NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  03/07/2016

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
01/14/2016

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201601-0648-007
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Reporting Requirements for Commercial Fisheries Authorization under Section 118 of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0292

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 03/31/2019 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 200 50
New 200 50
Difference

Change due to New Statute
Change due to Agency Discretion
Change due to Agency Adjustment
Change due to PRA Violation

o O O O
o O O o

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS

o O O O
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS/PR2 a. 0648 . 0292
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [[1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [M] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [M] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [[1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:__ [/

7. Title
Act

ReportingRequirementgor CommercialFisheriesAuthorizationunderSection118 of the Marine MammalProtection

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords FisheriesFishing,Marine Mammals

10. Abstract

Reportinginjury and/ormortalitiesof marinemammalds mandatedinderSection118of the Marine MammalProtectionAct. This
informationis requiredto determingheimpactsof commerciafishing on marinemammalpopulations.This informationis alsousedto
categorizeeommerciafisheriesinto Categoryi, Il or lll. Participantsn thefirst two categoriehaveto be authorizedo takemarine
mammalswhile thosein Categonyll areexemptfrom thatrequirement.All categoriesnustreportinjuriesor mortalitiesonthe
NationalMarine FisheriesService(NMFS) Marine MammalAuthorizationProgrammarinemammalmortality/injury form.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. _* Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [ o ] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 200
b. Total annual responses 200
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 50
d. Current OMB inventory 50
e. Difference 0

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

o|o|o|o|o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. X Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._™ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [M] Reporting
1.[0] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [O] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

LisaWhite
(301)427-8402

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator or head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or Staff

Office)
Signature Date
signed by Dr. Perry Gayaldo 1/10/2016
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Date

Signature

BRABSON.SAR

MH.1T3057 10438

Digitally signed by
BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD,

ou=PKl_ou=0OTHER,

~ cn=BRABSON.SARAH.T365710488
Date: 2016.03.17 14:12:23 -04'00'

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL FISHERIES AUTHORIZATION
UNDER SECTION 118 OF THE MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0292

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for extension of a currently approved information collection.

The Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.; MMPA or the Act) mandates the
protection and conservation of marine mammals and makes the taking of marine mammals,
except under limited exceptions, a violation of the Act. MMPA section 118 provides an
exception to that prohibition for taking of marine mammals incidental to commercial fishing
operations subject to requirements listed in that section. The owner of any fishing vessel
engaged in any fishery identified by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as having
either frequent (Category I) or occasional (Category Il) takes of a marine mammal is to register
with the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) in order to obtain an authorization for the purpose of
lawfully, incidentally taking marine. Fishers operating in fisheries identified by NMFS as
having only a remote chance (Category I11) of taking marine mammals need not register for such
an authorization. The collection of information for the registration of fishers is approved under
OMB Control No. 0648-0293.

The owner or operator of a commercial fishing vessel, regardless of the classification of the
fishery, is required under the Act to report all incidental mortality and injury of marine mammals
in the course of commercial fishing operations. Supplying the information within 48-hours after
the end of a fishing trip is mandated under Section 118(e) of the MMPA and is needed by NMFS
to determine the correct category placement for fisheries. MMPA section 118(c) requires NMFS
to reexamine the classification of fisheries based on information gathered under the MMPA,
including these injury and mortality reports from fishermen.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.

Reports. The information supplied by the owner or operator of a commercial fishing vessel is
mandated by Section 118(e) of the MMPA and is needed by the agency to determine the correct
category placement of fisheries. The MMPA states:

The owner or operator of a commercial fishing vessel subject to the Act shall report all incidental
mortality and serious injury of marine mammals in the course of commercial fishing operations
to the Secretary by mail or other means acceptable to the Secretary within 48 hours after the end
of each fishing trip on a standard postage-paid form to be developed by the Secretary under this

1


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/text.htm

section. Such form shall be capable of being readily entered into and usable by an automated or
computerized data processing system and shall require the vessel owner or operator to provide
the following:
a. The vessel name, and Federal, states, or tribal registration numbers of the registered
vessel.
b. The name and address of the vessel owner or operator.
c. The name and description of the fishery.
d. The species of each marine mammal incidentally killed or injured, and the date, time,
and geographic location of such occurrence.

NMFS has received mortality and serious injury reports provided from 1996 to present as well as
additional information available on the taking of marine mammals. Based on these reports and
available scientific information, NMFS has classified or reclassified fisheries as Category |, Il, or
I11. Regardless of the classification of the fishery, all incidental mortality and injury of marine
mammals in the course of commercial fishing operations must be reported to NMFS.

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) Fisheries routinely includes this information in marine mammal stock
assessment reports that are required by MMPA section 117. NOAA Fisheries will retain control
over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction,
consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See
response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality
and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable
information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to
quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law
106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technoloqy.

The Act requires that all reports of incidental mortality and serious injury be submitted to the
Secretary by mail on the postage paid form or other means acceptable within 48 hours after the
end of each fishing trip. Such forms are capable of being readily entered into and usable by an
automated or computerized data processing system. The legislative history of the amendments
indicates that Congress intended for the report forms to be machine-readable for use in a
computerized data system. Online electronic forms and fillable PDF forms are available

on http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap/.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

NMFS has joint authority with the United States (U.S.) Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
Department of the Interior, to manage marine mammals. The U.S. Department of the Interior
has not been authorized by statute to promulgate regulations on this matter: therefore, USFWS
has not established its own registration and reporting system for authorization on its marine


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap/

mammal species but cooperates with NMFS in establishing a single registration and reporting
system. NMFS continues to consult with the USFWS on this matter and a USFWS staff person
has attended task force meetings with NMFS. NMFS remains responsible for the information
collection process, distributing authorizations, and maintaining the marine mammal reporting
system.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

This collection will not have a significant impact on small entities. The MMPA Amendments
instructs the Secretary to develop a standard postage-paid reporting form capable of being
readily entered into and usable by an automated or computerized data processing system. This
postage-paid form requires less than 15 minutes to complete and can be dropped in any mailbox,
faxed, emailed, or completed online within 48 hours of the vessels return to port. There is no
cost or significant investment of time required to fulfill the reporting requirement.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Without reports of mortality or serious injury, NMFS would be unable to implement the statutory
mandate to assess the impact of U.S. commercial fisheries on marine mammal populations and
stocks.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

Not Applicable.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Reqister Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on September 10, 2015 (80 FR 54532) solicited public
comment on this submission. One comment was received from the Marine Mammal
Commission, supporting the collection of subject information and calling for NMFS to continue
to work to improve the rate of self-reporting, including through the use of automated collection
techniques (see posted comment in ROCIS).

Two comments were received in response to a request to fishermen respondents. One comment
recommended including the web address where the form can be filled out on the internet in the
instructions section of the form. The link has been added to the form. The second comment was
“no comment”.



NMFS routinely shares information gathered under OMB Control No. 0648-0292 with marine
mammal take reduction teams. These stakeholder-based teams are charged with providing
consensus recommendations to NMFS for reducing bycatch of marine mammals in specific
commercial fisheries. The value of and need for information provided via OMB Control No.
0648-0292 is often discussed with take reduction teams in terms of the specific details provided,
the format of the information, etc. Those teams include several representatives from the fishing
industry.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

Not Applicable.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

NMFS regulations at 50 CFR 229.11 (a): Proprietary information collected under this part is
confidential and includes information, the unauthorized disclosure of which could be prejudicial
or harmful, such as information or data that are identifiable with an individual fisher. Proprietary
information obtained under part 229 will not be disclosed, in accordance with NOAA
Administrative Order 216-100, except (1) To Federal employees whose duties require access to
such information; (2) To state employees under an agreement with NMFS that prevents public
disclosure of the identity or business of any person; (3) When required by court order; (4) In the
case of scientific information involving fisheries, to employees of regional Fishery Management
Councils who are responsible for fishery management plan development and monitoring. (5) To
other individuals or organizations authorized by the Assistant Administrator to analyze this
information, so long as the confidentiality of individual fishers is not revealed, (b) Information
will be made available to the public in aggregate, summary, or other such form that does not
disclose the identity or business of an person in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order
216-100. Aggregate or summary form means data structured so that the identity of the submitter
cannot be determined either from the present release of the data or in combination with other
releases.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

NMFS has estimated that the total reported mortality and injury of marine mammals as a result
of U.S. commercial fishing activity is 200 per year. Average response time to complete the
report form is 15 minutes. Therefore, estimated total annual hours requested is 200 x 15 minutes
=50 hours.


http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=2a46dc7fa5100194a25bdff8325c115d&mc=true&n=pt50.11.229&r=PART&ty=HTML%23se50.11.229_111
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

There are no expected costs to respondents to complete the postage-paid reporting form.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Costs: Materials --Reporting forms 30,000 x 0.07/pg .= 2,100
Postage -- Reports 30,000 x 0.37(postage) = 11,100
$13,200

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

There are no changes or adjustments.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results are not published but are available upon request.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement..

There are no exceptions.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM

MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY AND IN CAPITAL LETTERS

1. LASTNAME OF VESSEL OWNER/OPERATOR 2. FIRSTNAME OF VESSEL OWNER/OPERATOR 3. MI
4. MAILING ADDRESS 5. EMAIL ADDRESS -
6. CITY 7. STATE 8. ZIP

9. PHONE NUMBER 10. VESSEL NAME

11. COAST GUARD DOC. NO. OR VESSEL STATE REG. NO. 12. STATE COMMERCIAL VESSEL NO.

13. FISHERY GEAR TYPE AND TARGET SPECIES

14. DATE OF MORTALITY/INJURY (MM DD YYYY) 15. APPROXIMATE TIME OF MORTALITY/INJURY
AM/PM

16. OBSERVER PRESENT 17. LOCATION OF MORTALITY/INJURY

__YES __ _NO LATITUDE 0 ' LONGITUDE o ‘

18. ENTER SPECIES CODE, TYPE OF MORTALITY/INJURY (SEE LIST OF CODES ON PREVIOUS PAGE), AND THE NUMBER
OF EACH SPECIES INVOLVED. MAKE ONE ENTRY FOR EACH SPECIES INVOLVED IN THIS INCIDENT. YOU MAY MAKE UP
TO THREE MORTALITY/INJURY CODES PER SPECIES.

SPECIES CODE MORTALITY/INJURY CODE NUMBER

19. DESCRIPTION OF UNKNOWN SPECIES OR CIRCUMSTANCES OF MORTALITY/INJURY INCIDENT

Please provide a detailed description of the animal involved, including color patterns, length, and body shape and size (drawings are helpful).
State whether the animal involved was a whale, dolphin, porpoise, seal, sea lion, walrus, manatee, or sea otter. You may also use this space
for other comments regarding this incident, including length of interaction.

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0292 (expires 02/29/2016)



NOAA/NMFS
OFFICE OF PROTECTED RESOURCES F/PR2

1315 EAST WEST HIGHWAY
SILVER SPRING MD 20910-9721

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 7411 SILVER SPRING, MD
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

OFFICE OF PROTECTED RESOURCES F/PR2

1315EAST WEST HIGHWAY

SILVER SPRING MD 20910-9721

1"1.111...1.1.....1111".1.1..1...1.'1.1..'111.1"1

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

IMPORTANT!
MARINE MAMMAL
REPORTING FORM




K“‘ ":é',, MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM
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National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

This reporting form is required ONLY WHEN there is an incidental mortality or injury (M/1) to a marine mammal during commercial

fishing activities. You are required to report the incidental mortality or injury within 48 hours after the end of the fishing trip (even if
an observer is on board), or, for non-vessel fisheries, within 48 hours of an occurrence of an incidental mortality or injury. A separate
report form is required for each fishery, for each date, and for each location.

PLEASE COMPLETE ONLINE FORM AT: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap/
or
PLEASE PRINT NEATLY AND IN CAPITAL LETTERS AND MAIL THIS FORM.

The reporting form should be detached from this instruction sheet, folded, and sealed prior to mailing. No postage is necessary
for mailing. Forms may also be filled out online, emailed, or faxed to NMFS at (301) 713-0376. Questions regarding completion
of this form, and requests for additional forms, may be directed to the NMFS Office of Protected Resources, 1315 East-West
Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910-3226, (301) 427-8402.

MORTALITY/INJURY REPORT FIELD DEFINITIONS
VESSEL NAME: Enter the name of the vessel as it is identified for commercial fishing operations. For non-vessel
fisheries, leave this blank.
COAST GUARD DOCUMENT NO.: Enter the vessel’s Coast Guard Documentation number; OR Enter the
VESSEL’S STATE REGISTRATION NO.: One of these numbers must be provided. For non-vessel fisheries, enter
the state fishery permit number.
STATE COMMERCIAL VESSEL LICENSE NO.: Enter the vessel’s state commercial vessel license number, if
applicable.
GEAR TYPE AND TARGET SPECIES: (Category Il fisheries) Enter the type of fishing gear used and the target
species being fished when this incident occurred.
DATE OF MORTALITY/INJURY: : Enter the date the mortality/injury occurred. For example: November 1, 2009 is entered as
11/01/2009.
TIME OF MORTALITY/INJURY : Enter the approximate time of day the mortality/injury occurred. Indicate AM if the
mortality/injury occurred between midnight & noon, or PM if the mortality/injury occurred between noon and midnight.
LOCATION OF MORTALITY/INJURY LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Use standard entries in degrees and minutes.
SPECIES INCIDENTALLY KILLED OR INJURED: Enter the species code and the mortality/injury code of the animal(s)
involved. (Refer to the species and mortality/injury code lists included on page 2 of these instructions.) Enter the number of
animals involved in each mortality/injury. You may enter up to three (3) injury codes per species. Make as many entries as apply
to the date, time, and location entered in items 13-15.
DESCRIPTION OF UNKNOWN SPECIES OR CIRCUMSTANCES OF M/I INCIDENT: If you have entered a species code
for an unidentified species, please provide a detailed description of the animal involved, including color patterns, length, and body
shape (drawings are helpful). State whether the animal involved was a cetacean (whale, dolphin, or porpoise), pinniped (seal or sea
lion), walrus, manatee or sea otter. You may also use this space for other comments regarding this incident.

OMB Control No. 0648-0292 (expires 02/29/2016)



MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM
MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910

SPECIES AND STOCK CODES FOR MARINE MAMMALS

Seals and seallions Dolphins and porpoises Toothed and baleen whales
100- Steller (northern) sea lion 047- Atlantic white-sided dolphin 002- North Atlantic right whale
101- California sea lion 049- Pacific white-sided dolphin 005- Gray whale

105- Northern (Pribilof) fur seal 053- Common dolphin 007- Fin whale

115- Harbor seal 054- Bottlenose dolphin 010- Minke whale

116- Spotted seal 055- Grampus (Risso’s) dolphin 011- Humpback whale

117- Ringed seal 058- Spotted dolphin 012- Sperm whale

121- Ribbon seal 060- Spinner dolphin 016- Beluga whale

124- Gray seal 061- Striped dolphin 038- False killer whale

127- Hawaiian monk seal 063- Northern right whale dolphin 039- Killer whale

129- Northern elephant seal 068- Harbor porpoise 221- Pilot whale

130- Bearded seal 072- Dall’s porpoise 230- Beaked whale

131- Harp seal 235- Unidentified small cetacean 231- Bryde’s whale

132- Hooded seal (porpoise or dolphin) 232- Dwarf sperm whale

203- Unidentified sea lion 210- Unidentified baleen whale
204- Unidentified seal 220- Unidentified toothed whale

Other Marine Mammals

114- Walrus 135- Sea otter 139- Manatee

MORTALITY/INJURY CODES FOR MARINE MAMMALS

01 - Visible blood flow 08- Listlessness or inability to defend

2-  Loss of/damage to appendage/jaw 09- Inability to swim or dive

3-  Inability to use appendage(s) 10- Equilibrium imbalance

04- Asymmetry in shape of body or body position 11- Ingestion of gear

05- Any noticeable swelling or hemorrhage (bruising)  12- Released trailing gear/gear perforating body
06- Laceration (deep cut) 13- Other wound or injury

07- Rupture or puncture of eyeball 14- Killed

COLLECTION MANDATE

This collection of information is mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et. seq.), and by implementing
regulations contained at 50 CFR 229.4. The information supplied on this form will be used by the National Marine Fisheries Service to estimate levels of
incidental mortalities and injuries in U.S. commercial fisheries. Certain information supplied on this form may be considered proprietary and therefore
subject to data confidentiality restrictions of 50 CFR Part 229.11.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 0.25 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Director, Office of
Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910-3226.

The National Marine Fisheries Service may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a
current and valid OMB control number. The OMB control number for this form is 0648-0292, which expires on 02/29/20186.

OMB Control No. 0648-0292 (expires 02/29/2016)
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and Nantucket Lightship at § 648.58(c).
It would also exempt participating
vessels from the Atlantic sea scallop
observer program requirements at
§648.11(g) and from possession limits
and minimum size requirements
specified in 50 CFR part 648,
subsections B and D through O, for
sampling purposes only. Any fishing
activity conducted outside the scope of
the exempted fishing activity would be
prohibited.

Four vessels would conduct scallop
dredging in October 2015-April 2016, on
four 7-day trips, for a total of 28 DAS.
Each trip would complete
approximately 50 tows per trip for an
overall total of 200 tows for the project.
Trips would take place in the open areas
of southern New England and Georges
Bank as well as in Georges Bank scallop
access areas that are closed. Trips would
be centralized around areas with high
yellowtail and winter flounder bycatch
and in areas that contain a wide range
of scallop sizes to examine changes in
size selectivity due to dredge design and
wire scope.

All tows would be conducted in
tandem using one TDD and one LPD for
a duration of 60 minutes with a tow
speed range of 4-5.5 knots. Both
dredges would be 15 feet (4.57 meters)
in width using 4-inch (10.16 cm) rings,
and would be rigged with a 7-row
apron, and twine top hanging ratio of
2:1. Both dredges would be equipped
with a regulation turtle chain mat for
any tows west of 71° W. longitude. The
LPD dredge in comparison to the TDD
dredge has a reduced frame angle from
45° to 22.5°, an extended shoe from 15
inches (38.10 cm) to 22 inches (55.88
cm), and a reduced frame height from 15
inches (38.10) to 9.5 inches (24.13 cm).
Each tow pair would be conducted in a
straight line varying between long (4:1)
and short (3:1) scope ratios in an AB—
BA alternating pattern. Scope is the
ratio of deployed towing cable to ocean
depth.

To film finfish interactions, both
dredge frames would have an
underwater camera attached to the outer
frame bars facing the depressor plate.
Each interaction would be recorded
using Observer XT computer software
and would fall into three categories:
Horizontal escape where the fish swims
perpendicular to the dredge; vertical
escape where the fish swims over the
frame; and overcome/capture where the
fish passes under the cutting bar or
through the openings between the
depressor plate and cutting bar. Filming
will help test the hypothesis that the
LPD frame aids in flatfish escapement
and reduces interaction time with the

dredge potentially, reducing incidental
mortality rates.

For all tows, the sea scallop catch
would be counted into baskets and
weighed. One basket from each dredge
would be randomly selected and the
scallops would be measured in 5-mm
increments to determine size selectivity.
Finfish catch would be sorted by species
then counted, weighed, and measured
in 1-mm increments. Depending on the
volume of scallops and finfish captured,
the catch would be subsampled as
necessary. No catch would be retained
for longer than needed to conduct
sampling and no catch would be landed
for sale.

PROJECT CATCH ESTIMATES

Species Ibs mt
Scallops ....ccocveeviieeeen. 110,231 50.00
Yellowtail .............. 2,000 0.91
Winter Flounder 500 0.23
Windowpane Flounder .. 3,500 1.59
Monkfish .......cccoveeenneenn. 4,500 2.04
Summer Flounder ......... 150 0.007
Barndoor Skate ............. 500 0.23
NE Skate Complex ....... 75,000 34.02
Atlantic Cod 50 0.02
HaddocK .......cccovveveeennn. 75 0.03
Silver/Offshore Hake .... 125 0.05
Unclassified hakes ........ 100 0.06

CFF needs these exemptions to allow
them to conduct experimental dredge
towing without being charged DAS, as
well as deploy gear in access areas that
are currently closed to scallop fishing.
Participating vessels need crew size
waivers to accommodate science
personnel and possession waivers will
enable them to conduct finfish sampling
activities.

If approved, the applicant may
request minor modifications and
extensions to the EFP throughout the
year. EFP modifications and extensions
may be granted without further notice if
they are deemed essential to facilitate
completion of the proposed research
and have minimal impacts that do not
change the scope or impact of the
initially approved EFP request. Any
fishing activity conducted outside the
scope of the exempted fishing activity
would be prohibited.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 4, 2015.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-22834 Filed 9-9-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Reporting
Requirements for Commercial
Fisheries Authorization Under Section
118 of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before November 9,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Lisa White, (301) 427—-8402
or Lisa.White@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for an extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Reporting injury to and/or mortalities
of marine mammals is mandated under
Section 118 of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act. This information is
required to determine the impacts of
commercial fishing on marine mammal
populations. This information is also
used to categorize commercial fisheries
into Categories I, 11, or III. Participants
in the first two categories must be
authorized to take marine mammals,
while those in Category III are exempt
from that requirement. All categories
must report injuries or mortalities on a
National Marine Fisheries Service form.

II. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of either
electronic or paper forms. Methods of
submittal include online forms, email of
electronic or scanned forms, and mail
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and facsimile transmission of paper
forms.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0292.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of currently approved
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
200.

Estimated Time per Response: 15
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 50.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs and application fees.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: September 3, 2015.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2015-22709 Filed 9-9-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE102

Schedules for Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops and
Protected Species Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshops

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public workshops.

SUMMARY: Free Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops and Protected
Species Safe Handling, Release, and
Identification Workshops will be held in
October, November, and December of
2015. Certain fishermen and shark
dealers are required to attend a
workshop to meet regulatory
requirements and to maintain valid
permits. Specifically, the Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshop is mandatory
for all federally permitted Atlantic shark
dealers. The Protected Species Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
Workshop is mandatory for vessel
owners and operators who use bottom
longline, pelagic longline, or gillnet
gear, and who have also been issued
shark or swordfish limited access
permits. Additional free workshops will
be conducted during 2016 and will be
announced in a future notice.

DATES: The Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshops will be held on October 8,
November 12, and December 3, 2015.

The Protected Species Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshops
will be held on October 7, October 21,
November 4, November 18, December 2,
and December 16, 2015.

See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
further details.

ADDRESSES: The Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops will be held in
Somerville, MA; Mount Pleasant, SC;
and Largo, FL.

The Protected Species Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshops
will be held in Panama City, FL;
Warwick, RI; Wilmington, NC; Largo,
FL; Kenner, LA; and Ronkonkoma, NY.

See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
further details on workshop locations.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rick
Pearson by phone: (727) 8245399, or by
fax: (727) 824-5398.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
workshop schedules, registration
information, and a list of frequently
asked questions regarding these
workshops are posted on the Internet at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/
workshops/.

Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshops

Since January 1, 2008, Atlantic shark
dealers have been prohibited from
receiving, purchasing, trading, or
bartering for Atlantic sharks unless a
valid Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshop certificate is on the premises
of each business listed under the shark
dealer permit that first receives Atlantic
sharks (71 FR 58057; October 2, 2006).
Dealers who attend and successfully
complete a workshop are issued a
certificate for each place of business that

is permitted to receive sharks. These
certificate(s) are valid for 3 years.
Approximately 113 free Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops have been
conducted since January 2007.

Currently, permitted dealers may send
a proxy to an Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshop. However, if a
dealer opts to send a proxy, the dealer
must designate a proxy for each place of
business covered by the dealer’s permit
which first receives Atlantic sharks.
Only one certificate will be issued to
each proxy. A proxy must be a person
who is currently employed by a place of
business covered by the dealer’s permit;
is a primary participant in the
identification, weighing, and/or first
receipt of fish as they are offloaded from
a vessel; and who fills out dealer
reports. Atlantic shark dealers are
prohibited from renewing a Federal
shark dealer permit unless a valid
Atlantic Shark Identification Workshop
certificate for each business location
that first receives Atlantic sharks has
been submitted with the permit renewal
application. Additionally, trucks or
other conveyances that are extensions of
a dealer’s place of business must
possess a copy of a valid dealer or proxy
Atlantic Shark Identification Workshop
certificate.

Workshop Dates, Times, and Locations

1. October 8, 2015, 12 p.m.—4 p.m., La
Quinta Inn, 23 Cummings Street,
Somerville, MA 02145.

2. November 12, 2015, 12 p.m.—4 p.m.,
Hampton Inn, 1104 Isle of Palms
Connector, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464.

3. December 3, 2015, 12 p.m.—4 p.m.,
Hampton Inn, 100 East Bay Drive,
Largo, FL 33770.

Registration

To register for a scheduled Atlantic
Shark Identification Workshop, please
contact Eric Sander at esander@
peoplepc.com or at (386) 852—8588.

Registration Materials

To ensure that workshop certificates
are linked to the correct permits,
participants will need to bring the
following specific items to the
workshop:

o Atlantic shark dealer permit holders
must bring proof that the attendee is an
owner or agent of the business (such as
articles of incorporation), a copy of the
applicable permit, and proof of
identification.

e Atlantic shark dealer proxies must
bring documentation from the permitted
dealer acknowledging that the proxy is
attending the workshop on behalf of the
permitted Atlantic shark dealer for a
specific business location, a copy of the
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