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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y

our agency's

Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any

additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0052
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [ 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
C. Delegated

b. [| 11 Revision of a currently approved collection
c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection

d. [ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e. [ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ]Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date

a.[ ] Three years from approval date b. || |] Other Specify:11/30/2013

7.Title  Marine RecreationalnformationProgram

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords fishing', 'sportfishing', recreationafishing'

10. Abstract

Recentamendmentto the Magnuson-SteverisisheryConservatiorandManagemen#ct (MSA) requirethatthe Marine Recreational

FisheriesStatisticsSurvey(MRFSS)be upgradedandthatfuturefishing surveystargetanglerdicensedor registerecht the Stateor
Federalevel. Thisrevisionis requestedo testnewmethodologiesor collectingrecreationafishing catchandeffort data. Resultsof
this datacollectioneffort will be usedto calculatebi-monthly estimate®f marinerecreationafishing participationeffort andcatch.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a._P Individuals or households d. Farms
b. Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a. [I 1] Voluntary
b. [ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ 1Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 783,40
b. Total annual responses 963,557

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 0 %

c. Total annual hours requested 53,494
d. Current OMB inventory 49,640
e. Difference 3,854
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 3,854

2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

o|o| o o|o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

o|o

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __ Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f._PResearch

c. _X General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b. [ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1.1 11 On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ ]Monthly
4.[ 1Quarterly 5.[ ]Semi-annually 6. [ ]Annually

7. [ ]Biennially 8.[ ] Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[1] Yes [ 1No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: RObAndrews
Phone: (301)427-8105

OMB 83-I
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19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(ii) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
(i) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Iltem 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-|
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Dr. NedCyr 08/01/2011
| _Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date
signedby SarahBrabson 08/04/2011
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
MARINE RECREATIONAL INFORMATION PROGRAM
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0052

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for a revision of this information collection. Note: we are changing the name of
the information collection from “Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey” to “Marine
Recreational Information Program”.

Collection of these data is necessary to fulfill statutory requirements of Section 303 of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1852 et. seg. and to
comply with Executive Order 12962 on Recreational Fisheries. Section 303 (a) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act specifies data and analyses to be included in Fishery Management Plans (FMPs), as
well as pertinent data that shall be submitted to the Secretary of Commerce under the plan.

This revision will fulfill statutory requirements of Section 401 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act. Section 401 (g) requires that the Secretary
of Commerce, “establish a program to improve the quality and accuracy of information
generated by the Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey”. MSA further specifies that
future surveys should, “target anglers registered or licensed at the State or Federal level to collect
participation and effort data”, and that the program, “to the maximum extent feasible implement
the recommendations of the National Research Council [(NRC)]” that were provided in a 2006
review of the methods currently used by the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to survey marine recreational fishing effort
and catch.

The NRC Review suggested that recreational fishing surveys suffer from inefficiency, potential
bias due to under-coverage of angling populations, and potential bias due to nonresponse (NRC,
2006). NMFS is addressing these concerns by developing and implementing the Marine
Recreational Information Program (MRIP), an improved system of surveys that will replace
existing marine recreational fishing data collection programs. One of the primary objectives of
MRIP is to address the recommendation that future telephone surveys of fishing effort should
utilize available lists of licensed or registered saltwater anglers as sampling frames. To this end,
NOAA Fisheries is developing fishing effort surveys that sample from databases of licensed or
registered saltwater anglers. To compensate for gaps in survey coverage resulting from
exemptions to licensure requirements, MRIP has designed dual-frame telephone and mail
surveys that ingrate angler license frames with random-digit-dial (RDD) frames and address-
based sampling (ABS) sampling frames, respectively.

Dual-frame approaches provide measurable improvements in survey coverage but are not
without their own limitations. Specifically, the dual-frame telephone survey design suffers from
poor response rates, under-coverage due to the proliferation of non-landline telephone
households, and an inability to match component sample frames, which is a critical aspect of
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dual-frame designs. The dual-frame mail survey design offers improved response rates, the
ability to weight sample data to adjust for nonresponse bias, relatively complete coverage of the
target population, and an accurate means to identify overlapping frame units, but may not
produce estimates in a timely enough fashion to satisfy customer needs (Mathiowetz et al.,
2011).

This requested revision will address these limitations by testing a dual-frame, mixed-mode
(telephone/mail) design for contacting anglers and collecting recreational fishing data. The
design will support dual-frame estimation and maximize coverage by sampling from angler
license frames and household address frames derived from the United States Postal Service
Delivery Sequence File (DSF), and will maximize response rates and the timeliness of estimation
by including both mail and telephone data collection. The survey will be designed to estimate
recreational saltwater fishing effort, as well as measure the impact of data collection mode on
survey response, coverage and measurement.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

Recreational fishing catch and effort data are used annually by NMFS, regional fishery
management councils, interstate marine fisheries commissions, and state natural resource
agencies in developing, implementing and monitoring fishery management programs, per
statutory requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Catch and effort statistics are fundamental for assessing the influence of fishing on
any stock of fish. Accurate estimates of the quantities taken, fishing effort, and both the
seasonal and geographic distributions of the catch and effort are required for the
development of regional management policies and plans. Information collected through
this study will be used to identify and quantify bias in ongoing recreational fishing survey
methods, as well as test the feasibility of dual-frame, mixed-mode designs for collecting
recreational fishing effort data. The results of the study will be used to develop more
efficient and accurate surveys of recreational anglers.

The survey will utilize a dual-frame, multi-phase approach to identify anglers and collect
information about recent saltwater fishing activity. Anglers will be sampled from both an
address-based sample frame (ABS sampling) derived from the USPS Delivery Sequence File
(DSF) and state databases of licensed saltwater anglers. ABS sampling will include a household
screener questionnaire to identify saltwater anglers, a 2"-phase angler questionnaire to collect
information about saltwater fishing activity that occurred during a two-month reference wave,
and a 3"-phase questionnaire to collect information about encounters with sea turtles. The ABS
household screener questionnaire will be administered by mail, the 2"%-phase angler
questionnaire will be administered by either mail or Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing,
and the 3"-phase sea turtle questionnaire will be administered by CATI.

Sampling from angler license databases will include a 1%-phase angler questionnaire, which will
be identical to the 2""-phase ABS angler questionnaire and will be administered by both mail and



CATI, and a 2"-phase sea turtle questionnaire, which will also be identical to the 3"-phase ABS
sea turtle questionnaire and administered by CATI.

Specific data elements that will be collected in each questionnaire include:

ABS Household Screener Questionnaire (1*-Phase ABS Sample):

a)

b)
c)

d)

e)

f)

Questions about weather and visitation to coastal areas are included to engage non-
anglers and reduce the potential for nonresponse bias,
Total number of adults in the household,
An identifier (first name or initials) for each adult in the household is used to address
second-phase ABS respondents,
Gender and age of each adult in the household is used for nonresponse weighting
adjustment and/or post-stratification,
Participation or likely participation in the following recreational activities during the
past year is used to identify likely saltwater anglers for second-phase ABS sampling, as
well as provide some incentive for non anglers to participate in the survey:
Recreational freshwater fishing,
Recreational saltwater fishing,
Recreational boating or sailing,
Scuba diving or snorkeling,

e. Dolphin or whale watching,
A preferred telephone number for a possible follow-up telephone interview.

oo o

Angler Questionnaire (2"-Phase ABS Sample and 1%-Phase License Sample):

a)
b)

c)
d)

e)

f)
9)

Questions about fishing activity in the past 12 months, 8 months and 4 months are used
to screen for recent fishing activity and assist with recall,

Total number of recreational fishing trips, number of recreational fishing trips taken on
privately owned boats, and number of shore fishing trips taken during the reference
wave will be used to estimate fishing effort,

Questions about the time of fishing trips and type of access to the water (public/private
sites) is used to assess the coverage of complementary onsite surveys,

The area where most of the fishing trips taken during the reference wave occurred is
used to post-stratify estimates into sub-state domains for management purposes as well
as estimate fishing effort by management area (inland waters, state territorial seas,
Federal Exclusive Economic Zone),

Possession of a valid saltwater fishing license will be used to identify overlap between
ABS and license sample frames,

Telephone usage is used to assess the coverage of current RDD sampling designs,
Questions about observed encounters with sea turtles will be used to identify the sample
for a more detailed follow-up questionnaire about sea turtle encounters.

Sea Turtle Encounter Questionnaire (3"-Phase ABS Sample and 2"-Phase License Sample)
a) A question to confirm at least one observed encounter with sea turtles during the previous

12 months,

b) A question about the disposition of the sea turtle will determine if the sea turtle was

hooked or entangled in fishing line,

¢) The number of sea turtles that were entangled or hooked,
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d) The type of sea turtle,
e) Where the turtle was hooked and if the hook was removed,
f) The disposition of the turtle when it was released.

As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility. NOAA Fisheries
will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic
information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on
confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all
applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not expected to
be disseminated directly to the public, results will be used in scientific, management, technical or
general information publications. Should NOAA Fisheries decide to disseminate the information,
it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review pursuant to
Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use
of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms
of information technology.

The surveys will be conducted by telephone and mail. Automated technology will be used to
identify overlapping records between angler list frames and random household address frames.
Telephone interviews will be conducted through Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing
(CATI).

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

NMFS has the lead Federal responsibility for collection of data from marine recreational
fishermen and coordinates marine recreational fishing informational needs with other agencies.
For example, in 1987 NMFS coordinated an economic study of marine recreational anglers on
the Atlantic Coast with the Environmental Protection Agency. Also NMFS has worked with
State fishery agencies each year to coordinate data collection efforts and avoid duplication. In
some cases, NMFS employs State personnel under contract to conduct field interviewing. The
Survey is not conducted in Texas, since existing Texas-sponsored surveys provide the
information that would have been obtained by NMFS.

Specialized NMFS data collections, such as the Large Pelagics Survey (LPS), which obtains
information on recreational catch of large pelagic species, such as tunas, billfishes and pelagic
sharks, overlap to a minor extent with the MRFSS and its related data collections. Such overlap
with the Coastal Household Telephone Survey (CHTS) and its related catch component is
minimal because the MRFSS is designed to cover marine recreational fishing for all finfish
species. Contacts with anglers who fished for large pelagic species are relatively rare in these
samples, however, anglers who fish for large pelagic species are not excluded from the MRFSS
sampling because representative sampling of their fishing trips in relation to other marine
recreational angler fishing trips is necessary to avoid biasing catch estimates for any given
species.
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In some states, NMFS has required anglers to report their catches of Atlantic bluefin tuna for the
purpose of real-time quota monitoring. Although that data collection overlaps to a minor extent
with the MRFSS, it does not collect information on the other finfish species caught on bluefin
tuna fishing trips. That specialized data collection places a priority on obtaining up-to-date catch
information on only one species. On the other hand, the MRFSS is designed to obtain accurate
marine recreational fishery catch information for all finfish species. Therefore, the minimal
overlap is necessary.

Within this information collection: Mail surveys that sample from angler lists will be integrated
with surveys that sample from random address frames. Sample frames will be matched prior to
data collection to identify overlapping units. Data reconciliation software that has been
specifically developed to match records from multiple databases will be used to identify
overlapping units. Similar procedures will be used to identify overlap between mail and
telephone surveys.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities,
describe the methods used to minimize burden.

No small businesses will be impacted by this revision.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection
is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Information collected through this study will be used to develop improved surveys of
recreational anglers as mandated by Section 401 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Reauthorization Act. Failure to implement the data collection will delay the
Agencies’ effort to develop and implement the Marine Recreational Information Program.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in
response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the
agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity
of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the
data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Reqister Notice, published on May 17, 2011 (76 FR 28421) solicited public
comment on this revision. No comments were received.




9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other
than remuneration of contractors or grantees.

The sample of anglers/households will receive a $1.00 cash incentive. The benefits of cash
incentives on mail survey response rates are well documented (Church, 1993).

10. Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis
for assurance in statute, reqgulation, or agency policy.

As stated on the instruments, responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries
Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without
identification as to its source. Section 402(b) stipulates that data required to be submitted under
an FMP shall be confidential and shall not be released except to Federal employees and Council
staff responsible for FMP monitoring and development or when required under court order. Data
such as personal addresses and phone numbers will remain confidential.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly
considered private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The revised total respondents for OMB Control No. 0648-0052 will be 783,405, a net increase of
37,060 over the current 746,345 respondents; responses, 963,557, a net increase of 37, 976 over
the current responses of 925,581, and burden, 53,494 hours, a net increase of 3,854 hours from
49,640 (elimination of a previously approved mail survey (screening and main questionnaires)
results in a decrease of 10,500 respondents, 17,600 responses and 1,703 hours). In addition to
these decreases, new respondents, responses and hours are shown below in the burden table.

The ABS household screener questionnaire will be completed by approximately 38,400
respondents (38,400*5 minutes/60 minutes = 3,200 hours). Of these, approximately 3,408 will
complete an angler mail questionnaire (3,408*10 minutes/60 minutes = 568 hours) and
approximately 3,408 will participate in an angler CATI interview (3,408*6 minutes/60 minutes =
341 hours). In addition, approximately 4,720 anglers sampled from saltwater fishing license
databases will complete an angler mail questionnaire (4,720*10 minutes/60 minutes = 787
hours), and an additional 3,440 anglers sampled from license databases will complete an angler
CATI interview (3,440*6 minutes/60 minutes = 344 hours).

Of individuals who complete the angler questionnaire, approximately 200 will complete a sea
turtle CATI interview (200*5 minutes/60 minutes = 17 hours). Approximately 1,000
nonrespondents to the ABS household screener questionnaire will complete a follow-up
questionnaire (1,000*10 minutes/60 minutes = 167 hours). Approximately 500 nonrespondents
to the angler questionnaire will complete a follow-up mail questionnaire (500*10 minutes/60
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minutes = 83 hours) and an additional 500 nonrespondents will complete a follow-up CATI
interview (500*6 minutes/60 minutes = 500 hours).

Total burden attributable to this revision will be approximately 5,557 hours, determined as

follows:
Activity # Respondents # Responses Minutes / activity Total Hours
ABS Household Screener
Questionnaire - Mail 38,400 38,400 5 3,200
ABS Angler Questionnaire — Mail, 3,408 3,408 10 568
ABS Angler Questionnaire — CATI, 3,408 3,408 6 341
License Sample Angler
Questionnaire - Mail 4,720 4,720 10 787
License Sample Angler
Questionnaire - CATI 3,440 3,440 6 344
Sea Turtle Questionnaire - CATI, 200 200 5 17
Nonresponse ABS Household
Screener Questionnaire — Mail 1,000 1,000 10 167
Nonresponse Angler Questionnaire
— Mail, 500 500 10 83
Nonresponse Angler Questionnaire
— CATI, 500 500 6 50
Total 47,560 55,576 5,657

2. Respondents are a subset of the ABS Household Screener Questionnaire and do not represent new respondents. Total respondents shown are

UNDUPLICATED respondent for this survey.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-

keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

These data collections will incur no cost burden on respondents beyond the costs of

response time.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Annual cost to the Federal government is approximately $2,000,000 divided as follows:
$1,800,000 in data collection costs and $200,000 in professional staff, overhead and

computing costs.




15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

The net increase of 3,854 hours is the result of the following program changes:

1) Elimination of a previously approved mail survey resulted in a reduction of 10,500
respondents, 17,600 responses and 1,703 hours.

2) Implementation of a household screening mail survey (ABS Household Screener
Questionnaire) to identify recreational saltwater anglers resulted in an increase of 3,200
hours.

3) Implementation of 2" phase ABS mail surveys of recreational saltwater anglers (ABS
Angler Questionnaire — Mail) resulted in an increase of 568 hours,

4) Implementation of 2™ phase ABS telephone surveys of recreational saltwater anglers
(ABS Angler Questionnaire — CATI) resulted in an increase of 341 hours,

5) Implementation of mail surveys of licensed saltwater anglers (License Sample Angler
Questionnaire — Mail) resulted in an increase of 787 hours,

6) Implementation of telephone surveys of licensed saltwater anglers (License Sample
Angler Questionnaire — CATI) resulted in an increase of 344 hours,

7) Implementation of telephone surveys about sea turtle interactions resulted in an increase
of 17 hours,

8) Telephone and mail follow-up interviews with nonrespondents resulted in an increase of
300 hours (167 + 83 + 50).

There are no changes to any of the other information collections under this OMB Control
Number.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

All data collected and analyzed will be included in table format available on the web page of
the Fisheries Statistics Division, Office of Science and Technology, National Marine Fisheries
Service. The web address is http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st1/recreational. Findings from the study
will be presented at appropriate profession meetings (e.g. American Fisheries Society, Joint
Statistical Meetings and will be submitted for publication in appropriate statistical or fisheries
peer-reviewed journals.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

Not Applicable.
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B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

1. Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of
entities (e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons)
in the universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The
tabulation must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the
collection has been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved.

The sample universe is all saltwater anglers in the states of North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia and Florida. The survey utilizes a dual-frame approach to sample recreational, saltwater
anglers. The sample will be selected from state databases of licensed, saltwater anglers and
address frames (address-based sample or ABS) derived from the USPS Delivery Sequence File.
ABS sampling will utilize a two-phase approach to first screen households to identify saltwater
anglers and then collect information about recent saltwater fishing trips. The license frame
includes all anglers who have a saltwater fishing license in the study area during the reference
wave, and the 1%-phase ABS frame includes all residential addresses within the study area. The
2"%-phase ABS sample includes all saltwater anglers identified in the 1%-phase screening.

We select approximately 4,288 licensed anglers and 24,000 households each reference wave.

USPS DSF License Frame
Frame Size 19,259,158 1,700,000
Sample Size 24,000 4,288
Complete Screeners 9,600 (40%)
Eligible Anglers 3,096"
Complete Angler Interviews 1,704 (55%)° 2,040 (47.6%)°
1.  Estimated number of occupied households in the study area as of 7/1/2009.
2. Approximate number of licensed saltwater anglers in the study area as of 1/1/2010
3. Response rate based upon previous mail surveys of recreational saltwater anglers.
4. Assumes 21.5% if responding households have eligible anglers and 1.5 anglers per eligible household.
5. Previous studies have achieved 2nd-phase ABS response rates of 55-75%.
6.  Weighted average of expected mail (55%) and telephone (40%) response rates.
2. Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for

stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data
collection cycles to reduce burden.

The survey collects recreational fishing effort data, including the number of shore and private
boat fishing trips, for independent, two-month reference waves.

The survey utilizes a dual-frame design that samples anglers from state databases of licensed
saltwater anglers (license frame) and residential address frames (address-based samples or ABS).
The union of the license and ABS frames consists of three domains: Households in the address
frame but not in the license frame, households in the license frame but not the address frame, and
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households in both frames. If the address frame is complete, then the license frame is a subset of
the address frame, with the exception of licensed anglers who reside outside of the study area
(i.e. nonresident anglers).

Address Frame

The ABS frame is derived from the United States Postal Service, Delivery Sequence File (DSF)
and includes all residential addresses within the study area. Sampling is stratified by wave, state
and sub-state region, which is defined by geographic proximity to the coast.

Sampling from the ABS frame utilizes a three-phase design. In the first phase, random samples
of residential addresses are mailed a screening questionnaire designed to identify likely saltwater
anglers and collect telephone contact information. In the second phase, all adults who identify
themselves as saltwater anglers in the first phase are contacted by either telephone or mail and
asked to provide details about recreational saltwater fishing activity that occurred during the
reference wave. Second phase sample is randomly distributed among telephone and mail
treatments at the household level. In the third phase, all anglers who report an encounter with a
sea turtle are contacted by telephone and asked to provide details about the nature of the
encounter.

License Frame

Sampling from the license frame is stratified by wave, state (state of licensure) and sub-state
region of residence (coastal and non-coastal counties). License frame sampling includes an

additional stratum for licensed anglers who reside outside the state of licensure (nonresident
anglers).

The license frame is derived from state databases of all anglers who were licensed to participate
in saltwater fishing in the study states between the beginning of the wave and the time the
sample frame is created. Sampling from the license frame is conducted in two phases. In the
first phase, anglers are contacted and asked to provide details about fishing activity that occurred
during the reference wave. As with the ABS sample, license sample is randomly distributed
among telephone and mail treatments. In the second phase, all anglers who report an encounter
with a sea turtle are contacted by telephone and asked to provide details about the nature of the
encounter.

Data are collected through either Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) or
completed and returned mail questionnaires. Regardless of data collection mode, data collection
is retrospective for the most recent two-month reference wave.

Estimation

As mentioned above, independent samples will be selected from the two frames to make direct
estimates of totals of the numbers of participants and fishing effort from each of the three
domains. Estimates of totals from the address frame will be produced for S; and S;,; while from
the license frame estimates will be produced for S; and S;,. The two totals for S;, will be
averaged to give a more precise overall estimate for S;,. The three estimates will be summed to
estimate the total population.
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The first step in estimation is to develop base weights that are the inverses of the probabilities of
selection for the units by frame. These standard weights will then be adjusted by the inverse of
the response rates within stratum, separately by frame, to account for nonresponse from within
each frame. Additional nonresponse weighting adjustment cells, defined by auxiliary
information included on the sample frames, will be examined in an effort to reduce potential
nonresponse error. The estimates produced from these weights will overestimate totals because
the units in the overlap are over-represented because they could be sampled from both frames.
The final step is to adjust the weights of the units in the overlap. A simple averaging of the two
overall domain estimates can be accomplished by dividing the weight of any unit in the overlap
by two. More sophisticated weighting schemes will also be examined.

The sample was designed to produce bi-monthly (wave), state-level estimates of total
recreational fishing effort with a percent standard error of no more than 10%. Sampling levels
will also satisfy the need to detect differences in survey variables between data collection mode
at the bi-monthly level.

3. Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse.
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate
for the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be
provided if they will not yield "'reliable’ data that can be generalized to the universe
studied.

For mail treatment groups, standard mail survey protocol will be implemented (Dillman et al,
2008). An initial mailing will include an introductory letter stating the purpose of the survey, a
screener questionnaire, a post-paid return envelope, and a $1.00 cash incentive. A thank
you/reminder postcard will be sent to all sample units one week following the initial mailing. A
final mailing, including a second questionnaire, a nonresponse conversion letter*, and a post-
paid return envelope will be sent to all nonrespondents three weeks after the initial mailing.

For telephone treatments, a minimum of 8 attempts will be made to contact each sample unit.
Contacts will be distributed among days and times to maximize the likelihood of completing
interviews.

In addition to implementing efforts to maximize response rates, we will also administer a
nonresponse follow-up study to contact nonrespondents from each frame for the first-phase
ABS screener and the angler questionnaires. The follow-up study, which will include
additional contact attempt using both telephone and email, will characterize the fishing activity
of nonrespondents. We will also examine alternative nonresponse weighting adjustment
strategies that utilize auxiliary information included on the sample frames to identify
adjustment cells.

*This is a letter which attempts to obtain a response from a person who has not yet responded.
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4. Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved
OMB must give prior approval.

No testing is planned.

5. Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or
other person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.
Statistical support was provided by the following:

Dr. J. Michael Brick, Westat, (301) 294-2004
Dr. Nancy A. Mathiowetz, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, (414) 229-2216

Rob Andrews, Fisheries Biologist, NOAA Fisheries Service, Office of Science and Technology,
(301) 427-8105 is the point-of-contact for the Agency.
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(Date)

(State) Resident
(Add 1)

(Add 2)

(City), (State) (Zip)

Dear North Carolina Resident

We are writing to ask you for your help in a study being conducted by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. The goal of this study is to learn about your use of services provided by
NOAA.

Your address was randomly selected from a list of all home addresses in (State). Since your household
represents thousands of households, your participation is very important to ensure this study represents
everyone in (State). Please complete this questionnaire and return it to us in the enclosed postage-paid
envelope. We have enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.

Your answers are completely confidential and will be used only for this study in accordance with the
Privacy Act of 1974.

If you have any questions about this study, we would be happy to talk to you. If you have questions
about completing this questionnaire, please contact (XXXXXXXXX) at xxx-xxx-xxxx. |f you have concerns
about the validity of this study, please contact Rob Andrews at xxx-xxx-xxxx. You may also write to us at

the address at the bottom of this letter.

Thank you very much for your help with this important study,

XXXX XXXXX
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(Date)

(Proper Name)
(Add 1)

(Add 2)

(City), (State) (Zip)

Dear (Proper Name):

You are receiving this questionnaire because your household completed the South Atlantic Survey of
NOAA Services about two months ago. We thank you for your generous participation.

In that survey, you reported saltwater fishing in the past year. The enclosed questionnaire is only about
recent saltwater fishing trips you may have taken. Like the previous survey, it is very short. If you have
not taken any saltwater fishing trips recently, it is still important to complete and return the
questionnaire.

This study being conducted for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and is part of an
effort to learn more about recreational fishing in (State). Your answers will be used to study the impact
of recreational fishing on natural fishing resources.

Your participation is voluntary. Your answers are completely confidential and will be used for statistical
purposes only in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974.

We have enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help. If you have any
questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you. Please direct any
guestions about this questionnaire to xxxxxxxx, toll-free at xxx-Xxx-xxxx, or you can write to us at the

address at the bottom of this letter.

Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed

guestionnaire in the postage paid envelope.

Yours sincerely,

XXXXXXX
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910
Phone: XXX-XXX-XXXX



ATMOS,
Ps'\o H’Ef?fo

&
<

o WATIONAL

G%QTMENT oF <O
(Date)

(Proper Name)
(Add 1)

(Add 2)

(City), (State) (Zip)

Dear (Proper Name):

Saltwater fishing is an important and popular activity in the State of (State). You have received this
guestionnaire because you had a (State) saltwater fishing license in (Year).

As a saltwater license holder you understand the value of efforts like this to learn more about
recreational fishing activities in the State of (State). The enclosed questionnaire asks about recent
saltwater fishing trips you may have taken. This survey is very short. It is still important to complete and
return the questionnaire even if you have not taken any saltwater fishing trips recently.

This study is being conducted for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to learn more
about the impact of recreational fishing on natural resources.

Your participation is voluntary. Your answers are completely confidential and will be used for statistical
purposes only in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974.

We have enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help. If you have any
questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you. Please direct any
questions about this questionnaire to xxxxxxxxx, toll-free at xxx-Xxx-xxxx, or you can write to us at the

address at the bottom of this letter.

Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed
guestionnaire in the postage paid envelope.

Yours sincerely,

XXXXXXXXX
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(1)

1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910
Phone: XXX-XXX-XXXX



(Date)

Last week we sent you a Recreational Fishing Survey on behalf of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. If you have already completed and
returned the survey, please accept our sincere thanks. If not, | encourage you to
do so today.

This study is being conducted to learn more about the impact of recreational
fishing on natural resources in (State). Please know that your answers are
completely confidential and will be used only for this study in accordance with the
Privacy Act of 1974.

If you did not receive the survey or need another copy, please call XXXXX toll-free
at XXX-XXX-XXXX.

Sincerely,

St

XXXXXXX
(Title)

> ”’“""’% Recreational Fishing Survey
L (Add 2)
# (City), (State) (Zip)

Proper Name
Add1l

Add2

City, St Zip




OMB Control No. 0648-0052; Expiration Date: 11/30/2013.

Intro. Hello. Thisis calling on behalf of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. As you may know, we
are conducting a survey of recreational saltwater anglers and
{NAMED ANGLER} has agree to participate in our study. Could |
speak with {NAMED ANGLER}?

1. Named Angler Available, speaking with Named Angler
2. Named Angler Available, coming to phone
3. Named Angler Not Available

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5
minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden
to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring,
MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by
section 402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order
216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public
use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond
to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.

1a. During the past 12 months did you do any recreational salt water fishing?
1. Yes
2. No ---- Skip to END
8. Don’t Know ---- Skip to END
9. Refused ---- Skip to END

1b.  Thinking about your saltwater fishing trips during the past 12 months, on
any of those trips did you observe or encounter a sea turtle?
1. YES ---- Continue with Q. 2
2. NO -- Skipto Q. 10
8. Not Sure, Don’t Know
9. Refused

2. Thinking about the most recent time that you observed a sea turtle while
fishing did one or more sea turtles become entangled in or hooked on a
fishing line?

1. YES ---- Continue with Q. 3



[Type text]

2. NO --- Skip to Question 10
8. Not Sure, Don’t Know --Skip to Question 10
9. Refused

How many sea turtles became entangled or hooked on this trip?
One

Two

Three

Four

Five or more

Not sure, Don’t Know

Refused

©ooohwh =

Repeat Questions 4 through 9 for each turtle hooked or entangled:

4.

[I'd like to ask a few questions about each of the sea turtles that was
hooked or entangled during this trip. So, thinking about the
(first/second/third/fourth/fifth) turtle]: Was the turtle a leatherback, a
hardshell, or are you unsure as to which type of sea turtle it was?

1. Leatherback

2. Hard-shell

8. Not sure, Don’t Know

9. REFUSED

Was the sea turtle hooked, entangled, both hooked and entangled or are
you not sure?

Hooked --Go to Question 6

Entangled —Go to Question 8

Both — Go to Question 6

Not Sure, Don’t Know

REFUSED

©oownN =~

Where, specifically was the sea turtle hooked? Was it hooked externally,
inside its beak, insides its mouth, was the hook swallowed, or was the sea
turtle hooked somewhere else?

Externally

Inside its beak

Inside its mouth

Swallowed

Hooked somewhere else —Go to Q. 6a

oo =

6a. Please describe where on the sea turtle the
hooking occurred?

8. Not Sure, Don’t Know



[Type text]

9. Refused
7. Was the hook removed from the turtle?
1. Yes
2. No
8. Not Sure, Don’t Know
9. Refused
[IF SEA TURTLE NOT ALSO ENTANGLED, SKIP TO Q. 9]
8. Was all of the fishing line removed from the turtle?
1. Yes
2. No --- Go to Q8a.
8. Not Sure, Don’t Know
9. Refused
8a.Approximately how much of the fishing line remained in
the turtle?
9. Which of the following best describes what became of the sea turtle?
1. Released alive
2. Captured
3. Died while attempting to release it
4. Released alive but observed dying
8. Not Sure, Don’t Know
9. Refused
SKIP TO END.
10. Have you ever seen a sea turtle hooked by or entangled in a fishing line?
1. YES
2. NO --SKIP TO END.
8. Not Sure, Don’t Know
9. Refused
11.  Thinking about the most recent time that you saw a sea turtle either

hooked or entangled in a fishing line, did this hooking or entanglement
occur:

1. Within the past 12 months

2. Between 1 to 2 years ago

3. More than 2 years ago



[Type text]

12.  Thinking about the most recent time that you saw a sea turtle either
hooked or entangled in a fishing line, where did this hooking or
entanglement occur?

Thank you for your assistance. That concludes this survey. Have a good
day/night.



OMB Control No. 0648-0052; Expiration Date: 11/30/2013.

NOAA RECREATIONAL

FISHING SURVEY

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this
burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100,
Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



This survey on recreational saltwater fishing is being conducted for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. The survey is interested in collecting information about people who have
been recreational saltwater fishing. It’s important for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration to understand how often and where people fish so as to be able to improve recreational

saltwater fishing for everyone.

1a. During the past 12 months did you do any recreational salt water fishing?

[] Yes
[] No ----Skip to Question 8

Saltwater fishing: fishing in
oceans, sounds, or bays, or in
brackish portions of rivers. This
does not include fishing in
freshwater, or for shellfish, such as
crabbing.

1b. When was your most recent recreational saltwater fishing trip? Was it:

[] Within the past 4 months

[] Between 4 and 8 months ago --- Skip to Question 8

] Between 8 and 12 months ago -- Skip to Question 8

2. Between November 1 and December 31, 2011, did you go recreational

saltwater fishing in North Carolina from the shore?

[] Yes
[] No ---Skip to Question 5

3. Between November 1 and December 31, 2011,
on how many days did you go recreational saltwater
fishing in North Carolina from the shore?

Total days fished from shore in North Carolina

Shore includes docks, bridges,
causeways, beaches, banks or any
other shore-based structure or
area.
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4. We are interested in some details about the North Carolina shore-based fishing you did between
November 1 and December 31, 2011.

For the next few questions, please answer these questions about the most recent shore-based
fishing you did in North Carolina between November 1 and December 31, 2011.

4a. Does the public have access to the place where you fished?
[] Yes
[] No

4b. At approximately what time did you stop fishing?

O Between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m.
0 Between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.
O Between 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
0 Between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m.
4c. Was there a child under 18 with you who also fished?
[] Yes
] No
5. Notincluding trips taken on charter boats, between November 1 Charter boats are rental or commercial
and December 31, 2011, did you go recreational saltwater fishing boats that include a captain or crew who

from a private or rental boat that returned to shore in North Carolina? | help locate and catch fish

[] Yes
[] No ----Skip to Question 8
ptoQ Movermnber 2011 December 2011
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7. We are interested in some details about the fishing trips you took by boat. For the next few
guestions, please answer about the most recent fishing trip you took by a boat between November
1 and December 31, 2011. We are only interested in boat trips which returned to shore in North
Carolina.

7a. Does the public have access to the place where the boat landed?

[] Yes
[] No

7b. At approximately what time did you return to shore?

0 Between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m.
O Between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.
0 Between 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
O Between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m.

7c. Did the trip include one or more children under the age of 18 who fished?

[] Yes
[] No

8. At any time during the past 12 months, did you have a recreational saltwater fishing license for the
state of North Carolina, including a multipurpose license or a lifetime license that includes
recreational saltwater fishing?

[] Yes
[] No ---- Skip to Question 11



9. During the past 12 months, which of the following types of North Carolina fishing licenses did you
have? Please check all that apply.

[] 10 day Coastal Recreational Fishing license
Annual Coastal Recreational Fishing license
Lifetime Coastal Recreational Fishing license
Annual Unified License

Lifetime Unified License

I O I B B

Other type of license, including inland license of any type

10. If you had a 10 day Coastal Recreational Fishing License, for what dates was it valid?

Start Date:
End Date:
11. Have you ever seen a sea turtle hooked by or entangled in a fishing line?
H YES
H NO --- SKIPTOQ. 14
0 Not Sure, Don’t Know ---- SKIP TO Q. 14
12. Thinking about the most recent time that you saw a sea turtle either hooked or entangled in a

fishing line, did this hooking or entanglement occur:

O Within the past 12 months
O Between 1 to 2 years ago
[ More than 2 years ago
13. Thinking about the most recent time that you saw a sea turtle either hooked or entangled in a

fishing line, where did this hooking or entanglement occur?




13. Finally, a few questions about yourself and your household.
Are you:
0 Male

0 Female

14. How old are you? Are you:
[J 18-24
[0 25-34
[J 35-44
) 45-54
0 55-64

0J 65 or older

15. For statistical purposes, we are interested in learning about your telephone service. Which category
best describes the telephone service for your household:

[J Regular or Landline phone only
[J Cellular phone only
[0 Both Landline and Cellular phone

[J No working phone service

Thank you! Please return this form in the postage paid envelope provided or mail to:

South Atlantic Survey of NOAA Services
116 John Street, Suite 800
New York, NY 10038



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How did you get my address?

Your address was either randomly selected from a database of licensed anglers in your state or you
completed the South Atlantic Survey of NOAA Services within the last two months. Addresses were
selected using scientific sampling methods. You and your household represent many other households
in your part of the State.

Nobody in my house fished in the last few months. Should I still respond to the survey?

Yes. It is important that everyone who receives this questionnaire complete it and return it. For this
survey to be scientific, we need basic information about all households selected for the survey whether
they fished recently or not.

Why can’t you interview another household instead of mine?

For the results to be scientific, we need all households who receive this questionnaire to complete the
guestionnaire and send it back.

Who is sponsoring the survey?

This study is being sponsored by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). NOAA’s
mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment and conserve and manage
coastal and marine resources to meet our Nation’s economic, social and environmental needs

How will the information | provide be used?
Your answers will help the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration improve its stewardship of
marine resources.

How much time will this survey take?

On average, it should take less than 10 minutes to complete, including reviewing instructions, and
answering the questions.

| have other questions. Who can | talk to?

Questions about completing this questionnaire can be directed to Rob Andrews at 301-713-2328.



OMB Control No. 0648-0052; Expiration Date: 11/30/2013.

NOAA Fishing Survey CATI Instrument

Intro. Hello. Thisis calling on behalf of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration. As you may know, we are conducting a
survey of recreational saltwater anglers and {NAMED ANGLER} has
agree to participate in our study. Could | speak with {NAMED ANGLER}?

1. Named Angler Available, speaking with Named Angler
2. Named Angler Available, coming to phone
3 Named Angler Not Available

We want to gather information about recreational saltwater fishing. Saltwater fishing
includes fishing in oceans, bays, and brackish portions of rivers. This does not include
fishing in freshwater, or for shellfish, such as crabbing. Recreational fishing means the
primary purpose of the fishing is for fun or relaxation, as opposed to providing income
from the sale of fish.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 6
minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate
or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries
Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section
402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100,
Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in
aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any
other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be
subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

la. During the past 12 months did you do any recreational salt water fishing?

1. Yes

2. No ----Skip to Question 8
8. Don’'t Know

9. Refused

1b. When was your most recent recreational saltwater fishing trip? Was it {Read All}:

1. Within the past 4 months
2. Between 4 and 8 months ago --- Skip to Question 8
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3. Between 8 and 12 months ago -- Skip to Question 8
8. Don’t Know
9. Refused

2. Between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert Date 2}, did you go recreational saltwater fishing
in {Insert State} from the shore?

Yes

No ----Skip to Question 5
Don’t Know

Refused

©wonpE

3. Between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert Date 2}, on how many days did you go
recreational saltwater fishing in {Insert State} from the shore?

1. {Record Response}
8. Don’t Know
9. Refused

4. We are interested in some details about the {Insert State} shore-based fishing you
did between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert Date 2}.

For the next few questions, please answer these questions about the most recent
shore-based fishing you did in {Insert State} between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert
Date 2}.

4a. Does the public have access to the place where you fished?

1 Yes

2. No

8. Don’'t Know
9 Refused

4b. At approximately what time did you stop fishing {Read All}?

Between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m.
Between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Between 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m.
Don’t Know

Refused

©oorONE

4c.  Was there a child under 18 with you who also fished?
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Yes

No

Don’t Know
Refused

©onE

5. Not including trips taken on charter boats, between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert Date

7.

2}, did you go recreational saltwater fishing from a private or rental boat that
returned to shore in {Insert State}?

1. Yes

2. No ----Skip to Question 8
8. Don’t Know

9. Refused

Between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert Date 2},on how many days did you go
recreational saltwater fishing from a private or rental boat that returned to shore in
{Insert State}?

1. {Record Response}
8. Don’t Know
9. Refused

We are interested in some details about the fishing trips you took by boat. For the
next few questions, please answer about the most recent fishing trip you took by a
boat between {Insert Date 1} and {Insert Date 2}. We are only interested in boat
trips which returned to shore in {Insert State}.

7a. Does the public have access to the place where the boat landed?

Yes

No

Don’t Know
Refused

©oonE

7b. At approximately what time did you return to shore?

Between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m.
Between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Between 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m.
Don’t Know

Refused

©oorLONE

7c. Did the trip include one or more children under the age of 18 who fished?



10.

11.

12.

©onE
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Yes

No

Don’t Know
Refused

At any time during the past 12 months, did you have a recreational saltwater fishing
license for the state of {Insert State}, including a multipurpose license or a lifetime
license that includes recreational saltwater fishing?

©oonE

Yes

No ---- Skip to Question 11
Don’t Know

Refused

During the past 12 months, which of the following types of {Insert State} fishing
licenses did you have? Please check all that apply.

1. 10 day Coastal Recreational Fishing license

2. Annual Coastal Recreational Fishing license

3. Lifetime Coastal Recreational Fishing license

4. Annual Unified License

5. Lifetime Unified License

6. Other type of license, including inland license of any type

8. Don’t Know

9. Refused
If you had a 10 day Coastal Recreational Fishing License, for what dates was it
valid?

Start Date:

End Date:
Have you ever seen a sea turtle hooked by or entangled in a fishing line?

1. Yes

2. NO --- SKIPTOQ. 14

8. Don’t Know

9. Refused
Thinking about the most recent time that you saw a sea turtle either hooked or
entangled in a fishing line, did this hooking or entanglement occur {Read All}:

1. Within the past 12 months

2. Between 1 to 2 years ago

3. More than 2 years ago
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8. Don’t Know
9. Refused

13.  Thinking about the most recent time that you saw a sea turtle either hooked or
entangled in a fishing line, where did this hooking or entanglement occur?

1. Record Response
8. Don’t Know
9. Refused
14.  Finally, a few questions about yourself and your household.
Are you:
1. Male
2. Female
9. Refused

15. How old are you? Are you {Read All}

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64

65 or older
Refused

o wWWNE

Thank you for your assistance. That concludes this survey. Have a good day/night.
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SOUTH ATLANTIC SURVEY OF
NOAA SERVICES

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of

information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA
Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical
form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall

any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.



South Atlantic Survey of NOAA Services

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is the Federal agency that provides citizens,
planners, emergency managers and other decision makers with information concerning weather
forecasts, severe storm warnings, fisheries management, coastal restoration and marine commerce.
As part of its work, NOAA periodically surveys members of the public about the information and
services NOAA provides.

e This survey should be filled out by an adult household member living at this address.

e Please use blue or black pen to complete this form.

. During the past 12 months, which of these sources of information have members of this household
used to obtain information about the weather, including current weather conditions, forecasts and
warnings?

[Please check all that apply]

L] Television
[] Radio

L1 Newspaper
L] Internet

L1 Other, please specify:

. During the past 12 months has anyone in this household had to evacuate or seek shelter due to a
severe weather event such as a tornado, hurricane, or thunderstorm?

] Yes
1 No

. During the past 12 months, has anyone in this household visited a public beach, national seashore,
coastal state park, or other coastal nature reserve or protected area?

O Yes
O No

. NOAA is interested in learning about the recreational activities in which adult members of your
household participate. For the purposes of this survey, adults are those household members, ages 18
and older.

How many adults, ages 18 and older live in this household?

10
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5. For these next few questions, please provide information for the adults in your household. If there are
more than three adults living in your household, please provide information for the oldest three adults.

Adult #1 Adult #2 Adult #3
a. What is this person’s first name or initials?
0 Male 0 Male 0 Male
b. Is this person male or female? 00 Female 0 Female 0 Female
c. How old is this person? 018-24 018-24 018-24
0 25-34 0 25-34 0 25-34
1 35-44 0 35-44 0 35-44
[145-54 00 45-54 00 45-54
[ 55-64 0 55-64 0 55-64
0 65+ 0 65+ 0 65+
c. During the last 12 months, has this person
participated in:
0O Yes 0 Yes 0Yes
....Recreational freshwater fishing? 0 No 0 No 0 No
0 Yes 0 Yes 0 Yes
....Recreational saltwater fishing? 0 No 0 No 0 No
0 Yes 0 Yes 0 Yes
....Recreational boating or sailing? 0 No 0 No 0 No
0 Yes 0 Yes 0Yes
....Scuba diving or snorkeling? 0 No 0 No 0 No
0 Yes 0 Yes 0Yes
....Whale or dolphin watching? 0 No 0 No 0 No

6. NOAA periodically conducts detailed surveys to fulfill its mission related to preserving and protecting
the nation’s marine resources. What is the best telephone number that NOAA could use to contact you
or other members of your household?

OO0 Obo-pobd

(Area Code) (Telephone Number)

7. Is the telephone number you listed in Question 5 a landline phone or a cellular phone number?

] Landline Phone Number

] Cellular Phone Number
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Thank you! Please return this form in the postage paid envelope provided or mail to:

South Atlantic Survey of NOAA Services
116 John Street, Suite 800
New York, NY 10038
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COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How did you get my address?

Your address was randomly selected from among all addresses within your state.
It was selected using scientific sampling methods to represent other households
in your part of the state.

Why can’t you interview another household instead of mine?

In order to make sure final results of the study are accurate, receiving information
about your household is important to us. Households selected for this study
were chosen using scientific sampling methods and your responses cannot be
replaced by others.

How will the information | provide be used?

Information from this study will be used to improve NOAA services. All
information will be kept confidential; It will be combined with information from
other households to produce statistical summaries and reports.

How much time will this survey take?

On average, it should take less than ten minutes for you to respond, including the
time for reviewing instructions, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information.

Who is sponsoring the survey?

This study is sponsored by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. Questions regarding the study can be directed to Rob Andrews
at National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration by calling 301-713-2328.



16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

SEC. 303. CONTENTS OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS 16 U.S.C. 1853

95-354, 99-659, 101-627, 104-297
(a) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan which is prepared by any
Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, shall—
(1) contain the conservation and management measures, applicable to foreign fishing and
fishing by vessels of the United States, which are—

(A) necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery to
prevent overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks, and to protect, restore, and promote
the long-term health and stability of the fishery;

(B) described in this subsection or subsection (b), or both; and

(C) consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act, regulations
implementing recommendations by international organizations in which the United States
participates (including but not limited to closed areas, quotas, and size limits), and any
other applicable law;

(2) contain a description of the fishery, including, but not limited to, the number of
vessels involved, the type and quantity of fishing gear used, the species of fish involved and
their location, the cost likely to be incurred in management, actual and potential revenues
from the fishery, any recreational interest in the fishery, and the nature and extent of foreign
fishing and Indian treaty fishing rights, if any;

(3) assess and specify the present and probable future condition of, and the maximum
sustainable yield and optimum yield from, the fishery, and include a summary of the
information utilized in making such specification;

(4) assess and specify—

(A) the capacity and the extent to which fishing vessels of the United States, on an
annual basis, will harvest the optimum yield specified under paragraph (3),

(B) the portion of such optimum yield which, on an annual basis, will not be harvested
by fishing vessels of the United States and can be made available for foreign fishing, and

(C) the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annual basis,
will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing vessels
of the United States;

109-479

(5) specify the pertinent data which shall be submitted to the Secretary with respect to
commercial, recreational, charter fishing, and fish processing in the fishery, including, but
not limited to, information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by
species in numbers of fish or weight thereof, areas in which fishing was engaged in, time of
fishing, number of hauls, economic information necessary to meet the requirements of this
Act, and the estimated processing capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized by,
United States fish processors;
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(6) consider and provide for temporary adjustments, after consultation with the Coast
Guard and persons utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery for vessels otherwise
prevented from harvesting because of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safe
conduct of the fishery; except that the adjustment shall not adversely affect conservation
efforts in other fisheries or discriminate among participants in the affected fishery;

(7) describe and identify essential fish habitat for the fishery based on the guidelines
established by the Secretary under section 305(b)(1)(A), minimize to the extent practicable
adverse effects on such habitat caused by fishing, and identify other actions to encourage the
conservation and enhancement of such habitat;

(8) in the case of a fishery management plan that, after January 1, 1991, is submitted to
the Secretary for review under section 304(a) (including any plan for which an amendment is
submitted to the Secretary for such review) or is prepared by the Secretary, assess and
specify the nature and extent of scientific data which is needed for effective implementation
of the plan;

109-479
(9) include a fishery impact statement for the plan or amendment (in the case of a plan or
amendment thereto submitted to or prepared by the Secretary after October 1, 1990) which
shall assess, specify, and analyze the likely effects, if any, including the cumulative
conservation, economic, and social impacts, of the conservation and management measures
on, and possible mitigation measures for—

(A) participants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or
amendment;

(B) participants in the fisheries conducted in adjacent areas under the authority of
another Council, after consultation with such Council and representatives of those
participants; and

(C) the safety of human life at sea, including whether and to what extent such
measures may affect the safety of participants in the fishery;

(10) specify objective and measurable criteria for identifying when the fishery to which
the plan applies is overfished (with an analysis of how the criteria were determined and the
relationship of the criteria to the reproductive potential of stocks of fish in that fishery) and,
in the case of a fishery which the Council or the Secretary has determined is approaching an
overfished condition or is overfished, contain conservation and management measures to
prevent overfishing or end overfishing and rebuild the fishery;

(11) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of
bycatch occurring in the fishery, and include conservation and management measures that, to
the extent practicable and in the following priority—

(A) minimize bycatch; and
(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided,;
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(12) assess the type and amount of fish caught and released alive during recreational
fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish,
and include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize
mortality and ensure the extended survival of such fish;

109-479
(13) include a description of the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors
which participate in the fishery, including its economic impact, and, to the extent practicable,
quantify trends in landings of the managed fishery resource by the commercial, recreational,
and charter fishing sectors;

109-479
(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures
which reduce the overall harvest in a fishery are necessary, allocate, taking into
consideration the economic impact of the harvest restrictions or recovery benefits on the
fishery participants in each sector, any harvest restrictions or recovery benefits fairly and
equitably among the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors in the fishery and,;

109-479
(15) establish a mechanism for specifying annual catch limits in the plan (including a
multiyear plan), implementing regulations, or annual specifications, at a level such that
overfishing does not occur in the fishery, including measures to ensure accountability.

97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297
(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan which is prepared
by any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may—
(1) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with
respect to—

(A) any fishing vessel of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the exclusive
economic zone [or special areas,]* or for anadromous species or Continental Shelf fishery
resources beyond such zone [or areas]*;

(B) the operator of any such vessel; or

(C) any United States fish processor who first receives fish that are subject to the plan;

109-479

(2)(A) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shall be limited, or shall not be
permitted, or shall be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessels or with
specified types and quantities of fishing gear;

(B) designate such zones in areas where deep sea corals are identified under section
408, to protect deep sea corals from physical damage from fishing gear or to prevent loss
or damage to such fishing gear from interactions with deep sea corals, after considering
long-term sustainable uses of fishery resources in such areas; and
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16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(C) with respect to any closure of an area under this Act that prohibits all fishing,
ensure that such closure—

(i) is based on the best scientific information available;

(i) includes criteria to assess the conservation benefit of the closed area;

(iii) establishes a timetable for review of the closed area’s performance that is
consistent with the purposes of the closed area; and

(iv) is based on an assessment of the benefits and impacts of the closure, including
its size, in relation to other management measures (either alone or in combination with
such measures), including the benefits and impacts of limiting access to: users of the
area, overall fishing activity, fishery science, and fishery and marine conservation;

(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the
conservation and management of the fishery on the—

(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, total
biomass, or other factors);

(B) sale of fish caught during commercial, recreational, or charter fishing, consistent
with any applicable Federal and State safety and quality requirements; and

(C) transshipment or transportation of fish or fish products under permits issued
pursuant to section 204;

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing
gear, fishing vessels, or equipment for such vessels, including devices which may be
required to facilitate enforcement of the provisions of this Act;

109-479
(5) incorporate (consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,
and any other applicable law) the relevant fishery conservation and management measures of
the coastal States nearest to the fishery and take into account the different circumstances
affecting fisheries from different States and ports, including distances to fishing grounds and
proximity to time and area closures;

109-479
(6) establish a limited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yield if,
in developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account—
(A) present participation in the fishery;
(B) historical fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery;
(C) the economics of the fishery;
(D) the capability of fishing vessels used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries;
(E) the cultural and social framework relevant to the fishery and any affected fishing
communities;
(F) the fair and equitable distribution of access privileges in the fishery; and
(G) any other relevant considerations;

77



16 U.S.C. 1853
MSA § 303

(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data
which are necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery;

(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board a vessel of the United States
engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such a vessel shall
not be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessel for the quartering
of an observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the
health or safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessel would be jeopardized;

(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the
plan will have on the stocks of naturally spawning anadromous fish in the region;

(20) include, consistent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear
group to employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower levels of
the mortality of bycatch;

(11) reserve a portion of the allowable biological catch of the fishery for use in scientific
research;

109-479
(12) include management measures in the plan to conserve target and non-target species
and habitats, considering the variety of ecological factors affecting fishery populations; and

(14)[sic]* prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions as
are determined to be necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the
fishery.

97-453, 104-297
(c) PROPOSED REGULATIONS.—Proposed regulations which the Council deems
necessary or appropriate for the purposes of—
(1) implementing a fishery management plan or plan amendment shall be submitted to the
Secretary simultaneously with the plan or amendment under section 304; and
(2) making modifications to regulations implementing a fishery management plan or plan
amendment may be submitted to the Secretary at any time after the plan or amendment is
approved under section 304.

% soin original.
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16 U.S.C. 1853 note, 1853a
MSA §§ 303 note, 303A

P.L. 109-479, sec. 104(b), MSA § 303 note 16 U.S.C. 1853 note
EFFECTIVE DATES; APPLICATION TO CERTAIN SPECIES.—The amendment made by
subsection (a)(10)*°—
(1) shall, unless otherwise provided for under an international agreement in which the United States
participates, take effect—
(A) in fishing year 2010 for fisheries determined by the Secretary to be subject to overfishing; and
(B) in fishing year 2011 for all other fisheries; and
(2) shall not apply to a fishery for species that have a life cycle of approximately 1 year unless the
Secretary has determined the fishery is subject to overfishing of that species; and
(3) shall not limit or otherwise affect the requirements of section 301(a)(1) or 304(e) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1851(a)(1) or 1854(e), respectively).

109-479
SEC. 303A. LIMITED ACCESS PRIVILEGE PROGRAMS. 16 U.S.C. 1853a

(a) IN GENERAL.—AMfter the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, a Council may submit, and the
Secretary may approve, for a fishery that is managed under a limited access system, a limited
access privilege program to harvest fish if the program meets the requirements of this section.

(b) NO CREATION OF RIGHT, TITLE, OR INTEREST.—L.imited access privilege, quota
share, or other limited access system authorization established, implemented, or managed under
this Act—

(2) shall be considered a permit for the purposes of sections 307, 308, and 309;

(2) may be revoked, limited, or modified at any time in accordance with this Act,
including revocation if the system is found to have jeopardized the sustainability of the stock
or the safety of fishermen;

(3) shall not confer any right of compensation to the holder of such limited access
privilege, quota share, or other such limited access system authorization if it is revoked,
limited, or modified;

(4) shall not create, or be construed to create, any right, title, or interest in or to any fish
before the fish is harvested by the holder; and

(5) shall be considered a grant of permission to the holder of the limited access privilege
or quota share to engage in activities permitted by such limited access privilege or quota
share.

16" Section 104(a)(10) of P.L. 109-479 added section 303(a)(15).
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16 U.S.C. 1881
MSA § 401

() CONGRESSIONAL TRANSMITTAL.—Within 60 days after the end of the comment
period and after consideration of comments received under subsection (e), the Secretary shall
transmit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives a recommended proposal for
implementation of a national fishing vessel registration system that includes—

(1) any modifications made after comment and consultation;

(2) a proposed implementation schedule, including a schedule for the proposed
cooperative agreements required under subsection (a)(4); and

(3) recommendations for any such additional legislation as the Secretary considers
necessary or desirable to implement the proposed system.

109-479
(9) RECREATIONAL FISHERIES.—

(1) FEDERAL PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish and implement a regionally
based registry program for recreational fishermen in each of the 8 fishery management
regions. The program, which shall not require a fee before January 1, 2011, shall provide
for—

(A) the registration (including identification and contact information) of individuals
who engage in recreational fishing—
(i) in the Exclusive Economic Zone;
(ii) for anadromous species; or
(iii) for Continental Shelf fishery resources beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone;
and
(B) if appropriate, the registration (including the ownership, operator, and
identification of the vessel) of vessels used in such fishing.

(2) STATE PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall exempt from registration under the
program recreational fishermen and charter fishing vessels licensed, permitted, or registered
under the laws of a State if the Secretary determines that information from the State program
is suitable for the Secretary’s use or is used to assist in completing marine recreational
fisheries statistical surveys, or evaluating the effects of proposed conservation and
management measures for marine recreational fisheries.

(3) DATA COLLECTION.—

(A) IMPROVEMENT OF THE MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERY
STATISTICS SURVEY.—Within 24 months after the date of enactment of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006,
the Secretary, in consultation with representatives of the recreational fishing industry and
experts in statistics, technology, and other appropriate fields, shall establish a program to
improve the quality and accuracy of information generated by the Marine Recreational
Fishery Statistics Survey, with a goal of achieving acceptable accuracy and utility for
each individual fishery.
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16 U.S.C. 1881a
MSA § 402

104-297
SEC. 402. INFORMATION COLLECTION 16 U.S.C. 1881a

109-479
(a) COLLECTION PROGRAMS.—

(1) COUNCIL REQUESTS.—If a Council determines that additional information would
be beneficial for developing, implementing, or revising a fishery management plan or for
determining whether a fishery is in need of management, the Council may request that the
Secretary implement an information collection program for the fishery which would provide
the types of information specified by the Council. The Secretary shall undertake such an
information collection program if he determines that the need is justified, and shall
promulgate regulations to implement the program within 60 days after such determination is
made. If the Secretary determines that the need for an information collection program is not
justified, the Secretary shall inform the Council of the reasons for such determination in
writing. The determinations of the Secretary under this paragraph regarding a Council
request shall be made within a reasonable period of time after receipt of that request.

(2) SECRETARIAL INITIATION.—If the Secretary determines that additional
information is necessary for developing, implementing, revising, or monitoring a fishery
management plan, or for determining whether a fishery is in need of management, the
Secretary may, by regulation, implement an information collection or observer program
requiring submission of such additional information for the fishery.

109-479
(b) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—

(1) Any information submitted to the Secretary, a State fishery management agency, or a
marine fisheries commission by any person in compliance with the requirements of this Act
shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed except—

(A) to Federal employees and Council employees who are responsible for fishery
management plan development, monitoring, or enforcement;

(B) to State or Marine Fisheries Commission employees as necessary to further the
Department’s mission, subject to a confidentiality agreement that prohibits public
disclosure of the identity of business of any person;

(C) to State employees who are responsible for fishery management plan
enforcement, if the States employing those employees have entered into a fishery
enforcement agreement with the Secretary and the agreement is in effect;

(D) when required by court order;

(E) when such information is used by State, Council, or Marine Fisheries
Commission employees to verify catch under a limited access program, but only to the
extent that such use is consistent with subparagraph (B);

(F) when the Secretary has obtained written authorization from the person submitting
such information to release such information to persons for reasons not otherwise
provided for in this subsection, and such release does not violate other requirements of
this Act;

(G) when such information is required to be submitted to the Secretary for any
determination under a limited access program; or
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(H) in support of homeland and national security activities, including the Coast
Guard’s homeland security missions as defined in section 888(a)(2) of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(a)(2)).

(2) Any observer information shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed, except in
accordance with the requirements of subparagraphs (A) through (H) of paragraph (1), or—

(A) as authorized by a fishery management plan or regulations under the authority of
the North Pacific Council to allow disclosure to the public of weekly summary bycatch
information identified by vessel or for haul-specific bycatch information without vessel
identification;

(B) when such information is necessary in proceedings to adjudicate observer
certifications; or

(C) as authorized by any regulations issued under paragraph (3) allowing the
collection of observer information, pursuant to a confidentiality agreement between the
observers, observer employers, and the Secretary prohibiting disclosure of the
information by the observers or observer employers, in order—

(i) to allow the sharing of observer information among observers and between
observers and observer employers as necessary to train and prepare observers for
deployments on specific vessels; or

(ii) to validate the accuracy of the observer information collected.

(3) The Secretary shall, by regulation, prescribe such procedures as may be necessary to
preserve the confidentiality of information submitted in compliance with any requirement or
regulation under this Act, except that the Secretary may release or make public any such
information in any aggregate or summary form which does not directly or indirectly disclose
the identity or business of any person who submits such information. Nothing in this
subsection shall be interpreted or construed to prevent the use for conservation and
management purposes by the Secretary, or with the approval of the Secretary, the Council, of
any information submitted in compliance with any requirement or regulation under this Act
or the use, release, or publication of bycatch information pursuant to paragraph (2)(A).

(c) RESTRICTION ON USE OF CERTAIN INFORMATION.—

(1) The Secretary shall promulgate regulations to restrict the use, in civil enforcement or
criminal proceedings under this Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C.
1361 et seq.), and the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), of information
collected by voluntary fishery data collectors, including sea samplers, while aboard any
vessel for conservation and management purposes if the presence of such a fishery data
collector aboard is not required by any of such Acts or regulations thereunder.

(2) The Secretary may not require the submission of a Federal or State income tax return
or statement as a prerequisite for issuance of a permit until such time as the Secretary has
promulgated regulations to ensure the confidentiality of information contained in such return
or statement, to limit the information submitted to that necessary to achieve a demonstrated
conservation and management purpose, and to provide appropriate penalties for violation of
such regulations.
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MSA 88§ 402-403

(d) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary may provide a grant, contract, or other financial assistance on a sole-source basis to a
State, Council, or Marine Fisheries Commission for the purpose of carrying out information
collection or other programs if—

(1) the recipient of such a grant, contract, or other financial assistance is specified by
statute to be, or has customarily been, such State, Council, or Marine Fisheries Commission;
or

(2) the Secretary has entered into a cooperative agreement with such State, Council, or
Marine Fisheries Commission.

(e) RESOURCE ASSESSMENTS.—

(1) The Secretary may use the private sector to provide vessels, equipment, and services
necessary to survey the fishery resources of the United States when the arrangement will
yield statistically reliable results.

(2) The Secretary, in consultation with the appropriate Council and the fishing industry--

(A) may structure competitive solicitations under paragraph (1) so as to compensate a
contractor for a fishery resources survey by allowing the contractor to retain for sale fish
harvested during the survey voyage;

(B) in the case of a survey during which the quantity or quality of fish harvested is not
expected to be adequately compensatory, may structure those solicitations so as to
provide that compensation by permitting the contractor to harvest on a subsequent
voyage and retain for sale a portion of the allowable catch of the surveyed fishery; and

(C) may permit fish harvested during such survey to count toward a vessel's catch
history under a fishery management plan if such survey was conducted in a manner that
precluded a vessel's participation in a fishery that counted under the plan for purposes of
determining catch history.

(3) The Secretary shall undertake efforts to expand annual fishery resource assessments
in all regions of the Nation.

104-297
SEC. 403. OBSERVERS 16 U.S.C. 1881b

(a) GUIDELINES FOR CARRYING OBSERVERS.—Within one year after the date of
enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries Act, the Secretary shall promulgate regulations, after
notice and opportunity for public comment, for fishing vessels that carry observers. The
regulations shall include guidelines for determining—

(1) when a vessel is not required to carry an observer on board because the facilities of
such vessel for the quartering of an observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so
inadequate or unsafe that the health or safety of the observer or the safe operation of the
vessel would be jeopardized; and

(2) actions which vessel owners or operators may reasonably be required to take to render
such facilities adequate and safe.
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We are issuing and publishing this
notice in accordance with sections
751(a)(3)(A) and 777(i) of the Act.

Dated: May 10, 2011.

Christian Marsh,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations.

[FR Doc. 2011-12065 Filed 5-16—11; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Marine
Recreational Fisheries Statistics
Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 18, 2011.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Rob Andrews, NOAA,
National Marine Fisheries Service,
Fisheries Statistics Division, Phone:
(301) 713-2328 or
Rob.Andrews@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for a revision of a
current information collection.

Marine recreational anglers are
surveyed for catch and effort data, fish
biology data, and angler socioeconomic
characteristics. These data are required
to carry out provisions of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et
seq.), as amended, regarding
conservation and management of fishery
resources.

Marine recreational fishing catch and
effort data are currently collected

through a combination of telephone
surveys and on-site intercept surveys
with recreational anglers. Recent
amendments to the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSA) require the development of
an improved data collection program for
recreational fisheries. To meet the
requirements of MSA, NOAA Fisheries
is developing pilot studies to test
alternative approaches for surveying
recreational anglers. Studies will test
the effectiveness of alternative sample
frames and data collection methods for
contacting anglers and collecting
recreational fishing data. The goal of
these studies is to develop more
efficient and accurate methods for
estimating marine recreational fishing
catch and effort.

I1. Method of Collection

Information will be collected through
telephone and mail interviews.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0052.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(revision of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
970,105 (44,524 net increase).

Estimated Time per Response: 5
minutes for mail survey screening
interviews, 6 minutes for telephone
surveys of anglers, and 10 minutes for
mail surveys of anglers.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 55,834 (6,194 net increase).

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;

they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 11, 2011.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2011-11961 Filed 5-16-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—XA386

Marine Mammals; File No. 15646

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Rebecca Dickhut, Ph.D., Virginia
Institute of Marine Science, P.O. Box
1346, Route 1208 Greate Road,
Gloucester Point, VA 23062, has applied
in due form for a permit to import
marine mammal parts for scientific
research.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
June 16, 2011.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species (APPS) home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 15646 from the list of available
applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices: Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone (301)
713-2289; fax (301) 713—-0376;
Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
CA 90802—4213; phone (562) 980-4001;
fax (562) 980-4018; and Southeast
Region, NMFS, 263 13th Avenue South,
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33701; phone
(727) 824—5312; fax (727) 824-5309.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, at the address listed above.
Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile to (301) 713-0376, or by e-
mail to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.
Please include File No. 15646 in the
subject line of the e-mail comment.


https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov
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