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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
APPLICATION FOR COMMERCIAL FISHERIES AUTHORIZATION UNDER 

SECTION 118 OF THE MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0293 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for extension of a current information collection. 
 
The Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.; MMPA or the Act) mandates the 
protection and conservation of marine mammals. The taking of marine mammals, except under 
limited exceptions, is a violation of the Act. MMPA section 118 provides an exception to that 
prohibition for taking of marine mammals incidental to commercial fishing operations subject to 
requirements listed in that section. The owner of any fishing vessel engaged in a fishery 
identified by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as having either frequent (Category 
I) or an occasional (Category II) taking of a marine mammal must register with the Secretary of 
Commerce (as described in the MMPA) in order to obtain an authorization for taking marine 
mammals and to be legally operating in that fishery. Fishermen operating in fisheries identified 
by NMFS as having only a remote chance (Category III) to take marine mammals need not 
apply. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
The information to obtain an authorization is supplied by the vessel owner operating in a 
Category I and II fishery as mandated by Section 118 (c)(2)(A) of the MMPA. The MMPA 
states: “An authorization shall be granted by the Secretary in accordance with this section for a 
vessel engaged in a commercial fishery listed under paragraph (1)(A)(i) or (ii) upon receipt by 
the Secretary of a completed registration form providing the name of the vessel owner and 
operator, the name and description of the vessel, the fisheries in which it will be engaged, the 
approximate time, duration, and location of such fishery operations, and the general type and 
nature of use of the fishing gear and techniques used.” 
 
A valid certificate of authorization protects the vessel owner from prosecution under the MMPA 
for violation of the moratorium on taking marine mammals. The information needed to register 
or update a commercial fishery authorization is found at 50 CFR 229.4 and includes the 
following: 
 

a. Name, address, and telephone number of the owner(s) of a vessel or non-vessel gear 
and name and address of the operator if other than the owner; 

b. Name and length of the vessel, home port, United States Coast Guard (USCG) 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/mmpa.pdf
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documentation number or State registration number, State commercial license number of 
the fishing vessel which will operate under the authorization, and for a non-vessel 
fishery, a description of the gear and state commercial license number; 

c. A list of the fishery(s) in which the fisher will be engaged;  
d. Social security number and date of birth of the owner(s) of a vessel or non-vessel gear; 

and 
e. Corporation name, tax identification number and date of incorporation. 

 
Modifications to (a), (b), and (c) above must be submitted within 10 days of any change. Social 
security number or tax identification number is not mandatory. To facilitate the application 
process, NMFS has integrated the authorization application and renewal with Federal and State 
commercial fishing license application and renewal. 
 
Most of the information requested above is required by statute. NMFS determined that the home 
port and the length of the vessel were necessary information. This information is vital for the 
mandatory observer program for Category I and II fisheries. Information concerning the time, 
duration, and location of fishery operations, and the type and nature of gear is mandated by the 
MMPA. The MMPA requires NMFS to establish an observer program for Category I and II 
fisheries; therefore the home port and the size of the vessel is required because NMFS will need 
to know the location for boarding the vessel, and whether the vessel is large enough to take an 
observer. While this additional information is required only for participants in Category I and II 
fisheries, the categories are subject to change. 
 
Certain information available elsewhere may be used to assist and /or verify the information 
collection request for registrations. For example, copies of existing State fishing licenses, federal 
fishing license applications, or foreign fishing permit applications may be used for this 
information request. Not all vessel owners have an interaction problem with marine mammals. 
Therefore, short of registering all United States (U.S.) vessel owners through State licenses and 
requiring all U.S. vessel owners to send in annual reports the authorization program is the best 
alternative for keeping the burden to a minimum. 
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Fisheries will retain control 
over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, 
consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See 
response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality 
and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable 
information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to 
quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 
106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use 
of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms 
of information technology. 
 
Vessel owners can get a copy of the fillable authorization form by contacting NMFS regional 
offices. Fishermen need only to e-mail, mail, or fax in the authorization form. Authorization 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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forms must be returned to NMFS accompanied by the required registration fee, unless 
authorization is integrated with the license/permit renewal process.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Vessel owners in Category I or II fisheries are statutorily required to submit the information 
in the authorization form to lawfully take marine mammals’ incidental in fishing 
operations. The authorization is granted on an annual basis. 
 
Most states have integrated the NMFS registration process into the existing state fishery 
registration process and vessel owners in those fisheries do not need to file a separate 
federal registration.  Federal fishing permits are limited in the number of fisheries that 
are included in the system. Therefore, a single licensing system for the authorization 
was the only option available. 
 
Although NMFS has joint authority with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
Department of Interior, to manage marine mammals, the U.S. Department of Interior has not 
been authorized by statute to promulgate regulations on this matter. Therefore, USFWS has not 
established its own registration and reporting system. NMFS continues to consult with the 
USFWS on this matter and a USFWS staff person has attended task force meetings with NMFS, 
but NMFS remains responsible for the information collection process, distributing 
authorizations, and maintaining the marine mammal reporting system. 
 
Registration for a marine mammal authorization is coordinated with existing state or Federal 
fishery or vessel permit or licensing programs. Vessels owners will be notified of this 
simplified registration process when they apply for their state or Federal permit or license.  
 
For vessels in currently non-permitted fisheries, when applications are received by the regional 
Sustainable Fisheries (SF) offices, those offices notify the Protected Resources Division, so 
that they can send information on the MMAP application process to the SF applicants. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
This collection will not have a significant impact on small entities. The MMPA instructs the 
Secretary to develop, in consultation with the appropriate states, Regional Fishery Management 
Councils, and other interested parties, the means by which the granting and administration of 
authorizations shall be integrated and coordinated with existing fishery licenses, registrations, 
and related programs, to the maximum extent practicable. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Commercial fishery authorization applications are required annually as mandated by statute (16 
U.S.C. 1387 (c)(2)(A). Without the registrations, NMFS would be unable to execute its observer  
  

http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/uscode/16/31/II/1387
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/uscode/16/31/II/1387
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program and to determine the impact of U.S. commercial fisheries on marine mammal 
populations and stocks. 
 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
The collection is consistent with the guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on March 16, 2015 (80 FR 13517) solicited public comment 
on this submission.  No comments were received.  
 
Additionally, NMFS solicited comments from two non-NOAA stakeholders and received two 
comments.   
 
One comment received was from the State of Hawaii Division of Aquatic Resources that 
encouraged the Agency to efficiently issue authorizations to Category I and II fishers to reduce 
the administrative burden on fishers.  NMFS appreciates the comment. The authorization is 
mostly integrated with commercial fishing license applications and authorization applications to 
reduce the administrative burden and to issue authorizations efficiently to fishermen.   
 
The second comment came from a commercial fisherman who requested that NMFS reduce the 
number of redundant licenses and permits that fishermen have to apply for.  NMFS shares this 
concern and for the MMAP authorization certificate, we have tried to reduce the redundancy by 
integrating the registration process with the commercial fishing permit process.  All current state 
and Federal fisheries are automatically authorized when vessel owners are issued a 
license/permit.  We renew this paperwork and keep this MMAP registration form active in case a 
vessel owner participates in a fishery that is not permitted and the owner would need to register 
directly with the MMAP.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other 
than remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There is no provision to provide any payment or gift to respondents. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the form, certain information, such as Tax Identification Numbers, may be 
considered confidential/proprietary and therefore subject to data confidentiality restrictions of 50 
CFR 229.11 (MMPA regulations). 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly 
considered private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
All states have integrated the NMFS registration process into the existing state fishery 
registration process and do not need to file a separate federal registration. The annual burden 
hours for Category I & II fisheries are estimated as: 
 

New applications*: 600 vessels^ x 15 minutes/application/year = 150 hours. 
 

*As Vessel owners are expected to apply for any additional fisheries at the time of the initial application, no 
additional burden hours are warranted for multiple fishery applicants. 

 
^As registration is integrated with existing federal and state commercial fishing license/permit registration, 
separate MMAP registration is only required for non-permitted fisheries. We do not anticipate any renewals and 
decrease our response estimate from 800 to 600 accordingly. For vessels in currently non-permitted fisheries, 
when applications are received by the regional Sustainable Fisheries (SF) offices, those offices notify the 
Protected Resources Division, so that they can send information on the MMAP application process to the SF 
applicants. 

 
Total =600 responses; 150 hours. 
 
Annual labor cost = $25 x 150 = $3,750. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in 
Question 12 above). 
 
The annual cost to the Category I & II Vessel owners to apply for authorization annually is 
estimated as follows: 
 

Application fee, $25 plus postage, $.49 = $25.49 per applicant/year. 
600 applications x $25.49/application = $15,294. 

 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The fee recovers all federal processing costs.  

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=de7f191f7690ecb5fc44bfee575e7aa8&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:9.0.1.3.12.1.13.11&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=de7f191f7690ecb5fc44bfee575e7aa8&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:9.0.1.3.12.1.13.11&idno=50
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15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustments: 
 
As registration is integrated with existing federal and state commercial fishing license/permit 
registration, separate MMAP registration is only required for non-permitted fisheries. We do not 
anticipate any renewals and decrease our response estimate from 800 to 600 accordingly. Also, 
the average response time is longer, as renewals were estimated to take 9 minutes only; while 
new requests take 15 minutes. 

 
There is an adjustment to recordkeeping/reporting costs, based on postage increase. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
There are no plans to publish the results of this collection. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval 
of the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable.  
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS. 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM 
Registration Form

Regulations implementing section 118 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (50 CFR 229.4) requires the owner of a commercial fishing 
vessel engaged in a Category I or II fishery to obtain an authorization for the incidental take of marine mammals. Failure to obtain an 
authorization, or to maintain a current and valid authorization, shall subject vessel owners to the penalties of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act. If you will be participating in one of the Category I or II fisheries listed on the insert of this application that does not have 
an asterisk (*), complete the following (Participants in fisheries with asterisks (*) do not need to complete this form): 

Please PRINT LEGIBLY and in CAPITAL LETTERS, all responses in the blocks provided. See page 6 for complete instructions. 

VESSEL NAME  VESSEL STATE REG. NO. / COAST GUARD DOC. NO.      LENGTH (Ft) 

HOME PORT OF VESSEL CITY STATE            COMM. VESSEL LIC. NO. 

LAST NAME OF PRIMARY VESSEL OWNER FIRST NAME OF PRIMARY VESSEL OWNER            M.I. 

LAST NAME OF SECONDARY VESSEL OWNER FIRST NAME OF SECONDARY VESSEL OWNER            M.I. 

CORPORATE NAME (if applicable) 

DATE OF INCORPORATION (if applicable) 

MAILING ADDRESS (for business correspondence) 

CITY            STATE           ZIP  CODE 

TELEPHONE NUMBER (including area code) FAX NUMBER (including area code) 

PRIMARY VESSEL OWNER               PRIMARY VESSEL OWNER 
TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER/              DATE OF BIRTH 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

SECONDARY VESSEL OWNER SECONDARY  VESSEL OWNER 
TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER/ DATE OF BIRTH 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

This information is used to verify the identity of the applicant(s) and to accurately retrieve confidential records related to federal permits. The primary 
purpose for requesting the SSN/TIN is for the collection and reporting on any delinquent amounts arising out of such person’s relationship with the 
government pursuant to the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-134). Personal information is confidential and protected under the 
Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Business information may be disclosed to the public. 

LAST NAME OF OPERATOR (if different than owner) FIRST NAME OF OPERATOR        M.I. 

MAILING ADDRESS (for business correspondence) 

CITY            STATE           ZIP CODE 

-

TELEPHONE NUMBER (including area code) FAX NUMBER (including area code) 

    For Administrative Use Only: 

           M.O.               Check      No. ____________    Received B y:  ___________________    Date:  _________________  Certificate Issued By:   _________     Date:  ____________ 
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MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM 
Certification 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, THAT I AM THE OWNER OF THE ABOVE NAMED VESSEL 
(OR NON-VESSEL FISHING GEAR), OR THAT I AM AUTHORIZED TO REGISTER FOR THIS AUTHORIZATION ON 
BEHALF OF THE OWNER, THAT I HAVE REVIEWED ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT, AND 
THAT IT IS TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 

_________________________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Signature Date 

IF THIS REGISTRATION IS SIGNED BY A PERSON OTHER THAN THE OWNER OR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ABOVE-NAMED 
VESSEL, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING: 

LAST NAME OF REPRESENTATIVE FIRST NAME OF REPRESENTATIVE         M.I. 

ADDRESS 

CITY            STATE           ZIP CODE 

Mail this completed registration form, 
along with a check in the amount of $25.00, payable to the National Marine Fisheries Service,

to the nearest NMFS regional office. 
Office addresses can be found at: 

www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap 
(Please allow 30 days for processing) 

This collection of information is mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1387) and by implementing regulations contained at 50 CFR 229. 4. The 
information supplied on this form will be used by the National Marine Fisheries Service to approximate fishing effort in various fisheries which impact marine mammal 
populations in U. S. waters and to alert vessel owners of applicable rules and regulations regarding the incidental take of marine mammals in commercial fishing 
operations. Certain information supplied on this form may be considered proprietary and therefore subject to data confidentiality restrictions of 50 CFR Part 229.11. 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response for new applications, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910, (301) 427-8402. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a current 
and valid OMB control number. The OMB Control number for this form is 0648-0293, which expires on m/dd/2018. 

mailto:Marcia.Hobbs@noaa.gov
mailto:Teletha.Griffin@noaa.gov
mailto:.mochrie@noaa.gov
mailto:Lyle.Enriquez@noaa.gov
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MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM 
Registration Form Instructions 

VESSEL NAME: Enter the name of the vessel as it is identified for commercial fishing operations. For non-vessel 
fisheries, leave this blank. A SEPARATE REGISTRATION FORM IS REQUIRED FOR EACH VESSEL, OR EACH FIXED 
GEAR SITE FOR A NON-VESSEL FISHERY. 

LENGTH (FT): Enter the overall length of the vessel, in feet. 

HOME PORT OF VESSEL - CITY, STATE: Enter the city and state where the vessel is registered. 

VESSEL STATE REGISTRATION NO./COAST GUARD DOCUMENTATION NO.: Enter either the vessel’s state 
registration number OR Coast Guard Documentation number. One of these numbers must be provided or an 
authorization cannot be granted. In the case of non-vessel fisheries, enter the site permit or set-net license number. 

STATE COMMERCIAL VESSEL LICENSE NO.: Enter the vessel’s state commercia l fishery vessel license number, if 
applicable. In Alaska, this is the ADFG commercial fishery vessel license number. In California, this is the CDFG 
commercial fishery vessel license number. 

PRIMARY VESSEL OWNER: Enter the vessel owner’s last name, first name, and middle initial. 

SECONDARY VESSEL OWNER: If the vessel is jointly owned, enter the secondary vessel owner’s last name, first name, 
and middle initial. 

CORPORATE NAME: If the vessel is owned by a corporation, enter the full legal name of that corporation. 

DATE OF INCORPORATION: If the vessel is owned by a corporation, enter the date it was incorporated. 

MAILING ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE, TELEPHONE NUMBER: Enter the address that the vessel owner or 
corporate owner uses for business correspondence. Enter the vessel owner’s phone number, including area code. 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: If the vessel owner participates in an Alaska Fishery, enter the vessel owner’s social 
security number. 

DATE OF BIRTH: Enter the vessel owner’s date of birth. 

OPERATOR: If the operator of the vessel is different than the owner, enter the operator’s last name, first name, and 
middle initial. 

MAILING ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE, and TELEPHONE NUMBER: Enter the address that the operator of the 
vessel uses for business correspondence. Enter the vessel owner’s phone number and fax number, including area code. 

FISHERIES CHECKLIST: Check the circle corresponding to the fishery or fisheries in which you will participate during 
the next year. Registration for fisheries marked with an asterisk (*) has been integrated with existing state and Federal 
permitting and licensing programs. If you have a valid permit to participate in any of the fisheries marked with an asterisk 
(*), you are not required to submit an MMAP registration form and processing fee in order to receive a Marine Mammal 
Authorization Certificate. However, if you participate in any of the fisheries not marked with an asterisk (*), you must 
complete this form and mail it to NMFS, along with the $25 processing fee. If you will not be participating in any of the 
fisheries identified on the checklist, you do not need to fill out this registration form. 

CERTIFICATION: The vessel owner or operator must sign and date the registration form. If someone filled out the form 
other than the vessel owner or operator, enter the representative’s full name and address. 

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS: After completing the registration form, mail it, along with a check in the amount of $25, 
payable to the National Marine Fisheries Service, to the nearest NMFS regional office address. A Marine Mammal 
Authorization Program certificate or decal will be sent to you in the mail. The decal must be displayed on the port side of 
the vessel’s cabin or hull, and the certificate must be in the possession of the vessel operator while engaged in 
commercial fishing operations. 
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interests are determined by the Federal 
officials described in Paragraphs 3a(1) 
through 3a(7) to be needed on the 
respective provincial committee: Fish, 
wildlife, or forestry conservation 
organizations; special forest products 
interests, mining interests, grazing 
interests, and commercial fishing or 
charter fishing boat industry interests; 
and other interests that help achieve the 
purpose of these PACs; 

(15) Up to a total of three 
representatives from the following 
Federal agencies when the jurisdiction 
or authority of those agencies are 
determined by the Federal officials 
described in Paragraphs 3a(1)(a) through 
3a(7)(g) to be needed on the respective 
provincial committee: Bureau of 
Reclamation, United States Geological 
Survey National Biological Division, 
Forest Service Research, United States 
Army Corps of Engineers, United States 
Geological Survey, Bonneville Power 
Administration, Department of Defense, 
and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service; and 

(16) Up to a maximum of six 
representatives representing the public 
at large affected by the ROD for the 
Northwest Forest Plan and concerned 
with the management of the national 
forests in the community. 

No individual who is currently 
registered as a Federal lobbyist is 
eligible to serve as a member of the 
PAC. Members of the PAC serve without 
compensation, but may be reimbursed 
for travel expenses while performing 
duties on behalf of the PAC, subject to 
approval by the Designated Federal 
Official (DFO). 

Equal opportunity practices in 
accordance with U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) policies shall be 
followed in all appointments to the 
PACs. To ensure that the 
recommendations of the PACs have 
been taken into account, the needs of 
the diverse groups served by the 
Departments, membership should 
include, to the extent practicable, 
individuals with demonstrated ability to 
represent all racial and ethnic groups, 
women and men, and persons with 
disabilities. 

Dated: March 9, 2015. 

Gregory L. Parham, 
Assistant Secretary for Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2015–05873 Filed 3–13–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3411–15–P 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

Notice of Public Meeting of the 
Oklahoma Advisory Committee for a 
Meeting To Discuss and Vote Upon a 
Project Proposal Regarding the School 
to Prison Pipeline in Oklahoma; 
Correction 

AGENCY: U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting; Correction. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights published a document in the 
Federal Register of March 9, 2015, 
concerning a meeting of the Oklahoma 
Advisory Committee to discuss and vote 
on a project proposal regarding the 
school to prison pipeline in Oklahoma. 
The document contained incorrect times 
and phone numbers. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David Mussatt, 312–353–8311. 

Correction 

In the Federal Register of March 9, 
2015, 80 FR 12432, in the first column, 
correct the second sentence of the 
second paragraph in the ‘‘Summary’’ 
caption to read: 

This meeting is available to the public 
through the following toll-free call-in 
number: 888–811–5448, conference ID: 
7610695. 

Correction 

In the Federal Register of March 9, 
2015, 80 FR 12432, in the third column, 
correct the ‘‘Public Call Information’’ 
caption to read: 

Dial: 888–811–5448. 
Conference ID: 7610695. 

Correction 

In the Federal Register of March 9, 
2015, 80 FR 12432, in the second 
column, correct the ‘‘Agenda’’ caption 
to read: 

AGENDA 

Welcome and Introductions 

4:00 p.m. to 4:05 p.m. 
Vicki Limas, Chair 

Discussion of Proposal on School to Prison 
Pipeline in Oklahoma 

4:05 p.m. to 4:35 p.m. 
Oklahoma Advisory Committee 

Planning Next Steps 

4:35 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Adjournment 

5:00 p.m. 

Correction 

In the Federal Register of March 9, 
2015, 80 FR 12432, in the third column, 
correct the ‘‘Date’’ caption to read: 

Date: The meeting will be held on 
Friday, March 27, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. 
CST. 

Dated: March 10, 2015. 
David Mussatt, 
Chief, Regional Programs Unit. 
[FR Doc. 2015–05849 Filed 3–13–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6335–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Application for 
Commercial Fisheries Authorization 
Under Section 118 of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 15, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Lisa White, (301) 427–8494 
or Lisa.White@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
requires any commercial fisherman 
operating in Category I and II fisheries 
to register for a certificate of 
authorization that will allow the 
fisherman to take marine mammals 
incidental to commercial fishing 
operations. Category I and II fisheries 
are those identified by NOAA as having 
either frequent or occasional takings of 
marine mammals. All states have 
integrated the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) registration process into 
the existing state fishery registration 
process and vessel owners do not need 
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to file a separate federal registration. If 
applicable, vessel owners will be 
notified of this simplified registration 
process when they apply for their state 
or Federal permit or license. 

II. Method of Collection 

Fishermen have their information 
imported directly into the Marine 
Mammal Authorization Program 
(MMAP) from their state. If they do not 
have a state or Federal fishery permit or 
license, they can request an MMAP 
registration form from their regional 
NMFS office and mail in the registration 
form. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0293. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations; Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
600. 

Estimated Time per Response: Initial 
registration 15 minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 150. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $15,300 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs and application fees. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 10, 2015. 

Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–05876 Filed 3–13–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Commerce will 
submit to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
chapter 35). 

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau. 
Title: Annual Survey of Manufactures. 
OMB Control Number: 0607–0449. 
Form Number(s): MA–10000(L), MA– 

10000(S), NC–99530. 
Type of Request: Revision of a 

currently approved collection. 
Number of Respondents: 68.000. 
Average Hours per Response: 2 hours 

and 32 minutes. 
Burden Hours: 172,540. 
Needs and Uses: The Census Bureau 

has conducted the Annual Survey of 
Manufactures (ASM) since 1949 to 
provide key measures of manufacturing 
activity during intercensal periods. In 
census years ending in ‘‘2’’ and ‘‘7,’’ we 
mail and collect the ASM as part of the 
Economic Census covering the 
Manufacturing Sector. 

The ASM statistics are based on a 
survey that includes both mail and 
nonmail components. The mail portion 
of the survey consists of a probability 
sample that will be redesigned for the 
2014 ASM using a methodology similar 
to the one that was used for the 2009 
ASM. However, the industry strata for 
the 2014 ASM sample will be based on 
the 2012 North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS), which 
combines many of the six-digit codes in 
the Manufacturing Sector. For the 2009 
ASM, approximately 51,000 
manufacturing establishments were 
selected from a frame of approximately 
117,000 establishments. The frame 
contained all manufacturing 
establishments of multiunit companies 
(companies with operations at more 
than one location) and the largest single- 
location manufacturing companies 
within each industry. We expect the 
number of establishments in the 2014 
ASM sample to be about the same as the 
number in the 2009 ASM sample. The 
2009 ASM nonmail component 
contained approximately 211,000 small 
and medium-sized single-location 
companies. No data are collected from 
companies in the nonmail component. 
Data are imputed based on models that 
incorporate the administrative records 
of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
the Social Security Administration 
(SSA), and the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS). Though the nonmail 

companies account for nearly two-thirds 
of the universe, they account for less 
than 7 percent of the manufacturing 
output. 

The Census Bureau plans to revise the 
information collected in several areas of 
the MA–10000 (L). The MA–10000 (L) is 
the only form the Census Bureau plans 
to revise. The first revision is to the 
inventory section of the form, which 
covers items 9, 10 and 11 of the MA– 
10000 (L). The primary objective of the 
revision to the inventory section is to 
improve reporting and to avoid 
confusion for respondents that do not 
use the Last-In, First-Out (LIFO) method 
of valuation for inventories. In previous 
reporting cycles, reporting on these 
items were filled with errors that 
revolved around non-LIFO respondents 
reporting data in the LIFO-related items 
due to misunderstanding what was 
being requested. After research, it was 
determined that grouping all of the 
LIFO-related items together and moving 
them to the end of the inventory section 
will greatly decrease confusion for the 
large majority of respondents that do not 
use the LIFO valuation method. The 
second revision is to remove the data 
collected for depreciation, which is item 
16B of the MA–10000 (L). The removal 
of item 16B will simplify what 
respondents are required to report and 
will remove an item that does not have 
the supplemental variables that it needs 
for editing and imputation. 

This survey is an integral part of the 
Government’s statistical program. Its 
results provide a factual background for 
decision making by the executive and 
legislative branches of the Federal 
Government. Federal agencies use the 
annual survey’s input and output data 
as benchmarks for their statistical 
programs, including the Federal Reserve 
Board’s Index of Industrial Production 
and the Bureau of Economic Analysis’ 
(BEA) estimates of the gross domestic 
product. The data also provide the 
Department of Energy with primary 
information on the use of energy by the 
manufacturing sector to produce 
manufactured products. These data also 
are used as benchmark data for the 
Manufacturing Energy Consumption 
Survey, which is conducted for the 
Department of Energy by the Census 
Bureau. The Department of Commerce 
uses the exports of manufactured 
products data to measure the 
importance of exports to the 
manufacturing economy of each state. 
Within the Census Bureau, the ASM 
data are used to benchmark and 
reconcile monthly and quarterly data on 
manufacturing production and 
inventories. 
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