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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any

additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0309
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
(o Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection

c. [ 1] Extension of a currently approved collection 5. Small entities
. ) . Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

6. Requested expiration date

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number a. [| I] Three years from approval date b.[ ] Other Specify:

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

7. Title ScientificResearchixemptedrishing,andExemptededucationalActivity Submissions

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords Fish, Fishing,Fishery,FishingVessels

10. Abstract

The Magnuson-SteverisheryConservatiorandManagemen#ct (MSA) andits regulationgdo not generallyaffectscientificresearch
activitiesconductedy ascientificresearctvessel Personglanningto conductsuchresearctareencouragetio submita scientific
researclplanto ensurehatthe activitiesareconsideredesearctandnotfishing. Theresearcherarerequestedo submitreportsof their
scientificresearchactivity afterits completion.The NationalMarine FisheriesService(NMFS) may alsograntexemptiondrom fishery
regulationdor educationabr otheractivities(e.g.,usingnon-regulatiorgear).The applicationdor theseexemptionanustbe submitted,
aswell asreportson activities.Eligible researcheren boardfederallypermittedfishing vesselghatplanto temporarilyposseséish in a
mannemot compliantwith applicablefishing regulationgor the purposeof collectingscientificdataon catchmay submitarequesfor a
temporarypossessiofetterof authorizationTheresearcherarerequestedo submitreportsof their scientificresearclactivity afterits

completion.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a._X Individuals or households d.___ Farms

b. _P_Business or other for-profite. _X _Federal Government

c. _X_ Not-for-profit institutions  f. _X State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 143
b. Total annual responses 286
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 7,753
d. Current OMB inventory 6,073
e. Difference 1,680

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment 1,680

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of

dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

o|o| o o|o

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. X Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f._X Research

c. ___ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure
c. [ ] Reporting
1. 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ ] Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5.[ ] Semi-annually 6. [t 1] Annually.
7. 1Biennially 8. [ 1] Other (describe) __Permitrequirements

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: JasorBlackburn
Phone: (301)427-8555

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signed by Alan Risenhoover, Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries 6/19/2015

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

B RA BSO N SA RAH . 'I 3 Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,

=71 oo __ 0u=OTHER, cn=BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, EXEMPTED FISHING, AND EXEMPTED EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITY SUBMISSIONS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0309
This request is for extension of a current information collection.

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

a. Scientific research plan. The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) (MSA), as amended in 2006, authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to
conserve and manage fishery resources in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) by regulating
“fishing.” Most such regulatory functions have been delegated to the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS). Section 3 of the MSA, defines “fishing” as the catching, taking, or harvesting
of fish; the attempted catching, taking, or harvesting of fish; any other activity that can
reasonably be expected to result in the catching, taking, or harvesting of fish; or any other
operations at sea in support of, or in preparation for, any of the aforementioned activities. “Fish”
includes finfish, mollusks, crustaceans, and all other forms of marine life other than marine
mammals and birds.

Excluded expressly from the definition of fishing, and therefore from the MSA purview, is
“scientific research activity which is conducted by a scientific research vessel.” The MSA does
not, however, define “scientific research activity” or “scientific research vessel.” NMFS defines
“scientific research activity” and “scientific research vessel” based on review of a research plan,
in order to reduce the potential for abuse by using the exemption to obtain marketable fish
outside of established fishing seasons or areas, or to otherwise avoid applicable regulations. An
accepted convention of any bona fide scientific research project is the advance preparation of a
written research plan that guides the conduct of the research. NMFS requests the voluntary
submission of a scientific research plan, which is acknowledged by a letter of acknowledgment
(LOA) from the appropriate NMFS official, to establish a basis for a presumption that an activity
in the EEZ is scientific research, and unregulated, as opposed to regulated fishing. Enforcement
officers may verify activities outside the research plan or by a vessel without an LOA on site.
Researchers following the recommendations of the regulations for scientific research vessels at
50 CFR 600.745 may also avoid occasional confusion and delay caused when a research vessel
conducting unannounced research in the EEZ is boarded by enforcement officers to determine
whether the vessel is fishing illegally. The determination of an activity as scientific research
requires an acceptable standard of reference for researchers and regulators.

The regulations at 50 CFR 600.745(c) request (but do not require) that the researcher provide a
copy of any cruise report or publication related to the research to help determine the amount of
catch. The amount of fish taken in scientific research is of increasing importance. Because these
fish are taken outside the regulatory regime, these catches are not considered as part of any quota,
harvest guideline, days-at-sea, or other allocation scheme. However, it is important, especially in



http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b60892af1a7d3d434485f6fcb00ffbcb&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:10.0.1.1.1.8.1.9&idno=50

the case of overfished and/or rebuilding stocks, to take the research catch into account as part of
the mortality in the fishery. This mortality can then be used as part of the inputs in determining
the status of the fishery and the allowable catch in the fishery, as well as determining the
cumulative effects of research on the fishery for purposes of analysis under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

b. Exempted fishing and exempted educational activities. Section 301 of the MSA sets out
national standards for fishery management plans and regulations. Standard one requires that
“Conservation and management measures shall prevent overfishing while achieving, on a
continuing basis, the optimum yield from each fishery...” To comply with this standard and
effectively manage a fishery, NMFS needs to know the amount and species of fish caught, where
caught, and the catch disposition. Exempted fishing, by definition, is fishing outside of the
standard regulations. To control this fishing and determine the extent of this fishing, NMFS
needs information to determine the justification of granting an exempted fishing permit (EFP) or
exempted educational activity authorization (EEAA), and documentation of catches landed as a
result of granting the permit/authorization. A NMFS Regional Administrator or Director may
authorize, for limited testing, public display, data collection, exploratory fishing, compensation
fishing, conservation engineering, health and safety surveys, environmental cleanup, and/or
hazard removal purposes, the target or incidental harvest of species managed under an FMP or
fishery regulations that would otherwise be prohibited. These regulations at 50 CFR 600.745(b)
supplement existing information collections required by the various fishery management plans
establishing minimum standards for these activities. The regulations dealing with specific
fisheries may impose additional requirements.

c. Temporary possession. Eligible researchers on board federally permitted fishing vessels that
plan to temporarily possess fish in a manner not compliant with applicable fishing regulations for
the purpose of collecting scientific data on catch may submit a request for a temporary possession
letter of authorization. The researchers are requested to submit reports of their scientific research
activity after its completion. The regulations at 50 CFR 648.12(d) have similar information
collection requirements to scientific research LOAs.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

a. Scientific Research Plan. NMFS Regions, Fishery Science Centers, and NMFS and Coast
Guard enforcement use information obtained from voluntarily submitted research plans and
subsequent reports in monitoring such activities to ensure they are bona fide scientific research
activities. NMFS reviews each scientific research plan submitted to establish that the sponsoring
organization and personnel involved are recognized scientific investigators, that the specific
project contemplated appears to be scientific research and not fishing, and that the vessel or
vessels to be used are or will be used exclusively for research for the duration of the scientific
research cruise. The information collected, which is likely to include confidential research catch
statistics and proprietary research information, will not be disseminated to the public except in
aggregate as part of the total mortality in the fishery. Total mortality is part of a routine NMFS


http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/regs/nepa/nepaeqia.htm
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=537b546033fd332b50dccb987fa7e2c6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:10.0.1.1.1.8.1.9&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=537b546033fd332b50dccb987fa7e2c6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:10.0.1.1.6.1.1.12&idno=50

determination of the status of the effected stocks and is subject to quality control measures and a
pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554 whenever conducted.
NMFS also uses any reports or articles, voluntarily submitted, to confirm that the activities
conducted were scientific research, and to consider the appropriateness of acknowledging future
requests.

b. Exempted fishing and exempted educational activities. Regulations at 50 CFR
600.745(b)(2) and (d)(2) identify the information that an applicant must submit to receive an EFP
or EEAA. This information includes:

(i). The date of the application.
(if). The applicant’s name, mailing address, and telephone number.

(iii). A statement of the purposes and goals of the exempted fishery for which an EFP/EEAA
is needed, including justification for issuance of the EFP/EEAA. For EEAA, evidence the
sponsoring institution is a valid educational institution.

(iv). For each vessel to be covered by the EFP/EEAA, as soon as the information is available
and before operations begin under the EFP:

(@) A copy of the United States Coast Guard (USCG) documentation, state license, or
registration of each vessel, or the information contained on the appropriate document.

(b) The current name, address, and telephone number of the owner and master, if not
included on the document provided for the vessel.

(v). The species (target and incidental) expected to be harvested under the EFP, the amount(s)
of such harvest necessary to conduct the exempted fishing, the arrangements for disposition
of all regulated species harvested under the EFP, and any anticipated impacts on marine
mammals or endangered species. Note: Since the last renewal request for this collection, we
have begun requiring an explanation in detail of any anticipated impacts, rather than a “yes”
or “no” and a simple explanation. See (viii) for authorization.

(vi). For each vessel covered by the EFP, the approximate time(s) and place(s) fishing will
take place, and the type, size, and amount of gear to be used.

(vii). The signature of the applicant.

(viii). The Regional Administrator or Director, as appropriate, may request from an applicant
additional information necessary to make the determinations required under this section.
NMFES Regions, and NMFS and USCG enforcement use EFP and EEAA applications to
identify the entities and vessels involved and ensure the applicant carries out activities within
the restraints of the permit.


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=537b546033fd332b50dccb987fa7e2c6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:10.0.1.1.1.8.1.9&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=537b546033fd332b50dccb987fa7e2c6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:10.0.1.1.1.8.1.9&idno=50

NMFS Regions, Regional Fishery Management Councils, Fishery Science Centers, and NMFS
and USCG enforcement use the EFP application statement of purpose and goals in evaluating
proposals to determine their usefulness to the overall goals of the applicable fishery management
plan and for issuance of permits, and evaluate them comparatively with other applicants for the
same fishery.

NMFS evaluates EEAA applications to confirm their educational value and determine their
usefulness to the overall goals of the applicable fishery management plan and for issuance of
permits.

NMFS Regions use the species (including marine mammals and endangered species) and
amounts to be caught, the time and location of the projected catch, and any additional
information requested to be provided to analyze the impact of the activity on the fishery stocks,
endangered species, marine mammals and cumulative effects on the environment for the
purposes of compliance with NEPA. NMFS has required more detailed information as EFPs
have become more numerous and complex, with greater associated impacts on the fisheries and
other parts of the environment.

NMFS Regions, Centers, and enforcement use exempted fishing and exempted educational
activity reports to ensure activities are carried out as described in the permit, document the catch
for inclusion in the total catch, and consider the permittee for future permits.

NMFS anticipates that the information collected, which is likely to include confidential fish catch
statistics and proprietary fishing practice and strategy information, will not be disseminated to the
public unless specifically authorized as part of the EFP or EEAA. If NMFS makes public non-

confidential information, then prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality
control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

c. Temporary possession. The regulations at 50 CFR 648.12(d)(3) have similar information
collection requirements to scientific research plans (as outlined above).

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

This collection involves no use of forms, but copies of the relevant regulations with the
application requirements can be found on the Internet at the links listed above.
Documents may be submitted via e-mail.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

To the extent that scientific research organizations are required to submit scientific research plans
to the sponsor(s) of their research, those same plans would be acceptable for the purposes of this
information collection. Copies of any scientific cruise report or research documentation required
to be submitted by a scientific research organization would be acceptable as a voluntary report
for the purposes of this collection. The requirements for an EFP or EEAA and associated reports

4


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b60892af1a7d3d434485f6fcb00ffbcb&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:10.0.1.1.6.1.1.12&idno=50

are the minimum requirements. The EFP or EEAA may have additional requirements as
specified by the regulations of the fishery in which the activity is authorized. The Regional
Administrator will specify all applicable reporting requirements as part of issuing the EFP or
EEAA.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Respondents to this information collection vary from large research organizations to individual
fishermen or educators. Many respondents are categorized as small businesses or entities. These
regulations were drafted with the consideration that the typical respondent would be a small
entity, with the requirement made flexible enough that the Regional Administrator can tailor
them to the scope of the project.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

If the information requested in the scientific research plan is not obtained, enforcement of
violations of the MSA where the violator asserts he/she was conducting scientific research and
not fishing will continue to be difficult to prove. Legitimate researchers would be
inconvenienced and enforcement units would conduct needless and inappropriate boardings of
scientific research vessels whose activities are confused with fishing. If the information
requested by exempted fishing and exempted educational activity permits is not obtained, there
will be no standard way of dealing with these activities from Region to Region, there will be
more incidents of persons who believe they are conducting scientific research being

found in violation of the MSA, and the catches of some activities taking large amounts of fish
currently considered scientific research may go unrecorded, possibly contributing to overfishing.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

There are no special circumstances involved with this action.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on March 6, 2015 (80 FR 12155) solicited public comment.

One substantive comment in support of this information collection was received:



The Marine Mammal Commission (Commission) has reviewed the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Federal Register notice (80 Fed. Reg. 12155)
regarding renewal of an information collection authorization for scientific research
activities under the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA).

Collection of the specified information is necessary to ensure that scientific research,
exempted fishing, and exempted activities are subject to review prior to approval. In
addition, the procedure requires that researchers submit reports following completion of
their work. Because such scientific and exempted research can potentially shed light on
direct and indirect interactions between fisheries and marine mammals, the Commission
supports the extension of this information collection. Therefore the Commission
recommends that this proposed information collection be approved.

Response: NMFS agrees with the Commission.

In addition, comments were solicited from several members of the public, including scientists
and affected fishermen. Two comments were received.

A scientist in the Greater Atlantic Region commented: Why are permits needed for catch
sampling activities when the non-compliant catch will be discarded?

Response: The comment pertains to why an EFP is required, and not the associated reporting
requirements. An EFP is required for an exemption from a regulation, and it is not usually
specific to what is caught and discarded while fishing under the permit.

An applicant in the Greater Atlantic Region commented: In some complicated/controversial
EFPs, it can take a lot of back and forth before NMFS is able to get the information they need or
they are able to figure out how to address their issues while still supporting the research.

Response: On occasion, applications for EFPs do not contain sufficient information for the
agency to make a decision regarding the issuance of an EFP. This is most common when
applicants are requesting exemptions that are considered controversial, or raise concerns in the
agency, such as requesting an exemption to conduct activities in a closed area. In these cases, the
agency will request additional information from the applicant, and may work with the applicant
to make changes to the applicant’s plans, such as moving the activities to a less controversial
area.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

There are no payments or gifts.



10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

As stated in the applicable regulations, it is NMFS policy not to release confidential data, other
than in aggregate form, as the MSA, Section 402b, protects (in perpetuity) the confidentiality of
those submitting data. Whenever data are requested, NMFS ensures that information identifying
the pecuniary business activity of a particular vessel operator is not identified.

The national regulations include providing notice to the public for each EFP application. There is
no assurance of confidentiality in this case, because our regulations make it clear that the
application process is a public process.

11. Provide additional justification for any guestions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

NMFS recently re-surveyed all Regions and Science Centers for the annual and projected annual
number of scientific research letters of acknowledgment, exempted fishing, and exempted
educational activity authorization requests they processed. The number of respondents is now
estimated to be 143 (previously 129) with correspondingly higher responses, 286 (previously
258). The estimated number of respondents and number of responses increased. The estimated
burden hours also increased from 6,073 to 7,753. See the table below, with previous response
numbers and response times in parentheses.



2015 Annual PRA Burden Hour Estimates

Avg. Hrs. per
Total Response
Responses (2012
(2012 response Total
Number of Frequency of | responses in times in Annual
Requirement Respondents Response parentheses) | parentheses) Burden
Scientific
Research Plans 75 1 75 (66) 9 (37) 675
Scientific
Research
Reports 75 1 75 (66) 4 (3) 300
EFP Requests 65 1 65 (47) 89 (56) 5,785
EFP Reports 65 1 65 (47) 15 (15) 975
Exempted
Educational
Requests 3 1 3(16) 4 (4) 12
Exempted
Educational
Reports 3 1 3(16) 2(2) 6
Totals 143* 286 7,753

* Unduplicated respondents; the same respondents appear multiple times (applications and reports)

Estimate of annualized labor cost to respondents:
$33.63/hr. (GS-12/1 equivalent — using Rest of U.S. locality pay) x 7,753 hrs = $260,733.39

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-

keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of he burden hours in Question

12 above).

The costs for postage, envelopes, and copying are estimated at $451.88, based on the following:
$1.58 (stamps (2 @ $.0.49 = $0.98) + envelopes (1 at $0.10) + copying (10 pages at $.05 =
$0.50)) x 286 applications/reports = $451.88 (due to rounding in some ICs, total is $454 in

ROCIS).

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The estimated annual Federal cost of this information collection is $132,126, based on the

following:

Scientific research activities:




($17.06/hr (GS-6 equivalent) for letter preparation and report filing x 2.4 hrs/request = $40.94) +
($46.66/hr (GS-13/6 equivalent) for final review of LOA x 3.8 hrs/request = $177.31) = $218.25
X 75 LOAs = $16,368.75 ($16,368).

EFPs:

($23.19/hr (GS-9 equivalent) for research and analysis, permit preparation, and report filing x
66.5 hrs/application = $1,542.14) +

($46.66/hr (GS-13/6 equivalent) for final review of EFP x 4.1 hrs/application = $191.31) =
$1,733.45 x 65 EFPs = $112,674.25 ($112,674).

EEAAs:

($23.19/hr (GS-9 equivalent) for research and analysis, permit preparation, and report filing x
39.3 hrs/application = $911.37) +

($46.66/hr (GS-13/6 equivalent) for final review of EFP x 2.5 hrs/application = $116.65) =
$1028.02 x 3 EEAASs = $3,084.06 ($3,084).

Total government cost: $16,368 + $112,674 + $3,084 = $132,126.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Adjustments:

An increase in responses, plus adjusting response times, per regional feedback, resulted in a net
increase in burden hours of 1,680. An increase in postage in addition to the increased responses
resulted in a net increase of $63.88.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results of this collection will not be published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

There are no forms, therefore display of the OMB approval of the information collection is N/A.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION

26 March 2015

Ms. Jennifer Jessup (JJessup@doc.gov)
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer
Department of Commerce

Room 6616

14™ and Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

RE: Proposed Information Collection 0648-0309
Dear Ms. Jessup:

The Marine Mammal Commission (Commission) has reviewed the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Federal Register notice (80 Fed. Reg. 12155) regarding
renewal of an information collection authorization for scientific research activities under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA).

Collection of the specified information is necessary to ensure that scientific research,
exempted fishing, and exempted activities are subject to review prior to approval. In addition, the
procedure requires that researchers submit reports following completion of their work. Because such
scientific and exempted research can potentially shed light on direct and indirect interactions
between fisheries and marine mammals, the Commission supports the extension of this information
collection. Therefore the Commission recommends that this proposed information collection be

approved.
Please contact me if you need additional information to support NOAA’s request.

Sincerely,

‘//'5\% betea J ~ heak—

Rebecca J. Lent, Ph.D.
Executive Director

cc: Dr. Jason Blackburn, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, NOAA
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recommendations regarding A18. They
will potentially recommend preferred
alternatives and approval of the DEIS to
the Council. The committee will receive
an overview of the Council’s Groundfish
priorities for 2015. They will also
discuss other business as necessary.
Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
978—465-0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 2, 2015.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-05177 Filed 3—-5—15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Scientific
Research, Exempted Fishing, and
Exempted Activity Submissions

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 5, 2015.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Jason Blackburn, (301) 427—
8555 or Jason.Blackburn@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.

Fishery regulations do not generally
affect scientific research activities
conducted by a scientific research
vessel. Persons planning to conduct
such research are encouraged to submit
a scientific research plan to ensure that
the activities are considered research
and not fishing. The researchers are
requested to submit reports of their
scientific research activity after its
completion. Eligible researchers on
board federally permitted fishing vessels
that plan to temporarily possess fish in
a manner not compliant with applicable
fishing regulations for the purpose of
collecting scientific data on catch may
submit a request for a temporary
possession letter of authorization. The
researchers are requested to submit
reports of their scientific research
activity after its completion. The
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) may also grant exemptions from
fishery regulations for educational or
other activities (e.g., using non-
regulation gear). The applications for
these exemptions must be submitted, as
well as reports on activities.

I1. Method of Collection

Information may be submitted on
paper or electronically, and in some
cases by telephone.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0309.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit; individuals or households; not
for profit organizations; state, local or
tribal governments.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
143.

Estimated Time per Response:
Scientific research plans, 9 hours;
scientific research reports, 4 hours;
exempted fishing permit requests, 89
hours; exempted fishing permit reports,
15 hours; exempted educational
requests, 4 hours; exempted educational
reports, 2 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 7,753.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $452.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: March 3, 2015.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2015-05228 Filed 3-5-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Groundfish Advisory Panel to consider
actions affecting New England fisheries
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.

DATES: This meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at 9 a.m.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 363
Maine Mall Road, South Portland, ME
04106; telephone: (207) 775—6161; fax:
(207) 756-6622.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
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