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IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation
Bluefin Tuna Landing Cards  |NA, NA Maryland Bluefin Tuna
for MD and NC Landing Card, North Carolina
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0328
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b. [ |1] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title

Atlantic Highly Migratory SpecieRecreationalLandingsReports

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords "Fishery"and"Fisheries"

10. Abstract

Thisinformationcollectionconsistsof a mandatorycatchreportingprogramin therecreationafisheryfor Atlantic bluefintuna,Atlantic

swordfish,Atlantic blue marlin, Atlantic white marlin, andAtlantic sailfishanda newrequiremenfor sharkreportingin Maryland..

Anglersharvestinghesespeciesnustreportthroughatoll-free telephonesystemor aninternetsite, or throughlandingcardprograms

administeredy somestates.Catchmonitoringandcollectionof catchandeffort statistican thesefisheriesarerequiredunderthe
Atlantic TunasConventionAct andthe Magnuson-SteverisisheryConservatiorandManagemen#ct (MSA). Theinformation

collectedthroughthis programis essentiafor the United StateqU.S.)to meetits reportingobligationsto the InternationalCommission
for the Conservatiorof Atlantic Tunas(ICCAT) andto assurghe harvesiof thesespeciesemainswithin ICCAT requiredquotasand

landingslimits.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. _P_individuals or households d. Farms
b. _X_Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions  f. _X_State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 10,435
b. Total annual responses 10,457

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 56 %

c. Total annual hours requested 1,384
d. Current OMB inventory 1,471
e. Difference -87
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 13

2. Adjustment -100

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

o|o| o o|o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change
2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. X Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f._X Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1. 1] On occasion 2. [ 1] Weekly 3. [l ] Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[1] Yes [ 1No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Katie S. Davis
(727)824-5399

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95


Sarah.Brabson
Cross-Out


19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
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Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES RECREATIONAL LANDINGS
REPORTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0328

A. JUSTIFICATION

This request is for revision and extension of the information collection.

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The United States (U.S.) Secretary of Commerce is authorized to regulate fisheries for Atlantic
highly migratory species (HMS) under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA,; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et. seq.) and the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act of
1975 (ATCA; 16 U.S.C. 971 et. seq.), as amended.

ATCA and the HMS regulations at 50 CFR part 635, the Secretary of Commerce is required to
promulgate regulations as may be necessary and appropriate to implement recommendations
adopted by the International Commission on the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).
ICCAT requires the United States to collect biological statistics for research purposes.
Moreover, ICCAT establishes annual quotas which limit the overall U.S. bluefin tuna landings to
948 metric tons and U.S. recreational marlin landings to 250 fish (white and blue marlin
combined). Under the authority of the MSA, the 2006 Consolidated Atlantic HMS Fishery
Management Plan (Consolidated HMS FMP) was developed and implemented to manage HMS
fisheries and establishes the framework for allocation of the U.S. annual bluefin tuna quota.

Timely access to recreational bluefin tuna and marlin landings is vital to effectively monitor and
manage the U.S. quotas. This collection provides such access so that managers can implement
appropriate measures to limit the harvest as necessary. Fishing seasons are closed when the
annual harvest limit is reached. The marlin fishery is strictly recreational, and must be closely
monitored to maintain the annual landings limits.

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) must also report the total landings of bluefin
tuna, swordfish, and billfishes annually to ICCAT. An accurate estimate of landings is an
important component in ensuring consistency with these international obligations. In addition,
this collection provides biological information for the West Atlantic sailfish; a species for which
data is otherwise scarcely found.

ATCA specifically provides the Secretary of Commerce with the authority to “require any
commercial or recreational fisherman to obtain a permit from the Secretary and report the
quantity of catch of a regulated species” [16 U.S.C. 971(d)(c)(3)(1)]. Finally, in support of the
Executive Order (E.0.)12962 requirement to assess the implementation and evaluate
achievements of the Recreational Fishery Resources Conservation Plan, recommendation
number one of the NMFS Marine Recreational Fishery Policy focuses on developing a
“comprehensive data acquisition and analysis system (participation, catch, effort and socio-
economic data) on a regular, continuing basis.”


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://128.253.22.246/uscode/uscode16/usc_sup_01_16_10_16A.html
http://128.253.22.246/uscode/uscode16/usc_sup_01_16_10_16A.html

NMFES proposes to extend the previously-approved collection of landings data for Atlantic
bluefin tuna, Atlantic swordfish, and Atlantic billfish (blue and white marlins, roundscale
spearfish, and sailfish) from recreational fishermen. Under the current information collection,
anglers have the option of using a phone-in system or internet website to report their recreational
landings of Atlantic bluefin tuna, swordfish, white marlin, blue marlin, or sailfish. Additionally,
if an angler reports landing a bluefin tuna greater than or equal to 73" in length, NMFS staff calls
to verify reported information. The website and phone-in systems are currently in place for
states along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico and the U.S. territories in the Caribbean; however,
when a fish is landed in either Maryland or North Carolina, state reporting stations are available
to submit a state landings report (catch card) and obtain a fish tag. The state reports these
landings to NMFS on a weekly (NC; year-round) or bi-weekly (MD; during the bluefin tuna
season, June-October) basis, and submits a final, complete annual summary report of landings at
the end of the year.

The State of Maryland proposes to revise the Maryland catch cards with the addition of sharks.
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is in the process of including this revision in
state regulations. The resulting catch data will be provided to NMFS through the current
collection so that NMFS may assess the potential to expand federal data collection for shark
species. There are currently no mandatory federal data sources for recreational shark landings
outside of some HMS tournaments that are selected for on-site biological data sampling.

Also, the Puerto Rico Billfish pilot was completed, and because the decision to implement has
not yet been made, this information collection has been removed.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The information collected will be used by NMFS to monitor and appropriately manage
recreational landings of swordfish, bluefin tuna, and billfishes in order to comply with ICCAT
harvest limits and annual reporting requirements. In addition, this information, along with the
shark landings data obtained through the Maryland catch card expansion, will be used to quantify
the impacts of recreational fishing on these HMS stocks. Other states and agencies, including
fishery management councils and interstate fishery management commissions, may use the data
to coordinate planning with other fishery management programs. Finally, the information is
valuable for determining the geographic distribution of the recreational landings of these species,
which is used in NMFS domestic fishery management policy development.

This information collection applies to all recreational fishermen that land bluefin tuna, billfishes,
or swordfish along the U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean; and that land sharks in the
State of Maryland. NMFS requires a report for each individual landing of bluefin tuna,
billfishes, and swordfish.

For landings of swordfish, billfishes, and bluefin tuna in the states of Maryland or North
Carolina, the angler must proceed to a state reporting station, fill out a catch card, receive a tag,
and affix it to the landed fish. The state of Maryland also requires landings of sharks to be



reported on a landing card; this collection is voluntary under Federal regulations. The landing
card requests the information identified below. The states then summarize this information and
report it to NMFS on a weekly (NC) or bi-weekly (MD, June-October) basis. A complete
summary report is presented annually to NMFS by the states.

The following information is collected on the Maryland and North Carolina catch cards:

Date is necessary for verification of landings information and for use in scientific studies of
stock movements and domestic policy development. Species is necessary to categorize and
account for the landing appropriately. Vessel name, registration # (state ID), permit holder’s
name, and Atlantic HMS Permit number are necessary to verify that the angler has valid permits
(state fishing license and HMS vessel permit), and to identify any fraudulent reporting. The
permit holder’s name, phone number, vessel name, and vessel identification number are
collected with purchase and renewal of HMS vessel permits (OMB 0648-0327), and can be
compared to the information entered on the catch card. Type of trip (private, charter, or
headboat) is necessary to characterize the fishery for the development and analysis of regulatory
actions. Was this fish caught during a tournament? and Tournament name are necessary to
identify fish that would/should have already been reported through the tournament reporting
collection (OMB 0648-0323). Fish size (length and/or weight) and, for sharks, Gender, is
necessary for use in scientific studies of stock life history (e.g., reproductive potential).

Recreational fishermen that land bluefin tuna, swordfish, or billfish in a state other than
Maryland or North Carolina, including the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, may report their
catch via phone or internet. To report bluefin tuna landings, anglers may call (toll-free) 1-888-
872-8862, and will be led through an interactive voice reporting (IVR) system. Anglers answer
automated questions by keying in responses. If a bluefin tuna greater than or equal to 73" is
landed and reported via phone or Internet, a follow-up call will be made by NMFS staff to the
respondent to verify the submitted data. Swordfish and billfish may also be reported by calling
(toll-free) 1-800-894-5528. When reporting swordfish and billfish on this system, anglers will
be prompted to leave a voicemail detailing permit, landings, and contact information and will
receive a follow-up call from NMFS staff to verify the report and give a report confirmation
number.

Anglers reporting bluefin tuna, swordfish, or billfish online do so at www.hmspermits.gov by
clicking “landings reports.” After entering a permit number, the angler enters the landings
information, submits the report, and is provided with a report confirmation number.

In addition to the same information collected by the Maryland and North Carolina catch cards
that is itemized above, the following information is also collected for bluefin tuna, swordfish,
and billfish through the phone and online reporting systems. Responses to each of these items
are utilized to provide recreational trip and fishery-specific information for social, economic, and
biological analyses, thereby enhancing NMFS’ ability to gauge the impacts of regulations: trip
departure date and time; port and state of departure; trip end date and time; port and state of
landing; fishing technique (deep drop, drift, troll, kite, or other); bait type (live, dead, lure,
combination, or other); hook type (“J” hook or circle hook); approximate time hooked;
approximate fight time; and number of releases for each species.



The information collected is disseminated to the public or used to support publicly disseminated
information. See responses to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement on confidentiality and to
Question 16 for more information on data dissemination and use. NMFS will retain control over
personal information such as the angler’s name and address and safeguard it from improper
access, modification, and destruction, consistent with legal requirements and NOAA policy for
confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

This information collection is highly automated. Anglers landing bluefin tuna, swordfish, or
billfish in states other than Maryland or North Carolina, including the U.S. Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico, have the choice of using either reporting online, through an interactive voice
response (IVR) telephone system (bluefin tuna only), or a standard telephone voice recording
system (swordfish and billfish only). North Carolina and Maryland catch cards are submitted in
hard copy, but the data are transferred to an electronic database by the state. The summary
reports are electronically transmitted from the states to NMFS. Further, the IVR data are already
digitized when accessed by NMFS for summary or analysis.

The landings report website (www.hmspermits.gov) is also used by NMFS to disseminate
important regulatory information to fishermen, such as in-season fishery actions (e.qg., fishery
closures, etc.).

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

This collection is careful to minimize duplication or overlap with any other information
collection. NMFS is the Federal agency responsible for marine recreational fisheries data
collection, and the management of highly migratory species. See Question 1 above for a detailed
description on how NMFS coordinates with the Maryland and North Carolina catch card
programs. Further, as described in Question 2 of this Supporting Statement, reports ask if the fish
were caught in a fishing tournament and, if so, what tournament. These questions are included to
allow NMFS to identify fish that may have already been reported by a tournament operator
through HMS tournament reporting (OMB 0648-0323).

NMFS exercises a high degree of internal coordination between this collection and two other
long-term information collections from recreational fishermen: the Marine Recreational
Information Program (MRIP; OMB 0648-0052) and the Large Pelagics Survey (LPS; OMB
0648-0380). MRIP is a general (dockside and phone) survey of anglers fishing for all species,
including HMS (tuna, billfish, swordfish, and sharks). MRIP sample sizes are typically too small
to provide the catch estimate precision needed to manage many HMS. HMS anglers are
specifically targeted by the LPS. The LPS produces more precise estimates of HMS catch than
the general MRIP survey, but not precise enough to replace the exact counts of the targeted HMS


http://www.hmspermits.gov/

species, nor could it do so within 24 hours of landing. The HMS recreational reporting program
overlaps with these surveys only minimally on the small percent of surveyed trips that resulted in
bluefin tuna, billfish, or swordfish being landed. To the extent that overlap occurs (i.e., a person
reporting via catch card or directly to NMFS is also selected for a dockside or telephone
interview), the information is useful to assess compliance with the mandatory reporting
requirement. Bluefin tuna survey data and HMS recreational landings data are used for different
purposes by fishery managers and stock assessment scientists. For billfish landings, several data
sources are combined (MRIP, LPS, catch cards, tournament reports, and recreational (non-catch
card) landings reports) but protocols are in place to identify double counting across programs.
Therefore, data collected from other recreational programs are mostly used in a complementary
manner along with HMS catch card and recreational reporting data.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

The collection will not have a significant impact on small entities. Small entities in the HMS
fisheries include the Charter/Headboat permit holders, of which there were 4,129 in 2012. This
is about 15% of the total HMS permits that require individual reports of recreational landings
(the other 85% are individual angling permits; of which there were 23,061 issued in 2012).
Minimizing reporting burden on the public was one of the primary reasons for use of automation
in this program. Regulations require that a report is made within 24 hours of landing (unloading
at the dock). All reporting options (voice recording, IVR, and internet) are available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Since the phone numbers are toll-free, there is no cost associated with
it. Similarly, no costs are associated with reporting on the internet. Reporting requires a
minimal investment of time, is cost-free for the public, and can be performed at any public phone
or internet access site. The Maryland and North Carolina catch card programs have reporting
stations conveniently located in areas where these species are landed.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

If this information collection were not conducted, or were conducted less frequently, the United
States could over-harvest the affected and be subject to ICCAT penalties, including reduction of
the nation’s allocated catch quota, the potential imposition of trade restrictions, and other
sanctions.

The stock assessments for these species, which provide the basis for domestic and international
management decisions, would be less accurate without this information, since approximately 50
percent of the western Atlantic bluefin tuna quota and 30 percent of North Atlantic swordfish
quota is allocated to the United States. Without close monitoring of these fisheries, the
conservation and management objectives of Magnuson-Stevens Act and ATCA with respect to
the rebuilding programs for these species could be jeopardized. Furthermore, it would be
difficult for the United States to formulate domestic policy consistent with the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, which must be based on the best available scientific and socio-economic data. The
information gathered in this collection is essential for NMFS in its preparation of documents
such as Regulatory Impact Reviews and Environmental Impact Statements, as required under the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, National Environmental Protection Act, and other applicable laws



during the formulation of domestic policy. Please also see the Question 7 of this Supporting
Statement.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

OMB guidelines state that respondents should not be required to report information more often
than quarterly. States report weekly (NC) or bi-weekly (MD) rather than quarterly. This
frequency is a necessary component of a responsive management program. Each individual
landing must be reported, and if landings reports are not immediately accounted for, enforcement
of this requirement would be difficult. Moreover, catch reports are needed on a per-trip basis to
reduce the potential for recall bias and to prevent a build-up of back-logged reports. Frequent
reports of state data are required in order to implement a responsive management program.
Without frequent landings reports, NMFS would not be able to monitor seasonal harvest in a
timely manner, and might be required to close seasons early to avoid excess harvest, which could
unnecessarily penalize U.S. fishermen.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on August 21, 2012 (77 FR 50470) solicited public
comment; no comments were received.

The Highly Migratory Species Advisory Panel (AP) meets twice a year and consists of
recreational and commercial fisheries representatives, environmental organizations, academic
experts, and state government representatives. Comments have been received from recreational
fishing representatives in the 2012 AP meetings regarding recreational landings reports,
including interest in developing a smart phone application for the electronic reporting system.
Comments were regularly received requesting the availability of electronic reporting prior to its
development. Recently, comments have been made in support of adding yellowfin tuna to the
reporting requirements. The AP has requested that we are careful to not create duplication in
reporting (see Part A, Question 4 of this supporting statement for an explanation of how potential
duplication is identified and eliminated). Support for accurate landings data has been expressed
by the recreational fishery representatives, including timeliness of reporting (within 24 hours of
landing), especially from the charter/headboat fishery. No comments specific to burden have
been received.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qgifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents.



10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

There is a Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) statement, addressing confidentiality, printed on
public notification materials, including the tournament registration and reporting forms. Itis
NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting
requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form,
such that individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100). Information such as the
number of registered tournaments, the species that they targeted, and the states in which they
occurred is provided in the annual Stock Assessment and Fishery Evaluation (SAFE) Report, in
Fishery Management Plan (FMP) regulatory amendments, and in supporting documents made
available to the public upon request. A statement is included on the tournament registration
form, informing operators that tournament information (tournament name, date(s), city, state, &
target species) will be posted online at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/Tournaments as a
service to publicize tournaments and to inform potential tournament anglers of upcoming events
that are in compliance with HMS regulations. All other information submitted under this
reporting requirement remains confidential, or is released only in aggregate or summary form
such that individual identifiers (e.g., tournament operator’s name, phone number, postal address,
and e-mail address) are not disclosed.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

This collection does not include questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Reporting of most recreationally landed bluefin tuna, swordfish, and billfish is expected to take
approximately 5 minutes per landing, whether completed via phone or internet. In the states of
Maryland or North Carolina, filling out a landing card and affixing a tag to each fish landed is
expected to take approximately 10 minutes. Call-back verification for bluefin tuna greater than
or equal to 73" is also expected to take approximately 5 minutes per landing. The number of
respondents is calculated separately for bluefin tuna and billfish/swordfish. Numbers of
respondents for all species landings in Maryland and North Carolina are calculated separately
from all other states.

Bluefin Tuna

Recreational landings of bluefin tuna for the states of Maryland and North Carolina are given in
Table 1. Each landing represents a single response as recorded via each state’s tag and report
program. The year with the greatest number of landings (responses) in total for these states was
2001. In order to ensure that our estimate is slightly higher than the greatest number of possible
responses, 10 percent is added to the year with the greatest landings, giving an adjusted total of
5,034 potential responses (4,576 x 1.10 = 5,034). This safety margin should account for any
additional changes in future years.

(5,034 responses x 10 minutes/response) + 60 minutes/hour = 839 hours.


http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/Tournaments

Table 1. Annual recreational landings of bluefin tuna in Maryland and North Carolina catch card program
(1999 - 2011)

MD Landings NC Landings
YEAR | (Number of Fish)  (Number of Fish) ToOTAL
1999 1,254 595 1,849
2000 1,247 274 1,521
2001 4,240 336 4,576
2002 2,329 176 2,505
2003 2,246 0 2,246
2004 3,549 50 3,599
2005 2,308 30 2,338
2006 1,163 31 1,194
2007 1,629 175 1,804
2008 1,271 133 1,404
2009 572 135 707
2010 423 573 996
2011 430 324 754

The total number of bluefin tuna that could be landed based on the U.S. ICCAT quota is
estimated to be 8,479 fish. This estimate is based upon weights of fish within the various bluefin
tuna size classes using previous years’ landings data. Subtracting the adjusted total potential
responses (5,034) from the U.S. ICCAT quota, the total number of bluefin tuna landings in other
states is estimated to be 3,445 fish.

Total Quota— MD + NC landings w/10% adjustment = Landings for all other states
8,479 — (1.10 x 4,576) = 3,445

Applying the 10 percent adjustment, the total number of bluefin tuna expected to be landed in all
other states is equal to 3,790 landings (3,445 x 1.10 = 3,790). The number of respondents is
estimated to equal the number of fish landed.

(3,790 respondents x 5 minutes/response) + 60 minutes/hour = 316 hours
During the last three years, approximately 20 respondents have been called annually to verify
information for bluefin tuna landed that exceed 73" in length. Adding 10 percent as indicated
above comes to 22 respondents. Verification takes approximately five minutes per response.

(22 respondents x 5 minutes/response) + 60 minutes/hour = 2 hours



Swordfish and Billfish

Pursuant to ICCAT recommendation, the United States may recreationally harvest up to 250 blue
and white marlin (combined) on an annual basis. In the past few years, the actual number of
these fish landed has been significantly less than the 250 limit; however, to allow for the full 250
marlin landing limit to be reported through this collection, NMFS is calculating burden based on
a maximum of 250 marlin landings. Based on the recent fishing years that presented the greatest
number of landings, NMFS anticipates up to 916 swordfish and sailfish landings [716 swordfish
(2007) + 200 sailfish (2010) = 916]. In order to ensure that our estimate is slightly higher to
allow for a greater number of landings, 10 percent is added, giving an adjusted total of 1,008
potential responses (916 x 1.10 = 1,008). Therefore, NMFS estimates that a maximum of 1,258
respondents [(250 blue marlin + white marlin) + (1,008 swordfish + sailfish) = 1,258] could be
required to report non-tournament recreational landings of swordfish and billfish. The greatest
number of swordfish and billfish landings reported through Maryland and North Carolina’s catch
card programs came in 2010, with a total of 74 landings. Adding 10% to this number equals
about 81 potential reports of swordfish and billfish from these states’ catch card programs. 81
reports are subtracted from the total number of reports below to perform the separate burden
hour estimate for the reports through the state catch cards:

(1,258 - 81 respondents (all states — MD & NC) x 5 minutes/response) + 60 minutes/hour = 98
hrs
(81 respondents (MD & NC catch cards) x 10 minutes/response) + 60 minutes/hour = 14 hrs

98 hours (all states, excluding MD & NC) + 14 hours (MD & NC catch cards) = 112 hrs
Sharks

Because this is the first information collection of its kind for NMFS-managed Atlantic sharks
(e.g., NMFS does not currently require shark landings reports from recreational fishermen), and
the success of the program cannot yet be gauged to assess the compliance rate, the exact number
of respondents for the Maryland shark catch cards is unknown. We can, however, project the
number of respondents based on results from past surveys of fishermen in the area, which
reported catch of blue, common thresher, dusky, porbeagle, sandbar, and shortfin mako sharks.
Information from the large pelagic survey indicate that over the past five years, on average,
approximately 206 shortfin mako sharks, 13 blue sharks, 0 dusky, 0 porbeagle, 0 sandbar, and 24
common thresher sharks are landed annually in Maryland. Adding these numbers, and adding
10% to account for unforeseen increases in numbers, gives a total of 267 respondents.

1.10 x (206 shortfin mako sharks + 13 blue sharks + 24 common thresher sharks) = 267 sharks

The Maryland catch cards for sharks (not yet developed) will take the same amount of time to fill
out as they do for billfish and bluefin tuna (less than 10 minutes).

(267 respondents x 10 minutes/response) + 60 minutes/hour = 45 hrs



State Reports
In addition to the reporting burden on the part of anglers, it is expected that 62 weekly (NC) or

bi-weekly (MD) reports (1 hour each) and two annual reports (4 hours each) will be submitted by
Maryland and NC fishery management agencies each for a total of 64 responses and 70 hours.

Total Calculations

Responses: 5,034 (bluefin tuna from MD/NC) + 3,790 (bluefin tuna from other states) + 22
(bluefin tuna verification calls) + 1,258 (swordfish and billfish landings) + 64 (state reports to
NMFES) + 267 (MD shark catch cards) = 10,435 respondents.

Burden Hours: 839 (bluefin tuna from MD/NC) + 316 (bluefin tuna from other states) + 2
(bluefin tuna verification calls) + 112 (swordfish and billfish landings) + 70 (state reports to
NMEFS) + 45 (MD shark catch cards) = 1,384 burden hours.

NMFS encourages other states to consider implementing landings card programs in order to
improve the compliance with self-reported landings programs. Based on a comparison of MD
catch cards, telephone reports, and dockside intercept sampling, compliance with the catch card
program appears to be quite high. The high compliance with the landings card program may be
due to a number of factors including better awareness of the program, increased visibility of state
personnel at docks, a greater sense of participation or buy-in from fishermen, a combination of
all of these, or some other unknown factor(s). NMFS implemented a catch card pilot study in
Puerto Rico in 2010; the results of which have not yet been published. Once the final report is
published and reviewed, a determination will be made on whether or not to implement based on
its recommendations. NMFS will continue to work cooperatively with individual states to select
the program that best suits the needs of state and Federal fishery managers on a case by case
basis. NMFS will submit a nonsubstantive change request to OMB to correct burden estimates,
if and when such changes take place for each state. If other states opt to use landings card
programs, their landings report burden would double (10 minutes per response for catch cards
versus 5 minutes per landing for telephone or internet reports), and there would be an increase of
34 hours per state due to the drafting of weekly and annual reports.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

There are no costs in supplies or materials other than the time burden. Costs to states to
distribute weekly and annual summary reports are covered in the grants to the states as indicated
in Question 14.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The cost of the recreational reporting automated program to the Federal government is
approximately $8,681 annually.
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The North Carolina catch card program is carried out by the NC Division of Marine Fisheries in
cooperation with NMFS at a cost to the Federal government of $33,000 per year. The Federal
share of the Maryland program is funded at a level of $35,000 per year. It should be noted,
however, that ancillary data may be collected by dockside staff in conjunction with catch cards
(e.g. biological sample materials or dockside intercepts approved under 0648-0380); thus, these
costs are not entirely attributable to the landings reports. Similar costs are anticipated for future
cooperative catch card programs and the Federal share will depend on the amount and type of
services contributed by the states.

The average hourly wage for Federal employees that verify landings is $25/hour:
2 hours (bluefin tuna verification) + 50 hours (half of the burden hours for swordfish and billfish
landings; if verification is needed) = 52 hours x 25 dollars/hour = $1,300 in federal wages

$8,681 (automated system administration) + $68,000 (federal funding for state programs) +
$1,300 (federal employee wages) = $77,981 total cost to Federal government.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Program changes:

An increase in number of respondents (267) and hours (45) is due to the expansion of the
Maryland catch card program to include sharks.

The Puerto Rico Billfish Landing Card Pilot has been completed and the decision has not yet
been made to implement it permanently or not. This removes 190 responses and 32 hours.

Adjustment:

A decrease in number of respondents has occurred in recent years for the approved information
collection (1,310 fewer responses and 100 fewer hours).

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Collected information is published in stock assessments, environmental impact statements,
environmental assessments, reports to ICCAT, the annual HMS Stock Assessment and Fisheries
Evaluation (SAFE) Report, and regulatory impact reviews. The data is presented in aggregate
form, which cannot lead to the identification of individuals.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

For the IVR and Billfish/Swordfish scripts, the operator reads the OMB Control No., expiration
date and PRA statement on request. This is to avoid incurring costs of script changes when the
expiration date changes.
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18. Explain each exception to the certification.

Not Applicable.
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES RECREATIONAL LANDINGS
REPORTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0328

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

1. Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved.

The number of vessel owners permitted in the HMS Angling and the HMS Charter/Headboat
Category is presented in Table 2. Only anglers fishing on vessels permitted in these categories
are allowed to fish for swordfish, billfish, or bluefin tuna outside of registered HMS
tournaments. NMFS does not know the actual respondent universe number, only the number of
swordfish, billfish, and bluefin tuna landed. The number of permit holders represents only the
maximum number of respondents, but this is not the same as a universe for sampling purposes.
There is no sampling or any other method used to select respondents in this data collection. The
swordfish, billfish, and bluefin tuna landings reports are mandatory; therefore this collection is a
census of landings. NMFS does not know what the response rates are, nor can NMFS predict
them, because NMFS is not conducting a statistical survey from a known universe of
respondents.

Table 2. Number of HMS permits by year and category, 2003 — 2011.

Year | Angling Charter/Headboat
2003 18,804 4,167
2004 20,245 3,881
2005 24,127 3,963
2006 25,238 4,173
2007 24,220 3,899
2008 26,933 4,297
2009 25,506 4,150
2010 24,479 4,174
2011 23,138 4,194

Based on the amount of quota available for bluefin tuna and the past landings reports of
swordfish and billfish, it is estimated that up to 10,349 individual reports could be expected each
year (Table 3).



Table 3. Estimated number of annual responses (angler reports)

Estimated number

Species States of responses*
Bluefin Tuna MD & NC 5,034

Other states 3,790
Billfish and Swordfish All 1,258
Shark Catch Cards MD 267
Total 10,349

* Does not include verifications or weekly and annual summary reports for MD and NC.

2. Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data
collection cycles to reduce burden.

As stated above, all permitted anglers or vessel owners landing a bluefin tuna, swordfish, or
billfish are required to report such landing within 24 hours. Reports may be made via phone,
internet, or landings cards, depending on the state of landing. Landings reports are mandatory
and no statistical methodology or sample selection is involved. Degree of accuracy needed is not
relevant since this is a mandatory reporting program which strives for 100 percent compliance.
No specialized sampling procedures and no use of periodic data collection is involved since this
collection is 100 percent mandatory.

3. Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse.
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be
provided if they will not yield "'reliable’ data that can be generalized to the universe
studied.

Response rates and nonresponse are terms that apply to statistical surveys based on sampling.
This is not a statistical survey because the entire population is being surveyed and no
generalization based on a sample of the population will be made; therefore, this question does
not apply. However, to further encourage a high response rate (compliance rate), NMFS
conducts an outreach program (compliance guides, mailings, list serve network, etc.) to inform
permit holders of the reporting requirements, and to indicate the importance of reliable
information for stock assessment purposes and social/economic analysis of potential
management measures. NMFS also raises the aforementioned reporting requirements during all
appropriate public hearings, discussions with leaders of the recreational community, and other
meetings with the recreational angling community to encourage improved reporting.



http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/Compliance_Guide/index.htm

4. Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB
must give prior approval.

No tests of procedures or methods will be undertaken, although as mentioned in Section A
Question 4, the MRIP and LPS programs survey a similar group of respondents. These surveys
and their resulting reports include feasibility analyses for potential modifications to the current
information collection. One such study was conducted under this PRA clearance in Puerto Rico
(Puerto Rico Catch Card Pilot Program) to assess the feasibility of introducing a catch card
program similar to those in Maryland and North Carolina. The final report for this study is
currently in review.

5. Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.

Maryland and North Carolina Catch Cards: Ronald Salz
LPS Administrator, State Liaison, and Data
Collection
Office of Science and Technology
1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 713-2328 x 214

Swordfish/Billfish Landings Reports: Greg Fairclough
Landings Reports Data Collection and Website
Development
HMS Management Division
236 13" Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 551-5741

Bluefin Tuna Landings Reports: Brad McHale
Landings Reports Data Collection, Website
Development, and IVR Program
HMS Management Division
One Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930
(978) 281-9139



CODE OF MARYLAND REGULATIONS

08.02.05.23

.23 Bluefin Tuna.
A. A person may not catch, possess, or land bluefin tuna when the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration determines that the quota has been attained and closes the fishery in
accordance with 50 CFR 635.
B. A person may not catch, possess, or land bluefin tuna in violation of the:

(1) Catch limit established in 50 CFR 635; and

(2) Size specifications established in 50 CFR 635.

C. Before removing the bluefin tuna caught for recreational purposes from a boat or removing a
boat from the water, a person shall:

(1) Immediately report to a reporting station designated by the Department; and

(2) Obtain and affix a tail tag, provided by the reporting station, between the fifth dorsal
finlet and the keel.

D. A person shall land bluefin tuna whole.

08.02.05.26

.26 Billfish.

A. In this regulation, "billfish" means the following species:
(1) Atlantic Blue Marlin (Makaira nigricans);
(2) Atlantic White Marlin (Tetrapturus albidus); and
(3) Atlantic Sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus).

B. A person may not catch, possess, or land billfish when the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration closes the fishery in accordance with 50 CFR 635.

C. A person may not catch, possess, or land billfish in violation of the:

(1) Catch limit established in 50 CFR 635; and



(2) Size specifications established in 50 CFR 635.

D. Before removing a landed billfish caught for recreational purposes from a boat or removing a
boat containing a billfish from the water, a person shall:

(1) Immediately report to a reporting station designated by the Department;
(2) Complete a catch information form provided by the reporting station; and
(3) Affix a tail tag, provided by the reporting station, to the billfish.

E. A person that lands a billfish may eviscerate the billfish but it shall otherwise be maintained
whole with its head, fins, and bill intact through offloading.

08.02.05.27

.27 Swordfish.

A. In this regulation, "swordfish" means the Atlantic Swordfish (Xiphias gladius).

B. A person may not catch, possess, or land swordfish when the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration closes the fishery in accordance with 50 CFR 635.

C. A person may not catch, possess, or land swordfish in violation of the:
(1) Catch limit established in 50 CFR 635; and
(2) Size specifications established in 50 CFR 635.

D. Before removing a landed swordfish caught for recreational purposes from a boat or removing
a boat containing a swordfish from the water, a person shall:

(1) Immediately report to a reporting station designated by the Department;
(2) Complete a catch information form provided by the reporting station; and
(3) Affix a tail tag, provided by the reporting station, to the swordfish.
E. A person that owns or operates a fishing vessel that possesses a swordfish in the Atlantic

Ocean or lands a swordfish shall maintain the swordfish in round or dressed form as defined in
50 CFR 635 through off-loading.



Message 2000: REPORTING CATCH for swordfish and billfish;
1-800-894-5528

Hello, you have reached the Atlantic Highly Migratory Species catch reporting line.

NOAA Fisheries maintains an internet-based reporting system for recreational non-tournament landings
of North Atlantic swordfish and billfish at http://www.hmspermits.gov. All recreational non-tournament
landings of swordfish and billfish, including those landed on a charter or headboat, must be reported.
Recreational non-tournament landings must be reported by the permitted owner of the vessel landing the
fish, or their designee. A landed fish is a fish that is kept and has been brought to shore. All billfish and
swordfish landed during a tournament must be reported by the tournament operator directly to the
NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Science Center on forms available from the Center.

Vessels landing billfish and swordfish in North Carolina and Maryland must report their landings
through the landing cards provided by those states, and do not have to report landings through this
system. All other states, including Puerto Rico and the U.S.Virgin Islands, must report using the
internet reporting site or this call-in system within 24 hours of landing.

To report a swordfish or billfish landed in the non-tournament recreational fishery via the internet,
please go to http://www.hmspermits.gov, select landings reports, and fill in the required landings
information as prompted. NOAA Fisheries maintains and monitors the current toll-free reporting line as
a backstop to the internet reporting site and also to assist those vessel owners who do not have access to
the internet.

It is extremely important to provide a contact name and number so that NOAA Fisheries can conduct a
follow-up call to validate reports and provide you with a confirmation number. Please note a landings
report is not considered complete unless you have received a confirmation number from NOAA
Fisheries for each individual fish landed. If you have additional questions about reporting your billfish
catch, please call (727) 824-5399.

This program complies with the Paperwork Reduction Act and is authorized by the Office of
Management and Budget. The OMB control number and expiration date for this data collection may be
obtained by calling the HMS Management Division at (301) 427-8503.



Convergys Application Specifications

Sample Phrase List: Aquilent - NOAA

MSG#

User Error-Standard Messages

300]

That was not a valid entry.

301]

We did not receive a response.

302]

This will be your last opportunity to enter this information.

303]

We are not able to complete your call at this time. Please try again later.

Custom Phrases

501.

Welcome to the National Marine Fisheries Service Permit and Landings Reporting system. We can also be
found on the web at, www.hmspermits.gov. Currently this automated service allows for the renewal of three
types of permits: Atlantic tunas Permits, Highly Migratory Species Charter/Headboat permits, and the new
Recreational Highly Migratory Species Angling permits. The system also allows for the reporting of
recreationally-landed bluefin tuna. You may also listen to updates to the Atlantic tunas regulations and, if you
are a tournament organizer, get registration information.

502.

Please listen carefully to the following menu options, which includes an option to speak with a customer service
representative.

For permitting, press 1.

To report landings, press 2.

For tournament registration, press 3.

For general information, press 4.

To exit the system, press 9.

To speak to a Customer Service Representative and to obtain a Statement on the Paperwork Reduction Act,
press 0. Customer Service is available to assist you Monday through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm Eastern time.

If you are calling from a rotary telephone please hold and you will be connected to a Customer Service
Representative.

To repeat this menu, press the star key.

503.

To renew an existing permit, press 1.

Permits are not transferable between vessels.

If you are trying to obtain a permit for a new vessel, press 0 to speak to a customer service representative.
To check the status of your permit, press 2.

To update a permit or report a change of vessel ownership, press 3.

To receive an initial or renewal application package by mail, press 4.

To receive a copy of your permit, press 5.

To return to the main menu, press 6.

504.

To renew an Atlantic tunas permit, an Atlantic HMS Angling permit, or an Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permit,
press 1.
To renew any other fishing permit, press 2.

505.

Sorry, currently this system only allows for the renewal of only Atlantic tuna permits, Atlantic HMS Angling
permits, and Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permits. In the next few years, NMFS plans to make other permits
renewable through this system.

506.

To return to the main menu, press 1.
To exit the system, press 9.

507.

To renew your Atlantic tunas permit, your Atlantic HMS Angling permit, or your Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat
permit for the 2012 fishing year, you will need your 8-digit permit number and a credit card. The fee for
renewing your 2012 permit is $20.00. Both Atlantic tunas and Atlantic HMS permits will be valid from the date of




issuance through December 31, 2012. Once you have obtained your permit check it immediately to ensure it's
accuracy. You will have 10-calendar days from the date of issuance to correct any potential errors in the permit
category.

508. Please enter your 8-digit permit number, located on your Atlantic tunas permit, Atlantic HMS Angling permit, or
your Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permit, and included in the renewal instructions mailed to you in November
2011

5009. You entered permit number.

510. If this is correct, press 1.

If this is not correct, press 2.

511. The permit number you entered cannot be processed at this time.

512. Your permit category was...

513. To renew the permit in the same category, press 1.

To renew the permit in a different category, press 2.

To renew any other fishing permit, press 3.

To return to the main menu, press 4.

To exit the system, press 9.

To speak to a Customer Service Representative, press zero.

514, Your gear type is.

515. To renew your permit with your current gear type, press 1.
To renew your permit with a different gear type, press 2.

516. To receive your permit by fax, press 1.

To receive your permit by regular mail, press 2.
To receive your permit by priority mail at an additional charge of < >.

517. Press 3.

518. Please enter your credit card number.

519. You entered credit card number.

521. You entered an invalid credit card number.

522. Please enter your 4-digit credit card expiration date. For example, for July 2006 you would enter zero, seven,
zero, Six

523. You entered expiration date.

525. Sorry, but your credit card transaction was not approved.

526. To try another credit card, press 1.

To return to the main menu, press 2.
To exit the system, press 9.
To speak to a Customer Service Representative, press zero.

527. Total charged on credit card is <$$>

528.

529. Please enter your fax number, beginning with the 3-digit area code.

532. You entered an invalid fax number.

534. Your requested information will be faxed to you shortly. If you do not receive the information within two hours,
please call back and speak to a customer service representative.

535. Your requested information will be mailed to you shortly. If you do not receive the information within ten
calendar days, please call back and speak to a customer service representative.

536. To renew another Atlantic tunas permit, Atlantic HMS Angling permit, or an Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat
permit, press 1.

To return to the main menu, press 2.
To exit the system, press 9.

537. To request an Atlantic tunas, Atlantic HMS Angling, or an Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permit application,
press 1.

To renew any another fishing permit, press 2.

538. Sorry, currently this system allows for the renewal of only Atlantic tunas permits, Atlantic HMS Angling permits,
and Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permits. In the next few years, NMFS plans to make other permits
renewable through this system.

540. At the tone, please state your first and last name. Please speak slowly and clearly, and spell any difficult words.

541. Please state your complete mailing address, including city, state, and zip code.

542. For verification purposes, please use your telephone keypad to enter your 5-digit zip code.

545. Please enter your 8-digit permit number, located on your Atlantic tunas permit, your Atlantic HMS Angling




permit, or your Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permit, and included in the renewal instructions mailed to you in

Spring 2006.

546. Permit number.

547. Is not valid.

549. The first five letters of the owner name are.

550. And the status is.

552. Sorry, but you may not change your vessel's permit category at this time. Changes in the permit category must
be made prior to the start of the fishing year or when you renew the permit for that fishing year. However, permit
applicants are allowed to make permit category changes within 10-calendar days of the date of issuance of the
permit to correct any potential errors. If you wish to change your permit category and were issued the permit
within 10-calendar days, press 0 to speak with a Customer Service Representative

553. To return to the main menu, press 1.

To exit the system, press 9.
To speak to a Customer Service Representative, press zero.

554 You must be a licensed captain, or have one aboard, on every trip to qualify for this permit. Note that while
persons aboard a Charter/Headboat-permitted vessel are fishing for, or are in possession of, Atlantic tunas,
sharks, swordfish, or billfish, the operator of the vessel must have a valid Merchant Marine License or
Uninspected Passenger License, as applicable, issued by the U.S. Coast Guard, and must carry this license on
board the vessel.

555. To continue with the charter/headboat category, press 1.

To choose another category, press 2.

556. Please listen carefully to all the permit options before selecting your permit category.

To renew an Atlantic tunas general category permit, press 1.
For the Atlantic HMS Angling permit, press 2.

To renew an Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat permit, press 3.
For the Atlantic tunas harpoon category, press 4.

For the Atlantic tunas trap category, press 5.

557. You have selected the...

559. For...

560. You have chosen...

562. To report bluefin tuna, press 1.

To report all other landings, press 2.

563. Sorry, but this system allows for the reporting of recreationally-landed Atlantic bluefin tuna only.

565. Please enter your 8-digit permit number.

569. Using your telephone keypad, please enter the 2-digit postal code for the state of landing. For example, if you
landed the fish in Virginia, you would enter eight, two.

570. It is important that we receive your landings information
To re-enter the permit number, press 1.

To report your landings with an invalid permit number, press 2.
To speak to a Customer Service Representative, press zero.

571. You entered an invalid state.

573. You entered.

575. Please enter the 6-digit date of landing. For example, June 12, 2006 would be entered as zero-six, one-two,
Zero Six.

576. Please choose how you will report the length of the.

577. To report the length of the fish with the head on, press 1.

To report the length of the fish with the head off, press 2.

578. Please enter the length in inches.

579. You've told us.

582. To report additional fish for the same date, press 1.

To report additional fish for a different date, press 2.
If you have no more fish to report, press 3.

583. Your landing report is complete.

584. You have reported the maximum number of fish that this system can accept at one time. Please call again if you
need to report additional fish and in the future, please report your landings within 24 hours.

585. Note that special procedures apply for the reporting of bluefin tuna landed in North Carolina and Maryland;

vessel operators must fill out a landing card at a reporting station upon landing. For further information,




including reporting station locations, regarding the North Carolina program, call (800) 338-7804; for Maryland,
call (410) 213-1531. Your report has been recorded, but please follow these special procedures in the future.

586. Our records indicate that your permit has expired. Please return to the main menu and renew your permit.
588. Tournament registration... (phrase continues)
589. You may also... (phrase continues)
590. To receive information by fax, press 1.
For information on using our website, press 2.
To hear the latest regulations updates regarding Atlantic tunas, Atlantic HMS Angling or HMS Charter/Headboat
fisheries, press 3.
For information on other species, press 4.
To return to the main menu, press 5.
To exit the system, press 9.
591. (reserved for NMFS recording through admin function)
592. Sorry; currently this system provides only regulatory updates for the Atlantic tunas, Atlantic HMS Angling and
Atlantic HMS charter/headboat fisheries. For more information please call the HMS info line at 1-800-894-5528.
593. (reserved for NMFS recording through admin function)
594, (reserved for NMFS recording through admin function)
595. To hear updated information on the commercial fishery for Atlantic tunas, press 1.
To hear updated information on the recreational fishery for Atlantic tunas, press 2.
To hear updated information on Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat fisheries, press 3.
596. To receive an initial or renewal application package, press 1.
To receive a tuna ID guide, press 2.
600. (reserved for NMFS recording through admin function)
603. Please enter your password.
604. To check the status of a permit using the permit number, press 1.
To check the status of a permit using a vessel number, press 2.
To hear the alpha-numeric tutorial, press 3.
To exit the system, press 9
To speak to a Customer Service Representative, press zero.
605. Please enter the 8-digit permit number.
606. Please enter the vessel number.
607. Permit number.
608. Is invalid.
609. Vessel number.
611. The first five letters of the owner name are.
613. Status.
614. To update a phrase, press 1.
To exit the system, press 9.
615. Please enter the phrase number.
616. To review, press 1.
To record, press 2.
To delete, press 3.
To update another phrase, press 4.
To exit the system, press 9.
620. Thank you for calling the National Marine Fisheries Service Permit and Landings Reporting system. Goodbye.
621.
622. Sorry but our customer service department is currently closed. Please call back between the hours of 8AM and
5PM eastern standard time, Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays.
623. To return to the main menu, press 1.
To exit the system, press 9.
625. Press.
626. We are unable to process your information at this time. Please call back shortly.
627. Maine
628. New Hampshire
629. Massachusetts
630. Rhode Island
631. Connecticut




632. New York

633. New Jersey

634. Pennsylvania

635. Delaware

636. Maryland

637. Washington DC

638. Virginia

639. North Carolina

640. South Carolina

641. Georgia

642. Florida

643. Mississippi

644. Alabama

645. Louisiana

646. Texas

647. Puerto Rico

648. U.S. Virgin Islands

649. Press 1.

650. Blank

651. Blank

652. Gear.

653. Inches with head on.

654. Inches with head off.

655. Requested information is normally mailed to your address of record.

656. If you wish to receive this information at your address of record, press 1.

If you wish to receive this information at another address, press 2.

657. Vessel numbers require entry of alphanumeric characters as follows. Using your telephone keypad, press the
key on which the alphanumeric character appears. Each time you press that key; the system will speak either a
number or a letter that appears on that key. Continue pressing that key until you hear the desired character.
When you hear the desired character, press the pound key to accept that character. For example, to enter the
letter B you would press the 2 key until the letter B is spoken by the system. Then press the pound key to
accept the letter B. The letter Q is accessed from the 7 key and the letter Z is accessed from the 9 key.

658. The order tracking number for this renewal is.

659. You may check the status of your order by visiting the online NMFS Permit Shop at www.nmfspermits.com and
selecting the order-tracking option in the Permits area. You may also check the status of your order by giving
this tracking number to a customer service representative.

660. Sorry you are having trouble entering your fax number. Please call back and speak with a customer service
representative to receive a copy of your permit.

661. First fish.

662. Second fish

663. Third fish.

664. Fourth fish.

665. Fifth fish.

666. Sixth fish.

667. Seventh fish.

668. Eighth fish.

669. Ninth fish.

670. Tenth fish.

700 | am the owner / operator of this vessel OR am fully authorized by the owner /operator to complete this
transaction.

YES, press 1.
NO, press 2.
To speak to a customer service representative, press O.
701 | certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the information given is true

and correct, and that | have full authority to execute this transaction as, or on behalf of, the secured party, lien
creditor or encumbrancer indicated herein.




YES, press 1.
NO, press 2.
To speak to a customer service representative, press 0.

702

You will need to select a permit category for this vessel. Several options are available. Do NOT
PROCEED unless you fully understand the differences between each permit category and are sure of the permit
category that will meet your needs. Any correction to your permit category must be completed within 10
calendar days of the date of issuance. | fully understand the implications of my choice of vessel permit category.
YES, press 1.

NO, press 2.

To speak to a customer service representative, press 0.

771

If you wish to speak to a customer service representative, please press zero. Otherwise, this call will end.

772,

We are experiencing technical difficulties. Please hold for a customer service representative who will complete
your transaction.

773

At the end of the permitting process you will receive an order tracking number. Please wait while we process
your transaction. This process may take a couple minutes.

We have reviewed the scripts and concur that, at this point, it accurately describes our specifications for the
application. Pricelnteractive is authorized to proceed with programming and recording on this basis.

Authorized Client Representative Date




1 Zero

2 One

3 Two

4 Three

5 Four

6 Five

7 Six

8 Seven

9 Eight

10 Nine

11 Ten

12 Eleven

13 Twelve

14 Thirteen

15 Fourteen

16 Fifteen

17 Sixteen

18 Seventeen

19 Eighteen

20 Nineteen

21 Twenty

22 Thirty

23 Forty

24 Fifty

25 Sixty

26 Seventy

27 Eighty

28 Ninety

29 Hundred

30 Thousand
Digits and Numbers- Special

106 Oh

107 Minus

108 Point

109 Star

110 Pound
Letters*

111* A

112* B

113* C

114+ D

115* E

116* F

117* G

118* H

119* I

120* J

121* K

122* L

123* M

124* N

125* O




126*

127*

128*

129*

130*

131*

132*

133*

134*

135*

N|<[x|s|<|c|H|0|olo]|o

136*

Months

151 January

152 February

153 March
154 April
155 May
156 June
157 July

158 August

159 September

160 October

161 November

162 December

Dollar Amount - Single

195 Dollar

196 Cent

Dollar Amounts - Multiple

205 Dollars

206 Cents

Years
265* 1995
266* 1996
267* 1997
268* 1998
269* 1999
270* 2000
271* 2001
272* 2002
273* 2003
274* 2004
275* 2005
276* 2006
277* 2007
278* 2008
279* 2009
280* 2010
281* 2011

282* 2012




NMFS Recreational HMS Reporting Website Screen Shots
15 November 2012

NMFS Permit Shap Landing do |
? 9 * |E] hth) dmin.hmspermits.noaa.gov/PermitlDLandings.asp Q4| % Bing Ll

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
% @ Convert v [B) Select

¢ Favorites | & NMFS Permit Shop ID for Landings | |

home search shopping cart contact heip W

NMFS Permit Shop

Permit Identification for Atlantic Bluefin
Tuna, Blue Marlin, White Marlin, Sailfish,
~ = and Swordfish Landings Report

= order tracking
= request package (OMB # 0648-0328) View PRA Statement
» |and reports
Special
Transactions

Please identify the permit associated with this landings report by entering your permit
number in the space provided. Currently, only recreationally landed (fish harvested
from the management unit) bluefin tuna, blue marlin, white marlin, roundscale
Change Password spearfish, sailfish, and swordfish should be reported through this website. We
will check your permit number to ensure that it reflects a recreational category (i.e.,
Angling or Charter/Headboat) before allowing you to enter your landings report.

** NOTE - Maryland and North Carolina vessel owners should report their
recreational Bluefin Tuna, Blue Mariin, White Marlin, Roundscale Spearfish,
Sailfish, and Swordfish landings at state-operated reporting stations and not
through this system.

Permit Number:

Home | Search | About Us | Confact | Help

Plesse read our privacy policy and our disclsimer ststement. You may contact Customer Service by dialing

1-888-872-8862, Monday through Fridsy, 8am to Spm Esstem Time.

{OMB # 0848-0328) View PRA Statement

Please identify the permit associated with




i Y
Paperwork Reduction Act Motice - Google Chrome E‘m
P oog

& hitps://hmspermits.noaa.gov/LandingsReportsPRAasp

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT: Mandatory catch reporting provides
essential information for the conservation and management of Atlantic bluefin tuna.
Information on catch levels will be reported to the International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas and will be used for stock assessment and in
developing international catch sharing agreements. Public reporting burden for this
collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response for

|| telephone (1-888-872-8862) or internet reports (at www.nmfspermits_com), and 10

| minutes per response for landing card reports. These response burden estimates

|| include the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering
and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding these burden estimates or any other aspect
of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to:
MMFS, Highly Migratory Species (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
MD 20910. Catch reporting is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act. It 1is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information
submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such
information in aggregate or summary form, such that indwidual identifiers are not
disclosed (NAO 216-100). Motwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person
is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection of infoermation displays a currently valid OMB
Contral Mumber. This information collection is approved under OMB Control # 0648-
0328. The OMB expiration date for this data collection may be obtained by
contacting the HWMS management division at 301-713-2347 or by calling customer
service at §88-872-3862.
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File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

% @jConvert + [ Select

¢ Favorites | (@ Report Trip Data

Permits

# buy/renew now!|
» stafus, ete.,

» order tracking

Tournaments
» register now!
etc.

» order tracking

Landings Reports

Info Center

. news

= FAQ

» library

= other links

* NMFS website

B AL

NMFS Permit Shop

Trip Data

== Enter trip info.
Please enter the information requested below and click

Gonfirm trij
Gontinue. Gonfirm tp

Enter Landed
Owner Information Fish

Permit Number: fi12345 Submit Final
Report

First Name: *

Last Name: *

Phone Number: *

Vessel Information

Vessel Number: *

Vessel Name: *

If reporting a landing from a U.S. registered vessel landing in a Mon-U_S. State or

territory, please exit the website and call 1-800-884-6528. Leave your landing report
in a voice message (including a call-back number) on the HMS reporting line. A

NMFS employee will return your call.
Trip Information

Departure Date: % Tim
(MMDDMYYY) (HH:MM}

"Port" of Departure:
(nearest citytown)

Trip End Date: % Time:
(MEDDA YY) (HH:MH)

"Port" of Landing:

(nearest city/town)

Trip Type: - %
Fishing Tournament: Yes O No @

Tournament Name:

Number of Fish Released Per Trip

(**Please fill in all releases that apply to this trip
Landings will be reported on the next page.**)
Species Alive Dead
Bluefin Tuna:

Blue Marlin:

White Marlin:
Roundscale Spearfish:
Sailfish:

Longbill Spearfish:
Swordfish:

% Required field.

AM -
L3
AM ~ %

- %




WMR&:MI&K&E Landings Measurement ... ** | i Verify Landings Information x| + =3 %
\ (- @ https: /hmepermits, aquilent, com VerifyReport andingsA.asp [

Landing Data

8- cooge 2 & B~
meonnem s [ =10
info. o

» order tracking

@ https: fhmspermits. aquilent. com/ReportSpecies, asp?speciesid=5

To add a fish landed, select a species from the drop-down box and Enter Landed
then click on the "Add Species” button. To edit/delete a fish landed, Fish
please click on the edit link for that fish.

Tournaments
s ragister now!

tus, etc epor ™ SWORDFISH Landing

» order tracking

Trip Summary Edit Trip Measurement Information
Info Center Basic Information: T At least one of the length fields is mandatary for this species of fish. The weight field is voluntary.
* news Name: GEORGE MCDEE Vessel Number: FL9876RH LD‘I.\!'EI' Jaw_Fgrk Length: I— t
* FAQ Departed on: 10/05/2012 5:00 AM Returned on: 10/06/2012 12:00 AM (inches)
:'“’:”"fl . Departed from: ISLAMORADA, FL Landed at: ISLAMORADA, FL Cliethrum-Caudal Keel Length: [t
i :Jtr--f;SIT\-:bsnre Trip Type: PRIVATE Tournament: inches)
’ ) Releases Information: Actual Length: < OR
Species Alive Dead Estimated Length: &
Swordfish: 2 0 Weight: | | ROUND/WHOLE ~|
Actual Weight: © OR
Landing Summary Regulations: Tuna | Other HMS  |Estimated Weight: -

You currently have 0 landings reported on this trip. L .
Fishing Information

To add a fish landed, select a species from the drop-down box and then click on the

Date Hooked: Approx. Time Hooked:
"Add Species” button. (MHDDI Y YY) I * EEHW: I AM - | %
. I __lv Approx. Fight Time: I_
SWORDFISH x| (® 2dd species ) Hook Type: * (minutes) *

Fishing Technigue: I vl* If OTHER Technigue: I
Bait: I 'l =

% Required field.

C. save )Cﬂ clear &nlries) (. close)

Home | Search | About Us | Contact | Help

Please read ocur privacy policy, disclaimer staterment, and site compatibility recommendations.
You may contact Customer Service by disling 1-B88-872-8862, Monday through Friday, 8am to Spm EST

L‘-smrt| @Ql@ﬂl@@| =N
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o3 g8 NMFS Permin Show Library

Permit Shop

Reference Library
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{73 inchas or r,rn'ﬁclrrd fork longih)
incemant for further infarmation

The General categery Atlantic Huefin tuna dady retention limi for September 1
threugh December 31, 2012, remains 3t 3 largs medium or giant (T2 inches or
greater curved fork lengih) buedn tuna. Please see the attached announcement for
furiher infermation
P Gusta Soecifications

The National Manne Fishenes Serace (NMFS) announces final quota specifications
for the 2012 bluehn tuna fshenes. NMFS 13 adusting the annual U.S. baselne
bluehn tuna quota that was recommended for 2011 and for 2012 by the Intemational
Commussion for the Consenvation of Allantic Tunas to account for underharvest of
ihe adusted 2011 U.S. blusn tuna quesa, and is accounting for half of the
estimated 2012 dead discards up front (1e.. 31 the beginning of the fishang year)

NMFS is taking the following two actions regarding the recreational BFT fishery:
Closure of the “trophy” South Fishery and adjusting the daily BFT retention limits.
HMS Tounament Registration Form

Atournament operator must notify NMFS of the purpose, dates, and location of the
tournament conducted from a port in an Atlantic coastal state, including the U.S
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, at least 4 weeks prior to commencement of the
tournament.

Green-stick Gear Fact Sheet

This notice describes the authorized use of green-stick gear in Atlantic HMS
fisheries

Approved Sea Turtle Release List

NMFS Announces the Availability of a Revised List of Approved Equipment Models
for the Careful Release of Sea Turtles Caught in Hook and Line Fisheries

Tuna Trolling and Whales

Recent evidence show that tuna fishing lines. trolled through areas where both tuna
and whales are feeding, have hooked the wrong species. The strong lines and sharp
hooks, necessary for catching large tuna, can dig into blubber of these unintended
targets, possibly causing harm to the whale and is a violation of federal law. All
whales, dolphins and porpoises in the northeast region are federally protected by
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and most large whales in the area are
further prolecled under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Under these Acts, it is
illegal to "harass, hunt, capture or kill" any marine mammal. Prohibited conduct
includes any "negligent or \memmna\ act which results in the disturbing or

molesting of marine " The pi are located in full at:
http:/fwww.nera.noaa.gov/prot_res/mmw/
Reminder about Ct b Headboat. and C Permits

NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Senice (NOAA Fisheries Senice) wants to
remind fishermen there are several federal regulations regarding fishing for dolphin
and wahoo in federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean (Maine through the east coast of
Florida).

Guide to the Tunas of the Western Atlantic Ocean

Field guide to help identify the various species of Atlantic tunas
Atlantic HMS and Atlantic Tunas Permit Category D

Provides a brief explanation of each Atlantic HMS and Atlantic tunas permit
category, including authorized gears.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statements

See the sttached announcement for fither indormation

ns for the managed Atlantic funa

NMFS5 is closing the |rs»demal Langhne category ncnhem area ‘isner\- for Buefin
tuna (measuring 71" or greater), effective 11:30 p.m. on June 30, 2012, as the
sl.nquala forlhal area is projected to be reached by the end of June

Paperwark Reduction Act Statements for Annual Atlantic Tunas Permitting and
Mandatary Catch Reporting of Bluefin Tuna

Large Pelagics Survey Bluefin Tuna Length Validation nt

dental Longline categ theen area bluefin fsbhen
Large Pelagics Survey Bluefin Tuna Length Validation Assessment Paper
Submitted to ICCAT

Atlantic HMS Angling and Charter/Headboat Permit & R Reporting
tions regarding the recroational BFT fishery Requirements

ry and adjusting the daily BFT retention limes This pamphlet provides a brief summary of recreational HMS requlations as of
March 2006. For the complete and official set of regulations, call the Highly

NMES i3 chasing the inciderital Longkne category southern area ishery for Huefin
tuna May 29, 2012

Migratory Species Management Division at 301-713-2347. If there is a discrepancy

A toumament operator must notify NMFS of the purpass, datas, and location of the between the regulations and this brochure, the regulations will take precedence.

toumament conducted from a port in an Atlantic coastal state, including the U.S .
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. at least 4 weeks prior to commencement of the Atlantic bluefin tuna size classes
|_0nr.1aTe:|I Atable of the bluefin size classes and associated lengths and approximate
Gresn-stick Gear Fact 1 weights.

Thes nobce descrbes the suthonzed use of green-shick gear in Allantic HMS

fishenes.

Ausdability of a Rendsed List of Approved Equipment Models
of Sea Turthe: aught in Hook and Line Fisheries

Clicking Paperwork Reduction Act Statements opens a .doc containing the following
text:

The following Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) Statements supercede other PRA
statements for Atlantic HMS and Atlantic tunas permitting (OMB control number 0648-
0327) and mandatory catch reporting for bluefin tuna (OMB control number 0648-0328).

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT: Collection of information through annual
permitting serves three purposes: (1) it provides current information on the vessel owners
participating in the Atlantic HMS and tuna fisheries. (2) it provides an up-to-date sampling frame
that is the basis for fleet size calculations used for catch and effort estimates in fisheries that do
not require mandatory reporting, thus enabling the U.S. to meet international obligations to
report catch statistics for Atlantic tunas, and (3) aids NMFS in the enforcement of fishery
regulations. Public reporting burden for this initial permit application of information is estimated
to average 30 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintaining data needed, and completed & reviewing the collection
of information. Permit renewals are accomplished by using an automated phone system at (888)
872-8862 or by accessing the web site at www.nmfspermits.com. Public reporting burden for
renewal by telephone or web is estimated to average 6 minutes per response. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including



suggestions for reducing this burden to: National Marine Fisheries Service, F/SF1, 1315 East
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Providing the requested information in the permit
application is mandatory for managing the Atlantic HMS and tuna fisheries in accordance with
the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act (16 U.S.C. 971 et seq.) and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act). It is agency policy not to release
confidential information, other than in aggregate form, as the Magnuson-Stevens Act protects
(in perpetuity) the confidentiality of those submitting information. Summaries of permit
information by category may be released. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no
person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to
comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. This is
an approved information collection under OMB #0648-0327 and expires July 31, 2015.

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT: Mandatory catch reporting provides essential
information for the conservation and management of Atlantic bluefin tuna. Information on catch
levels will be reported to the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
and will be used for stock assessment and in developing international catch sharing
agreements. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5
minutes per response for telephone (1-888-872-8862) or internet reports (at
www.nmfspermits.com), and 10 minutes per response for landing card reports. These response
burden estimates include the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding these burden estimates or any other aspect of this
collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to: NMFS, Highly
Migratory Species (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Catch reporting
is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act. It is NOAA policy to
preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except
that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual
identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100). Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no
person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. This
information collection is approved under OMB Control # 0648-0328. The OMB expiration date
for this data collection may be obtained by contacting the HMS management division at 301-
713-2347 or by calling customer service at 888-872-8862.
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Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Project Summary Report

Landing update for July 24 through August 16, 2012

From: MDNR Fisheries Service’s Coastal Bays and Atlantic Program; Written by Gary Tyler.
7/24/12 — 8/16/12

Bluefin Tuna

There have been no bluefin reported through the tagging program since the previous report. The
total for BFT reported remains189 with an average of 46.95 inches and mode of 50 inches. During the
same time frame last season, only three more school class fish came in to bring that season’s total to 430
BFT.

Billfish

The biggest news for this portion of the season is the White Marlin Open. There was only one billfish
that qualified to reach the scales and that was the 72 pound roundscale spearfish boated by the “Blew
Bayou”. The minimum weight for white marlin was 70 lbs, but a roundscale is held to the same
standard. Only two blue marlin were brought in, neither of which meant the qualifying weight (500 Ibs).
Because of the foul weather, the majority of boats fished during the middle of the week (Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday). There were 953 white marlin that were released during the tournament
resulting in a 99.17% release rate. Thirty-seven blue marlin were released generating a release rate of
94.87%. The results are presented in a table below. The Mid-Atlantic $500,000 (August 20-24) should
provide the next influx of billfish for the catch card system. Currently we stand at 13 billfish. By this
time last year, 25 billfish had been brought in.

Tawes State Office Building - 580 Taylor Avenue * Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410.260.8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877.620.8DNR + www.dnr.maryland.gov + TTY users call via Maryland Relay



fulldate commonname vsiname tournname length | weight
WHITE MARLIN

8/7/2012 BLUE MARLIN STORM TROUBLE = OPEN 110 456.5
WHITE MARLIN

8/9/2012 BLUE MARLIN CON DO TOO OPEN 106.5 390.5
ROUNDSCALE SPEARFISH WHITE MARLIN

8/8/2012 * BLEW BAYOU OPEN 72 72
SMELLS LIKE WHITE MARLIN

8/9/2012 WHITE MARLIN TUNA OPEN 70.5 66.5
WHITE MARLIN

8/8/2012 ROUNDSCALE SPEARFISH THE JACKEL OPEN 69 64.5
TALES GONE WHITE MARLIN

8/8/2012 ROUNDSCALE SPEARFISH @ WILD OPEN 68 52.5
WHITE MARLIN

8/8/2012 ROUNDSCALE SPEARFISH SQUIDWARD OPEN 68 65
WHITE MARLIN

8/9/2012 WHITE MARLIN DOUBLE B OPEN 67.5 59.5
WHITE MARLIN

8/8/2012 WHITE MARLIN JUGE OPEN 67 65.5




8/8/2012  WHITE MARLIN

8/7/2012 WHITE MARLIN

6/23/2012 WHITE MARLIN
7/29/2012 SWORDFISH

* = 15T PLACE

THE CRICKET

STREAMWEAVER

PW
GETTING' JIGGY

WHITE MARLIN
OPEN

WHITE MARLIN
OPEN

NO
NO

67

67

66
58

62.5

68.5
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2011 Final Report

Survey of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna (ABT) and Billfish (White Marlin, Roundscale Spearfish, Blue
Marlin, Swordfish and Sailfish) Recreational Landings in Maryland.

Introduction

Globally, tunas and billfishes (White Marlin (Kajikia albida), Blue Marlin (Makaira nigricans),
Roundscale Spearfish (Tetrapturus georgii), Swordfish (Xiphias gladius), and Sailfish (Istiophorus
platypterus)), are governed by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT). It is the mission of ICCAT to ensure “the conservation of tunas and tuna-like species in the
Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas.” (ICCAT, 2011). To manage these species, ICCAT assigns catch
quotas to each member country. In the United States (US), tuna and billfish recommendations from
ICCAT are implemented by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) division of Highly
Migratory Species (HMS) under the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act and Magnuson Stevens Act. The
Fishery Conservation Amendments of 1990 classified tunas and billfishes to be highly migratory
species. In 1996, the Sustainable Fisheries Act modified the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and
Management Act to create advisory panels that aid in creating fishery management plans to manage
billfishes and HMS. Responsibilities of the panels include lowering bycatch and mortality related to
bycatch, and stopping overfishing (NMFS, 2011).

In the late 1990°s, NMFS required all recreational anglers to report Atlantic Bluefin Tuna
(ABT; Thunnus thynnus) landings via a toll free phone number. In Maryland, that system was
determined to be ineffective for accurately documenting recreational ABT landings. As a result,
NMEFS worked with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to implement an ABT
Catch Card and Tagging Program as an alternative method in 1999. A rising concern in 2002
regarding the consideration of endangered species status for the White Marlin spurred an additional
component to the ABT Catch Card and Tagging Program. Billfishes were added to the list of species
required to be reported through MDNR’s Catch Card and Tagging Program in 2002. Since 2002, the
ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program has supplied NMFS with ABT and billfish landings in
the state of Maryland.

Nation-wide, recreational fishing remains a popular pursuit. In 2006, 7.7 million anglers
participated in saltwater fishing. Equipment and trips combined cost them $8.9 billion (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife, 2006). Accurately monitoring the recreational harvest of Bluefin Tuna and billfishes along
the Atlantic coast is vitally important to the cultural, social, and economic impacts that recreational
fishing has on Ocean City, MD. In 2011, anglers in search of HMS species off Maryland and
Delaware, took an estimated 9178 trips (Personal communication from the National Marine Fisheries
Service, Fisheries Statistics Division February 7, 2012). Based on angler participation estimates of out-
of-state anglers for other migratory species in 2006-2010, approximately 35-43% of angler’s landing in
Maryland are from out of state (Personal communication from the National Marine Fisheries Service,
Fisheries Statistics Division February 7, 2012). One study credited the 2009 White Marlin Open with
pumping $16 million dollars into the regional economy and the creation of 130 jobs. An estimated
5,000 people came from other states during the tournament week (Maryland Department of Business
and Economic Development. Division of Marketing and Communications-Office of Research, 2010).
Monitoring of this important fishery is a priority for Maryland, and a useful tool for NMFS
management.



Objectives

e Continue a long-term monitoring study of all recreationally landed Atlantic Bluefin Tuna and
billfishes (White Marlin, Blue Marlin, Swordfish, and sailfish) in Maryland and supply those data
to NMFS for use in their coastwide assessment.

¢ Continue development of program awareness among recreational anglers in order to increase
compliance rates.

Materials and Methods

Anglers were responsible for completing a catch card when they returned to port for each ABT
or billfish on board their vessel (Figure 1). A tag (Figure 2) was awarded for each completed catch
card and the angler was required to place this tag around the tail of the fish before removing it from the
vessel. Trailered boats could not be pulled from the water until the tag was in place.

Nine marinas signed a cooperative participation agreement (Figure 3), qualifying them as a
Recreational ABT/Billfish Reporting Station (Table 1). The contract required marinas to distribute and
collect catch cards, issue tags, and return leftover supplies to MDNR at the conclusion of the fishing
season. Based on the 2010 reporting rate of each marina, an appropriate amount of catch cards and
tags were delivered to each reporting station. MDNR biologists visited marina participants twice a
week, from June 6 through September 30, to maintain adequate supplies and collect completed catch
cards. Leftover tags were inventoried at the end of the season by MDNR.

In addition to the marinas, an after hours kiosk was available at the MDNR field office in 2011
(Figure 4). Marinas were asked to inform anglers about the kiosk and it was also included in the letter
sent to HMS permit holders in the spring. Anglers were expected to complete the catch card and the
attached receipt, which would replace the tag. The catch card was to be deposited into a locked box
that was fastened directly to the kiosk. Anglers retained the receipt, which recorded the same data as
the card.

As of October 17, 2007, anglers who recreationally landed swordfish and billfish outside of
tournaments could report their catches to the NMFS using the HMS non-tournament Reporting
website. The fish had to be reported within one day of being landed. However, if these fish are landed
in either Maryland or North Carolina, it must still be reported using a catch card.

In an attempt to improve data quality and compliance, staff attended two large fishing
tournaments: the White Marlin Open (August 8-12, 2011), and the Mid-Atlantic $500,000 (August 22-
26, 2011). The second tournament was shortened by one day due to Hurricane Irene’s approach.

Signs informing anglers that ABT and billfishes must be tagged prior to being removed from the vessel
were given to each marina. The signs reminded anglers to tag their fish or to visit the kiosk if they
were returning after hours. Additionally, a sign describing the program was posted at the boat ramp in
West Ocean City by the Natural Resources Police. Recreational catch card landings were entered into
a Microsoft Access database for management. Status reports based on data collected from catch cards
were periodically sent to NMFS. Microsoft Excel was utilized for generating graphs, averages, modes
and data cleaning.

Results

Bluefin Tuna

For the 2011 season, HMS private, recreational vessels were allowed one ABT measuring 27
inches to less than 59 inches per vessel/day/trip. Boats fishing under a Charter/Headboat category
permit (while fishing recreationally) were allowed one large school and one school-sized fish. The



southern area “trophy” ABT fishery was closed down for the entire season. Weekly ABT landings
from May through July are shown in Figure 6 as no bluefin were reported after that month. No
completed catch cards were found in the Bluefin Tuna and Billfish After Hours Reporting Station
(kiosk) for 2011.

For 2011, a total of 430 ABT were reported through MDNRs ABT/Billfish Catch Card and
Tagging Program (Table 2). Three hundred seventy-four fish (86.98%) were classified as schools (27
to <47 in.). The large school class (47 to <59 in.) was represented by 40 fish (9.30%) followed by the
small medium class (59 to < 73 in.) with two fish (0.47%). Both of the small medium class fish were
reported at 59 inches. The curved fork length (CFL) for fourteen fish was unknown (3.26%). For
comparison, in 2010 a total of 423 fish were reported. The school class made up the majority (69.03%)
of reported landings followed by the large school class (29.08%). The small medium size class
comprised 0.47% of the catch.

In 2011, the Maryland average CFL was 39.2 inches; mode was 32 inches. For 2010 and 2009,
the average CFL was 42.4 and 51.1 inches, respectively. The modes for 2010 and 2009 were 42 and
63 inches, respectively. Larger modes and averages may have resulted from different seasonal catch
limits. The catch limits for 2010 were the same as those for 2011, aside from the “trophy” fishery (>
73 in.) season which closed on June 12, 2010 and no trophy fish came in.

Total yearly reported landings for 2011, 430 fish, were evaluated and compared to data from the
preceding 4 seasons (Figure 8). This season’s total was the second lowest. Charter boats landed
40.9% (176 ABT) of the recreational catch during the 2011 season. Private vessels comprised 55.6%
of the landings (239 ABT). Seven bluefin were reported from headboats (1.6%); the trip type for eight
excursions (1.9%) is not known (Figure 9).

Billfish (White Marlin, Blue Marlin, Swordfish, and Sailfish)
Billfish regulations are in Table 3. A total of 40 billfish were reported in 2011 through
MDNRs ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program (Table 4).

White Marlin and Roundscale Spearfish were not previously distinguished from each other,
however, since 2007 there has been an effort to separate the two species at competitions. The two
species are reported separately in Figure 10. The 2011 average Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL) for
White Marlin is 70.4 inches. Roundscales returned an average of 68.9 inches. The average weight for
White Marlin was 71.80 pounds in 2011 while the Roundscale Spearfish averaged 64.2 pounds. One
Swordfish was reported with an LJFL of 50 inches this past season

Six Blue Marlins were reported in 2011 (Table 4). The mean LJFL of the Blue Marlin landed
in 2011 was 107.3 inches and the average weight was 484.3 pounds.

Recommendations:

1. Continue monitoring the recreational ABT, billfishes, swordfish, and sailfish landings in Ocean
City, MD.
2. Continue working to improve compliance by:
a. Attending major tournaments;
b. Posting species identification signs;
c. Reminding captains of trailered vessels that they are required to obtain catch cards and
tag any HMS species before removing their boats from the water;
d. Increase awareness about the after hours kiosk to the fishing community;
e. Giving cards and tags to responsible fish-cleaners.
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Table 1. List of 2011 Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program reporting
stations.

Station ID Reporting Station City /State Phone Number
1 Ake Marine Ocean City, MD (410) 213-0421
2 Bahia Marina Ocean City, MD (410) 289-7438
3 Fisherman’s Marina Ocean City, MD (410) 213-2478
4 Ocean Pines Marina Ocean Pines, MD (410) 641-7447
5 O.C. Fishing Center Ocean City, MD (410) 213-1121
6 Talbot Street Pier & Marina Ocean City, MD (410) 289-9125
7 White Marlin Marina Ocean City, MD (410) 289-6470
8 Sunset Marina Ocean City, MD (410) 213-9600
9 Pines Point Provisions and Seafood Ocean Pines, MD (410) 641-2248

Table 2. Summary of the 2011 recreationally landed Atlantic bluefin tunas reported through the
Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program

Size class category # Landed Percent of Total

School (27-<47 in.) 374 86.98

Large School (47-<59 in.) 40 9.30

Small Medium (59-<73 in.) 2 0.47

Unknown 14 3.26
Total 430 100

Table 3. 2011 Summary of federal management measures for billfishes.

Min Size

Dates Species Category Creel/trip LJFL (in.)
Jan.1-Dec.31 Blue Marlin A/C/H No Limits 99
White Marlin  A/C/H 66
Sailfish A/C/H 63
Jan.1 — Dec. 31 Swordfish A 1 / Person; 4 / Vessel 47
Swordfish C 1 / Paying Person; 6 / Vessel 47
Swordfish H 1 / Paying Person; 15 / Vessel 47

A — Angler (A), Charter (C), and Headboat (H).



Table 4. 2011 summary of recreational landings, average Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL), and length
and weight ranges, for billfishes from Ocean City, MD, n = 40. Data were reported through the
Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program.

. Catch Card LJFL Range Weight Range

Species Landings Average LJFL (Inches) (Pounds)

. . 55.0-
White Marlin 26 70.4 63.0-81.0

112.0

Blue Marlin 6 107.3 101.0-120.0 258.0-699.5
Roundscale 7 68.9 67.5-71.0 58.0-69.0
Spearfish

Swordfish 1 50 N/A
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Figure 2. Examples of the 2011 Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program tags.
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2011 Cooperative Agreement to Act as a
Recreational Atlantic Bluefin Tuna and Billfish/Swordfish Reporting Station
Between

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources
&

The signatory operates this facility as a place of business open to the public with regular posted operating hours
and will act as a reporting station for recreationally harvested Atlantic Bluefin Tuna and billfish (White Marlin, Blue
Marlin, Sailfish) and Swordfish landed in the State of Maryland in accordance with the following conditions. *

On a Daily Basis:
1. From Bluefin tuna anglers, collect COMPLETED Maryland Bluefin Tuna Landing Cards and
issue a uniquely numbered Bluefin Tuna tag to the angler. Tags issued only upon receipt of the
COMPLETED landing card. Bluefin Tuna cannot be removed from a vessel before the angler attaches the
tag to the appropriate tuna.

2. From billfish/swordfish anglers, collect COMPLETED Maryland Billfish Landing Cards and issue a unique
numbered Billfish/Swordfish tag to the angler. Tags are issued only upon receipt of the COMPLETED
landing card. The Billfish/Swordfish cannot be removed from a vessel before the angler attaches the tag to
the appropriate billfish/swordfish.

3. The signatory, representing the reporting station, must account for all tags.
4. The reporting station will allow personnel from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources to collect
completed landing cards and inventory remaining Tuna and Billfish/Swordfish tags. All tags must be kept

in a secure location.

Physical location address:

Business mailing address:

Telephone number:

Hours of operation:

Owner/Manager name:

Contact person:

Person(s) responsible for checking catch cards & issuing tags:

* The Department reserves the right to terminate reporting station status for any reason including but not
limited to failure to maintain inventory of Bluefin tuna or billfish/swordfish tags and collect completed catch cards
and/or failure to cooperate with Department personnel in retrieval of said items.

Authorized signature: Date:

Title:
Figure 3. Example of the 2011 Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program contract
between MDNR and marinas to act as a recreational reporting station.
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Figure 4. Photograph of the 2011 Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program after-
hours kiosk located at the MDNR field office in West Ocean City.

Figure 5. Photograph of the Maryland ABT/Billfish catch Card and Tagging Program Promotional
Sign posted at the west Ocean City Boat Ramp by MD Natural Resources Police.
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Figure 6. May through July weekly seasonal landings of recreationally landed Atlantic bluefin tuna for
Maryland in 2011, n =430. No more tuna were reported following July. Data were reported through
the Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program.
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Examples of the 2008 Maryland ABT/Billfish Catch Card and Tagging Program tags.




Seaﬁ{nt

Puerto Rico

FECHA:
DATE:

2011

# PERMISO EAM: HMS PermiT #:

Programa piloto de tarjetas de captura para
especies altamente migratorias (EAM)
Puerto Rico catch card pilot program for
highly migratory species (HMS)

NUMERO DE MARCA:
LANDING TAG NUMBER:

Debe mantener este recibo mientras el pez de pico esté en su posesion.
Anglers should keep this receipt while in possession of the fish.

Seaﬁ'a]nt

Puerto Rico

FECHA:
DATE:

2011

NOMBRE DE EMBARCACION:
VESSEL NAME:

NOMBRE DEL DUENO DE PERMISO:
PERMIT HOLDER NAME:

# PERMISO EAM:
HMS PERMIT #:

ESTACION (PUERTO) DE REPORTE:
REPORTING STATION:

TIPO DE VIAJE:
TRIP TYPE:

Charterd / Privadod
Charter / Private

Tamaiio LQl (pulgadas):
LJFL Size (inches):

Peso (libras):

Weight (pounds):

This information collected is approved under OMB Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013

Programa piloto de tarjetas de captura para

especies altamente migratorias (EAM)
Puerto Rico catch card pilot program for
highly migratory species (HMS)

NUMERO DE MARCA:
LANDING TAG NUMBER:

TORNEO:

Si/Yes A No Q
TOURNAMENT:

Seleccione la especie:
Select a species:

DAguja azul / Blue Marlin

DAguja blanca / White Marlin
DPez vela / Sailfish

DPez espada / Swordfish

Lugar de
marca plastica

LQl - largo quijada inferior
LJIFL - lower jaw forked length
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Reminder regarding the recreational Atlantic Bluefin Tuna, Swordfish and Billfish

reporting requirements in Maryland during 2012

As part of the coastal effort to improve monitoring and catch estimates of recreational catches of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna
(BFT), Swordfish and billfish (White Marlin, Roundscale Spearfish, Blue Marlin and Sailfish), the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources (MDNR) monitors these species landed at Maryland ports during 2012. This program requires the
mandatory reporting and tagging of all BFT, Swordfish and billfish landed by recreational fishermen in the Ocean City,
MD area. Recreational fishermen with BFT, Swordfish or billfish landed in Maryland will not call in to report their catch,
but will use a catch card and tag.

To legally harvest BFT, Swordfish and billfish in Maryland you must meet the following requirements:

1. No private vessel recreational anglers or charterboat/headboats can fish for or keep an Atlantic Bluefin Tuna,
Swordfish or billfish without first obtaining an HMS permit from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

2. All successful BFT, Swordfish or billfish anglers are required to complete a Maryland Bluefin Tuna Landing Card
and/or Maryland Billfish Landing Card and return the card(s) to one of the Maryland approved reporting stations in
the Ocean City area to obtain a landing tag. The landing card will require a minimum amount of time to complete.
The card’s edge includes a receipt that can be removed for permit holder. Landing cards can be obtained from
MDNR approved reporting stations or the MDNR Port Agent (see below). Landing cards will also be available
from the MDNR Oceanside Field Station in Ocean City, MD (410) 213-1531.

3. The tag must be affixed to the BFT, Swordfish or billfish prior to its removal from the vessel. Those BFT,
Swordfish or billfish on board trailered vessels will be required to have the tag affixed to the fish before the vessel
can be removed from the water.

Maryland approved BFT/Swordfish/billfish reporting stations during business hours:
1. Ake Marine, Ocean City, MD (410) 213-0421

Bahia Marina, Ocean City, MD (410) 289-7438

Fisherman’s Marina, Ocean City, MD (410) 213-2478

Ocean Pines Marina, Ocean Pines, MD (410) 641-7447

Ocean City Fishing Center, Ocean City, MD (410) 213-1121

Talbot Street Pier & Marina, Ocean City, MD (410) 289-9125

White Marlin Marina, Ocean City, MD (410) 289-6470

Sunset Marina, Ocean City, MD (410) 213-9600

Pines Point Provisions and Seafood, Ocean Pines, MD (410) 641-2248

A SR AT P

After-Hours Reporting
After-hours reporting kiosk*: MDNR Field Station, 12917 Harbor Road, Ocean City, MD. After copying the

information from the catch card, tear off the receipt (you keep) Place the card into the locked box. This receipt serves
the same function as a tag. Use this kiosk only when the marinas are closed. (*Landing Card Only. No Tags will be
available at the kiosk.)

Roundscale Spearfish Identification
The Roundscale Spearfish (Tetrapturus georgii) has recently been added to the HMS catch card program.
Roundscale Spearfish have rounded scales compared to those from a White Marlin. Also, anglers can
measure the distance between the anal fin and anus (1), and compare that to the anal fin height (2). If (1) is
less than half of (2), the fish is most likely a White Marlin. If (1) is half to three quarters of (2), the fish
should be identified as a Roundscale Spearfish.

Tawes State Office Building + 580 Taylor Avenue * Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410.260.8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877.620.8DNR + www.dnr.maryland.gov « TTY users call via Maryland Relay
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gﬁ Maryland Bluefin Tuna
= Landing Card

Today's Date: 2012

Vessel Name:

Registration # (State ID)

Permit Holders Name:

Atlantic HMS
Permit #:

Trip Type: Charter / Private / Headboat

(Circle One)

Was this fish caught during a tournament? Yes / No

Tournament Name;

Upper Jaw

RN e

Pectoral Fin Tail Fork
Curved Fork Length

*Measurement Description

Reporting Station:

Bluefin Tuna Tag #:

(Obtain at Reporting Station)

*Curved Fork

Length (inches): **Weight (Ibs)

gg Maryland Bluefin Tuna
= Landing Card

* Measure from the tip of the upper jaw, over the
top side of the pectoral fin to the fork of the tail.

**Scale weight ONLY. Do not record estimated
weight.

NOTE: All bluefin tuna landed in Maryland must
have a LANDING TAG affixed before removal from
the vessel. Tags are available at all BLUEFIN TUNA
REPORTING STATIONS. To obtain a LANDING TAG,
captains or operators of the permitted vessel must
complete and submit a catch card for every bluefin
tuna landed.

This information collected is approved under OMB
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013

Today's Date: 2012

Vessel Name:

Registration # (State ID)

Permit Holders Name:

Atlantic HMS
Permit #:

Trip Type: Charter / Private / Headboat

(Circle One)

Was this fish caught during a tournament? Yes / No

Tournament Name;

Upper Jaw

BN g o

Pectoral Fin Tail Fork

Curved Fork Length
*Measurement Description

Reporting Station:

Bluefin Tuna Tag #:

(Obtain at Reporting Station)

*Curved Fork

Length (inches): **Weight (Ibs),

* Measure from the tip of the upper jaw, over the
top side of the pectoral fin to the fork of the tail.

**xScale weight ONLY. Do not record estimated
weight.

NOTE: All bluefin tuna landed in Maryland must
have a LANDING TAG affixed before removal from
the vessel. Tags are available at all BLUEFIN TUNA
REPORTING STATIONS. To obtain a LANDING TAG,
captains or operators of the permitted vessel must
complete and submit a catch card for every bluefin
tuna landed.

This information collected is approved under OMB
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013
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Maryland Billfish
Landing Card

2012

Species (circle one): waite Marlin / Roundscale Spearfish
/ Blue Marlin / Swordfish / Sailfish

Today's Date:

Vessel Name:

Registration # (State ID)

Permit Holders Nam

Lower Jaw

Tail Fork

Lower Jaw Fork Length
*Measurement Description

" LI

Permit #:
Trip Type: Charter / Private / Headboat

(Circle One)
Was this fish caught during a tournament? Yes / No

Tournament Name;

Reporting Station:

Billfish Tag

(Obtain at Reporting Station)

*Lower Jaw Fork

Length (inches): **Weight (Ibs)

¥
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Maryland Billfish
Landing Card

* Measure from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork
of the tail.

** Scale weight ONLY. Do not record estimated
weight.

NOTE: All BILLFISH (White Marlin, Blue Marlin,
Roundscale Spearfish, Swordfish and Sailfish)
landed in Maryland must have a LANDING TAG
affixed before removal from the vessel. Tags are
available at all BILLFISH REPORTING STATIONS.
To obtain a LANDING TAG, captains or operators of
the permitted vessel must complete and submit a
landing card for every billfish landed.

This information collected is approved under OMB
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013

2012

Species (circle one): waite Marlin / Roundscale Spearfish
/ Blue Marlin / Swordfish / Sailfish

Today's Date:

Vessel Name:

Registration # (State ID)

Permit Holders Nam

Tagging Location

B

Lower Jaw Tail Fork

Lower Jaw Fork Length
*Measurement Description

" LI

Permit #:
Trip Type: Charter / Private / Headboat

(Circle One)
Was this fish caught during a tournament? Yes / No

Tournament Name;

Reporting Station:

Billfish Tag

(Obtain at Reporting Station)

*Lower Jaw Fork

Length (inches): **Weight (Ibs)

* Measure from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork
of the tail.

** Scale weights ONLY. Do not record estimated
weights.

NOTE: All BILLFISH (White Marlin, Blue Marlin,
Roundscale Spearfish, Swordfish and Sailfish)
landed in Maryland must have a LANDING TAG
affixed before removal from the vessel. Tags are
available at all BILLFISH REPORTING STATIONS.
To obtain a LANDING TAG, captains or operators of
the permitted vessel must complete and submit a
landing card for every billfish landed.

This information collected is approved under OMB
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013




NC Highly Migratory Species Catch Card
NOT FOR COMMERCIAL
Reporting Station Copy

P AENT O T
h Ta ing | ti ENT O
Year Mont Day gging Locaton

Date 2013 Curved Fork Length
Al (inches)
. . Pectoral Fin
Reporting Station Pounds
(optional)

Curved Fork Length Measurement

Bluefin tuna should be measured from the tip of upper jaw, over the top
side of the pectoral fin to the fork of the tail.

Permit Number

Vessel Name

Tagging Location Fork Length (inches)
Trip Type Charter D Tail  (any billfish species)
(check one) Private | | e
Headboat |:| Lower Jaw POL:_ndsl
Fork Length (Op lona )
Billfishes should be measured from the tip of the lower jaw
Tournament |:| Yes to middle of the fork of the caudal (tail) fin.

o
Roundscale
Tag Number Spearfish

(obtained at reporting station) gjye Marlin D White Marlin | | Sal|fISh|:| Swordfish | | [ ]

All the above Highly Migratory Species (HMS) landed in North Carolina must have a Landing Tag affixed before removal from the vessel. Tags are available at
all LPS Reporting Stations. To obtain a Landing Tag, Captains or operators of permitted vessel must complete and submit a catch card for every HMS landed.
This information collection is approved under OMB Control #0648-0328 (expires 02/28/2013).

NC Highly Migratory Species Catch Card Tag Receipt
Angler’s Copy

Official Use Only Anglers should keep this receipt in
Tag Number (from above) hand while in possession of the fish
NC HMS Catch Card Contact Information REPORTING SITE LOCATION TELEPHONE
Seawater Marina Atlantic Beach 252-726-1637
_ . Captain Stacy's Fishing Center  Atlantic Beach 252-726-4675
Name Tel ep hone E-mail Anchorage Marina Atlantic Beach 252-726-4423
Number Town Creek Marina Beaufort 252-728-6111
Olde Towne Yacht Club Beaufort 252-726-3066
. . Hurricane Fishing Center Calabash 910-579-3660
Dallis Tucker 252-946-6481 DallIS'TUCker@nCdenr'qov Harker's Island Fishing Center  Harker's Island 252-728-3907
Chris Wilson 252-946-6481 Chris.Wilson@ncdenr.gov Oden’s Dock Hatteras 252-986-2555
) . i i Hatteras Harbor Marina Hatteras 252-986-2166
David Daniel 252-946-6481 David,Daniel@ncdenr.gov Teach's Lair Marina Hatteras 252.086-2460
Hatteras Landing Marina Hatteras 252-986-2522
Holden Beach Marina Holden Beach 910-842-5447
NOAA Pirates Cove Manteo 252-473-3906
Oregon Inlet Fishing Center Manteo 252-441-6301
Shallowbag Bay Marina Manteo 252-305-8726
Ron Salz 301-713-2328 | Ron.Salz@noaa.gov Portside Marina Morehead City 252-726-7678
Ocean Isle Fishing Center Ocean Isle 910-575-3474
HMS Permits Anchorage Marina Ocracoke 252-928-6661
New River Marina Sneads Ferry 910-327-2106
. Southport Marina Southport 910-457-9900
Renewals/New 888-872-8862 | http://hmspermits.noaa.gov/ Nancy Lee Fishing Center Swansboro 910-326-4304
Broad Creek Marina Wanchese 252-473-9991
H Bridge Tender Marina Wrightsville Beach 910-256-6550
After H ours Repo rtl n g Creekside Yacht Club Wrightsville Beach 910-350-0023
800-682-2632 Use only when no other option available
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Maryland Shark
Landing Card

Today's Date: 2013

Species(see reverse for list):

If you cannot ID it, you MUST release it

Vessel Name:

Registration # (State ID)

Permit Holders Name

Tagging Location

|
|

Fork Length

" LI

Permit #:
Trip Type: Charter / Private / Headboat

(Circle One)
Was this fish caught during a tournament? Yes / No
Tournament Name;

Reporting Station:

Shark Tag #:
(Obtain at Reporting Station)

Sex (circleone): M / F

* Fork Length (inches **Weight (Ibs)

¥

=y

Maryland Shark
Landing Card

*Measurement Description

* Measure in a straight line from the tip of the
snout to the fork of the tail.

** Scale weight ONLY. Do not record estimated
weight.

NOTE: Most sharks landed in Maryland must have a
LANDING TAG affixed before removal from the
vessel. Tags are available at all SHARK REPORTING
STATIONS. To obtain a LANDING TAG, captains or
operators of the permitted vessel must complete
and submit a landing card for every shark landed.
For a complete list of sharks that you must report,
please see the reverse side of this card.

This information collected is approved under OMB
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013

Today's Date: 2013

Species (see reverse for list):
If you cannot ID it, you MUST release it

Vessel Name:

Registration # (State ID)

Permit Holders Name

Tagging Location
Fork Length

" LI

Permit #:
Trip Type: Charter / Private / Headboat

(Circle One)
Was this fish caught during a tournament? Yes / No

Tournament Name;

Reporting Station:

Shark Tag #:
(Obtain at Reporting Station)

Sex (circleone): M / F

* Fork Length (inches) **Weight (Ibs)

*Measurement Description

* Measure in a straight line from the tip of the
snout to the fork of the tail.

** Scale weights ONLY. Do not record estimated
weights.

NOTE: Most sharks landed in Maryland must have a
LANDING TAG affixed before removal from the
vessel. Tags are available at all SHARK REPORTING
STATIONS. To obtain a LANDING TAG, captains or
operators of the permitted vessel must complete
and submit a landing card for every shark landed.
For a complete list of sharks that you must report,
please see the reverse side of this card.

This information collected is approved under OMB
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013



Shark Species to Report:

Atlantic sharpnose Finetooth

Shortfin mako
Smooth dogfish
Smooth hammerhead
Spinner

Tiger

Blacknose Great hammerhead
Blacktip Lemon

Blue Nurse

Bonnethead Oceanic whitetip

Bull Porbeagle

Common thresher Scalloped hammerhead

Prohibited Shark Species:

Atlantic angel Caribbean reef
Basking Dusky

Bigeye sandtiger Galapagos
Bigeye sixgill Longfin mako
Bigeye thresher Narrowtooth
Bignose Night

Caribbean sharpnose Sandbar

Shark Species to Report:

Atlantic sharpnose Finetooth

Sandtiger
Sevengill
Silky

Sixgill
Smalltail
Whale

White sharks

Shortfin mako
Smooth dogfish
Smooth hammerhead
Spinner

Tiger

Blacknose Great hammerhead
Blacktip Lemon

Blue Nurse

Bonnethead Oceanic whitetip

Bull Porbeagle

Common thresher Scalloped hammerhead

Prohibited Shark Species:

Atlantic angel Caribbean reef
Basking Dusky

Bigeye sandtiger Galapagos
Bigeye sixqill Longfin mako
Bigeye thresher Narrowtooth
Bignose Night

Caribbean sharpnose Sandbar

Sandtiger
Sevengill
Silky

Sixgill
Smalltail
Whale

White sharks
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Research Roundtable (GUIRR) and
University-Industry Demonstration
Partnership (UIDP), the University of
California (UC) Irvine, and NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL).

DATES: The third public workshop in
this series will be held on Thursday,
September 27, 2012 from 10:00 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. Pacific time. Event
check-in will begin at approximately
9:00 a.m. Pacific time. Please see
registration information in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
below.

ADDRESSES: The third public workshop
in this series will be held at Arnold and
Mabel Beckman Center of the National
Academies of Sciences and Engineering,
100 Academy, Irvine, CA 92617.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Schen, (301) 975-6741,
michael. schen@nist.gov; or Steven
Schmid, (301) 975-8652,
steven.schmid@nist.gov; or LaNetra
Tate, (301) 975—8723,
lanetra.c.tate@nasa.gov. Additional
information may also be found at:
http://manufacturing.gov/amp/

event 092712.html.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Legal Authority: 15 U.S.C. 272(b)(1).

Members of the public wishing to
attend this public workshop are
encouraged to register in advance and
may do so online through the event Web
site: http://www.manufacturing.gov/
amp/event 092712.html. Space is
limited. Registration will be on a first-
come first-served basis, with no more
than four representatives from the same
organization accepted. Advance online
registration will close at 11:59 p.m.
Pacific time, Tuesday, September 18,
2012, or when all spaces have been
filled, whichever occurs first. After
advance online registration closes,
registration will be permitted only on a
first-come, first-served basis on the day
of the event, on site, should space
become available. Please check the
event Web site, http://
www.manufacturing.gov/amp/
event 092712.html, for space
availability information. Early
registration is encouraged.

The proposed NNMI initiative focuses
on strengthening and ensuring the long-
term competitiveness and job-creating
power of U.S. manufacturing. The
constituent IMIs will bring together
industry, universities and community
colleges, federal agencies, and U.S.
states to accelerate innovation by
investing in industrially-relevant
manufacturing technologies with broad
applications to bridge the gap between
basic research and product

development, provide shared assets to
help companies—particularly small
manufacturers—access cutting-edge
capabilities and equipment, and create
an unparalleled environment to educate
and train students and workers in
advanced manufacturing skills. The
President’s proposed FY 2013 budget
includes $1 billion for this proposed
initiative.

Each IMI will serve as a regional hub
of manufacturing excellence, providing
the innovation infrastructure to support
regional manufacturing and ensuring
that our manufacturing sector is a key
pillar in an economy that is built to last.
Each IMI also will have a well-defined
technology focus to address
industrially-relevant manufacturing
challenges on a large scale and to
provide the capabilities and facilities
required to reduce the cost and risk of
commercializing new technologies.

In his March 9, 2012, announcement,
President Obama proposed building a
national network consisting of up to 15
IMIs.

On December 15, 2011, Commerce
Secretary John Bryson announced the
AMNPO that is hosted by the NIST.2
The AMNPO is charged with convening
and enabling industry-led, private-
public partnerships focused on
manufacturing innovation and engaging
U.S. universities and designing and
implementing an integrated ‘“whole of
government” advanced manufacturing
initiative to facilitate collaboration and
information sharing across federal
agencies.

The AMNPO has held two prior
Designing for Impact workshops as part
of its strategy for soliciting nation-wide
input on building the NNMI. The first
workshop was held on April 25, 2012,
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy, New York, and the second on July
9, 2012, at Cuyahoga Community
College in Cleveland, Ohio. On May 4,
2012, the AMNPO issued a Request for
Information (RFI), seeking public
comment on specific questions related
to the structure and operations of the
NNMI and IMIs. The RFI was published
in the Federal Register and may be
found at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/
FR-2012-05-04/pdf/2012-10809.pdf.
Comments in response to the RFI are
due on or before 11:59 p.m. Eastern time
on October 25, 2012.

Announcements of additional
workshops may be found at: http://
www.manufacturing.gov/amp/
ampevents.html. Future workshops will

2 http://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/
2011/12/16/commerce-secretary-john-bryson-lays-
out-vision-department-commerce.

also be announced in the Federal
Register.

Dated: August 14, 2012.
Phillip Singerman,
Associate Director for Innovation and
Industry Services.
[FR Doc. 2012—-20535 Filed 8-20-12; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Atlantic Highly
Migratory Species Recreational
Landings Reports

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before October 22,
2012.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 66186,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Katie Davis, (727) 824-5399
or Katie.Davis@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for an extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Recreational catch reporting provides
important data used to monitor catches
of Atlantic highly migratory species
(HMS) and supplements other existing
data collection programs. Data collected
through this program are used for both
domestic and international fisheries
management and stock assessment
purposes.

Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) catch
reporting provides real-time catch
information used to monitor the
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recreational BFT fishery. Under the
Atlantic Tunas Convention Act of 1975
(ATCA, 16 U.S.C. 971), the United
States is required to adopt regulations,
as necessary and appropriate, to
implement recommendations of the
International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT),
including recommendations on a
specified BFT quota. BFT catch
reporting helps the U.S. monitor this
quota monitoring and supports
scientific research consistent with
ATCA and the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.). Recreational anglers are
required to report specific information
regarding their catch after they land a
BFT.

Atlantic billfish and swordfish are
managed internationally by ICCAT and
nationally under ATCA and the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. This collection
provides information needed to monitor
the recreational catch of Atlantic blue
and white marlin, which is applied to
the recreational limit established by
ICCAT, and the recreational catch of
North Atlantic swordfish, which is
applied to the U.S. quota established by
ICCAT. This collection also provides
information on recreational landings of
West Atlantic sailfish which is
unavailable from other established
monitoring programs. Collection of
sailfish catch information is authorized
under the Magnuson-Stevens Act for
purposes of stock management.

1I. Method of Collection

Respondents reporting BFT landings
in states (and the United States Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico) other than
Maryland and North Carolina may use
either an internet Web site or an
interactive voice response (IVR)
telephone system. Respondents
reporting Atlantic marlin, West Atlantic
sailfish, or North Atlantic swordfish in
states (and the United States Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico) other than
Maryland or North Carolina may use
either an internet Web site or a toll-free
telephone number to report landings
information. In Maryland and North
Carolina, a paper reporting system is
used for all of the aforementioned
species. Under state law, respondents in
Maryland and North Carolina must
submit a landing card at a state-operated
reporting station. States that participate
in a landing card program must submit
weekly reports and one annual report to
NOAA to summarize landings and
results to date.

II1. Data
OMB Control Number: 0648—0328.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Businesses or other
for-profit organizations; individuals or
households; and State, Local, or Tribal
government.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
11,500.

Estimated Time per Response: 5
minutes for an initial call-in or internet
report; 5 minutes for a confirmation call;
10 minutes for a landing card; 1 hour for
a weekly state report; and 4 hours for an
annual state report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,440.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: August 15, 2012.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2012-20445 Filed 8-20-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XC161

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Gulf of
Mexico Individual Fishing Quota
Program Regulations

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: NMF'S, Southeast Region, will
hold workshops to discuss
administrative changes to the Gulf of
Mexico Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ)
programs. Workshops will be open to
the public. Topics to be discussed
during the workshops include: Ex-vessel
price reporting, share and allocation
price reporting, landing notification and
landing transaction procedures,
measures to enhance IFQ enforceability,
offloading requirements, and other
administrative changes.

DATES: The workshop dates are:

1. Wednesday, September 5, 2012, 6
p.m. to 8 p.m., Galveston, TX;

2. Tuesday, September 18, 2012, 6
p.m. to 8 p.m., Madeira Beach, FL; and

3. Wednesday, September 19, 2012, 6
p-m. to 8 p.m., Panama City, FL.
ADDRESSES: The workshop locations are:

1. Galveston—Holiday Inn, 5002
Seawall Boulevard, Galveston, TX;

2. Madeira Beach—City of Madeira
Beach, 300 Municipal Drive, Madeira
Beach, FL; and

3. Panama City—Courtyard Marriott,
905 East 23rd Place, Panama City, FL.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
NMFS, Southeast Regional Office, IFQ
Customer Service, phone: 866—425—
7627; email: SER-
IFQ.Support@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
primary purpose of these workshops is
to discuss potential changes to Gulf of
Mexico IFQ programs. The red snapper
IFQ program was implemented in 2007
and the grouper-tilefish IFQQ program
was implemented in 2010. During this
time frame, NMFS has received input
and comments from fishermen, dealers,
and state and Federal law enforcement
agents on potential administrative
changes to the IFQQ program.
Additionally, price reporting problems
associated with submission of ex-vessel,
share, and allocation price data are
hindering NMFS from fully evaluating
the economic effects of the IFQ program.
NMEFS is seeking input from fishermen,
dealers, and other constituents on ways
to improve price reporting. NMFS is
also seeking input on procedural
changes to landing notifications,
landing transactions, offloading
requirements, and other measures
intended to enhance IFQ enforcement.
No management actions will be decided
at the workshops. Constituents will be
asked to provide recommendations for
further consideration by NMFS.

Special Accomodations

This meeting is physically accessible
by people with disabilities. Requests for
information packets or other auxiliary
equipment should be made at least 5
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