
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
08/18/2014Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
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FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

08/14/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: Pacific Tuna Fisheries Logbook

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0148

EXPIRATION DATE: 06/30/2017

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 1,155 96 22

New 1,155 96 22

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: Terms of the previous clearance remain in effect.

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs
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JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0148 
 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is proposing regulations under the authority of the Tuna 
Conventions Act of 1950 (TCA), as amended, to implement a resolution adopted by the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) in June 2013. This proposed rule implements the decisions 
pertaining to fishing restrictions on whale sharks (Rhincodon typhus) contained in the Resolution on 
Collection and Analysis of Data on Fish-Aggregating Devices (FADs) (C-13-04). The regulations would 
apply to owners and operators of U.S. fishing vessels used for commercial fishing for highly migratory 
species in the IATTC Convention Area.  The regulations would prohibit the deliberate setting of a purse 
seine net on a whale shark, require reporting requirements in the event a whale shark is non-deliberately 
encircled in a purse seine net, and require reasonable measures to be taken to ensure safe release of the 
whale shark. The rule would amend the Pacific tuna fisheries regulations at 50 CFR part 300, subpart C. 
These revisions would ensure that the United States is satisfying its obligations under the TCA.  
 
This rule, RIN 0648-BD53, amends current regulations for purse seine fisheries operating in the IATTC 
Convention Area by: 

1. Prohibiting owners, operators, and crew of fishing vessels from setting or attempting to set a 
purse seine in the Convention Area on or around a live whale shark if the animal is sighted prior 
to the commencement of the set or the attempted set.  
 

2. Requiring the crew, operator, and owner of a fishing vessel to release any whale shark that is non-
deliberately encircled in a purse seine net in the Convention Area, and to do so in a manner that 
ensures its safe release.  
 

3. Requiring the owner and operator of a fishing vessel that non-deliberately encircles a whale shark 
with a purse seine in the Convention Area to record and report the incident. 

 
The one aspect of this rule that will effect a change in information collection:  

Whale shark non-deliberate encirclement reporting. The owner and operator of a purse seine fishing 
vessel of 400 short tons (62.8 -metric tons) carrying capacity or less of the United States used for 
commercial fishing in the Convention Area that encircles a whale shark (Rhincodon typus) with a purse 
seine in the Convention Area shall ensure that the incident is recorded in the comments section of the 
IATTC Seiner Fishing Record and Bridge Log as required in 50 CFR § 300.22(a). The comment shall 
include: the number of individual whale sharks, details of how and why the encirclement happened, 
where it occurred, steps taken to ensure safe release, and an assessment of the life status of the whale 
shark on release (including whether the animal was released alive, but subsequently died).   
 
An additional rulemaking, RIN 0648-BD44, is also in progress and includes similar whale shark 
interaction reporting requirements via the Regional Purse Seine Logsheet (RPL) for vessels fishing in the 
area of competence of the Commission for the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC). The RPL is included in approved information 
collection, OMB Control No. 0648-0218, which will also have a change request filed with final rule RIN 
0648-BD44.  
 
In final rulemaking for RIN 0648-BD53, 50 CFR § 300.22(a) is amended to clarify that in addition to the 
IATTC Bridge Log, for purse seine vessels originating trips in the WCPFC Area and crossing into the 
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IATTC Convention Area, the RPL is an acceptable means to report any whale shark interactions. This 
alternative reporting option will be effective once final approval is received for both final rules and their 
associated information collections. 
 
In response to the proposed rule published June 9, 2014 (FR 32903), one comment received was 
supportive of the action. No comments were received regarding the information collection. 
 

The number of respondents is not expected to change as a result of this rulemaking. According to data 
received from the IATTC, in the last 10 years, U.S. purse seine vessels in the Eastern Pacific Ocean 
(EPO) have had two interactions with whale sharks: once each in 2006 and 2009. In both instances, the 
encirclement of the whale shark was incidental and non-deliberate to a fish aggregating device directed 
set, and the whale shark was released and presumed unharmed. No data on interactions with whale sharks 
exists for purse seine vessels smaller than 400 tons. 
 
Given the rare occurrence of U.S. purse seine vessel incidental interactions with whale sharks in the EPO, 
the proposed rule is not expected to affect or change current operating procedures. 

 
It is estimated that about 0.2 responses per year (1 every 5 years) may be required in the comments 
section of the Bridge Log or RPL logbook. 

 
Additional annual burden: 0.2 x .17 minutes (10 minutes) = 0.034 hour. This change equates to no 
change, as it is only a fraction of an hour. 

 
No additional annual costs are anticipated. 
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95



OMB Control No. 0648-0148 
Expiration Date:  06/30/2017 

 

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission Seiner Fishing Record and Bridge Log 

Supplemental Instructions to U.S. Purse Seine Operators 

 

Whale shark encirclement reporting 

The owner and operator of a purse seine fishing vessel of the United States that encircles a whale 
shark (Rhincodon typus) while fishing commercially in the Convention Area must ensure that 
the incident is recorded in the comment section of this Seiner Fishing Record and Bridge Log.  

The Log must describe, among other things:   

1. The number of individual whale sharks with which the vessel interacted 
2. Details of how and why the encirclement happened 
3. Where the encirclement occurred  
4. Steps taken to ensure safe release 
5. An assessment of the life status of the whale shark upon release (including whether the 

animal was released alive, but subsequently died).   

The information listed above can be written in either the “Remarks’, ‘Observations’, or 
‘Additional Comments’ sections of the Log as space allows. 

 

Public reporting burden for whale shark interaction reporting is estimated to average ten minutes per response, including the time 

for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 

reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate, or any other aspect of this data 

collection, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to NMFS West Coast Region, 501 W. Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long 

Beach, CA 90802 and by e-mail to OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov, or fax to (202) 395-7285.  

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a 

penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the PRA, unless that collection of 

information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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