
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 05/21/2012

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
03/30/2012

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201203-0648-009
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  Western Alaska Community Development Quota Program
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0269
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 12/31/2013                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 4,802 2,193 197

New 25 59 63

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion -4,777 -2,134 -134

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 679.32  Alternative Fishing Plan

 Applicaton for approval of 
use of non-CDQ harvest 
regulations

 Application for Approval 
of Use of Non-CDQ 
Harvest Regulations

NA

 Groundfish/Halibut CDQ 
or PSQ transfer form

 Non-Chinook CDQ or 
PSQ transfer request - 
from 0548-0609

NA
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JUSTIFICATION 
WESTERN ALASKA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0269 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION:  This action will integrate two collections (OMB Control No. 0648-0609 
and OMB Control No. 0648-0616) into OMB Control No. 0648-0269.  All of these collections 
describe the Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) Program, but due to timing 
were given different OMB Control Numbers.  
 
The CDQ Program (OMB Control No. 0648-0269) is an economic development program 
implemented under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and the Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for 
Groundfish of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (BSAI).  The CDQ Program was developed to 
redistribute some of the BSAI fisheries’ economic benefits to adjacent communities by allocating 
a portion of commercially important BSAI fisheries species to such communities.  The objectives 
of the CDQ Program are to provide western Alaska communities the opportunity to participate 
and invest in BSAI fisheries, to support economic development in western Alaska, to alleviate 
poverty and provide economic and social benefits for residents of western Alaska, and to achieve 
sustainable and diversified local economies in western Alaska.  The renewal of OMB Control 
No. 0648-0269 was approved by OMB on December 7, 2010. 
 
OMB Control. No. 0648-0609, approved by OMB on August 30, 2010 
This temporary information collection was requested in lieu of revising OMB Control No. 0648-
0269 to support the Chinook Salmon Bycatch Program, a new program created for the 
management of Chinook salmon prohibited species catch in the Bering Sea pollock fishery 
managed under the American Fisheries Act (AFA) through a final rule RIN No. 0648-AX89 (75 
FR 53026, August 30, 2010), implementing Amendment 91 to the FMP. 
 
The CDQ group transfer procedure was revised to incorporate Chinook Salmon Bycatch.  Under 
Amendment 91 to the FMP, NMFS would issue additional transferable Chinook salmon 
prohibited species quota (PSQ) allocations to eligible entities representing the AFA 
catcher/processor sector, the AFA mothership sector, and to AFA inshore cooperatives.  A new 
requirement is the authorization for the CDQ groups to transfer Chinook salmon PSQ allocations 
to anyone other than another CDQ group.  CDQ groups may transfer to and receive transfer from 
any of the other eligible entities; the AFA inshore cooperatives, the AFA catcher/processor 
sector, and the AFA mothership sector via the “CDQ or PSQ non-Chinook Transfer Request.”   
 
OMB Control No. 0648-0616, approved by OMB on February 8, 2012 
The United States Coast Guard (USCG) Act, through a proposed and final rule (RIN No. 0648-
AV33), made certain changes to the Magnuson-Stevens Act which caused the removal of 
regulations at 50 CFR part 679 and a  temporary information collection in lieu of a revision to 
the existing OMB Control No. 0648-0269 information collection.  The 0648-616 request moved 
the “Prior notice to observer, shoreside” and the “Prior notice to observer, vessel” to the OMB 
Control No. 0648-0330 collection. The final rule removed all of the other data requirements from  
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this collection except “Alternative fishing plan.”  The rule added one new form “Application for 
Approval of Use of Non-CDQ Harvest Regulations.”   
 
The new form, approved as part of Final Rule 0648-AV33, but not added before the rule was 
finalized, has only one respondent, a cooperative (one of the existing respondents), and the form 
is a one-time submittal. Burden is estimated to be 5 hours, from one respondent.  The form is 
filed in order to obtain less restrictive regulations. 
 
In the final rule, a new paragraph was added to § 679.32 to provide a process for relief from 
more restrictive CDQ regulations if a voluntary cooperative forms in a non-CDQ sector.  Section 
679.32(e) allows a CDQ group, a representative of an association representing the CDQ groups, 
or a representative of a voluntary fishing cooperative to request approval from NMFS to use non-
CDQ harvest regulations while groundfish CDQ fishing.   
 
A person requesting approval to use non-CDQ harvest regulations must submit to NMFS an 
application that will provide NMFS with information about the submitting entity, the applicable 
cooperative and the fisheries in which that cooperative participates, the vessels participating in 
that cooperative, and a copy of the contract or affidavit documenting the formal existence of the 
cooperative.  NMFS will review this information and make determinations about whether a 
majority of the participants in the sector in which the voluntary cooperative has formed are 
participants in the cooperative and whether the CDQ regulations are more restrictive than the 
non-CDQ regulations applicable to that sector.  1

 
 

Previous and revised burden 
 
In the December 2011 renewal of OMB Control No. 0648-0269, there were 93 respondents, 
4,802 responses, 2,193 hours and $197 in reporting/recordkeeping costs. With the two temporary 
collections, respondents were reduced to 6; responses, 24; hours, 54 and costs, $62, for the 
remaining: 1) Alternative fishing plan and 2) CDQ or PSQ non-Chinook Transfer Request. 
 
With the addition of the new form, Application for Approval of Use of Non-CDQ Harvest 
Regulations, a one-time burden of one 5-hour response with $1 for postage is added, bringing 
the totals to: 6 respondents, 25 responses, 59 hours and $63. 

                                                 
1 If  NMFS approves an application, vessel operators operating in the cooperative would have to comply with the 
applicable regulations in place for a particular non-CDQ groundfish fishery based on their vessel’s operational 
category and the directed groundfish fisheries in which they participated.  Specifically, vessel operators would not 
have to comply with the applicable operational requirements in § 679.32(c)(3)(i) associated with (1) observer 
coverage levels and experience requirements (OMB Control No. 0648-0318), (2) observer sampling stations (OMB 
Control No. 0648-0330), and (3) the information used to accrue catch against the CDQ allocations.  Operators also 
would not have to comply with CDQ observer coverage requirements in § 679.50(c)(4), but would have to comply 
with the more general observer requirements detailed in other paragraphs of § 679.50 that apply when these vessels 
are fishing in the non-CDQ fisheries (OMB Control No. 0648-0318). 
 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95
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Revised: 03/01/2012                                                                                         OMB Control No. 0648-0269 
       Expiration Date:  12/31/2013 

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF  
USE OF NON-CDQ HARVEST REGULATIONS 

 
U.S. Dept. of Commerce/NOAA 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Sustainable Fisheries Division 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, AK  99802-1668 
Fax:  907-586-7465, Tel: 907-586-7228 

 
NOTE:  When submitting this application, attach a copy of the voluntary cooperative contract  
or affidavit and a list of vessels associated with the cooperative or affidavit as required  
by § 679.32(e)(3). 
 

TYPE OF APPLICATION 
Indicate type of application: 
 
           [     ]  New Application                                       [     ]  Amended Approval 
 

 
BLOCK A – VOLUNTARY FISHERY COOPERATIVE INFORMATION 

1.  Name of Voluntary Cooperative: 
 
 

2.  Name of Cooperative’s Representative: 

3.  Permanent Business Mailing Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Business Telephone Number: 5.  Business Fax Number: 6. Business E-mail Address: 

 
BLOCK B – APPLICANT INFORMATION 

[     ]   Check here if applicant is the same as the entity/person identified in Block A.  If YES, proceed to Block C. 
1.  Name of Organization: 
 
 

2. Name of Organization’s Representative 
 

3.  Permanent Business Mailing Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Business Telephone Number: 5.  Business Fax Number: 6.  Business E-mail Address: 
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BLOCK D. COOPERATIVE VESSEL INFORMATION  

(duplicate additional sheets as needed) 

Vessel Name Federal Fisheries 
Permit No. 

License Limitation 
Program No. 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

BLOCK C – CERTIFICATION 
Under penalty of perjury, I certify by my signature below that I have examined the information and the claims 
provided on this application and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information presented here is true, 
correct, and complete. 
1.  Printed Name of Applicant’s      
Representative: 
 
 

2.  Signature of Representative: 3.  Date: 
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Instructions 
APPLICATION FOR  

APPROVAL OF NON-CDQ HARVEST REGULATIONS 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) Program is an economic development program 
associated with Federally managed fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area (BSAI).  The 
purpose of the program is to provide western Alaska communities the opportunity to participate and invest in BSAI 
fisheries, to support economic development in western Alaska, to alleviate poverty and provide economic and 
social benefits for residents of western Alaska, and to achieve sustainable and diversified local economies in 
western Alaska.   
 
The CDQ Program was developed to redistribute some of the BSAI fisheries’ economic benefits to adjacent 
communities by allocating a portion of commercially important BSAI fisheries species to such communities.  The 
CDQ Program was incorporated into the Magnuson-Stevens Act in 1996 through the Sustainable Fisheries Act 
(Public Law 104-297). 
 
NMFS will allow vessels that are fishing for groundfish CDQ, while operating in a voluntary fishery cooperative, to 
submit to NMFS an application for the use of non-CDQ regulations when the CDQ regulations are more restrictive 
than the regulations otherwise required for participants in non-CDQ groundfish fisheries.  This application may be 
submitted to NMFS at any time.  Upon NMFS’ approval, the use of non-CDQ harvesting regulations is effective.  
An approval is effective until the voluntary cooperative is no longer in effect, or until there is a change in the 
membership of the voluntary cooperative, whichever occurs first. 
 
NMFS will approve an application to use non-CDQ harvest regulations when it determines that  
 
 ♦ All of the information submitted with the application complies with the requirements of  
  50 CFR part 679.32(e)(2) and (3),  
 
 ♦ The vessels listed on the application form represent a majority of vessels participating in an applicable 

sector, and  
 
 ♦ The relevant CDQ harvest regulations are more restrictive than the non-CDQ regulations for the applicable 

sector. 
 
Additionally 
 
Retain a copy of completed application for your records. 
 
Submit the completed application via one of the following means: 
 
 Electronically to    SF_Division@noaa.gov, using a NMFS-approved format 
  
 By fax to     907-586-7465 
 
 By mail to     Sustainable Fisheries Division 
      NMFS Alaska Region 
      PO Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668 
 

mailto:SF_Division@noaa.gov�
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NOTE:  Attach a copy of the voluntary cooperative contract, as well as a list vessels associated with the 
cooperative, or affidavit as required by 50 CFR part 679.32(e)(3). 

 
If you have any questions, or if you need any assistance in completing the application, please call  
     NMFS Sustainable Fisheries at 907-586-7228. 
 
 

COMPLETING THE APPLICATION 
 
Submit the following information on this form:  
 
TYPE OF APPLICATION 
 
Indicate whether this application is for a new application or an amended approval. 
 
BLOCK A – VOLUNTARY FISHERY COOPERATIVE INFORMATION 
  
 1. Name of the voluntary cooperative.  
 
 2. Name of the cooperative’s representative. 
 
 3. Permanent business mailing address. 
 
 4. Business telephone number. 
 
 5. Business fax number 
 
 6. Business email address. 
 
BLOCK B – APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
If applicable, check box denoting that information in Block A is the same as that requested in Block B.  If the 
Cooperative and the Applicant are not the same, enter the following: 
 
 1. Name of the applicant’s organization.  
 
 2. Name of the organization’s representative. 
 
 3. Permanent business mailing address. 
 
 4. Business telephone number. 
 
 5. Business fax number. 
 
 6. Business email address. 
 
BLOCK C – CERTIFICATION 
 

Enter the Representative’s printed name, signature, and date signed.  
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BLOCK D – COOPERATIVE VESSEL IDENTIFICATION  (Attach additional sheet if necessary.) 
 
List the name, Federal Fisheries Permit (FFP) number, and License Limitation Groundfish (LLG) license number of 
each vessel 
 
ATTACHMENTS -- COOPERATIVE DOCUMENTATION 
 
The applicant must submit a copy of the current voluntary cooperative contract in effect for the vessels and 
fisheries for which the use of non-CDQ harvest regulations is requested.   
 
The contract must contain the printed names and signatures of each vessel owner who is a member of the 
cooperative, and the name, FFP number, and LLG license number for each vessel that is participating in the 
voluntary cooperative.   
 
The contract also must describe the target species, processing mode, gear types, and management area(s) associated 
with the voluntary cooperative’s federal fishing operations.   
 
Alternatively, the applicant may submit an affidavit describing the voluntary cooperative and its fishing operations 
(as noted above), and that affirms that each vessel listed in the application form is a member of a voluntary 
cooperative. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 
Public reporting burden for this collection-of-information is estimated to average 5 hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of 
information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection-of-information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection-of-information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and 
under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended in 2006; 3) Responses to this 
information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also confidential under 
NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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