NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  05/04/2016

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
04/13/2016

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201604-0648-009
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Western Alaska Community Development Quota Program
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0269

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2017 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 13 11
New 32 25
Difference

Change due to New Statute 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 6
Change due to Agency Adjustment 12 8
Change due to PRA Violation 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS
16
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List of ICs

IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation
Application for Approval of Use|NA Applicaton for approval of use
of Non-CDQ Harvest of non-CDQ harvest
Regqulations regulations
Non-Chinook CDQ or PSQ NA Groundfish/Halibut CDQ or
transfer request PSQ transfer form
CDAQ Vessel Registration & NA CDAQ vessel registraton
LLP Exemption Letter
Appeals 50 CFR 679.43




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0269
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b. [ |1] Revision of a currently approved collection
c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities

Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title WesternAlaskaCommunityDevelopmenQuota(CDQ) Program

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords Fisheries

10. Abstract

The CDQ Programis aneconomiadevelopmenprogramassociatedvith federallymanagedisheriesin the Bering SeaandAleutian
IslandsManagemenfrea(BSAI). Thepurpose®f the CDQ Programareto providewesternAlaskacommunitieghe opportunityto
participateandinvestin BSAI fisheriesto supporteconomiadevelopmenin westernAlaska,to alleviatepovertyandprovideeconomic
andsocialbenefitsfor residentof westernAlaska,andto achievesustainablanddiversifiedlocal economiesn westernAlaska.

This actionamendghe CDQ Programto supportincreasegarticipationin the groundfishCDQ fisheries(primarily Pacificcod) by
catchewvesselgreaterthan32 ft lengthoverall(LOA) andlessthanor equalto 46 feet(ft) (14.0meters(m)) LOA usinghook-and-line
gearandaddsarequiremento registertheseadditionalcatchewvesselsvith the NationalMarine FisheriesService(NMFS).

This actionremovegherequiremento obtainandcarrya LicenseLimitation Program(LLP) license(seeOMB ControlNo.

0648-0334).

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a. ___Individuals or households d. Farms

b. _X_Business or other for-profite. Federal Government

c. _P_Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)

a.[ ] Voluntary
b. [I 1T Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 20
b. Total annual responses 32

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 100 9%

c. Total annual hours requested 25
d. Current OMB inventory 11
e. Difference 14
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 6

2. Adjustment 8

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of

dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs
b. Total annual costs (O&M)
c. Total annualized cost requested
d. Current OMB inventory
e. Difference
f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

o|o| o o|o

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. __ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. _P Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._X_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping
c. [ ] Reporting

b.[ ] Third party disclosure

1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding

the content of this submission)

Name: PatsyA. Bearden
Phone: (907)586-7008

OMB 83-I
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patsy.bearden
Cross-Out


19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Alan RisenhooverDirector Sustainabléisheries 11/9/2015

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

BRABSON.SARAH. 1365710488 2 s o™ o-omen

Date: 2016.05.05 14:23:19 -04'00"
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
WESTERN ALASKA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) PROGRAM
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0269

This is a resubmission, with the final rule, of a request for revision of this existing information
collection due to an associated rule [RIN 0648-BF05].

INTRODUCTION

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) manages the groundfish fisheries in the exclusive
economic zone (EEZ) off Alaska. NMFS manages the groundfish and crab fisheries of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands management area (BSAI) under the Fishery Management Plan
for Groundfish of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area and the Fishery
Management Plan for Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands King and Tanner Crabs (FMPs). The North
Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) prepared the FMPs under the authority of

the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation & Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) as
amended in 2006. The International Pacific Halibut Commission and NMFS manage fishing for
Pacific halibut through regulations established under the authority of the Northern Pacific
Halibut Act of 1982. Regulations implementing the FMPs appear at 50 CFR parts 300, 679,
and 680.

The International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) and NMFS manage fishing for Pacific
halibut through regulations established under the authority of the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of

1982 (Halibut Act). The IPHC promulgates regulations governing the halibut fishery under the
Convention between the United States and Canada for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery of
the Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea (Convention). The IPHC’s regulations are subject to
approval by the Secretary of State with concurrence of the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary).
NMFS publishes the IPHC’s regulations as annual management measures pursuant to

50 CFR 300.62.

The Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) Program is an economic
development program associated with Federally managed fisheries in the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Management Area (BSAI). The CDQ Program receives apportionments of the
annual catch limits for a variety of commercially valuable species in the BSAI, which are in turn
allocated among six different non-profit managing organizations representing different
affiliations of communities (CDQ groups). The CDQ Program redistributes a portion of
commercially important BSAI fisheries species to adjacent communities. There are 65
communities participating in the program. CDQ groups use the revenue derived from the harvest
of their fisheries allocations as a basis both for funding economic development activities and for
providing employment opportunities. Thus, the successful harvest of CDQ Program allocations
is integral to achieving the goals of the program.


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=dd8c446d1c2eda3abbc8c3e593eb0c81&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr300_main_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=dd8c446d1c2eda3abbc8c3e593eb0c81&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr679_main_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=dd8c446d1c2eda3abbc8c3e593eb0c81&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr680_main_02.tpl
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/16/chapter-10/subchapter-IV
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/16/chapter-10/subchapter-IV

BACKGROUND

Two species that are allocated to CDQ groups and that have been effectively harvested by local
small-scale fisheries in the BSAI are halibut and Pacific cod. Both halibut and Pacific cod can be
effectively harvested by small vessels using hook-and-line gear. Residents of CDQ communities
commonly use hook-and-line gear because it is relatively inexpensive to purchase and maintain
relative to other gear types such as trawl and pot gear, and can be operated on small vessels.

Currently, the majority of the local small-scale CDQ fisheries involve the harvest of the halibut
CDQ allocations. By IPHC regulation, halibut must be harvested by hook-and-line gear. The
halibut CDQ allocations typically are harvested by catcher vessels less than or equal to 46 ft
LOA (14.0 m) using hook-and-line gear. There are 239 catcher vessels fishing for halibut CDQ
that are less than or equal to 32 ft LOA, 9 are from 33 ft (10.1 m) LOA to 46 ft LOA, and 13
vessels are greater than 46 ft LOA.

In recent years, the exploitable biomass of halibut in the BSAI has declined, particularly over the
last four years. This has resulted in a declining halibut CDQ allocation. The decrease in halibut
CDQ allocations has resulted in decreasing opportunities for residents of CDQ communities to
earn income important to themselves and their local economies.

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

Regulations currently state that catcher vessels greater than 32 ft LOA that are using hook-and-
line gear and groundfish CDQ fishing must have an LLP license endorsed by area, gear, and
operation type, and have the appropriate MLOA designation. All vessels fishing for CDQ
groundfish that are equal to or less than 32 ft length overall (LOA) are exempt from obtaining an
LLP.

NMFS Alaska Region developed a program that would allow CDQ groups to use more of the
smaller hook-and-line vessels to fish for CDQ groundfish -- mainly Pacific cod. The associated
rule would allow, additionally, vessels less than 46 ft LOA to have an exemption from obtaining
the LLP. This adds 9 vessels to those that are exempt -- these vessels are in between 32 and

46 ft.

In addition, the rule calls for registration of the additional, exempt 9 vessels. Those vessels 32 ft
or less LOA do not need to be registered. CDQ vessel registration is accomplished through the
NMFS online portal, eFISH. Vessels would be selected by the CDQ representative through use
of a pull-down list of Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G) or Federal Fisheries Permit
(FFP) numbers on the computer system. The CDQ group representative may add vessels to or
remove vessels from the CDQ vessel registration system at any time during the year by logging
into the online system.



This action is intended to increase participation by residents of CDQ communities in the BSAI
groundfish fisheries and to support economic development in western Alaska. The action would
benefit the six CDQ groups and the operators of the small catcher vessels that the CDQ groups
authorize to fish on their behalf by reducing the costs of participating in the groundfish CDQ
fisheries.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

a. CDQ Vessel Registration System [NEW].

The CDQ representative must register each hook-and-line catcher vessel less than or equal to

46 ft LOA to obtain the exemption from the LLP license requirements. Vessels that are less than
or equal to 32 ft are already exempt from the LLP requirements, but still must be registered.
CDQ vessel registration is accomplished through the NMFS online portal, eFISH.

The CDQ group representative may add vessels to or remove vessels from the CDQ vessel
registration system at any time during the year by logging into the online system.

Registration
The CDQ group representative must log into the online system using the group’s existing NMFS

ID and password. Use of the NMFS Person ID and password certifies that all information is
true, correct, and complete.

The CDQ vessel registration system on the NMFS Alaska Region Web site

at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov will provide an LLP exemption letter documenting that the
vessel is eligible for the LLP exemption while groundfish CDQ fishing. The CDQ representative
must provide a copy of the LLP exemption letter to the appropriate vessel operator. The vessel
operator must maintain a legible copy of the LLP exemption letter on board at all times.

To receive the exemption from the LLP license requirements for a vessel, the CDQ
representative must

(1) register the vessel in the CDQ vessel registration system, and

(2) provide a legible copy of the LLP exemption letter to the operator of the vessel.
Through the CDQ registration system, each registered vessel is added to the CDQ vessel
registration list on the NMFS Alaska Region Web site at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov. Once

registered, a vessel will remain on the CDQ vessel registration list until removed by a CDQ
representative.



http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/

Exemption letter

The CDQ group representative must provide a copy of the LLP exemption letter to each vessel
operator. The LLP exemption letter documents that the vessel is eligible for the LLP exemption
while groundfish CDQ fishing. The vessel operator must maintain a legible copy of the LLP
exemption letter on board the named vessel at all times while that vessel is groundfish CDQ
fishing.

Removal of registered vessel
To remove a registered vessel from the CDQ vessel registration list, a CDQ group representative
must:

(1) provide notice to the operator of the registered vessel that the vessel is being removed
from the vessel registration list;

(2) certify at the time of removal that the vessel operator was given notice by the CDQ group
that the vessel was going to be removed from the list; and

(3) certify that the vessel was not groundfish CDQ fishing at the time of removal.

A vessel that is successfully removed from the CDQ vessel registration list is no longer exempt
from the LLP requirements.

Online Registration for Groundfish CDQ Fisheries for Vessels using Hook & Line Gear
Block A --CDQ group information
Group Name or initials
CDQ group number.
Business Telephone Number
Business Fax Number
Business e-mail address
Representative’s name and signature
Block B —Vessel Information
Vessel Name:
ADF&G Vessel Registration No.
Federal Fisheries Permit No.
Block C — Vessel Owner Information
Primary Owner’s Name
Primary Owner’s Permanent Business Address
Business Telephone Number
Business Fax Number
Business e-mail address
Name of managing company (if any)




CDQ Vessel Registration, Respondent

Number of respondents 6

Total annual responses 6
Frequency of response = 1

Total burden hours (1.50) 2 hr

5 minutes register x 9 = 45minutes
5 minutes print letter x 9 = 45minutes
Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 2 hr) $74
Total miscellaneous costs 0
Submit online =0

CDQ Vessel Registration, Federal Government
Total annual responses

Total burden hours

Total personnel cost

Total miscellaneous cost

o O oo

b. Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and Prohibited Species Quota (PSQ) Transfer Request
[REVISED].

The halibut Prohibited Species Catch (PSC) allocation to the CDQ Program is managed as
halibut Prohibited Species Quota (PSQ) that are transferable only among the CDQ groups. The
CDQ Program is a catch share program that allocates a portion of the BSAI total allowable catch
for specific target crab and groundfish species, a portion of the commercial catch limits assigned
by the IPHC, and associated PSC limits to the CDQ Program and then among the CDQ groups as
transferable allocations. The small vessel halibut PSC limit is created by a transfer from a CDQ
group’s halibut PSQ to its small vessel halibut PSC limit.

This action adds a question to the Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request: whether

the halibut PSQ amount should be converted to halibut PSC. The CDQ groups can transfer PSC

from their regular PSC accounts into their "small CV halibut PSC limit" account using the online
eFISH.

Through this action, using the Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request, a CDQ
group may transfer halibut PSQ from its primary halibut PSQ to its small catcher vessel halibut
PSC limit. CDQ groups do not have to transfer any halibut PSQ to this account. Each CDQ
group would, in collaboration with NMFS managers, decide the appropriate amount (if any) of
halibut PSQ to transfer to the small catcher vessel halibut PSC limit based on the amount of
groundfish CDQ it wanted to allocate to the small hook-and-line catcher vessel fishery and the
expected use of halibut PSC in those fisheries.

The transfer is not effective until approved by NMFS. In reviewing a request to transfer
remaining halibut from the small vessel halibut PSC limit back to the CDQ group’s halibut PSQ,
NMFS will consider the status of CDQ fisheries through the end of the year and anticipated
halibut PSC rates for any remaining groundfish CDQ fishing by vessels managed under the small
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vessel halibut PSC limit for the requesting CDQ group.
The completed transfer request may be submitted to NMFS via one of the following means:
By fax 907-586-7465
By mail Sustainable Fisheries Division
NMFS Alaska Region
PO Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668

Online eFISH
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.qgov/webapps/efish/login

For questions or additional information, call NMFS Sustainable Fisheries at 907-586-7228.

Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ transfer request
Block A --Transferring CDQ group information
Group Name or initials
CDQ group number.
Business Telephone Number, Business Fax Number, and Business e-mail address
Representative’s name and signature
Block B -- Receiving CDQ group information
Group name or initials
CDQ group number
Business Telephone Number, Business Fax Number, and Business e-mail Address
Representative’s Name and signature
Block C -- CDQ amount transferred.
Species name or species category
Area
Amount
Groundfish (to the nearest 0.001 mt)
Halibut (Ib net weight)
Block D -- PSQ amount transferred.
Species name or species category
Crab Zone
Amount (number of animals)
Block E — Halibut PSQ to Halibut PSC Transfers
Specify whether the halibut PSQ amount entered should be converted to halibut PSC
Block F -- Transfer year
Block G -- Certification of transferor
Non-electronic submittal
Transferor's representative printed name, signature, and date signed
Electronic submittal
Transferor's representative must log into the system and create a transfer request
Transferor's NMFS ID, password, and Transfer Key
Certification of transferee
Non-electronic submittal
Transferee's representative printed name, signature, and date signed

6



https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login

Electronic submittal
Transferee's representative must log into the system and complete a transfer request
Transferee's NMFS ID, password, and Transfer Key

Changed personnel costs from $25/hr to $37/hr. Five minutes is added to the time-to-complete
response; 35 minutes in place of 30 minutes.

CDQ or PSQ transfer request, Respondent
Number of respondents 12
6 transferors
6 transferees

Total annual responses 24
Frequency of response = 2

Total burden hours (35 minutes x 24) 14 hrs

Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 14 hr) $518

Total miscellaneous costs $0

Online (0 x 12 =0)

CDQ or PSQ transfer request, Federal Government

Total annual responses 24

Total burden hours 8 hrs
Time per response = 20 minutes

Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 8) $296

Total miscellaneous cost 0

c. Application for Approval of Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations - (Changed
Personnel Cost)

NMFS interprets the statement *“in a manner no more restrictive than for other participants in the
applicable sector’” from the Magnuson-Stevens Act to mean that the fishery management
regulations associated with regulating the harvest of CDQ allocations should be no more costly,
complex, or burdensome than those that apply to comparable non-CDQ sectors managed under
IFQs or cooperative allocations. Vessels that are participating in a voluntary fishery cooperative
in a non-CDQ sector are authorized to conduct groundfish CDQ fishing under the same
regulations that apply while such vessels are used to directed fish in the non-CDQ fisheries and
are not required to comply with the CDQ operational regulations at 8 679.32(c)(3)(i).

A authorized representative of a CDQ group, an association representing CDQ groups, or a
voluntary fishing cooperative may submit an application to use alternative CDQ harvest
regulations. A completed application consists of an application form and a copy of the
cooperative contract or an affidavit.

An application requesting approval for the use of non-CDQ harvest regulations may be
submitted to NMFS at any time. The use of alternative CDQ harvest regulations is effective as
of the date of NMFS approval. The approval is effective until the requesting entity withdraws its
application, or until there is a change in the membership of the voluntary cooperative, whichever
occurs first.
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The entity that received approval for use of non-CDQ harvest regulations must promptly notify
NMFS of any changes in the voluntary fishing cooperative’s membership. Amendments to an
approved application to use alternative CDQ harvest regulations may be submitted to NMFS at
any time.

The completed application may be submitted by one of the following methods:
By fax to: 907-586-7465

By mail to: Sustainable Fisheries Division
NMFS Alaska Region
PO Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668

For questions or additional information, call NMFS Sustainable Fisheries at 907-586-7228.

Application for Approval of Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations
Indicate type of application: new or amendment
Block A — Voluntary Fishery Cooperative Information
Name of Voluntary Cooperative
Name of Cooperative’s Representative
Permanent Business Mailing Address
Business Telephone Number, Business Fax Number, and Business E-mail Address

Block B — Applicant Information
Check here if applicant is the same as the entity/person identified in Block A
If YES, proceed to Block C
Name of Organization
Name of Organization’s Representative
Permanent Business Mailing Address:
Business Telephone Number, Business Fax Number, and Business E-mail Address
Block C- Certification
Printed Name and Signature of Representative and Date Signed
Block D. Cooperative Vessel Information
Vessel Name
Federal Fisheries Permit No.
License Limitation Program No.
Attachment
Voluntary fishing cooperative contract
Name of the authorized representative
Printed names and signatures of each vessel owner that is a party to the cooperative
Vessel name, FFP number, and LLP license number for each vessel managed under the cooperative
Target species, processing mode, gear types, and management area(s) associated with cooperative’s Federal
fishing operations
If voluntary fishing cooperative contract does not contain this information, the applicant also must submit a written
affidavit that provides all of the information that is not included in the cooperative contract




Request to Use Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations, Respondent
Number of respondents 1
Total annual responses 1
Frequency of response = 1
Total burden hours (5 hr x 1) 5hr
Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 5 hr) $185
Total miscellaneous costs (6.05) $6
Fax ($6 x 1 = 6)
Copy (0.05 x 1 = 0.05)

Request to Use Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations, Federal

Government

Total annual responses 1

Total burden hours 1lhr
Time per response (1 hr x 1)

Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 1) $37

Total miscellaneous cost 0

d. Appeals

NMFS added an appeals process for issue of an initial administrative determination (IAD)
(added 1 respondent and response, 4 hour burden and 148 personnel costs). The IAD describes
NMFS’ disapproval if the application is incomplete, the voluntary cooperative does not represent
a majority of the vessels participating in the sector, or the CDQ harvest regulations are not more
restrictive than the non-CDQ regulations for the applicable sector. An applicant who receives an
IAD disapproving an application may appeal under the procedures set forth at 8 679.43.

Appeals, Respondent

Number of respondents 1

Total annual responses 1
Frequency of response = 1

Total burden hours (4 hr x 1) 4 hr

Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 4 hr) $148

Total miscellaneous costs (0.95) $1

Mail ($0.90 x 1 =0.90)
Copy (0.05 x 1 = 0.05)

Appeals, Federal Government

Total annual responses 1

Total burden hours 4 hr
Time per response = 4 hr

Total personnel cost ($100/hr x 4) $400

Total miscellaneous cost 0

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information. NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent
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with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.

The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

The CDQ or PSQ transfer request and Application for Approval of Use of Non-CDQ Harvest
Regulations are available in a fillable format on the NMFS Alaska Region website at
http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov. The Online Registration for Groundfish CDQ Fisheries
for Exempted Vessels Using Hook & Line Gear must be submitted online.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.
No duplication exists with other information collections.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

This action directly regulates two classes of small entities: 1) The six CDQ groups, which are
non-profit corporations that represent the 65 western Alaska communities that are eligible to
participate in the CDQ Program, and 2) the owners and operators of small hook-and-line catcher
vessels that are authorized by a CDQ group to harvest groundfish or halibut CDQ allocations that
are issued annually by NMFS to the CDQ groups.

The CDQ groups are considered small entities due to their status as non-profit corporations. The
six CDQ groups are the Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development Association, Bristol
Bay Economic Development Corporation (BBEDC), Central Bering Sea Fishermen’s
Association, Coastal Villages Region Fund, Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation,
and Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association (YDFDA).

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The purpose of the CDQ Program is to provide Western Alaska communities a method to
support regionally based, commercial seafood or other fisheries-related businesses. Under the
CDQ Program, 65 eligible Western Alaska communities have organized into six separate CDQ
groups. Without this program, these small communities would be economically devastated.
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7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

Not Applicable.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A proposed rule (RIN 0648-BF05) was published coincident with this submittal to solicit public
comments. The comment period on the proposed rule ended on March 9, 2016. NMFS received
one letter of comment on proposed Amendment 109 and one letter of comment on the proposed

rule. There are no changes in this final rule from the proposed rule.

NMFES’ responses to these comments are presented below.

Comment 1. Both letters of comment expressed concern about overfishing and opposition to the
overall management of the BSAI fisheries, including allocations to the CDQ Program to support
economic development in Western Alaska and any regulations to increase participation in the
CDQ fisheries.

Response: This final rule does not change the overall harvest levels or allocations in the BSAI
groundfish fisheries, or the total amount of groundfish, halibut, or PSC allocated to the CDQ
Program. Therefore, a number of the comments in these letters are outside of the scope of the
NOA and proposed rule. NMFS notes the comments in opposition to increased participation in
the CDQ Program. However, NMFS supports the Council’s and CDQ groups’ efforts to increase
participation in the CDQ fisheries by owners and operators of small catcher vessels using hook-
and-line gear. Participation in the CDQ Program by small, local fishing fleets is consistent with
the goals and objectives of the CDQ Program in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act and the BSAI FMP. Any limited increased participation by small, local
hook-and-line catcher vessels will be conducted within the existing allocations to the CDQ
Program and other applicable conservation and management regulations.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payment or gift will be provided under this program.
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10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

As stated on the forms and in the regulations, the information collected is confidential under
section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative
Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

All information collected is part of a system of records No. 19 -- Permits and Registrations for
United States Federally Regulated Fisheries -- published on August 7, 2015 (80 FR 47457).

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

Information collected for the CDQ Program does not include information of a private or sensitive
nature.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.
Estimated total unique respondents: 13 up from 7. Estimated total responses: 32, up from 13.

Estimated total burden: 25 hr, up from 11 hr. Estimated total personnel cost: $925, up from
$275.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

Estimated total miscellaneous costs: $7, down from $16.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Estimated total responses: 26, up from 13. Estimated total burden: 13 hr, up from 5 hr.
Estimated total personnel cost: $733, up from $125, based on $37/hr the average wage
equivalent to a GS-9 employee in Alaska, including COLA (except $100/hr for appeals).

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Program change is the additional exemptions from the LLP for 9 vessels, online registration of
the 9 additional vessels, and printing and distribution of the LLP Exemption Letter to each
participating vessel.

In addition, NMFS added an appeals process for issue of an initial administrative determination
(IAD) (added 1 respondent and response, 4 hour burden and 148 personnel costs). The IAD

describes NMFS’ disapproval if the application is incomplete, the voluntary cooperative does not

12


http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html

represent a majority of the vessels participating in the sector, or the CDQ harvest regulations are
not more restrictive than the non-CDQ regulations for the applicable sector. An applicant who
receives an IAD disapproving an application may appeal under the procedures set forth at

8 679.43.

The CDQ or PSQ Transfer Request is revised to include a question whether the halibut PSQ
amount entered should be converted to halibut PSC. This added 1hr burden and $109 personnel
cost.

Adjustments are a change in personnel cost for the Request to Use Non-CDQ Harvest
Regulations; from $25/hr to $37/hr.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The information obtained from this collection is not expected to be published for statistical use.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

Not Applicable.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.
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Revised: 09/18/2015

Control No. 0648-0269  Expiration Date: 01/31/2017

Application For Approval

CID()| Of USE Of NON-

REGULATIONS

CDQ HARVEST

U.S. Dept. of Commerce/NOAA

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Sustainable Fisheries Division

P.O. Box 21668

Juneau, AK 99802-1668

Fax: 907-586-7465, Tel: 907-586-7228

NOTE: Attach a copy of 1) the voluntary cooperative contract or affidavit and 2) a list of vessels associated with the
cooperative or affidavit as required by 8§ 679.32(e)(3).

TYPE OF APPLICATION

Indicate Type of Application

[ 1 New Application

[ 1 Amended Approval

BLOCK A - VOLUNTARY FISHERY COOPERATIVE INFORMATION

1. Name of Voluntary Cooperative:

2. Name of Cooperative’s Representative:

3. Permanent Business Mailing Address:

4. Business Telephone Number:

5. Business Fax Number:

6. Business e-mail Address:

BLOCK B — APPLICANT INFORMATION

[] Check here if applicant is the same as the entity/person identified in Block A. If YES, proceed to Block C.

1. Name of Organization:

2. Name of Organization’s Representative:

3. Permanent Business Mailing Address:

4. Business Telephone Number:

5. Business Fax Number:

6. Business e-mail Address:

Application for Approval for Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations

Page 1 of 5




BLOCK C -- CERTIFICATION

Under penalty of perjury, | certify by my signature below that | have examined the information and the claims provided
on this application and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information presented here is true, correct, and

complete.

1. Printed Name of Applicant’s 2. Signature of Representative: 3. Date:

Representative:

BLOCK D - COOPERATIVE VESSEL INFORMATION
(duplicate additional sheets as needed)

Federal Fisheries Permit

Vessel Name No.

License Limitation
Program No.

Application for Approval for Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations
Page 2 of 5




Instructions
APPLICATION FOR
APPROVAL OF NON-CDQ HARVEST REGULATIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) Program is an economic development program associated
with Federally managed fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area (BSAI). The purpose of the
program is to provide western Alaska communities the opportunity to participate and invest in BSAI fisheries, to support
economic development in western Alaska, to alleviate poverty and provide economic and social benefits for residents of
western Alaska, and to achieve sustainable and diversified local economies in western Alaska.

The CDQ Program was developed to redistribute some of the BSAI fisheries’ economic benefits to adjacent communities
by allocating a portion of commercially important BSAI fisheries species to such communities. The CDQ Program was
incorporated into the Magnuson-Stevens Act in 1996 through the Sustainable Fisheries Act (Public Law 104-297).

NMFS will allow vessels that are fishing for groundfish CDQ, while operating in a voluntary fishery cooperative, to
submit to NMFS an application for the use of non-CDQ regulations when the CDQ regulations are more restrictive than
the regulations otherwise required for participants in non-CDQ groundfish fisheries. This application may be submitted to
NMFS at any time. Upon NMFS’ approval, the use of non-CDQ harvesting regulations is effective. An approval is
effective until the voluntary cooperative is no longer in effect, or until there is a change in the membership of the
voluntary cooperative, whichever occurs first.

NMFS will approve an application to use non-CDQ harvest regulations if:

¢ All of the information submitted with the application complies with the requirements of
50 CFR part 679.32(e)(2) and (3),

¢ The vessels listed on the application form represent a majority of vessels participating in an applicable sector, and
¢ The relevant CDQ harvest regulations are more restrictive than the non-CDQ regulations for the applicable sector.
Additionally
Retain a copy of completed application for your records.

Submit the completed application via one of the following means:

Electronically to SF_Division@noaa.gov, using a NMFS-approved format
By fax to 907-586-7465
By mail to Sustainable Fisheries Division

NMFS Alaska Region
PO Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668

ATTACHMENTS:
A copy of the voluntary cooperative contract
List of vessels associated with the cooperative, or
Affidavit as required by 50 CFR part 679.32(e)(3).

Application for Approval for Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations
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If you have any questions, or if you need any assistance in completing the application, please call
NMFS Sustainable Fisheries at 907-586-7228.

COMPLETING THE APPLICATION
Submit the following information on this form:

TYPE OF APPLICATION
Indicate whether this application is for a new application or an amended approval.

BLOCK A - VOLUNTARY FISHERY COOPERATIVE INFORMATION

1. Name of the voluntary cooperative.

2. Name of the cooperative’s representative.

3. Permanent business mailing address.

4-6. Business telephone number, Business fax number, and Business email address.

BLOCK B — APPLICANT INFORMATION
If applicable, check box denoting that information in Block A is the same as that requested in Block B. If the Cooperative
and the Applicant are not the same, enter the following:

1. Name of the applicant’s organization.

2. Name of the organization’s representative.

3. Permanent business mailing address.

4-6. Business telephone number, Business fax number, and Business email address.

BLOCK C - CERTIFICATION
Enter the Representative’s printed name, signature, and date signed.

BLOCK D - COOPERATIVE VESSEL IDENTIFICATION (Attach additional sheet if necessary.)
Name
Federal Fisheries Permit (FFP) number, and
License Limitation Groundfish (LLG) license number of each vessel

ATTACHMENTS -- COOPERATIVE DOCUMENTATION

The applicant must submit a copy of the current voluntary cooperative contract in effect for the vessels and fisheries for
which the use of non-CDQ harvest regulations is requested.

The contract must contain the printed names and signatures of each vessel owner who is a member of the cooperative, and
the name, FFP number, and LLG license number for each vessel that is participating in the voluntary cooperative.

The contract also must describe the target species, processing mode, gear types, and management area(s) associated with
the voluntary cooperative’s federal fishing operations.

Alternatively, the applicant may submit an affidavit describing the voluntary cooperative and its fishing operations (as
noted above), and that affirms that each vessel listed in the application form is a member of a voluntary cooperative.

Application for Approval for Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations
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PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection-of-information is estimated to average 5 hours per response, including the time for reviewing the
instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing
the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau,
AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall
any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection-of-information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act,
unless that collection-of-information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage
commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended in
2006; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also confidential under
NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

Application for Approval for Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations
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ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR NOAA/NMFS

Sustainable Fisheries Division

CDQ GROUNDFISH CDQ FISHERIES FOR [ p.o. Box 21668

VESSELS USING HOOK & LINE GEAR | Juneau, AK 99802-1668
Telephone: 907-586-7228
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This form must be submitted ONLINE only.

BLOCK A - CDQ GROUP INFORMATION

1. Group Name or Initials: 2. Group Number:
3. Business Telephone Number: | 4. Business Fax Number: 5. Business e-mail Address:
6. Representative’s Name: 7. Representative’s Signature:
BLOCK B -VESSEL INFORMATION
1. Vessel Name: 2. ADF&G Vessel Registration No.:
3. Federal Fisheries Permit No.:
BLOCK C - VESSEL OWNER INFORMATION
1. Primary Owner’s Name:

N

. Primary Owner’s Permanent Business Address:

3. Business Telephone Number: | 4. Business Fax Number: 5. Business e-mail Address:

6. Name of Managing Company (if any):

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region, Attn; Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number;
2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage the commercial fishing effort of the CDQ program in the BSAI under 50
CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.); 3) Responses to this information
request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act as amended in 2006. It is also confidential under NOAA
Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

Online Registration for Groundfish CDQ Fisheries
For Vessels Using Hook & Line Gear
Page 1 of 3




Instructions

ONLINE REGISTRATION
FOR GROUNDFISH CDQ FISHERIES FOR VESSELS
USING HOOK & LINE GEAR

This form must be submitted ONLINE only.

The Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) Online Registration System provides:

1) exemption of catcher vessels greater than 32 ft length overall (LOA) and less than or equal to 46 ft LOA using
hook-and-line gear from the requirement to obtain and carry an License Limitation Program (LLP) license;

2) registration of these catcher vessels with NMFS;
3) addition of fishery management and monitoring requirements for the small hook-and-line catcher vessels

4) placement of catcher vessels less than or equal to 46 ft LOA using hook-and-line gear while groundfish CDQ
fishing into the partial observer coverage category.

When the Pacific halibut fishery is open, a CDQ group may decide on a trip-by-trip basis whether a groundfish CDQ
fishing trip by a hook-and-line catcher vessel less than or equal to 46 ft LOA is to be supported by halibut CDQ, halibut
individual fishing quota (IFQ), or by halibut prohibited species catch (PSC). The CDQ groups and vessel operators have
maximum flexibility to increase the harvest of Pacific cod CDQ as part of a halibut CDQ or halibut IFQ fishery or as a
separate Pacific cod fishery in which halibut PSC would accrue. NMFS will manage the removals of halibut and debit
them from the proper account.

The CDQ representative is required to register each vessel that will be exempt from the LLP license requirements through
the NMFS online CDQ vessel registration system. The CDQ representative must login to eFISH and select vessels by
ADF&G or Federal Fisheries Permit (FFP) number for the small vessel exemption.

The CDQ group representative may add vessels to or remove vessels from the CDQ vessel registration system at any time
during the year by logging into the online system.

The CDQ group representative must log into the online system using the group’s existing NMFS ID and password and
provide the information requested on the computer screen. Use of the NMFS Person ID and password certifies that all
information is true, correct, and complete.

Upon completion of registration, the CDQ vessel registration system will provide the representative with an LLP
exemption letter documenting that the vessel is eligible for the LLP exemption while groundfish CDQ fishing. The CDQ
group representative must provide a copy of the LLP exemption letter to the vessel operator. The vessel operator must
maintain a legible copy of the LLP exemption letter on board the named vessel at all times while that vessel is groundfish
CDQ fishing.

Each vessel successfully registered with NMFS is added to and maintained on the CDQ Vessel Registration list on the
NMFS Alaska Region Web site at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov. Once registered, a vessel will remain on the CDQ
vessel registration list until removed by a CDQ group.

Online Registration for Groundfish CDQ Fisheries
For Vessels Using Hook & Line Gear
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GENERAL INFORMATION

CDQ Vessel Registration must be submitted online through eFISH at:
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/coopaccounts/Login

Additional information is available from NMFS Sustainable Fisheries Division by telephone at 907-586-7228.

COMPLETING THE REGISTRATION

BLOCK A - CDQ GROUP INFORMATION
Group Name or Initials
Group Number
Business Telephone Number
Business Fax Number
Business e-mail Address
Representative’s Name and Signature:

BLOCK B -VESSEL INFORMATION
Vessel Name
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Vessel Registration Number
Federal Fisheries Permit (FFP) Number

BLOCK C - VESSEL OWNER INFORMATION
Primary Owner’s Name
Primary Owner’s Permanent Business Address
Business Telephone Number:
Business Fax Number
Business e-mail Address
Name of Managing Company (if any)

Online Registration for Groundfish CDQ Fisheries
For Vessels Using Hook & Line Gear
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NOAA/NMFS
Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and Sustainable Fisheries Division éf"‘y K
e : P.O. Box 21668 ;
CDQ Prohibited Species Quota (PSQ) o Coograses
Transfer Request Fax: 907-586-7131 N y.
Telephone: 907-586-7228 ey o 7

This form should be completed and signed by a representative from each Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ)
group proposing to transfer annual amounts of: groundfish and halibut CDQ and Prohibited Species Quota (PSQ) except Bering Sea
Chinook salmon.

DO NOT USE THIS FORM TO TRANSFER BERING SEA CHINOOK SALMON PSC.

BLOCK A - TRANSFERRING CDQ GROUP INFORMATION

1. Group Name or Initials: 2. Group Number:
3. Business Telephone Number: | 4. Business Fax Number: 5. Business e-mail Address (if available):
6. Representative’s Name: 7. Representative’s Signature:

BLOCK B - RECEIVING CDQ GROUP INFORMATION

1. Group Name or Initials: 2. Group Number:
3. Business Telephone Number: | 4. Business Fax Number: 5. Business e-mail Address (if available):
6. Representative’s Name: 7. Representative’s Signature:

BLOCK C - CDQ AMOUNT TRANSFERRED

) Amount ) Amount
Species or Groundfish Halibut Species or Groundfish Halibut
) Area : Area
Species Category (nearest (Ib net Species Category (nearest (Ib net
0.001 mt) weight) 0.001 mt) weight)

Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request
Page 1 of 5



BLOCK D - PSQ AMOUNT TRANSFERRED
NOTE: Do not record Bering Sea Chinook Salmon PSC

Species or Crab Amount Species or Crab Amount
Species Category Zone (Number of Animals) Species Category Zone (Number of Animals)

BLOCK E - HALIBUT PSQ TO HALIBUT PSC TRANSFERS
Specify whether the halibut PSQ amount entered above should be converted to halibut PSC (check one):

YES [] NO[ ]

BLOCK F - TRANSFER YEAR

Specify the year to which this transfer applies:

BLOCK G - CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEROR
Under penalty of perjury, | declare that | have examined this form, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, the
information | have presented here is true, correct, and complete.
1. Signature 2. Date

3. Printed Name 4. Title if Authorized Representative

BLOCK H - CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEREE
Under penalty of perjury, | declare that | have examined this form, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, the
information | have presented here is true, correct, and complete.
1. Signature 2. Date

3. Printed Name 4. Title if Authorized Representative

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the burden, to NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region, Attn: Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number;
2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage the commercial fishing effort of the CDQ program in the BSAI under 50
CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.); 3) Responses to this information
request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act as amended in 2006. It is also confidential under NOAA
Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request
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Instructions

GROUNDFISH/HALIBUT CDQ AND PROHIBITED SPECIES QUOTA (PSQ)
TRANSFER REQUEST

DO NOT USE THIS FORM TO TRANSFER BERING SEA CHINOOK SALMON PSC

To transfer Bering Sea Chinook Salmon PSC, use the Application for Transfer of Bering Sea Chinook
Salmon PSC Allocations.

A Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) group may request to transfer all or part of its annual
groundfish and halibut CDQ or Prohibited Species Quota (PSQ) for Aleutian Islands Chinook salmon, non-Chinook
salmon, Pacific Halibut, and Bering Sea crab. Once approved, a CDQ or PSQ transfer is effective for the year for which
the transfer is requested. A CDQ group also may convert amounts of halibut PSQ to a small catcher vessel halibut PSC
limit for purposes of accounting for halibut bycatch in the CDQ small catcher vessel groundfish fishery.

Certification

Non-electronic submittal -- Transferor's and Transferee’s designated representative must sign and date the
application certifying that all information is true, correct, and complete.

Electronic submittal -- Transferor's and Transferee’s designated representative must log into the system and create a
transfer request as indicated on the computer screen. By using the transferor's NMFS ID, password, and Transfer Key
and submitting the transfer request, the designated representative certifies that all information is true, correct, and

complete

Type or print legibly in ink; retain a copy of completed application for your records.

NMFS will review the transferor’s catch account during a transfer request to ensure sufficient CDQ or PSQ is
available to transfer. NMFS will notify the transferor and transferee when the application is received and approved.
A transfer of CDQ or PSQ is not effective until approved by NMFS.

When complete, submit

Online: eFISH
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login

Mail: NMFS Alaska Region
Sustainable Fisheries Division
P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668

Or fax: 907-586-7465

If you need additional information regarding transfers of groundfish and halibut CDQ and PSQ, or converting halibut PSQ
to halibut PSC, contact Sustainable Fisheries Division at 907-586-7228.

Also, regulations at 50 CFR part 679, Subpart C, are available at NMFS Alaska Region web site
at http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/regs/default.htm.

Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION
Enter the following information for each transfer.
BLOCK A -- TRANSFERRING CDQ GROUP INFORMATION
1. Group name or initials of transferring CDQ group
2. CDQ group number
3-5. Business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address
6-7. Printed name and signature of transferring CDQ representative
BLOCK B -- RECEIVING CDQ GROUP INFORMATION
1. Name or initials of receiving CDQ group
2. CDQ group number
3-5.  Business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address
6-7. Printed name and signature of receiving CDQ representative

BLOCK C -- CDQ AMOUNT TRANSFERRED

1. Species or Species Category. For each species for which a transfer is being requested, enter the species name or
Sspecies category.

2. Area. Enter the particular management area associated with a species category, such as Eastern Aleutian Islands
(EAD, if applicable.

3. Amount. Specify the amount being transferred.
For groundfish, specify transfer amounts to the nearest 0.001 metric tons.
For halibut CDQ, specify the amount in pounds (net weight).

BLOCK D -- PSQ AMOUNT TRANSFERRED
(Do Not Record Bering Sea Chinook Salmon PSC On This Form)

1. Species or Species Category. For each PSQ species for which a transfer is being requested, enter the species
name or species category.

2. Crab Zone. For crab only, designate the appropriate zone for each PSQ being transferred (e.g. Zone 2),
if applicable.

3. Amount. Specify the amount of crab and salmon being transferred; specify transfer amounts in numbers
of animals. For halibut PSQ, specify the amount in metric tons.

BLOCK F —HALIBUT PSQ TO HALIBUT PSC CONVERSION
Specify whether this is a request to convert halibut PSQ to halibut PSC.

BLOCK F -- TRANSFER YEAR
Specify which year’s CDQ or PSQ is requested to be transferred.

Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request
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BLOCK G -- CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEROR
Printed name and signature of Transferor’s authorized representative and date signed
Attach authorization

BLOCK H -- CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEREE
Printed name and signature of Transferee’s authorized representative and date signed
Attach authorization

Groundfish/Halibut CDQ and PSQ Transfer Request
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