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JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
MARINE RECREATIONAL INFORMATION PROGRAM (MRIP) 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0052 
 
This request is to modify the supplemental Add-on Economic Intercept/Mail Survey (aka follow-
up economic mail survey), Item 12j, of the MRFSS/MRIP supporting statement that is currently 
approved (OMB Control No. 0648-0052, EXP. 12/31/2014).  This survey consists of three 
sections. The following requested changes refer to sections of the (example) survey instrument in 
“Attachment 06:  Follow-up Economic Mail Survey” as originally approved. 

Section A 

• Remove question A3 regarding angler expenditures. The information in this question is 
collected via the Angler Expenditure Survey. 

• Combine questions A4 and A5 regarding trip activity into one question with a response 
table. 

 
Section B 
 
The questions in Section B are a series of discrete choice paired comparisons between two 
hypothetical trips.  As previously approved, the respondent is presented with two hypothetical 
trips and is then asked to choose one trip. The requested changes concern the specific choice 
situation presented to the respondent. The approved (example) survey has one type of 
hypothetical choice situation for all fishing modes (shore/pier; private boat; or for-hire boat). The 
requested change would create two types of hypothetical choice situations: one type for charter 
fishing trips and one type for private boat trips. This distinction is made to enhance the realism of 
the choice situations and to recover separate estimates of economic value for these different boat-
based fishing experiences. We used prior experience and focus groups to select trip attributes and 
attribute levels that are meaningful for sportfishing trips in the Gulf of Mexico. The format of 
each type of hypothetical choice situation remains substantially similar to the hypothetical choice 
situation in the approved survey example. 
 
 Section C 

• Remove question C3 regarding employment status. 
• Remove question C5 regarding race. 

 

Comments on the sampling strategy 

We are not requesting a change to the general sampling strategy outlined in Section B of the 
approved request. In this specific case, the population of interest is all anglers fishing from a boat 
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in the Gulf of Mexico and launching from Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi. The 
original supporting statement authorizes sampling from two frames for the follow-up economic 
mail survey and providing contact information and 2) saltwater fishing license databases. The 
MRIP intercept sampling frame was introduced because, at the time of the original supporting 
statement, saltwater license databases were not available or adequate in most states.  With the 
implementation of the National Saltwater Angler Registry, however, NMFS now has access to 
saltwater fishing license frames from most coastal states, including Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, 
and Mississippi. 

As discussed above, we are requesting to tailor the discrete choice portion of the mail survey to 
each boat fishing mode. This requires a sample of anglers with private boat experience and a 
sample of anglers with charter boat experience. For the private boat version of the survey, we 
will randomly sample anglers from the saltwater fishing license databases of Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi.  

No sampling frame exists for charter anglers fishing in the Gulf of Mexico because the only state 
that requires a saltwater fishing license to fish from a charter boat is Louisiana. Therefore, we 
will combine a simple random sample drawn from the Louisiana database of licensed charter 
boat anglers with a sample collected through the MRIP intercept survey.  The initial mail-out 
sample size for Louisiana will be based on the share of MRIP estimated charter trips in the Gulf 
of Mexico originating from Louisiana (15.35% in 2011). The sample of Gulf of Mexico charter 
anglers launching from Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi will be based on anglers interviewed 
as part of the MRIP intercept survey in these states as described in the original supporting 
statement. 
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Questions?    Dr. David Carter at david.w.carter@noaa.gov or (305) 361-4467 
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NOAA Fisheries  (National Marine Fisheries Service) 

and 

The Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
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This survey is confidential! 
 
 
 

A1  How many years have you been saltwater fishing?                              years 

 
 
 

A2  Do you, or does anyone in your household, own a motorized boat that is ever  

used for saltwater recreational fishing? 
 

 Yes       No 

 
 
 

A3  a) Do you have a current saltwater fishing license? 
 

 Yes       No 

 
        b) If Yes, from which State(s)? (check all that apply) 
 

 Louisiana  Alabama  Other U.S. State 

 Mississippi  Florida   Other ____________ 

 
 
 

A4  Are you familiar with the saltwater fishing regulations in the State waters  

where you have a saltwater fishing license or where you fish most often? 
 

 Yes       No 

 
 
 

A5  Are you familiar with the saltwater fishing regulations in Federal waters in  

the Gulf of Mexico? 
 

 Yes       No 

 

Section A:  Your Saltwater Fishing Experiences and Activities 
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A6  Please fill in the table below with the number of fishing trips you took in the  

last 12 months for each type of trip. (blanks will be counted as zero) 
 

Type of fishing trip # of fishing trips 

Saltwater charter (passengers pay as a group for entire boat) 
 

 

Saltwater head boat / party boat (pay on a per person basis) 
 

 

Saltwater with a privately owned boat or rental boat 
 

 

Saltwater from the shore or a pier 
 

 

Freshwater (all types) 
 

 
 
 
 

A7  How many saltwater fishing trips do you plan to take in the Gulf of Mexico in the 

next 12 months? (blanks will be counted as zero) 
  

                                  Charter Trips                                        Other Trips 
 
 
 

A8  What is your primary source of weather information when planning saltwater 

fishing trips? 
 

 Newspaper  FM/AM radio  Other website 

 TV   NOAA radio or website  Other ________________ 

 I do not check the weather before fishing trips 
 
 

A9  What is your primary source for fishing reports when planning saltwater  

fishing trips? 
 

 Newspaper  FM/AM radio   Internet 

 Magazine  TV  Other ______________________ 

 I do not check fishing reports before fishing trips 

______________________________________________ 
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A10  Below are a few things related to planning a saltwater charter fishing trip. 

  Please indicate the extent you agree or disagree with each statement. 
 

 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree 

Feel 
Neutral 

Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

I only charter boats that someone 
has recommended to me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I use the phone book to shop for 
charter trips 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

I use the internet to shop for 
charter trips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charter fees posted on the 
internet are negotiable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I go to the dock to shop for 
charter trips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I sometimes charter boats within 
50 miles of my house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A11  Below are a few reasons why you might take a saltwater charter fishing trip.     

Please indicate the extent you agree or disagree with each statement. 
 

“A reason I take saltwater  
charter fishing trips is to …” 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree 
Feel 

Neutral 
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

…fish a specific destination / season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…learn fishing techniques and spots       

… catch a trophy fish 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…catch a lot of fish 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…keep a lot of fish (for food) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…have more space than on my boat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…avoid the hassle of using my boat  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…entertain clients / conduct business  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…commemorate a special event 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…compete in tournaments 
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Please answer the questions below regarding your most  

recent saltwater charter fishing trip. 
 
 
 

B1  What city did the charter trip depart from?  ______________  ,  _____________ 
        (city)                 (state/country) 
 
 

B2  Was this saltwater charter fishing trip part of a longer trip  

in which you spent at least one night away from your  
permanent residence? 

 

B3  What was the month and year of the trip?            , 201  

                     (month)     (year) 
 
 

B4  How long was the charter fishing trip? 

 

 ½ Day      ¾ Day      Full Day      Overnight      Other ___________ 

 
 

B5  a) What was the total number of passengers on  

this trip (including yourself; excluding crew)?                                    passengers 
 
        b) Who were the other passengers (check all that apply)? 

 Family  Colleagues  Not applicable  (I was alone) 

 Friends  Other fishing party  Other ____________ 

 
 

B6  Please describe your charter fishing trip by checking all of the boxes that apply. 

Event Boat Amenities Crew 

 None  Don’t know  Cabin  Captain 

 Special occasion  Outboard engine  Air conditioning  Mate 

 Business related  Flybridge  Head/lavatory 

 

 Second 

       Mate 
 Tournament  >45 feet  Fighting chair 

Section B:  Your Most Recent Saltwater Charter Fishing Trip 

 Yes       No 
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B7  What was the primary area/waters fished? 

 Inshore  State offshore  Federal offshore  Don’t know 

 
 

B8  What was the primary method of fishing? (Please check only one) 

 Trolling  Casting  Drift fishing  Other  

     ______________ 
  Bottom fishing  Fly fishing  Don’t know 

 
 

B9  a) Were you planning to target a specific type of fish when the trip was booked?  
 

 Yes       No       Don’t know 

 
b) If Yes, which type of fish were you planning to target? 
 

 
________________________  (please write one type of fish) 

 
 

B10  a) Were you targeting a specific type of fish while you were fishing? 
 

 Yes       No       Don’t know 

 

  b) If Yes, who determined the target?    Passengers    Captain    Both 

 
 

B11  Please check the boxes for the types of fish targeted, caught, and/or kept. 

 

Type of Fish Targeted Caught Kept 

Dolphin fish    

Red snapper    

Other snappers    

Gag or black grouper    

Other groupers    

Mackerel    

Tuna    

Sailfish / swordfish / billfish    

Drum / flounder / inshore species    

Any other type of fish    

 I don’t know or don’t remember 
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B12  a) Did the crew or captain keep any fish?  Yes       No       Don’t know 

 

b) Did anyone purchase a fish mount?   Yes       No       Don’t know 

 

c) Did regulations force the discard of fish?  Yes       No       Don’t know 

 
d) If Yes, why did you discard (check all that apply)? 

 Undersize  Out of season  Other reason 

     ________ 
 Over bag limit  Restricted species 

 
 

B13 a) How much was the charter fee?   $ __ , __ __ __ .  0  0   Don’t know 

 
 

    b) How much was the tip?    $ __ , __ __ __ .  0  0   Don’t know 

 

         c) What share of the fee did you pay for?    Whole fare    Portion    Nothing 

 
 

B14  What was the primary reason for hiring this particular boat? (check one) 

 Previous experience  Size of boat  Recommendation/ 

         Captain reputation 
  Hotel setup  Price 

 Availability (logistics)  No reason / walk-on  Don’t know 

 
 

B15  What activity would you have engaged in if your charter trip had been canceled 

the week before due to engine troubles and there was no other charter available? 

 Non-charter fishing trip  Outdoor recreational activity:  _______________ 

 Work  Indoor recreational activity:     _______________ 

 Don’t know  Something else:                      _______________ 

 
 

B16  How would you rate your trip? 

 
Very 

satisfied 
Satisfied 

Neutral / 
Don’t know 

Dissatisfied 
Very 

dissatisfied 
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We want to know what you think about different types of saltwater charter fishing 

trips.  Please read these instructions carefully before going to the next page. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

On each of the following 6 pages you are asked to compare the features of two 
hypothetical offshore Gulf of Mexico charter fishing trips. You can take up to 6 
passengers on these trips and you might catch dolphin fish, mackerel, 
snapper, grouper, sailfish, billfish, shark or many other types of fish. However, 
catch is never guaranteed on any charter trip. 
 
The two offshore Gulf of Mexico charter trips presented on each page differ 
only in length of trip, vessel size, captain’s reputation, charter fee 
(excluding tip), and the fishing regulations in effect at the place and time of 
trip. The two trips are otherwise identical. 
 
Two forms of fishing regulations are presented for five types of fish that might 
be caught on each of the charter trips shown: 
 

 “Bag”  – The bag limit or the number of the given type of fish that each 
                       person is legally allowed to keep on a trip 

 

 “Closed” – There is a closed season in effect for the given type of fish and 
                      no one is legally allowed to keep any of this type of fish  

 
Regulations for other species are as in effect in the Gulf of Mexico in 2013 and 
are the same for each trip. Please note that the regulations presented in the 
following pages are hypothetical and are unrelated to current fishery 
management decisions. 
 
Remember that you can contact Dr. David Carter at david.w.carter@noaa.gov 
or (305) 361-4461 if you have any questions on this survey. 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Section C:  Your Preferences for Gulf of Mexico 
 Charter Fishing Trips 
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C1  Please compare the features of Gulf of Mexico offshore charter fishing trips A and 

B and answer the questions below. Please keep in mind that: 

 You can take up to 6 passengers 

 You might catch various types of fish, but catch is not guaranteed 

 Trips A and B are exactly the same except for differences shown 
 

Trip Features  Trip A  Trip B 

Length of trip 
 

Full-day  Full-day 

Vessel size 
 

50 ft  40 ft 

Captain's reputation 
 

Unknown  Known 

Charter fee (excluding tip) 
 

$1,000   $1,200  

 

R
e
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 p
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Dolphin fish  10 bag  5 bag 

All snappers /  
    Red snapper 

 10 bag /  
    2 bag 

 
5 bag /  

    1 bag 

All groupers  6 bag  closed 

King mackerel  closed  3 bag 

Other regulations  As in 2013  As in 2013 

 

C1  a) Which of these two trips do you prefer? 

 
 

 
C1  b) Please circle one trip feature in the table above which  

most influenced your preference of one trip over the other. 

 
C1  c) If your preferred trip was the only option available for your next saltwater 

charter fishing trip, then what would you choose to do? 

 Take my preferred trip 

 Do something else, but not take a saltwater charter fishing trip 

 I don't know 

______________________________________________ 

 

 Trip A  Trip B 

               I don’t know 
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C2 Please compare the features of Gulf of Mexico offshore charter fishing trips A and B 

and answer the questions below. Please keep in mind that: 

 You can take up to 6 passengers 

 You might catch various types of fish, but catch is not guaranteed 

 Trips A and B are exactly the same except for differences shown 
 

Trip Features  Trip A  Trip B 

Length of trip 
 

Full-day  Half-day 

Vessel size 
 

50 ft  40 ft 

Captain's reputation 
 

Known  Unknown 

Charter fee (excluding tip) 
 

$1,200   $400  

 

R
e
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u
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Dolphin fish  10 bag  5 bag 

All snappers /  
    Red snapper 

 5 bag /  
    closed 

 
10 bag /  
    1 bag 

All groupers  2 bag  closed 

King mackerel  closed  1 bag 

Other regulations  As in 2013  As in 2013 

 

C2  a) Which of these two trips do you prefer? 

 
 

 
C2  b) Please circle one trip feature in the table above which  

most influenced your preference of one trip over the other. 

 
C2  c) If your preferred trip was the only option available for your next saltwater 

charter fishing trip, then what would you choose to do? 

 Take my preferred trip 

 Do something else, but not take a saltwater charter fishing trip 

 I don't know 

 

 Trip A  Trip B 

               I don’t know 



 11 

C3  Please compare the features of Gulf of Mexico offshore charter fishing trips A and 

B and answer the questions below. Please keep in mind that: 

 You can take up to 6 passengers 

 You might catch various types of fish, but catch is not guaranteed 

 Trips A and B are exactly the same except for differences shown 
 

Trip Features  Trip A  Trip B 

Length of trip 
 

Full-day  Full-day 

Vessel size 
 

50 ft  40 ft 

Captain's reputation 
 

Known  Unknown 

Charter fee (excluding tip) 
 

$1,400   $1,000  

 

R
e
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u
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e
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 p

la
c
e
 

a
n
d
 t
im

e
 o

f 
tr

ip
 

Dolphin fish  5 bag  10 bag 

All snappers /  
    Red snapper 

 10 bag /  
    2 bag 

 
5 bag /  

    closed 

All groupers  closed  6 bag 

King mackerel  closed  2 bag 

Other regulations  As in 2013  As in 2013 

 

C3  a) Which of these two trips do you prefer? 

 
 

 
C3  b) Please circle one trip feature in the table above which  

most influenced your preference of one trip over the other. 

 
C3  c) If your preferred trip was the only option available for your next saltwater 

charter fishing trip, then what would you choose to do? 

 Take my preferred trip 

 Do something else, but not take a saltwater charter fishing trip 

 I don't know 

______________________________________________ 

 

 Trip A  Trip B 

               I don’t know 
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C4  Please compare the features of Gulf of Mexico offshore charter fishing trips A and 

B and answer the questions below. Please keep in mind that: 

 You can take up to 6 passengers 

 You might catch various types of fish, but catch is not guaranteed 

 Trips A and B are exactly the same except for differences shown 
 

Trip Features  Trip A  Trip B 

Length of trip 
 

Full-day  Full-day 

Vessel size 
 

40 ft  50 ft 

Captain's reputation 
 

Unknown  Known 

Charter fee (excluding tip) 
 

$1,000   $1,400  

 

R
e
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u

la
ti

o
n

s
 i
n
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 p
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Dolphin fish  5 bag  10 bag 

All snappers /  
    Red snapper 

 5 bag /  
    1 bag 

 
10 bag /  
    3 bag 

All groupers  6 bag  closed 

King mackerel  1 bag  2 bag 

Other regulations  As in 2013  As in 2013 

 

C4  a) Which of these two trips do you prefer? 

 
 

 
C4  b) Please circle one trip feature in the table above which  

most influenced your preference of one trip over the other. 

 
C4  c) If your preferred trip was the only option available for your next saltwater 

charter fishing trip, then what would you choose to do? 

 Take my preferred trip 

 Do something else, but not take a saltwater charter fishing trip 

 I don't know 

 

 Trip A  Trip B 

               I don’t know 
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C5  Please compare the features of Gulf of Mexico offshore charter fishing trips A and 

B and answer the questions below. Please keep in mind that: 

 You can take up to 6 passengers 

 You might catch various types of fish, but catch is not guaranteed 

 Trips A and B are exactly the same except for differences shown 
 

Trip Features  Trip A  Trip B 

Length of trip 
 

Half-day  Half-day 

Vessel size 
 

40 ft  50 ft 

Captain's reputation 
 

Known  Unknown 

Charter fee (excluding tip) 
 

$800   $800  

 

R
e
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u
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n
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Dolphin fish  10 bag  5 bag 

All snappers /  
    Red snapper 

 5 bag /  
    3 bag 

 
10 bag /  
    closed 

All groupers  closed  4 bag 

King mackerel  3 bag  closed 

Other regulations  As in 2013  As in 2013 

 

C5  a) Which of these two trips do you prefer? 

 
 

 
C5  b) Please circle one trip feature in the table above which  

most influenced your preference of one trip over the other. 

 
C5  c) If your preferred trip was the only option available for your next saltwater 

charter fishing trip, then what would you choose to do? 

 Take my preferred trip 

 Do something else, but not take a saltwater charter fishing trip 

 I don't know 

______________________________________________ 

 

 Trip A  Trip B 

               I don’t know 
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C6  Please compare the features of Gulf of Mexico offshore charter fishing trips A and 

B and answer the questions below. Please keep in mind that: 

 You can take up to 6 passengers 

 You might catch various types of fish, but catch is not guaranteed 

 Trips A and B are exactly the same except for differences shown 
 

Trip Features  Trip A  Trip B 

Length of trip 
 

Half-day  Half-day 

Vessel size 
 

50 ft  40 ft 

Captain's reputation 
 

Unknown  Known 

Charter fee (excluding tip) 
 

$400   $600  

 

R
e
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u
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 p
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Dolphin fish  5 bag  10 bag 

All snappers /  
    Red snapper 

 10 bag /  
    closed 

 
5 bag /  

    2 bag 

All groupers  2 bag  4 bag 

King mackerel  2 bag  closed 

Other regulations  As in 2013  As in 2013 

 

C6  a) Which of these two trips do you prefer? 

 
 

 
C6  b) Please circle one trip feature in the table above which  

most influenced your preference of one trip over the other. 

 
C6  c) If your preferred trip was the only option available for your next saltwater 

charter fishing trip, then what would you choose to do? 

 Take my preferred trip 

 Do something else, but not take a saltwater charter fishing trip 

 I don't know 

 

 Trip A  Trip B 

               I don’t know 



 15 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

D1  What is the Zip Code of your current home residence?    

 
 
 

D2  What is your gender?         Male        Female 

 
 
 

D3  What year were you born?       19  

 
 
 

D4  Which of the following categories best describes your household’s total annual 

income before taxes in 2012? 
 

 Less than $24,999  $100,000 - $124,999  $200,000 - $224,999 

 $25,000 - $49,999  $125,000 - $149,999  $225,000 - $249,999 

 $50,000 - $74,999  $150,000 - $174,999  Greater than $250,000 

 $75,000 - $99,999  $175,000 - $199,999  

 
 
 

D5  Was this survey completed by the person to whom it was mailed?  
 

 Yes       No 

 
 
 

______________________________________________ 

 

Section D:  About You and Your Household 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Your contribution to this study is greatly appreciated. We welcome any 
additional comments you would like to share with us. Please use the space 
provided below. Please return the completed questionnaire in the attached 
postage paid envelope as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions?   Dr. David Carter at david.w.carter@noaa.gov or (305) 361-4467 

 
 
 
 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law; no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for 

failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirement of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 

information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to average 15 

minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the 

data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 

aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Robert Walker, NMFS SSRG, 75 Virginia 
Beach Dr, Miami, FL 33149. Information submitted will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 

216-100. NMFS collects this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources. These data will be used to 

evaluate the economic effects of proposed regulations in the fishery. 
 

 
 

______________________________________________ 

 

Thank You for Participating! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
  

 

 

Gulf of Mexico 
Sportfishing 

Survey  

 

 

In a few days you will be receiving a survey about your saltwater 

fishing experiences and preferences from NOAA Fisheries and the 

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission. Your name was selected 

at random from a list of people with a saltwater fishing license.  

 

This survey is important because the results will be used to let 

fishery managers know what anglers think about fishing conditions 

and regulations. Your response ensures that the survey results 

reflect the preferences and opinions of a wide range of anglers. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help with this project. 
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Gulf of Mexico 
Charter Fishing 

Survey  

 

 

Last week a questionnaire seeking information on your preferences for 

saltwater sportfishing was mailed to you. If you have already completed 

and returned the questionnaire to us, please accept our sincere thanks. If 

not, please do so today. 

 

The survey is being sent to a select sample of anglers so it is extremely 

important that we hear from you.  Your response ensures that the study 

results reflect the preferences and opinions of a wide range of anglers. 

 

If by some chance you did not receive the questionnaire, 

or it got misplaced, please call 

1-866-xxx-xxx 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Southeast Fisheries Science Center 

75 Virginia Beach Dr. 

Miami, Florida  33149 

 June xx, 2013  

  

 «Primary_Mailing_Recipient» 

 «Street_Address» 

 «City»,  «State»  «Zipcode» 
 

 

Dear <<First Last>>: 

 

About three weeks ago, we wrote seeking information about your activities and preferences 

for saltwater sportfishing. As of today, we have not yet received your completed 

questionnaire. If you have already returned your questionnaire, thank you for your 

cooperation.  In the event that your questionnaire has been misplaced, a replacement is 

enclosed. 

 

The purpose of this study is to improve fishery management by providing a more complete 

picture of angler preferences and activities. NOAA Fisheries and the Gulf States Marine 

Fisheries Commission are conducting this study because we believe that fishery policies 

should reflect the preferences and opinions of anglers.  

 

We are writing again because each questionnaire is extremely important to the overall study. 

Only a select number of anglers were chosen for the study so your participation ensures that 

the results are truly representative of the opinions, preferences, and activities of all anglers. 

 

We also want to reassure you that your response to this study is voluntary and any responses 

you give us are confidential. 

 

We are happy to answer any questions you might have. Our contact information is listed 

below. 

 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Cordially,  

 

 
 

David W. Carter, Ph.D. 
 

Alex Miller, M.S. 

NOAA Fisheries 

305-361-4263 

david.w.carter@noaa.gov 

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

228-875-5912 

amiller@gsmfc.org 

 



 

 

                                                   

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Southeast Fisheries Science Center 

75 Virginia Beach Dr. 

Miami, Florida  33149 

 May xx, 2013  

  

 «Primary_Mailing_Recipient» 

 «Street_Address» 

 «City»,  «State»  «Zipcode» 
 

 

Dear <<First Last>>: 

 

We know saltwater sportfishing is important to you.  During a recent field interview, you 

agreed to participate in a voluntary survey.  The enclosed survey is a joint effort between 

NOAA Fisheries and the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission. We want to know what 

you think about sportfishing experiences and regulations in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

You can be assured of complete confidentiality. The questionnaire has an identification 

number for mailing purposes only. This is so that we can check your name off the mailing 

list when your questionnaire is returned. Your name will never be placed on the 

questionnaire. 

 

Your help is critical to the success of the survey. You are one of a small number of 

recreational anglers asked to give your input on these matters. Each survey needs to be 

completed and returned so that the results reflect the preferences and opinions of a wide 

range of recreational anglers.  

 

We are happy to answer any questions you might have. Our contact information is listed 

below. 

 

Thank you very much for your help! 

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

 
 

David W. Carter, Ph.D. 
 

Alex Miller, M.S. 

NOAA Fisheries 

305-361-4263 

david.w.carter@noaa.gov 

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

228-875-5912 

amiller@gsmfc.org 
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Questions?  Email xxxx.xxxxxx@noaa.gov
This survey is voluntary.
All responses are anonymous and confidential.


What Do You Think?


Help us improve your sportfishing
experience.


Saltwater Sportfishing Survey


Sponsored by
NOAA Fisheries


(National Marine Fisheries Service)


Attachment 06:  Follow-up Economic Mail Survey
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Your opinions are important. The questions in this survey are about YOU and YOUR
recreational saltwater fishing activities and preferences.  Except when asked, please do not
include any information from other household members or other fishing party members.
When completing the questionnaire please print clearly.


Section A:  Your Recent Sport Fishing Activities


A1.a If you target any other fish not listed above, please write them in the
space provided.


A2 What are your preferences for keeping the following saltwater fish?  Please
mark only one choice for each species.


Over the past year, how often have you targeted each of the following saltwa-
ter species?


A1


Grouper


Dolphin (mahi-mahi)


Red Snapper


Cobia
King mackerel
Spanish mackerel


Never
Target


Rarely
Target


Frequently
Target


Always
TargetSaltwater Species


Other Snapper  (NOT Red Snapper)
Tuna (yellowfin, bluefin, blackfin,etc.)


I keep none
of what I


am legally
allowed


Saltwater
Species


Have
not


caught


I keep some
of what I am


legally
allowed


I keep all
that I am
legally


allowed


Grouper


Dolphin


Cobia


Red Snapper
Other Snapper


King mackerel
Spanish mackerel


Tuna
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A4 During the past two months, how many fishing trips have you taken in:


Freshwater
Saltwater


Personal ExpenditureType of Expenditure


Auto/truck fuel $


Auto/RV rental $
Lodging $


Airfare or other
public transportation $


Food and drinks from grocery/
convenience stores $
Food and drink from
restaurants and bars $


Boat fuel $
Fishing gear or tackle used
only on this trip $
Bait $
Ice $
Equipment rental $
Access/boat launching fees $
Party, charter, or guide fees
(include tips) $


Other: ____________________ $


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


A3 On your most recent saltwater fishing trip, how much did you personally
spend during that trip?  Please do not include any costs paid by others.


A5 During the past two months, how many saltwater fishing trips have you
taken from:


Beach or bank


Pier, bridge, or jetty


Privately owned  boat


Charter, party, or head boat
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Please indicate the extent to which you support or oppose the following
conservation measures.


A7


Minimum size limits


Support
Somewhat


Support
Feel


Neutral OpposeConservation Measure


Maximum size limits


Bag limits


Seasonal closures to protect spawning
or other seasonal aggregations


Area closures to protect key habitat


Slot limits (combined maximum
and minimum size limits)


Restrictions on the type of fishing
gear that can be used
Harvest moratorium/closure for
species in trouble


Somewhat
Oppose


Below are several reasons why you may release fish you could have legally
kept.  Indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following
reasons.


A6


...I don’t like to eat some types of fish.


Strongly
Agree Agree


Feel
Neutral


Strongly
Disagree


“I release some fish I could
have legally kept because...”


...even though they are of legal size
they are too small to keep.


...I already caught what I plan to eat.


...I enjoy the sport of catching and
releasing fish.
...I am interested in fisheries
conservation.
...I don’t want to catch my limit too
quickly.
...some are too big and don’t taste as
good.
...some look damaged or not in good
shape.


Disagree


...of some other reason
(please specify).
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Section B:  Your Preferences for
Saltwater Fishing Trips


In this section we want to know about your preferences for
different types of saltwater fishing trips.  Each question will
ask you to compare two single day fishing trips that vary in
the following ways:


• Target species:  The species of fish you expect to catch
on the trip.


• Total number of fish caught per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.  Your total may be restricted by
the bag limit and/or the minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of fish of the target species that
you are legally allowed to keep per fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.  You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum size:  Your expected catch
of the target species that are equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear and tear on your vehicle, tolls,
ferries, parking, access fees, food, ice, bait, and fishing
equipment used on this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not including the target species).


These definitions are also provided on each of the following pages for
your reference.  Please refer to them as needed.
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B
Definitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


B1


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species King Mackerel Grouper


6 Grouper5 King Mackerel


2 Grouper1 King Mackerel


18 inches20 inches


3 King Mackerel 2 Grouper


$70 $45


1 King Mackerel 2 Grouper


1 fish 1 fish


Would you choose trip A, trip B or no trip at all? Please
select only one.


Fishing Trips


Features
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B2


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species Red Snapper Grouper


6 Grouper2 Red Snapper


2 Grouper5 Red Snapper


24 inches16 inches


1 Red Snapper 6 Grouper


$105 $105


1 Red Snapper 2 Grouper


1 fish 3 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


FeaturesDefinitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B3


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species Grouper King Mackerel


1 King Mackerel6 Grouper


5 King Mackerel3 Grouper


28 inches20 inches


6 Grouper 1 King Mackerel


$140 $140


3 Grouper 1 King Mackerel


3 fish 6 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


Features
Definitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B4


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species Grouper Dolphin


10 Dolphin6 Grouper


20 Dolphin2 Grouper


18 inches24 inches


2 Grouper 6 Dolphin


$45 $140


2 Grouper 6 Dolphin


6 fish 6 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


FeaturesDefinitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B5


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species King Mackerel King Mackerel


2 King Mackerel1 King Mackerel


3 King Mackerel3 King Mackerel


24 inches24 inches


1 King Mackerel 2 King Mackerel


$140 $70


1 King Mackerel 2 King Mackerel


6 fish 3 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


Features
Definitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B6


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


 Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species Red Snapper Dolphin


6 Dolphin3 Red Snapper


6 Dolphin1 Red Snapper


20 inches16 inches


2 Red Snapper 6 Dolphin


$45 $140


1 Red Snapper 6 Dolphin


1 fish 3 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


FeaturesDefinitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B7


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


 Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species Dolphin Grouper


6 Grouper3 Dolphin


3 Grouper15 Dolphin


18 inches24 inches


1 Dolphin 6 Grouper


$70 $105


1 Dolphin 3 Grouper


3 fish 6 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


FeaturesDefinitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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Which trip would you choose? Please select only one.


B8


Do
 something else,


but not take a
saltwater fishing


trip.


Trip A Trip B No Trip


Catch of other fish you
are legally allowed to


keep


Catch of target
species you are legally


allowed to keep


Total number caught per
trip


Bag limit


Minimum size limit


Catch at or above the
minimum size


Trip cost


Target species King Mackerel Red Snapper


3 Red Snapper3 King Mackerel


2 Red Snapper2 King Mackerel


18 inches24 inches


1 King Mackerel 1 Red Snapper


$105 $70


1 King Mackerel 1 Red Snapper


6 fish 1 fish


Fishing Trips


Please look at the table, compare all the features of
each fishing trip, and then answer the question below.


No Trip


Trip A
Trip B


FeaturesDefinitions


• Target species:  The species
of fish you expect to catch on
the trip.


• Total number of fish caught
per trip:  Your expected total
catch of the target species.
Your total may be restricted
by the bag limit and/or the
minimum size limit.


• Bag limit:  The number of the
target species that you are
legally allowed to keep per
fishing trip.


• Minimum size limit:   The
minimum length of the target
species that you may keep.
You are not legally allowed to
keep fish that measure less
than this length.


• Catch at or above minimum
size:  Your expected catch of
the target species that are
equal to or longer than the
minimum size limit.


• Trip cost:  Includes your
personal share of the costs
associated with gas, wear
and tear on your vehicle,
tolls, ferries, parking, access
fees, food, ice, bait, and
fishing equipment used on
this trip.


• Other fish:  Any fish you might
expect to catch on a fishing
trip for the target species (not
including the target species).
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C1


C2 What is the highest level of education you have completed?


C3 What best describes your employment status? Please check all that apply.


Different types of anglers may have different preferences for fisheries
management. The following basic demographic questions will help fishery
managers understand the opinions of different types of anglers. The
information you provide will remain strictly confidential, and you will not
be identified with your answers.


Section C:  About You and Your Household


Some high school
High school graduate
2-year degree or technical school
Some college
College graduate
Professional or doctoral degree


Are you........?


Male Female


Unemployed


Employed full-time
Employed part-time
Full time homemaker
Retired
Student (part-time)
Student (full-time)


Other (specify)_______________________
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C7 Was this survey completed by the person to whom it was mailed?


C6 Which of the following categories best describes your household’s total annual income
before taxes in 2002?


C5


$109,200 - $124,799
$124,800 - $139,999
Greater than $140,000


Less than $15,599
$15,600 - $31,199
$31,200 - $46,799
$46,800 - $62,399
$62,400 - $77,999
$78,000 - $93,599
$93,600 - $109,199


NoYes


What is your race?


White
Black/African American
Hispanic/Spanish
Asian/Pacific Islander
American Indian
Other:__________________________________


C4 What year were you born?


Year:
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Please use the space below to make any additional comments you may have.  If you
have any questions regarding the survey, please call 1.xxx.xxx.xxxx or email
xxxx.xxxxxx@noaa.gov


Thank You for Participating!


Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law; no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to
the requirement of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  Public reporting burden for this survey is estimated to
average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information.  Send comments regarding thsi burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to xxx  xxxxxxx, NMFS F/ST1, 1315
East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD  20901.
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