
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
08/13/2014Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

08/13/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: South Pacific Tuna Act

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0218

EXPIRATION DATE: 02/28/2017

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 571 405 143,121

New 571 405 143,121

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: Terms of the previous clearance remain in effect.

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201408-0648-003ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

Catch report NA Purse seine vessel -  catch
report form

License Application Form NA License appolication form 50 CFR 300 Subpart D

Regional Application/VMS
Registration Form and Fee
and VMS maintenance costs

NA Application for registration

Unloading Logsheet NA Purse seine transshipment and
other unloading logsheet

Expression of interest to
determine license application
eligibility

50 CFR 300.32

Request for planned purse
seine participation in the
WCPO fishery



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA ACT 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0218 
 
 

This change request is associated with a final rule (RIN 0648-BD53).  The rule amends current 
regulations for United States (U.S.) purse seine vessels operating in the Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) in 
the Convention Area of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) and affects the 
information requirements and associated burden for the catch report form element of the currently 
approved collection of information under the South Pacific Tuna Act (OMB Control No. 0648-0218).  
 
The rule would modify the existing information required on the catch report form to include specific 
information in the event that a whale shark is encircled in a purse seine net in the IATTC Convention 
Area.  The additional required information would be detailed in an instruction sheet, provided by the 
NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Administrator to owners and operators of U.S. purse seine vessels 
licensed to fish in the IATTC Convention Area, and would consist of the following: (1) the number of 
whale sharks encircled in a given set; (2) a brief description of any conditions or circumstances that might 
have led to the encirclement; (3) a brief description of the steps taken to ensure the safe release of the 
whale shark(s); and (5) whether each of the animals was alive or dead upon release.  The existing catch 
report form would remain unchanged and the instruction sheet would specify the format in which the new 
information should be recorded on the existing catch report form.  In the event that a whale shark 
encirclement occurs, the rule would require respondents to add the above information to the existing catch 
report form.  
 
The burden of this additional information would be borne by respondents only in the event that a whale 
shark becomes encircled in a purse seine net in the Convention Area.  In that event, the additional burden 
is estimated at 10 minutes per encirclement.  While it is not possible to project the rate of whale shark 
encirclements with certainty, the number of respondents is not expected to change as a result of this 
rulemaking.  
 
It is estimated that about 0.2 responses per year (1 every 5 years) will be required.  
 
Additional annual burden: 0.2 responses x .17 hours (10 minutes) = 0.034 hour. This change 
equates to no change, as it is only a fraction of an hour.  
 
There were no comments on the information collection requirements, and only one comment, in support 
of the rule. 
 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95



OMB Control No. 0648-0218 
Expiration Date: 02/28/2017 

South Pacific Regional Purse Seine Logsheet:  Supplemental Instructions 

Whale Shark Encirclement Reporting 

Pursuant to regulations implementing decisions of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, in the event that one or more 
whale sharks are encircled by purse seine fishing operations, the following information must be 
recorded on the South Pacific Regional Purse Seine Logsheet (RPL).  This information must be 
recorded for each set in which an encirclement occurs: 

1. The number of whale sharks encircled in the set:
• Enter the information regarding the set in which the whale shark interaction

occurred as you would for any other set
• In the fields for DISCARDS, enter whale shark under species name and enter the

number of individuals that were encircled

2. A brief description of any conditions or circumstances that might have led to the
encirclement:

• On the blank line(s) directly below the line of information for that set, enter a
brief description of any conditions or circumstances

• For E-reporting: Add a comment for the set and enter the description

3. A brief description of the steps taken to ensure the safe release of the whale shark(s):
• On the same line(s) used for the information in element 2, enter the steps taken to

ensure the safe release
• For E-reporting: Enter the steps taken in the same comments section used for the

information in element 2

4. Whether each of the animals was alive or dead upon release, to the best of your
knowledge:

• On the same line(s) used for the information in elements 2 and 3, enter an
indication of whether the animal was alive or dead upon release

• For E-reporting: Enter the indication in the same comments section used for
elements 2 and 3
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