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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 

PERMITS FOR INCIDENTAL TAKING OF ENDANGERED OR  
THREATENED SPECIES 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0230 
 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for extension of a currently approved information collection. 
 
The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.) prohibits the taking of 
endangered species, but provides some exceptions under Section 10.  An application is required 
for persons to obtain a permit to take endangered species incidental to an otherwise lawful 
activity.  The regulations at 50 CFR §222.307 set out specific requirements on what information 
must be provided in order to apply for an incidental take permit, or for an exception from 
needing such a permit.  The regulations contain three sets of information collections: 
(l) applications for incidental take permits under §222.307(b); (2) applications for certificates of 
inclusion under §222.307(f)(1); and (3) reporting requirements for issued permits under 
§222.307(d).  In addition, under protective regulations for certain listed species, a group may 
submit a watershed plan to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for review against 
guidelines that meet the standards of §223.204.  If the plan is adequate, then habitat restoration 
activities outlined in the plan are exempt from applying for an incidental take permit. 
 
For applications and watershed plans, the required information is used to evaluate the activity 
proposed in the application. For the annual reporting requirement, information is used to evaluate 
ongoing activities. All of the information is necessary for NMFS to ensure the conservation of 
endangered species under the ESA. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
All of the required information is used to evaluate the impacts of the proposed activity on 
endangered species; for example, to make the determinations required by the ESA prior to 
issuing a permit, and to establish appropriate permit conditions.  The analysis involved in making 
these determinations requires detailed information on the activity, the endangered species and 
how the activity may affect the animals directly or indirectly through alterations of the habitat. 
 
Incidental Take Permits 
The instructions for sea turtles are more specific than those for take of other species, and include 
more explanation, to make it clearer for the applicants.  The information required by both sets of 
instructions follow the regulations and is essentially the same. 
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I - III. These sections of the application instructions request the application title and date and the 
applicant’s name, address, and contact information.  The purpose and use of this information is 
self-explanatory. 
 
IV-V.  It is important for management purposes to know what species and stock will be affected 
by the proposed activity.  Due to animals' seasonal habits, such as breeding, the dates and 
locations of the activity are important to determine the impact to the species.  NMFS can provide 
the applicant with any information that the applicant may not have on the biology, distribution, 
etc. 
 
VI. A.  As a requirement to obtain exception to the ESA for incidental takes of an endangered 
species, there must be a conservation plan developed.  The purpose of this plan is to provide 
some benefit to the species to offset the negative impacts of the incidental take. 
 B.  The ESA also covers habitat for listed species.  Animals cannot survive without 
habitat, so protecting/restoring their habitat is an important part of their conservation and 
recovery. 
 C.  Because the proposed activity may have an adverse impact on a listed species, NMFS 
must ensure that all reasonable measures will be taken to minimize that impact.  Adequate 
funding must be available to ensure that the conservation plan can be carried out. 
 D.  NMFS must ensure that alternatives to the proposed action, which would have a 
lesser/no impact on the species, cannot reasonably be carried out in place of the proposed action.  
Again, NMFS must ensure that all reasonable measures will be taken to minimize the impact to 
listed species.  
 E.  NMFS must ensure that the data supplied in the application is valid.   
 
Certificates of Inclusion 
An application for a certificate of inclusion, to allow individuals to be included under a general 
incidental take permit, must include the following: 
 
1.  General incidental take permit under which the applicant wants coverage (self-explanatory). 
 
2.  Applicant's name, address and telephone number (if the applicant is a partnership or corporate 
entity, then the applicable details) (self-explanatory). 
 
3.  Description of the activity the applicant wants covered under the general permit, including 
anticipated geographic range and season (See explanation under IV and V above). 
 
4.  Signed statement that the applicant has read and understood the general incidental take permit 
and the conservation plan, will apply with the applicable terms and conditions, and will fund the 
applicable measures of the conservation plan (Self-explanatory, and see explanation under VI A. 
and C. above). 
 
Permit Reports 
The reports required by the incidental take permits are used by NMFS to monitor the taking, to 
assess the impacts to the species and its habitat, and to monitor compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the permit.   This information is necessary to ensure that the taking is not 
appreciably reducing the likelihood of the survival and recovery of the species and for 
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determining whether the terms and conditions of the permit are being complied with, as required 
by sections 10(a)(2)(B) and (C) of the ESA.  The regulations at §222.307(d)(1) state that permits 
must contain “Reporting requirements or rights of inspection for determining whether the terms 
and conditions are being complied with”.  The requirements for reports therefore, vary from 
permit to permit, depending on the permit conditions. 
 
Watershed Plans 
There are no formal instructions for Watershed Plans other than the regulations themselves, 
which state that a Watershed Plan must address the following, taken from 222.307(c): 
 

(i) The status of the affected species or stocks (See explanation for IV-V above); 
 

(ii) The potential severity of direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on the species or 
stocks and habitat as a result of the proposed activity (See explanation for VI B and C 
above); 
 

(iii)  The availability of effective monitoring techniques (To ensure that the actual impact 
is not different from the expected impact); 
 

(iv) The use of the best available technology for minimizing or mitigating impacts (See 
explanation for VI C above); and 
 

(v) The views of the public, scientists and other interested parties knowledgeable of the 
species or stocks or other matters related to the application (NMFS is required by the 
regulations, when issuing an exemption to ESA prohibitions, to solicit review and comment 
on the proposed activity from experts and the public). 

 
Transfer of Permits 
The regulations at §222.305 allow for transfer of permits associated with Habitat Conservation 
Plans, Safe Harbor Agreements with Assurances, and Candidate Conservation Agreements with 
Assurances.  NMFS proposed this change to the regulations in 2002, because on two occasions 
permit holders wanted to sell their property to new owners.  Prior to changing the regulations, the 
new owners would have had to apply for a separate permit to continue implementing actions 
required from the previous permit.  Under the current regulations, NMFS and the new 
landowners save time and money by transferring permits instead of issuing new permits.   
 
NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to 
question10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554 
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Application instructions are available over the Internet 
at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/esa_permits.htm.  Reports may be submitted 
electronically (via email), but NMFS must receive a signed paper copy of applications.  The 
small volume of responses does not justify designing a system for allowing e-signatures.   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Because the information required is for the receipt of benefits (exemption from the ESA Section 
10), and reporting on permit activity, the information collection is unique.  
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection should not have a significant impact on small entities. There are no small 
businesses and only one non-profit institution. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If the information were not collected, the incidental taking would not be allowed, and the 
applicant could not lawfully conduct the activity.  Annual reporting on permits is necessary to 
monitor the activity under the permit and the status of the species.  Less than annual reporting 
would hinder NMFS’ ability to conserve listed species. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on December 24, 2014 (79 FR 77459) solicited public 
comment on this renewal.  We received no comments. 
 
We contacted two non-NOAA stakeholders, North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries and 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission.  North Carolina provided “no comment.”  Virginia 
provided the following: 
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The information collected through the incidental take permitting process is useful for providing 
for protection of endangered and threaten species, while allowing for activities that may have an 
impact on the species to continue.  This limits potential economic impacts, compared to not 
allowing activities to continue at all. 
  
This was the first time I and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) have dealt 
with the incidental take permitting process.  I was also brought into the process after the agency 
had begun the initial steps and discussion with OPR staff.  Since I have been involved, the 
instructions provided by OPR staff have been generally easy to understand.  OPR staff have been 
helpful in providing examples of what needs to be included in the permit application and in 
providing feedback on options the VMRC has developed for the application.  Having either in 
person or conference calls to discuss sections of the application have been helpful and will 
hopefully aid to making sure the VMRC includes information required in the application.  The 
one area where the VMRC did have some confusion was in understanding how the number of 
lethal interactions would be applied.  This issue was clarified by OPR staff during a conference 
call.  OPR staff have been very responsive in the timing of responses to questions and in tracking 
the progress of the application.  I have had no problem calling or sending emails to OPR staff 
with questions I had about specific topics of the application.  I think maybe from both the VMRC 
and OPR staff’s sides, it has been a little difficult to discuss some of the sections of the permit 
without having the entire conservation plan section completed.  I’m not sure how this issue could 
be addressed without having an entire draft of the conservation plan completed before having 
meetings to discuss options.  This could result in timely revisions from the VMRC if OPR staff 
did not approve of decisions made by the VMRC.        
  
NOAA Response: With this particular applicant, VMRC, this is the first time they have applied 
for such a permit and developed a conservation plan with NMFS. We worked with this applicant 
entirely from scratch and helped them develop their program. Given that this is the first time 
they’ve come in for a permit and developed a conservation plan, their comment is expected.  
Upon their next application, they will be able to have a conservation plan developed prior to the 
permit development. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are given. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
No confidentiality is promised.  The information supplied is a matter of public record. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked. 
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12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
See table below. There are 13 unduplicated respondents per year (4 new applicants and 9 
submitting annual reports), 15 responses and 472 hours. 
 
Note: No watershed plans or certificates of inclusions are expected because none have been 
received in the past few years (2011-2015). 
  

Burden Hours and Labor Costs to the Public 
Type of 

response 
Permit 

Applications 
(once per 
permit) 

Certificates of 
Inclusion 

Permit 
Reports 

(annually) 

Watershed 
Plans (once 

per plan) 

Transfer of 
Incidental 

Take Permits 

TOTALS 

Number 
received per 
year 

4 0 9 0 2 15 

Hours per 
response 

80 0 8 0 40 minutes (1 
hr) 

 

Total hours 
(annually) 

320 0 72 0 2 394 

Labor cost per 
response (@ 
$18/hr.) 

$1,440 $0 $144 $0 $18  

Total labor 
cost (annually) 

$5,760 $0 $1,296 $0 $36 $7,092 

Cost to Government 
Processing: 
Federal 
government 
hours per 
response 

120 0 4 0 4  

Total hours 
(annually) 

480 0 36 0 8 524 

Cost per 
response (@ 
$25/hr.) 

$3,000 $0 $100 $0 $100  

Total cost 
(annually) 

$12,000 $0 $900 $0 $200 $13,100 

 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
We estimate annual costs of $450 for copying and mailing.  For each permit application, annual 
report submission, and request for transfer of permit, costs would average $20 for reproduction 
of the package.  Adding a mailing cost of $10 per package, for a total unit cost of $30, the cost 
for 4 submissions for permit applications, 9 annual reports, and 2 requests for transfer of permits 
(15 submissions) would total $450. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Cost to the Federal government is $13,100 (see table above). 
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15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustment: Time per permit transfer response was corrected from 40 hours to 40 minutes, and 
thus the total hours, from 472 to 394. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
There are no plans to publish the data. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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Via Electronic Submission  
March 17, 2015  
Jennifer Jessup  
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer  
Department of Commerce, Room 6616 
14th and Constitution Ave., NW   
Washington, DC  20230  
 
Re: Proposed Information Collection; Comment Request; International Dolphin Conservation Program 
 

Dear Ms. Jessup:   

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States and Humane Society International, we thank you 
for this opportunity to comment on the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Proposed Rule providing for 
Enhanced Document Requirements to Support Use of the Dolphin Safe Label on Tuna Products. 80 Fed. 
Reg. 3556 (January 23, 2015).  We write in support of continuing to collect all of the information 
currently collected under 50 CFR parts 216 and 300.   

This information is of critical importance for the proper performance of the functions of the agency.   
For instance, the tuna tracking forms required under 50 CFR 216.93 provide the data necessary for the 
agency to enforce the US dolphin-safe labeling standards.  Identifying and geographical information 
relayed through mandatory filings such as permit applications, transit waivers, and vessel status reports 
allows the agency to keep track of vessel commercial activities for enforcement purposes.  In addition, 
the data collected related to landings, imports, and exports provides a fuller picture of the trade 
occurring in various fish species, which enables the agency to better regulate the ocean ecosystem.  

We thank you again for this opportunity to comment and urge the agency to continue to collect all of 
the information that it currently collects under 50 CFR parts 216 and 300.   

 

Best regards, 

 
Kitty Block 
Vice President, Humane Society International 
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26 March 2015 

 
Ms. Jennifer Jessup (JJessup@doc.gov) 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer 
Department of Commerce 
Room 6616 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE: Proposed Information Collection 0648-0309 
 
Dear Ms. Jessup: 
 
 The Marine Mammal Commission (Commission) has reviewed the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Federal Register notice (80 Fed. Reg. 12155) regarding 
renewal of an information collection authorization for scientific research activities under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA).  
 
 Collection of the specified information is necessary to ensure that scientific research, 
exempted fishing, and exempted activities are subject to review prior to approval. In addition, the 
procedure requires that researchers submit reports following completion of their work. Because such 
scientific and exempted research can potentially shed light on direct and indirect interactions 
between fisheries and marine mammals, the Commission supports the extension of this information 
collection. Therefore the Commission recommends that this proposed information collection be 
approved.  
 
 Please contact me if you need additional information to support NOAA’s request. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Rebecca J. Lent, Ph.D. 
       Executive Director 
 
 
cc:  Dr. Jason Blackburn, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, NOAA 

http://www.mmc.gov/


 OMB Control No.   0648-0387 
Expires:   June 30, 2018 

 
 VESSEL PERMIT APPLICATION - 2015 
 $200.00  Fee 
 Species Sought:  Yellowfin and Other Tuna and Tuna-like Species 
 
The collection of information is mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1371) and by implementing regulations contained at 50 CFR §216.24(b)(1).  The 
information supplied on this form will be used by the National Marine Fisheries Service to authorize the incidental take and to alert vessel owners of applicable rules and 
regulations regarding the permit for the taking of marine mammals incidental to commercial purse seine fishing for yellowfin tuna in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.  The 
name of the vessel and owner, official number, tonnage, carrying capacity and business address supplied on this form may be released under the Freedom of Information Act.  
All other information supplied on this form are considered proprietary and therefore subject to data confidentiality restriction of National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Administrative Order 216-100. 
 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 

 
a. NAME OF VESSEL: 
 

 
b. OFFICIAL NUMBER: 

 
c. TONNAGE:  

 
d. CARRYING CAPACITY: 
(short or metric tons) 
 

 
e. MAXIMUM VESSEL SPEED: 
(knots) 

 
f. FEDERAL, STATE, AND COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSES: 
(include type, identification numbers, and expiration dates) 
 
 
 
 
g. TYPES OF PROCESSING EQUIPMENT: 
 
  

 
 2. OWNER INFORMATION 

 
I hereby certify that the above-named vessel, bearing the official number indicated, is owned as follows. (State the nature of ownership, e.g., 
corporation, partnership, joint venture, etc., after the owner's name.): 
 
OWNER'S NAME: 
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
 
TELEPHONE: 
FAX: 

 
 3. VESSEL PERMIT HOLDER INFORMATION 

 
THE VESSEL PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED TO THE OWNER IDENTIFIED IN BLOCK 2. PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IF THE PERMIT IS 
TO BE ISSUED TO THE MANAGING OWNER INSTEAD OF THE OWNER: 
 
MANAGING OWNER'S NAME 
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
 
TELEPHONE: 
FAX: 

 
 4. OPERATOR INFORMATION 

 
NAME OF PERMITTED OPERATOR: 
 



 5. MARINE MAMMAL SAFETY INFORMATION 
 

 
Does the above-named vessel intend to make intentional purse seine sets on marine mammals to capture tuna?  

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
IF YES, IS THE VESSEL EQUIPPED WITH THE FOLLOWING DOLPHIN SAFETY GEAR? 
 
Dolphin Safety Panel 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Dolphin Safety Panel Markers 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Dolphin Safety Panel Hand Holds are securely fastened 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Dolphin Safety Panel Corkline Hangings are securely fastened 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
An operational Dolphin Safety Light capable of producing 140,000 lumens 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Minimum of 3 speedboats equipped with towing bridles or towing posts 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
At least two Operational Facemasks, Snorkels, or Viewboxes 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Operational Raft 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
 6. VESSEL CONTACT PERSON 

 
THE FOLLOWING PERSON HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DEAL WITH NMFS ON BEHALF OF THE VESSEL: 
 
a. NAME: 
   BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
 
   TELEPHONE: 
   FAX: 
 

 
b. RELATIONSHIP TO VESSEL OWNER 
   OR MANAGING OWNER (specify): 
 
 
 

 
 7. PERSON COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION 

 
a. NAME: 
 
 

 
b. RELATIONSHIP TO VESSEL OWNER OR 
   MANAGING OWNER: 

 
I agree to release to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) all records made by Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission observers during fishing 
trips aboard the vessel under this permit and furnish the international observer program with all release forms required to authorize the observer data to be 
provided to NMFS.  Under penalty of perjury, I declare that the information in this application is true and complete. 
 
                                                         _____________________________________                  
           SIGNATURE OF THE PERSON COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION                                           DATE 
 
Upon completion, submit with $200.00 fee in check payable to:  National Marine Fisheries Service.  Send to:  National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Attn: Permits, 501 West Ocean, Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach CA  90802-4213 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Regional Administrator, West Coast Region, National Marine Fisheries Service, 501 
West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, California, 90802-4213, (562) 980-4001. 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a current and valid 
OMB Control number. 



OMB Control No.   0648-0387 
Expires:   June 30, 2018 

 
 OPERATOR PERMIT APPLICATION - 2015 
 No Fee Required 
 
The collection of information is mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1371) and by implementing regulations contained at 50 CFR §216.24(b)(2).  The 
information supplied on this form will be used by the National Marine Fisheries Service to authorize the incidental take and to alert vessel owners of applicable rules and 
regulations regarding the permit for the taking of marine mammals incidental to commercial purse seine fishing for yellowfin tuna in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.  The 
name of the operator supplied on this form may be released under the Freedom of Information Act.  All other information supplied on this form are considered proprietary and 
therefore subject to data confidentiality restriction of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Administrative Order 216-100. 
 
 1. OPERATOR INFORMATION 

 
OPERATOR NAME: 
(First, Middle, Last) 
 
HOME ADDRESS: 
 
TELEPHONE: 
FAX: 
EMAIL: 

 
 2. PERMIT INFORMATION 
 

 
VESSEL NAME(S): 
 

 
 
DATE, LOCATION, AND PROVIDER OF MOST RECENT TUNA PURSE SEINE MARINE MAMMAL SKIPPER WORKSHOP: 
 
 
 

 
 
OTHER FEDERAL, STATE, AND COMMERCIAL LICENSES HELD BY OPERATOR: 
(include type, identification numbers, and expiration dates) 
 
 
 

 
I declare that the information in this application is true and complete. 
 
                                                                                             __________________________ 
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE       DATE 
 
-or- 
 
                                                                                             _____________________________ __________________________________________ 
APPLICANT'S REPRESENTATIVE NAME (PLEASE PRINT)                         SIGNATURE       DATE 
 
Upon Completion, submit to:  National Marine Fisheries Service, Attn: Permits, 501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach CA  90802-
4213 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Regional Administrator, West Coast Region, National Marine Fisheries Service, 501 
West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, California, 90802-4213, (562) 980-4000 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a current and valid 
OMB Control number. 



3556 Federal Register / Vol. 80, No. 15 / Friday, January 23, 2015 / Notices 

Sirjanco Trading LLC, Ali Eslamian, 
Mahan Air General Trading LLC, Skyco 
(UK) Ltd., Equipco (UK) Ltd., and/or 
Mehdi Bahrami may, at any time, appeal 
their inclusion as a related person by 
filing a full written statement in support 
of the appeal with the Office of the 
Administrative Law Judge, U.S. Coast 
Guard ALJ Docketing Center, 40 South 
Gay Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202– 
4022. 

In accordance with the provisions of 
Section 766.24(d) of the EAR, BIS may 
seek renewal of this Order by filing a 
written request not later than 20 days 
before the expiration date. A renewal 
request may be opposed by Mahan 
Airways as provided in Section 
766.24(d), by filing a written submission 
with the Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Export Enforcement, 
which must be received not later than 
seven days before the expiration date of 
the Order. 

A copy of this Order shall be provided 
to Mahan Airways and each related 
person, and shall be published in the 
Federal Register. This Order is effective 
immediately and shall remain in effect 
for 180 days. 

Dated: January 16, 2015. 
David W. Mills, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export 
Enforcement. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01215 Filed 1–22–15; 8:45 a.m.] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; International 
Dolphin Conservation Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 24, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to: Justin Greenman, (562) 980– 
3264 or justin.greenman@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) collects 
information to implement the 
International Dolphin Conservation 
Program Act (Act). The Act allows entry 
of yellowfin tuna into the United States 
(U.S.), under specific conditions, from 
nations in the International Dolphin 
Conservation Program that would 
otherwise be under embargo. The Act 
also allows U.S. fishing vessels to 
participate in the yellowfin tuna fishery 
in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean 
(ETP) on terms equivalent with the 
vessels of other nations. NOAA collects 
information to allow tracking and 
verification of ‘‘dolphin safe’’ and ‘‘non- 
dolphin safe’’ tuna products from catch 
through the U.S. market. 

The regulations implementing the Act 
are at 50 CFR parts 216 and 300. The 
recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements at 50 CFR parts 216 and 
300 form the basis for this collection of 
information. This collection includes 
permit applications, notifications, tuna 
tracking forms, reports, and 
certifications that provide information 
on vessel characteristics and operations 
in the ETP, the origin of tuna and tuna 
products, and certain other information 
necessary to implement the Act. 

II. Method of Collection 
Paper applications, other paper 

records, electronic and facsimile 
reports, and telephone calls are required 
from participants. Methods of submittal 
include transmission of paper forms via 
regular mail and facsimile as well as 
electronic submission via email or an 
FTP site (password protected). 

III. Data 
OMB Number: 0648–0387. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
144. 

Estimated Time per Response: 35 
minutes for a vessel permit application; 
10 minutes for an operator permit 
application, a notification of vessel 

arrival or departure, a change in permit 
operator; a notification of a net 
modification or a monthly tuna storage 
removal report; 30 minutes for a request 
for a waiver to transit the ETP without 
a permit (and subsequent radio 
reporting) or for a special report 
documenting the origin of tuna (if 
requested by the NOAA Administrator); 
10 hours for an experimental fishing 
operation waiver; 15 minutes for a 
request for a Dolphin Mortality Limit; 
35 minutes for written notification to 
request active status for a small tuna 
purse seine vessel; 5 minutes for written 
notification to request inactive status for 
a small tuna purse seine vessel or for 
written notification of the intent to 
transfer a tuna purse seine vessel to 
foreign registry and flag; 60 minutes for 
a tuna tracking form or for a monthly 
tuna receiving report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 341. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $1,250. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 16, 2015. 

Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01060 Filed 1–22–15; 8:45 am] 
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