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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION
Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer.  Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement,  and any
additional documentation to:  Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102, 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC  20503. 

 1.  Agency/Subagency originating request

     

 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None

        a.                    -                                        

 3.  Type of information collection (check one)

   a. [   ]  New Collection 

   b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

   c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

   d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   f.  [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

 4.  Type of review requested (check one)
   a. [   ] Regular submission
   b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by               /             /              
   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

 6.  Requested expiration date
   a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:     /    

 7. Title                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                      

 8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)    

 9. Keywords                                               
                         

10. Abstract                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                    
                            

11.  Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.        Individuals or households    d.         Farms
b.         Business or other for-profit e.         Federal Government
c.         Not-for-profit institutions    f.         State, Local or Tribal Government

 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
     a. [    ] Voluntary
     b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
     c. [    ] Mandatory

13.  Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
     a. Number of respondents                       

     b. Total annual responses                     
        1. Percentage of these responses
           collected electronically                        %
     c. Total annual hours requested                                 
     d. Current OMB inventory                     

     e. Difference                                                            
     f. Explanation of difference
        1. Program change                            
        2. Adjustment                                            

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of                 
      dollars)
    a. Total annualized capital/startup costs                         

    b. Total annual costs (O&M)                                          

    c. Total annualized cost requested                           

    d. Current OMB inventory                                                     

    e. Difference                                                                
    f.  Explanation of difference

       1. Program change                                                          

       2. Adjustment                                                           

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all            
others that apply with "X")
 a.       Application for benefits       e.      Program planning or management
 b.       Program evaluation             f.      Research   
 c.       General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.       Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a.  [   ] Recordkeeping                 b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c.  [  ] Reporting
         1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly                3. [   ] Monthly  
         4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually       6. [   ] Annually 
         7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)                                              

17. Statistical methods
     Does this information collection employ statistical methods                            
                                        [   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding 
      the content of this submission)

    Name:                                             
    Phone:                                          
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       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)   

 Signature Date

 Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

 Signature Date

10/95
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA ACT

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0218

A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The Treaty on Fisheries Between the Governments of Certain Pacific Island States and the
Government of the United States of America (attachment 1), signed in Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea, in 1987, and its annexes, schedules and implementing agreements, as amended (Treaty),
authorizes U.S. purse seine vessels to fish within fishing zones of a large region of the Pacific
Ocean.  The South Pacific Tuna Act (16 U.S.C. 973g and 973j, attachment 2) and U.S.
implementing regulations (50 CFR 300.32 and 300.34, attachment 3) authorize the collection of
information from participants in the Treaty fishery.

2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Qualification Guidelines.

Vessel operators who wish to participate in the Treaty fishery must submit annual license and
registration applications, VMS registration applications, and periodic written reports of catch and
unloading of fish from a licensed vessel (attachment 4).  The information collected is submitted
to the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), located in Honiara in the Solomon Islands through the
U.S. government (National Marine Fisheries Service, NMFS).  License and registration
application information is used by FFA to determine the operational capability and financial
responsibility of a vessel owner / operator interested in participating in the Treaty fishery. 
Information obtained from vessel catch and effort logbooks and unloading reports are used by
FFA to assess the operation of the fishery and relevant tuna resources in the region and to track
the amount of fish caught within each Pacific Island State's exclusive economic zone (EEZ) for
fair disbursement of Treaty monies.

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

The information collected and the forms for submitting the information are a requirement under
the Treaty, its amendments and annexes.  At the current time the simplest and least burdensome
method to obtain the information is directly from the vessel operator or management firm.  At
present there is no existing system that would be as efficient and as simple as the required forms. 
NMFS has engaged the FFA in discussions to move the fishery to fully automated (electronic
reporting). NMFS staff in Pago Pago, American Samoa provide those vessel operators who are
interested and capable, with an electronic version of the Regional Purse Seine Logbook.  NMFS  
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accepts electronic version of the catch and effort data provided by vessel operators upon
completion of a fishing trip.   To reduce the burden on respondents, NMFS supplies the
necessary information collection forms and instructions and collects completed forms, either in
person, by mail or by fax.    

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Duplication is avoided through consultations and cooperation between the U.S. government,
FFA and the Pacific island states.  There are no other data collection programs in place;
therefore, there is no duplication with other programs.  There are no programs currently in place
that contain the information requested on the forms.  FFA has been informed that any
modifications to existing information collection or forms must be vetted with the U.S.
Government and industry at the annual consultations for the appropriate Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) review. 

5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden. 

The collection of information is a requirement, under the Treaty, for vessels to participate in the
Treaty fishery.  All of the data collected have been deemed essential by the parties to the Treaty. 
Every effort is made that when additional information is requested by either of the parties that
there is a review to ensure that it is 1) essential, 2) not collected elsewhere, and 3) is not overly
burdensome or intrusive. 

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

If the information is not collected, the U.S. government will not meet its obligations under the
Treaty, and the lack of fishing information will result in poor management of the fishery
resource.

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

The frequency and format of information collection is mandated by the terms and conditions of
the Treaty.  A vessel owner / operator is required to supply information once per year related to
initially obtaining a license or renewing one, and then other information – related to fishing
activities upon completion of each fishing trip and each unloading, which may occur sooner than
each quarter.  It is estimated that the average number of fishing trips is 5-6 per vessel per year
and the average number of unloadings is 6-7 per vessel per year.  If the information is not
collected as required, the vessel operator would be in violation of the Treaty and subject to fines
and prosecution, the U.S. government would not meet its obligations under the Treaty, and
management of the fishery stocks would be impaired.  The type and substance of information
collected from vessel operators generally conforms to the guidelines listed under 5 CFR 1320.6. 
Respondents are required to supply information at the completion of each fishing trip and
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unloading, which may occur sooner than each quarter, and are requested to provide vessel
operational statistics in metric equivalents (e.g., metric tons for species caught and / or
unloaded).  This requirement may still be interpreted as being in conformance with 5 CFR
1320.6.

8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

The PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the information collection is
attached; no comments were received on the proposed collection.

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payment or gift to respondents has occurred.

10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

All data are collected for the specific use by the FFA.  Confidential data collected by NMFS are
governed by NOAA Administrative Order 216-100.  In addition, the South Pacific Tuna Act (16
U.S.C. 973j) provides for confidentiality of catch and unloading information provided by vessel
operators. 

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

No questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, or
other matters that are commonly considered private, are required in the information collection.

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.
The estimated total annual burden hours is as follows:

(a) License application form - 1 response per year x 0.25 hr./response (1 page of information) x    
   22 respondents = 5.5  hrs.

(b) Registration application form - 1 response per year x 0.50 hr./response (2 pages of
information) x 22  respondents = 11  hrs.  
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(c) VMS application form - 1 response per year x 0.25/hr./response (1 page of information) x
 22 respondents = 5.5 hrs.

(d) Catch report form - 5 responses per year x 1.0 hr./response (3 pages of information) x   22
respondents = 110   hrs.

(e) Unloading logsheet: 6 responses per year x 0.50 hr./response (1 page of information) x 22 
respondents =   66 hrs.

(g) Maintenance for VMS Units -    22 vessels x 2 hours per year = 44   hours

 Total burden figures are 22  respondents,308 responses, and 242 hours.

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12
above).

The total annual cost burden to the respondents is $36,212 or $1,646 per respondent requiring
VMS Units.

(a) Mailing costs - $1.00 per forms package x 22  respondents = $22.00.  

(b) VMS Registration Fee - $845.00 per year x  22 respondents = $18,590.00.

(c) Maintenance of VMS Units - $800 per year x 22  respondents =17,600.

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The estimated annualized cost to federal government ($7,300.00) is described below (dollar
amounts are rounded off).

(a) License application forms - 1 page of information @ $0.10/page x 22  respondents = $2.00.

(b) Registration application forms - 3 pages of information @ $0.10 each x 22  respondents =
$7.00.

(c) VMS Registration application forms - 1 page of information @ $0.10 each x 22  respondents
= $2.00

(d)  Mailing and handling of applications - $1.00 per forms package x 22   respondents = $22.00.

(e) Staff review and processing - 0.30 hr./response (3 pages of information)  @ $26.00/hr.[GS-9]
x 22  respondents = $172.00.
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(f) Catch report forms - 3 pages of information x $0.14 per page x 4 responses per year x 22  
respondents = $37.00.

(g) Unloading logsheet - 1 page of information x $0.14 per page x 6 responses per year x 22  
respondents = $18.00.

(h) Mailing and handling of forms - 20 pages of information x $1.00 per package of forms x 22   
respondents = $440.00.

(i) Staff review and processing - 20  pages of information x 0.30 hr./page x $50.00/hr. [GS-13] x  
 22 respondents = $6,600.00

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.
 
The only change has been a decrease in the numbers of vessels participating in the Treaty – the
last submission include 32 – there are now 22 vessels licensed under the Treaty and this number
is not expected to change dramatically in the coming year.   

16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The information collected is not for publication.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

All forms used in the information collection are actually developed  by the FFA.  They do not
display the expiration date for OMB approval.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.

All forms used in the information collection are developed and supplied by the FFA.  They do
not indicate the retention period for record keeping requirements, or inform respondents of the
information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3).  It is not known whether the forms were
developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective
management and use of the information to be collected.  

No PRA information will be displayed on or be attached to forms distributed directly by the
FAA.  NMFS does distribute some of the license application and vessel registration forms, and
the attached PRA information will be sent with those forms.

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS
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Statistical methods are not used for this collection.







































































































74943Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 248 / Monday, December 29, 2003 / Notices 

End of Certification 

The following service is proposed for 
deletion from the Procurement List: 

Service 

Service Type/Location: Document 
Processing, Defense Reutilization and 
Marketing Office, McClellan AFB, 
California. 

NPA: PRIDE Industries, Roseville, 
California. 

Contract Activity: Department of the 
Air Force, McClellan AFB, California.

Patrick Rowe, 
Deputy Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 03–31909 Filed 12–24–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6353–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 122203C]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; South Pacific Tuna 
Act

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 27, 
2004

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Raymond Clarke at 808–973–
2935, ext. 205, or at 
Raymond.Clarke@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The Treaty on Fisheries Between the 
Governments of Certain Pacific Island 

States and the Government of the 
United States, signed in Port Moresby, 
Papua New Guinea, in 1987, and its 
annexes, schedules and implementing 
agreements, as amended (Treaty), 
authorize U.S. tuna vessels to fish 
within fishing zones of a large region of 
the Pacific Ocean. The South Pacific 
Tuna Act (16 U.S.C. 973g and 973f) and 
U.S. implementing regulations (50 
CFR282.3 and 282.5), authorize the 
collection of information from 
participants in the Treaty fishery. Vessel 
operators who wish to participate in the 
Treaty fishery must submit annual 
license and registration applications and 
periodic written reports of catch and 
unloading of fish from a licensed vessel. 
The information collected is submitted 
to the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), 
on forms generated by the FFA, through 
the U.S. government (National Marine 
Fisheries Service). License and 
registration application information is 
used by FFA to determine the 
operational capability and financial 
responsibility of a vessel operator 
interested in participating in the Treaty 
fishery. The information obtained from 
vessel catch and unloading reports is 
used by FFA to assess fishing effort and 
fishery resources in the region and to 
track the amount of fish caught within 
each Pacific island state’s exclusive 
economic zone for fair disbursement of 
Treaty monies. If the information is not 
collected, the U.S. government will not 
meet its obligations under the Treaty, 
and the lack of fishing information will 
result in poor management of the fishery 
resources.

II. Method of Collection
The information is collected using 

forms required under the Treaty.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0218.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

32.
Estimated Time Per Response: 15 

minutes for a license application form; 
30 minutes for a registration application 
form; 15 minutes for a Vessel 
Monitoring System (VMS) application 
form; 1 hour for a catch report; 30 
minutes for an unloading logsheet; 4 
hours to install a VMS; 2 hours per year 
to maintain a VMS; and 24 seconds per 
day for automated VMS position 
messages.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 430.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $53,000.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: December 19, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–31896 Filed 12–24–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 122203B]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Vessel Monitoring 
System Requirements in the Western 
Pacific Pelagic Longline Fishery

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 27, 
2004.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
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