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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ECONOMIC EXPENDITURE SURVEY OF WRECKFISH FISHERMEN IN THE U.S. 

SOUTH ATLANTIC REGION 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) proposes an annual data collection of economic information for the South 
Atlantic wreckfish fishery.  Wreckfish dwell on the continental shelf along the Southeast coast.  
There is presently a small commercial fishery (nine or fewer participants for the past decade) 
under the jurisdiction of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s (SAFMC) Snapper 
Grouper Fishery Management Plan.  The fishery has been governed under an IFQ since 1991. 1  
 
There has been little economic data collected by NOAA on this fishery beyond that available 
from the logbook data program operated by the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) and 
various Trip Ticket Programs.  According to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act as amended in 2006 (MSA) (16 U.S.C. 1853a et seq.), IFQs fall under the 
umbrella of the Limited Access Privilege Programs (LAPPs).  The data collection is necessary to 
satisfy MSA requirements, which states that LAPPs submitted by a Council or approved by the 
Secretary shall “include provisions for the regular monitoring and review by the Council and the 
Secretary of the operations of the program, including determining progress in meeting the goals 
of the program and this Act, and any necessary modification of the program to meet those goals, 
with a formal and detailed review 5 years after the implementation of the program, and 
thereafter to coincide with scheduled Council review of the relevant fishery management plan 
(but no less frequently than once every 7 years)”.  Despite the age of this program, this 
monitoring and review has not been fully completed with the wreckfish IFQ since 1994.  The 
implementation of this survey will serve to assess the current state of the program in addition to 
providing much-needed data. 
 
The MSA also states that collection of reliable data is essential to the effective conservation, 
management, and scientific understanding of the fishery resources of the United States (U.S.).  
The nation's fisheries should be "conserved and maintained so as to provide optimal yield (OY) 
on a continuing basis".  Furthermore, the MSA requires that fishery management plans include a 
Fishery Impact Statement (FIS), which assesses, specifies, and describes the likely effects of the 
conservation and management measures on participants in the fisheries being managed, fishing 
communities dependent on these fisheries, and participants in fisheries in adjacent areas. 
 

                                                            
1 IFQ programs provide fishers with an exclusive harvesting privilege, which permits them to land a share of the total allowable quota (TAC). 

Granting a secure harvesting privilege mitigates the race to fish because fishers no longer have to compete for a share of the stock. Thus, fishers 

can devote their efforts to maximizing profits by harvesting, processing, and marketing their catch more efficiently. Depending on the 

characteristics of the program, shares may be sold or leased among fishers. The presence of transferable privileges allows the creation of a 

market, where trading can take place. In well-behaved markets, privileges will gravitate towards the most efficient producers; thereby, allowing 

the less efficient producers to exit the fishery with some compensation. 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
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In addition to the needs of the MSA, the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA, 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA, 42 U.S.C. 4372 et seq.), and Executive Order 
(EO) 12866 also require socio-economic data collections.  Under the RFA, the Small Business 
Administration needs a determination of whether a proposed rule has a significant impact on a 
substantial number of small entities that are to be directly regulated.  For RFA purposes, one of 
the criteria to determine significant economic impact involves an assessment of the change in 
short-term accounting profits for small entities.  The NEPA requires a determination of whether 
Federal actions significantly affect the human environment.  This requires a number of economic 
analyses including the impact on entities that are directly regulated and those that are indirectly 
affected.  Lastly, EO 12866 mandates an economic analysis of the benefits and costs to society of 
each regulatory alternative considered by the fishery management councils, and a determination 
of whether the rule is significant.  
 
In addition to satisfying the needs of statutory requirements and pending regulations, the fishery 
management council has an interest in expanding IFQs programs into other fisheries.  Since most 
IFQs programs in the U.S. are relatively new and differ widely in their characteristics and 
impacts, a careful review of existing programs will assist in the adjustment of changing or 
unforeseen circumstances and will also aid in the planning and design new programs. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The survey data will be incorporated into economic expenditure and economic impact models of 
the wreckfish fishery.  Information from those models may appear in regulatory amendments of 
the SAFMC, NOAA technical memorandums, and academic research projects.  
 
Questions #1 through #4 ask participants in the fishery to provide information on the means by 
which the captain and crew are paid.  This is necessary to separate out the portion of landings 
revenues that are retained as owner profits versus those that are paid as wages. 
 
Questions #5 through #12 ask for information on trip expenses, which is necessary to build 
economic models that can estimate the impact of regulations on profitability, and are standard on 
most fishing expenditure surveys.  These questions were explicitly modeled on those used in the 
last survey of this fishery in 1994. 
 
Questions #13 through #19 ask for annual boat maintenance costs, which will be used to build a 
more complete economic model of the fishing sector. 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper 
access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, 
privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement 
for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to 
yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the 
information will be subject to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant 
to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 

http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/laws/regulatory-flexibility/
http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/laws_and_executive_orders/the_nepa_statute.html
http://www.plainlanguage.gov/populartopics/regulations/eo12866.pdf
http://www.plainlanguage.gov/populartopics/regulations/eo12866.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The proposed data collection will utilize both voluntary, self-administered mail surveys and 
follow-up in-person interviews (if necessary).  Because the population of active fishermen is 
extremely small, it is essential to make a complete census of the wreckfish participants.  Self-
administered mail surveys will be the initial instrument, but telephone or in-person interviews 
will used if necessary to complete the data collection or to clarify answers.  
 
Fishermen will be provided with the self-administered survey instrument, and asked to return it 
completed using an enclosed postage pre-paid envelope.  If no response is received, then the 
fishermen will be contacted by phone and urged to return the completed survey, followed by a 
site visit if necessary.  All data will be entered into a desktop computer. 
 
The data collected will not be available to the public over the internet given its confidential 
nature.  However, analytical results of studies based on this data will be disseminated to 
management agencies and peer-reviewed publications.  Some of these studies will likely be 
available online. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
We have investigated whether there are any federal or state efforts to collect similar socio-
economic information from the wreckfish fishery.  The South Atlantic Council is not planning 
any such survey, and at a recent meeting of the North American Association of Fisheries 
Economists (NAAFE), informal talks discovered no other efforts directed towards this fishery. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Many commercial fishing operations are owner- or family-operated small businesses, including 
all nine (9) members of this fishery.  We have taken several steps to minimize the burden to 
these small businesses.  First, we designed the survey instrument so that only the minimum data 
requirements for present and future management needs are collected.  This will minimize any 
potential disruption to fishing practices.  Second, fishers who receive the self-administered 
survey will be provided with postage-paid return envelopes.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If these data were collected less frequently or not at all, then the legal requirements set forth by 
the MSA, NEPA, and EO 12866 would not be met.  For example, the MSA requires a formal and 
detailed review 5 years after the implementation of the IFQ program.  The review to be 
conducted by the SAFMC and Secretary of Commerce must determine whether the program is 
satisfying the stated goals in the FMP.  If current and accurate data are not available then 
economic assessments of management actions will be potentially inaccurate, thereby leading the 
SAFMC and NMFS to make poor management decisions.  The MSA requires the establishment 
conservation and management measures to protect the resource, increase social and economic 
benefits and increase safety using the best available information. 
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7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner 
inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on December 20, 2012 (77 FR 75408) solicited public 
comments.  No comments were received. 
 
Results of consultations with persons outside the agency:  Copies of the proposed questionnaire 
were sent to members of the Socioeconomic Subpanel of the Science and Statistical Committee 
of the SAFMC.  Feedback from those members has been incorporated into the questionnaire 
development. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to questionnaire respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the survey instrument, any information provided will be considered private and will 
be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidential 
Fisheries Statistics and section 402(b) of the MSA (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.). 
 
It is NMFS’ policy not to release confidential data, other than in aggregate form, as the MSA 
protects (in perpetuity) the confidentiality of those submitting data.  Whenever data are 
requested, the Agency will ensure that information identifying the pecuniary business activity of 
a particular individual is not identified.  Only group averages or group totals will be presented in 
any reports, publications, or oral presentations of the study's results. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions will be asked about sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, or other similar 
matters of a personal and sensitive nature. 
 
  

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
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12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
It is estimated that the number of respondents will be nine and the time per response is about one 
hour, for a total annual burden of nine hours.  The one hour per response burden includes the 
time for reading the instructions, reviewing the questions, and completing (and mailing, if 
necessary) the survey instrument. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There will be no financial cost to the public to participate in this study. 

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The costs of administering this survey will be absolutely minimal.  The NMFS staff was 
responsible for developing and administering the survey, but as stated, the number of participants 
is estimated at nine.  The cost of NMFS staff time is estimated at $900.  Mailing costs will be 
incidental. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 

 
The program change is for the collection of economic data. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Data collected will be used to assess the economics of the wreckfish fishery, and if necessary the 
performance of the wreckfish IFQ program.  Descriptive and analytical reports will include 
summaries of data.  These reports will not release or reveal confidential information. We 
anticipate that results will be available January 2014.  These results will likely be available in pdf 
format on the NMFS Southeast Fisheries Science Center’s web site. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used.  Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form.  The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole.  If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
There are only ten wreckfish permits in existence, and they are currently owned by nine 
individuals in conjunction with their corporations.  Because of this small population, all nine 
license owners will be contacted. We expect all of the owners to respond. 
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
The survey is of the entire population of active fishermen.  Because of the small size of this 
population, all respondents must be contacted or the resulting information will be biased.  To 
make the survey the least burdensome possible, only expenditure data and cost estimates will be 
collected and the survey is very short.   
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
Following Dillman (2007)2 we adopt the following plan to achieve high response rates.  
 
First, we drafted a respondent-friendly questionnaire.  The expenditure forms can easily be filled 
in by the fishermen by looking at the annual tax records for their businesses. 
 
Second, we plan to make multiple contacts (if necessary).  If the completed survey instrument is 
not received within a few weeks of the mailing, then a letter and replacement questionnaire will 
be mailed to the respondents urging them to collaborate with the data collection.  If that is 
unsuccessful, SEFSC staff will telephone or visit the fishermen. 
 
Third, respondents will be provided first class pre-paid envelopes so that they easily return their 
completed questionnaires.  Dillman (2007) notes that personalized mailings increase responses 
rates by 5-11% in multiple-contact general public surveys. 
 

                                                            
2 Dillman, D. A., 2007. Mail and Internet Surveys: The Tailored Design Method 2007 Update with New Internet, Visual, and Mixed-Mode 

Guide. 2nd Edition. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Hoboken, NJ. 
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4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
The fishermen were contacted beforehand and had a chance to examine the forms to be used.  
Feedback was incorporated into the form design.  Additionally, we modeled the expenditure 
questions on those used in 1994 to ensure continuity. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Dr. Scott Crosson, an economist employed by NMFS, can be reached at (305) 361-4468. 



OMB Control No. 0648-0179 
Expiration Date: 08/31/2012 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR: (Name and Company) 
 
FROM: Les Cockreham F/EN 4 
 
SUBJECT: Tanner/Agent Permit Application 
 
To apply for registration as a Tanner and/or Agent for marine mammals parts received from and 
taken by an Indian, Aleut or Eskimo who resides on the coast of the North Pacific Ocean or 
Arctic Ocean or Alaska native who resides in Alaska and the part was taken for subsistence 
purposes, you need only to write a letter to the address on the front of the Fax Cover sheet, 
detailing your plans, location of the activity, name of the registrant, address and company name 
and address. Please send the letter with attention to: Enforcement Officer Les Cockreham. 
 
I have enclosed copies of the regulations related to this activity: please review Section 216.23 
and pay particular attention to Section 216.23 (c). If you have further questions, please call me at 
907-271-3021. 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 2 hours per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Les Cockreham at NOAA, Office of Law Enforcement, 222 West 7th 
Avenue, Box 10, Anchorage, Alaska 99513, or call (907) 271-3021. 
 
No assurance of confidentiality is given. However, annual reports will be reviewed and any 
business information that would aid competition and impact on the registrant would be precluded 
from release.   Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond 
to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
 



(Name ) (Address ) 
(Phone Number) 
 
Dear Mr./Ms. (Name): 
 

Enclosed is a Certificate of Registration No.102 (File No. T102) to possess and process 
marine mammal products as provided in the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended, and the regulations published under that Act. Any member of your business can act as 
an agent under this Certificate. A copy of the Marine Mammal Protection Act and its regulations 
are enclosed for your information. 
 

You will note that the Certificate of Registration contains requirements for reporting 
your activities. The specifics are covered in paragraphs 1(b) and 1(c) of the Conditions. An 
effort has been made to keep such requirements to a minimum and still provide for the 
accumulation of information necessary for the proper administration of this conservation law. 
When providing reports or correspondence, please refer to both the File No. and Registration 
No. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
      Tracy Dunn 
      Deputy Director 
      Office of Law Enforcement 
Enclosures 



CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION AS AGENT/TANNER 
Registration No. A___ 

 
BE IT KNOWN THAT Name of Registrant 

Address 
 
 

Hereafter the REGISTRANT is duly registered as an AGENT as authorized by Section 101(b)(2) 

of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (as amended) and Section 216.23(c) of the 

Regulations Governing the Taking and Importing of Marine Mammals. The REGISTRANT is 

authorized to receive, store, process, and ship to the taker or registered agent or tanner any 

marine mammal of the order Cetacea (whales and porpoises) and Pinnipedia (seals and sea 

lions), other than walrus, or any part or product thereof provided the marine mammal was taken 

for the purpose of creating and selling authentic native articles of handicraft or clothing by an 

Indian, Aleut or Eskimo who resides on the coast of the North Pacific Ocean or the Arctic Ocean 

or which was taken for subsistence purposes by Alaskan natives who reside in Alaska. The 

attached Conditions described the requirements that the REGISTRANT must meet and are 

included as part of this Certificate. 
 
CONDITIONS 
 
1. REGISTRANT shall: 
 
(a) Report in writing to the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries 

Service, any change in the facts stated in REGISTRANT'S application for this Certificate 
of Registration within 30 days of such change; 

 
(b) Maintain current records of each transaction authorized stating the marine mammals or 

marine mammal parts or products involved, from whom received, any processing 
accomplished, to whom returned, and the date of each such transaction. These records shall 
be kept separate and apart from other records maintained in the ordinary course of 
business and shall be retained for not less than three years; 

 
(c) Annually, during the month of January, send certified copies of such records to the 

Chief, Office for Law Enforcement; 
 
(d) Permit access to the business premises by any duly authorized representative of the 

National Marine Fisheries Service for the purpose of inspecting the records related to 
activities conducted under the Certificate of Registration; 

 
(e) Clearly state the fact of this registration and the registration number in any advertisement 



for Agent/Tanner services; and 
 
(f) Keep this Certificate of Registration at the business address where the authorized 

activities take place. 
 
2. This Certificate of Registration may be amended, suspended or revoked by the Chief, 

Office for Law Enforcement for good cause shown and upon reasonable notice to 
REGISTRANT, provided that it will not be suspended or revoked until after notice and 
hearing, if a hearing on such suspension or revocation is requested by the 
REGISTRANT. 

3. This Certificate of Registration, or amended Certificate, is valid for the business 
location listed from the date of issuance until it is suspended or revoked. 

 
4. Violating the conditions of this Certificate or engaging in activities not authorized by 

this Certificate with respect to the marine mammals covered shall subject the 
REGISTRANT to the penalties provided in the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tracy Dunn Date 
Deputy Director 
Office of Law Enforcement 
 
 

 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 2 hours per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Les Cockreham at NOAA, Office of Law Enforcement, 222 West 7th 
Avenue, Box 10, Anchorage, Alaska 99513, or call (907) 271-3021. 

 
No assurance of confidentiality is given. However, annual reports will be reviewed and any 
business information that would aid competition and impact on the registrant would be precluded 
from release.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond 
to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  
 

F/EN: 
SYY 



(Name) 
(Address) 
(Phone Number) 
 
This is to remind you that the Certificate of Registration, issued to you under the provisions of 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and Regulations Governing the Taking and 
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR 216.23) requires an annual report be submitted during 
the month of January each year. The specifics of these reports are covered in paragraph 1(b) and 
1(c) of the conditions attached to your Certificate. If no activity was conducted, a statement to 
that effect should be submitted. Failure to submit the required reports could subject you to 
suspension of your Certificate as provided for in paragraph 4 of the conditions. Please submit 
your report for calendar year 2xxx to: NOAA Fisheries Office for Law Enforcement, 222 West 
7th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99513. 
 

Sincerely, 

Les Cockreham 
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 2 hours per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Les Cockreham at NOAA, Office of Law Enforcement, 222 West 7th 
Avenue, Box 10, Anchorage, Alaska 99513, or call 907-271-3021. 

 
No assurance of confidentiality is given. However, annual reports will be reviewed and any 
business information that would aid competition and impact on the registrant would be precluded 
from release.   Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond 
to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  
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holder that sells, transfers or assigns its 
rights under a TRQ Certificate shall 
provide the Administrator with notice 
and a copy of the sale, transfer or 
assignment within three (3) business 
days. 

N. Deposit of Proceeds: The 
Administrator shall cause all proceeds 
of the open tender process to be 
deposited in an interest-bearing account 
in a financial institution approved by 
the PAN–PEQ Board of Directors. 

O. Disposition of Proceeds. The 
proceeds of the open tender process 
shall be applied and distributed as 
follows: 

i. The Administrator shall pay from 
tender proceeds, as they become 
available, all operating expenses of 
PAN–PEQ, including legal, accounting 
and administrative costs of establishing 
and operating the TRQ System, as 
authorized by the Board of Directors. 

ii. Of the proceeds remaining at the 
end of each year of operations after all 
costs described in (i) above have been 
paid— 

1. Fifty percent (50%) shall be 
distributed to fund export market 
development, educational, scientific 
and technical projects to benefit the 
United States poultry industry. PAN– 
PEQ shall accept proposals for the 
funding of projects approved by the 
Board of Directors of USAPEEC. The 
Administrator shall disburse funds to 
those projects approved for funding by 
the PAN–PEQ Board of Directors. 

2. Fifty percent (50%) shall be 
distributed to fund market development, 
educational, scientific and technical 
projects to benefit the poultry industry 
of the Republic of Panama. PAN–PEQ 
shall accept proposals for funding of 
projects approved by the Board of 
Director of ANAVIP. The Administrator 
shall disburse funds to those projects 
approved for funding by the PAN–PEQ 
Board of Directors. 

P. Arbitration of Disputes. Any 
dispute, controversy or claim arising out 
of or relating to the TRQ System or the 
breach thereof, including inter alia, a 
Member’s qualification for distribution, 
interpretation of documents, or of the 
distribution itself, shall be settled by 
arbitration administered by the 
American Arbitration Association in 
accordance with its Commercial 
Arbitration Rules, and judgment on the 
award rendered by the arbitrator may be 
entered in any court having jurisdiction 
thereof. 

Q. Confidential Information. The 
Administrator shall maintain as 
confidential all export documentation or 
other business sensitive information 
submitted in connection with 
application for PAN–PEQ membership, 

bidding in the open tender process or 
requests for distribution of proceeds, 
where such documents or information 
has been marked ‘‘Confidential’’ by the 
person making the submission. The 
Administrator shall disclose such 
information only to another neutral 
third party, or authorized government 
official of the United States or of the 
Republic of Panama, and only where 
necessary to ensure the effective 
operation of the TRQ System or where 
required by law (including appropriate 
disclosure in connection with the 
arbitration of a dispute). 

R. Annual Reports. PAN–PEQ shall 
publish an annual report including a 
statement of its operating expenses and 
data on the distribution of proceeds, as 
reflected in the audited financial 
statement of the PAN–PEQ TRQ System. 

Dated: April 5, 2012. 
Joseph E. Flynn, 
Director, Office of Competition and Economic 
Analysis. 
[FR Doc. 2012–8759 Filed 4–11–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Applications and 
Reports for Registration as a Tanner or 
Agent 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 11, 2012. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Les Cockreham, (907) 271– 
3021 or les.cockreham@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
current information collection. 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
exempts Alaskan natives from the 
prohibitions on taking, killing, or 
injuring marine mammals if the taking 
is done for subsistence or for creating 
and selling authentic native articles of 
handicraft or clothing. The natives need 
no permit, but non-natives who wish to 
act as a tanner or agent for such native 
products must register with NOAA and 
maintain and submit certain records. 
The information is necessary for law 
enforcement purposes. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper documentation is submitted to 
meet the requirements found at 50 CFR 
216.23(c). 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0179. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
53. 

Estimated Time per Response: 2 hours 
for an application and 2 hours for a 
report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 106. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $53 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 16:27 Apr 11, 2012 Jkt 226001 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\12APN1.SGM 12APN1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

4V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S

mailto:les.cockreham@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov


21972 Federal Register / Vol. 77, No. 71 / Thursday, April 12, 2012 / Notices 

Dated: April 6, 2012. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2012–8791 Filed 4–11–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XB135 

Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) Highly 
Migratory Species Management Team 
(HMSMT) will hold a work session 
which is open to the public. 
DATES: The meeting will be held 
Monday, April 30th through 
Wednesday, May 2, 2012. The HMSMT 
work session will begin at 1 p.m. on 
Monday, April 30 and at 8:30 a.m. on 
the following days, and continue until 
business is completed on each day. 
ADDRESSES: The work sessions will be 
held at Large Conference Room, Pacific 
Fishery Management Council Office, 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, 
Portland, OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Kit Dahl, Pacific Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (503) 820–2280. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
HMSMT will discuss further 
development of information to support 
Council recommendations on an 
international management framework 
for North Pacific albacore tuna. The 
HMSMT presented information to the 
Council at its March 2012 meeting and 
the Council requested additional 
information to support discussion at its 
June 21–26, 2012, meeting in San 
Mateo, CA. The HMSMST may also 
discuss work planning and future 
assignments. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during these 
meetings. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 

provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
The meetings are physically 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt at (503) 820–2280 at least 
5 days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: April 9, 2012. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2012–8805 Filed 4–11–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

Board of Regents of the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health 
Sciences; Quarterly Meeting Notice 

AGENCY: Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences (USU), 
Department of Defense. 
ACTION: Quarterly meeting notice. 

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act of 
1972 (5 U.S.C., Appendix, as amended) 
and the Sunshine in the Government 
Act of 1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as 
amended), this notice announces the 
following meeting of the Board of 
Regents of the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences. 
DATES: Friday, May 18, 2012, from 8 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (Open Session) and 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. (Closed Session). 
ADDRESSES: Everett Alvarez Jr. Board of 
Regents Room (D3001), Uniformed 
Services University of the Health 
Sciences, 4301 Jones Bridge Road, 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Janet S. Taylor, Designated Federal 
Officer, 4301 Jones Bridge Road, 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814; telephone 
301–295–3066. Ms. Taylor can also 
provide base access procedures. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Purpose of the Meeting: Meetings of 
the Board of Regents assure that USU 
operates in the best traditions of 
academia. An outside Board is 
necessary for institutional accreditation. 

Agenda: The actions that will take 
place include the approval of minutes 
from the Board of Regents Meeting held 
February 7, 2012; recommendations 
regarding the approval of faculty 

appointments and promotions in the 
School of Medicine and the 
Postgraduate Dental College; and 
recommendations regarding the 
awarding of post-baccalaureate degrees 
as follows: Doctor of Medicine, Ph.D. in 
Nursing Science, Master of Science in 
Nursing, Master of Science in Oral 
Biology, and master’s and doctoral 
degrees in the biomedical sciences and 
public health. The President, USU and 
the President and CEO, Henry M. 
Jackson Foundation for the 
Advancement of Military Medicine will 
present reports and Regents will also 
receive information from both academic 
and administrative University officials. 
These actions are necessary for the 
University to pursue its mission, which 
is to provide outstanding health care 
practitioners and scientists to the 
uniformed services. 

Meeting Accessibility: Pursuant to 
Federal statute and regulations (5 U.S.C. 
552b, as amended, and 41 CFR 102– 
3.140 through 102–3.165) and the 
availability of space, most of the 
meeting is open to the public. Seating is 
on a first-come basis. Members of the 
public wishing to attend the meeting 
should contact Janet S. Taylor at the 
address and phone number in FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. The 
closed portion of this meeting is 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6) as the 
subject matter involves personal and 
private observations. 

Written Statements: Interested 
persons may submit a written statement 
for consideration by the Board of 
Regents. Individuals submitting a 
written statement must submit their 
statement to the Designated Federal 
Officer at the address listed in FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. If such 
statement is not received at least 10 
calendar days prior to the meeting, it 
may not be provided to or considered by 
the Board of Regents until its next open 
meeting. The Designated Federal Officer 
will review all timely submissions with 
the Board of Regents Chairman and 
ensure such submissions are provided 
to Board of Regents Members before the 
meeting. After reviewing the written 
comments, submitters may be invited to 
orally present their issues during the 
May 2012 meeting or at a future 
meeting. 

Dated: April 9, 2012. 

Aaron Siegel, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
[FR Doc. 2012–8843 Filed 4–11–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 5001–06–P 
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