
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 11/29/2012

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
11/28/2012

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201211-0648-006
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  Northeast Region Permit Family of Forms
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0202
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 04/30/2013                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 210,091 29,640 6,273,429

New 210,138 29,644 6,273,429

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 47 4 0

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

 Gillnet Tag Order Form, 
Gillnet Tag Replcement 
Form

 Gillnet 
Designations/Requests for 
Tags

NA, NA

 Federal Fisheries Vessel 
Permit Application - 
Renewal, Federal 
Fisheries Vessel Permit 
Application - Initial

 Vessel permit application 
and renewal

NA, NA

 Application for veesel 
replacement, upgrade and 
confirmation of permit 
history

 Replacement/upgrade, 
permit history retention, 
vessel specificatiojn 
verification, unseaworthy 
vessel (proof of loss)

NA

50 CFR 648.14  Herring vessels - bycatch 
notification of landing to 
Office of Law Enforcement

50 CFR 648.80  Midwater Trawl 
Exemption Request

50 CFR 648.80  LOA for WGOM and 
Cashes Ledge Closed 
Area Charter/Party 
Exemption Certificate

50 CFR 648.104  Summer Flounder 
Small-Mesh Exemption

50 CFR 648.80  Purse Seine Exemption

50 CFR 648.80  Cultivator Shoals Whiting 
and Nantucket Shoals 
Dogfish Exemptions

50 CFR 648.14  Vessels Standing by 
Entangled Whales - 
Notification

50 CFR 648.14 DAS credit request form DAS Credit for Standing 
By Entangled Whale

NA

50 CFR 648.80  Raised Footrope Trawl 
Whitiing Fishery 
Exemption (Sept 1 - Dec 
31)

50 CFR 648.94  Monkfish Southern 
Fishery Management Area 
Landing Limit and 
Minimum Fish Size 
Exemption

50 CFR 648 VMS call-in addition of 
question about landing an 
extra monkfish

 VMS/Call-In 
Requirements - MS, 
Monkfish vesesels days 
out of fishery; 
departy/landing for 
monkfish and occasional 
sea scallop vessels

NA



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 648.85  Expedited submission of 
proposed SAPs

50 CFR 648.10 VMS Power Down 
Exemption Request Form

 NE Multispecies VMS 
Power Down Exemption

NA

 Application to 
Permanently Transfer NE 
Multispecies Days at Sea

 NE Multispecies Days at 
Sea Transfer Program

NA

50 CFR 648.10  Multispecies Area and 
DAS Declaration - 
Groundfish vessels 
fishhing under an NE 
Multispecies DAS

50 CFR 648  NE Multispecies 
Proposed Sector 
Allocation

 Dealer Permit Application 
Form - Renewal, Federal 
Northeast Seafood Dealer 
-Initial Dealer Permit 
Application

 Northeast Region Dealer 
Permitting - Initial Permit 
and Renewal

NA, NA

50 CFR 648.14 VMS Certification of 
Activation

 VMS  proof of installation 
and confirmation of VMS 
connectivity with OLE (for 
550 vessels per year), 
plus costs of installation, 
maintenance and 
automated polling

NA

50 CFR 300.140  Foreign fishing vessels 
arrival/departure from EEZ 
notification

50 CFR 300.140 VMS Certification of 
Installation

 Foreign fishing vessel 
VMS purchase, 
installation/maintenance 
and position reporting 
costs and certification 
responses and costs

NA

50 CFR 648.10  Area and DAS 
Declaration: Gulf of Maine 
Differential Days at Sea  
Area Heaving-To 
Declaration

 Vessel operator permit 
application - initial, Vessel 
Operator Application - 
Renewal

 Vessel operator permit 
application - initial and 
renewal

NA, NA

50 CFR 648.80  SNE Little Tunny Gillnet 
and Winter Flounder State 
Waters Exemptions

50 CFR 648.80  State Waters Sea Scallop 
Exemption



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 648.80  NAFO Regulatory Area 
Request (exemption)

50 CFR 648.81  GOM/Nantucket Lightship 
Party/Charter Exemption

50 CFR 648.10  Change in Multipspecies 
Permit Category, 
Transiting to Another Port 
and Transfer at Sea

 Lobster Trap Tag 
Request Form, Lobster 
trap tag replacement 
request form

 Lobster Area Designation 
and Requests for Trap 
Tags

NA, NA

50 CFR 697.26  Lobster Area 5 Waiver

50 CFR 648.100, 648.160  State Quota Transfers

50 CFR 648.94  Monkfish Fishery Days at 
Sea VMS Declaration

50 CFR 648.86  LOA for declaring that a 
vessel intends to fish 
south of the Gulf of Maine 
(GOM) Regulated Mesh 
Area 

50 CFR 648.7  Herring VMS catch report

50 CFR 648.13  Herring vessel request for 
transfer at sea LOA 

50 CFR 648.4  Herring Carrier LOA 
request

 DAS Credit Request 
Form

 DAS for cancelled trip 
with new DAS request 
form

NA

50 CFR 648.53  VMS notification for 
coordination of monitored 
landing event, pre DAS 
credit request for 
cancelled trip

 Mailing option change 
request form

 Vessel owner single-letter 
option

NA

50 CFR 648.7  NAFO fishing 
recordkeeping

 LOA request form LOA for reopened section 
of Georges Bank, per FR 
0648-BC21

NA
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
SOUTHEAST REGION PERMIT FAMILY OF FORMS 

OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0202 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is proposing a change to the 0648-0202 
family of forms to add a requirement to obtain a Letter of Authorization (LOA) to participate in 
the Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog fishery in the re-opened Georges Bank (GB) Closed 
Area.  
 
The GB Closed Area has been closed to the harvest of surfclams and ocean quahogs since 1990 
due to red tide blooms that cause Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP).  NMFS is reopening a 
portion of the GB Closed Area for harvesting surfclams and ocean quahogs provided all 
harvesting be conducted under the terms and conditions of a PSP testing protocol.  To more 
carefully monitor and control the harvest of surfclams and ocean quahogs from this area, and to 
ensure vessels are following the protocol, vessels fishing in the area would also be required to 
apply for and obtain an LOA from NMFS.  The LOA would help to ensure that vessels are 
adhering to terms and conditions of harvesting within the area and would provide a mechanism 
for NMFS to prohibit harvesting in the area should a vessel not comply with terms and 
conditions of the LOA and/or the PSP testing protocol. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
The information requested will be used by NMFS, NMFS Office of Law Enforcement, the 
United States Coast Guard, and state marine law enforcement partners.  Enforcement personnel 
will be furnished a copy of the LOA upon inspection which will verify the vessel’s intended 
activity, and will assist enforcement in conducting an inspection of the vessel.  The LOA outlines 
the harvesting requirements for the reopened area and by obtaining the LOA, a vessel is 
acknowledging and agreeing to the terms and conditions of the protocol and the LOA.  The LOA 
also provides NMFS with a list of vessels eligible to fish in the reopened area and an agreement 
that can be invalidated should a vessel not comply with the provisions of harvesting in the 
reopened area.  The new LOA will provide NMFS with additional oversight of the area to assist 
enforcement and conduct monitoring to ensure the safety of public health.      
 
The information collected to obtain an LOA consists of the vessel owner name, NMFS permit 
number, vessel name, and participation period.  Vessels wishing to withdraw from a program, 
after the minimum participation period has been met, must provide NMFS with similar 
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information via phone call or a withdrawal form. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.   
 
For vessels already issued a Federal permit, the application for this new LOA will be 
automatically sent out with the annual permit renewal package.  This application includes other 
types of LOAs, and if the permit holder is requesting more than one type of LOA, the vessel 
owner/operator is only required to submit the required information once.  Therefore, if a permit 
holder applies for another type of LOA, only the participation period for this LOA is required to 
be submitted. 
 
No other improved information collection technology has been identified to further reduce the 
burden associated with this application package.  Every effort will be made in the future to use 
computer technology to reduce the public burden. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
   
NMFS acknowledges that there is the potential for duplication with the numerous LOAs that 
exist in the Northeast region.  As such, NMFS has consolidated all Northeast region LOAs into 
one application package, where an applicant only submits his/her vessel owner name, NMFS 
permit number, and vessel name once.  Therefore, duplication has been identified and reduced by 
utilizing a single form for applying for all Northeast Region LOAs.   
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize the burden. 
  
Only the minimum data needed to meet the permit objectives are requested from all respondents. 
Because most of the respondents are small businesses, separate requirements based on the size of 
business have not been developed.  Detailed instructions are included with the application to help 
facilitate proper completion of the form.  Further burden reductions are discussed in questions 4 
and 5 of this document.    
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
If the collection is not conducted, vessels harvesting shellfish from the reopened portion of the 
GB Closed Area would not be adequately monitored.  This could potentially result in toxic 
shellfish being released to the public for human consumption.  This would be harmful to the 
general public as well as it would likely result in long term damage to the industry as the public 
may no longer purchase and consume shellfish products.     
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7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
This information collection is consistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
The proposed rule for the reopening of GB action published August 31, 2012, and a number of 
comments were received in support of the collection of information requirements in this action.  
However, because the Federal Register notice did not specifically request comments on the 
collection of information requirements, a second Federal Register notice was published on 
October 22, 2012 (77 FT 64488), which specifically solicited public comment on the collection 
of information requirements.  Two comments were received, both in support of the PRA 
measures contained in the rule.  These comments also stated that the Federal Register Notice for 
the PRA measures overestimated the PRA burden associated with these requirements.  Because 
PRA burden is estimated at the maximum number of participants, no changes are necessary as a 
result of these comments.   
 
Further, the regulatory action requiring this collection of information was requested by the 
industry, including the specifics of the collection of information requirements.  Specifically, the 
collection of information requirements required under this regulatory action were collaboratively 
developed by the industry the United States Food and Drug Administration, and State marine 
resource agencies.  As such, NMFS is implementing these requirements on request of the 
industry.  The collection of information requirements under this action have been tested and 
under development since 2008 and are fully supported by the industry and requested by the 
industry.  Further, these requirements were officially nationally recognized as the industry 
operating standard in October 2011.  As such no further consultation with industry on these 
requirements is necessary at this point in time.           
  
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
renumeration of contractors or grantees.   
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
   
All data will be handled in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, 



 
 4 

Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate 
statistical form (and without identifying the source of data, i.e., vessel name, owner, etc).  In 
addition, any information collected under the Permit Family of Forms would be considered 
confidential and would not be disclosed except as provide in section 402(b) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act.   
 
11.   Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
  
There are no questions of a sensitive nature involved in this collection of information.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.   
 
In 2011, there were 47 Federal open-access surfclam and/or ocean quahog permitted vessels that 
landed surfclams and/or ocean quahogs.  Each vessel would apply once a year, for a total of 47 
applications.  It is expected that each application would take 5 minutes to complete, for a total of 
4 hours.  However, because the area that is proposed for opening is offshore and requires a larger 
vessel to access, it is not anticipated that all 47 vessels in the surfclam/ocean quahog fishery will 
harvest from the area. A full summary of the burden estimate involved in this collection of 
information can be found in Table 1.   
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in  Question 
12 above). 
   
There is no additional public cost associated with this change as they would be submitting the 
application with the previously existing annual permit renewal package.   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal Government.   
 
The cost burden associated with issuing LOAs is estimated to be $25/hour to the Government, 
for a total annual cost of $100 (4 hours x $25).  A full summary of the collection of information 
may be found in Table 1. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
   
This revision includes new collection of information requirements to reopen a portion of the GB 
Closed Area.  Question 1 in this document explains the rational for this collection.     
   
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
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The results will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
   
NA. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
   
NA. 
 
B.  COLLECTION OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
No statistical methods are employed in the information collection procedures.  The requirements 
are mandatory for all participants in the indicated fisheries. 
 
 
The 0648-0202 burden table will be modified as shown below:  

            Cost to: 

  
# of 

Entities 

Items 
per 

Entity 
Total # 

of Items 
Response 

Time (min) 

Total 
Burden 
(hours) Public Govt. 

Atlantic Surfclam Ocean Quahog 
Harvesting from the Open Portion of the 
GB Closed Area LOA 47 1 47 5 4 $0 $100 

 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95



Letter of Authorization 
  (LOA) Request Form 
 
 
 

 
To request an LOA(s), please enter the owner and vessel information requested above, and a valid start date and 
end date in the appropriate box(es) below.  Please see the reverse side of this form for each LOA’s enrollment 
season and minimum enrollment duration.  Please note:  A vessel must hold a valid permit in the fishery(s) for 
which an LOA(s) is requested.  Remember to sign and date this form in the spaces provided below.  For 
additional information on the LOAs listed, please see the back of this form, call the Sustainable Fisheries 
Division at 978-281-9315, or visit  http://www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/.  This form may be photocopied.  Mail or 
fax completed forms to the address above. 
 
 The 2012 Permit Year runs from May 1, 2012, through April 30, 2013 

 
I am requesting an LOA(s) for the 2012 permit year. 

 
* This LOA is issued to vessels declaring such trips through the Interactive Voice Response (IVR) System. 
**VMS vessels may declare in and out of the Monkfish Exemption Program via their Vessel Monitoring System instead of 
requesting a paper LOA. 
*** A vessel must hold a valid High Seas Fishing Permit under 50 CFR part 300 in order to be issued this LOA. 
 
Applicant’s Signature:  I, the owner or authorized agent of the vessel named above, affirm subject to the 
penalties provided in 18 U.S.C. 1001, that all information I have given in obtaining this Letter of 
Authorization(s) is true and correct. 
 
Print Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Signature: _________________________________________           Date: _______________ 

Owner: Permit Number: 

F/V: Hull Number: 

LOA Requested Start Date Requested End Date Enrollment Duration 
Herring Carrier   Minimum 7 days 
Herring GOM/GB Midwater Trawl   Minimum 7 days 
Herring GOM/GB Purse Seine   Minimum 7 days 
Herring Transfer and Receive at Sea   No minimum days required 
Monkfish (SFMA) **   Minimum 7 days 
GOM Cod Landing Limit (IVR)*   Minimum 7 days 
Cultivator Shoals Whiting   Minimum 7 days 
Raised Foot Rope Trawl Whiting   Minimum 7 days 
P/C Nantucket Lightship Closed Area (CA)   Minimum 7 days 
P/C Western GOM Cashes Ledge CA  April 30 No withdrawal allowed 
P/C GOM Rolling CA   Minimum 90 days 
GOM / GB Transiting   Minimum 7 days 
Groundfish Restricted Gear Areas   Minimum 7 days 
SNE Little Tunny/Gillnet  October 31 No withdrawal allowed 
Whiting & Red Hake Transfer-at-Sea   Minimum 7 days 
NAFO Regulatory Area***    
Summer Flounder Small-Mesh   Minimum 7 days 
Skate (Bait)   Minimum 7 days 
Dogfish (Nantucket Shoals)  October 15 No withdrawal allowed 
SMB Transfer-at-Sea   No minimum days required 
Atlantic Surfclam/Ocean Quahog GB CA  December 31 No minimum days required 

United States Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service / Northeast Region 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
Phone: (978) 282-8441, Fax: (978) 281-9161 
 

http://www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/


                                                                                                            Revised January 2012 
LOA Descriptions 

 
Following is a description of each LOA that must be obtained from the Northeast Region Permit 
Office.  A vessel issued a valid LOA(s) must carry the LOA(s) on board at all times while enrolled in 
the LOA program.  A vessel owner/operator may participate in an LOA program for a period no less 
than its minimum enrollment duration.  The effective date of each LOA can be no earlier than one day 
after the date issued.  Unless the participation period specified on an LOA is longer than its minimum 
enrollment duration and the owner/operator wishes to withdraw from an LOA program prior to its 
stated end date, an LOA automatically expires at the end of a vessel’s participation period.  To 
withdraw from an LOA program (where applicable) after its minimum enrollment duration but prior to 
its stated end date, an owner/operator must contact the Northeast Region Permit Office or Port Agent 
to obtain a withdrawal certificate.  The effective date of each withdrawal certificate can be no earlier 
than one day after the date issued.  A vessel is not considered officially withdrawn from an LOA 
program until the owner/operator receives a withdrawal certificate.  LOA enrollments and withdrawals 
may be requested by mail, by phone, or by fax.   
 
The participation period for each LOA may not exceed the permit year for that fishery.  Vessel owners/operators 
must apply each year to be issued an LOA for a given year.   

 
* This LOA is issued to vessels declaring trips through the Interactive Voice Response (IVR)  
   System. 
** VMS vessels may declare in and out of the Monkfish Exemption Program via their Vessel Monitoring 
System instead of requesting a paper LOA. 
*** A vessel must hold a valid High Seas Fishing Compliance Permit under 50 CFR part 300 in order to be 
issued this LOA. 
 
 

 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per 
response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining data needed, and completing and reviewing the information. Send comments regarding this 
burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden to: National Marine Fisheries Service, Permit 
Office, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930-2276.  OMB NO. 0648-0202 Expires 4/30/2013 

LOA Enrollment Season Enrollment Duration 
Herring Carrier May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Herring GOM/GB Midwater Trawl May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Herring GOM/GB Purse Seine May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Herring Transfer and Receive at Sea May 1 - April 30 No minimum days required 
Monkfish (SFMA) ** May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
GOM Cod Landing Limit (IVR)* May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Cultivator Shoals Whiting June 15 - October 31 Minimum 7 days 
Raised Foot Rope Trawl Whiting September 1 - December 31 Minimum 7 days 
P/C Nantucket Lightship Closed Area (CA) May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
P/C Western GOM Cashes Ledge CA May 1 - April 30 No withdrawal allowed 
P/C GOM Rolling CA May 1 - April 30 Minimum 90 days 
GOM / GB Transiting May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Groundfish Restricted Gear Areas May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
SNE Little Tunny/Gillnet September 1 - October 31 No withdrawal allowed 
Whiting & Red Hake Transfer-at-Sea May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
NAFO Regulatory Area***   
Summer Flounder Small-Mesh November 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Skate (Bait) May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days 
Dogfish (Nantucket Shoals) June 1 - October 15 No withdrawal allowed 
SMB Transfer-at-Sea May 1 - April 30 No minimum days required 
Atlantic Surfclam/Ocean Quahog GB CA January 1 – December 31 No minimum days required 



 
* Both pages of this certificate must be on board the vessel named above during the participation period specified above. 

Page 1 of 2 

 
 

 
 

 
ATLANTIC SURFCLAM AND OCEAN QUAHOG HARVESTING GEORGES BANK CLOSED AREA 

LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The above vessel is authorized to enter, fish, or be in the open portion of the Georges Bank 
Closed Area during the XXXX fishing year and under the following conditions (50 CFR Part 
648.76(a)(4): 
 
1. This certificate must be carried on board the vessel during the period of participation 

specified above and must accompany a copy of the testing protocol;   
 
2. The vessel owner or operator must declare his/her intent to fish any portion of a trip 

within the open portion of the GB Closed Area through the vessel’s vessel monitoring 
system;     

 

3. The vessel owner or operator must follow all the terms and conditions of the approved 
paralytic shellfish poisoning testing protocol as adopted into the National Shellfish 
Sanitation Program, and a copy of the approved protocol must accompany this letter of 
authorization; and   

 

4. Violation of any condition or provision contained herein or of 50 CFR Part 648 
automatically voids this certificate. 

 
 

The Open portion of the GB Closed Area is that area defined by straight lines connecting the 
following points in the order stated: 

 

Point  N. Latitude  W. Longitude 
ROA1 42°00' 68°50' 
ROA2 42°00' 67°57' 
ROA3 41°34' 67°57' 
ROA4 41°34' 67°20' 
ROA5 41°00' 67°20' 
ROA6 41°00' 67°10' 
ROA7 40°40' 67°10' 
ROA8 40°40' 68°30' 
ROA9 41°30' 68°30' 
ROA10 41°30' 68°50' 

United States Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Northeast Region 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
 



*All pages of this certificate must be on board the vessel named above during the participation period specified above. 
 Page 2 of 2 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT: Under the provision of the Privacy Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-
579), no agency shall disclose any record which is contained in a system of records by any 
means of communication to any person, or to another agency, except pursuant to a written 
request by, or with the prior written consent of, the individual to whom the record pertains. 
--- 
BURDEN STATEMENT: The LOA to harvest surfclams and ocean quahogs in the open portion 
of the GB Closed Area is approved under OMB Control #0648-0202.  Public reporting burden 
for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the 
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden to National Marine 
Fisheries Service, Fishery Management Operation Division, 55 Great Republic Drive, 
Gloucester, MA  01930-2298. 
--- 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to 
the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays 
a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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