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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
SOUTHEAST REGION PERMIT FAMILY OF FORMS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0205 
 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for a revision of a current information collection. 
 
The collection consists of vessel and dealer permits that are part of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) program to manage fisheries in the Southeast and Atlantic Regions.  The 
fisheries in the Southeast and Atlantic Regions are managed under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) (16 U.S.C. 1801), the Atlantic Tunas 
Convention Act (ATCA) (16 U.S.C. 971), and regulations at 50 CFR part 622, 50 CFR part 635 
and 50 CFR part 300.  NMFS issues permits to fishing vessels and dealers in order to collect 
information necessary to comply with domestic and international fisheries obligations, secure 
compliance with regulations, and disseminate necessary information. 
 
This collection is revised to add a commercial smoothhound shark permit in association with the 
upcoming final rule, RIN 0648-BB02, Amendment 9 to the 2006 Consolidated Atlantic Highly 
Migratory Species (HMS) Fishery Management Plan (FMP) (Amendment 9).  Among other 
things, Amendment 9 will implement a commercial smoothhound shark permit requirement for 
vessels retaining smoothhound sharks caught in Federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean, including 
the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) and Caribbean Sea.  This permit requirement will aid in identifying 
the participants in the smoothhound shark fishery to facilitate information gathering for fishery 
management and quota monitoring, facilitate enforcement of fishing regulations, and help 
maintain a sustainable fishery.  The commercial smoothhound shark permitting requirement 
would become effective at a date specified after approval of this revision request. 
 
In April 2011, NMFS submitted a Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) change request to the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) to add a commercial smoothhound shark permit to the 
existing HMS permit PRA package (OMB Control No. 0648-0327). OMB subsequently 
approved the change request to add the Federal commercial smoothhound shark permit to the 
HMS permit PRA package in May 2011.  In July 2015, the commercial smoothhound shark 
permit was removed from the HMS permit PRA package (OMB Control No. 0648-0327) 
because NMFS planned to move it to the Southeast Regional Office (SERO) Permit Family of 
Forms (OMB Control No. 0648-0205).  This revision seeks to affect that move by adding the 
previously-approved commercial smoothhound shark permit to the SERO Permit Family of 
Forms because the SERO permit office will administer the smoothhound shark permit.  The 
revision also addresses a new permit fee of $25 ($10 if issued in conjunction with another 
SERO-administered permit) related to SERO’s administration of the permit and provide a more 
accurate estimate of the number of respondents, reducing the estimated number of respondents 
from 4,000 to 500.  This reduction in the estimated number of respondents is based on recent 
landings data. At the time of the initial 4,000 respondent estimate, NMFS did not have an 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=da457992482e6f32d9ef46ea84030fe9&mc=true&n=pt50.12.622&r=PART&ty=HTML
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=0b41f8461bc34fe4f6808287415166e1&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr635_main_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:11.0.2.11.1.8.21.4&rgn=div8
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estimate of the number of fishermen fishing for smoothhound sharks and instead used an 
estimate of the number of spiny dogfish fishermen as a proxy. Since then, it has become apparent 
that significant differences exist between the two fisheries and a more targeted estimate of the 
number of smoothhound shark fishermen is available based on recent landings data. 
 
This revision would add 500 respondents, 500 responses, and a maximum of 250 burden hours to 
fill out and submit an application for a commercial smoothhound shark permit. Additionally, the 
$25 application fee would result in a maximum of $12,500 additional cost.  
 
These current information collections have no change in requirements, burden, or cost at 
this time: 
 
Fishing in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): 
With the exception of the commercial smoothhound shark permit that would be added with this 
revision, no other EEZ fishing permits would change. The Federal Vessel Permit Application 
Form is used to collect vessel information. Permits are issued annually or more frequently at the 
request of the applicant if changes are necessary. There is one vessel permit application form that 
is used for both new vessels that are applying for a vessel permit and for previously permitted 
vessels that want to renew their vessel permit. For a person on aboard a vessel used to harvest or 
possess federally-managed species in or from the EEZ, a vessel permit is required, as specified in 
50 CFR 622.20 for Gulf reef fish, 622.50 for Gulf shrimp, 622.70 for Gulf coral, 622.170 for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper (including wreckfish), 622.200 for South Atlantic shrimp 
(including rock shrimp), 622.240 for South Atlantic golden crab, 622.270 for Atlantic dolphin 
and wahoo, 622.370 for Gulf and South Atlantic coastal migratory pelagics, 622.400 for Gulf 
and South Atlantic spiny lobster, and 622.470 for Caribbean coral. For a person aboard a vessel 
used to harvest or possess any highly migratory species (i.e., sharks, tunas, swordfish), a vessel 
permit(s) is required as specified at 50 CFR 635.4. The smoothhound shark permit will be 
required under this section. 
 
Annual Dealer Permit:  
Identification of dealers or processors is needed to obtain first purchase information on landings 
to evaluate the biological, economic, and social implications of management measures. The Gulf 
and South Atlantic dealer permit was implemented in 2014 to obtain more timely purchase 
information from dealers to better monitor annual catch limits for the various Gulf and South 
Atlantic species managed by NMFS Southeast Regional Office and the Gulf and South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Councils. This permit allows dealers to purchase all species managed by 
the Gulf and South Atlantic Fishery Management Councils (except for IFQ species, for which an 
IFQ dealer endorsement would still be required).  The MSA, Regulatory Flexibility Act, and 
Executive Orders 12866 and 12131 require the determination of these facts. For a dealer to first 
receive fish harvested in or from the EEZ, a Gulf and South Atlantic dealer permit must be 
issued to the dealer, as specified in 50 CFR 622.20(c)(1) for Gulf reef fish, 622.90(a)(1) for Gulf 
red drum, 622.170(c)(1) for South Atlantic snapper-grouper, 622.200(c)(1) for South Atlantic 
rock shrimp, 622.240(b)(1) for South Atlantic golden crab, 622.270(d)(1) for Atlantic dolphin 
and wahoo, 622.370(c)(1) for Gulf and South Atlantic coastal migratory pelagics, and 
622.400(a)(5)(i) for Gulf and South Atlantic spiny lobster. As with the Gulf and South Atlantic 
species, dealers purchasing swordfish and sharks caught in the Atlantic Ocean, including the 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.2.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.3.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.4.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.7.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.8.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.10.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.11.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.14.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.15.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.18.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/604
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12866.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12131.html
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.2.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.5.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.7.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.8.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.10.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.11.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.14.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.15.1.1&rgn=div8
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Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea, must have a dealer permit as specified in 50 CFR 635.4. 
These requirements for shark and swordfish dealers are needed not only to comply with the 
statutes and executive orders mentioned above but also to comply with international 
requirements under ATCA. 
 
Vessel Fishing for Wreckfish off the South Atlantic: 
Annually, on or about March 1, the Regional Administrator (RA) will provide each wreckfish 
shareholder with a list of all wreckfish shareholders and their percentage shares, reflecting share 
transactions on forms received through February 15, as specified in 50 CFR 622.172(b). 
 
Notification of Lost or Stolen Traps and/or Notification of Authorization for Trap 
Retrieval: 
Vessel and permit holders are required to notify NMFS when a trap is lost, stolen, or being 
retrieved for inventory purposes, as specified in 50 CFR 622.249(c) for South Atlantic golden 
crab, 622.403(b)(3) and 622.405(b) for Gulf and South Atlantic spiny lobster. 
 
Zone Transit Notification: 
For a person aboard a fishing vessel to fish for golden crab in either the Northern Zone, the 
Middle Zone or the Southern Zone, a golden crab (South Atlantic EEZ) permit is required. In 
order to transit a non-permitted zone a Zone Transit Notification Form must be completed, as 
specified in 50 CFR 622.241(b)(2). 
 
Coupons for Tracking Individual Transferable Quota (ITQ): 
A dealer may receive a wreckfish only from a vessel for which a commercial permit for 
wreckfish has been issued, as required under 50 CFR 622.170(a)(2). A dealer must receive the 
"Fish House" part of ITQ coupons in amounts totaling the eviscerated weight of the wreckfish 
received; enter the permit number of the vessel from which the wreckfish were received, enter 
the date the wreckfish were received, enter the dealer's permit number, and sign each such "Fish 
House" part; and submit all such parts with the dealer reports required by 50 CFR 622.176(c). 
An owner or operator of a vessel and a dealer must make available to an authorized officer all 
ITQ coupons in his or her possession upon request. 
 
Annual landings report: 
The owner or operator of a vessel for which a Federal commercial vessel permit for Gulf shrimp 
has been issued must annually report the permitted vessel’s total annual landings of shrimp and 
value, by species, on a form provided by the Southeast Fisheries Science Center. Compliance 
with this reporting requirement is required for permit renewal, as specified in 50 CFR 
622.51(a)(4). 
 
Operators of vessels fishing for Rock shrimp or Dolphin/Wahoo:  
For a person aboard a fishing vessel used to fish for rock shrimp in Federal waters from the state 
border of Virginia and North Carolina to the east coast of Florida, either a Commercial Vessel 
Permit for Rock Shrimp must be issued to fish off of North and South Carolina (Carolinas Zone) 
or off of Georgia and Florida (South Atlantic EEZ), as specified in 50 CFR 622.200. A vessel 
may not be issued permits to fish in both areas simultaneously. If a vessel has a valid 
Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp for the South Atlantic EEZ, and the vessel owner is 
applying for a Carolinas Zone permit on the same vessel, the South Atlantic EEZ permit must 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.7.1.3&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.10.1.10&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.15.1.4&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.15.1.6&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.10.1.2&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.7.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.7.1.5&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.3.1.2&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.3.1.2&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=a4455ec80075682c153e5bfa496d36f3&mc=true&node=se50.12.622_1200&rgn=div8
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first be transferred from the vessel or surrendered to NMFS in order for a person aboard a fishing 
vessel to fish commercially for rock shrimp in Federal waters in the other zone. 
 
A vessel must be issued an Atlantic dolphin/wahoo commercial permit (50 CFR 622.270) to be 
eligible for exemption from the bag and possession limits for dolphin/wahoo in the Atlantic EEZ 
or to sell dolphin or wahoo harvested in the Atlantic EEZ. The permit will only be valid if there 
is someone on the vessel that has a valid Vessel Operator Permit Card issued by the NMFS 
Southeast Regional Office or the Northeast Regional Office. 
 
Transfer notarization: 
Transfer notification application must be accompanied by the original permit and a copy of a 
signed bill of sale or equivalent acquisition papers, as specified in 50 CFR 622.4. In those cases 
where a permit, license, or endorsement is transferable, the seller must sign the back of the 
permit, license, or endorsement and have the signed transfer document notarized. 
 
Change of Information for permit holders: 
The owner or operator of a vessel with a permit, a person with a coral permit, a person with an 
operator permit, or a dealer with a permit must notify the RA within 30 days after any change in 
the application information specified, as required by 50 CFR 622.4. This information includes: 
name, address, telephone number, date the business was formed, and other identifying 
information of the business. The permit is void if any change in the information is not reported 
within 30 days. 
 
Colombian Treaty Waters: 
This Federal permitting requirement is part of the negotiated treaty with Columbia that permits 
U.S. vessels to fish in Columbia waters (50 CFR 300.123). 
 
NMFS would be significantly hindered in its ability to fulfill the majority of its scientific 
research and fishery management missions without these data. It is anticipated that the 
information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support publicly disseminated 
information. NMFS retains control over the information and safeguards it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. The 
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measure 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of the Public Law 106-554. 
 
Aquacultured Live Rock: 
There were 18 permits issued for Aquacultured Lived Rock and it was estimated that 
approximately 36 reports for the Deposit or Harvest of Aquacultured Live Rock will be 
submitted each year, at an average of 15 minutes per response. The current burden time 
associated with this form is 9 hours (36 reports x 15 min/60 min = 9 hours). The purpose of this 
data collection is to collect information on types and quantities of live rock that are harvested, as 
specified in 50 CFR 622.70(a)(2) through 70(b)(2) iv and 622.71(a). Although these data are 
collected by some state fishery agencies (notably Florida), it continues to be important to collect 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.1.1.4&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.1.1.4&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:11.0.2.11.1.8.21.4&rgn=div8
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.4.1.1&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4813315e35cff9e2bac7e25876a67e52&node=50:12.0.1.1.2.4.1.2&rgn=div8
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this information from harvesters with a Federal permit that are not from a state that requires 
regular permitting. 
 
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
All permits in this collection must be renewed annually. Permits can be used to accomplish many 
functions. One of the main purposes for issuing permits is to identify the participants in a 
particular trade or industry.  NMFS manages fisheries on a regional basis; likewise, permits are 
issued by regional offices and the permit databases are regionally distributed.  The information 
requested is used by various offices of NMFS, staff of the regional fishery management councils 
(Regional Councils), the United States Coast Guard, United States Army Corp of Engineers, and 
state fishery agencies under contract to NMFS to develop, implement and monitor fishery 
management strategies.  Analyses and summarizations of data are used by NMFS, the Regional 
Councils, the Departments of State and Commerce, OMB, the fishing industry, Congressional 
staff, and the public to answer questions about the nature of the Nation’s fishery resources. 
 
Vessel Permits  
The general information collected for vessel permits includes all or some of the following: 
 

• Vessel owner, corporate status, birthdate or corporation filed date, social security number 
or Federal ID number, names of additional owners, and contact information (e.g., 
address, phone, etc.); 

• Vessel name, registration, and port; 
• Vessel characteristics (including length) and construction type; 
• Gear type/category; 
• IMO/LR number (for commercial vessels ≥ 20 meters (65’ 7”)); and 
• Signature and payment/delivery information. 

 
Collection of information through annual vessel permits provides current information on the 
vessel owners participating in these fisheries, thus facilitating information gathering for quota 
monitoring necessary to avoid exceeding catch quotas.  For example, NMFS requires that vessel 
permits be displayed to dealers and that permit numbers be recorded on dealer reports in order to 
validate landings of HMS.  
 
A current permit holder list aids NMFS in the communication and enforcement of fishery 
regulations through distribution of management program brochures, fish identification guides, 
and regulatory compliance guides. In addition, a permit “universe” facilitates collecting catch 
and effort information about commercial and recreational fisheries, as required by law. NMFS 
constructs sampling frames for dockside and telephone surveys from permit holder lists and uses 
the list to select vessels for logbooks and/or at-sea observers (addressed under separate 
collections). Such surveys, logbooks, and observer reports provide essential information for 
management of fisheries in the United States, particularly in terms of quota allocation decisions 
that follow MSA recommendations, such as allocating fishing opportunities consistent with 



 
6 

traditional fishing patterns and considering the economic values to various user groups. Another 
purpose of the vessel permit requirement is that it serves as a useful tool in support of 
enforcement of fishery regulations. That is, the permit can be revoked as a penalty for a violation 
of fishery conservation measures. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The application for the commercial smoothhound shark permit can be obtained online at SERO's 
Web site (http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/), and click on Fishing Permit Applications. This Web site 
allows the public to obtain a copy of this form, complete it electronically, download it, and print 
it out.  
 
SERO’s Web site also includes other forms under this collection, including vessel and dealer 
permit applications, which can also be downloaded and completed electronically, and printed. 
There is also an option now to complete a vessel permit application online and submit it online, 
for certain fisheries. All other permitting requirements are still paper forms. 
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The HMS Advisory Panel meets twice per year to discuss issues pertinent to management of 
HMS fisheries, including permits. This panel includes representatives from fishing and 
processing industries, environmentalists, the academic community, and the Atlantic, Gulf of 
Mexico, and Caribbean states and/or territories. Through this forum and the Federal rule-making 
process, information including any potential duplication of permitting requirements is identified. 
No duplication regarding obtaining the commercial smoothhound shark permit has been 
identified. 
 
The MSA's operational guidelines require each FMP to evaluate existing state and Federal laws 
that govern the fisheries in question, and the findings are made part of each FMP. Each Regional 
Council membership is comprised of state and Federal officials responsible for resource 
management in their area. These two circumstances identify other collections that may be 
gathering the same or similar information. In addition, each FMP undergoes extensive public 
comment periods where potential applicants review the proposed permit application 
requirements. Therefore, NMFS is confident it is aware of similar collections if they exist. The 
other information proposed to be collected is not being collected elsewhere; therefore, this data 
collection would not cause duplication. 
 
5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Because all applicants are considered small businesses or small entities, separate requirements 
based on size of business have not been developed. Only the minimum data to meet the current 
and future needs of NMFS’ fisheries management are requested from the dealers and vessel 
owners. 
 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/
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6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If this information collection were not conducted, the United States would have difficulty 
fulfilling reporting and compliance obligations under MSA and ATCA, possibly resulting in 
violations of MSA requirements, including catch reporting requirements.  
 
Smoothhound sharks are managed under the MSA and the 2006 Consolidated Atlantic HMS 
FMP as amended. Section 303(b) of the MSA provides statutory authority to require permits for 
fisheries governed by FMPs issued by the Secretary of Commerce. 
 
Regulations at 50 CFR parts 635, 622, and 300 subpart M require the permits listed above. The 
importance of the information collected prior to permit issuance and the use of the permit system 
is explained in Question 2. 
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner 
inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A proposed rule to consider implementation of a commercial smoothhound shark permit was 
published on August 7, 2014 (79 FR 46217) as part of Amendment 9 to the 2006 Consolidated 
Atlantic HMS FMP. No comments pertaining to the smoothhound shark permit were received. 
 
NMFS published a Federal Register notice on September 9, 2015, soliciting comments on the 
revision of this information collection (80 FR 54553). No comments were received. 
 
The Southeast Region data collection programs are all part of FMPs or amendments to these 
FMPs. As such, public comments were solicited for all parts of the rule, including the collection 
of information requests. As part of the FMP development process, public hearings are held 
throughout the region soliciting comments from constituents about any part of the proposed FMP 
and associated rule. Additionally, upon publication of the notice of availability of the 
amendments in the Federal Register, the public has 60 days to comment on the amendments.  
 
In addition, the HMS Advisory Panel meets twice annually to provide input on HMS regulatory 
and operations programs.  
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9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There are no payments or other remunerations to respondents. 
 
10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the forms, all data submitted under the proposed collection will be handled as 
confidential material in accordance with the MSA, Section 402b, and NOAA Administrative 
Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics.  
 
This information collection is included in a comprehensive NMFS Permits and Registrations 
System of Records Notice (SORN), COMMERCE/NOAA #19, Permits and Registrations for 
U.S. Federally Regulated Fisheries, published 04/17/2008, and effective 06/11/2008. An updated 
SORN was published on August 7, 2015, and became effective on October 15, 2015. 
 
11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are asked. 
 
12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Current estimated burden hours for this collection of information total 5,836 hours, the number 
of responses total 13,494, and the number of respondents total 13,409. 
 
For the smoothhound shark commercial permit, NMFS estimates 500 respondents to apply. If a 
respondent is applying for or renewing another SERO-administered permit at the same time, 
applying for a smoothhound shark permit would only require checking an additional box, which 
would take approximately 10 seconds. If the respondent is not applying for or renewing a SERO-
administered permit at the same time, a new application must be filled out which would take 
approximately 30 minutes. Thus the total burden estimate is somewhere between 1.4 hours (500 
respondents x 10 seconds = 5,000 seconds/3,600 seconds = 1.4 hours) and 250 burden hours 
(500 respondents x 30 minutes = 15,000 minutes/60 minutes = 250 hours). It is possible that 
respondents already hold a permit issued through the SERO Permits Office due to participation 
in other SERO fisheries (including other shark fisheries), and could renew their permit at the 
same time, and therefore, they would simply need to check a box on their existing form to apply 
for a commercial smoothhound shark permit, significantly reducing the burden hour estimate. 
However, at this time, NMFS does not have an estimate of the number of respondents who 
would apply for a smoothhound shark permit that could also apply for or renew another permit 
administered through SERO permit office. Therefore, for the purpose of this revision request, 
NMFS assumes the high estimate of 250 burden hours for the commercial smoothhound shark 
permit. 
 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-8257.pdf
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Therefore, for OMB Control No. 0648-0205, the new respondent number would be 13,909 
(13,409 + 500); responses would be 13,994 (13,494 + 500) and the new burden hour total 
would be 6,086 hours (5,836 hours + 250 hours). 
 
13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above).  
 
The current total annual cost labor burden for this collection of information is $444,878. 
 
There is a $25 charge for a stand-alone commercial smoothhound shark permit or $10 if issued in 
conjunction with another SERO-administered permit. Thus, the total annual cost to the public for 
the permit is somewhere between $12,500, if none of the 500 respondents apply for or renew 
another SERO-administered permit (500 respondents x $25), and $5,000, if all the respondents 
apply for or renew another SERO-administered permit (500 respondents x $10). For the purpose 
of this revision request, NMFS assumes the high estimate of $12,500 in total annual costs for the 
commercial smoothhound shark permit. 
 
Therefore, for OMB Control No. 0648-0205, the new cost burden to respondents would be 
$457,378 ($444,878 + $12,500).  
 
14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There are currently no costs to the government beyond regular staff hours: 41,982 (3 hours per 
response) at a cost to the government of $15/hour, or $629,730. 
 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Program Changes:  
 
For the addition of the commercial smoothhound shark permit to the existing SERO vessel 
permit application, NMFS adds 500 respondents, 500 responses, and 250 burden hours (30 
minutes/response) and $12,500 annually to this collection of information. 
 
16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results from this collection are not planned for statistical publication. NMFS may distribute 
the results of the observations for general information. 
 
17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
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18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



0MB Control Number 0648-0205, Expiration Date 04/30/2017

U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA
NMFS PERMITS OFFICE, F/SER14

263 13th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Toll Free 877-376-4877 (8:00 am. - 4:30 p.m. ET)
727-824-5326 (8:00 am. - 4:30 pm. ET)
sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/permits

SECTION 1 - VESSEL IN FORMATION

Official Number From USCG Certificate Of
Documentation (If the vessel is documented) Year Built Length (ft)

Crew Size—Including the Captain,
but not including passengers.

HOLD or FISH BOX CAPACITY
How many pounds of product can you bring
to the dock when full?

CEMENT

OTHER
(DESCRI BE)

DIESEL

GASOLINE

OTHER
(DESCRIBE)

Form Revision 04/08/2015

,ø.e o,co

/ w FEDERAL PERMIT APPLICATION FOR

____

VESSELS FISHING IN THE EXCLUSIVE
j

- / ECONOMIC ZONE (EEZ)
O

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Reviewer’s Initials and Date

Permit Check or Money Order
Number and Amount

Floy Tag Check or Money Order
Number and Amount

Sanctioned Case Number if
Sanctioned

Non Compliance Hold Date

Non Compliance Cleared Date

Expiration Date(s)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Application ID

REMEMBER TO SEND A COPY of the current (not expired) United States Coast Guard (USCG) Certificate of Documentation or a copy
of the State Vessel Registration. Do not send the original. If the vessels state registration does not list all owiers, also provide a copy
of the vessel’s title, or other documentation from the appropriate state agency, that identifies all vessel owners.

Total Horsepower

State Registration Number (as applicable)

Vessel Name

Hull Identification or IMO Number

Hailing Port City

Hailing Port County Or Parish Hailing Port State

USCG DOCUMENTED VESSELS ONLY

Gross Tons Net Tons

Fuel DataHull Material

FIBERGLASS

STEEL

WOOD

Product Storage
(check all that
apply)

D ON ICE IN
HOLD, FISH
BOX, ICE
CHEST,
COOLER,
ETC

H

FREEZER

LIVE WELLFuel Capacity -

Total Gallons

Passenger Capacity Data For Charter
Vessels/Headboats Only

H

UNISPECTED VESSEL - “6-PACK”

USCG INSPECTED VESSEL: Specify
Passenger Capacity as listed on the USCG

________________

Certificate of Inspection, not including Capt.
and Crew.

This vessel is
used MOSTLY for
(select only one)

Commercial
Fishing

Charter

Head boat

For Shark and Swordfish Directed and
Incidental Permit Applicants Only: Does your
vessel fish with, or carry onboard, either
longline or gillnet gear?

D Yes D No

Reminder: If yes, include a copy of your
“Protected Species Release,
Disentanglement, and Identification
Workshop Certificate”.

1



SECTION 2 - OPEN ACCESS PERMITS AND ENDORSEMENTS

Payment Reminder: All applications must include payment of a non-refundable application fee in the form of a check or money order
made payable to the U.S. Treasury. The fee is $25.00 for the first permit and $10.00 for each additional permit or endorsement
requested on this application.

FEE SCHEDULE FOR PERMITS AND ENDORSEMENTS:

1 Permit: $25 2: $35 3: $45 4: $55 5: $65 6: $75 7: $85 8: $95 9: $105 10: $115 11: $125 12: $135

INSTRUCTIONS: Find the permits in the left column and mark the check box beside that fishery to indicate what transaction(s) you want.

OPEN ACCESS COMMERCIAL PERMITS NEW RENEW

ATLANTIC DOLPHIN/WAHOO (ADW)

SPINY LOBSTER (LC) (Not required for the EEZ off Florida)

SPINY LOBSTER TAILING (LT) You must have an LC permit OR provide your FL SPL information below.

SPANISH MACKEREL (SM)

SMOOTHHOUND SHARK (SHS)

ROCK SHRIMP - CAROLINAS ZONE

SOUTH ATLANTIC PENAEID SHRIMP (SPA)

GULF ROYAL RED SHRIMP ENDORSEMENT (GRRS) You must have a valid Gulf of Mexico Shrimp permit

HMS COMMERCIAL CARIBBEAN SMALL BOAT PERMIT (CCSB)

FOR LOBSTER TAILING PERMIT APPLICANTS ONLY

LOBSTER TAILING APPLICANTS: To obtain a lobster tailing permit you must possess a Florida Saltwater Products License (SPL) with
Restricted Species and Crawfish endorsements. If you do not have a Florida SPL with Restricted Species and Crawfish Endorsements, you
must possess or simultaneously obtain a valid Federal Spiny Lobster (LC) permit.

You must provide a copy of your Florida SPL if you do not have a Federal Spiny Lobster (LC) permit

Saltwater Products License Number Crawfish Endorsement Number

Saltwater Products License
Expiration Date

OPEN ACCESS CHARTER/HEADBOAT PERMITS NEW RENEW

ATLANTIC CHARTER/H EADBOAT FOR DOLPHIN/WAHOO (CDW)

ATLANTIC CHARTER/HEADBOAT FOR COASTAL MIGRATORY PELAGICS (CHS)

SOUTH ATLANTIC CHARTER/HEADBOAT FOR SNAPPER-GROUPER (SC)

2



SECTION 3 - LIMITED ACCESS/MORATORIUM PERMITS AND ENDORSEMENTS

Payment Reminder: All applications must include payment of a non-refundable application fee in the form of a check or money order

made payable to the U.S. Treasury. Please refer to the fee schedule in section 2 of the application.,

INSTRUCTIONS: Find the permits in the left column and mark the check box beside that fishery to indicate what transaction(s) you want.

LIMITED ACCESS COMMERCIAL PERMITS TRANSFER RENEW

KING MACKEREL (KM)

GILLNET FOR KING MACKEREL (GN)

GULF OF MEXICO SHRIMP (SPGM)

GULF OF MEXICO COMMERCIAL REEF FISH (RR)

EASTERN GULF OF MEXICO REEF FISH BOTTOM LONG LINE ENDORSEMENT (RRLE)

ROCK SHRIMP (SOUTH ATLANTIC EEZ) (RSLA)

SOUTH ATLANTIC GOLDEN CRAB (GC)

SOUTH ATLANTIC UNLIMITED SNAPPER-GROUPER (EXCLUDING WRECKFISH) (SG1)

SOUTH ATLANTIC 225 LB TRIP LIMIT SNAPPER-GROUPER (EXCLUDING WRECKFISH) (SG2)

SOUTH ATLANTIC SEA BASS POT ENDORSEMENT (SBPE)

SOUTH ATLANTIC GOLDEN TILEFISH ENDORSEMENT (GTFE)

SWORDFISH DIRECTED (SFD)

SWORDFISH HANDGEAR (SFH)

SWORDFISH INCIDENTAL (SF1)

SHARK DIRECTED (SKD)

SHARK INCIDENTAL (SKI)

ATLANTIC TUNA LONGLINE (ATL) Must have either SF1 or SKI and either SFD or SKD

LIMITED ACCESS CHARTER/HEADBOAT PERMITS TRANSFER RENEW

GULF CHARTER/HEADBOAT FOR COASTAL MIGRATORY PELAGIC FISH (CHG)

GULF CHARTER/HEADBOAT FOR REEF FISH (RCG)

HISTORICAL CAPTAIN GULF CHARTER/HEADBOAT FOR COASTAL MIGRATORY PELAGIC FISH (HCHG)

HISTORICAL CAPTAIN GULF CHARTER/HEADBOAT FOR REEF FISH (HRCG)
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SECTION 4 - INDIVIDUAL VESSEL OWNER(S) AND LESSEE INFORMATION

Answer all of the following questions to see how to fill out this section. Copy this page as needed to provide the required information
on all persons that own or lease the vessel.

Does your USCG Documentation or State Registration YES - Use this page for the NO - Fill out vessel owner
show the vessel owner as a person or persons? vessel owners info in Section 5

SECTION 4a - Vessel Owner on the USCG Certificate of Documentation or State Registration for Undocumented Vessels

1) If the USCG Documentation or State Registration shows one person as sole vessel owner - list their information here.

2) If the USCG Documentation or State Registration shows more than one person as vessel owner - list their information in Sections 4a
and 4b.

3) If there are more than two persons, photocopy this blank page as necessary to provide information for all the owners.

MAILING RECIPIENT - All mail about this permit will go to the person listed in Section 4a

Is this person a United States Citizen or permanent resident alien? YES NO

Mr/Mrs/Ms Last Name First Name Middle Name Suffix - ir, Sr, etc.

Does your USCG Documentation or State Registration
show more than one person as the vessel owner?

YES - Use Section 4a and 4b NO - Fill out Section 4b if
for the vessel owners vessel is leased

Is a person or persons leasing this vessel from the vessel YES - Use Section 4b for the NO - The lessee iso business NO - Skip Section 4b
owner? lessee Put lessee info in Section 5b

If you are operating under a different name,
what is your Doing Business As (DBA) name?

Tax Identification Number (SSN) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Mailing Address Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

___________H__H

LH H H___
Check box if the street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (P0 Box not acceptable) Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

___________H __

SECTION 4b - Vessel Lessee OR Joint Vessel Owner on the USCG Certificate of Documentation or State Registration

1) If the USCG Documentation or State Registration shows more than one person as sole vessel owner - list their information here.

2) If this vessel is leased by a person(s), list the lessee’s information here.

3) If there are more than two people, photocopy this blank page as necessary to provide information for all the owners and lessee’s.

Lease start date: Lease end date:

MAILING RECIPIENT - All mail about this permit will go to the person listed in Section 4a

Is this person a United States Citizen or permanent resident alien? YES NO

Mr/Mrs/Ms Last Name First Name Middle Name Suffix - ir, Sr, etc.

If you are operating under a different name,
what is your Doing Business As (DBA) name?

Tax Identification Number (SSN) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Mailing Address Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

Check box if the street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (Pa Box not acceptable) Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

H H H

____H

H___
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SECTION 5 - BUSINESS VESSEL OWNER(S) AND LESSEE INFORMATION
Answer all of the following questions to see how to fill out this section. Copy this page as needed to provide the required information
on all persons that own or lease the vessel.

Does your USCG Documentation or State Registration YES - Use this page for the NO - Fill out previous page
show the vessel owner as a business? vessel owners for vessel owners

Does your USCG Documentation or State Registration I YES - Use Sections 5a and NO - Fill out Section Sb if
show more than one business as the vessel owner? or the vessel owners vessel is leased

a business or businesses leasing this vessel from the YES - Use Section Sb for the NO - The lessee iso person NO - Skip Section 5b
vessel owner? lessee Put lessee info in Section 4b

SECTION 5a - Vessel Owner on the USCG Certificate of Documentation or State Registration for Undocumented Vessels

1) If the USCG Documentation or State Registration shows one business as sole vessel owner - list their information in Section 5a.

2) If the USCG Documentation or State Registration shows multiple businesses as vessel owner - list their information in Sections 5a and
5b.

3) If there are more than two businesses, photocopy this blank page as necessary to provide information for all the owners.

MAILING RECIPIENT - All mail about this permit will go to the person listed in Section 5a

Is this business entity established under the laws of the United States or any State of the United States? YES NO

Registered Name of Business

If you are operating under a different name,
what is your Doing Business As (DBA) name?

Tax Identification Number (FEIN) Date Business Formed (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Mailing Address Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

Check box if the Street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (P0 Box not acceptable) Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

E HL H_H 1 H
SECTION 5b - Vessel Lessee OR Joint Vessel Owner on the USCG Certificate of Documentation or State Registration

1) If the USCG Documentation or State Registration shows more than one business as sole vessel owner - list their information here.

2) If this vessel is leased by a business(es), list the lessee’s information here.

3) If there are more than two businesses, photocopy this blank page as necessary to provide information for all owners and lessee’s.

Lease start date: Lease end date:

MAILING RECIPIENT - All mail about this permit will go to the person listed in Section 5b

Is this business entity established under the laws of the United States or any State of the United States? YES NO

Registered Name of Business

• If you are operating under a different name,
what is your Doing Business As (DBA) name?

Tax Identification Number (FEIN) Date Business Formed (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Mailing Address Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

r
Check box if the street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (P0 Box not acceptable) Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

H H H H______ H______
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SECTION 6 - OFFICER/SHAREHOLDER INFORMATION FOR BUSINESS(ES) THAT OWN OR LEASE THE VESSEL

This page must be filled out if the owner or the lessee of the vessel is a business. Copy this page as necessary to provide information on
all persons that are officers/shareholders of the business(es) shown in Section 5.

Owner or lessee of the vessel: Owner Lessee

Business name Federal Tax ID Number

Tax Identification Number (SSN) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY)

Mailing Address Apt if City

Check box if the Street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (P0 Box not acceptable) Apt if City

Position Held - Check ALL That Apply

President/CEO Vice President Secretary Treasurer Director/ Manager Shareholder Other

Percent of Corporation Held Is this person a United States citizen or permanent resident alien? YES NO

Mr/Mrs/Ms Last Name First Name Middle Name Suffix - ir, Sr, etc.

Area Code Phone Number

State County/Parish Zip Code Country

State County/Parish Zip Code Country

Position Held - Check ALL That Apply

President/CEO Vice President Secretary Treasurer Director/ Manager Shareholder Other

Percent of Corporation Held

_______

Is this person a United States citizen or permanent resident alien? YES NO

Mr/Mrs/Ms Last Name First Name Middle Name Suffix - ir, Sr, etc.

Tax Identification Number (SSN) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

_________H

H________
Mailing Address Apt if City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

Check box if the Street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (P0 Box not acceptable) Apt if City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

Minor Shareholder Information

MINOR SHAREHOLDERS - Check here if one or more shareholders individually holds shares that is less than 1% of the total business shares.

TOTAL PERCENTAGE of the business shares held by minor shareholder(s)
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SECTION 7 - HISTORICAL. CAPTAIN OR DESIGNATED OPERATOR (INCOME QUALIFIER)

This person is a (check all that apply):

Historical Captain for Gulf of Mexico Charter/Headboat for Reef fish

Historical Captain for Gulf of Mexico Charter/Headboat for Coastal Migratory Pelagic Fish

Designated Operator (Income Qualifier other than the Permit Holder) for Commercial Spiny Lobster

A Historical Captain MUST sign Section 9 as the applicant.

A Designated Operator MUST sign Section 9 as the operator along with the applicant.

Mr/Mrs/Ms Last Name First Name Middle Name Suffix - ir, Sr, etc.

Tax Identification Number (SSN) Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Area Code Phone Number

Mailing Address Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

HH 1111 H_H__
J Check box if the street address is the same as the mailing address.

Street Address (P0 Box not acceptable) Apt # City State County/Parish Zip Code Country

SECTION 8 - SEA BASS POTS OR GOLDEN CRAB TRAPS

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY IF YOU HAVE SEA BASS POTS OR IF YOU HAVE GOLDEN CRAB TRAPS. TAGS ARE REQUIRED
FOR ALL POTS/TRAPS

Tag cost is $1.80 per tag made payable by check or money order to Floy Tag, Inc.

I need tags for: Sea Bass Pots Golden Crap Traps

What color are your Buoys for Sea Bass Pots or Golden Crab Traps? 1
List an existing buoy color code for ANY other trap or pot fishery?

South Atlantic Sea Bass Pot/Golden Crab Trap Information - You are allowed a MAXIMUM of 35 Sea Bass Pots

Number of Pot or Trap Height Pot or Trap Length Pot or Trap Width Mesh Size Height Mesh Size Width
Pots/Traps (inches) (inches) (inches) (inches) (inches)

7



SECTION 9 - SIGNATURE FOR APPLICATION - REQUIRED

The undersigned certifies under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28 usc 1746; 18 usc
1621; 18 usc iooi, 16 usc 1857). Further, the undersigned certifies that if a spiny lobster tailing permit is requested, the
applicant routinely fishes commercially in Federal waters on trips of up to 48 hours or more and that such fishing activity
requires the separation of the tail and carapace to maintain quality product.

Please note: If the vessel listed in Section 1 is leased, the applicant who signs below must be an individual named as a
lessee in Section 4, or an officer or shareholder of the lessee as listed in Section 5 with information listed in section 6. If
the vessel listed in Section 1 is not leased, the applicant must be an individual named as an owner in Section 4, or an
officer or shareholder of the owner as listed in Section 6.

]Date

_____________

1 Date

_____________

SECTION 10 - INCOME QUALIFICATION AFFIDAVIT FOR INCOME QUALIFIED PERMITS

An Income Qualification Affidavit is accepted as proof of meeting permit income qualification requirements. This signed
Income Qualification Affidavit is required with every application to renew or transfer an income qualified permit (as listed
below).

Knowingly supplying false information or willfully overvaluing any fishing income for the purpose of obtaining a permit is a
violation of Federal law punishable by a fine and/or imprisonment.

Spiny Lobster

50cFR622.400 An applicant must provide the following
information: (vi) A sworn statement by the applicant for a vessel permit
certifying that at least 10 percent of his or her earned income was
derived from commercial fishing, that is, sale of the catch, during the
calendar year preceding the application.

The following information applies to my income qualification for the Spiny Lobster fishery:

I. hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing

information is true and correct (28 usc 1746; 18 usc 1621; 18 usc 1001; 16 usc 1857), I agree to provide the necessary

documentation to prove that I met the earned income requirement when so requested by the National Marine Fisheries

Service.

Executed on

Printed Name

(date signed).

Signature

Business Name (if Applicable)

Type of business (if Applicable)

Position In Business (if Applicable)

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 20 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any
other suggestions for reducing this burden to: PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries Service, F/SLR26, 263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop,
implement, and monitor fishery management activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit under the
Magnuson - Stevens Act. Name and address information will be released via a NOAA website. All other data submitted will be handled as confidential material in uccordance
with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that
collection of information displays a currently valid 0MB control Number.

Applicant Signature

Print Name

Position in Business

Designated Operator
Signature

8
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2014–15 and the 2013–14 monitoring 
report. Based on that review, we have 
determined that the proposed action is 
very similar to that considered in the 
previous IHA. In addition, no significant 
new circumstances or information 
relevant to environmental concerns 
have been identified. Thus, we have 
determined that the preparation of a 
new or supplemental NEPA document 
is not necessary, and, after review of 
public comments, reaffirm our 2013 
FONSI. The 2013 NEPA documents are 
available for review at 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental/construction.htm. 

Authorization 

As a result of these determinations, 
we have issued an IHA to the Navy for 
conducting the described pier 
maintenance activities in Sinclair Inlet, 
from September 1, 2015 through March 
1, 2016, provided the previously 
described mitigation, monitoring, and 
reporting requirements are incorporated. 

Dated: September 2, 2015. 
Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–22799 Filed 9–9–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Permit Family of Forms 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 
1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before November 9, 
2015. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Adam Bailey, National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), 
Southeast Regional Office (SERO), 263 
13th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL 
33701, (727) 824–5305, or adam.bailey@
noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for a revision to the 

existing reporting requirements that are 
currently approved under OMB Control 
No. 0648–0205, Southeast Region 
Permit Family of Forms, in association 
with the upcoming final rule, 
Regulation Identifier Number (RIN) 
0648–BB02, Amendment 9 to the 2006 
Consolidated Atlantic Highly Migratory 
Species (HMS) Fishery Management 
Plan (FMP) (Amendment 9), developed 
under the authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801. 

The final rule, RIN 0648–BB02, would 
implement a number of Atlantic shark 
and smoothhound shark management 
measures and would establish an 
effective date for previously-adopted 
smoothhound shark management 
measures finalized in Amendment 3 to 
the 2006 Consolidated Atlantic HMS 
FMP (Amendment 3) and the 2011 Final 
Rule to Modify the Retention of 
Incidentally-Caught Highly Migratory 
Species in Atlantic Trawl Fisheries. 
Among these previously-adopted 
smoothhound shark management 
measures is a commercial smoothhound 
shark permit requirement. The 
commercial smoothhound shark 
permitting requirement contained in 
this rule would become effective at a 
date specified after approval of this 
revision request. 

In April 2011, NMFS submitted a PRA 
change request to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) to add 
the commercial smoothhound shark 
permit to the existing HMS permit PRA 
package (OMB Control No. 0648–0327). 
OMB subsequently approved the change 
request to add the Federal commercial 
smoothhound shark permit to the HMS 
permit PRA package in May 2011. In 
July 2015, the commercial smoothhound 
shark permit was removed from the 
HMS permit PRA package (OMB Control 
No. 0648–0327) with the intention of 
transferring it to the Southeast Region 
Permit Family of Forms. This revision 
seeks to add this permit to OMB Control 
No. 0648–0205, because the SERO 
Permits Office will administer the 
smoothhound shark permit. The 
revision also addresses a new permit fee 

of $25 ($10 if issued in conjunction with 
another SERO-administered permit) 
related to SERO’s administration of the 
permit and a more accurate estimate of 
the number of respondents, reducing the 
estimated number of respondents from 
4,000, to 500 based on recent landings 
data. 

Specifically for the smoothhound 
shark commercial permit, NMFS 
estimates 500 respondents to apply. If a 
respondent already holds a SERO- 
administered permit, applying for a 
smoothhound shark permit would only 
require checking an additional box on 
the permits application form, which 
would take approximately 10 seconds. If 
the respondent does not hold a SERO- 
administered permit, a new application 
must be filled out, which would take 
approximately 30 minutes. Thus, the 
total annual burden estimate is between 
1.4 hours and 250 hours. It is likely that 
many respondents already hold a permit 
issued through the SERO Permits Office 
due to participation in other SERO 
fisheries (including other shark 
fisheries), thus, they would simply need 
to check a box on their existing form. 
However, at this time, NMFS does not 
have an estimate of the number of 
respondents who would apply for this 
permit and that already hold a permit 
administered through the SERO Permits 
Office, and therefore, for the purpose of 
this revision request, NMFS assumes the 
high estimate of 250 burden hours 
annually for the commercial 
smoothhound shark permit. 

There is a $25 fee for a stand-alone 
commercial smoothhound shark permit 
or a $10 fee if issued in conjunction 
with another SERO-administered 
permit. Thus, the total annual cost to 
the public for the permit is between 
$12,500 if none of the 500 respondents 
hold another SERO-administered permit 
and $5,000 if all the respondents hold 
another SERO-administered permit. For 
the purpose of this revision request, 
NMFS assumes the high estimate of 
$12,500 in total annual costs for the 
commercial smoothhound shark permit. 

The commercial smoothhound shark 
permit would add a maximum of 500 
respondents, 250 burden hours, and 
$12,500 total annual costs to this 
information collection. 

II. Method of Collection 
Respondents have a choice of either 

electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include email of electronic 
forms, and mail and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0205. 
Form Number(s): None. 
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Type of Review: Regular submission 
(revision of current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
13,909. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 6,086 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $457,378 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 3, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–22720 Filed 9–9–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Commerce will 
submit to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 35). 

Agency: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Title: Regional Economic Data 
Collection Program for Southwest 
Alaska. 

OMB Control Number: 0648–xxxx. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Request: Regular (request for 

a new information collection). 

Number of Respondents: 1,602. 
Average Hours per Response: 45 

minutes. 
Burden Hours: 600. 
Needs and Uses: This request is for a 

new information collection. 
Regional or community economic 

analysis of proposed fishery 
management policies is required by the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
National Environmental Policy Act, and 
Executive Order 12866, among others. 
To satisfy these mandates and inform 
policymakers and the public of the 
likely regional economic impacts 
associated with fishery management 
policies, appropriate economic models 
and the data to implement them are 
needed. Much of the data required for 
regional economic analysis of 
Southwest Alaska fisheries are either 
unavailable or unreliable. Accurate 
fishery-level data on employment, labor 
income, and expenditures in the 
Southwest Alaska fishery and related 
industries are not generally available 
but are needed to estimate the role of 
fisheries and effects of fishery policies 
on local, regional and national 
economies. The Southwest region for 
this survey includes six boroughs and 
census areas (BCAs)—Aleutians East 
Borough, Aleutians West Census Area, 
Bristol Bay Borough, Dillingham Census 
Area, Lake and Peninsula Borough, and 
Kodiak Island Borough. 

In 2007–2008, a similar data 
collection project was administered for 
the Southwest Alaska region by 
obtaining 2006 annual data. However, 
that data is now outdated and 
incomplete. In the proposed survey, 
2013 or 2014 annual data for important 
regional economic variables will be 
collected from fish harvesting and 
seafood processing businesses operating 
in the region (2012 data on these 
variables will be collected if more recent 
vessel landings and processed products 
data are not available at the time the 
data collection begins). The data will be 
used to develop Southwest regional and 
BCA-level models that will provide 
more reliable impact estimates and 
significantly improve policymakers’ 
ability to assess effects on fishery- 
dependent communities in Southwest 
Alaska. A departure from the prior 
survey effort is that more information 
will be collected this time on the source 
locations of business expenditures by 
catcher vessels and seafood processors. 
The survey will be conducted one time 
only. 

A mail survey will be used to collect 
data on employment, labor income, and 
expenditures from owners of 2,731 
catcher vessels whose boats delivered 

fish to Southwest Alaska processors. 
Key informant interviews will be 
conducted to gather additional 
information from 30 seafood processors, 
including catcher-processor and floating 
processor vessels, and 20 local 
businesses that supply inputs to 
regional fish harvesters and seafood 
processors. The interviews will be used 
to determine relative expenditures for 
inputs made in nine geographical 
areas—(1) each of the six BCAs within 
the Southwest region, (2) non- 
Southwest Alaska region, (3) West 
Coast, and (4) the rest of US and 
elsewhere. Personal interviews with 
input suppliers will gather additional 
information on (i) the level of supplier 
sales to regional seafood industry 
businesses, and (ii) the portion of 
business expenditures for labor and 
non-labor inputs that were made in each 
of the above nine geographical areas. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Frequency: One time. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 

Dated: September 3, 2015. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–22708 Filed 9–9–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD001 

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Confined Blasting 
Activities by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers During the Port of Miami 
Construction Project in Miami, Florida 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice, withdrawal of an 
Incidental Harassment Authorization 
(IHA) application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) has withdrawn its application 
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