $3.00 per week.  On an annualized basis, such costs could be estimated as follows: 2 
vessels x 12 weekly reports at $3.00 per weekly report = $72.00 per year. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The costs to the Federal government associated with this collection are expected to be negligible. 
Other than providing copies of specific reporting requirements upon request, and copying and 
processing the data received, there are no expenditures required.  No capital equipment would be 
required; systems already exist for data processing and record storage. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustments: The estimates of hours of burden and annual costs have been reduced to reflect 2 
possible respondents rather than the prior estimate of 6.  For several years, foreign fishing vessels 
have not sought to process fish within internal waters.  If the recent past is an indicator of future 
activities, foreign fishing vessels are not likely to process fish in internal waters and, thus, the 
weekly receipt reports will not be needed.  The reduced number of respondents reflects the 
reduction in likelihood that the Internal Waters Receipt Report would be used.  
 
Also, the $72 annualized reporting cost, although included in the 2007 renewal supporting 
statement, was not included in the ROCIS submission previously. It remains the same as in the 
2007 supporting statement, as the estimated cost per fax has increased. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



OMB Control No. 0648-0329 
Expiration Date: 07/31/2010 

 
Internal Waters Receipts Report 

 
Foreign vessel name:      Report for week of: 
 
______________________________________     ____________________________________ 
 
Date Fish  Species and  Harvest  U.S. Vessel Name/ 
Received  Amount Location  Official Number 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Data submitted based on this information collection will be accorded confidentiality pursuant to 50 CFR Part 600, Subpart E.
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including 
the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
suggestions for reducing this burden to Office of International Affairs, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy, 
Silver Spring, MD 20901. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 
subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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SEC. 2.      FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POLICY 16 U.S.C. 1801 
 

(a)  FINDINGS.—The Congress finds and declares the following:  
 

(1) The fish off the coasts of the United States, the highly migratory species of the high 
seas, the species which dwell on or in the Continental Shelf appertaining to the United 
States, and the anadromous species which spawn in United States rivers or estuaries, 
constitute valuable and renewable natural resources.  These fishery resources contribute to 
the food supply, economy, and health of the Nation and provide recreational opportunities.  

 
104-297 

(2) Certain stocks of fish have declined to the point where their survival is threatened, 
and other stocks of fish have been so substantially reduced in number that they could 
become similarly threatened as a consequence of (A) increased fishing pressure, (B) the 
inadequacy of fishery resource conservation and management practices and controls, or (C) 
direct and indirect habitat losses which have resulted in a diminished capacity to support 
existing fishing levels.  

 
(3) Commercial and recreational fishing constitutes a major source of employment and 

contributes significantly to the economy of the Nation.  Many coastal areas are dependent 
upon fishing and related activities, and their economies have been badly damaged by the 
overfishing of fishery resources at an ever-increasing rate over the past decade.  The 
activities of massive foreign fishing fleets in waters adjacent to such coastal areas have 
contributed to such damage, interfered with domestic fishing efforts, and caused destruction 
of the fishing gear of United States fishermen.  

 
(4) International fishery agreements have not been effective in preventing or terminating 

the overfishing of these valuable fishery resources.  There is danger that irreversible effects 
from overfishing will take place before an effective international agreement on fishery 
management jurisdiction can be negotiated, signed, ratified, and implemented.  

 
(5) Fishery resources are finite but renewable.  If placed under sound management before 

overfishing has caused irreversible effects, the fisheries can be conserved and maintained so 
as to provide optimum yields on a continuing basis.  

 
104-297 

(6) A national program for the conservation and management of the fishery resources of 
the United States is necessary to prevent overfishing, to rebuild overfished stocks, to insure 
conservation, to facilitate long-term protection of essential fish habitats, and to realize the 
full potential of the Nation's fishery resources.  

 
95-354 

(7) A national program for the development of fisheries which are underutilized or not 
utilized by the United States fishing industry, including bottom fish off Alaska, is necessary 
to assure that our citizens benefit from the employment, food supply, and revenue which 
could be generated thereby.  



16 U.S.C. 1801 
MSA § 2 
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101-627 
(8) The collection of reliable data is essential to the effective conservation, management, 

and scientific understanding of the fishery resources of the United States.  
 
104-297 

(9) One of the greatest long-term threats to the viability of commercial and recreational 
fisheries is the continuing loss of marine, estuarine, and other aquatic habitats.  Habitat 
considerations should receive increased attention for the conservation and management of 
fishery resources of the United States. 

 
104-297 

(10) Pacific Insular Areas contain unique historical, cultural, legal, political, and 
geographical circumstances which make fisheries resources important in sustaining their 
economic growth. 

 
109-479 

(11) A number of the Fishery Management Councils have demonstrated significant 
progress in integrating ecosystem considerations in fisheries management using the existing 
authorities provided under this Act. 

 
109-479 

(12) International cooperation is necessary to address illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing and other fishing practices which may harm the sustainability of living marine 
resources and disadvantage the United States fishing industry. 

 
(b)  PURPOSES.—It is therefore declared to be the purposes of the Congress in this Act—  
 
99-659, 101-627, 102-251 

(1) to take immediate action to conserve and manage the fishery resources found off the 
coasts of the United States, and the anadromous species and Continental Shelf fishery 
resources of the United States, by exercising (A) sovereign rights for the purposes of 
exploring, exploiting, conserving, and managing all fish within the exclusive economic zone 
established by Presidential Proclamation 5030, dated March 10, 1983, and (B) exclusive 
fishery management authority beyond the exclusive economic zone over such anadromous 
species and Continental Shelf fishery resources[, and fishery resources in the special areas]*;  

 
(2) to support and encourage the implementation and enforcement of international fishery 

agreements for the conservation and management of highly migratory species, and to 
encourage the negotiation and implementation of additional such agreements as necessary;  

 
104-297 

(3) to promote domestic commercial and recreational fishing under sound conservation 
and management principles, including the promotion of catch and release programs in 
recreational fishing;  

 



16 U.S.C. 1801 
MSA § 2 

 

 3

(4) to provide for the preparation and implementation, in accordance with national 
standards, of fishery management plans which will achieve and maintain, on a continuing 
basis, the optimum yield from each fishery;  

 
101-627 

(5) to establish Regional Fishery Management Councils to exercise sound judgment in 
the stewardship of fishery resources through the preparation, monitoring, and revision of 
such plans under circumstances (A) which will enable the States, the fishing industry, 
consumer and environmental organizations, and other interested persons to participate in, 
and advise on, the establishment and administration of such plans, and (B) which take into 
account the social and economic needs of the States; 

 
95-354, 96-561, 104-297 

(6) to encourage the development by the United States fishing industry of fisheries which 
are currently underutilized or not utilized by United States fishermen, including bottom fish 
off Alaska, and to that end, to ensure that optimum yield determinations promote such 
development in a non-wasteful manner; and 

 
104-297 

(7) to promote the protection of essential fish habitat in the review of projects conducted 
under Federal permits, licenses, or other authorities that affect or have the potential to affect 
such habitat. 

  
(c)  POLICY.—It is further declared to be the policy of the Congress in this Act—  

 
(1) to maintain without change the existing territorial or other ocean jurisdiction of the 

United States for all purposes other than the conservation and management of fishery 
resources, as provided for in this Act;  

 
(2) to authorize no impediment to, or interference with, recognized legitimate uses of the 

high seas, except as necessary for the conservation and management of fishery resources, as 
provided for in this Act;  

 
101-627, 104-297 

(3) to assure that the national fishery conservation and management program utilizes, and 
is based upon, the best scientific information available; involves, and is responsive to the 
needs of, interested and affected States and citizens; considers efficiency; draws upon 
Federal, State, and academic capabilities in carrying out research, administration, 
management, and enforcement; considers the effects of fishing on immature fish and 
encourages development of practical measures that minimize bycatch and avoid unnecessary 
waste of fish; and is workable and effective;  
 

(4) to permit foreign fishing consistent with the provisions of this Act;  
 
 
 



16 U.S.C. 1801-1802 
MSA §§ 2-3 
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99-659, 101-627 
(5) to support and encourage active United States efforts to obtain internationally 

acceptable agreements which provide for effective conservation and management of fishery 
resources, and to secure agreements to regulate fishing by vessels or persons beyond the 
exclusive economic zones of any nation; 

 
101-627 

(6) to foster and maintain the diversity of fisheries in the United States; and 
 
104-297 

(7) to ensure that the fishery resources adjacent to a Pacific Insular Area, including 
resident or migratory stocks within the exclusive economic zone adjacent to such areas, be 
explored, developed, conserved, and managed for the benefit of the people of such area and 
of the United States. 

 
 
 
SEC. 3.      DEFINITIONS                                                                         16 U.S.C. 1802 
 
As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—  
 

(1) The term "anadromous species" means species of fish which spawn in fresh or estuarine 
waters of the United States and which migrate to ocean waters.  
 
104-297 

(2) The term "bycatch" means fish which are harvested in a fishery, but which are not sold or 
kept for personal use, and includes economic discards and regulatory discards.  Such term does 
not include fish released alive under a recreational catch and release fishery management 
program. 
 
104-297 

(3) The term "charter fishing" means fishing from a vessel carrying a passenger for hire (as 
defined in section 2101(21a) of title 46, United States Code) who is engaged in recreational 
fishing. 
 
104-297 

(4) The term "commercial fishing" means fishing in which the fish harvested, either in whole 
or in part, are intended to enter commerce or enter commerce through sale, barter or trade. 
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e-CFR Data is current as of June 3, 2010  

 
Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 600—MAGNUSON-STEVENS ACT PROVISIONS  

Subpart E—Confidentiality of Statistics 

§ 600.405   Types of statistics covered. 

NOAA is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other statutes to collect proprietary or confidential commercial or financial 
information. This part applies to all pertinent data required to be submitted to the Secretary with respect to any FMP including, but 
not limited to, information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by species in numbers of fish or weight thereof, 
areas in which fishing occurred, time of fishing, number of hauls, and the estimated processing capacity of, and the actual 
processing capacity utilized by, U.S. fish processors. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

§ 600.410   Collection and maintenance of statistics. 

(a) General. (1) All statistics required to be submitted to the Secretary are provided to the Assistant Administrator. 

(2) After receipt, the Assistant Administrator will remove all identifying particulars from the statistics if doing so is consistent with the 
needs of NMFS and good scientific practice. 

(3) Appropriate safeguards as specified by NOAA Directives, or other NOAA or NMFS internal procedures, apply to the collection 
and maintenance of all statistics, whether separated from identifying particulars or not, so as to ensure their confidentiality. 

(b) Collection agreements with states. (1) The Assistant Administrator may enter into an agreement with a state authorizing the state 
to collect statistics on behalf of the Secretary. 

(2) NMFS will not enter into a cooperative collection agreement with a state unless the state has authority to protect the statistics 
from disclosure in a manner at least as protective as these regulations. 

§ 600.415   Access to statistics. 

(a) General. In determining whether to grant a request for access to confidential data, the following information will be taken into 
consideration (also see §600.130): 

(1) The specific types of data required. 

(2) The relevance of the data to conservation and management issues. 

(3) The duration of time access will be required: continuous, infrequent, or one-time. 

(4) An explanation of why the availability of aggregate or non-confidential summaries of data from other sources would not satisfy 
the requested needs. 

(b) Federal employees. Statistics submitted as a requirement of an FMP and that reveal the identity of the submitter will only be 
accessible to the following: 

(1) Personnel within NMFS responsible for the collection, processing, and storage of the statistics. 

(2) Federal employees who are responsible for FMP development, monitoring, and enforcement. 

(3) Personnel within NMFS performing research that requires confidential statistics. 

(4) Other NOAA personnel on a demonstrable need-to-know basis. 

(5) NOAA/NMFS contractors or grantees who require access to confidential statistics to perform functions authorized by a Federal 
contract or grant. 
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(c) State personnel. Upon written request, confidential statistics will only be accessible if: 

(1) State employees demonstrate a need for confidential statistics for use in fishery conservation and management. 

(2) The state has entered into a written agreement between the Assistant Administrator and the head of the state's agency that 
manages marine and/or anadromous fisheries. The agreement shall contain a finding by the Assistant Administrator that the state 
has confidentiality protection authority comparable to the Magnuson-Stevens Act and that the state will exercise this authority to limit 
subsequent access and use of the data to fishery management and monitoring purposes. 

(d) Councils. Upon written request by the Council Executive Director, access to confidential data will be granted to: 

(1) Council employees who are responsible for FMP development and monitoring. 

(2) A Council for use by the Council for conservation and management purposes, with the approval of the Assistant Administrator. In 
addition to the information described in paragraph (a) of this section, the Assistant Administrator will consider the following in 
deciding whether to grant access: 

(i) The possibility that Council members might gain personal or competitive advantage from access to the data. 

(ii) The possibility that the suppliers of the data would be placed at a competitive disadvantage by public disclosure of the data at 
Council meetings or hearings. 

(3) A contractor of the Council for use in such analysis or studies necessary for conservation and management purposes, with 
approval of the Assistant Administrator and execution of an agreement with NMFS as described by NOAA Administrative Order 
(NAO) 216–100. 

(e) Prohibitions. Persons having access to these data are prohibited from unauthorized use or disclosure and are subject to the 
provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1905, 16 U.S.C. 1857, and NOAA/NMFS internal procedures, including NAO 216–100. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

§ 600.420   Control system. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator maintains a control system to protect the identity of submitters of statistics required by an FMP. The 
control system: 

(1) Identifies those persons who have access to the statistics. 

(2) Contains procedures to limit access to confidential data to authorized users. 

(3) Provides for safeguarding the data. 

(b) This system requires that all persons who have authorized access to the data be informed of the confidentiality of the data. 
These persons are required to sign a statement that they: 

(1) Have been informed that the data are confidential. 

(2) Have reviewed and are familiar with the procedures to protect confidential statistics. 

§ 600.425   Release of statistics. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator will not release to the public any statistics required to be submitted under an FMP in a form that 
would identify the submitter, except as required by law. 

(b) All requests from the public for statistics submitted in response to a requirement of an FMP will be processed consistent with the 
NOAA FOIA regulations (15 CFR part 903), NAO 205–14, Department of Commerce Administrative Orders 205–12 and 205–14 and 
15 CFR part 4. 

(c) NOAA does not release or allow access to confidential information in its possession to members of Council advisory groups, 
except as provided by law. 
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Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 600—MAGNUSON-STEVENS ACT PROVISIONS  
Subpart F—Foreign Fishing  

§ 600.508   Fishing operations. 

(a) Catching. Each FFV authorized for activity code 1 may catch fish. An FFV may retain its catch of any species or species 
group for which there is an unfilled national allocation. All fish caught will be counted against the national allocation, even if 
the fish are discarded, unless exempted by the regulations of the fishery in which the FFV is engaged. Catching operations 
may be conducted as specified by the regulations of the fishery in which the FFV is engaged and as modified by the FFV's 
permit. 

(b) Scouting. Each FFV authorized for Activity Codes 1 through 6 may scout for fish. Scouting may be conducted only in the 
fisheries area authorized by the scouting vessel's permit and under such other circumstances as may be designated in this 
subpart or the permit. 

(c) Processing. Each FFV with Activity Code 1 or 2 may process fish. Processing may only be conducted whenever and 
wherever catching operations for FFV's of that Nation are permitted, whenever and wherever joint venture operations are 
authorized by an FFV's permit under Activity Code 4, and under such other circumstances as may be designated in this 
subpart or the permit. 

(d) Support. Each FFV with Activity Codes 1, 2, 3, 5, or 8 may support other permitted FFV's. Each FFV with Activity Codes 
4 or 6 may support U.S. vessels. Support operations may be conducted only in the fisheries areas authorized by the 
supporting vessel's permit, and under such other circumstances as may be designated in this subpart or the permit. 

(e) Joint ventures. Each FFV with Activity Code 4 in addition to Activity Codes 1 or 2 may also conduct operations with U.S. 
fishing vessels. These joint venture operations with U.S. fishing vessels may be conducted throughout the EEZ, and under 
such other circumstances as may be designated in these regulations or the permit. FFV's with activity code 4 may continue 
operations assisting U.S. fishing vessels, despite closures under §600.511(a). 

(f) Internal waters. For FFV's authorized under section 306(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act: 

(1) Each FFV may engage in fish processing and support of U.S. fishing vessels within the internal waters of that state in 
compliance with terms and conditions set by the authorizing Governor. 

(2) The owner or operator of each FFV must submit weekly reports on the amount of fish received from vessels of the United 
States and the location(s) where such fish were harvested. 

(i) Reports must include: 

(A) Vessel identification information for the FFV. 

(B) Date of each receipt of fish. 

(C) Amount of fish received, by species. 

(D) Location(s) from which the fish received were harvested and the name and official number of the vessel of the United 
States that harvested the fish. 

(ii) Owners or operators of FFV's processing fish in internal waters under the provisions of this paragraph (f) must request, 
from the Regional Administrator, the requirements regarding timing and submission of the reports, at least 15 days prior to 
the first receipt of fish from a vessel of the United States. The Regional Administrator shall stipulate the timing and 
submission requirements in writing. 

(g) Transshipping. Each FFV with Activity Code 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, or 10 may transship in accordance with this subpart and 
the vessel's permit. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 27183, May 19, 1997; 62 FR 34397, June 26, 1997; 64 FR 39020, July 
21, 1999] 
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(c) State personnel. Upon written request, confidential statistics will only be accessible if: 

(1) State employees demonstrate a need for confidential statistics for use in fishery conservation and management. 

(2) The state has entered into a written agreement between the Assistant Administrator and the head of the state's agency that 
manages marine and/or anadromous fisheries. The agreement shall contain a finding by the Assistant Administrator that the state 
has confidentiality protection authority comparable to the Magnuson-Stevens Act and that the state will exercise this authority to limit 
subsequent access and use of the data to fishery management and monitoring purposes. 

(d) Councils. Upon written request by the Council Executive Director, access to confidential data will be granted to: 

(1) Council employees who are responsible for FMP development and monitoring. 

(2) A Council for use by the Council for conservation and management purposes, with the approval of the Assistant Administrator. In 
addition to the information described in paragraph (a) of this section, the Assistant Administrator will consider the following in 
deciding whether to grant access: 

(i) The possibility that Council members might gain personal or competitive advantage from access to the data. 

(ii) The possibility that the suppliers of the data would be placed at a competitive disadvantage by public disclosure of the data at 
Council meetings or hearings. 

(3) A contractor of the Council for use in such analysis or studies necessary for conservation and management purposes, with 
approval of the Assistant Administrator and execution of an agreement with NMFS as described by NOAA Administrative Order 
(NAO) 216–100. 

(e) Prohibitions. Persons having access to these data are prohibited from unauthorized use or disclosure and are subject to the 
provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1905, 16 U.S.C. 1857, and NOAA/NMFS internal procedures, including NAO 216–100. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

§ 600.420   Control system. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator maintains a control system to protect the identity of submitters of statistics required by an FMP. The 
control system: 

(1) Identifies those persons who have access to the statistics. 

(2) Contains procedures to limit access to confidential data to authorized users. 

(3) Provides for safeguarding the data. 

(b) This system requires that all persons who have authorized access to the data be informed of the confidentiality of the data. 
These persons are required to sign a statement that they: 

(1) Have been informed that the data are confidential. 

(2) Have reviewed and are familiar with the procedures to protect confidential statistics. 

§ 600.425   Release of statistics. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator will not release to the public any statistics required to be submitted under an FMP in a form that 
would identify the submitter, except as required by law. 

(b) All requests from the public for statistics submitted in response to a requirement of an FMP will be processed consistent with the 
NOAA FOIA regulations (15 CFR part 903), NAO 205–14, Department of Commerce Administrative Orders 205–12 and 205–14 and 
15 CFR part 4. 

(c) NOAA does not release or allow access to confidential information in its possession to members of Council advisory groups, 
except as provided by law. 
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(c) State personnel. Upon written request, confidential statistics will only be accessible if: 

(1) State employees demonstrate a need for confidential statistics for use in fishery conservation and management. 

(2) The state has entered into a written agreement between the Assistant Administrator and the head of the state's agency that 
manages marine and/or anadromous fisheries. The agreement shall contain a finding by the Assistant Administrator that the state 
has confidentiality protection authority comparable to the Magnuson-Stevens Act and that the state will exercise this authority to limit 
subsequent access and use of the data to fishery management and monitoring purposes. 

(d) Councils. Upon written request by the Council Executive Director, access to confidential data will be granted to: 

(1) Council employees who are responsible for FMP development and monitoring. 

(2) A Council for use by the Council for conservation and management purposes, with the approval of the Assistant Administrator. In 
addition to the information described in paragraph (a) of this section, the Assistant Administrator will consider the following in 
deciding whether to grant access: 

(i) The possibility that Council members might gain personal or competitive advantage from access to the data. 

(ii) The possibility that the suppliers of the data would be placed at a competitive disadvantage by public disclosure of the data at 
Council meetings or hearings. 

(3) A contractor of the Council for use in such analysis or studies necessary for conservation and management purposes, with 
approval of the Assistant Administrator and execution of an agreement with NMFS as described by NOAA Administrative Order 
(NAO) 216–100. 

(e) Prohibitions. Persons having access to these data are prohibited from unauthorized use or disclosure and are subject to the 
provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1905, 16 U.S.C. 1857, and NOAA/NMFS internal procedures, including NAO 216–100. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

§ 600.420   Control system. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator maintains a control system to protect the identity of submitters of statistics required by an FMP. The 
control system: 

(1) Identifies those persons who have access to the statistics. 

(2) Contains procedures to limit access to confidential data to authorized users. 

(3) Provides for safeguarding the data. 

(b) This system requires that all persons who have authorized access to the data be informed of the confidentiality of the data. 
These persons are required to sign a statement that they: 

(1) Have been informed that the data are confidential. 

(2) Have reviewed and are familiar with the procedures to protect confidential statistics. 

§ 600.425   Release of statistics. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator will not release to the public any statistics required to be submitted under an FMP in a form that 
would identify the submitter, except as required by law. 

(b) All requests from the public for statistics submitted in response to a requirement of an FMP will be processed consistent with the 
NOAA FOIA regulations (15 CFR part 903), NAO 205–14, Department of Commerce Administrative Orders 205–12 and 205–14 and 
15 CFR part 4. 

(c) NOAA does not release or allow access to confidential information in its possession to members of Council advisory groups, 
except as provided by law. 
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(c) State personnel. Upon written request, confidential statistics will only be accessible if: 

(1) State employees demonstrate a need for confidential statistics for use in fishery conservation and management. 

(2) The state has entered into a written agreement between the Assistant Administrator and the head of the state's agency that 
manages marine and/or anadromous fisheries. The agreement shall contain a finding by the Assistant Administrator that the state 
has confidentiality protection authority comparable to the Magnuson-Stevens Act and that the state will exercise this authority to limit 
subsequent access and use of the data to fishery management and monitoring purposes. 

(d) Councils. Upon written request by the Council Executive Director, access to confidential data will be granted to: 

(1) Council employees who are responsible for FMP development and monitoring. 

(2) A Council for use by the Council for conservation and management purposes, with the approval of the Assistant Administrator. In 
addition to the information described in paragraph (a) of this section, the Assistant Administrator will consider the following in 
deciding whether to grant access: 

(i) The possibility that Council members might gain personal or competitive advantage from access to the data. 

(ii) The possibility that the suppliers of the data would be placed at a competitive disadvantage by public disclosure of the data at 
Council meetings or hearings. 

(3) A contractor of the Council for use in such analysis or studies necessary for conservation and management purposes, with 
approval of the Assistant Administrator and execution of an agreement with NMFS as described by NOAA Administrative Order 
(NAO) 216–100. 

(e) Prohibitions. Persons having access to these data are prohibited from unauthorized use or disclosure and are subject to the 
provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1905, 16 U.S.C. 1857, and NOAA/NMFS internal procedures, including NAO 216–100. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

§ 600.420   Control system. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator maintains a control system to protect the identity of submitters of statistics required by an FMP. The 
control system: 

(1) Identifies those persons who have access to the statistics. 

(2) Contains procedures to limit access to confidential data to authorized users. 

(3) Provides for safeguarding the data. 

(b) This system requires that all persons who have authorized access to the data be informed of the confidentiality of the data. 
These persons are required to sign a statement that they: 

(1) Have been informed that the data are confidential. 

(2) Have reviewed and are familiar with the procedures to protect confidential statistics. 

§ 600.425   Release of statistics. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator will not release to the public any statistics required to be submitted under an FMP in a form that 
would identify the submitter, except as required by law. 

(b) All requests from the public for statistics submitted in response to a requirement of an FMP will be processed consistent with the 
NOAA FOIA regulations (15 CFR part 903), NAO 205–14, Department of Commerce Administrative Orders 205–12 and 205–14 and 
15 CFR part 4. 

(c) NOAA does not release or allow access to confidential information in its possession to members of Council advisory groups, 
except as provided by law. 
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requested to report monthly. The 
remainder is surveyed once per year. 
We use the data, a component of the 
index of leading economic indicators, to 
estimate the number of housing units 
started, completed, and sold (single- 
family only). The Census Bureau also 
uses these data to select samples for its 
demographic surveys. In addition, the 
Census Bureau uses the detailed 
geographic data in the development of 
annual population estimates which are 
used by government agencies to allocate 
funding and other resources to local 
areas. Policymakers, planners, 
businessmen/women, and others use the 
detailed geographic data to monitor 
growth and plan for local services, and 
to develop production and marketing 
plans. The BPS is the only source of 
statistics on residential construction for 
states and smaller geographic areas. 

Affected Public: State, local or Tribal 
governments. 

Frequency: Monthly and annually. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
Legal Authority: Title 13, United 

States Code, Section 182. 
OMB Desk Officer: Brian Harris- 

Kojetin, (202) 395–7314. 
Copies of the above information 

collection proposal can be obtained by 
calling or writing Diana Hynek, 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance 
Officer, (202) 482–0266, Department of 
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at 
dhynek@doc.gov). 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to Brian Harris-Kojetin, OMB 
Desk Officer either by fax (202–395– 
7245) or e-mail (bharrisk@omb.eop.gov). 

Dated: January 29, 2010. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2010–2224 Filed 2–2–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–07–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Foreign Fishing 
Vessels Operating in Internal Waters 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 

effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 5, 2010. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 7845, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Mi Ae Kim, (301) 713–9090 
or Mi.Ae.Kim@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

Foreign fishing vessels, granted 
permission by a governor of a State to 
engage in fish processing within the 
internal waters of that State, are 
required to report the tonnage and 
location of fish received from vessels of 
the United States. Fish processing 
includes, in addition to processing, 
other activity relating to fishing such as 
preparation, supply, storage, 
refrigeration, or transportation. This 
reporting is required by the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Weekly reports are 
submitted to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service Regional 
Administrator to allow monitoring of 
fish received by foreign vessels. 

II. Method of Collection 

Reports may be submitted by fax or e- 
mail. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0329. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 6. 
Estimated Time per Response: 30 

minutes per weekly response. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 36. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $216.00 in reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 

practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2010–2202 Filed 2–2–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[Docket No. 0911041393–0040–02] 

NOAA Cooperative Institutes (CIs): (1) 
A CI To Support NOAA Research 
Facilities in the Pacific Northwest, (2) 
A CI for Southwestern U.S. Marine 
Ecosystems, Climate and Ocean 
Studies, and (3) A Southeastern 
Regional CI for Atmospheric and 
Marine Studies 

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; extension of application 
deadlines dates. 

SUMMARY: On November 13, 2009, the 
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Research (OAR) published a notice of 
availability of funds to establish three 
new NOAA cooperative institutes (CIs): 
(1) A CI To Support NOAA Research 
Facilities in the Pacific Northwest, (2) A 
CI for Southwestern U.S. Marine 
Ecosystems, Climate and Ocean Studies, 
and (3) A Southeastern Regional CI for 
Atmospheric and Marine Studies. OAR 
publishes this notice to announce an 
extension to the application solicitation 
period. The date when applications 
must be received at NOAA is being 
extended from February 10, 2010 until 
February 12, 2010. 
DATES: Proposals must be received no 
later than February 12, 2010, 5 p.m., 
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