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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0229
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7.Tile  GreaterAtlantic RegionDealerPurchas&keports

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords

Fish,FisheriesFishery,Fishing,FishingVessels

10. Abstract

All federallypermitteddealersof Atlantic mackerel squid,butterfish,Atlantic seascallop,Atlantic surfclam,oceanquahogNortheast
(NE) multispeciesmonkfish,summeirflounder,scup,black seabass Atlantic bluefish,spiny dogfish,Atlantic herring,skatestilefish,
hagfish,Americanlobstermusthavebeenissuedandhavein their possessioa federaldealerpermitin orderto purchasesuchspecies
from fishing vessels.Federallypermitteddealersn the abovefisheriesarerequiredto submitcertaininformationregardingheir fish
purchaseso the NationalMarine FisheriesService(NMFS). Trip-level (trip by trip) reportsprovidethe comprehensivdatathatare

necessaryor successfulong-termmanagemendf eachfishery.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a._X Individuals or households d. Farms
b. _P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. [[J] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents 657

b. Total annual responses 34,164

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 100 9%

c. Total annual hours requested 2,278
d. Current OMB inventory 2,926
e. Difference -648
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 0

2. Adjustment -648

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of

dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory 6

e. Difference -6

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change 0
2. Adjustment -68

@|0|(O|O|O

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. ﬁ Program planning or management
b. _X Program evaluation f._X Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [[J Reporting
1.[ ]0On occasion 2. [[1] Weekly 3.[ ]Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: David Ulmer
Phone: (757)723-0303
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19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date

signedby Alan Risenhoover 10/14/2014

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
GREATER ATLANTIC REGION DEALER PURCHASE REPORTS
OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0229

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for extension of a current information collection. In addition, the name of the
collection is being changed from “Northeast Region Dealer Purchase Reports” to “Greater
Atlantic Region Dealer Purchase Reports”, due to a recent change to the region’s name.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMES) is responsible for the stewardship of the Nation’s living marine resources and their
habitats within the United States Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). NMFS works to conserve,
protect, and manage these resources to ensure their continuation as functioning components of
ecosystems, while also affording economic opportunities and enhancing the quality of life for the
American public. Our mandates and authorities are derived from numerous statutes, most
significantly the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA).

Under the MSA — initially implemented in 1976, amended in 1996 with the passage of the
Sustainable Fisheries Act and most recently amended in 2006 by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act — the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) has
the responsibility for conservation and management of the nation's marine fishery resources.
Much of this responsibility has been delegated to NMFS. Under this stewardship role, the
Secretary is authorized to adopt such regulations as may be necessary to create sustainable
fisheries by eliminating over fishing while achieving, on a continuing basis, the optimum vyield
from each fishery.

One of the regulatory steps taken to ensure that these measures are based on the best available
scientific information is the collection of data from the users of the resource. Thus, as Regional
Fishery Management Councils develop specific Fishery Management Plans (FMPs), the
Secretary has set forth rules for the collection of fishery-dependent data from dealers/processors
and vessels in order to monitor, evaluate and enforce the fishery regulations intended to achieve
sustainable fisheries. The continuing need for this information is explicit in the management
goals and objectives established by the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council (MAFMC)
and the New England Fisheries Management Council (NEFMC) as well as in the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, the Sustainable Fisheries Act and NMFES Strategic Plan.

In an effort to achieve the goals of the MSA, several fisheries are now being managed by harvest
limits including quotas, annual target total allowable catches (TAC) and domestic annual harvest
(DAH) limits. These fisheries often have short fishing seasons and require in-season
management measures, such as closures and trip limits, to ensure that harvest levels established
in each FMP are not exceeded. Therefore, as more fisheries are being managed by harvest limits,


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/esa.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/text.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/sustainable_fishereries_act.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mb/strategic/NMFSstrategicplan200510.pdf

the timely collection of data from dealers and vessel owners and operators is and will continue to
be a necessary component of most management regimes, as evidenced in several FMPs.

All federally permitted dealers of Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop,
Atlantic surfclam, ocean quahog, Northeast (NE) multispecies, monkfish, summer flounder,
scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic herring, skates, tilefish, hagfish,
American lobster must have been issued and have in their possession a federal dealer permit in
order to purchase such species from fishing vessels. Federally permitted dealers in the above
fisheries are required to submit certain information regarding their fish purchases to NMFS.
Trip-level (trip by trip) reports provide the comprehensive data that are necessary for successful
long-term management of each fishery.

Section 303(a)(5) of the MSA specifically identifies the kinds of data to be collected for FMPs.
Comprehensive trip-level reports submitted by dealers include individual vessel information,
purchases by species and market category, and pricing information. The use of approved
electronic submission processes to collect the information is an essential ingredient in the
management of fishery resources because they provide an efficient means to collect that
information on which management decisions are made.

In all fisheries requiring mandatory reporting, 'negative reporting' by dealers is required if no fish
was purchased during the reporting period. Negative reports are necessary in order to accurately
identify dealers who have not purchased fish as opposed to those who have failed to report their
purchases.

All large vessel at-sea processors of Atlantic mackerel that have been issued, and have in their
possession, a federal at-sea processor permit may purchase mackerel from fishing vessels at sea
for processing provided the large vessel did not harvest the mackerel. These Federally permitted
vessels are also required to submit certain information regarding their fish purchases to NMFS.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

Almost every international, federal, state, and local fishery management authority recognizes the
value of fisheries' statistics collections and uses them as part of their management systems.
Fisheries statistics are used by economists, biologists, and managers to develop, monitor, and
enforce controls on fishery harvests.

The information collected is used by several offices of NMFS, the NEFMC, the MAFMC and the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) to monitor quota-managed species,
ensuring that conservation and management actions may be taken in a timely manner. Accurate
and timely landings reports are especially important for monitoring commercial landings by
species and evaluating the effectiveness of each FMP in achieving its fishing mortality targets.

In addition to the uses specifically relating to management of individual species, the statistics
collected through these reports will be incorporated into the NMFS databases which are used in



many analyses by various offices of NMFS, the Regional Fishery Management Councils, the
United States Coast Guard (USCG), state fishery enforcement agencies, the Departments of State
and Commerce, Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the Corps of Engineers,
Congressional staffs, the fishing industry, and the public. The data also serve as inputs to a
variety of uses such as biological analyses and stock assessments, and in support of Executive
Order (E.Q.) 12866 “Regulatory Planning and Review”, quota and allocation selections and
monitoring, economic profitability profiles, trade and import tariff decisions, allocation of grant
funds among states, and identification of ecological interactions among species. Data used are
also utilized for monitoring and evaluating ESA and MMPA actions.

Purchases from Fishing VVessels - Northeast

Purchases from fishing vessels are submitted by dealers.

Vessel-based information required under the mandatory program includes a dealer name, location
and permit number, vessel name and permit number, or USCG or state registration number in
lieu of the federal permit number, trip identifier, along with port and state landed. This
information is necessary to the accounting systems used by the dealers and is part of the dealer’s
own record-keeping requirements. Vessel name and permit number are used to identify the
respondent and the legal entity (owners) controlling the fishing practices of the vessel. Vessel
fishing permit information is used by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) to determine violations of quota and reporting
regulations. Violations may result in fines, suspension of a fishing permit, or seizure of the
catch. Since many vessels are owned by individuals or by corporations, identification and
location of the company purchasing the product and the identification of the vessel from which
the product was purchased are necessary to enforce fishery regulations.

Dealers utilizing their surfclam or ocean quahog permit are required to report cage tag numbers
when purchasing those species from vessel fishing under an Individual Transferable Quota (ITQ).
Cage tag numbers are used to verify landings and monitor compliance in the surfclam and ocean
quahog fisheries, which are managed using an ITQ system.

All of this information is needed in order to process the data, and to match each dealer report
with the corresponding fishing vessel logbooks (OMB Control No. 0648-0212) submitted by the
vessel owners, using these fields as the identifiers. Coordinating the data submitted by vessels
and dealers is necessary for monitoring compliance by both parties and for providing verification
of reporting. In addition, linking the two data sets allows for the allocation of effort and location
data from the vessel logbooks to the corresponding dealer reports which contain the economic
data, thus providing a complete representation of the industry. Information regarding the state
where landed is used to assign landings to the appropriate state when the data are compiled by
NMFES. This is especially important in fisheries where the FMP is based on coast-wide quotas
allocated by state, such as summer flounder.

Species purchased, unit of measure, amount, and value, by species, grade, market category, and
disposition code is collected under the mandatory reporting program. The pounds purchased, in
combination with the species, are used by NMFS to determine current harvest rates for each
fishery on a real-time basis. When certain trigger points are reached, depending on the fishery,


http://www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/inforeg/eo12866.pdf
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NMFS will be able to establish or change a trip limit or close a fishery, as appropriate, in order to
meet the regulatory requirements set forth under each FMP. Species information, such as
landings by species and market (size) category, is the basic measure of fishing success from
which fishermen, biologists, and economists draw conclusions about the status of the fishery.
Species landing information is needed because controlling the quantity of fish harvested is often
the means for ensuring continued harvests over time. The unit of measure identifies how the
specie is landed, i.e. bushels versus poundage versus individuals. This identifies which
conversion factors to use in determining the overall weight in pounds of the landing. Grade
categories establish the correct conversion factor back to whole fish weight to accurately
determine the amount of fish landed. The market categories are also for the convenience of the
dealer because price is size-dependent and the catch is usually culled and sold by market
category.

Disposition of seafood products is needed to determine the ultimate fate and use of harvested fish
and shellfish. Price and value are used in estimating the earnings and profitability of each fishing
trip by the vessel operator and in regulatory impact reviews and economic input-output models
requiring such data to estimate the economic effects of changes induced by the biology or
management of the fishery. Special economic studies are conducted to obtain detailed
information on specific issues or fisheries when resources are available. It should be noted that
both species and price information are necessary for the dealer’s own accounting operation;
therefore, reporting that information does not constitute an additional reporting burden.

Dealer e-mail addresses are being requested on a voluntary basis to allow for confirmation
notices to be sent by NMFS when a report has been submitted. The collection of dealer e-mail
addresses can also allow for electronic dissemination of information from NMFS Service to
industry.

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information, subject to the data confidentiality provisions of the
MSA. NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information
will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section
515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technoloqy.

Federally permitted dealers are required to submit detailed reports of all purchases from fishing
vessels electronically. To accommodate the varying extent to which dealers use computer
applications, dealers can choose how they will submit purchase reports electronically. The
options include an online data entry form available at http://www.accsp.org/safis.htm,

an offline data entry form (fillable and printable), and an acceptable file upload report system
implemented by NMFS Service, or by one or more state fishery management agencies.



http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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Due to the required confidentiality of fish purchase reports, information sent from dealers to
NMFS is subject to strict encryption standards and is available only to authorized agency
personnel and the submitter. Dealers receive a user name and personal identification number
(PIN) that enables them to log onto a secure site and submit their reports. Dealers are also
allowed to access, review, and edit the information they have submitted using a secure procedure
similar to those in common usage throughout the banking industry. These submissions constitute
the official reports as required by the various FMPs in the Northeast.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Operational Guidelines on the FMP Process require that each FMP evaluate existing state and
Federal laws that govern the fisheries in question, and the findings are made part of each FMP.
Each Fishery Management Council membership comprises state and federal officials responsible
for resource management in their state or area. Bringing fisheries managers together for the
review of existing state or Federal laws helps to identify other collections that may be gathering
the same or similar information. If a state is collecting the required information under its own
authority and can provide the data, generally NMFS will use the state's data rather than duplicate
state collections. In addition, each FMP undergoes extensive public comment periods where
potential participants in the fishery to be managed review the proposed permit application
requirements and data collection proposals. Therefore, NMFS is confident it is aware of similar
collections if they exist and has avoided duplication to the extent possible.

The exception to duplicate data collection by state and Federal authorities is for certain quota-
managed species, including summer flounder, scup, black sea bass and Atlantic bluefish, among
others. Landings for these species are also collected by the states in some cases because they are
managed by a state-allocated quota system as well as by a Federal one. Monitoring the quotas in
a timely manner is critical for effective management and so some, but not all, states have
implemented their own weekly reporting system. Because landings of these species need to be
monitored for each state in the NE Region, Federal law requires reporting of all purchases made
by federally permitted dealers.

The dealer report submitted by dealers and processors in the Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish,
Atlantic sea scallop, Atlantic surf clam, ocean quahog, NE multispecies, monkfish, summer
flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic herring, Atlantic deep-
sea red crab, skate, tilefish, hagfish or American Lobster fisheries duplicates, for the purpose of
verification and accuracy, some of the information provided by vessel operators on the Fishing
Vessel Trip Report (Form 88-30 or its equivalent) and Shellfish Trip Report Form (Form 88-140)
in OMB Control No. 0648-0212. In this case certain duplication is desirable to track harvesting,
to identify possible reporting violations, and to ensure fairness in application of the measures
among the entire group of allocation holders.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Because all of the dealers who will respond are considered small businesses, separate
requirements based on the size of business have not been developed. The dealer electronic



reporting system was developed and tested in conjunction with industry members to ensure a
system that is functional and useable for their business purposes. The system accommodates, to
the extent possible, existing business software application systems that are being used by dealers.
The system allows dealers who currently use such applications to upload a data file from their
business application to NMFS, minimizing any additional reporting burden. Dealers who choose
to keypunch their data directly into the web-based data entry system will be able to use those
reports for their own business records, replacing Form 88-30 or its equivalent which many
dealers had used as their official transaction record.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The dealer purchase reports provide the only source of first-purchase information by dealers
involved in these federally managed species. The reports provide critical information on the
prices paid for products, the types of products being landed, and the number of dealers involved
in the fisheries.

Timely reporting is critical for monitoring fisheries managed by quotas or other harvest limits.
This is especially true in fisheries with small or seasonal quotas where in-season management
actions, such as closures or implementation of or changes to trip limits must be taken in a timely
manner. NMFS is able to effectively monitor the quota-managed species on a weekly basis.

Reporting of null reports by dealers who do not make any purchases during the reporting week
allows NMFS to verify compliance, identify non-reporters, and to take the appropriate action in a
timely manner without placing an undue burden on the respondents.

If this collection were not conducted, NMFS would be unable to meet its statutory requirements
under the MSA, and the fisheries in the NE could not be managed effectively, potentially
resulting in irrevocable damage to a public resource.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

The data collection is consistent with 5 CFR 1320.6 guidelines except that it requires information
to be reported more frequently than quarterly. The need for this is described in Question 6.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on April 22, 2014 (FR Doc. 2014-09214) solicited public
comments on this renewal. No comments were received.




The Federal Register Notice was announced at the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s
June 10-12 2014 meeting and at the New England Fishery Management Council June 17-19 2014
meeting. The information was also made publicly available at both council meetings through
Status of Action Reports. No comments were received, or additional information, requested by
either Council.

Since the initial implementation of mandatory electronic reporting for seafood dealers on

May 01, 2004, NMFS has continued to work with industry to solicit comments and feedback to
ensure the process meets their needs, and continues to modify the reporting systems based on this
feedback.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

Not Applicable.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

As stated on the forms, all data will be kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the
MSA, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form, without
identification as to its source. Reports are considered confidential under the Trade Secrets Act as
well.

11. Provide additional justification for any guestions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Table 1.
Calculation of Public and Federal
Cost and Burden Estimates
Annual
No. of Responses Total Avg. Total Labor
Annual Response Response
Respondents Per Year . Cost to
Responses Time (Hrs) Hours .
Public
Mandatory
Weekly 657 52 34,164 4 mins. 2,278 $43,009
Reporting

Dealers required to complete and submit Electronic Dealer Purchase Reports include those
permitted in the Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop, NE multispecies,
monkfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic

herring, Atlantic deep-sea red crab, tilefish, skate, Atlantic surfclam and/or ocean quahog fishery,

hagfish and American lobster. According to data available through the NE Region Permit



http://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/trade_secret

database, approximately 657 dealers are permitted for one or more of the fisheries with
mandatory electronic reporting requirements.

As indicated in Table 1, the total annual reporting burden associated with this collection is
estimated at 2,278 hours. This burden assumes an average response time of 4 minutes to submit
electronic data files. The only additional time resulting from this collection is the time required
to log in and transfer their existing data file. Dealers opting to enter data online may use the
online system for their own business practices and to generate standard business reports.
Therefore, the reporting burden reflects only the time needed to gather any additional information
needed to complete the reports and to submit the data file or forms to NMFS. In addition, it is
anticipated that several of the reports submitted will be negative reports and will take less time to
complete or transfer. The reporting costs to the public are based on a respondent wage of
$18.88/burden hour.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

Table 2. Calculation of Annual Cost to Respondents Excluding Respondent Time

Start-up Costs
*
per Respondent o mes
it (establishing
Internet Access)
4 (per RIN 0648-
New dealers AVT7) 21 84
Annuitized dealers 653 0
Totals 657 84

*The start-up costs could include computer set up and program installation and upgrade in
internet service.

Respondents are required to retain copies of their reports for a period of three years after the date
of the report for purposes of enforcement investigations, and to serve as the official records for
establishing individual vessel allocations. Enforcement investigations may take up to three years
before agents interview the respondents. Retention of a copy of the records submitted removes
the possible excuse for non-reporting that the original was delivered to but not received by
NMFS. Business records are normally retained for three years and many respondents use these
reports for that purpose, thus there is no impact on the public burden or cost by this requirement.



14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Government Maintenance Costs
Labor Non - Labor
$309,259 $32,813
$342,072

The costs to the Government incurred as a result of this action are maintenance costs that would
be associated with personnel who currently manage the automated data-collection program.
Labor costs include personnel who would still be utilized on the dealer reporting process after
system implementation although their job functions would change to maintenance,
troubleshooting, auditing and assistance providing mode. Limited system support and assistance
for dealers is also provided by NMFS. Technical experts may accompany field staff, to the
extent possible, on visits to industry and port offices for system troubleshooting and
maintenance. Non-labor maintenance costs include expenses incurred for system upgrades,
computer equipment, and printing of forms.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Adjustments: Estimated dealer numbers have decreased from 844 to 657. There are several
possible explanations/contributing factors: 1) there may have been a drop in the number of
businesses seeking federal permits out of the Greater Atlantic Region. This is due to prohibition
of permits due to past history or fewer businesses wanting to deal with the reporting
requirements; 2) There could be a decrease in the overall number of dealer submitting landings.
Several dealers maintain permits but don't submit landing data; 3) there were probably some
estimation errors in 2012 that showed an incorrect increase from 726 dealers in 2010.

Costs have been corrected; previously, an operating cost per dealer was actually based on labor
costs, in error.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Results from these collections may be used in scientific, management, technical, or general
informational publications such as Fisheries of the United States (FUS) and in Status of the
Fishery Resources (SFR) off the Northeastern United States, which follow prescribed statistical
tabulations and summary table formats. The time schedule for publication of FUS is June of the
year following collection. Publication of SFR has usually been in September. Data are available
to the general public on request in summary form only and to NMFS Service employees in
detailed form on a need-to-know basis only. Aggregate landings and economic data are available
on NMFS web pages as well.



17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Because this collection involves electronic reports, there is no form on which to display an
expiration date. However, an expiration date will be displayed in the instructions or cover letter
that will be mailed to each permit holder who is required to report purchases through the
electronic system.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

No exceptions are requested.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.
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New England Council Actions

Groundfish

Final Rule for Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) Catch Reporting Requirements and ACE
Carryover

On May 30, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (79 FR 31050) to require
daily VMS catch reporting for sector vessels declared to fish in the Eastern U.S./Canada Area.
This is necessary to better ensure accurate and timely Eastern U.S./Canada Area quota monitoring.
This rule also announced the de minimis amount of unused sector annual catch entitlement (ACE)
that may be carried over without being subject to potential accountability measures. For more
information on the VMS reporting requirements, please contact Liz Sullivan at (978) 282-8493

or Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov. For information on ACE carryover, please contact Mike Ruccio at
(978) 281-9104 or Michael.Ruccio@noaa.gov.

Final Rule for Fishing Year (FY) 2014 Sector Operation Plans

On April 28, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (79 FR 23278) that
approved sector operations plans for 2014, allocated quota for 15 groundfish stocks to each sector,
and granted the sector vessels a number of exemptions. Seventeen sectors will operate, 16 of
which will have active fishing vessels, and one sector that is a private permit bank. In addition to
the universal sector exemptions, we granted 20 exemptions, including 3 new exemptions for 2014
as described below.

e Exemption from portions of the Nantucket Lightship Closed Area for groundfish vessels on
a sector trip;

e Prohibition on combining a small-mesh exempted fishery and a sector trip on the same trip;
and

e 6.5-inch minimum mesh size requirement for trawl nets to target redfish.

For more information, please contact Brett Alger at (978) 675-2153 or email at
Brett.alger@noaa.gov.

Interim Final Rule for Fishing Year 2014 Recreational Management Measures

On April 22, 2014, NMFS published an interim final rule in the Federal Reqgister (79 FR 22419)
that changes the Gulf of Maine Atlantic cod and haddock recreational fishery minimum fish size
requirements, per-angler possession limits, and fishing seasons for FY 2014 (May 1, 2014-April
30, 2015). This action is necessary to ensure that recreational catch does not exceed recreational
catch limits for these two stocks, consistent with the fisheries accountability measures. For
information, please contact Mike Ruccio at (978) 281-9104 or email at
Michael.Ruccio@noaa.gov.

Scallops

Proposed Rule for Framework Adjustment 25 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management
Plan

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 9, 2014 (79 FR 26690). This
rulemaking would set specifications for the scallop fishery for fishing year (FY) 2014, including
days-at-sea (DAS) allocations, individual fishing quotas, and sea scallop access area trip
allocations. This action would also set precautionary default FY 2015 specifications in case the
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next framework is implemented after March 1, 2015, which is the start of FY 2015, and
transitional measures are needed. In addition, Framework 25 considers allowing pounds that went
unharvested in the Closed Area | Access Area in 2012 and 2013 to be landed in a future year;
develops Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic windowpane flounder accountability measures; and
provides full-time scallop vessels the option to exchange their allocated Delmarva Access Area
trip for 5 DAS. The comment period for this rule closed on May 27, 2014. A final rule is under
development. For more information, please contact Travis Ford at (978) 281-9233 or email

at travis.ford@noaa.gov.

Monkfish

Proposed Rule for Monkfish Framework Adjustment 8

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 27, 2014 to implement measures
adopted under Framework Adjustment 8 (79 FR 30065 ). The comment period closes June 11,
2014. This action would increase monkfish DAS allocations and landing limits, allow monkfish-
only DAS to be used at any time, and allow Category H vessels to fish throughout the Southern
Fishery Management Area. A final rule is under development. For more information, please
contact Douglas Christel at (978) 281-91413 or email at douglas.christel@noaa.gov.

Herring

Possession limit implemented for Atlantic Herring Management Area 1B

On May 22, 2014, NMFS established a 2,000-Ib herring possession limit for Herring Management
Area 1B (79 FR 30483, May 28, 2014) because it projected that 92 percent of the 2014 catch limit
for that area was harvested. Vessels issued Federal herring permits may not fish for,

catch, possess or land more than 2,000 Ib of herring in or from Area 1B per trip or calendar

day, beginning May 24, 2014, through December 31, 2014. This action is necessary to comply
with the Herring Fishery Management Plan and is intended to prevent over harvest in Area

1B. For more information, please contact Carrie Nordeen at (978) 281-9272 or email

at carrie.nordeen@noaa.gov.

Skate

Proposed Rule for Northeast Skate Framework 2

A proposed rule for Framework 2 to the Northeast Skate Complex FMP published in

the Federal Register on May 21, 2014 (79 FR 29154). The comment period on the framework
closes on June 20, 2014. Framework 2 would implement skate fishery specifications for the 2014-
2015 fishing years, including reduced annual catch limits and total allowable landings. It also
proposes changes to skate reporting requirements for vessels and dealers. For additional
information contact Toby Curtis at 978-281-9273 or by email at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov.

Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab

Final Rule for the 2014-2016 Atlantic Deep Sea Red Crab Specifications

NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 30, 2014 (79 FR 24356). The final
rule maintains the same annual catch limit and total allowable landings level as was set for the
2011-2013 fishing years at 3.91 million Ib. There has not been an update to the red crab stock
assessment since 2009. Therefore, there was no need to change the measures that had been in
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place. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email at
carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Mid-Atlantic Council Actions

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass

Summer Flounder Commercial Quota Transfer - Virginia to New Jersey

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on May 20, 2014 (79 FR 28850), that
transferred 2,634 Ib of commercial summer flounder quota from Virginia to New Jersey. The
revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2014 were: Virginia, 2,572,766 Ib; and New
Jersey, 1,912,290 Ib. This transfer was prompted by safe harbor landings in New Jersey by a
Virginia vessel. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email
at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Summer Flounder Commercial Quota Transfer — North Carolina to Virginia, and New Jersey
Quota Correction

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on June 4, 2014 (79 FR 32170), that
transferred 2,758 Ib of commercial summer flounder quota from North Carolina to Virginia. The
revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2014 are: North Carolina, 2,729,195 Ib; and
Virginia, 2,388,012 Ib. This transfer was prompted by safe harbor landings in Virginia by a North
Carolina vessel. Additionally, this rule corrects the New Jersey 2014 summer flounder
commercial quota to account for quota transfers to date that were not included in the final rule for
the 2014 summer flounder specifications. The 2014 New Jersey summer flounder quota is
1,765,195 Ib. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email at
carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Atlantic Bluefish

Proposed Rule for 2014 Specifications for the Atlantic Bluefish Fishery

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on April 11, 2014 (79 FR 20161),
proposing 2014 specifications for bluefish. The comment period closes on April 28, 2014. The
bluefish stock was updated in 2013 and resulted in a revision of the previously recommended
acceptable biological catch (ABC) for 2014. The proposed action would decrease the ABC to
24.432 million Ib from 27.472 million Ib in 2013, as well as set a commercial quota of 7.269
million Ib, a recreational harvest limit of 13.179 million Ib, and a 15-fish recreational possession
limit. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email at
carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Spiny Dogfish

Proposed Rule for Amendment 3 to the Spiny Dogfish FMP

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register for Amendment 3 to the Spiny Dogfish
Fishery Management Plan FMP on April 10, 2014 (79 FR 19861). The comment period on the
amendment closed on May 27, 2014. The Decision Date for Amendment 3 is June 26, 2014.

If approved, Amendment 3 would include the creation of a research set-aside quota for spiny
dogfish, update Essential Fish Habitat definitions, allow the rollover of specifications from one
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year to the next, and remove the seasonal allocation of the commercial quota. For additional
information contact Toby Curtis at 978-281-9273 or by email at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov.

Proposed Rule for Spiny Dogfish 2014-2015 Specifications

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register for 2014-2015 specifications for the spiny
dogfish fishery on May 13, 2014 (79 FR 27274). The comment period closes on June 12, 2014.
The proposed specifications include increased annual catch limits and commercial quotas for the
2014-2015 fishing years. Based upon the New England Council’s recommendation, NMFS
proposed an unlimited trip limit for spiny dogfish, but will consider public comments before
making a final decision. For additional information contact Toby Curtis at 978-281-9273 or email
at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov.

Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish

None at this time

Tilefish

None at this time

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog

Northern Temporary Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning Closed Area

NMFS is developing a proposed rule to lift the area referred to as the Northern Temporary
Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP) Closed Area for bivalve harvesting. NMFS is developing this
action at the request of the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and is based on the
premise that the area has not been subject to a toxic algal bloom for several years and testing of
bivalve shellfish has demonstrated toxin levels well below those known to cause human illness. In
addition, the FDA has developed an agreement with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to
conduct PSP monitoring of bivalves from the area in accordance with currently accepted PSP
testing procedures. NMFS is expecting a proposed rule early this summer. For additional
information please contact Jason Berthiaume at (978) 281-9177 or email at
Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.

Information Collection Program for Surfclam and Ocean Quahog

NMFS is developing a proposed rule to implement an information collection program requested by
the Council. This program is intended to better identify allocation holders in the surfclam and
ocean quahog fisheries. This information will be used by the Council in the development of an
excessive shares cap as part of a future FMP amendment. For additional information contact
Douglas Potts at 978-281-9341 or email at douglas.potts@noaa.gov.

Other Actions

Lobster

Final Rule for a Limited Access Program for the Lobster Trap Fishery in Lobster Management
Area 2 and the Outer Cape Lobster Management Area
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NMPFS published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 7, 2014 (79 FR 19015). This action
establishes new regulations for a limited access program for the lobster trap fishery in Lobster
Management Area 2 (southern New England) and the Outer Cape Lobster Management Area (east
of Cape Cod, Massachusetts). The measures are intend to control lobster trap fishing effort in
southern New England waters by limiting access and allocating lobster traps based on proven
lobster fishing history. Federal lobster permit holders may apply for future access to the trap
fishery in these areas from May 7, 2014, until November 3, 2014. We will send application forms
and instructions to all Federal lobster permit holders in late April, 2014, that specify the types of
documents needed to qualify and allocate traps to eligible Federal lobster permits.

The final rule also sets forth a Trap Transfer Program to allow all Federal lobster permit holders
with qualified trap allocations for Area 2, the Outer Cape Area, and Offshore Area 3, to transfer
traps to other Federal lobster permit holders. The Trap Transfer Program is intended to allow
lobster fishers to optimize the size of their fishing operations through the purchase and sale of
partial trap allocations subject to certain restrictions. We expect to publish a notice soon
specifying the dates when eligible lobster fishers can buy and sell traps, pending the completion of
a joint state/Federal trap transfer database for tracking the trap transfers. Any transfers conducted
during 2014 would not take effect until May 1, 2015.

The limited access and trap transfer programs are consistent with the recommendations for Federal
action in the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Interstate Fishery Management Plan
for American Lobster. A copy of the final rule is available on the Greater Atlantic Regional
Fisheries Office web site at www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/lobster. For additional information please
contact Peter Burns, Fishery Policy Analyst at (978) 281-9144 or email at peter.burns @noaa.gov.

Gear Stowage Measures

Proposed Rule for Gear Stowage Requirements

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 29, 2014 (79 FR 30799),
requesting comments on a new method for on-reel trawl gear stowage when fishing vessels are
transiting closed areas or fishing in areas with mesh size restrictions. The comment period

closes June 30, 2014. Specifically, this action proposes to allow the use of a highly visible orange
mesh material, in addition to the current requirement to use a tarp or similar canvas material.
Also, this action would remove the requirement to detach the towing wires from the doors for all
on-reel gear stowage. This action would be implemented under authority delegated to the NMFS
Regional Administrator, at the request of the Council, and is intended to improve safety of fishing
operations while at sea. For additional information please contact Jason Berthiaume at (978) 281-
9177 or by email at jason.berthiaume@noaa.gov.

Paper Reduction Act Request for Comments

Scallop Fishery Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on April 15, 2014 (79 FR 21211), requesting
comments on a renewal for collection of information requirements under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. This collection of information involves the scallop fishery and covers wide range of reporting
requirements related to the scallop observer program. NMFS is seeking comments on whether the
collection is necessary, if NMFS’s estimate of costs and burden is accurate, and ways to reduce
costs and burden and improve data collection. The comment period ends on June 16, 2014.

For additional information please contact Emily Gilbert, Fishery Policy Analyst at (978) 281-9244
or e-mail at emily.gilbert@noaa.gov.
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Federally Permitted Dealers Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on April 23, 2014 (79 FR 22628), requesting
comments on an extension for collection of information under the Paperwork Reduction Act. This
collection of information involves federally permitted dealers purchases from fishing vessels and
covers a wide range of federally managed fisheries and regulatory requirements. NMFS is seeking
comments on whether the collection is necessary, if NMFS’s estimate of costs and burden is
accurate, on ways to improve the accuracy and clarity of the data collected, and on ways to
minimize the burden of data collection through current submission processes. The comment
period ends on June 23, 2014. For additional information please contact David Ulmer, Fishery
Reporting Specialist at (757) 723-0303 or email at david.ulmer@noaa.gov.

Vessel Name and Number Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on May 5, 2014 (79 FR 25581) requesting
comments on a renewal for collection of information requirements under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. This collection of information involves the requirement for Federal permit holders to display
their vessel name and official number on the vessel. The comment period closes July 7,

2014. For additional information please contact Jason Berthiaume at (978) 281-9177 or email at
Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.

Experimental Fishery Actions

Research Document Applications Under Review

On April 11, 2014, the Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance submitted an application for
an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) that would authorize 14 federally permitted commercial fishing
vessels exemptions from the prohibition of possessing barndoor skate for the purpose of collecting
scientific data and development of market for barndoor skate seafood products. The study
proposed the capture of barndoor skate during regular multispecies and monkfish trips, in which
the vessels will collect data on where, when, and with which gear the barndoor skate were
captured, as well as length, weight, and sex the barndoor skate. Each vessel will be limited to 500
Ib of barndoor skate wings per trip, these wings will be stored and sold separately to monitor the
market value for this project. A maximum of 168,000 Ib of barndoor skate will be landed to
support the data collection. For additional information, contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224, or
email at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On April 16, 2014, the Gulf of Maine Research Institute submitted an application for an EFP to
conduct research in the whiting fishery. The applicants would conduct exploratory whiting fishing
to determine if catch rates are commercially viable in a specified portion of the Gulf of Maine
Raised Footrope Trawl Exempted Fishing area utilizing a more traditional small mesh trawl in
place of the raised footrope trawl. The gear will be outfitted with a grate to reduce bycatch and all
species caught will be sampled and weighed. Whiting will be landed and sold along with any legal
sized groundfish in accordance with current regulations and will be accounted for under the
participating vessels sector ACE. For additional information please contact Jason Berthiaume at
(978) 281-9177 or by email at Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.

The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) submitted a complete application for
7
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an EFP on April 18, 2014, to a lobster abundance study with experimental lobster gear that the
Federal lobster regulations would otherwise restrict. The EFP would authorize seven commercial
lobster vessels to deploy 144 ventless and 144 standard lobster traps from May through October
2014 in Area 1 (statistical area 514), and 126 ventless lobster traps and 126 standard lobster traps
in Area 2 (statistical areas 537 and 538). These traps would be hauled twice per month after a
soak time ranging from 3 to 5 days, with at least one scientist from MA DMF on-board during
sampling activity. A Federal Register Notice to solicit public comment was published on May 16,
2014 (79 FR 28486), and the comment period ended on June 2, 2014. Two comments were
received, both supporting the lobster study effort by MA DMF. For more information contact
Maria Jacob at (978) 281-9180 or by email at Maria.Jacob@noaa.gov.

Research Document Application Review Completed

On April 16, 2014, the University of Rhode Island was issued EFPs to conduct research trips and
research set-aside (RSA) compensation fishing in support of a project entitled “Industry Based
Survey on Black Sea Bass Utilizing Ventless Traps.” This project addressed funding priorities
identified by the Mid-Atlantic RSA Program and this will be the third year of this project.
Research will occur at 20 hard-bottom sites — 4 each in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey,
New York, and Virginia — that are not sampled by state or Federal finfish bottom trawl

surveys. For additional information contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224, or email

at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On April 16, 2014, the Virginia Institute of Marine Science was issued an EFP that authorized
federally permitted vessels to conduct Research Set-Aside (RSA) compensation fishing in support
of the Mid-Atlantic RSA North East Area Monitoring and Assessment Program Project. Of the 83
vessels submitted in the application, 74 are federally permitted and will be participating on the
EFP, 9 are state-only vessels that will participate in state waters only. These vessels will be
harvesting summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, bluefish, longfin squid, and butterfish RSA
guota. For additional information, contact Carly Bari at (978)281-9224, or carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On April 2, 2014, the Virginia Institute of Marine Science was issued a Letter of
Acknowledgement (LOA) to conduct the fishery-independent Northeast Area Monitoring and
Assessment Program (NEAMAP) Nearshore Trawl Survey. This survey will be conducted by
VIMS using the F/V Darana R as a research platform. The NEAMAP survey has been conducted
every year since 2006 and allows data to be collected from shallower, near-shore areas that other
stock surveys may miss. This survey is one of the Mid-Atlantic RSA projects for 2014. For
additional information, contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224, or e-mail at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On May 23, 2014, Atlantic Trawlers Fishing Inc. was issued an EFP authorizing three vessels to
conduct exploratory fishing and comparative data collection in portions of the Georges Bank year-
round groundfish closed areas (Closed Areas I and 11). The EFP exempts the vessels from the
prohibition from commercially fishing in Closed Areas I and 11, the minimum mesh size
requirement in the Georges Bank Regulated Mesh Area, and minimum fish sizes and possession
limits (for sampling purposes only). For additional information please contact Brett Alger at (978)
675-2153 or by email at Brett. Alger@noaa.gov.

On May 21, 2014, the University of Maine was issued a Letter of Acknowledgement to conduct a
longline and jig survey of the groundfish resource in the Eastern Gulf of Maine to better
understand the groundfish resources in a region with widely recognized persistent depletion and
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virtually no directed fishery for the past 10 to 15 years. Four vessels will conduct the survey over
approximately 60 sea days, spread out 1 day at a time, beginning in June and ending in October.
The surveys will include an average of either three jig stations or one longline station per day. A
University of Maine technician will accompany the vessels on all survey trips. Technicians will
collect physiological, age-and-growth, distribution, abundance, and stock structure data. Fish of
legal size that are caught during this survey will be sold. For additional information please contact
Liz Sullivan at (978) 281-9493 or email at Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov.

On May 22, 2014, the Northeast Fisheries Science Center was issued an EFP for the 2014 Study
Fleet Program. The EFP exempts federally permitted commercial fishing vessels from the
following regulations while participating in the Study Fleet Program: Minimum fish size
restrictions; fish possession limits; prohibited fish species, not including species protected under
the Endangered Species Act; gear-specific fish possession restrictions for the purpose of at-sea
sampling and, in limited situations for research purposes only, to retain and land fish that would
otherwise be prohibited; and the prohibition from fishing in groundfish year-round closed

areas. For additional information please contact Brett Alger at (978) 675-2153 or email

at Brett. Alger@noaa.gov.
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New England Council Actions

Groundfish

Final Rule for Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) Catch Reporting Requirements and ACE
Carryover

On May 30, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (79 FR 31050) to require
daily VMS catch reporting for sector vessels declared to fish in the Eastern U.S./Canada Area.
This is necessary to better ensure accurate and timely Eastern U.S./Canada Area quota monitoring.
This rule also announced the de minimis amount of unused sector annual catch entitlement (ACE)
that may be carried over without being subject to potential accountability measures. For more
information on the VMS reporting requirements, please contact Liz Sullivan at (978) 282-8493

or Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov. For information on ACE carryover, please contact Mike Ruccio at
(978) 281-9104 or Michael.Ruccio@noaa.gov.

Final Rule for Fishing Year (FY) 2014 Sector Operation Plans

On April 28, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (79 FR 23278) that
approved sector operations plans for 2014, allocated quota for 15 groundfish stocks to each sector,
and granted the sector vessels a number of exemptions. Seventeen sectors will operate, 16 of
which will have active fishing vessels, and one sector that is a private permit bank. In addition to
the universal sector exemptions, we granted 20 exemptions, including 3 new exemptions for 2014
as described below.

e Exemption from portions of the Nantucket Lightship Closed Area for groundfish vessels on
a sector trip;

e Prohibition on combining a small-mesh exempted fishery and a sector trip on the same trip;
and

e 6.5-inch minimum mesh size requirement for trawl nets to target redfish.

For more information, please contact Brett Alger at (978) 675-2153 or email at
Brett.alger@noaa.gov.

Interim Final Rule for Fishing Year 2014 Recreational Management Measures

On April 22, 2014, NMFS published an interim final rule in the Federal Reqgister (79 FR 22419)
that changes the Gulf of Maine Atlantic cod and haddock recreational fishery minimum fish size
requirements, per-angler possession limits, and fishing seasons for FY 2014 (May 1, 2014-April
30, 2015). This action is necessary to ensure that recreational catch does not exceed recreational
catch limits for these two stocks, consistent with the fisheries accountability measures. For
information, please contact Mike Ruccio at (978) 281-9104 or email at
Michael.Ruccio@noaa.gov.

Scallops

Final Rule for Framework Adjustment 25 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan
NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register for Framework Adjustment 25 to the Atlantic
Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan on June 16, 2014. The final rule was effective upon
publishing. It sets specifications for the scallop fishery for fishing year (FY) 2014, including days-
at-sea (DAS) allocations, individual fishing quotas, and sea scallop access area trip allocations.
This action also sets precautionary default FY 2015 specifications in case the next framework is
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implemented after March 1, 2015, which is the start of FY 2015, and transitional measures are
needed. In addition, Framework 25 allows pounds that went unharvested in the Closed Area |
Access Area in 2012 and 2013 to be landed in a future year; develops Southern New England/Mid-
Atlantic windowpane flounder accountability measures (effective July 16, 2014); and provides
full-time scallop vessels the option to exchange their allocated Delmarva Access Area trip for 5
DAS. For more information, please contact Travis Ford at (978) 281-9233 or email

at travis.ford@noaa.gov.

Monkfish

Proposed Rule for Monkfish Framework Adjustment 8

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 27, 2014 to implement measures
adopted under Framework Adjustment 8 (79 FR 30065). The comment period closed June 11,
2014. This action would increase monkfish DAS allocations and landing limits, allow monkfish-
only DAS to be used at any time, and allow Category H vessels to fish throughout the Southern
Fishery Management Area. A final rule is under development. For more information, please
contact Douglas Christel at (978) 281-91413 or email at douglas.christel@noaa.gov.

Herring

Possession Limit Implemented for Atlantic Herring Management Area 1B

On May 22, 2014, NMFS established a 2,000-Ib herring possession limit for Herring Management
Area 1B (79 FR 30483, May 28, 2014) because it projected that 92 percent of the 2014 catch limit
for that area was harvested. Vessels issued Federal herring permits may not fish for, catch,
possess, or land more than 2,000 Ib of herring in or from Area 1B per trip or calendar day,
beginning May 24, 2014, through December 31, 2014. This action is necessary to comply with the
Herring Fishery Management Plan and is intended to prevent over harvest in Area 1B. For more
information, please contact Carrie Nordeen at (978) 281-9272 or email

at carrie.nordeen@noaa.gov.

Proposed Rule for Atlantic Herring Framework 3

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on June 13, 2014, to implement
measures adopted under Framework Adjustment 3 (79 FR 33879). The comment period closes
July 14, 2014. This action would establish a process for setting river herring (alewife and
blueback) and shad (American and hickory) catch caps for the herring fishery and would set these
catch caps for the 2014 and 2015 fishing years. For more information, please contact Carrie
Nordeen at (978) 281-9272 or e-mail carrie.nordeen@noaa.gov.

Skate

Proposed Rule for Northeast Skate Framework 2

A proposed rule for Framework 2 to the Northeast Skate Complex FMP published in

the Federal Register on May 21, 2014 (79 FR 29154). The comment period on the framework
closes on June 20, 2014. Framework 2 would implement skate fishery specifications for the 2014-
2015 fishing years, including reduced annual catch limits and total allowable landings. It also
proposes changes to skate reporting requirements for vessels and dealers. For additional
information contact Tobey Curtis at 978-281-9273 or by email at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov.
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Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab

Final Rule for the 2014-2016 Atlantic Deep Sea Red Crab Specifications

NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 30, 2014 (79 FR 24356). The final
rule maintains the same annual catch limit and total allowable landings level as was set for the
2011-2013 fishing years at 3.91 million Ib. There has not been an update to the red crab stock
assessment since 2009. Therefore, there was no need to change the measures that had been in
place. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email at
carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Mid-Atlantic Council Actions

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass

Summer Flounder Commercial Quota Transfer - Virginia to New Jersey

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on May 20, 2014 (79 FR 28850), that
transferred 2,634 Ib of commercial summer flounder quota from Virginia to New Jersey. The
revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2014 were: Virginia, 2,572,766 Ib; and New
Jersey, 1,912,290 Ib. This transfer was prompted by safe harbor landings in New Jersey by a
Virginia vessel. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email
at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Summer Flounder Commercial Quota Transfer — North Carolina to Virginia, and New Jersey
Quota Correction

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on June 4, 2014 (79 FR 32170), that
transferred 2,758 Ib of commercial summer flounder quota from North Carolina to Virginia. The
revised summer flounder gquotas for calendar year 2014 are: North Carolina, 2,729,195 Ib; and
Virginia, 2,388,012 Ib. This transfer was prompted by safe harbor landings in Virginia by a North
Carolina vessel. Additionally, this rule corrects the New Jersey 2014 summer flounder
commercial quota to account for quota transfers to date that were not included in the final rule for
the 2014 summer flounder specifications. The 2014 New Jersey summer flounder quota is
1,765,195 Ib. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email at
carly.bari@noaa.gov.

Atlantic Bluefish

Proposed Rule for 2014 Specifications for the Atlantic Bluefish Fishery

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on April 11, 2014 (79 FR 20161),
proposing 2014 specifications for bluefish. The comment period closes on April 28, 2014. The
bluefish stock was updated in 2013 and resulted in a revision of the previously recommended
acceptable biological catch (ABC) for 2014. The proposed action would decrease the ABC to
24.432 million Ib from 27.472 million Ib in 2013, as well as set a commercial quota of 7.269
million Ib, a recreational harvest limit of 13.179 million Ib, and a 15-fish recreational possession
limit. For additional information, please contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224 or email at
carly.bari@noaa.gov.
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Spiny Dogfish

Proposed Rule for Amendment 3 to the Spiny Dogfish FMP

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register for Amendment 3 to the Spiny Dogfish
Fishery Management Plan FMP on April 10, 2014 (79 FR 19861). The comment period on the
amendment closed on May 27, 2014. The Decision Date for Amendment 3 is June 26, 2014.

If approved, Amendment 3 would include the creation of a research set-aside quota for spiny
dogfish, update Essential Fish Habitat definitions, allow the rollover of specifications from one
year to the next, and remove the seasonal allocation of the commercial quota. For additional
information contact Toby Curtis at 978-281-9273 or by email at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov.

Proposed Rule for Spiny Dogfish 2014-2015 Specifications

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register for 2014-2015 specifications for the spiny
dogfish fishery on May 13, 2014 (79 FR 27274). The comment period closes on June 12, 2014.
The proposed specifications include increased annual catch limits and commercial quotas for the
2014-2015 fishing years. Based upon the New England Council’s recommendation, NMFS
proposed an unlimited trip limit for spiny dogfish, but will consider public comments before
making a final decision. For additional information contact Tobey Curtis at 978-281-9273 or
email at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov.

Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish

None at this time

Tilefish

2013 Tilefish IFQ Cost Recovery Report

The fourth annual report on the tilefish IFQ cost recovery program is now available on the
Regional Office website. The report details how the recoverable costs were determined across the
Regional Office divisions and how the fee for each tilefish IFQ shareholder was calculated based
on landings during the 2013 calendar year. Any questions on the tilefish cost recovery program, or
to request a copy of the report, please contact Douglas Potts at (978) 281-9341or e-mail at
douglas.potts@noaa.gov.

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog

Northern Temporary Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning Closed Area

NMFS is developing a proposed rule to lift the area referred to as the Northern Temporary
Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP) Closed Area for bivalve harvesting. NMFS is developing this
action at the request of the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and is based on the
premise that the area has not been subject to a toxic algal bloom for several years and testing of
bivalve shellfish has demonstrated toxin levels well below those known to cause human illness. In
addition, the FDA has developed an agreement with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to
conduct PSP monitoring of bivalves from the area in accordance with currently accepted PSP
testing procedures. NMFS is expecting a proposed rule early this summer. For additional
information please contact Jason Berthiaume at (978) 281-9177 or email at
Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.
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Information Collection Program for Surfclam and Ocean Quahog

NMFS is developing a proposed rule to implement an information collection program requested by
the Council. This program is intended to better identify allocation holders in the surfclam and
ocean quahog fisheries. This information will be used by the Council in the development of an
excessive shares cap as part of a future FMP amendment. For additional information contact
Douglas Potts at 978-281-9341 or email at douglas.potts@noaa.gov.

Other Actions

Lobster

Final Rule for a Limited Access Program for the Lobster Trap Fishery in Lobster Management
Area 2 and the Outer Cape Lobster Management Area

NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 7, 2014 (79 FR 19015). This action
establishes new regulations for a limited access program for the lobster trap fishery in Lobster
Management Area 2 (southern New England) and the Outer Cape Lobster Management Area (east
of Cape Cod, Massachusetts). The measures are intend to control lobster trap fishing effort in
southern New England waters by limiting access and allocating lobster traps based on proven
lobster fishing history. Federal lobster permit holders may apply for future access to the trap
fishery in these areas from May 7, 2014, until November 3, 2014. We will send application forms
and instructions to all Federal lobster permit holders in late April, 2014, that specify the types of
documents needed to qualify and allocate traps to eligible Federal lobster permits.

The final rule also sets forth a Trap Transfer Program to allow all Federal lobster permit holders
with qualified trap allocations for Area 2, the Outer Cape Area, and Offshore Area 3, to transfer
traps to other Federal lobster permit holders. The Trap Transfer Program is intended to allow
lobster fishers to optimize the size of their fishing operations through the purchase and sale of
partial trap allocations subject to certain restrictions. We expect to publish a notice soon
specifying the dates when eligible lobster fishers can buy and sell traps, pending the completion of
a joint state/Federal trap transfer database for tracking the trap transfers. Any transfers conducted
during 2014 would not take effect until May 1, 2015.

The limited access and trap transfer programs are consistent with the recommendations for Federal
action in the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Interstate Fishery Management Plan
for American Lobster. A copy of the final rule is available on the Greater Atlantic Regional
Fisheries Office web site at www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/lobster. For additional information please
contact Peter Burns, Fishery Policy Analyst at (978) 281-9144 or email at peter.burns @noaa.gov.

Gear Stowage Measures

Proposed Rule for Gear Stowage Requirements

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Reqgister on May 29, 2014 (79 FR 30799),
requesting comments on a new method for on-reel trawl gear stowage when fishing vessels are
transiting closed areas or fishing in areas with mesh size restrictions. The comment period

closes June 30, 2014. Specifically, this action proposes to allow the use of a highly visible orange
mesh material, in addition to the current requirement to use a tarp or similar canvas material.
Also, this action would remove the requirement to detach the towing wires from the doors for all
on-reel gear stowage. This action would be implemented under authority delegated to the NMFS
Regional Administrator, at the request of the Council, and is intended to improve safety of fishing
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operations while at sea. For additional information please contact Jason Berthiaume at (978) 281-
9177 or by email at jason.berthiaume@noaa.gov.

Paperwork Reduction Act Request for Comments

Scallop Fishery Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on April 15, 2014 (79 FR 21211), requesting
comments on a renewal for collection of information requirements under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. This collection of information involves the scallop fishery and covers wide range of reporting
requirements related to the scallop observer program. NMFS is seeking comments on whether the
collection is necessary, if NMFS’s estimate of costs and burden is accurate, and ways to reduce
costs and burden and improve data collection. The comment period ends on June 16, 2014.

For additional information please contact Emily Gilbert, Fishery Policy Analyst at (978) 281-9244
or e-mail at emily.gilbert@noaa.gov.

Federally Permitted Dealers Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on April 23, 2014 (79 FR 22628), requesting
comments on an extension for collection of information under the Paperwork Reduction Act. This
collection of information involves federally permitted dealers purchases from fishing vessels and
covers a wide range of federally managed fisheries and regulatory requirements. NMFS is seeking
comments on whether the collection is necessary, if NMFS’s estimate of costs and burden is
accurate, on ways to improve the accuracy and clarity of the data collected, and on ways to
minimize the burden of data collection through current submission processes. The comment
period ends on June 23, 2014. For additional information please contact David Ulmer, Fishery
Reporting Specialist at (757) 723-0303 or email at david.ulmer@noaa.gov.

Vessel Name and Number Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on May 5, 2014 (79 FR 25581), requesting
comments on a renewal for collection of information requirements under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. This collection of information involves the requirement for Federal permit holders to display
their vessel name and official number on the vessel. The comment period closes July 7,

2014. For additional information please contact Jason Berthiaume at (978) 281-9177 or email at
Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.

Experimental Fishery Actions

Research Document Applications Under Review

On April 11, 2014, the Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance submitted an application for
an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) that would authorize 14 federally permitted commercial fishing
vessels exemptions from the prohibition of possessing barndoor skate for the purpose of collecting
scientific data and development of market for barndoor skate seafood products. The study
proposed the capture of barndoor skate during regular multispecies and monkfish trips, in which
the vessels will collect data on where, when, and with which gear the barndoor skate were
captured, as well as length, weight, and sex the barndoor skate. Each vessel will be limited to 500
Ib of barndoor skate wings per trip, these wings will be stored and sold separately to monitor the
market value for this project. A maximum of 168,000 Ib of barndoor skate will be landed to
support the data collection. For additional information, contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224, or
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email at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

April 11, 2014, Coonamessett Farm Foundation submitted an application for an EFP, for two
commercial fishing vessels to fish outside of the limited access scallop days-at-sea (DAS) program
in support of scallop incidental mortality research. It would also allow the vessels to fish in the
Eastern and Western Areas of the Nantucket Lightship Closed Area. Additionally, the EFP would
exempt participating vessels from the crew size restriction and reporting requirements, and would
allow vessels to temporarily possess various species of fish for sampling purposes only. For
additional information please contact Liz Sullivan at (978) 281-9493 or email at
Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov.

On April 16, 2014, the Gulf of Maine Research Institute submitted an application for an EFP to
conduct research in the whiting fishery. The applicants would conduct exploratory whiting fishing
to determine if catch rates are commercially viable in a specified portion of the Gulf of Maine
Raised Footrope Trawl Exempted Fishing area utilizing a more traditional small mesh trawl in
place of the raised footrope trawl. The gear will be outfitted with a grate to reduce bycatch and all
species caught will be sampled and weighed. Whiting will be landed and sold along with any legal
sized groundfish in accordance with current regulations and will be accounted for under the
participating vessels sector ACE. For additional information please contact Jason Berthiaume at
(978) 281-9177 or by email at Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.

On April 18, 2014, the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) submitted a
complete application for an EFP, to a lobster abundance study with experimental lobster gear that
the Federal lobster regulations would otherwise restrict. The EFP would authorize seven
commercial lobster vessels to deploy 144 ventless and 144 standard lobster traps from May
through October 2014 in Area 1 (statistical area 514), and 126 ventless lobster traps and 126
standard lobster traps in Area 2 (statistical areas 537 and 538). These traps would be hauled twice
per month after a soak time ranging from 3 to 5 days, with at least one scientist from MA DMF
on-board during sampling activity. A Federal Register Notice to solicit public comment was
published on May 16, 2014 (79 FR 28486), and the comment period ended on June 2, 2014. Two
comments were received, both supporting the lobster study effort by MA DMF. For more
information contact Maria Jacob at (978) 281-9180 or by email at Maria.Jacob@noaa.gov.

Research Document Application Review Completed

On April 16, 2014, the University of Rhode Island was issued EFPs to conduct research trips and
research set-aside (RSA) compensation fishing in support of a project entitled “Industry Based
Survey on Black Sea Bass Utilizing Ventless Traps.” This project addressed funding priorities
identified by the Mid-Atlantic RSA Program and this will be the third year of this project.
Research will occur at 20 hard-bottom sites — 4 each in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey,
New York, and Virginia — that are not sampled by state or Federal finfish bottom trawl

surveys. For additional information contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224, or email

at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On April 16, 2014, the Virginia Institute of Marine Science was issued an EFP that authorized
federally permitted vessels to conduct Research Set-Aside (RSA) compensation fishing in support
of the Mid-Atlantic RSA North East Area Monitoring and Assessment Program Project. Of the 83
vessels submitted in the application, 74 are federally permitted and will be participating on the
EFP, 9 are state-only vessels that will participate in state waters only. These vessels will be
harvesting summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, bluefish, longfin squid, and butterfish RSA
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quota. For additional information, contact Carly Bari at (978)281-9224, or carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On April 2, 2014, the Virginia Institute of Marine Science was issued a Letter of
Acknowledgement (LOA) to conduct the fishery-independent Northeast Area Monitoring and
Assessment Program (NEAMAP) Nearshore Trawl Survey. This survey will be conducted by
VIMS using the F/V Darana R as a research platform. The NEAMAP survey has been conducted
every year since 2006 and allows data to be collected from shallower, near-shore areas that other
stock surveys may miss. This survey is one of the Mid-Atlantic RSA projects for 2014. For
additional information, contact Carly Bari at (978) 281-9224, or e-mail at carly.bari@noaa.gov.

On May 23, 2014, Atlantic Trawlers Fishing Inc. was issued an EFP authorizing three vessels to
conduct exploratory fishing and comparative data collection in portions of the Georges Bank year-
round groundfish closed areas (Closed Areas | and 1). The EFP exempts the vessels from the
prohibition from commercially fishing in Closed Areas I and 11, the minimum mesh size
requirement in the Georges Bank Regulated Mesh Area, and minimum fish sizes and possession
limits (for sampling purposes only). For additional information please contact Brett Alger at (978)
675-2153 or by email at Brett. Alger@noaa.gov.

On May 22, 2014, the Northeast Fisheries Science Center was issued an EFP for the 2014 Study
Fleet Program. The EFP exempts federally permitted commercial fishing vessels from the
following regulations while participating in the Study Fleet Program: Minimum fish size
restrictions; fish possession limits; prohibited fish species, not including species protected under
the Endangered Species Act; gear-specific fish possession restrictions for the purpose of at-sea
sampling and, in limited situations for research purposes only, to retain and land fish that would
otherwise be prohibited; and the prohibition from fishing in groundfish year-round closed

areas. For additional information please contact Brett Alger at (978) 675-2153 or email

at Brett. Alger@noaa.gov.

On May 21, 2014, the University of Maine was issued a Letter of Acknowledgement to conduct a
longline and jig survey of the groundfish resource in the Eastern Gulf of Maine to better
understand the groundfish resources in a region with widely recognized persistent depletion and
virtually no directed fishery for the past 10 to 15 years. Four vessels will conduct the survey over
approximately 60 sea days, spread out 1 day at a time, beginning in June and ending in October.
The surveys will include an average of either three jig stations or one longline station per day. A
University of Maine technician will accompany the vessels on all survey trips. Technicians will
collect physiological, age-and-growth, distribution, abundance, and stock structure data. Fish of
legal size that are caught during this survey will be sold. For additional information please contact
Liz Sullivan at (978) 281-9493 or email at Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov.
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Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council Meeting
June 10-12, 2014, Freehold, NJ

Regional Administrator’s Report

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1) General
Groundfish Fishery Disaster Funding

On May 28th, NOAA Fisheries announced that State fishery directors from Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York, with support from
NOAA Fisheries, reached agreement on a regional approach to distributing disaster funds
to the New England multispecies fishery. The 2014 fiscal budget includes $75 million
for six fishery disasters around the country, $32.8 million of which is for the multispecies
fishery.

The plan funds several key components developed by the state directors and industry. It
splits the $32.8 million into thirds (roughly $11 million in each), allocating:

e One-third towards direct assistance to qualifying fishery participants (any limited
access multispecies permit holder that landed 5,000 Ib of regulated multispecies in
any one fishing year from 2010 through 2013),

e one-third to be split among the states “to restore the fishery or prevent a similar
failure in the future, and to assist a fishing community affected by such failure,”
and

e one-third to be held in reserve for development of a federally funded buyout or an
industry-funded buyback.

ONLY if asked about state shares:

Under this plan, one third, or $11 million, would be set aside for the potential
development of a government led buyout program or to support an industry-funded
buyback program. The remaining two-thirds, approximately $22 million, would be
divided between the six states as follows:

Connecticut: $250,000
Massachusetts: $14,512,618
Maine: $2,260,034

New Hampshire: $2,039,825
New York: $814,012

Rhode Island: $1,938,617



Gear Stowage Measures

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 29, 2014, requesting
comments on a new method for on-reel trawl gear stowage when fishing vessels are
transiting closed areas or fishing in areas with mesh size restrictions. The comment
period closes June 30, 2014.

Specifically, this action proposes to allow the use of a highly visible orange mesh
material, in addition to the current requirement to use a tarp or similar canvas material.
Also, this action would remove the requirement to detach the towing wires from the
doors for all on-reel gear stowage. This action would be implemented under authority
delegated to the NMFS Regional Administrator, at the request of the Council, and is
intended to improve safety of fishing operations while at sea.

Northeast Electronic Monitoring Workshop

We hosted a workshop with The Nature Conservancy and New England Council in
Portsmouth, NH, on May 7-8, 2014, to discuss next steps for implementation of
electronic monitoring (EM) in the groundfish and Atlantic herring fisheries. Nearly 100
participants attended the meeting, representing a wide range of interests. Participants
developed a series of preliminary recommendations for the Council and NOAA Fisheries
to consider, including next steps for advancing EM as an option for monitoring the
Atlantic herring fishery. These recommendations are contained in a Summary Report
that will be presented for discussion at the New England Council meeting next week. A
final report from the workshop is expected in August, and both the Final Report and
Summary Report will be available on our website.

Federally Permitted Dealer Data Collections

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on April 23, 2014, requesting
comments on the extension of the collection of information from federally permitted
dealers under the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act. The comment period is
currently open and closes June 23, 2014. Details on the notice are in our handouts Status
Report of Greater Atlantic Region Actions.

Vessel Name and Number Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on May 5, 2014, requesting comments
on a renewal for collection of information requirements under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. This collection of information involves the requirement for Federal permit holders
to display their vessel name and official number on the vessel. The comment period is
currently open and closes July 7, 2014. Details on the notice are also in our handout
Status Report of Greater Atlantic Region Actions.
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Tilefish
2013 Tilefish Individual Fishing Quota Cost Recovery Report

The fourth annual report on the tilefish Individual Fishing Quota cost recovery program
will be available shortly, but was not ready in time for this meeting. Copies will be sent
to the Councils and will be available on the Regional Office website. The report details
how the recoverable costs were determined across the Regional Office divisions and how
the fee for each allocation holder was calculated based on their landings during the 2013
calendar year. For questions on the tilefish cost recovery program, or to request a copy of
the report, please call Douglas Potts at the Regional Office.

Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish

Potential for Joint Atlantic Mackerel Science and Management with Canada

Representatives from Canada's Department of Fisheries and Oceans have expressed
interest in potentially pursuing joint United States/Canadian stock status review and
quota establishment for Atlantic mackerel. The results of a 2014 Canadian stock
assessment suggest that the Atlantic mackerel stock is in poor condition in North Atlantic
Fisheries Organization Subareas 3 and 4, but coordination on science and management
may help address stock abundance issues throughout the entire Atlantic mackerel

range. We will keep the Council informed as these discussions progress.

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass

Summer Flounder Quota Transfers

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on May 20, 2014, that
transferred 2,634 Ib of commercial summer flounder quota from Virginia to New Jersey.
The revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2014 were: Virginia, 2,572,766
Ib; and New Jersey, 1,912,290 Ib. This transfer was prompted by safe harbor landings in
New Jersey by a Virginia vessel.

NMFS published a second temporary rule in the Federal Register on June 4, 2014, that
transferred 2,758 Ib of commercial summer flounder quota from North Carolina to
Virginia. This further revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2014 as: North
Carolina, 2,729,195 Ib; and Virginia, 2,388,012 Ib. This transfer was prompted by safe
harbor landings in Virginia by a North Carolina vessel. Additionally, this rule corrected
the New Jersey 2014 summer flounder commercial quota to account for quota transfers to
date that were not included in the final rule for the 2014 summer flounder specifications.
The 2014 New Jersey summer flounder quota is 1,765,195 Ib.

Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog

Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning Closed Area

NMFS is developing a proposed rule to lift the area referred to as the Northern
Temporary Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP) Closed Area for bivalve
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harvesting. NMFS is developing this action at the request of the United States Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). The action is based on the premise that the area has not
been subject to a toxic algal bloom for several years, and testing of bivalve shellfish has
demonstrated toxin levels well below those known to cause human illness.

In addition, the FDA has developed an agreement with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts to conduct PSP monitoring of bivalves from the area in accordance with
currently accepted PSP testing procedures. NMFS is expecting to publish a proposed rule
early this summer.

Atlantic Sea Scallops

Framework Adjustment 25 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 9, 2014. This
rulemaking would set specifications for the scallop fishery for fishing year (FY) 2014,
including days-at-sea (DAS) allocations, individual fishing quotas, and sea scallop access
area trip allocations. This action would also set precautionary default FY 2015
specifications in case we implement the next framework after March 1, 2015, which is
the start of FY 2015, and we need transitional measures.

In addition, Framework 25 considers allowing pounds that went unharvested in the
Closed Area | Access Area in 2012 and 2013 to be landed in a future year; develops
Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic windowpane flounder accountability measures; and
provides full-time scallop vessels the option to exchange their allocated Delmarva Access
Area trip for 5 DAS. The comment period for this rule closed on May 27, 2014, and we
are currently preparing a final rule.

Multispecies

Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) Catch Reporting Requirements and Unused Catch
Carryover

On May 30, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register to modify the
VMS catch reporting for vessels declared to fish in the Eastern U.S./Canada Area. The
revision to the reporting requirement is necessary to better ensure accurate and timely
Eastern U.S./Canada Area catch reporting for quota monitoring purposes. This rule also
announced that the de minimis amount of unused FY 2013 sector annual catch
entitlement (ACE) that may be carried over, beginning in FY 2014, without being subject
to potential accountability measures.

Fishing Year (FY) 2014 Sector Operation Plans

On April 28, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register that approved
sector operations plans for 2014, allocated quota for 15 groundfish stocks to each sector,
and granted the sector vessels a number of exemptions. Seventeen sectors will operate,
16 of which will have active fishing vessels, and one sector that is a private permit bank.
In addition to the universal sector exemptions, we granted 20 exemptions, including 3
new exemptions for 2014 as described below.
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e Exemption from portions of the Nantucket Lightship Closed Area for
groundfish vessels on a sector trip;

e Prohibition on combining a small-mesh exempted fishery and a sector trip on
the same trip; and

e 6.5-inch minimum mesh size requirement for trawl nets to target redfish.

Spiny Dogfish

Proposed Rule for Amendment 3

A proposed rule for Amendment 3 to the Spiny Dogfish Fishery Management Plan
(FMP) published in the Federal Register on April 10, 2014. The comment period on the
amendment closed on May 27, 2014. The Decision Date for Amendment 3 is June 26,
2014,

If approved, Amendment 3 would include the creation of a research set-aside quota for
spiny dogfish, update Essential Fish Habitat definitions, allow the rollover of
specifications from one year to the next, and remove the seasonal allocation of the
commercial quota.

Proposed 2014-2015 Specifications

Proposed 2014-2015 specifications for the spiny dogfish fishery published in
the Federal Register on May 13, 2014. The comment period closed on June 12, 2014,

The proposed specifications include increased annual catch limits and commercial quotas
for the 2014-2015 fishing years. Based upon the New England Council’s
recommendation, NMFS proposed an unlimited trip limit for spiny dogfish, but will
consider public comments before making a final decision.

Monkfish

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 27, 2014 to implement
measures adopted under Framework Adjustment 8. The comment period closes June
11, 2014. This action would increase monkfish DAS allocations and landing limits,
allow monkfish-only DAS to be used at any time, and allow Category H vessels to fish
throughout the Southern Fishery Management Area. We expect to publish a final rule
implementing any approved measures in early July.

Northeast Skates

Proposed Rule for Framework 2

A proposed rule for Framework 2 to the Northeast Skate Complex FMP published in
the Federal Register on May 21, 2014. The comment period on the framework closes
on June 20, 2014.




Framework 2 would implement skate fishery specifications for the 2014-2015 fishing
years, including reduced annual catch limits and total allowable landings. It also
proposes changes to skate reporting requirements for vessels and dealers.

Status of Pending Actions - Not Necessarily for Public Announcement, and Other
Informational ltems

1. Atlantic Bluefish
The draft final rule for the 2014 Atlantic bluefish specifications was sent to Headquarters on
May 29th, where it is under review.

The proposed allowable biological catch for bluefish is 24.432 million Ib; the proposed rule will
also specify total allowable landings (TAL) of 21.081 million Ib, including a research-set-aside
of 632,418 Ib, a recreational harvest limit of 13.179 million Ib, a transfer of 3.340 million Ib from
the recreational sector to the commercial sector, a commercial quota of 7.269 million Ib, and a
15-fish recreational possession limit. This action is in response to a bluefish population model
that was update in September 2013 and will adjust the current 2014 bluefish specifications that
published in the Federal Register on May 7, 2013.

2. Vessel Baseline Amendment

The Council was scheduled to approve the draft amendment for public comment at this meeting.
Since this did not get on the agenda, we will bring the draft amendment to the Council in August
instead. This does not affect the implementation timeline.

3. Industry Funded Monitoring Amendment
Development of the draft amendment continues. We expect to bring a draft document to the
Council in October.

4. Special Management Zones for Five Delaware Artificial Reefs
The proposed rule for Special Management Zones (SMZs) on Five Delaware Artificial Reefs has
been sent to Headquarters for final review. We expect it to publish by the end of June.

This proposed rule responds to the recommendations of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council. The proposed five Delaware artificial reef SMZ sites are off the coast of Delaware at
various distances from approximately 4 to 58 nautical miles (7.4 to 107.0 km), rectangular in
shape, and, including their 500 yard (0.46 km) buffer zones, encompass areas from 7.42 to 8.81
square km. Within the established areas of the SMZs, all vessels would only be allowed to
conduct fishing with hook and line and spear (including the taking of fish by hand).

5. Spiny Dogfish Amendment 3
A final rule for Spiny Dogfish Amendment 3 is under development at the Regional Office. Itis
expected to be sent to Headquarters in the next several weeks.

6. Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Seabass Recreational Specifications

The proposed rule comment period to implement recreational management measures for summer
flounder, scup, and black sea bass ended on May 27, 2014. We are working to publish a final
rule as quickly as possible. Proposed measures include:
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Summer Flounder: Regional conservation equivalency

Scup: 9” min. size (down from 10” last year); 30-fish bag limit; open-year round.
Black Sea Bass Federal waters: 12.5” minimum size; 15-fish bag limit; Open May 19-
September 18, October 18-December 31 (state measures will differ).



New England Fishery Management Council Meeting
June 17-19, 2014, Portland, ME

Regional Administrator’s Report

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1) General
Groundfish Fishery Disaster Funding

On May 28th, NOAA Fisheries announced that State fishery directors from Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York, with support from
NOAA Fisheries, reached agreement on a regional approach to distributing disaster funds
to the New England multispecies fishery. The 2014 fiscal budget includes $75 million
for six fishery disasters around the country, $32.8 million of which is for the multispecies
fishery.

The plan funds several key components developed by the state directors and industry. It
splits the $32.8 million into thirds (roughly $11 million in each), allocating:

e One-third towards direct assistance to qualifying fishery participants (any limited
access multispecies permit holder that landed 5,000 Ib of regulated multispecies in
any one fishing year from 2010 through 2013),

e one-third to be split among the states “to restore the fishery or prevent a similar
failure in the future, and to assist a fishing community affected by such failure,”
and

e one-third to be held in reserve for development of a federally funded buyout or an
industry-funded buyback.

ONLY if asked about state shares:

Under this plan, one third, or $11 million, would be set aside for the potential
development of a government led buyout program or to support an industry-funded
buyback program. The remaining two-thirds, approximately $22 million, would be
divided between the six states as follows:

Connecticut: $250,000
Massachusetts: $14,512,618
Maine: $2,260,034

New Hampshire: $2,039,825
New York: $814,012

Rhode Island: $1,938,617



Gear Stowage Measures

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 29, 2014, requesting
comments on a new method for on-reel trawl gear stowage when fishing vessels are
transiting closed areas or fishing in areas with mesh size restrictions. The comment
period closes June 30, 2014.

Specifically, this action proposes to allow the use of a highly visible orange mesh
material, in addition to the current requirement to use a tarp or similar canvas material.
Also, this action would remove the requirement to detach the towing wires from the
doors for all on-reel gear stowage. This action would be implemented under authority
delegated to the NMFS Regional Administrator, at the request of the Council, and is
intended to improve safety of fishing operations while at sea.

Federally Permitted Dealer Data Collections

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on April 23, 2014, requesting
comments on the extension of the collection of information from federally permitted
dealers under the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act. The comment period is
currently open and closes June 23, 2014. Details on the notice are in our handouts Status
Report of Greater Atlantic Region Actions.

Vessel Name and Number Data Collection

NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on May 5, 2014, requesting comments
on a renewal for collection of information requirements under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. This collection of information involves the requirement for Federal permit holders
to display their vessel name and official number on the vessel. The comment period is
currently open and closes July 7, 2014. Details on the notice are also in our handout
Status Report of Greater Atlantic Region Actions.

(2) Atlantic Sea Scallops

Framework Adjustment 25 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan

NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register for Framework Adjustment 25 to the
Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan on June 16, 2014. The final rule was
effective upon publishing. It sets specifications for the scallop fishery for fishing year
(FY) 2014, including days-at-sea (DAS) allocations, individual fishing quotas, and sea
scallop access area trip allocations. This action also sets precautionary default FY 2015
specifications in case the next framework is implemented after March 1, 2015, which is
the start of FY 2015, and transitional measures are needed. In addition, Framework 25
allows pounds that went unharvested in the Closed Area | Access Area in 2012 and 2013
to be landed in a future year; develops Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic windowpane
flounder accountability measures (effective July 16, 2014); and provides full-time
scallop vessels the option to exchange their allocated Delmarva Access Area trip for 5
DAS.



©)

(4)

()

(6)

Multispecies

In May, we issued two Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs) for seven vessels to fish in
some of the groundfish closed areas. Details on the EFPs are in our handout Status
Report of Greater Atlantic Region Actions.

Atlantic Herring

Proposed Rule for Atlantic Herring Framework 3

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on June 13, 2014, to implement
measures adopted under Framework Adjustment 3. The comment period closes July 14,
2014. This action would establish a process for setting river herring (alewife and
blueback) and shad (American and hickory) catch caps for the herring fishery and would
set these catch caps for the 2014 and 2015 fishing years.

Possession Limit Implemented for Atlantic Herring Management Area 1B

On May 22, 2014, NMFS established a 2,000-1b herring possession limit for Herring
Management Area 1B because it projected that 92 percent of the 2014 catch limit for that
area was harvested. Vessels issued Federal herring permits may not fish for, catch,
possess or land more than 2,000 Ib of herring in or from Area 1B per trip or calendar day,
beginning May 24, 2014, through December 31, 2014. This action is necessary to
comply with the Herring Fishery Management Plan, and is intended to prevent over
harvest in Area 1B.

Northeast Skates

Proposed Rule for Framework 2

A proposed rule for Framework 2 to the Northeast Skate Complex FMP published in
the Federal Register on May 21, 2014. The comment period on the framework closes
on June 20, 2014.

Framework 2 would implement skate fishery specifications for the 2014-2015 fishing
years, including reduced annual catch limits and total allowable landings. It also
proposes changes to skate reporting requirements for vessels and dealers.

Monkfish
NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 27, 2014 to implement

measures adopted under Framework Adjustment 8. The comment period closed June
11, 2014.

This action would increase monkfish DAS allocations and landing limits, allow
monkfish-only DAS to be used at any time, and allow Category H vessels to fish
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throughout the Southern Fishery Management Area. We expect to publish a final rule
implementing any approved measures in early July.

(7) Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog

Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning Closed Area

NMFS is developing a proposed rule to lift the area referred to as the Northern
Temporary Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP) Closed Area for bivalve harvesting.
NMFS is developing this action at the request of the United States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA). The action is based on the premise that the area has not been
subject to a toxic algal bloom for several years, and testing of bivalve shellfish has
demonstrated toxin levels well below those known to cause human illness.

In addition, the FDA has developed an agreement with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts to conduct PSP monitoring of bivalves from the area in accordance with
currently accepted PSP testing procedures. NMFS is expecting to publish a proposed rule
early this summer,

Status of Pending Actions - Not Necessarily for Public Announcement, and Other
Informational Items

1. Industry Funded Monitoring Amendment
Development of the draft amendment continues. We expect to bring a draft document to the
Council in October.

2. Multispecies Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) Catch Reporting Requirements and Unused
Catch Carryover

On May 30, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register to modify the Vessel
Monitoring System catch reporting for vessels declared to fish in the Eastern U.S./Canada Area.
The revision to the reporting requirement is necessary to better ensure accurate and timely
Eastern U.S./Canada Area catch reporting for quota monitoring purposes. This rule also
announced that the de minimis amount of unused FY 2013 sector annual catch entitlement that
may be carried over, beginning in FY 2014, without being subject to potential accountability
measures.

3. Multispecies Fishing Year (FY) 2014 Sector Operation Plans

On April 28, 2014, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register that approved sector
operations plans for 2014, allocated quota for 15 groundfish stocks to each sector, and granted
the sector vessels a number of exemptions. Seventeen sectors will operate, 16 of which will have
active fishing vessels, and one sector that is a private permit bank. In addition to the universal
sector exemptions, we granted 20 exemptions, including 3 new exemptions for 2014 as described
below.

e Exemption from portions of the Nantucket Lightship Closed Area for
groundfish vessels on a sector trip;



e Prohibition on combining a small-mesh exempted fishery and a sector trip on
the same trip; and
e 6.5-inch minimum mesh size requirement for trawl nets to target redfish.

4. Spiny Dogfish Amendment 3

A final rule for Spiny Dogfish Amendment 3 is under development at the Regional Office. Itis
expected to be sent to Headquarters in the next several weeks. The comment period on the
amendment closed on May 27, 2014. The Decision Date for Amendment 3 is June 26, 2014.

5. Spiny Dogfish 2014-2015 Specifications

Proposed 2014-2015 specifications for the spiny dogfish fishery published in the Federal
Register on May 13, 2014. The comment period closed on June 12, 2014. A final rule is under
development at the Regional Office.

6. Potential for Joint Atlantic Mackerel Science and Management with Canada
Representatives from Canada's Department of Fisheries and Oceans have expressed interest in
potentially pursuing joint United States/Canadian stock status review and quota establishment for
Atlantic mackerel. The results of a 2014 Canadian stock assessment suggest that the Atlantic
mackerel stock is in poor condition in North Atlantic Fisheries Organization Subareas 3 and 4,
but coordination on science and management may help address stock abundance issues
throughout the entire Atlantic mackerel range. We will keep the Council informed as these
discussions progress.

7. Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Recreational Specifications
The proposed rule comment period to implement recreational management measures for summer
flounder, scup, and black sea bass ended on May 27, 2014. We are working to publish a final
rule as quickly as possible. Proposed measures include:

e Summer Flounder: Regional conservation equivalency

e Scup: 9” min. size (down from 10” last year); 30-fish bag limit; open-year round.
e Black Sea Bass Federal waters: 12.5” minimum size; 15-fish bag limit; Open May 19-
September 18, October 18-December 31 (state measures will differ).

8. Atlantic Bluefish
The draft final rule for the 2014 Atlantic bluefish specifications was sent to Headquarters on
May 29th, where it is under review.

The proposed allowable biological catch for bluefish is 24.432 million Ib; the proposed rule will
also specify total allowable landings of 21.081 million Ib, including a research-set-aside of
632,418 Ib, a recreational harvest limit of 13.179 million Ib, a transfer of 3.340 million Ib from
the recreational sector to the commercial sector, a commercial quota of 7.269 million Ib, and a
15-fish recreational possession limit. This action is in response to a bluefish population model
that was update in September 2013 and will adjust the current 2014 bluefish specifications that
published in the Federal Register on May 7, 2013.
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certification in the Federal Register.
Under Section 305(a) of the Act and 15
CFR 325.11(a), any person aggrieved by
the Secretary’s determination may,
within 30 days of the date of this notice,
bring an action in any appropriate
district court of the United States to set
aside the determination on the ground
that the determination is erroneous.

Description of Certificate: AARQ’s
Export Trade Certificate of Review has
been amended to:

1. Remove the following member
companies from AARQ Certificate:
Newfield Rice, Inc., Miramar, Florida
and The Connell Company for the
activities of itself and its two divisions,
Connell Rice & Sugar Co. and Connell
International Company, Berkeley
Heights, New Jersey.

2. Change the names of the following
AARQ members: Commodity Specialists
Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota to
Sinamco Trading Inc., Minneapolis,
Minnesota and Nidera US LLC, Wilton,
Connecticut (a subsidiary of Nidera
Handelscompagnie BV (Netherlands) to
Nidera US LLC, Wilton, Connecticut (a
subsidiary of Nidera BV (Netherlands)).

AARQ’s Export Trade Certificate of
Review complete amended membership
is listed below:

ADM Latin, Inc., Decatur, Illinois, ADM
Grain Company, Decatur, Illinois, and
ADM Rice, Inc.,

Tarrytown, New York (subsidiaries of
Archer Daniels Midland Company)

American Commodity Company, LLC,
Williams, California

Associated Rice Marketing Cooperative
(ARMCO), Richvale, California

Bunge Milling, St. Louis, Missouri (a
subsidiary of Bunge North America,
White Plains, New York) dba

PIRMI (Pacific International Rice Mills),
Woodland, California

Cargill Americas, Inc., and its subsidiary
CAI Trading LLC, Coral Gables,
Florida

Family & Sons, Inc., Miami, Florida

Farmers’ Rice Cooperative, Sacramento,
California

Farmers Rice Milling Company, Inc.,
Lake Charles, Louisiana

Far West Rice, Inc., Durham, California

Gulf Pacific Rice Co., Inc., Houston,
Texas; Gulf Rice Milling, Inc.,
Houston, Texas; and Harvest Rice,
Inc., McGehee, Arkansas (each a
subsidiary of Gulf Pacific, Inc.,
Houston, Texas)

Gulf Pacific Disc, Inc., Houston, Texas

Itochu International Inc., Portland,
Oregon (a subsidiary of Itochu
Corporation (Japan))

JFC International Inc., Los Angeles,
California (a subsidiary of Kikkoman
Corp.)

JIT Products, Inc., Davis, California

Kennedy Rice Dryers, L.L.C., Mer
Rouge, Louisiana

Kitoku America, Inc., Burlingame,
California (a subsidiary of Kitoku
Shinryo Co., Ltd. (Japan))

LD Commodities Rice Merchandising
LLC, Wilton, Connecticut, and LD
Commodities Interior Rice
Merchandising LLC, Kansas City,
Missouri (subsidiaries of Louis
Dreyfus Commodities LLC, Wilton,
Connecticut)

Louisiana Rice Mill, LLC, Mermentau,
Louisiana

Nidera, US LLC, Wilton, Connecticut (a
subsidiary of Nidera BV
(Netherlands))

Nishimoto Trading Co., Ltd., Santa Fe
Springs, California (a subsidiary of
Nishimoto Trading Company, Ltd.
(Japan))

Noble Logistic USA Inc., Portland,
Oregon

Producers Rice Mill, Inc., Stuttgart,
Arkansas

PS International, LLC dba PS
International Ltd., Chapel Hill, North
Carolina (jointly owned by Seaboard
Corporation, Kansas City, Missouri
and PS Trading Inc., Chapel Hill,
North Carolina)

Riceland Foods, Inc., Stuttgart, Arkansas

Rickmers Rice USA, Inc., Knoxville,
Tennessee

Riviana Foods Inc., Houston, Texas (a
subsidiary of Ebro Foods, S.A.
(Spain)) for the activities of itself and
its subsidiary, American Rice, Inc.,
Houston, Texas

Sinamco Trading, Inc., Minneapolis,
Minnesota

SunFoods LLC, Woodland, California

SunWest Foods, Inc., Davis, California

Texana Rice, Inc., Louise, Texas

The Sun Valley Rice Co., LLG, Arbuckle,
California

TRC Trading Corporation, Roseville,
California (a subsidiary of TRC Group
Inc., Roseville California) and its
subsidiary Gulf Rice Arkansas II, LLC,
Houston, Texas

Trujillo & Sons, Inc., Miami, Florida

Veetee Rice, Inc., Great Neck, New York
(a subsidiary of Veetee Investments
Corporation (Bahamas))

Wehah Farm, Inc., dba Lundberg Family
Farms, Richvale, California.

The amended Certificate of Review is
effective from January 7, 2014, the date
on which the application for an
amendment was deemed submitted.

Dated: April 17, 2014.

Emily Kilcrease,

Acting Director, Office of Trade and Economic
Analysis, International Trade Administration.

[FR Doc. 2014—09230 Filed 4-22—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DR-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Greater Atlantic
Region Dealer Purchase Reports

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before June 23, 2014.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to David Ulmer, (757) 723—
0303 or David.Ulmer@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.

Federally-permitted dealers, and any
individual acting in the capacity of a
dealer, must submit to the Regional
Administrator or to the official designee
a detailed report of all fish purchased or
received for a commercial purpose,
other than solely for transport on land
by one of the available electronic
reporting mechanisms approved by
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS). The information obtained is
used by economists, biologists, and
managers in the management of the
fisheries. The data collection parameters
are consistent with the current
requirements for Federal dealers under
the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act.

II. Method of Collection

Dealers submit purchase information
through an electronic process by either
the web-based system as administered
by the Atlantic Coast Cooperative
Statistics Program, the computer based
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trip ticket program issued by the NMFS
or through a NMFS approved
proprietary mechanism.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0229.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations, individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
657.

Estimated Time per Response: 4
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 33,430.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $25,071.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 17, 2014.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014—09214 Filed 4-22-14; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Docket ID DoD-2013-0S-0088]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense
has submitted to OMB for clearance, the

following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by May 23, 2014.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Fred
Licari, 571-372-0493.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title, Associated Form and OMB
Number: 2014 Ethnographies and Focus
Groups; OMB Control Number 0704—
TBD.

Type of Request: New.

Number of Respondents: 475.

Responses Per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 475.

Average Burden per Response: 2
hours per ethnography; 2—2.25 hours
per in-person focus group (depending
on specific population); 1.5 hours per
on-line focus group.

Annual Burden Hours: 298 hours
total.

Needs and Uses: The primary
objective of the set of information
collections referred to as the 2014
Ethnographies and Focus Groups,
conducted on behalf of the Federal
Voting Assistance Program (FVAP), an
agency of the Department of Defense, is
to examine the attitudes, experiences,
and behaviors of a number of actors
involved in the absentee voting process
as it pertains to CONUS and OCONUS
military voters and overseas voters
covered under the Uniformed and
Overseas Civilian Absentee Voting Act
(UOCAVA). This research will explore
potential deficiencies, risks, and pitfalls
which serve as barriers to voting success
among these UOCAVA voters. The data
obtained through this study will provide
an assessment of potential changes to
address current barriers to UOCAVA
voting.

Affected Public: Non-military
UOCAVA voters; Local Election
Officials, and Individuals or
Households.

Frequency: On occasion.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

OMB Desk Officer: Ms. Jasmeet
Seehra.

Written comments and
recommendations on the proposed
information collection should be sent to
Ms. Jasmeet Seehra at the Office of
Management and Budget, Desk Officer
for DoD, Room 10236, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.

You may also submit comments,
identified by docket number and title,
by the following method:

o Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, docket

number and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.

DoD Clearance Officer: Ms. Patricia
Toppings.

Written requests for copies of the
information collection proposal should
be sent to Ms. Toppings at WHS/ESD
Information Management Division, 4800
Mark Center Drive, East Tower, Suite
02G09, Alexandria, VA 22350-3100.

Dated: April 18, 2014.
Aaron Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2014-09217 Filed 4-22—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Docket ID DoD-2014-0S-0054]

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Pentagon Force Protection
Agency, DoD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Pentagon
Force Protection Agency announces a
proposed public information collection
and seeks public comment on the
provisions thereof. Comments are
invited on: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed information collection; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the information collection on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by June 23, 2014.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by docket number and title,
by any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov

	ADP9463.tmp
	New England Council Actions
	Groundfish
	Scallops
	Monkfish
	Herring
	Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab

	Mid-Atlantic Council Actions
	Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass
	Atlantic Bluefish
	Spiny Dogfish

	Tilefish
	Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
	Lobster

	Experimental Fishery Actions
	Research Document Applications Under Review


	ADP6FE1.tmp
	New England Council Actions
	Groundfish
	Scallops
	Monkfish
	Herring
	Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab

	Mid-Atlantic Council Actions
	Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass
	Atlantic Bluefish
	Spiny Dogfish

	Tilefish
	Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
	Lobster

	Experimental Fishery Actions
	Research Document Applications Under Review



	Agency: DOC/NOAA/NMFS
	Agency#: 0648
	ombno: 0229
	2b: Off
	3a: Off
	3b: Off
	3c: On
	3d: Off
	3e: Off
	3f: Off
	4a: On
	4b: Off
	4b1: 
	4b2: 
	4b3: 
	4c: Off
	5y: Off
	5n: On
	6a: On
	6b: Off
	6bmonth: 
	6byr: 
	7,title: Greater Atlantic Region Dealer Purchase Reports
	8: 
	9: Fish, Fisheries, Fishery, Fishing, Fishing Vessels
	10: All federally permitted dealers of Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop, Atlantic surfclam, ocean quahog, Northeast (NE) multispecies, monkfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic herring, skates, tilefish, hagfish, American lobster must have been issued and have in their possession a federal dealer permit in order to purchase such species from fishing vessels.  Federally permitted dealers in the above fisheries are required to submit certain information regarding their fish purchases to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  Trip-level (trip by trip) reports provide the comprehensive data that are necessary for successful long-term management of each fishery. 
	11a: x
	11b: P
	11c: 
	11d: 
	11e: 
	11f: 
	12a: Off
	12b: Off
	12c: On
	13a: 657
	13b: 34164
	13c: 100
	13d: 2278
	13e: 2926
	13f: -648
	13f1: 0
	13f2: -648
	14a: 0
	14b: 0
	14c: 0
	14d: 68
	14e: -68
	14f: 0
	14g: -68
	15a: 
	15b: X
	15c: 
	15d: 
	15e: X
	15f: X
	15g: P
	16a: Off
	16b: Off
	16c: On
	16c1: Off
	16c2: On
	16c3: Off
	16c4: Off
	16c5: Off
	16c6: Off
	16c7: Off
	16c8: Off
	16c9: 
	17y: Off
	17n: On
	18name: David Ulmer
	18phone: (757) 723-0303
	Text1: 
	theysign: signed by Alan Risenhoover
	theydate: 10/14/2014
	mesign: 
	medate: 
		2015-02-02T10:02:55-0500
	BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488




