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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NOMINATION AND DESIGNATION OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

MEMBERS AND APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF STATE AUTHORITY 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0314 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for extension of a current information collection. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This submission contains five information collection requirements associated with 
implementation of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act): 
 
(a) Principal State Officials and Their Designees.  Section 302(b)(1)(A) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act requires that each Governor designate the principal state fishery official 
that will perform certain duties under the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  The information submitted 
with the designation allows the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to determine whether 
the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act are being met in terms of the responsibilities and 
expertise of the individual named, and to ensure that the person named is a full-time State 
employee. 
 
(b) Governors' Nominees for Council Appointments.  Section 302(b)(2)(C) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act requires Governors to nominate people to serve as members of the 
Councils.  Information is needed to determine the qualifications of individuals and to meet other 
requirements under the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
 
(c) Treaty Indian Tribal Governments' Nominees for Council Appointments.  Section 302(b)(5) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act requires tribal governments of Indian tribes with Federally-
recognized fishing rights in California, Oregon, Washington or Idaho to nominate representatives 
to serve on the Pacific Fishery Management Council.  Information is needed to determine the 
qualifications of individuals and to meet other requirements under the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
 
(d) Background Documents Completed by Nominees and Submitted to Governors or Treaty 
Indian Tribal Government.  Nominees must furnish a current resume, or equivalent, describing 
career history and other such information as required in order to be considered as a candidate by 
the Governor or Treaty Indian Tribal Government.  
 
(e) Application for Reinstatement of State Authority.  Section 306(b)(2) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act allows states to apply for reinstatement of their authority to manage a 
fishery after the Secretary has assumed the responsibility for that fishery.  In its application for 
reinstatement of its authority, the state must provide information documenting why the reasons 
causing the Secretary to assume that authority no longer prevail. 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
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2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
(a) Principal State Officials and Their Designees.  The information is used by the Secretary of 
Commerce (Secretary) to appoint state officials as voting members of Councils under Section 
302(b)(1)(A) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  The Secretary seeks, on an annual basis, 
information about the expertise, employment, and responsibilities of the Governors' designees to 
meet the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  The information has been collected and 
used in the Council appointment process since 1977. 
 
(b) Governors' Nominees for Council Employments.  The information is used by the Secretary to 
annually appoint members to the Councils.  One third of the Councils' membership is appointed 
by the Secretary annually.  The information submitted helps the Secretary ensure that the 
candidates are properly qualified as specified in Section 302(b)(2)(B) and (C) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and to ensure that there is a balance in Council representation between 
sectors with fishery interests (e.g., commercial, environmental, and recreational interests).  This 
information has been collected and used by the Secretary in the Council appointment process 
since 1977 and in mandated reports to Congress since 1991.  Information required includes the 
following: Part 1, written statement as to why you want to be a Council member; a current 
resume, or equivalent, describing career history, detailing fisheries background and experience; 
and a statement of your guiding philosophy on the conservation and management of living 
marine resources; Part 2, Nominees must specify their personal fisheries experience and 
background, participation in a  fishing sector, and other management interests within a Council’s 
geographic area; Part 3, Nominees must meet applicable financial disclosure requirements as 
required by Section 302(j) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act prior to appointment.   
 
The requirements are listed on NOAA Form 88-195 “Statement of Financial Interests for Use by 
Voting members of, and Nominees to, the Regional Fishery Management Councils.”  In addition, 
nominees must select the appropriate block, and sign/date the cover sheet to Part 3, which 
pertains to potential participation by nominees in a National Marine Fisheries Service Incentive 
Plan Agreement (IPA); Part 4, Each nominee to, and member of, the eight Councils must certify, 
pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, if they serve as an agent of a foreign 
principal.  In addition, each nominee to, and member of, the eight Councils must certify, 
pursuant to the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, as amended, if they serve as a registered 
Federal lobbyist.  Nominees cannot be appointed to one of the eight councils if they are acting as 
an agent of a foreign principal required to register under the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 
1938, as amended, or if they are a registered Federal lobbyist pursuant to the Lobbying 
Disclosure Act of 1995, as amended. 
 
(c) Treaty Indian Tribal Governments' Nominees for Council Appointment.  Section 
302(b)(5)(B) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act requires tribal governments of Indian tribes with 
Federally-recognized fishing rights in California, Oregon, Washington or Idaho to nominate 
representatives to serve on the Pacific Fishery Management Council.  Criteria set forth for 
appointment by the Secretary, includes requirements for information on the qualifications of 
nominees, geographic area in which the tribe of the nominee is located, and the various fishing 
rights of the Indian tribes involved and judicial cases that set out how those rights are to be 
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exercised.  One appointment will be made to the Pacific Fishery Management Council every 
third year from not less than three nominees proposed by the Indian tribal governments.  The 
Indian tribal governments may act either as a group or individually in proposing nominees. 
 
(d) Background Documents completed by Nominees and Submitted to Governors or Treaty 
Indian Tribal Government.  The current resume, or equivalent, describing career history, and 
other such information as required are necessary to evaluate who is believed best qualified, 
knowledgeable, and broadly experienced to address management actions that the Council will 
consider in the upcoming future.  Nominees must meet all requirements and have a favorable 
adjudication on background checks conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
NOAA’s Office of Enforcement.  Information submitted by the Governors on their nominees 
helps the Secretary ensure that the nominees are properly qualified as specified in Section 
302(b)(2)(B) and (C) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and can be considered for possible 
appointment to one of the Regional Fishery Management Councils. 
 
(e) Application for Reinstatement of State Authority.  A state may apply, under Section 
306(b)(2), to the Secretary for reinstatement of state authority over a fishery.  The state making 
application must provide information to the Secretary to enable the Secretary to determine 
whether the reasons for which the Secretary had assumed responsibility still exist, or whether the 
Secretary should return responsibility back to the state in question.  There is no form associated 
with this collection.  There is no expectation that a state will request the Secretary to exercise this 
authority in the next three years. 
 
NOAA, NMFS, will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines.  The information will be subjected to quality control 
measures pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

NMFS has created a Web site to assist Governors and Treaty Indian Tribal Governments in 
compiling nomination lists for the annual appointments process 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/CouncilNomination.htm. 

A completed nomination kit is required for any individual seeking nomination to one of the eight 
Councils.  A fillable PDF of the application kit is available, as of 2012, for the nominees of 
Governors and Treaty Indian Tribal Governments.  The Governors and Treaty Indian Tribal 
Governments are responsible for gathering completed nomination information and application 
kits from their nominees and submitting to NMFS via overnight mail (this is to ensure receipt of 
the packages on or before the March 15th deadline.  It also helps us track a package if it is lost or 
arrives late).  The use of electronic submission of responses is not possible, and the results of the 
information collected will not be made available to the public over the internet.  Use of 
automated technology has not been deemed to offer the opportunity to substantially reduce 
collection-of-information burden on the respondents. 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/CouncilNomination.htm
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4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The NMFS is the sole organization collecting nomination information for the Secretary and 
administering the appointment process.  The NMFS is also the sole organization charged with 
the regulation of fisheries in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone.  Thus there is no possible 
duplication of other collections. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The respondents for collections listed in Question 2, sub-paragraphs 2(a), 2(b), and 2(e) above 
are state governments, not small entities.  The respondents for the collection listed in 
sub-paragraph 2(c) above are Indian tribal governments.  The burden is considered not to be 
significant and has been further reduced from the information collection burden placed on the 
state governments in the following ways: 
 
(a) The nomination process and information collection takes place only every third year for one 
Council member's seat on the Pacific Fishery Management Council. 
 
(b) Participation in the nomination process by the 27 Indian tribes is at the discretion of the 
individual tribal governments. 
 
(c) The tribal governments have the option of combining to nominate qualified persons in order 
to further reduce the burden on any one tribal government. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Congress has mandated the program activities and the frequency of reporting requirements in the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that Notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice was published on July 15, 2015 (80 FR 41485).  No comments were 
received.   
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Each year we interact with the state fisheries management representatives and governors' offices 
on the accuracy of the burden estimates, clarity of information and the collection method.  This 
information is collected as part of the appointment process and is via phone conversations and e-
mail.  We do make changes to the Web site and forms as a result of the feedback received from 
these offices and the nominees. 

We received a comment from William Tweit, who works for the Washington State Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Services: He stated that “ the estimate of 80 hours per Council nomination is 
reasonable if that is intended to be the summed total of all the WDFW and Governor’s office 
staff time, as well as the individual candidate’s time.  Frequency of collection is consistent with 
the MSA requirements.  The instructions are clear as regards to record keeping, disclosure and 
reporting format.  To the best of my understanding the data elements are consistent with the 
requirements of the MSA.” 

We received another comment from Michelle Duval, Executive Assistant for Councils, N.C. 
Division of Marine Fisheries: She stated that they have no comments on the frequency of 
collection, the data elements, format, disclosure, etc. as they all appear to be reasonable.  
Regarding the estimated accuracy of the reporting burden (in terms of hours spent), that also 
appears to be reasonable based on their experience. 

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payment or gift will be made for responses. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
There is no confidentiality promised. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The estimated burden is 4,607 hours.  
 
(a) Principal State Officials and Their Designees: 
 

15 Governors x 1 response (1 nomination/year x 1 hour/response = 15 hours 
 

Estimated labor cost: 15 hours x $65/hour (average Governor's pay/hour) = $975 
 
(b) Governors' Nominees for Council Appointments: 
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1 nomination package of 3 nominees x 30 Governors x 80 hours per package per year = 
2,400 hours.  

 
Estimated labor cost: 2,400 x $65/hour (average Governors pay/hour) = $156,000 

 
(c) Indian Tribal Governments' Nominees for Council Appointments: 
 

9 tribal governments x 1 response (3 nominations)/year x 80 hours/response = 720 hours 
 

Estimated labor cost: 720 hours x $47/hour (average senior tribal government official 
pay/hour) = $33,840. 

 
 (d) Background Documents Completed by Nominees and submitted to Governors:  

 
92* Nominees x 16 hours per year = 1,472 
 
Estimated cost: 1,472 x $25.00 (average nominee=s pay/hour.) = $36,800 

 
(e) Applications for Reinstatement of State Authority (none has been submitted to date): 
 

0 respondents x 2 hours/response = 0 hours 
 
*Based on actual nominees accepting nominations in past three years, annualized. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Public costs for this collection include copying and mailing.   
 
At an estimated $27.60 for copying costs (3 pages per resume x $.10) for 92 nominees’ 
background documents, 
 
$115.00 for mailing 92 responses by nominees ($1.25 per mailing), and 
 
$607.50 for mailing 54 response ($11.25 each) by Principal state officials/designees, Governors, 
and Treaty Indian Tribal Government 
 
Total Cost = $750.10. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government are: 
 

(a) Principal State Officials and Their Designees: 
GS-15 ($55/hour) x   40 hours = $ 2,200 
GS-11 ($35/hour) x   20 hours = $    700 
GS-11 ($35/hour) x   20 hours = $    700 
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GS-08 ($25/hour) x   20 hours = $    500 
$ 4,100 

 
(b) Governors' Nominees for Council Appointment: 

 
GS-15 ($55/hour) x   80 hours = $   4,400 
GS-11 ($35/hour) x 560 hours = $ 19,600 
GS-11 ($35/hour) x 560 hours = $ 19,600 
GS-08 ($25/hour) x 160 hours = $   4,000 

 $ 47,600 
 

(c) Indian Tribal Governments' Nominees for Council Appointment: 
 

GS-15 ($55/hour) x    80 hours = $  4,400 
GS-11 ($35/hour) x  160 hours = $  5,600 
GS-11 ($35/hour) x  160 hours = $  5,600 
GS-08 ($25/hour) x    80 hours = $  2,000 

 $17,600 
 

(d) Applications for Reinstatement of State Authority 
 

0 cost estimated. 
 
Total: Estimated Federal cost: $69,300. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no changes or adjustments. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The collection results will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
No forms will be involved.  The requirements are described in the regulations governing 
appointments to, and procedures for, the Councils. The instructions are also on the Web site (link 
in Question 3). 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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  Home

  Vacancies
   Nomination Application Kit
  State/Tribal Guidance
  Related Documents
  Contact Us

 

 

 Nomination Application Kit  

 
  The Nomination Application Kit is made up of four separate forms, listed below, as well as an Instruction sheet

 for general guidance in completing each form.

Each form is an Adobe .pdf file which can be downloaded and filled-out online, or printed and

 completed by hand. Please download and save the .pdf forms to your computer before

 entering your data.

  - OR -

Click each file to download either the State or Tribal Instructions and each individual

 Application Part.

-OR-

Application  


Acknowledgement Statement, Resume, Philosophy Statement

Fisheries Experience 


Personal Fisheries Experience Form

Financial Disclosure  


Statement of Financial Interests Form (NOAA Form 88-195) and National Marine

 Fisheries Service Intergovernmental Personnel Agreement (IPA)

Certification of Status Statement 


Statement certifying status as an agent of a foreign principal or Federal Lobbyist

   

 

 Questions?

 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/CouncilNomination.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/vacancies.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/guidance.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/relateddocs.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/contact.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/management/councils/index.html
http://www.noaa.gov/index.html
http://www.noaa.gov/index.html
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_All_2015.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Instructions_State_2015.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Instructions_Tribal_2015.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part1.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part1.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part2.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part2.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part3.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part3.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part4.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/Nominations/Nominationkit_Part4.pdf
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Contact the NMFS Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Regulatory Services Division
 at (301) 427-8505, or email Council.Appointments@noaa.gov.

     

mailto:Council.Appointments@noaa.gov
http://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.commerce.gov/


             
      

Regional Fishery Management Councils 
Nomination Application Kit Guidance 

   
Please read the guidance and review each form prior to completing the Nomination Application 
Kit.  You are ineligible for appointment consideration if all qualifications and nomination 
requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and other related requirements are not met within 
these forms.  Contact your Governor (or Governor’s contact) if you have questions regarding the 
completion of the Nomination Application Kit. 
 
Regional Fishery Management Council Residency Policies 
A state resident is an individual who maintains his/her principal residence within that state, and if 
applicable, pays income taxes to that state and/or other appropriate jurisdiction within that state. 
 
Obligatory Seats 
Obligatory seats are state-specific.  Prior to submitting nominations, a Governor must determine 
if each nominee is a resident of that state.  Governors may not nominate a non-resident of that 
state for appointment to a Council seat obligated to that state.  If at any time during a term an 
appointee changes residency to another state, the member must resign from that obligatory seat. 
 
At-Large Seats 
At-large seats are regional.  Governors may nominate residents of another Regional Fishery 
Management Council constituent state for appointment to an available at-large seat on that 
Council.  However, if an at-large Council member changes residency to a state not represented 
on the Council on which he/she was a member, the member may no longer vote and must resign 
his/her at-large seat. 
 
Criteria 
Nominees, by reason of their occupational or other experience, scientific expertise, or training, 
must be knowledgeable and experienced in one or more of the following ways related to the 
fishery resources of the geographical area of concern to the Council: 
 

1) Commercial fishing, aquaculture, or the processing or marketing of fish, fish 
products, or fishing equipment; 

 
2) Fishing for pleasure, relaxation, or consumption, or experience in any business 

supporting fishing; 
 

3) Leadership in a state, regional, or national organization whose members 
participate in a fishery in the Council’s area of authority; 

 
4) The management and conservation of natural resources, including related 

interactions with industry, government bodies, academic institutions, and public 
agencies. 
 

1 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reg_svcs/Councils/2011Nomination/new/MSA.pdf


5) Representing consumers of fish or fish products through participation in local, 
state, or national organizations, or performing other activities specifically related 
to the education or protection of consumers of marine resources; and 

 
6) Teaching, journalism, writing, consulting, practicing law, or researching matters 

related to fisheries, fishery management, and marine resource conservation. 
 
Equally important is the stewardship responsibilities and the appointment of individuals who can 
work collectively with other members to achieve the conservation standards under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act.  
   
Completing the Nomination Application Kit 
The Nomination Application Kit contains Parts 1-4 described below.  Please review each form 
prior to completing.  You are ineligible for appointment consideration if all qualification and 
nomination requirements of Section 302 of the Magnuson-Stevens Act  and other related 
requirements at 50 CFR 600.215 are not met within these forms.  Contact your Governor (or 
Governor’s contact) if you have questions regarding the completion of the Nomination 
Application Kit.   
 
⁭Part 1: Acknowledgement Statement, Resume, Philosophy Statement 
You must provide a written statement as to why you want to be a Council member; a current 
resume, or equivalent, describing career history, detailing fisheries background and experience; 
and a statement of your guiding philosophy on the conservation and management of living 
marine resources. 
 
⁭Part 2:  Personal Fisheries Experience Form  
Nominees must specify their personal fisheries experience and background, participation in a 
fishing sector, and other management interests within a Council’s geographic area. 
 
⁭Part 3:  Statement of Financial Interests Form (NOAA Form 88-195) and National Marine 
Fisheries Service Intergovernmental Personnel Agreement (IPA) 
Nominees must meet applicable financial disclosure requirements as required by Section 302(j) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act prior to appointment.  The requirements are listed on NOAA Form 
88-195 “Statement of Financial Interests for Use by Voting members of, and Nominees to, the 
Regional Fishery Management Councils.”  In addition, nominees must select the appropriate 
block, and sign/date the cover sheet to Part 3, which pertains to potential participation by 
nominees in a National Marine Fisheries Service IPA. 
 
⁭Part 4:  Certification of Status Statement 
Each nominee to, and member of, the eight Councils must certify, pursuant to the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act of 1938, if they serve as an agent of a foreign principal.  In addition, each 
nominee to, and member of, the eight Councils must certify, pursuant to the Lobbying Disclosure 
Act of 1995, as amended, if they serve as a registered Federal lobbyist.  Nominees cannot be 
appointed to one of the eight councils if they are acting as an agent of a foreign principal 
required to register under the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended.  They also 
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must disclose whether they are a registered Federal lobbyist pursuant to the Lobbying Disclosure 
Act of 1995, as amended. 
 
Timely Submission 
Please make sure you have completed (sign and date where applicable) Parts 1-4 of the 
Nomination Application Kit.  Print the completed and return to your Governor (or Governor’s 
contact).  Completed nomination packages (Governor’s letter and completed nominees’ kits) 
must be received by the NOAA Assistant Administrator for Fisheries on or before March 15. 

 
Appointment 
A Council member’s appointment is conditional until such time as the member’s background 
investigation has been favorably adjudicated.  If you are appointed, you must undergo an 
extensive background investigation and complete other administrative requirements of the 
appointment process.  Failure to disclose any past criminal history would be grounds for an 
unfavorable background investigation.  Newly appointed members are required to complete a 
training course typically scheduled in October. 
   
 
 
   

3 
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the primary vessel the permit is used 
on, changing the wording in the 
instructions for the box describing the 
deposited material to include the ‘‘type 
and specific geographic origin’’ of the 
material, and adding a yes/no check box 
for whether a sample of the deposit 
material has been provided to NMFS. 

Also, this revision removes the 
responses, time and cost burden 
associated with the South Atlantic rock 
shrimp VMS requirement and transfers 
those responses, time and cost burden to 
the OMB Control No. 0648–0544 
information collection. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Frequency: Annually and on occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 

Dated: July 9, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–17326 Filed 7–14–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE048 

North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meetings. 

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) 
Electronic Monitoring Workgroup 
(EMWG) will meet in Anchorage, AK. 
DATES: The meetings will be held July 
30–31st, 2015, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at 
the Coast International Inn, 3450 
Aviation Avenue, Anchorage, AK. 

Council address: North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, 605 W. 
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK 
99501–2252. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Diana Evans, Council staff; phone: (907) 
271–2809. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
agenda will include: (a) Discussion of 
2015 research results; (b) discussion of 
the draft 2016 EM pre-implementation 
proposal; (c) update on budget; (d) 
discussion of EM research on pot cod 
vessels; (e) any other business. The 
Agenda is subject to change, and the 
latest version will be posted at http://
www.npfmc.org/. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Shannon Gleason 
at (907) 271–2809 at least 7 working 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: July 10, 2015. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–17344 Filed 7–14–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XR52 

Marine Mammals; File No. 14534 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit 
amendment. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
NOAA’s Office of Science and 
Technology, Silver Spring, MD, 
(Brandon Southall, Ph.D.—Principal 
Investigator) has been issued a minor 
amendment to Scientific Research 
Permit No. 14534–02. 
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Courtney Smith or Howard Goldstein, 
(301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
requested amendment has been granted 
under the authority of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and 
the regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 

1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), and the regulations governing 
the taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR parts 222 through 226). 

The original permit (No. 14534), 
issued on July 2, 2010 (75 FR 39665) 
through June 30, 2015 authorized 
research on a variety of marine 
mammals, and involves temporarily 
attaching individual recording tags to 
measure vocalization, diving and other 
behaviors, and physiological parameters 
before, during, and after carefully 
controlled exposures of sound in 
conventional playback experiments. The 
research is focused in the waters within 
the U.S. Navy’s Southern California 
Range Complex, and primarily near the 
vicinity of San Clemente Island. A 
minor amendment to the permit (No. 
14534–01) was issued on August 30, 
2010 to combine long-beaked common 
dolphins and short-beaked common 
dolphins into a single ‘‘unidentified 
common dolphin’’ category for takes by 
harassment incidental to the playbacks. 

A second, major amendment (No. 
14534–02) was issued on May 14, 2012 
(77 FR 33199) that added endangered 
humpback whales (Megaptera 
novaengliae) as an additional focal 
species for tagging and intentional 
exposure to sound playbacks with 
associated behavioral observations. The 
amendment also increased the number 
of non-ESA listed minke whales 
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata) and killer 
whales (Orcinus orca) that may be 
harassed annually. 

The current minor amendment (No. 
14534–03) extends the duration of the 
permit through June 30, 2016, but does 
not change any other terms or 
conditions of the permit. 

Dated: July 9, 2015. 
Julia Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–17349 Filed 7–14–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Designation of 
Fishery Management Council Members 
and Application for Reinstatement of 
State Authority 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 
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1 The Privacy Blueprint is available at http://
www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/privacy- 
final.pdf. 

2 Id. 
3 NTIA, Facial Recognition Technology, http://

www.ntia.doc.gov/other-publication/2013/privacy- 
multistakeholder-process-facial-recognition- 
technology. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 14, 
2015. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Tracey Thompson, (301) 
427–8505 or Tracey.Thompson@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for an extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act), as amended in 
1996, provides for the nomination for 
members of Fishery Management 
Councils by state governors and Indian 
treaty tribes, for the designation of a 
principal state fishery official who will 
perform duties under the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act, and for a request by a state 
for reinstatement of state authority over 
a managed fishery. Nominees for 
council membership must provide the 
governor or tribe with background 
documentation, which is then submitted 
to NOAA with the nomination. The 
information submitted with these 
actions will be used to ensure that the 
requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act are being met. 

II. Method of Collection 

State governors and Indian treaty 
tribes submit written nominations to the 
Secretary of Commerce, together with 
recommendations and statements of 
candidates’ qualifications. Designations 
of state officials and requests for 
reinstatement of state authority are also 
made in writing in response to 
regulations. No forms are used. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0314. 
Form Number(s): None. 

Type of Review: Regular submission 
(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: State, Local or Tribal 
government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
275. 

Estimated Time per Response: 1 hour 
to designate a principal state fishery 
official(s) or for a request to reinstate 
authority; 80 hours for a nomination for 
a Council appointment; 16 hours for 
background documentation for 
nominees. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 4,607. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $795 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: July 9, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–17327 Filed 7–14–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration 

Multistakeholder Process To Develop 
Consumer Data Privacy Code of 
Conduct Concerning Facial 
Recognition Technology 

AGENCY: National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of open meeting. 

SUMMARY: The National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) will convene a 

meeting of a privacy multistakeholder 
process concerning the commercial use 
of facial recognition technology on July 
28, 2015. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on July 
28, 2015 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Eastern Time. See Supplementary 
Information for details. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in 
the Boardroom at the American Institute 
of Architects, 1735 New York Avenue 
NW., Washington, DC 20006. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
Verdi, National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 1401 
Constitution Avenue NW., Room 4725, 
Washington, DC 20230; telephone (202) 
482–8238; email jverdi@ntia.doc.gov. 
Please direct media inquiries to NTIA’s 
Office of Public Affairs, (202) 482–7002; 
email press@ntia.doc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background: On February 23, 2012, 
the White House released Consumer 
Data Privacy in a Networked World: A 
Framework for Protecting Privacy and 
Promoting Innovation in the Global 
Digital Economy (the ‘‘Privacy 
Blueprint’’).1 The Privacy Blueprint 
directs NTIA to convene 
multistakeholder processes to develop 
legally enforceable codes of conduct 
that specify how the Consumer Privacy 
Bill of Rights applies in specific 
business contexts.2 On December 3, 
2013, NTIA announced that it would 
convene a multistakeholder process 
with the goal of developing a code of 
conduct to protect consumers’ privacy 
and promote trust regarding facial 
recognition technology in the 
commercial context.3 On February 6, 
2014, NTIA convened the first meeting 
of the multistakeholder process, 
followed by additional meetings 
through June 2015. 

Matters to Be Considered: The July 28, 
2015 meeting is a continuation of a 
series of NTIA-convened 
multistakeholder discussions 
concerning facial recognition 
technology. Stakeholders will engage in 
an open, transparent, consensus-driven 
process to develop a code of conduct 
regarding facial recognition technology. 
The July 28, 2015 meeting will build on 
stakeholders’ previous work. More 
information about stakeholders’ work is 
available at: http://www.ntia.doc.gov/
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