NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  09/04/2015

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
09/03/2015

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201509-0648-001
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Greater Atlantic Region Permit Family of Forms
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0202

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 07/31/2016 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 157,406 16,704 2,110,068
New 156,799 14,993 1,950,421
Difference
Change due to New Statute 0 0 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 0 -139 -13,125
Change due to Agency Adjustment -607 -1,572 -146,522
Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

IC Title

Form No.

Form Name

CFR Citation

Gillnet Designations/Requests
for Taas

NA

Gillnet Tag Order Form

Vessel permit application and |NA, NA Federal Fisheries Vessel

renewal Permit Application - Renewal,
Federal Fisheries Vessel
Permit Application - Initial and
renewal

Replacement/upgrade, permit |NA Application for veesel

history retention, vessel
specificatiojn verification,
unseaworthy vessel (proof of
loss)

replacement, upgrade and
confirmation of permit history

Herring vessels - bycatch
notification of landing to Office
of Law Enforcement

50 CFR 648.14

Midwater Trawl Exemption
Request

50 CFR 648.80

LOA for WGOM and Cashes
Ledge Closed Area
Charter/Party Exemption
Certificate

50 CFR 648.80

Summer Flounder Small-Mesh
Exemption

50 CFR 648.104

Purse Seine Exemption

50 CFR 648.80

Cultivator Shoals Whiting and
Nantucket Shoals Dogfish
Exemptions

50 CFR 648.80

Vessels Standing by
Entangled Whales -
Notification

50 CFR 648.14

DAS Credit for Standing By
Entanaled Whale

NA

DAS credit request form

50 CFR 648.14

Raised Footrope Trawl
Whitiing Fishery Exemption
(Sept 1 - Dec 31)

50 CFR 648.80

Monkfish Southern Fishery
Management Area Landing
Limit and Minimum Fish Size
Exemption

50 CFR 648.94

VMS Power Down Exemption

NA

VMS Power Down Exemption
Request Form

50 CFR 648.10

Northeast Region Dealer
Permitting - Initial Permit and
Renewal

NA

Dealer Permit Application
Form - Initial and Renewal

VMS installation, proof of
installation and confirmation of
VMS connectivity with OLE (for|
40 vessels per year), plus
costs of installation,
maintenance and automated
polling for 632 vessels per
year

NA

VMS Certification of Activation

50 CFR 648.14

Foreign fishing vessels
arrival/departure from EEZ
notification

50 CFR 300.140

Foreign fishing vessel VMS
purchase,
installation/maintenance and
position reporting costs and
certification responses and
costs

NA

VMS Certification of
Installation

50 CFR 300.140

Vessel operator permit
application - initial and renewal

NA

Vessel operator permit
application - initial and renewal

SNE Little Tunny Gillnet and
Winter Flounder State Waters

Exemptions

50 CFR 648.80




List of ICs

IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation
State Waters Sea Scallop 50 CFR 648.80
Exemption
NAFO Regulatory Area 50 CFR 648.80
Request (exemption)
GOM/Nantucket Lightship 50 CFR 648.81
Party/Charter Exemption
Change in Multipspecies 50 CFR 648.10

Permit Category, Transiting to
Another Port and Transfer at

Sea

Lobster Area Designation and |NA Lobster Trap Tag Request

Requests for Trap Tags Form

Lobster Area 5 Waiver 50 CFR 697.26
State Quota Transfers 50 CFR 648.100, 648.160
Monkfish Fishery Days at Sea 50 CFR 648.94
VMS Declaration

GOM Cod Landing Limit 50 CFR 648.86
Exemption

Herring VMS catch report 50 CFR 648.7
Herring vessel request for 50 CFR 648.13
transfer at sea LOA

Herring Carrier LOA request 50 CFR 648.4
DAS for cancelled trip with NA DAS Credit Request Form

new DAS request form

VMS notification for 50 CFR 648.53

coordination of monitored
landing event, pre DAS credit
request for cancelled trip

Vessel owner single-letter NA Mailing option change request

option form

LOA for reopened section of |NA LOA request form

Georges Bank, per FR 0648-

BC21

Atlantic Herring VMS 50 CFR 648.10

Reporting - Limited Access
Vessels - Declaration

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog 50 CFR 948.10
VMS Reporting - Activity
Declaration

Good Samaritan DAS credits |NA DAS credit form

Declared out of fishery VMS 50 CFR 648.10
reporting

Nantucket Shoals Dogfish 50 CFR 648.80(a)
Exemption

Gulf of Maine: rolling closed 50 CFR 648.80
area charter/party and
Georges Bank transiting

exemptions
Skate Bait Exemption 50 CFR 648.80
Fishing activity and catch 50 CFR 648.7

reporting for research permits,
via VMS




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any

additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS/GARFO a. 0648 - 0202
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
(o Delegated

b. [ 1] Revision of a currently approved collection

c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection 5. Small entities

Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1]No

collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved

collection for which approval has expired 6. Requested expiration date

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number a.[ ]Three years from approval date b. || |] Other Specify:_7/2016

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

7.Tile  GreaterAtlantic RegionPermitFamily of Forms

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords Fishery,FishingVesselsFish, Fishing

10. Abstract

Theissuancef a permitis anessentiapartof managindisheryresourcesThe purposeanduseof permitsis to: (1) Registervessebwnersvessebperatorsfishing
vesselsfish dealersandprocessors(2) list the characteristicsf fishing vesselsaand/ordealer/processaperations(3) exercisenfluenceovercompliancele.g.,withhold
permitissuancgendingcollectionof unpaidpenaltiespr unsubmittedbut requireddata);(4) providea mailing list for the disseminatiorof importantinformationto the
industry;(5) registerparticipantdo be consideredor limited entry;and(6) providea universefor datacollectionsamplesldentificationof the participantstheir gear
types,vesselsandexpectedactivity levelsis aneffectiveandnecessaryool in the enforcemenof fisheryregulations.

Thisinformationcollectionalsoincludesthe requirementor onboardvesseimonitoringsystemgVMS) andtherequiremenbf participantsn certainfisheriesto notify
NMFS beforefishing trips for the purposeof observeplacementVesselsarealsorequiredto requestjn writing, participationin any of the variousexemptionprograms
offeredin the Northeastregion. Exemptionprogramsamay allow a vesseto fish in anareathatis limited to vesselof a particularsize,usinga certaingeartype, or fishing
for aparticularspecies.Vesselsarealsorequiredto requesgillnet andlobstertagsthroughthe Northeastegionpermitoffice whenusinggillnet gearor lobstertraps.
Lastly, vesselbwnersthatown multiple vesselsbut would like to requestommunicatiorfrom NMFS be consolidatednto onemailing (andnot separatenailingsfor each
vessel)mayrequesthesinglelettervesselbwneroptionto improveefficiency of their businesgpractice.

This revisionof a currentinformationcollectionis in connectionwith afinal rule. 0648-BB40.The NationalMarine FisheriesServicelNMES) is brobosinato remove

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x") 12. Obligation to respond (check one)

a. _X_Individuals or households d. Farms a.[ ] Voluntary
b. _P_ Business or other for-profite. Federal Government b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 50 %

15,852
156,79¢

c. Total annual hours requested 14,994
d. Current OMB inventory 16,704
e. Difference -1,710
f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change -138
2. Adjustment -1,572

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M) 1,950
c. Total annualized cost requested 1,950
d. Current OMB inventory 2,110
e. Difference -160
f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change -13
2. Adjustment -147

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. P Program planning or management
b. _X Program evaluation f._P Research

c. _p General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. _p Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure
c. [ ] Reporting

1.1 1] On occasion 2. [ 1] Weekly 3. [ ] Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5.[ ] Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially 8.[ ] Other (describe) verythreeyears

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: TravisFord
Phone: (978)281-9195

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Alan RisenhooverDirector Sustainabléisheries 8/10/2015

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

B RA B S O N . SA RA Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

H.1T3657 10488~

DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,
ou=0THER, cn=BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

Date: 2015.09.14 15:14:03 -04'00'

10/95
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| Application for Vessel Replacement;-Upgrade;
and Confirmation of Permit History

| You can use this application to request a vessel replacement;-a-vesselupgrade;-or a confirmation of
permit history (CPH). Each of these actions is defined below. Please read this carefully and check the

action(s) for which you are applying. You may apply for more than one action on this application.

Which of the following actions are being requested?

D Vessel replacement. (Section A) This is a replacement of one vessel or CPH with

another vessel and the transfer of fishing histories and limited access permit eligibility
from the old vessel or CPH to the new vessel. Please read the vessel replacement
information on page two of the instructions prior to completing Section A. You must
submit an Initial Vessel Application for the replacement vessel.

D Confirmation of Permit History (CPH). (Section €B) A CPH is required when a vessel that
has been issued a limited access permit has sunk, been destroyed, or has been sold to
another person without its permit history. Possession of a CPH will allow the applicant
to maintain landings history of the permit without owning a vessel.

Unless otherwise stated, the word “permit” means a limited access or moratorium permit.

You must complete and sign page 3, “General Information”, or your application will be
returned. After completing page 3, also complete the appropriate section applicable to your
request. You must send all of the required verifying documents or your application will not be
processed. Please contact the Limited Access Permit Program at (978) 282-8483 if you have any

questions.

Please submit completed applications to:
NMFS Permit Office

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

or fax your application to us at (978) 281-9161



| Supplemental Information for Vessel Replacements and-Upgrades

| Vessel Baseline Specifications-and-Allowed-Upgrades

For all vessels with limited access permits (except lobster, Northeast Multispecies Handgear, and/or LAGC
| scallop), the vessel size-length and engine horsepower may be increased either through an upgrade or a
replacement A 10% increase in length overall and a 20% increase in engine horsepower are allowed.
» v- Note: If your vessel has only a
Iobster permit, Northeast MultlspeC|es Handgear permit, and/or LAGC scallop permit, there are no size
baseline restrictions on the replacement vessel; however, if you have either of those permits and another
limited access permit, the replacement vessel is subject to the above restrictions.

A limited access permit cannot be “split” from another limited access permit. Generally, this means if two
or more limited access permits are on one boat they may not be divided and put on two boats. Please call
978-282-8438 for additional explanation if you have any questions about this restriction.

To determine whether your new vessel{erupgraded-vessel- may be issued a limited access permit, the size
length and horsepower of the new vessel is compared to the vessel baseline. A vessel baseline is the
vessel’s length overall and engine horsepower as of:

1. The date the vessel which was initially issued an Atlantic herring, a multispecies, or
a scallop permit applied for that permit; or

2. March 22, 1999, for the following limited access permits: Black sea bass; Loligo
squid/butterfish; /llex squid; scup; summer flounder; and Maine mahogany quahog.

3. The effective date of the first limited access permit issued for subsequent limited
access fisheries (e.g., monkfish, tilefish, etc.).

If you have both a limited access multispecies or limited access scallop permit and any one of the following
permits: Atlantic herring, black sea bass, Longfin squid, /llex squid, scup, summer flounder, monkfish,
tilefish, or Maine mahogany quahog, you may have multiple baselines. The statement of accuracy, on
pages 3 and 4 of this package, is needed to verify the vessels’ specifications.

Scallop Trawl Net Authorization (Replacements Only)

Scallop vessels holding a permit authorization to fish for scallops with trawl nets can be replaced, and the
scallop trawl net authorization passed to the replacement vessel. However, the replacement vessel must
meet the same limitations on fishing for scallops with scallop dredges that the vessel it is replacing met. If
the limitations are not met then the replacement vessel may have to relinquish the scallop trawl net
authorization. These limitations include NOT having fished for scallops with a scallop dredge after
December 31, 1987; NOT having fished for scallops with a scallop dredge on no more than 10 trips from
January 1, 1988, through December 31, 1994; and having an engine with no greater than 450 horsepower.



General Information - This page must be completed by all applicants

Provide all verifying documentation, as requested (see Section E for acceptable forms).

Current owner of vessel or permit history:

Federal Permit Number: Vessel Name:
(for Replacements: old vessel; for Confirmation of Permit History: sold or sunken vessel;:ferUpgrades:
wesselinformaticnbetferethewperade)

Coast Guard (CG) Documentation or State Registration Number:

Owner’s Address:

Owner’s Phone Number:

» Vessel Ownership Requirements: The qualifying vessel or CPH must be under the identical ownership as
the replacement vessel. (See Section D for explanation of requirements)

» Supporting document required: You must supply proof that you own the vessel (See Section E, Item 2) or
that you own the fishing history and limited access permit eligibility of that vessel (See Section E, Iltem 3).

All vessels (Except Limited Access Lobster, Northeast Multispecies Handgear, LAGC Scallop):
You must submit documentation verifying the following (See Section E, Item 2):
-- Length Overall -- Engine Horsepower

Statement of Accuracy: Please mark the appropriate box for the baseline (old) vessel:

D The information | am submitting in order to establish my vessel’s baseline accurately represents the
vessel specifications as of March 22, 1999 (and/or as of the date of my first application for a limited
access permit).

D The information | previously submitted in order to establish the 1994 (or 1996 hook gear) baseline
for my vessel’s multispecies or scallop moratorium permit also represents the vessel specifications

as of March 22, 1999 (and/or as the date of my first application for a limited access permit).

Signature of vessel owner or authorized agent:

Printed Name: Date:

| am the owner or legally authorized agent of the owner of the vessel named above. | affirm, subject to the
penalties provided in 18 USC 1001, that all the information that | have given in obtaining this permit is true
and correct. NOTE: Submission of fraudulent or inaccurate information could result in enforcement action,
up to and including fines, permit sanctions, or the revocation of limited access permits.

3



Section A — Replacement Vessel
Applicants requesting a vessel replacement must complete this section.

Vessel Name (for replacement vessel):

Federal Permit Number (if issued):

Coast Guard (CG) Documentation or State Registration Number:

> CG documented vessels: You must submit a copy of the CG documentation papers.
(See Section E, Item 1).

> State registered vessel: You must submit a copy of the state registration papers.
(See Section E, Item 1).

All vessels (Except Limited Access Lobster, Northeast Multispecies Handgear, LAGC Scallop):
You must submit documentation verifying the following (See Section E, Item 21):
-- Length Overall -- Engine Horsepower

Statement of Accuracy
Please mark the appropriate box for the replacement vessel:

The information | am submitting in order to establish my vessel’s size-length and horsepower
specifications accurately represents the vessel specifications as of today’s date.

Information previously submitted to NOAA Fisheries for the replacement vessel accurately
represents the vessel’s specifications as of today’s date.

Please mark the limited access permit histories that you are transferring. You may only select the limited
access permits for which the vessel being replaced is currently qualified. Please keep in mind that all
limited access permits must be transferred together and cannot be separated (See the definition of splitting
above).

|| Multispecies || Scup

|| Scallop (Full/Part Time or Occasional) || Black Sea Bass

|| Lobster || Longfin squid/Butterfish
|| Summer Flounder || llex squid

| Maine Mahogany Quahog || Monkfish

| RedCrab || Atlantic Herring

|| Atlantic Mackerel | | LAGC Scallop

Scallop Type 7, 8, or 9 (authorized to use trawl nets). By checking this box you are also indicating that you
have read the supplemental vessel replacement information regarding scallop trawl net authorizations on
page 2 of the application.

NOTE: All active permits including open access on old vessel will be canceled upon issuance of permits to
new vessel. For further information please call the Permit Office 978-282-8438.
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Section €-B - Confirmation of Permit History
Applicants requesting a Confirmation of Permit History (CPH) must complete the following section.
Indicate the permits requiring issuance of a Confirmation of Permit History. The following are the only

fisheries for which CPH certificates are required or available. You may only apply for those permits for
which the vessel is currently qualified:

[ | Multispecies [ ] Scup

.| Scallop (Full/Part Time or Occasional) || Black Sea Bass

|| Lobster || Longfin squid/Butterfish
|| Summer Flounder || llex squid

| Maine Mahogany Quahog || Monkfish

| RedCrab || Atlantic Herring

|| Atlantic Mackerel || LAGC Scallop

Please check all that apply:

Vessel sold, but | have retained the permit history in the Bill of Sale (Supporting documentation
required. See Section E, Item 3)

EI Vessel destroyed (Supporting documentation required. See Section E, Item 4)

| Section B-C --Vessel Ownership Requirements

Explanation of requirements - The qualifying vessel or CPH must be under the identical ownership as the
replacement vessel. We will not accept applications if one vessel or CPH is under the ownership of one
individual, while the other vessel is owned by a corporation (even if the corporation is under the sole
ownership and control of the same individual). Both are separate legal entities.
Example: John Smith to John Smith is acceptable

John Smith to Smith LLC is not acceptable



Section E-D Supporting Documentation Required

The following are acceptable forms of verification. You are only required to submit one of the acceptable
forms of documentation for any category.

1. Vessel specification documentation (Please Note: All documentation must include the name and
documentation number of the vessel)
> For all vessels, you must verify total engine horsepower by providing one of the following:
--Marine survey documentation showing the name and location of the marine surveyor;
--Mechanic certification on the mechanic’s letterhead; or
--Engine manufacturer specification and proof that the engine is installed on your
vessel.

> For Coast Guard documented vessels, you must provide a copy of the documentation papers.*

> For State registered vessels, you must verify length overall by providing one of the following:
--Marine survey documentation showing the name and location of the marine surveyor (survey may
indicate length overall); or

--US Bureau of Shipping document.

2. Vessel ownership documentation
» To verify the ownership of a vessel, please provide a copy of one of the following:
--Current Coast Guard documentation; or
--Current State registration.

3. Vessel permit history ownership
> To verify that you have retained the permit history of a vessel you no longer own, please
provide one of the following:
--A bill of sale or document stating that the permit history has been retained by you (the seller) and
signed by you and the buyer; or
--A copy of the confirmation of permit history.

4. Vessel destruction
» To verify that the vessel has been destroyed or is no longer seaworthy, please provide one of
the following:
--Coast Guard accident report;
--Insurance adjustor’s report; or
--Verification from certified marine surveyor that vessel is no longer seaworthy.

* By submitting this documentation, you confirm that the vessel length overall is correct as indicated on
the CG documentation. If it is not, please submit additional documentation to confirm the length overall of
the vessel.



Your complete application should include the following:

Application for vessel replacement
1. You will need to submit an Initial Vessel Application for the replacement vessel.
2. You should complete and submit:
e Page 3 - General Information
e Page 4 - Section A--Replacement
3. You should submit the following supporting documentation for BOTH* the vessel being replaced
(old vessel) and the replacement vessel:
e Vessel specification documentation (See Section E-ltem 1)(not necessary for vessels holding
only limited access lobster, Handgear A, LAGC permits)
e Vessel/History ownership verification (See Section E-Items 2 or 3 as applicable) or proof of
vessel destruction (See Section E-ltem 4)

* Note: If you have already established a baseline for the old vessel by submitting information verifying
your vessel’s baseline specifications, you will not need to submit additional verification. You should submit
information about the replacement vessel.

Application for Confirmation of Permit History
1. You should complete and submit
e Page 3 - General Information
e Page 5 - Section C--Confirmation of Permit History
2. You should submit the following supporting documentation:
e History ownership verification (See Section E-Item 3) or proof of vessel destruction (See
Section E-ltem 4)

Revised 6/4/2015

OMB # 0648-0202 Expires 7/31/2016

Request for a replacement;-upgrade-netification;-or history retention: The application to allow the
respondent to request a replacement of one vessel by another;-change-vessel-specifications-due-to-an
upgrade; or retain a vessel='s history, and is meant to aid in the administration and enforcement of the
regulations that relate to these programs. This form will save the respondent time and effort in that all the
requirements relating to the interrelated actions are included on one form. These requirements have been
adopted as part of the effort reduction programs under the Fishery Management Plans (FMPs) that govern
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the fisheries involved, and are consistent with the conservation goals of the FMPs. The information
provided on this application will allow industry members to replace older vessels with new vessels or retain
histories, in a manner consistent with the effort reduction requirements of the FMPs. Fhe-information

The information requested on this form is not confidential and will be available to the general public.

BURDEN STATEMENT: Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average
three heurone hour, 30 minutes per response for vessel replacements-and-upgrades, and 30 minutes for
vessel history retention. These estimated response times include the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing
the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or suggestions for reducing
this burden to National Marine Fisheries Service, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 55 Great Republic Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to nor shall a person be
subject to penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a current valid OMB Control
Number.

Special Information Regarding Open Access History

Note that open access permit history and open access fishing history are presumed to follow along when
limited access permit eligibilities move into and out of CPH or move to a new vessel through vessel
replacement. If you inform us that you intend to separate your open access fishing history from your
limited access fishing history and permits, we will keep your statement on file. However, we have no
formal process to track such statements of intent and we cannot provide any assurance that the open
access history separated from your limited access history may be used to qualify for a future limited access
program. Such open access histories may or may not be acceptable to determine future eligibility because
eligibility determinations for management programs can be made only after final regulations and details
are implemented, which would establish the eligibility criteria and review process for those management
actions. For these same reasons, NOAA Fisheries Service staff cannot provide advice about the likelihood
that a vessel will or will not qualify for a future limited access program.

Please contact the Limited Access Permit Program at (978) 282-8483 if you have any questions
about this application.
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     This information collection also includes the requirement for onboard vessel monitoring systems (VMS) and the requirement of participants in certain fisheries to notify NMFS before fishing trips for the purpose of observer placement. Vessels are also required to request, in writing, participation in any of the various exemption programs offered in the Northeast region.  Exemption programs may allow a vessel to fish in an area that is limited to vessels of a particular size, using a certain gear type, or fishing for a particular species.  Vessels are also required to request gillnet and lobster tags through the Northeast region permit office when using gillnet gear or lobster traps. Lastly, vessel owners that own multiple vessels, but would like to request communication from NMFS be consolidated into one mailing (and not separate mailings for each vessel), may request the single letter vessel owner option to improve efficiency of their business practice.  
     This revision of a current information collection is in connection with a final rule, 0648-BB40. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is proposing to remove the requirement for vessels to report vessel baseline tonnages when filling out the application for Vessel Replacement, Upgrade, and Confirmation of Permit History.  In addition, NMFS is proposing to remove the one-time upgrade limit for vessels, thus eliminating the need for a separate vessel upgrade process.  Implementing these measures would reduce the administrative burden to permit holders, leading to increased profits for the regulated community.
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