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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES DEALER, IMPORTER, OR EXPORTER 

REPORTING FAMILY OF FORMS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0040 

 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 

 
This request is for revision and extension of previously approved information collections from 
seafood dealers regarding purchases, sales, imports, exports, or re-exports of Atlantic highly 
migratory species (HMS), including federally managed bigeye, albacore, yellowfin, and skipjack 
(BAYS) tunas, bluefin tuna (BFT), sharks, and swordfish (SWO).  Transactions that are covered 
under this collection include purchases of Atlantic HMS from commercial fishermen and 
import/export of all BFT, frozen bigeye tuna (BET), southern bluefin tuna (SBT) or SWO, 
regardless of geographic area of origin.  The information collected is used to monitor the harvest 
of domestic fisheries, and/or track international trade of internationally managed species. The 
one-time request for email addresses has mainly been addressed and will apply only to newly 
permitted dealers. 
 
Domestic catch/landing data are necessary to effectively manage domestic fisheries.  This 
information is used to monitor quotas, estimate fishing mortality, and identify the geographic and 
temporal distribution of fish and fisheries.  Collection of this information for use in domestic 
fishery management is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management and 
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) (MSA).  Regulations at 50 CFR 635.5 implement 
domestic dealer reporting requirements.  The domestic reporting covered by this collection 
includes domestic weekly or bi-weekly landings reports and negative reporting (i.e., reports of no 
activity, when applicable), and bluefin tuna daily landings, including tagging of individual fish. 
 
International trade tracking programs are required by both the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 
(IATTC).  An overall goal of these programs is to reduce illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing for the covered species, and improve management of associated fisheries.  The programs 
are designed to account for all international trade of covered species by requiring that a statistical 
document (SD) or catch document (CD) accompany each export from and import into a member 
nation, and that a re-export certificate (RXC) accompany each re-export.  Collection of this 
information to implement certain international fishery management recommendations is 
authorized under the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act [ATCA; 16 U.S.C. 971(d)] and 
implemented in regulations at 50 CFR 300 Subpart M. 
 
The United States (U.S.) is a member of ICCAT and authorized by ATCA to promulgate 
regulations, as necessary and appropriate, to implement recommendations adopted by ICCAT.  
ICCAT has adopted recommendations for the mandatory implementation of CD, SD and RXC 
trade tracking programs for BFT, frozen BET and SWO.  U.S. regulations implementing ICCAT 
SD and CD programs require SDs and CDs for international transactions of the covered species 
from all ocean areas, so Pacific imports and exports must also be accompanied by SDs and CDs.  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=a7f6fb6cfdfe7b18276bc12bda7ba4e5&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.3.1.1.5&idno=50
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode16/usc_sup_01_16_10_16A.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=a7f6fb6cfdfe7b18276bc12bda7ba4e5&rgn=div6&view=text&node=50:7.0.2.11.1.13&idno=50
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Since there are SD programs in place under other international conventions (e.g. the Indian 
Ocean Tuna Commission), an SD from another program may be used to satisfy the SD 
requirement for imports into the United States.   
 
The U.S. is also a member of the IATTC, and required under the Tunas Convention Act of 1950 
(TCA; 16 U.S.C. 955) to implement recommendations adopted by IATTC.  IATTC has 
mandated a trade tracking program for frozen BET, which the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) has implemented for shipments of frozen BET from the Pacific Ocean. 
 
Dealers who internationally trade SBT are required to participate in a trade tracking program 
implemented by the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT).  This 
facilitates enforcement of ICCAT’s BFT CD program by ensuring that imported Atlantic and 
Pacific BFT will not be intentionally mislabeled as SBT in order to circumvent reporting 
requirements.  This action is authorized under ATCA, which provides for the promulgation of 
regulations as may be necessary and appropriate to carry out ICCAT recommendations.  
 
In addition to SD, CD, and RXC requirements, this collection includes biweekly reports to 
complement trade tracking SDs by summarizing SD data and collecting additional economic 
information.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
  
Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Reports and Tagging 
NMFS uses the information collected in this portion of the reporting package to monitor U.S. 
landings of Atlantic BFT in relation to the assigned quota, thereby ensuring that the United 
States complies with its international obligations to ICCAT.  In addition, provisions of domestic 
regulations such as time/area closures, fishing seasons, and subquotas by gear type and/or user 
group are monitored through these reporting instruments.  The data collected are also used to 
assess the status of the BFT resources.  Data reports are reviewed by ICCAT annually, and 
provide the basis for ICCAT management recommendations that become binding on member 
nations.  
 
This portion of the package describes daily Atlantic BFT daily reporting requirements.  First, 
uniquely numbered tail tags must be affixed to each Atlantic BFT purchased from a fisherman. 
These tag numbers must be recorded on the Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Report, the Atlantic 
BFT IBQ Electronic Landing Report, and the Atlantic BFT Domestic Biweekly Dealer Landing 
and Trade Report (discussed below).  Domestic landings of Pacific BFT are not recorded under 
this collection, and the use of tail tags is optional for trade of Pacific BFT.  Second, the Atlantic 
BFT Daily Landing Report is used for daily, real-time quota monitoring.  Dealers must FAX 
these reports to NMFS within 24 hours of purchasing an Atlantic BFT.  Finally, because of the 
recent development of an individual bluefin quota (IBQ) management system (RIN 0648-BC09), 
dealers must also submit an Atlantic BFT Daily IBQ Electronic Landing Report, but only for 
purchases of Atlantic BFT from purse seine or pelagic longline vessels.       

http://www.thecre.com/fedlaw/fedfra2a.htm
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Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Report (FAX) 
The following information is collected: 

1) Dealer name and permit number; 
2) Date the fish was landed; 
3) Gear type used to capture the BFT - used for estimating catch per unit effort as part of 

stock assessment; 
4) Length and weight of fish & measurement method (curved or straight length / round or 

dressed weight) - used to determine age of fish and population structure; weight used for 
quota management; 

5) Tail tag number - identifies fish and provides cross reference with biweekly report, and is 
used in place of CD validation; 

6) Area caught - provides information on spatial and temporal distribution of fish and 
fishing, and aids in enforcement of area closures; 

7) Port landed - identifies principal ports for the fishery, temporal distribution of fish, and 
aids in enforcement; 

8) Fisherman and vessel name, permit number and signature - provides vessel permit 
enforcement information. 

 
Atlantic BFT Daily IBQ Electronic Landing Report (for purchases from pelagic longline or 
purse seine vessels only) 
The following information is collected; 

1) Vessel name; 
2) Length and weight of bluefin tuna purchased;  
3) Size class and number of all bluefin tuna discarded by vessel during trip; 
4) Tail tag number for bluefin tuna purchased; 
5) PIN for vessel IBQ account to verify purchase. 

 
Atlantic BFT Biweekly Landing & Trade Reports 
NMFS uses biweekly reports to monitor Atlantic BFT landings and to track the trade of Atlantic 
BFT.  Information on the purchase, sale, and disposition of Atlantic BFT is collected.  The 
following information is collected on the Atlantic BFT Biweekly Dealer Landing and Trade 
Report: 

1) Biweekly reporting period; 
2) Dealer name, Atlantic Tunas Dealer permit number, and name of person filling out 

report; 
3) Date of landing; 
4) Vessel permit I.D. number - used for enforcement purposes; 
5) Tail tag number - used to identify the fish and cross-reference with daily landing report 

and BFT SD; 
6) Weight of the fish (round or dressed) - used to cross-reference daily landing report 

information and collect economic information; 
7) Nature of sale (dockside or consignment) - used in assessing the relative importance of 

the Japanese and U.S. domestic markets; 
8) Price per pound - important for evaluating economic characteristics of the fishery; 
9) Quality rating - assists in determining how regulations affect price of BFT; and 
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10) Destination of fish (domestic, import, export, or re-export) - used for assessing 
importance of foreign market, cross-referencing export data, and identifying variables 
that can affect all markets. 

 
Non-BFT Electronic Landing Reports (e-Dealer Reporting) 
Since January 2013, NMFS has required electronic reporting by all federally-permitted Atlantic 
HMS dealers (both in the Southeast and Northeast regions) for Atlantic SWO, BAYS tunas, and 
Atlantic sharks.  This includes both positive and negative reports.  Swordfish, shark, and BAYS 
tunas dealers must submit an electronic report for each trip that they purchase of these species 
from a vessel.  At a minimum, electronic reports (including negative reports) must be submitted 
weekly. Electronic dealer reports collected through other Atlantic reporting systems (Standard 
Atlantic Fisheries Information System (SAFIS), trip tickets, etc.) are automatically sent to the 
HMS e-Dealer system and fulfill HMS weekly electronic reporting requirements.  In addition, 
NMFS requires Atlantic HMS dealers to provide a current e-mail address where communications 
with dealers can be made through the HMS e-Dealer system. HMS dealers may submit their e-
mail address via e-mail, fax, or phone. Dealers are also requested to provide a contact number in 
case there are any questions regarding their e-mail address. 
   
The information collected through the electronic reporting system is used to account for 
domestic landings of managed species; track landings against Atlantic swordfish, BAYS tuna, 
and Atlantic shark quotas; and assess stocks of these species.  This information may be submitted 
in conjunction with non-HMS species purchased during the same reporting period, thus reducing 
the reporting burden on dealers. If no HMS, or other federally-managed species, are purchased or 
accepted during the specified reporting period, a negative report must still be filed.  This 
requirement clarifies for NMFS whether or not a report is pending from the dealer for the 
reporting period. The following information is required in the HMS electronic landing report:  

1) Dealer information (including dealer name, dealer contact information, and dealer permit 
numbers); 

2) Species-specific information (including which species purchased/accepted, state landed, 
grade and market information, purchase price and/or total sale information, weight of fish 
purchased by species, and information on shark fins); 

3) Vessel information (including date landed, vessel documentation number, fishing vessel 
name (if applicable) the area where the fish was caught, fishing vessel logbook number, 
Southeast observer log identification, gear types used, name of port where fish landed, 
and trip number); 

4) Report information (including date and time submitted and disposition of product); 
5) Dealer explanations (including information regarding late reporting, modified data, and 

whether or not shark fins were naturally attached, and explanation for no fishing logbook 
ID, if applicable); 

6) Negative reports (including the date and time submitted). 
 
Voluntary Fishing Vessel and Catch Form 
In order to assist dealers in completing the HMS Non-BFT Electronic Landing Report, NMFS 
has developed a voluntary form that dealers can obtain via the electronic reporting system and 
give to fishermen.  Dealers can ask fisherman from whom they obtain fish to complete the form 
and return it to them. Otherwise, dealers would need to follow up with fishermen to collect 
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required information in their electronic HMS dealer reports. This provides a convenient tool for 
fishermen to convey catch information to HMS dealers, who are required to include such 
information in their HMS e-Dealer reports.  The following types of information can be collected 
by the dealers on this form: 

1) Fishing vessel trip information (contact name, phone number, and e-mail address; fishing 
vessel name and fishing vessel documentation number); 

2) Date HMS were offloaded; 
3) Indication if any landings came from the Atlantic shark research fishery;  
4) Southeast Observer log ID number (if applicable); 
5) Fishing vessel logbook ID number (or explanation if no logbook available); 
6) Species landed (check from list); 
7) Area where HMS were caught (fishermen can provide grid area code from included 

map); 
8) Gear used to land HMS (select from list). 

 
HMS Trade Biweekly Report 
NMFS monitors international trade of BFT, SBT, frozen BET, and SWO on a biweekly basis.  
This information is used to cross-check and verify SD data (discussed below), as well as obtain 
economic information that is essential for domestic management policy and rulemaking with 
respect to management impacts on prices.  The following information is required on the HMS 
Trade Biweekly Report: 

1) Dealer Name; 
2) HMS International Trade Permit number; 
3) Contact name and phone number; 
4) Report time period; 
5) For each shipment/fish: 

a.  Species 
b.  Statistical document and re-export certificate (if applicable) number - cross checks 
trade documentation; 
c.  Entry number from U.S. customs form 7501 (import only) - allows for cross check of 
trade data with customs data; 
d.  Date of import or export; 
e.  Total weight of shipment (import only) - cross check with trade data; 
f.  Condition (fresh or frozen) and product form (round, headed, gutted, steaks, fillets, 
loins, dressed) - used to assess how regulations and other factors affect ex-vessel prices 
and gross revenues; 
g.  Weight of each fish (if available) - used to estimate gross revenues and cross-check 
trade data; 
h.  Price per kilogram - used to evaluate the status of the market and gross revenues; 
i.  State/landing document # - cross check used for non-government validation; 
j.  Tag number (if applicable) - cross checked with trade data for verification;  
k.  Destination of fish (import, domestic, export, re-export) - cross checks with trade data 
and customs data. 
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Catch Documents, Statistical Documents, and Re-export Certificates  
Original CDs and SDs must accompany each export from, or import into, the United States, and 
must stay with a shipment until it reaches its final destination.  Covered species include Atlantic 
BFT, Pacific BFT, SBT, swordfish, and frozen BET.  If the shipment is re-exported, then a RXC 
may also be required.  NMFS collects the documents and forwards the information to ICCAT or 
IATTC, which can then compare the data collected from all participating nations to cross-
reference and verify trade and landings data.  The program is designed to account for all trade of 
covered species.  Trade data may be cross-referenced with each nation’s landings quotas to help 
identify illegal or unreported landings. 

 
A CD or SD is considered complete and approved for import, export, or re-export if it is 
identified by a number assigned by the issuing government and has all of the required 
information recorded, and, if applicable, is validated (see below).  U.S. CDs and SDs are 
available from NMFS at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/itp/index.html to 
accompany exports from the United States.  Imports to the United States must be accompanied 
by a CD or SD issued by the flag country of the harvesting vessel.  If needed, foreign exporters 
may obtain unnumbered CDs or SDs from the appropriate website (www.iccat.int; 
www.iattc.org; www.ccsbt.org; www.iotc.org) to accompany exports to the United States; a 
document number must be assigned by the country issuing the CD or SD.  U.S. importers are 
required to complete the import section of the foreign CD or SD.   
 
The following information is required on all SDs and is used for tracking the product unless 
otherwise noted: 

1) The document number assigned by the country issuing the document; 
2) The name of the country issuing the document, which must be the country whose flag 

vessel harvested the fish, regardless of where it is first landed; 
3) The name of the vessel that caught the fish, the vessel's length, the vessel’s registration 

number, and ICCAT record number, if applicable; 
4) The point of export, which is the city, state or province, and country from which the fish 

is first exported; 
5) The product type (fresh or frozen), time of harvest (month/year), and product form 

(round, gilled and gutted, dressed, fillet, or other); 
6) The method of fishing used to harvest the fish (e.g., purse seine, trap, rod and reel) - used 

to gather socio-economic data on fishery regarding catch per sector; 
7) The ocean area from which the fish was harvested (i.e., western Atlantic, eastern Atlantic, 

Mediterranean, or Pacific); 
8) The weight of each fish (in kilograms for the same product form previously specified) or 

the net weight of each product type, as applicable; 
9) The name and license number of, and signature of the exporter and date in the exporter's          

certification block;  
10) The name and title of, and signature and date in the validation block by, the responsible 

government official of the country whose flag vessel caught the fish (regardless of where 
the fish are first landed) or by an official of an institution accredited by said government, 
with official government or accredited institution seal affixed, thus validating the 
information on the statistical document.  (NOTE:  Validation of an imported SD by a 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/itp/index.html
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government official is not required if NMFS waives the requirement following a 
recommendation of the ICCAT Secretariat.); and, 

11) If applicable, the name(s) and address(es), including the name of the city and state or 
province of import, and the name(s) of the intermediate country(ies) or the name of the 
country of final destination, and license number(s) of, and signature and date in the 
importer certification block by each intermediate dealer and final importer. 

 
Bluefin Tuna Catch Documents.  Bluefin Tuna CDs, to be deemed complete, in addition to the 
elements above, must also state: 

1) Whether the fish was farmed or captured; 
2) Identifying information regarding the owner of the trap that caught the fish or the farm 

from which the fish was taken, if applicable; 
3) The identifying tag number, if landed by vessels from countries with bluefin tuna 

CD tagging programs or tagged by a U.S. dealer under the Atlantic BFT tagging 
program; 

4) Documents for tagged fish do not have to be validated, except in the case of re-exports. 
 

Southern Bluefin Tuna SDs. Southern Bluefin Tuna SDs, to be deemed complete, in addition to 
the elements above, must also state the name and address of the processing establishment, if 
applicable. 
 
Bigeye Tuna SDs.  Bigeye Tuna SDs, to be deemed complete, in addition to the elements above, 
must also state: 

1) The name of the trap that caught the fish, if applicable; 
2) The net weight of product for each product type (in kilograms for the same product form 

previously specified). 
 
Swordfish SDs. Swordfish SDs, to be deemed complete, in addition to the elements above, must 
also certify by the exporter that the individual Atlantic swordfish included in the shipment are 
greater than 15 kilograms (33 lbs.) or if pieces, that the pieces were derived from a swordfish 
weighing more than 15 kilograms (33 lbs). 
 
The following information is required on all RXCs and is used for tracking the product unless 
otherwise noted: 

1) The document number assigned by the country issuing the document; 
2) The name of the country issuing the document, which must be the country through 

which the product is being re-exported; 
3) The point of re-export, which is the city, state, or province, and country from which the 

product was re-exported; 
4) The description of the fish product as imported, including the product type (fresh or 

frozen), product form (round, gilled and gutted, dressed, fillet, or other), the net weight, 
flag country of the vessel that harvested the fish in the shipment, and the date of import 
to the country from which it is being re-exported, and the original SD or CD number; 

5) The description of the fish product as re-exported, including the product type (fresh or 
frozen), product form (round, gilled and gutted, dressed, fillet, or other) and the net 
weight; 
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6) The name and license number (if applicable) of, and re-exporter’s signature and date in 
the re-exporter's certification block; 

7) If applicable, the name and title of, and be signed and dated in the validation block by, a 
responsible government official of the re-exporting country appearing on the certificate, 
or by an official of an institution accredited by said government, with official 
government or accredited institution seal affixed, thus validating the information on the 
re-export certificate. (NOTE:  Validation of a RXC by a government official is not 
required if NMFS waives the requirement based on a recommendation from the ICCAT 
Secretariat.);   

8) If applicable, the name(s) and address(es), including the name of the city and state or 
province of import, and the name(s) of the intermediate country(ies) or the name of the 
country of final destination, and license number(s) of, intermediate and final exporters, 
signed and dated in the importer's certification block. 

 
Bluefin Tuna RXCs.  Bluefin Tuna RXCs, to be deemed complete, in addition to the elements 
described above must also state whether the fish for re-export was farmed, and the name and 
address of the farm, if applicable. 
 
Validation - NMFS has worked with ICCAT with the intent of minimizing the public reporting 
burden for the government validation requirement.  ICCAT/IATTC require that CDs, SDs, and 
RXCs be validated by a government institution at export.   For example, in the United States, 
Atlantic BFT are tagged when landed, and the numbered tag stays with the carcass.  ICCAT and 
U.S. regulations exempt tagged fish from validation requirements since the BFT data associated 
with the tag number must be provided to NMFS and can be tracked.  In addition, NMFS has 
instituted a validation service which is available on a 24 hour/7 day per week basis to 
accommodate the requirement for government validation of RXC’s covering products being re-
exported from the United States.  NMFS may also authorize non-governmental industry partners 
to validate CDs, once they have met the necessary requirements.  The entity must apply for 
authorization in writing to NMFS, and indicate the procedures to be used for verification of 
information to be validated, list the names, addresses, and phone/fax numbers of individuals to 
perform validation, and provide an example of the stamp or seal to be applied to the statistical 
document or re-export certificate.  Upon approval, NMFS will issue a letter specifying the 
duration of effectiveness and conditions of authority for validation.  Authorization must be 
renewed annually. 
 
Although the information collection described above is not expected to be disseminated directly 
to the public, it may be used to develop or review fishery management plans and associated 
regulatory documents, and is therefore subject to NOAA’s Information Quality Guidelines.  
NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  See response to Question10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications. Should NMFS decide to disseminate the  
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information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Catch Documents; Statistical Documents; and Re-export Certificates: 
SDs and RXCs under this collection are electronically fillable. Fillable forms for U.S. exports are 
available on the NMFS website (http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/itp/index.html). 
These may be emailed or faxed to NMFS.  However, original paper documents must accompany 
the product.  Bluefin tuna CDs are individually numbered, and NMFS does not yet have the 
ability to provide electronic access to pre-numbered forms.  Electronic submission of all trade 
forms is being investigated domestically.  In addition, the United States is pursuing development 
of electronic trade monitoring programs among regional fishery management organizations.   
 
Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Reports: 
BFT daily landing reports are required to be submitted via FAX, and some validation is provided 
via FAX.  For Atlantic BFT purchased from Longline and Purse seine category vessels, dealers 
must submit an electronic version of the BFT daily landing report to support the management of 
IBQ shares.  This will enable feasibility tests to be conducted regarding integrating data fields on 
the Atlantic BFT Daily and Biweekly Landing Reports into the e-Dealer reporting system.   
 
Atlantic Swordfish, Sharks, and BAYS Tunas Electronic Landing Reports (e-Dealer): 
HMS dealers of Atlantic swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas are required to report to NMFS 
using an electronic reporting system (e-Dealer).  The availability of electronic form submissions 
reduces the overall cost and administrative burden to the public by providing access to electronic 
forms that can be completed on the computer and submitted electronically.  The electronic 
reporting system for Atlantic swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas is available through the current 
SAFIS website based system (http://safis.accsp.org/), the Southeast electronic reporting system 
built and maintained by Bluefin Data LLC, an HMS-only system housed in the ACCSP 
environment, and through a customized electronic system used by large Atlantic Coast dealers, 
which is managed by the Northeast Fisheries Science Center.  This reduces the need for dealers 
to report to multiple programs and reduces duplication of reporting (see also response to 
Question 4). 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The impacts of the reporting requirements were analyzed prior to implementation through 
rulemaking processes including public review.  In addition, a Federal Register Notice announced 
the extension of this reporting package.  No duplicative efforts were identified and considerable 
effort has been put forth to utilize existing reporting systems and thereby avoid duplication.  The 
HMS Management Division of NMFS works closely with other NMFS offices on reporting and 
permitting issues, and ensures that reporting regulations are not duplicative.  Although daily and 
weekly landing reports, reporting forms, and SDs may include some of the same data fields, this 
information is necessary to cross reference and cross check reports.  NMFS has attempted to 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/itp/index.html
http://safis.accsp.org/
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combine SDs with other reporting requirements into a single form in the past; however, ICCAT 
did not approve the use of forms other than those developed specifically by ICCAT.  NMFS has 
combined its electronic reporting system for Atlantic swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas with 
the other three main electronic reporting systems used in the Greater Atlantic and Southeast 
regions in order to reduce the number of places dealers must report.  In addition, the United 
States is participating in discussions through regional fishery management organizations to 
determine ways of using technology to reduce paperwork and improve the efficacy of trade 
monitoring programs. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Small businesses will be the respondents of this data collection and this collection will not have a 
significant impact on them.  As described in Question 4, reporting requirements have been 
condensed as much as possible.  In addition, electronic dealer reporting has been implemented, 
as discussed in Questions 3 and 4. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Atlantic BFT Landing Reports and Tagging - If reporting were conducted less frequently or not 
conducted at all, the United States could overharvest its internationally approved BFT quota, and 
would fall out of compliance with its international obligations under ICCAT, in violation of 
ATCA.  In addition, the status of the resource would be indeterminable since approximately 55 
percent of the western Atlantic BFT Total Allowable Catch is allocated for landing by U.S. 
fishermen.  Inefficient quota monitoring or altogether loss of monitoring could result in over-
harvest of the ICCAT-recommended U.S. BFT quota, which would violate obligations under 
ICCAT and ATCA.  Furthermore, it would be impossible for the United States to formulate 
domestic policy consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act, which is based on sound socio-
economic and biological data and analyses.  If BFT landings data were not included in the IBQ 
electronic reporting system, then NMFS would not be able to implement individual bluefin tuna 
quotas that were included as a management measure in Amendment 7 to the 2006 Consolidated 
HMS FMP.   These quotas are awarded to individual pelagic longline and purse seine vessels and 
most of the pelagic longline quotas are less than one metric ton (mt).  Timely and accurate 
electronic IBQ monitoring is vital for IBQ accounting purposes and thus, for implementation of 
the IBQ program. 
 
 Atlantic Swordfish, Sharks, and BAYS Electronic Landing Reports (e-Dealer) - The previous 
reporting frequency of two weeks, with an additional 10 days to submit reports, did not provide 
timely data for species with small quotas, such as Atlantic sharks.  Thus, in order to effectively 
monitor quotas, NMFS determined that more frequent reporting was needed for Atlantic 
swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas.  In 2013, NMFS implemented an electronic reporting 
system to streamline dealer reporting and allow for dealer data to be collected in a more real-time 
basis as described under Question 2 and to be consistent with reporting in both the Greater 
Atlantic and Southeast regions.  Inefficient quota monitoring or altogether loss of monitoring 
could result in over-harvest of the ICCAT-recommended U.S. swordfish quota, which would 
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violate obligations under ICCAT and ATCA.  Over-harvest of HMS quotas (including sharks) 
could negatively impact stocks and the fishing industry, and violate the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  
Lastly, this information is necessary for the development of domestic policy, since it provides 
socio-economic and biological data upon which policy decisions are based. 
 
Catch Documents, Statistical Documents, and Re-export Certificates - If this information 
collection were not conducted, the United States would be out of compliance with its 
international obligations under ICCAT and IATTC, in violation of ATCA and TCA, 
respectively.  
 
Without the authorization of non-government validation, NMFS would be required to 
individually validate each export and re-export, which would impose a greater reporting burden 
on industry.  If authorization were not renewed annually, in the same manner that dealer and 
vessel permits are annually renewed, NMFS would not be able to effectively monitor 
implementation of the trade program. 
 
Voluntary Fishing Vessel and Catch Form – This is a voluntary form that fishermen could 
leave with HMS dealers to help with their required electronic dealer reports.  If this information 
were not collected via the form, dealers would need to follow up with fishermen to collect 
required information in their electronic HMS dealer reports. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The frequency with which data are collected in this package is inconsistent with OMB guidelines 
that respondents should not be required to report information more often than quarterly. To 
accurately monitor the domestic quota allocation among a diverse group of users, Atlantic BFT, 
swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas landings data must be collected on a real-time basis (or as 
close to real-time as possible).  Failure to maintain the reporting frequency as described under 
Question 2 could jeopardize the agency’s ability to close fisheries prior to exceeding a quota.  
(See Question 6 also regarding reporting frequency).  
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on February 10, 2015 (80 FR 7418) solicited public 
comment regarding the renewal of this information collection.  All of the reporting requirements 
covered under this collection were established via the federal rulemaking process which required 
analyses of the impacts of the permits and provided an opportunity for public comment.  In 
addition, the HMS Advisory Panel meets twice annually to provide input on HMS regulatory and 
operations programs.  Copies of the February 10, 2015, Federal Register notice soliciting public 
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comment on this collection were distributed in person to affected constituents at the March 2015 
HMS Advisory Panel meeting.   Follow-up e-mail reminders were then sent to those constituents 
on April 9, 2015.   
 
Two comments were received.  One comment indicated that the HMS dealer reporting burden 
estimates provided in the Federal Register notice were accurate.  The other comment indicated 
that weekly e-dealer reporting estimates were too low because fish prices are not always known 
at the time of landing, and dealers must go back to every report to put in the correct prices.  
 
NMFS appreciates these comments and agrees that, for some HMS dealers, the estimate of 15 
minutes per e-dealer response is too low.  In particular, high volume dealers and dealers who 
utilize a “file upload” version of the e-dealer system would experience a longer response time.   
 
For 2014, NMFS has determined that 1,792 reports (out of a total of 140,940 reports) were 
submitted utilizing the “file upload” version of the e-dealer system.  This equates to 
approximately 1.27% of all reports.  For these reports, a response time of 30 minutes is being 
assigned (instead of 15 minutes used for non-“file upload” version reporting).  Additionally, this 
number is being rounded up to 2,050 reports to account for 2-3 high volume dealers.  
 
The commenter also indicated that the current e-dealer system should have built-in defaults (for 
example, pre-filled fields) for the user to save time.  Their company is in the process of 
integrating all necessary information to fulfill state, Federal, and regional reporting requirements 
so that they can submit their dealer reports directly from initial fish weigh-in information.  
NMFS intends to follow-up on the suggestion for built-in defaults and, if feasible, will consider 
the potential for adopting them at a future time.  NMFS is also working with the commenter to 
better accommodate their proprietary software for dealer reporting.    
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are to be offered as part of this information collection. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Pursuant to Section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, as amended in 2007, and consistent 
with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 (Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics),  NMFS does 
not release confidential information submitted in compliance with provisions of the MSA, other 
than in aggregate form and under circumstances required or authorized by law.  Whenever data 
are requested or released to the general public, NOAA ensures that information on the financial 
business activity of a dealer is not identified. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No information of a sensitive nature is requested in this collection of information. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
For this collection, there are 9,585 respondents, 169,196 responses and 39,961 hours 
(responses and hours totals added from Tables 3 and 4).  Total annual labor costs are 
$599,415.   
 
Burden hours associated with each reporting instrument are given in Table 1 and estimation of 
burden hours is discussed below by reporting requirement.  All reports covered by this collection 
are required to be kept by the dealer for a period of 2 years.  The burden hour estimate for each 
report includes the time required for filing and storing reports.   
 

Table 1.  Burden estimates for each reporting instrument included in this collection, 
 

 
The universe of respondents for this collection is identified in Table 2, and includes the following: 
all U.S. dealers importing or exporting BFT, frozen BET, SWO, or SBT (HMS International 
Trade Permit holders); U.S. Atlantic dealers that purchase Atlantic SWO, BAYS tuna, or sharks; 
all dealers purchasing BFT; and non-government institutions requesting validation authorization.  
Finally, an estimated number of international dealers is provided, because burden hours must be 
calculated for international respondents as well as domestic respondents.  International dealers 

 
Reporting Requirement 

 
Burden  

 
Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Reports 

 
0.03 hrs (2 mins.) 

 
Tagging (for BFT domestic landing reporting) 

 
0.02 hrs (1 min.) 

 
Atlantic BFT IBQ Daily Electronic Landing Reports (for 
landings from purse seine & pelagic longline vessels) 

 
0.02 hrs (1 min.) 

 
HMS Electronic Landing Reports (e-Dealer) 

 
0.25 hrs (15 mins.) 

 
HMS Electronic Landing Reports (e-Dealer) “file upload” 
version 

 
0.50 hrs (30 mins.) 

Weekly Negative Reports (e-Dealer) 0.08 hrs (5 mins.) 

Submission of e-mail address (e-Dealer) 0.02 hrs (1 min.) 

Biweekly Landing & Trade Reports 0.25 hrs (15 mins.)  
 
Catch Document (CD); Statistical Document (SD); or Re-export 
Certificate (RXC) (includes all steps from export to import) 

 
0.08 hrs (5 mins.) 

 
CD/SD/RXC validation by govt. official 

 
0.25 hrs (15 mins.) 

Authorization for non-government validation 2 hours (120 mins.) 

Voluntary Fishing Vessel and Catch Form 0.25 hrs (15 mins.) 
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impacted by this collection include exporters that must fill out statistical documents and obtain 
validation prior to exporting a shipment to the United States.  The number of international dealer 
respondents was calculated by identifying the number of countries exporting BET (31), BFT, 
(16), SBT (5) or SWO (28) to the United States, and assuming that there were approximately 10 
active exporters per country.  This information was obtained from: 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/commercial-fisheries/foreign-trade/applications/monthly-product-
by-countryassociation.   
 

Table 2 Estimated total number of respondents for this collection 
 
Respondent Type  

 
Number* 

 
HMS International Trade Permits  

 
253  

 
Shark Dealer Permits 

 
96 

Swordfish Dealer Permits  
195 

 
Tuna Dealer Permits (BFT, BAYS or both), 
includes: 
        BAYS only dealers   
        BFT only dealers  
        BAYS and BFT dealers  

 
 

79 
32 

308 
 
International Dealers 

 
800  

HMS commercially permitted fishermen 
(submitting voluntary fishing vessel and catch 
form) 

7,812 

 
Non-government Institutions for Validation 

 
10  

 
TOTAL  

 
9,585 

*numbers of Shark, Swordfish, and Tuna Dealer permits, International Trade permits, 
 and HMS commercial fishing permits are based upon 2014 data (Source. 2014 Atlantic  
HMS SAFE Report). 

 
Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Reports and Tagging  
Atlantic BFT daily landing reports must be submitted to NMFS by FAX within 24 hours of 
purchase for each Atlantic BFT purchased by a dealer from a vessel, and each of those fish must 
be tagged. For Atlantic BFT purchased from Longline and Purse seine category vessels, dealers 
must also submit an Atlantic BFT IBQ Electronic Landing Report to support the management of 
IBQ shares. The burden associated with the Atlantic BFT daily landing report is estimated based 
upon the number of BFT landed in 2014 (2,923, and rounded to 3,000), as provided by the HMS 
Management Division in Gloucester, MA ((3,000 reports * 2 min./report)/60 = 100 hours).   
 
Estimation of biweekly reporting for Atlantic BFT dealers is based upon the number of 
reports submitted in 2014 ((250 reports * 15 min./report)/60 = 62.5 hours). As described in the 
responses to Questions 2 and 6, dealers must also submit an Atlantic BFT IBQ Electronic 
Landing Report for landings from pelagic longline and purse seine vessels.  About 50% of BFT 

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/commercial-fisheries/foreign-trade/applications/monthly-product-by-countryassociation
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/commercial-fisheries/foreign-trade/applications/monthly-product-by-countryassociation
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landings come from pelagic longline and purse seine vessels; thus, there will be an additional one 
minute for each of 1,500 reports, resulting in an added burden of 25 hours. These estimates are 
provided in Table 3. 
 
Non-BFT Landings Reports (e-Dealer) 
Non-BFT landings reports are to be submitted to NMFS through electronic dealer reporting 
systems.  The burden associated with these reporting activities, in addition to a voluntary form 
that fishermen may fill out and leave with HMS dealers for their electronic dealer reports, are 
summarized in Table 3, and explained in detail below.  
 
Swordfish, shark, and BAYS tunas dealers must submit an electronic report for each trip that they 
purchase of these species from a vessel.  At a minimum, electronic reports (including negative 
reports) must be submitted weekly. Electronic dealer reports collected through other Atlantic 
reporting systems (SAFIS, trip tickets, etc.) are automatically sent to the HMS e-Dealer system 
and fulfill HMS weekly electronic reporting requirements.  The individual reporting burden for 
persons issued an Atlantic swordfish, shark, and/or BAYS tuna dealer permit varies, depending 
upon the number of trips a dealer purchases.  At a minimum, it is one hour per month (15 
minutes/report * 4 reports/month), or 12 hours per year.  The response burden for each report is 
estimated at 15 minutes per report, except that dealers utilizing the “file upload” version of the e-
dealer system are estimated to need 30 minutes per report.  Based upon the number of electronic 
reports submitted in 2014 by swordfish, shark, and BAYS tunas dealers, and received through the 
e-Dealer system (140,940 responses), the annual reporting burden is estimated at 35,748 hours 
((138,890 responses * 15 minutes)/60 + (2,050 responses * 30 minutes)/60 minutes = 35,748 
hours).   
 
These burden estimates assume that permitted swordfish, shark, and BAYS tunas dealers would 
report purchases of each trip landing Atlantic swordfish, sharks, and/or BAYS tunas and other 
species.  If no trips are purchased during a weekly reporting period, a negative report must be 
filed.  Negative reports are estimated to take 5 minutes to complete and send to NMFS.  The 
number of negative reports is based upon the number of negative e-Dealer reports submitted to 
NMFS in 2014. NMFS also requires Atlantic HMS dealers to provide an e-mail address where 
communications with dealers can be made through the HMS e-Dealer system. HMS dealers may 
submit their e-mail address via e-mail, fax, or phone.  From 2007 to 2014, the total number of 
HMS dealers has fluctuated from 659 (in 2009) to 761 (in 2007).  During that period, the largest 
increase in the number of HMS dealers between any two years (2009 – 2010) was 43.  Thus, 
NMFS estimates that up to 43 new HMS dealers annually may need to provide their e-mail 
address. This requirement is estimated to take approximately one minute.   
 
Voluntary Vessel and Catch Form 
Fishermen may also fill out a voluntary form to provide dealers with fishing vessel and Atlantic 
swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas catch information.  This form would take fishermen 
approximately 15 minutes to complete and would be completed on a trip basis.  In 2014, 10,445 
trips landed HMS and were reported through the e-Dealer system.  Thus, NMFS estimates that 
10,445 forms would be filled out by fishermen for a total of 2,612 burden hours per year (10,445 
forms by 15 minutes). 
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Biweekly Landing & Trade Reports 
The international trade biweekly reporting requirements for this collection occur on the HMS 
Trade Biweekly Dealer Report.  Estimation of burden hours associated with this form was 
calculated by multiplying the number of responses submitted to the NSIL in Pascagoula, MS in 
2014 (1,958 reports (rounded to 2,000)) by the estimated burden per response (15 minutes).  The 
estimation of burden hours associated with the Atlantic BFT Biweekly Landing and Trade Report 
was calculated by multiplying the number of responses submitted to the HMS Management 
Division in Gloucester, MA in 2014 (249 reports (rounded to 250)) by the estimated burden per 
response (15 minutes). 
 
Non-governmental Validation 
Non-government institutions may apply for authorization to validate statistical documents or re-
export certificates by applying in writing, indicating the procedures to be used for verification of 
information to be validated, the names and contact information of individuals that will perform 
the validation, and an example of the stamp or seal applied to the statistical document or re-export 
certificate.  Authorizations must be renewed on an annual basis.  In the past, one institution has 
been provided with validation authority for Pacific BFT.  With the increase in need for validation 
based on the recent expansion of SD programs, it is estimated that approximately 9 other 
institutions may apply for this authority for a total of 10.  Preparing the necessary application is 
expected to take approximately 2 hours.  Total burden hours are given in Table 3.   
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Table 3.  Domestic dealer reporting activities for this collection. 

 
Instrument or Activity 

 
Responses 

 
Burden (hrs.) 
per response 

 
Burden 
(hrs) 

 
Domestic BFT Landing & Trade Reports 
 
Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Report  3,000 

 
2 minutes 

 
100 

 
Atlantic BFT IBQ Daily Electronic Landing Report 
(for landings from purse seine & longline vessels)  

1,500 
 

1 minute 
 

25 

 
Atlantic BFT Landing Tag  3,000 

 
1 minute 

 
50 

 
Atlantic BFT Biweekly  Landing and Trade Report  

 
250 

 
15 minutes 

 
63 

 
Other HMS Landing & Trade Reports 

 
HMS Trade Biweekly Report  

 
 

2,000 

 
 

15 minutes 

 
 

500 
 
HMS Electronic Landing Report for Swordfish, 
Sharks, & BAYS Tuna (e-Dealer)  

 
138,890 

 
15 minutes 

 
34,723 

 
HMS Electronic Landing Report for Swordfish, 
Sharks, & BAYS Tuna (e-Dealer) “file upload” 
version 

 
2,050 

 
30 minutes 

 
1,025 

 
HMS Weekly Negative Reports (e-Dealer)  
 

 
7,300 

 
5 minutes 

 
608 

Submission of e-mail address (for new HMS 
dealers)  43 1 minute 1 

Voluntary Form for Fishermen    

Fishing Vessel and Catch Form   10,445 15 minutes 2,611 

Validation Authorization 
 
Non-governmental validation authorization  

 
10 

 
120 minutes 

 
20 

 
TOTAL  

 
168,488 

 
 

 
39,726 

 
Total reporting burden for Atlantic BFT domestic reporting, all landings reports (including 
negative reports), voluntary forms, and non-governmental authorization for statistical document 
validation is estimated at 168,488 responses and 39,726 hours with an estimated opportunity cost 
of $15/hour.  This results in approximate labor costs of $595,890.  
 
Catch Documents, Statistical Documents, and Re-export Certificates 
Burden estimates for CDs, SDs, RXCs, and validation are calculated in Table 4.  The annual 
number of shipments by species for BFT, frozen BET, SBT, and SWO for each trade activity 
(import/export/re-export) for 2014 was provided by NMFS’s Fishery Statistics Division 
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(http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/commercial-fisheries/foreign-trade/applications/monthly-product-
by-countryassociation), and is derived from U.S. Customs data.   
 
ICCAT requires that exports (including some re-exports) associated with its SD programs are 
validated.  This validation requirement is implemented by either tagging each fish in a shipment 
and maintaining the necessary records, or obtaining verification from a government official or 
their designee.  The tagging option is currently available for Atlantic and Pacific BFT (Atlantic 
BFT are tagged upon landing (see above)).  A FAX-in system is available for all other validation, 
whereby a dealer faxes a complete document to a NMFS contractor, and the document is returned 
to the dealer with the necessary validation stamp in place and a document number.  
 
Table 4.  International dealer trade reporting burden estimates for bigeye tuna (BET), bluefin tuna 
(BFT), southern bluefin tuna (SBT) and swordfish (SWO) statistical documents (SD), re-export 
certificates (RXC), and shipment certification.  Estimates are given by species for imports (I), 
exports (E) and re-exports (R)) and by coast (Atlantic - A, Pacific - P) for bluefin tuna. 

 
Activity 

 
# of CDs, 
SDs, or RXCs  
(based on # of 
shipments for 
2014) 

 
SD/RXC 
Response 
Hourly Burden 
5 min  per form) 
(less than 1 hour 
total rounded up to 
1 hour) 

 
Validation Burden 

(15 min. per 
shipment) 

 
 

TOTAL 
HOURS 

 
Domestic 

 
Foreign 

 
BET (frozen)  
I  7 1  2 3 
E  13 1 3  4 
R  13 1 3  4 
 
BFT (Atlantic/Pacific) 
I (A)  80 7  20 27 
E (A)  44 4 N/A1  4 
R (A)  5 1 1  2 
I (P)  77 7  20 27 
E (P)  44 4 11  15 

R (P)  5 1 1  2 
 
SBT 
I  16 2  4 6 
E  14 2 4  6 
R  2 1 1  2 
 
SWO 
I 319 27  80 107 
E 43 4 11  15 
R 26 3 7  10 
TOTALS 708 66 42 126 234 

        1: Domestically landed BFT are required to be tagged, which is used for certification of exports.   
Burden hours are calculated under the domestic portion of this collection (Table 3).   

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/commercial-fisheries/foreign-trade/applications/monthly-product-by-countryassociation
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/commercial-fisheries/foreign-trade/applications/monthly-product-by-countryassociation
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 The total burden associated with catch and statistical documents, re-export certificates, and 
 validation is estimated at 708 responses and 234 hours.  Using $15/hour as the opportunity cost, 
 the reporting labor cost for these documents is estimated at $3,510. 

 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Total annual capital and recordkeeping/reporting costs are estimated at $12,433 (excluding 
the value of burden hours discussed in Question 12). 
 
Costs for the public resulting from this collection include the cost of submitting reports to NMFS 
either electronically, via U.S. mail, or via FAX.  Electronic submission will not result in any 
additional cost to the public, except that new HMS dealers would have to purchase a computer 
and/or internet access if they do not already possess these as part of their regular business 
operations.  Forms and tags are provided free of charge.  Mailing costs are estimated in Table 5.  
In addition, non-government institutions approved for validating exports would spend 
approximately $10 for a validation stamp and total costs are estimated in Table 5.  
 
If new HMS dealers do not already have internet access and/or computers to conduct daily 
business, then they would need to purchase a computer and internet access in order to comply 
with electronic dealer reporting requirements for Atlantic BAYS, swordfish, and sharks.  Because 
approximately 94 percent of businesses have at least one computer (Small Business 
Administration, 2010) with 95 percent of those possessing a computer also having internet access, 
most dealers are assumed to already have a computer and internet access as part of their regular 
business operations.  The most inexpensive computer that would support the new system may 
have an average, one-time cost of $615 (Worthen, 2010).  Internet service rates may vary 
depending on a variety of factors.  A report by the Small Business Administration (SBA) Office 
of Advocacy (2010) indicated that businesses pay an average of $110 per month for internet 
service, with most paying between $50 and $99 per month.  Therefore, if a new HMS dealer 
needed to purchase a computer, it would be a one-time cost of $615.  The average annual cost 
would be $1,320 for internet services (assuming new dealers would pay the average monthly cost 
for internet services ($110/month) to support NMFS’s electronic reporting system ($110*12 
months=$1,320/year).  As such, during the first year, it would cost new HMS dealers $1,935 
($615 for computer + $1,320 for internet service) for a computer and internet services, assuming 
that the new HMS dealer does not already have a computer and internet access as part of their 
regular business operations.  After the first year, it would cost $1,320 a year for internet service.   
 
From 2007 to 2014, the total number of HMS dealers has fluctuated from 659 (in 2009) to 761 (in 
2007).  During that period, the largest increase in the number of HMS dealers between any two 
years (2009 – 2010) was 43.  Therefore, to estimate the number of new HMS dealers that would 
need to purchase internet access and/or purchase a computer, NMFS estimated the number of new 
HMS dealers that would already have a computer (43 new HMS dealers * 0.94=40 dealers) and 
businesses with computers that already have internet access (40 new HMS dealers * 0.95 = 38 
dealers).  Using these estimates, there would be approximately 2 new HMS dealers with 
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computers, but without internet (40 - 38 = 2) and 5 without computer and internet services (43 – 
38 = 5).  The annualized cost of computers for new HMS dealers would be $1,025 ($615 * 5 
dealers = $3,075; $3,075/3 years = $1,025).  Internet cost would be $1,320 per year, so the 
average capital and start-up costs for new HMS dealers would be $10,265 ($1,320 * (5 + 2) 
dealers = $9,240; $9,240 + $1,025 = $10,265), which is rounded up to $10,300.   
 
Table 5.  Costs to the public as a result of this collection, not including those associated with burden hours.  

 
Reporting Instrument 

 
Number of 
Responses 

 
Submission 

 
Total 
Cost 
($) 

 
Method 

 
Cost per 
Item ($) 

 
Atlantic BFT Daily Landing Report 

 
3,000 

 
FAX 

 
0.15 

 
450 

 
Atlantic BFT IBQ Daily Electronic 
Landing Report (for landings from purse 
seine & longline vessels)  

1,500 
 

electronic 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 

 
Atlantic BFT Landing Biweekly Report  

 
250 

 
mail 

 
0.49 

 
123 

Atlantic BFT Landing Tag  3,000 N/A N/A N/A 
 
HMS landings report (e-Dealer)  

 
140,940 

 
electronic N/A N/A 

 
HMS negative reporting (e-Dealer)  

 
7,300 

 
electronic N/A N/A 

 
Submission of e-mail address  (for new 
HMS dealers)  

 
43 

 
mail, 

electronic, or 
FAX* 

0.49 21 

Voluntary vessel and catch form  10,445 N/A N/A N/A 
 
HMS Trade Biweekly Dealer Report   

2,000 
 

Mail or 
electronic* 

 
0.49 

 
980 

 
CDs, SDs, & RXCs   

708 
 

Mail or 
electronic* 

 
0.49 

 
347 

Validation for CDs, SDs, & RXCs  Number of 
responses 

included in 
CDs, etc. 

(row above)  

FAX 0.15 107 

 
Non-governmental validation 
authorization (total cost includes 
$10/dealer for validation stamps)  

 
10 

 
mail 

 
0.49 

 
105 

 
TOTAL     

 
169,196 

 
 

 
2,133 

*If  mailed. 
 
Total annual recordkeeping/reporting costs are now $2,133.  
Total capital costs are $10,300. 
Total recordkeeping/reporting and capital costs are = $12,433.  
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14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Costs to the Federal government for this collection include the reproduction of documents and 
tags, and contracted validation services in addition to the initial cost to create the electronic 
reporting system for HMS dealers.  For domestic BFT reporting, daily landing reports, tags, and 
biweeklies must be reproduced.  Landing report books cost approximately $5.06/book and 
approximately 340 (number of dealers with Atlantic BFT permits) will be needed for a total of 
$1,720.  Tags cost approximately $.75 per tag and approximately 3,000 will be needed for a total 
of $2,250.  Since 2012, annual maintenance fees and enhancement costs associated with the 
electronic reporting system for Atlantic swordfish, sharks, and BAYS tunas have averaged 
$264,000 (including a major enhancement in FY 2015).  For international reporting, SDs, and 
RXCs must be reproduced.  At a cost of approximately $.13 per copy and a total number of 
approximately 708 the total cost would be approximately $92.  The average cost of validation 
services is $300 per month or approximately $3,600 per year. 
 
Total cost to the Federal government for the items listed above is $271,662 plus staff time.   
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Program Change: Submission of an email address for e-Dealer reporting responses decreased 
because it was a “one time” requirement for most HMS dealers.  This removes 873 responses, 30 
hours and $116. 
 
Adjustments: When available, actual 2014 data has been used to calculate the number of 
responses, number of respondents, and associated time and cost burden estimates.  In many cases, 
the new estimates differ substantially from previous estimates.  The primary reason for the 
difference is because previous estimates of the number of responses for HMS electronic landing 
reports (e-dealer), including negative reports and the voluntary vessel and catch form, utilized a 
method that multiplied the number of HMS dealers by the number of weekly annual reporting 
periods (48).  In practice, all permitted swordfish, shark, and BAYS tunas dealers must submit an 
electronic HMS landing report for each trip that they purchase (including trips that did not land 
HMS).   If HMS dealers did not purchase a trip during a weekly reporting period, a negative 
report must be filed.  This change in methodology (i.e., use of 2014 data) resulted in an increase 
of over 108,000 responses (HMS Electronic Landing Reports, Negative Reports, and Voluntary 
Vessel and Catch Forms).  Daily BFT Landing Reports and Tagging also showed a moderate 
increase.  Conversely, the use of 2014 data substantially decreased the number of responses for 
Atlantic BFT Biweekly Reports (- 8,096 responses); HMS Trade Biweekly Reports (- 4,580 
responses); and, CDs, SDs, and RXCs (- 7,621 responses).   
 
The number of respondents has increased primarily because of an increase in the number of 
permitted HMS dealers, and the number of actual trips landing HMS for which a Voluntary 
Vessel and Catch Form could be provided to a dealer.   
 
Total annual costs have decreased primarily because currently permitted HMS dealers already 
must have a computer and internet access as part of their regular business operations.  Thus, only 
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new HMS dealers that do not already possess a computer and/or internet access would be subject 
to these costs. 
 
Correction: The $10 cost for a validation stamp was overlooked in the last iteration of this ICR 
(included in cost description but not in total cost). This correction adds $100 in 
recordkeeping/reporting costs. 
 

Table 6. Program changes and adjustments 
Program change/Adjustment 

Category Previous New 
Estimates 

Program 
Adjustment 

Program 
Change 

Number of Respondents 7,061 9,585 + 2,524 0 
Number of Responses 78,942 169,196 + 91,127 -873 
Number of Burden Hours 18,700 39,960 + 21,290 -30 
Total Annual Costs $154,155 $12,570 -  $151,906 -116 

 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Results from data collection using the forms in this family are not planned for publication. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Consistent with the last renewal of OMB approval for the BFT CD forms (OMB Control 
No.0648-0040), it is requested that the burden statement, expiration date, and OMB Control 
Number not appear on the CD form, but be provided in a cover letter to U.S. tuna dealers and 
importers.  An example cover letter is included in this submission.  The reason for this request 
stems from concerns expressed by other ICCAT members that U.S. CDs not differ from the 
format agreed to at ICCAT.  Due to the confusion the PRA information presents to foreign dealers 
and customs officials, in the last renewal package for this collection, NMFS proposed to provide 
this information in a cover letter so that the form would match the generic form adopted by 
ICCAT.  In addition, SDs and RXCs for SWO, BET, and SBT are available to dealers either from 
NMFS or from the internet websites of the different international commissions (ICCAT, IATTC, 
CCSBT, IOTC).  NMFS wants dealers to be able to access the forms directly from these websites.  
Since all U.S. dealers will be required to have an international trade permit in order to import 
and/or export species requiring CDs or SDs, NMFS will be able to ensure that each dealer 
receives the cover letter.  This will meet NMFS obligations under the PRA while reducing the 
likelihood of delays/problems in clearing customs in countries that are contracting parties to 
ICCAT. 
 
NMFS already has a process in place for BFT CDs whereby individually numbered CDs are 
allocated to each dealer.  The OMB Control Number is printed on each form, and the rest of the 
PRA information is included in a cover letter. 
 
The BFT daily landing report is part of an optical character recognition (OCR) system which 
reads data from a hard copy and puts it in electronic format.  Any text in addition to that required 
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for data fields would compromise the OCR system.  However, these landing reports are 
distributed in a booklet form, and the booklet cover includes all the necessary PRA statements, 
including the OMB Control Number and expiration date. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
References 
SBA.  2010.  The Impact of Broadband Speed and Price on Small Business.  Small Business 
Administration, Office of Advocacy. November, 2010. pp. 150. 
 
Worthen, B.  2010.  Rising Computer Prices Buck the Trend (Technology).  Wall Street Journal.  
December 13, 2010.  p.2. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This information collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES (HMS) TRADE BI-WEEKLY DEALER REPORT:  
SWORDFISH (SWO), PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA (PBT), SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA (SBT), frozen BIGEYE TUNA (BET) 
Import/Export/Re-Export Activities 
 

Dealer Name: ___________________________________________________________________________  HMS ITP #: ________________________________ 
 
Contact Name: __________________________________________________________________________ Phone #: _______________________________________ 

 
        This report is for the 2-week period from the 1st to the 15th of the month.    This report is for the 2-week period from the 16th to the end of the month.  (check one) 
 

All bi-weekly reports must be received by NMFS at the correct address within 10 days of the end of the above indicated period.  Use additional sheets if necessary. 
 

Species 
(SWO,  PBT 
SBT or BET) 

 
 Consignment
 Document
Number 

 
Re-Export 

Certificate  
Number 

(if applicable) 

 
Entry Number from  
US Customs Form 

7501 
(11 digit no.) 

 
Date of  
Import/ 
Export/ 

(mm/dd/yy) 
 

 
Shipment 

Weight (kg) 
(if 

applicable) 
 

 
Condition 
(Fresh  

or  
Frozen) 

 
Product Form  

(round, headed  
& gutted [H&G], 
steaks, fillets, 
loins, dressed, 

etc.) 

 
Weight of 
Individual 
Fish (kg) 

(required for 
SWO) 

 
Price  
per kg 

 
State Landing 

Document 
Number 

(Pacific BFT) 

 
Tag Number  

(if 
applicable) 

 
Destination

of   
  Fish 

I=Import 
U=US 
Market 
X=Export 
RE=Re-
export 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through dealer trade reports is mandatory for the purpose of managing highly migratory species (HMS) fisheries.  The 
data are used to monitor trade of HMS. Reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per completed form, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining data needed, and completing and reviewing the information. Send comments regarding this burden 
estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Division, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Pursuant to Section 402(b) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, and consistent with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 (Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics), the Agency does not release confidential information submitted in compliance with provisions of the Act, other than in aggregate form 
and under circumstances required or authorized by law.  Whenever data are requested or released to the general public, the Agency ensures that information on the pecuniary business activity of a dealer is not identified.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  

OMB # 0648-0040 EXPIRES 1/31/14 

 



Instructions for Completing the HMS Trade Bi-Weekly Dealer Report Form 
 

Under Federal regulations, as specified in section 50 CFR 300 Subpart M, dealers that have been issued a Highly Migratory Species 
International Trade Permit by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) are required to report all imports, exports and re-
exports of covered species.  The completed form must be received by NMFS not later than 10 calendar days after the end of each 
period.  The reporting periods are the 1st through the 15th of the month and the 16th through the end of the month. 
 
You must submit this form to this NMFS office:

 
 
Tuna/Swordfish Reporting
National Seafood Inspection 
Laboratory 
3209 Frederic Street
Pascagoula, MS 39567                      
FAX:   228 / 762 - 7144        
EMAIL:  BFTReporting@noaa.gov 

 
 
This form is to be used to report the total quantity of SWO, SBT, frozen BET and/or PBT that are imported, exported, or 
re-exported during the two-week reporting period.  You may photocopy this form for future use or submit multiple forms for each
bi-weekly period if you need extra space to report multiple shipments.  Please attach the Consignment Document (statistical document
or catch document), and Re-export Certificates that correspond to the shipments on this form, if they have not previously been  
been provided.  Ensure that the corresponding U.S. Customs Form 7501 Entry Number is written on each Consignment Document
and Re-export Certificate. 
 

Dealer Name  Print the name of the company as it appears on the permit application.  Please avoid 
abbreviations or aliases. 

 
Dealer Permit #  Print the permit number that has been issued by NMFS. 

 
Contact Person  Name of person who prepared the form.  

 
Phone #    Phone number of contact person. 

 
Report Period  Check appropriate box for reporting period. 

 
Species     Indicate species: SWO, PBT, SBT, or BET. 

 
Statistical Doc #  Enter the Consignment (Statistical or Catch) Document number. 

 
Re-Export #   Enter the Re-Export Certificate number if applicable. 

 
Entry Number  Enter the U.S. Customs 11-digit entry number. 

 
Date     Enter the date of import/export/re-export.  

 
Weight     Enter the shipment weight (kg) for the species indicated in previous column. 

 
Condition    Indicate whether the product is in fresh or frozen condition. 

 
Product Form  Indicate the form of the product (e.g., H&G, loins, steaks, fillets, dressed, etc.). 

 
Wt. of Individual Fish   For SWO that are being imported as a headed and gutted product, identify the weight of 

each individual fish in the shipment. 
  

Price per kg   Record the price per kg that was paid for purchases of imported fish. 
 

State/State Landing   Enter the State Landing Document Number for PBT. 
Document Number  

 
Tag Number  Enter the corresponding tail tag for PBT if applicable. 

 
Destination of Fish  Indicate the origination/destination of the fish, Import (I), U.S. Market (U), Export  

(X), Re-export (RE). 
 
 
 For more information about these  programs, contact NMFS at 228-769-8964.
 

 



Bi-Weekly Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Dealer Landings and Trade Report 
(Check One)  This report is for the two-week period from the 1st to the 15th of the month:______ or for the two-week period from the 16th to the end of the month: _____ 

All bi-weekly reports must be received within 10 calendar days of the end of this period. 

 Dealer _____________________________________ Permit Number ______________________Person Filling Out Report ___________________________________________ 

Weight  

Check one:
�__KG   __LB 

Price per Unit 

Check one: 

    __KG   __LB

Quality Rating 

(Enter A, B or C grade for each quality factor) 

Date of Landing or 
Import 

(Month/Day/Year) 

Atlantic Tunas Vessel 
Permit # 

Tag #  
or BCD # (for 
untagged imports) 

 

Round 

 

Dressed

Nature of 
Sale 

D = dockside, 
C = consignment

Round Dressed Freshness Fat Color Shape 

Destination of Fish: 

U = U.S. market  
I = Import 
X = Export 
RE = Re-Export

ALL PRICES MUST BE ENTERED.     PLEASE USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS FOR ADDITIONAL SALES. 
Under the provisions of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PL 104-13) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (PL 93-579), you are advised that disclosure of the information requested in the dealer report form logbook is 
mandatory for the purpose of managing the Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery.  The data is used to monitor landings and trade of Atlantic bluefin tuna.  Reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 15 
minutes per completed form, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining data needed, and completing and reviewing the information.  Pursuant to Section 402(b) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and consistent with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 (Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics), the Agency does not release confidential information submitted in compliance with 
provisions of the Act, other than in aggregate form and under circumstances required or authorized by law.  Whenever data are requested or released to the general public, the Agency ensures that information on the 
pecuniary business activity of a dealer is not identified.  Because you have been provided with a currently valid OMB control number for a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act you are required to respond to, or be subject to penalty for failing to comply with, this collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this 
burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management Division, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930-2276. 

 PAGE ___  OF ___ OMB # 0648-0040  EXP 7/31/2015 



Bi-Weekly Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Dealer Report Instruction Sheet 
 
 Pursuant to regulations governing recordkeeping and reporting for the Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) fishery [50 
CFR '635.5 (b)(2)] and BFT international  trade [50 CFR ' 300.183], dealers are required to submit bi-weekly* reports to
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on forms supplied by NMFS.  Bi-weekly reports must be received by NMFS, 
at the dealer's expense, within 10 calendar days after the end of each 2-week reporting period in which BFT were 
purchased, received or imported.  Instructions for completing this Bi-weekly Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Dealer Report follow.  
Enter the requested data in the appropriate column for each case in which BFT are purchased, received, or imported 
during a given two-week period. 
 

(1) Two Week Reporting Period: Indicate the two week period of the month for which you are reporting 
purchase, receipt or import of BFT.  The biweekly reporting periods are defined as the first day through the 15th 
day of each month and the 16th day through the last day of the month. 

 
(2) Dealer: Indicate the name of the Atlantic Tunas dealer or HMS International Trade permit holder reporting. 

 
(3) Permit Number: For U.S. landings, indicate the Atlantic Tunas dealer permit number, or for imports, enter 
the HMS International Trade permit number. 

 
(4) Person Filling Out Report: Indicate the name of the individual completing the bi-weekly report. 

 
(5) Date of Landing: Indicate the date the BFT was landed or imported. 

 
(6) Atlantic Tunas Vessel Permit Number: For U.S. landed BFT, indicate the NMFS Atlantic Tunas Vessel 
Permit number of the vessel that landed the BFT. 

 
(7) Tag Number:  For U.S. landed BFT, indicate the serial number of the tail tag that was affixed to the BFT 
carcass.  For imports, the tag number assigned by a foreign country must be listed for each BFT; if no tag 
number is present, the document number of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch Document (BCD) must be listed. 

 
(8) Weight:  Indicate the weight (check KG or LB) of the BFT, according to the form in which the carcass was 
purchased (Round or Dressed).  Enter the weight of only one BFT per row, using the appropriate sub-column. 
 For imports only, a copy of a packing list, invoice, or typed list that lists the weights of each fish fulfills this       
 requirement when accompanied by the biweekly report form showing an average price per product.  For BFT
meat products (chunks, fillets, etc), list the shipment weight total for the product form, noting the product form

              with the weight. 
 

(9) Nature of Sale: Indicate whether the sale was Consignment or Dockside.  Choose one only. (This field is 
not required for imports.)   

 
(10) Price Per Unit: Indicate the price per unit (check KG or LB) in the appropriate sub-column according to 
the form in which the BFT was purchased (Round or Dressed).  The price should reflect the balance paid to the 
fisherman.  For imports, the price indicates the amount paid to the foreign dealer, and may be an average.  

 
(11) Quality Rating**: BFT should be graded by dealers in the following four categories: Freshness, Fat 
Content, Color, and Shape.  The grade of “A” indicates high quality; “B” above average; or “C” average.  
 
(12) Destination of Fish:  Assign the code “U” for U.S. landings bound for the U.S. domestic market, “X” for 
exported U.S landings, and  “I” or “R” for import or re-export shipments, respectively. 

 
(13) Page Number: Indicate the number of pages, if more than one page is used per reporting period.  The page 
number and total pages should be noted, in sequence, at the bottom of the bi-weekly report. 

 
Completed bi-weekly reporting forms should be mailed to the following address: DOC/NOAA/NMFS, HMS 
Division, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930-2276. 
 
* Copies of each bi-weekly report should be maintained, by the dealer, for a period of two years from the date on which 
each report was required to be submitted to NMFS. 
 
** Quality rating is subjective and will vary from dealer to dealer.  Though quality rating is optional, dealers are 
encouraged to complete these columns as price and quality information may be used by NMFS in assessing the impacts of 
management regulations. 
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Atlantic Tunas Dealer Permit Holder 
Reporting Instructions for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna 

An Atlantic Tunas Dealer Permit must be held to purchase an Atlantic bluefin tuna from a 
fishing vessel.  (For further information on dealer permits call 978-281-9316 or go to 
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/permits/ )  Atlantic bluefin tuna may only be purchased from a 
fisherman holding an Atlantic Tunas Vessel Permit in the General, Charter/Headboat, Longline, 
Purse Seine or Harpoon categories, and any Atlantic bluefin tuna purchased must measure 73 
inches curved fork length, or greater.  An Atlantic Tunas Dealer Permit holder must report to 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) any Atlantic bluefin tuna purchased from a vessel 
within 24 hours.  Federal regulations governing the purchase and sale of Atlantic bluefin tuna are 
located at 50 CFR Part 635.   

Instructions for reporting Atlantic bluefin tuna purchased from a fisherman are outlined below.  
To obtain report forms or tags, please call 978-281-9260 or email BFTReporting@NOAA.gov .   
Further information and blank reporting forms are available at the following website:  
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/index.htm. 

Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Purchased from a Fisherman: 

1. Fill out a Large-Medium/Giant Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Landing Report (Landing Card)
for each bluefin tuna purchased from a vessel.  Please print the information neatly as the form 
will be read electronically by a scanner.  You must enter the information indicated below in the 
boxes or on the lines provided. 

a. Enter your Atlantic Tuna Dealer Permit number and your company name.
b. Enter the date landed in the form mm/dd/yy.
c. Check a box for the type of gear used.  If “other” enter the type of gear (e.g., trap,

greenstick).
d. Enter the length measurement in inches (curved fork length is required) and check a box

to indicate the type of measurement (curved or straight; snout or fin, see diagram on Page
2). 

e. Enter the round weight in pounds, and/or the dressed weight in the appropriate boxes.
f. Place the tag on the narrow part of the tail between the fifth dorsal finlet and the caudal

keel. All fish must be tagged with a tag issued by NMFS.
g. Enter the Identification Tag number. If the tag number begins with “ABT 05, you must

cross out the “90” series number which is pre-filled on the report form and write in “05”
above the crossed out “90.”

h. Check a box to indicate the area caught (see attached maps).
i. Enter the City and State of the port where the fish was landed.
j. Enter the Atlantic Tunas Vessel Permit number of the vessel on which the fish was

caught.
k. Print the name of the vessel.
l. Print the name of the vessel’s master.
m. Vessel master’s signature.
n. Enter date of vessel master’s signature.

2. FAX the Landing Card to the following number immediately:  877-998-3739  A
Landing Card must be faxed within 24 hours of purchasing or receiving the bluefin tuna. 

Kathy.Goldsmith
Highlight
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3. Prepare a Bi-Weekly Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Dealer Landings and Trade Report.  Bi-
weekly reports must be received by NMFS within 10 days of the end of each bi-weekly reporting 
period.  For specific information, please see the instructions on the reverse side of the bi-weekly 
report. 

Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Exports: 
If you export the Atlantic bluefin tuna yourself:   

1. You must hold a Highly Migratory Species (HMS) International Trade Permit (ITP).
The HMS ITP application may be obtained at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/ITP/index.htm. 
or by calling 727-824-5326.  

2. You must fill out an ICCAT bluefin tuna catch document (BCD) and transmit it with
the export.  BCDs should be filled out electronically using the web application at 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/noaabcd/external/ 

If you sell an Atlantic bluefin tuna to an exporter:  OR - “If a second dealer exports the 
Atlantic bluefin tuna” 

1. The exporter will also need the following information from the Landing Card:  date of
landing, gear type, weight, tag number, Atlantic Tunas Vessel Permit number and vessel name.  
This information is necessary for the ICCAT BCD, which is required for export. 

2. The exporter may ask you for a copy of your biweekly report because Federal
regulations at 50 CFR 300.183(a)(3) allow exporters to retain a copy of the bi-weekly report 
submitted by the Atlantic Tunas Dealer rather than submitting a separate, additional bi-weekly 
report. Under this scenario, the exporter must provide you with any required information he 
possesses, such as BCD numbers, destination, and price, so your bi-weekly report can be 
accurately and entirely completed. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement for LARGE MEDIUM-GIANT ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA 
LANDING REPORT and BFT tagging.  OMB Control Number 0648-0040; Expiration Date 1/31/2014. 
Under the provisions of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PL 104-13) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (PL 93-579), you are advised 
that disclosure of the information requested in this logbook is mandatory for the purpose of managing the Atlantic bluefin tuna 
fishery.  The data is used to monitor landings of Atlantic bluefin tuna.  Reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated 
to average 3 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining data needed, tagging the fish, and completing and submitting the information.  Pursuant to Section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and consistent with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 (Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics), the Agency 
does not release confidential information submitted in compliance with provisions of the Act, other than in aggregate form and under 
circumstances required or authorized by law.  Whenever data are requested or released to the general public, the Agency ensures 
that information on the pecuniary business activity of a dealer is not identified.  Because you have been provided with a currently 
valid OMB control number for a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act you are 
required to respond to, or be subject to penalty for failing to comply with, this collection of information.  Send comments regarding 
this burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Division, 55 Great Republic Drive, 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298. 
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 UNITED STATES BLUEFIN TUNA CATCH DOCUMENT Document No. _______________________

  1. CATCH INFORMATION 
      A. VESSEL

ATVP NO:
NAME: FLAG: US ICCAT RECORD NO.:

      B. CATCH DESCRIPTION

LANDING DATE (ddmmyy): AREA: West Atlantic
NO. FISH: AVG WT (KG):

TOTAL WT (KG): GEAR:
      C. GOVT. VALIDATION

NAME OF AUTHORITY: TITLE:

SEALSIGNATURE: DATE:

  2. TAG INFORMATION & PRODUCT DESCRIPTION                                             

TAG #: WT (KG):
Product Type Product Type

F/FR RD/GG/DR/FL/OT Descriptions

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   F = Fresh

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   FR = Frozen

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __
  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   RD = Round

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   GG = Gilled&Gutted

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   DR = Dressed

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   FL = Fillet

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __   OT = Other

  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __
  ABT - __ __ - __ __ __ __ __ __ __

  3. TRADE INFORMATION
      A.  EXPORTER/SELLER

COMPANY: LICENSE NO:

ADDRESS: STREET CITY STATE OR PROVINCE  

NET WT (kg): SIGNATURE:
      B.  POINT OF EXPORT/DEPARTURE:

CITY: STATE: DESTINATION COUNTRY:
COUNTRY: USA DATE:

      C.  TRANSPORTATION DESCRIPTION     (ensure documents are available at import)
        D.  GOVT VALIDATION

NAME OF AUTHORITY: TITLE:

SEALSIGNATURE: DATE:
      E.  IMPORTER/BUYER

COMPANY: LICENSE NO:

ADDRESS: STREET CITY STATE OR PROVINCE  

SIGNATURE:
      F.  POINT OF IMPORT

CITY: STATE OR PROVINCE:

COUNTRY: DATE:



United States Bluefin Tuna Catch Document  
Reporting Instructions for Bluefin Tuna Exports 

 
Bluefin tuna exporters must fill out this form for each vessel’s exported catch.  Complete the document on the reverse side 
by entering the requested data in the appropriate data fields following the instructions below.  (See the bottom of this 
instruction sheet for Pacific bluefin tuna). The document must be filled out completely prior to exporting bluefin tuna in 
accordance with 50 C.F.R. 300.185.  The completed original document must accompany the exported consignment.   
 
Submit a copy of the completed document to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) at one of the following 
addresses:  by email to:   BFTreporting@noaa.gov; by FAX to:   228-762-7144;  or by mail to:  Tuna/Swordfish Reporting, 
3209 Frederic Street, Pascagoula, MS  39567.  NMFS must receive a copy of the document within 24 hours of 
export. 

 
FORM INSTRUCTIONS 
Document Number:  Use the following formula to generate a document number:  USYear - International Trade Permit 
(ITP) number (numerals only, do not include the “SE” prefix)- sequential number.  For example, an exporter with the 
ITP number SE 10543 who is exporting the first bluefin for the year 2008 would use the following doc. number: 
 US2008-10543-1. 
 
 1.  Catch Information  (NOTE: It may be necessary to obtain this information from the Atlantic Tunas Dealer Permit  
holder who first purchased the bluefin tuna.) 
 A.  Vessel:  Enter the name of the vessel that captured the bluefin tuna and the vessel’s Atlantic Tuna Vessel Permit 
(ATVP) number.  For vessels with a length greater than 24 m, enter the ICCAT record number (see website 
http://www.iccat.int/vesselsrecord.asp) 
 B.  Catch Description:  Enter the Landing Date (date bluefin tuna was brought to dock and sold to Atlantic Tunas 
Dealer Permit holder), Area of catch, Gear type (choose from table below), Number of Fish entered on this form, Total 
Weight in kilograms of fish product entered on this form, and calculate average weight = (total weight/number of fish). 

 
 
 
2.  Tag Information and Product Description 
 Enter the tag number for each bluefin tuna in the space provided.  Enter the product type (choose from list on front of 
form) for each tagged fish and its weight in kilograms. If product type is “other” enter  “OT” and a one-word description 
(e.g., OT-toro). 
3.  Trade Information 
 A.  Exporter/Seller:  Enter the exporting company’s name and International Trade Permit number, address, the total 
weight of bluefin tuna listed on this form, and sign once the form is printed. 
 B.  Point of Departure/Export:  enter the point of departure including city, state, and date of export.  Enter the 
destination (country) of the export. 
 C.  Transportation Description:  Ensure that a copy of official transportation documentation (e.g., airway bill) is 
received by the importer, along with this form. 
 D.  Government Validation:  If bluefin tuna are tagged, leave this section blank (government validation is waived for 
tagged U.S. Atlantic and Pacific bluefin tuna).  For untagged Pacific bluefin tuna, government validation is required.  For 
validation, FAX the completed  form to the NMFS-authorized validation official at:  866/252-3751.  Be sure to specify 
return fax number and phone number.  If your validated form has not been returned within 2 hours, call the validation 
official at 843-724-6425. 
 E.  Importer/Buyer; and,  F. Point of Import: leave blank – this section will be filled out by the foreign importer. 

 
Pacific bluefin tuna exports:  only the following fields are required: “Document Number,” “Area” under “Catch 
Information,” “Weight” and “Product Type” under “Tag Information and Product Description,” and all “Trade 
Information” fields, including “Government Validation.” 

 
The following information is provided to you as required by the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1955 (PL 104-13):  Under the provisions of the PRA and the 
Privacy Act of 1974 (PL 93-579), you are advised that disclosure of the information requested on the United States bluefin tuna catch document is mandatory for the purpose of 
managing the bluefin tuna fishery.  The data is used to monitor trade of Atlantic bluefin tuna.  Reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 5 
minutes per completed form, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining data needed, and completing and reviewing 
the information.  Pursuant to Section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and consistent with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 (Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics), 
the Agency does not release confidential information submitted in compliance with provisions of the Act, other than in aggregate form and under circumstances required or 
authorized by law.  Whenever data are requested or released to the general public, the Agency ensures that information on the pecuniary business activity of a dealer is not 
identified.  Because you have been provided with a currently valid OMB control number for a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act you are required to respond to, or be subject to penalty for failing to comply with, this collection of information.  Send comments regarding this 
burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Division, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930-2298. 
 
OMB # 0648-0040  EXP 1/31/2014 

GEAR TYPES 
 HAND  –    handline 
HARP   –    harpoon 

 LL   –     longline  
 PS   –     purse seine 

   RR      -   rod and reel 
TRAP  -   trap 





U.S.  RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE for BLUEFIN TUNA 
 

FORM INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 

These instructions are for re-export of product previously imported to the United States. 
 
Document Number:  Block for coded document number.  The document number will be filled in by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service at the time of government validation (see number 6, below). 
 
(1)  Re-exporting Country 
Fill in the name of the Country (USA) that is re-exporting the bluefin tuna in the shipment. 
 
(2)  Point of Re-Export 
Identify the City and State from which the bluefin tuna will be re-exported. 
 
(3)  Description of Imported Bluefin Tuna 
Provide the following information, using one row per product type for Atlantic bluefin tuna and one row per BCD for 
Pacific bluefin tuna. (Product type is not required for Pacific bluefin tuna).  (a) Product type:  Identify the type of 
product imported as either FRESH or FROZEN and in ROUND, GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED, FILLET or 
OTHER form.  For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment.  (b) Net weight: Net weight (kg) per product 
for Atlantic bluefin tuna and per BCD for Pacific bluefin tuna.  (c) Flag CPC of imported product:  enter the country of 
the vessel that landed the product; (d) Date of import to United States; (e) Bluefin tuna catch document (BCD) 
number(s) of imported product. 
 
(4)  Description of Re-Exported Bluefin Tuna 
Provide the following information, with one row per product type for Atlantic bluefin tuna and one row per BCD for 
Pacific bluefin tuna.  (Product type is not required for Pacific bluefin tuna).  (a) Product type:  Identify the type of 
product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND, GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED FILLET, 
or OTHER form.  For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment. (b) Net weight:  Net weight (kg) per 
product for Atlantic bluefin tuna and per BCD for Pacific bluefin tuna.  (c) Corresponding BCD numbers of re-exported 
product. (d) State of destination - the country which will receive the re-export.
 
(5)  Re-Export Certification 
The person or company re-exporting the bluefin tuna shipment must provide his/her name, address, signature, the date 
the shipment was re-exported, and the re-exporter’s International Trade Permit number. 
 
(6)  Government Validation 
FAX the completed form to the NMFS-authorized validation official at:  866/252-3751.  Be sure to specify return fax 
and phone numbers.  If your validated, numbered form with the total shipment weight entered in Box 6 has not been 
returned within 2 hours, call the validation official at 843/724-6425.   
 
(7)  Import Section 
Leave blank – Box 7 will be completed by the final importer.  
 
 
 

REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

(1)  The original re-export certificate should accompany the shipment.  Remember to attach the corresponding BCDs. 
 
(2)  Send a copy of the completed re-export certificate  and corresponding BCDs to:  NMFS Northeast Regional Office, 
One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA  01930; FAX 978-281-9340, or BFTReporting@noaa.gov. 
 
(3)  If the re-exported bluefin tuna are NOT tagged, then the U.S. re-exporter must also send copies of this re-export 
certificate to the ICCAT Secretariat and government authority of the importing nation.  These addresses are available 
online at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/ITP/index.htm. 
 
OMB # 0648-0040  EXP 1/31/2014 

mailto:BFTReporting@noaa.gov


 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

ICCAT BIGEYE TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT 

EXPORT SECTION: 
1. FLAG COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY 

2. DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL (if applicable) 
Vessel Name Registration Number LOA (m) ICCAT Record No. (if applicable) 

    

3. TRAPS (if applicable) 
 
4. POINT OF EXPORT (City, State/Province, Country/Entity/Fishing Entity) 
 
5. AREA OF CATCH (Check one of the following) 

(a) Atlantic        (b) Pacific        (c) Indian 
  * In case of (b) or (c) is checked, the items 6 and 7 below do not need to be filled out. 
6. DESCRIPTION OF FISH 

Product Type (*1) 

F/FR   RD/GG/DR/FL/OT 
Time of Harvest 

(mm/yy) 
Gear Code (*2) Net Weight 

(kg) 
     
     
     
     
     
*1 F=Fresh, FR=Frozen, RD=Round, GG=Gilled & Gutted, DR=Dressed, FL=Fillet,  
   OT=Others (Describe the type of product:                                                       ) 
*2 When the Gear Code is OT, describe the type of gear:                                            ) 
6. EXPORTER CERTIFICATION: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Name 
 

 

Address 
 
 

Signature  
 
 

Date  
 
 

License # (if applicable) 
 
 

7. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION: 
 I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Total weight of the shipment:              kg   
       Name & Title  

 
Signature  

 
Date  

 
Government Seal 

 

IMPORT SECTION 
8. IMPORTER CERTIFICATION: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country/Entity/Fishing Entity) 
Name Address Signature  Date  License # (if applicable) 

 
Importer Certification (Intermediate Country/Entity/Fishing Entity) 

Name Address Signature  Date  License # (if applicable) 

 

Importer Certification (Final Destination of Shipment) 
Name  Address Signature  Date  License # (if applicable) 

Final Point of Import: City            State/Province             Country/Entity/Fishing Entity             

NOTE: IF A LA NGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH IS USED IN COMPLETING THIS FORM, PLEASE ADD THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION ON 
THIS DOCUMENT.



ICCAT BIGEYE TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT INSTRUCTION SHEET 
 

DOCUMENT NUMBER: Block for the issuing Country/Entity/Fishing Entity to designate a country/entity/fishing entity encoded Document 
Number. 
(1) FLAG COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY: Fill in the name of the country/entity/fishing entity of the vessel that harvested the bigeye 
tuna in the shipment and issued this Document. According to the ICCAT Recommendation, only the flag state of the vessel that harvested the bigeye 
tuna in the shipment or, if the vessel is operating under a charter arrangement, the exporting state, can issue this Document. 
(2) DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL (if applicable): Fill in the name, registration number, length overall (LOA) and ICCAT Record number of the 
vessel that harvested the bigeye tuna in the shipment. 
(3) TRAPS (if applicable): Fill in the name of the trap that harvested the bigeye tuna in the shipment. 
(4) POINT OF EXPORT: Identify the City, State or Province, and Country/Entity/Fishing Entity from which the bigeye tuna was exported. 
(5)AREA OF CATCH: Check the area of catch. (If (b) or (c) checked, items 6 and 7 below do not need to be filled out.) 
(6) DESCRIPTION OF FISH: The exporter must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information. NOTE: One row should 
describe one product type. 

(1) Product Type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND, GILLED  AND GUTTED, 
DRESSED, FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment. 

(2) Time of Harvest: Fill in the time of harvest (in month and year) of the 0 tuna in the shipment. 
(3) Gear Code: Identify the gear type which was used to harvest the bigeye tuna using the list below. For OTHER TYPE, describe the type of gear, 

including farming. 
(4) Net product weight in kilograms. 

(7) EXPORTER CERTIFICATION: The person or company exporting the bigeye tuna shipment must provide his/her name, company name, 
address, signature, date the shipment was exported, and dealer license number (if applicable). 
(8) GOVERNMENT VALIDATION: Fill in the name and full title of the official signing the Document. The official must be employed by a 
competent authority of the flag state government of the vessel that harvested the bigeye tuna appearing on the Document or other individual or 
institution authorized by the flag state. When appropriate, this requirement is waived according validation of the document by a government official, 
or if the vessel is operating under a charter arrangement, by a government official or other authorized individual or institution of the exporting state. 
The total weight of the shipment shall also be specified in this block. The substitutional measure described in paragraphs A-D of the Resolution by 
ICCAT Concerning Validation by a Government Official of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document [93-2], adopted by the Commission in 1993, may 
be applied to the above requirements for the validations in this Bigeye Tuna Statistical Document Program. 
(9) IMPORTER CERTIFICATION: The person or company that imports bigeye tuna must provide his/her name, address, signature, date the 
bigeye was imported, license number (if applicable), and final point of import. This includes imports into intermediate countries, entities or fishing 
entities. For fresh and chilled products, the signature of the importer may be substituted by a person of a customs clearance company when the 
authority for signature is properly accredited to it by the importer. 
GEAR CODE: 

GEAR CODE GEAR TYPE, 

BB  BAITBOAT 
GILL  GILLNET 
HAND  HANDLINE 
HARP  HARPOON 
LL  LONGLINE 
MWT  MID-WATER TRAWL 
PS  PURSE SEINE 
RR  ROD AND REEL 
SPHL  SPORT HANDLINE 
SPOR  SPORT FISHERIES UNCLASSIFIED 
SURF  SURFACE FISHERIES UNCLASSIFIED 
TL  TENDED LINE 
TRAP  TRAP 
TROL  TROLL 
UNCL  UNSPECIFIED METHODS 
OT  OTHER TYPE 

RETURN A COPY OF COMPLETED DOCUMENT TO: NMFS National Seafood Inspection Laboratory, P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula,
MS 39568-1207, Phone 228/762-7402.  OMB#0648-0040 EXPIRES 1/31/2014



Appendix

DOCUMENT
NUMBER

ICCAT BIGEYE TUNA RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE

RE-EXPORT SECTION:
1. RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY / ENTITY / FISHING ENTITY

2. POINT OF RE-EXPORT

3. DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED FISH

Product Type(*)
    F/FR                   RD/GG/DR/FL/OT

Net Weight
(Kg)

 Flag country/
Entity/Fishing Entity

Date
of Import

4. DESCRIPTION OF FISH FOR RE-EXPORT
Product Type(*)

    F/FR                   RD/GG/DR/FL/OT
Net Weight

(Kg)

* F=FRESH, FR=Frozen, RD=Round, GG=Gilled and Gutted, DR=Dressed, FL=Fillet
  OT=Other(Describe the type of product)
5. RE-EXPORTER CERTIFICATION: I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct 
                                                        to the best of my knowledge and belief.
  Name/Company Name  Address       Signature          Date       License  Number (if applicable)            

6. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION:   I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct 
                                                       to the best of my knowledge and belief.
  Name & Title              Signature             Date                   Government Seal

                                                                
IMPORT SECTION:
7. IMPORTER CERTIFICATION:    I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct
                                                       to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity)
  Name                   Address                  Signature                 Date              License # (if applicable)

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity)
  Name                   Address                  Signature                 Date              License # (if applicable)

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity)
  Name                   Address                  Signature                Date               License # (if applicable)

Final Point of Import

  City                     State/Province                         Country / Entity / Fishing Entity                               

 NOTE: If a language other than English is used in completing this form. Please add the English translation on this document.



ICCAT BIGEYE TUNA RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE INSTRUCTION SHEET

DOCUMENT NUMBER: Block for the issuing Country/Entity/Fishing Entity to designate a Country/Entity/Fishing Entity
coded document number.

(1) RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY
Fill in the name of the Country/Entity/Fishing Entity which re-exports the bigeye tuna in the shipment and issued this
Certificate. According to the ICCAT Recommendation, only the re-exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity can issue this
Certificate.

(2) POINT OF RE-EXPORT
Identify the City/State Province and Country/Entity/Fishing Entity from which the bigeye tuna was re-exported.

(3) DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED FISH
The exporter must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information: NOTE: One row should describe one
product type. (1)Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND,
GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED, FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment.
(2) Net weight: Net product weight in kilograms. (3) Flag Country/Entity/Fishing Entity: the name of the
Country/Entity/Fishing Entity of the vessel that harvested the bigeye tuna in the shipment. (4) Date of import: Imported date.

(4) DESCRIPTION OF FISH FOR RE-EXPORT
The exported must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information: NOTE: One row should describe one
product type. (1) Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND,
GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment.
(2) Net weight: Net product weight in kilograms.

(5) RE-EXPORTER CERTIFICATION
The person or company re-exporting the bigeye tuna shipment must provide his/her name, address, signature, date the shipment
was re-exported, and re-exporter’s license number (if applicable).

(6) GOVERNMENT VALIDATION
Fill in the name and full title of the official signing the Certificate. The official must be employed by a competent government
authority of the re-exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity appearing on the Certificate, or a person  or institution authorized
to validate such certificates by the competent government authority. The substitutional measure described in paragraphs A-D
of the Resolution by ICCAT Concerning Validation by a Government Official of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document,
adopted by the Commission in 1993, may be applied to the above requirements for the validations in this Bigeye Statistical
Document Program.

(7) IMPORTER CERTIFICATION
The person or company that imports bigeye tuna must provide his/her name, address, signature, date the bigeye tuna was
imported, license number (if applicable) and re-exported final point of import. This includes imports into intermediate
Countries/Entities/Fishing Entities. For fresh and chilled products, the signature of the importer may be substituted by a person
of a customs clearance company when the authority for signature is properly accredited to it by the importer.

RETURN A COPY OF THE COMPLETED CERTIFICATE TO: NMFS National Seafood Inspection Laboratory,
.P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, MS 39568-1207, Phone 228/762-7402. OMB # 0648-0040 EXPIRES 1/31/2014



 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

ICCAT SWORDFISH STATISTICAL DOCUMENT 

EXPORT SECTION: 
1. FLAG COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY 

2. DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL (if applicable) 

Vessel Name Registration Number LOA (m) ICCAT Record No. (if applicable) 

    

3. POINT OF EXPORT: 
  CITY, STATE OR PROVINCE                      COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY                      

4. AREA OF CATCH (Check one of the following) 
(a) North Atlantic        (b) South  Atlantic        (c) Mediterranean        (d) Pacific        (e) Indian  

  * In case of (d) or (e) is checked, the items 5 and 6 below do not need to be filled out. 
5. DESCRIPTION OF FISH 

Product Type a 

F/FR   RD/GG/DR/FL/OT 
Time of Harvest 

(mm/yy) 
Gear Code b Net Weight 

(kg) 
     
     
     
     
a F=Fresh, FR=Frozen, RD=Round, GG=Gilled & Gutted, DR=Dressed, FL=Fillet, ST=Steak, 
 OT=Others (Describe the type of product:                                                       ) 
a When the Gear Code is OT, describe the type of gear:                                            ) 
6. EXPORTER CERTIFICATION: For export to countries that have adopted the ICCAT alternative minimum size for  
swordfish the exporter must certify that the listed Atlantic swordfish are greater than 15 kg(33lb.) or if pieces, the pieces were 
derived from a swordfish weighing >15kg. 
 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Name 
 

 

Address 
 
 

Signature 
 
 

Date 
 
 

License # (if 
applicable) 

 
 

7. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION: 
 I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Total weight of the shipment:              kg    
Name & Title 

 
Signature 

 
Date 

 
Government Seal  

 

IMPORT SECTION 
8. IMPORTER CERTIFICATION: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country/Entity/Fishing Entity) 
Name Address Signature  Date  License # (if applicable) 

 

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country/Entity/Fishing Entity) 
Name Address Signature  Date  License # (if applicable) 

 

Importer Certification (Final Destination of Shipment) 
Name  Address Signature  Date  License # (if applicable) 

Final Point of Import: City            State/Province             Country/Entity/Fishing Entity             

NOTE: IF A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH IS USED IN COMPLETING THIS FORM, PLEASE ADD THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION ON 
THIS DOCUMENT.



ICCAT SWORDFISH STATISTICAL DOCUMENT INSTRUCTION SHEET 
 
Pursuant to the 2001 ICCAT recommendation, swordfish imported into the territory of a  Contracting Party or upon first entry into  a regional 
economic organization must be accompanied by an ICCAT Swordfish Statistical Document (SWD) beginning January 1,  2003. Swordfish dealers 
who export or import swordfish from all ocean areas will be requi red to complete the appropriate sections  of the SWD. Only complete and valid 
documents will guarantee that shipments of swordfish will be allowed to enter the customs territory of Contracting Parties (e.g., Japan, Canada, U.S., 
Spain, etc.). Improperly documented swordfish shipments (i.e., the SWD is either missing from the shipment, incomplete, invalid or falsified) will be 
considered illegitimate and contrary to ICCAT  conservation efforts. Entry of improperly documented swordfish will be suspended (PENDIN G 
RECEIPT OF A PROPERLY COMPLETED  DOCUMENT) into the customs territory of a Contracting Party or subject to administrative or other 
sanctions.  
 
Please use the instructions below as a guide to complete the sections that apply to Exporters, Importers, and G overnment Validation. If a language 
other than English is used for description, please add an English translation either on the SWD or on a separate paper. Note: if a swordfish product is 
exported directly from the harvesting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity  to a Contracting Party, without  going through an intermediate  
Country/Entity/Fishing Entity, all fish can be identified on one document. However, if the swordfish  product is exported through an intermediate 
Country/Entity/Fishing Entity (i.e., a Country/En tity/Fishing Entity other than the  Country/Entity/Fishing Entity which is the final destination of the 
product), separate documents must be prepared for fish destined  for different final destinations, or only one fish may be identified on a document to 
cope with any possible separation in an  intermediate Country/Entity/Fishing Entity. Import of swordfish parts other than meat (i.e., heads, eyes, roe, 
guts, tails) may be allowed entry without an accompanying SWD. 
 
DOCUMENT NUMBER: This block is for the issuing Country/Entity/Fishing Entity to designate a country coded Document  Number. 
(1) FLAG COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY - Fill in the name of the Country/Entity/Fishing Entity of the vessel that  harvested the 
swordfish in the shipment and issued this Documen t. According to the ICCAT Recommendation, only the flag state  of the vessel that harvested the 
swordfish in the shipment, or, if the vessel is operating under a chartering arrangement, the exporting state, can issue this Document. 
(2) DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL (if applicable): Fill in the name, registration number, length overall (LOA) and ICCAT Record number of the 
vessel that harvested the swordfish in the shipment.  
(3) POINT OF EXPORT - Identify the City and State or Province, and country/entity/fishing ent ity from which the swordfish was exported. 
(4) AREA OF CATCH - Check the area of catch. (In case of (d) or (e) checked, items 4 and 5 need not be completed).  
(5) DESCRIPTION OF FISH - The exporter must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information. (NOTE: One row should 
describe one product type.) (1) Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN,  and in ROUND, GILLED 
AND GUTTED, DRESSED, FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment; (2) Time of Harvest: Fill in the 
time of harvest (month and year) of the swordfish in the shipment;  (3) Gear Code: Identify the gear type which was used to harvest the swordfish 
using the listed codes; (5) Net weight: Net product weight in kilograms. 
(6) EXPORTER CERTIFICATION - The person or company exporting the swordfish shipment must provide his/her name,  signature, address, 
date the shipment was exported, and dealer license number (if applicable). For countries that have adopted th e ICCAT alternative minimum size for 
swordfish the exporter must certify that the listed Atlantic swordfish are greater than 15 kg (33  lb.) or if pieces, the pieces were derived from a 
swordfish weighing >15 kg. 
(7) GOVERNMENT VALIDATION - Fill in name and  full title of the official signing the SWD. The official must be employed  by a competent 
authority of the flag state government of the vessel that harvested the swordfish appearing on the SWD or other individual or institution authorized by 
the flag state or if the vessel is operating under a charter arrangement, by a government official  or other authorized individual or institution of the 
exporting state. Net weight must also be certified and recorded The substitutional measure described in paragraphs A-D of the Resolution by ICCAT 
concerning Validation by a Government Official of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document [93-2], adopted by the Commission in 1993, may be 
applied to the above requirements for the validations in this Swordfish Statistical Document Program. 
(8) IMPORTER CERTIFICATION - The person or company that imports swordfish must provide their name, signature,  address, date the 
swordfish was imported, license number (if applicable) and final point of import. This includes imports into intermediate countries, entities or fishing 
entities. For fresh and chilled products, signature of the importer may be substituted by person of a custom clearance company when the authority of 
signature is properly accredited to the company  
 
GEAR CODE GEAR TYPE 
BB  Baitboat 
GILL  Gillnet  
HAND  Handline 
HARP  Harpoon 
LL  Longline  
MWT  Mid-water trawl 
PS  Purse seine 
RR  Rod and reel 
SPHL  Sport handline 
SPOR  Sport fisheries, unclassified 
SURF  Surface fisheries, unclassified 
TL  Tended line 
TRAP  Trap  
TROL  Troll 
UNCL  Unspecified methods 
OT  Other type: Describe the type of gear 
Original completed document must accompany exported shipment. Retain a copy for your records. The original (imports) or a copy 
(exports) must be postmarked and mailed, or faxed, within 24 hours of import: 
NMFS, National Seafood Inspection Laboratory, P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, MS 39568-1207.  
FAX 978/281-9340.  This form is approved under OMB infromation collection number 0648-0040.  Expiration Date 1/31/2014. 
 
 



Attachment 4  
 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 
 

 
ICCAT SWORDFISH RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE 
 

RE-EXPORT SECTION: 
1. RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY 

2. POINT OF RE-EXPORT 

3. DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED FISH 

Product Type(*) 
    
      F/FR              RD/GG/DR/FL/ST/OT  

Net Weight 
(Kg) 

Flag country/ 
Entity/Fishing entity 

Date 
of Import 

     

     

     

 
4. DESCRIPTION OF FISH FOR RE-EXPORT 
 

Product Type(*) 
     F/FR              RD/GG/DR/ST/FL/OT 

 
Net Weight 

(Kg) 

 

    
    
    
* F=FRESH, FR=Frozen, RD=Round, GG=Gilled and Gutted, DR=Dressed, ST=Steak, FL=Fillet        
OT=Other(Describe the type of product) 
5. RE-EXPORTER CERTIFICATION: For export to countries/entities or fishing entities that have adopted the 
ICCAT alternative minimum size for swordfish, the exporter must certify that the listed Atlantic swordfish are 
greater than 15 kg (33 lb.) or if pieces, the pieces were derived from a swordfish weighing >15 kg.         
 
I certify that above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  
 
Name       Company Name              Address                  Signature        Date       License # (if applicable)  
 
6. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION:  I validate that above information is complete, true and correct  
                                                             to the  best of my knowledge and belief.  
 
Name & Title                           Organization                            Signature                       Date  
                                                             
IMPORT SECTION: 
 
7. IMPORT CERTIFICATION:   I certify that above information is complete, true and correct to the best  
                                                         of my know ledge and belief. 
 
Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity)  
  Name                                   Address                       Signature           Date    License #(if applicable)  
 
 
Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity)  
  Name                                   Address                       Signature           Date    License #(if applicable)  
 
 
Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity)  
  Name                                   Address                       Signature           Date    License #(if applicable)  
 
Final Point of Import 
  City                          State/Province                               Country/Entity/Fishing Entity                      
       

 
NOTE: If a language other than English is used in completing this form, please add the English translation on this  

document. 



 
 

ICCAT SWORDFISH RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE INSTRUCTION SHEET 
 
DOCUMENT NUMBER: Block for the issuing Country/Entity/Fishing Entity  to designate a  
Country/Entity/Fishing Entity coded document number. 
 
(1) RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY 
Fill in the name of the Country/Entity/Fishing Entity which re -exports the swordfish in the shipment and issued 
this Certificate.  According to the ICCAT Recommendation, only the re-exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity 
can issue this Certificate. 
 
(2) POINT OF RE-EXPORT 
Identify the City/State Province and Country/Entity/Fishing Entity from which the swordfish was re-exported. 
 
(3) DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED FISH 
The exporter must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information: NOTE: One row  
should describe one product type. (1)Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH 
or FROZEN, and in ROU ND, GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED, STEAK, FILLET or OTHER form. For 
OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment. (2) Net weight: Net product weight in kilograms. (3)  
Flag Country/Entity/Fishing Entity: the name of the Country/Entity/Fishing Entity of  the vessel that harvested 
the swordfish in the shipment. (4) Date of import: Imported date.  
 
(4) DESCRIPTION OF FISH FOR RE-EXPORT 
The exported must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information: NOTE: One row  
should describe one product type. (1) Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH 
or FROZEN, and in ROUND, GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED, STEAK, FILLET or OTHER form. For 
OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment. (2) Net weight: Net produc t weight in kilograms. 
 
(5) RE-EXPORTER CERTIFICATION 
The person or company re -exporting the swordfish shipment must provide his/her name, company name  
address, signature, date the shipment was re-exported, and re-exporter’s license number (if applicable). 
 
(6) GOVERNMENT VALIDATION 
Fill in the name and full title of the official signing the Certificate. The official must be in the employment of the 
competent government authority of the re -exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity appearing on the Certificate , 
or a person or institution authorized to validate such certificates by the competent government authority. The  
substitutional measure described in paragraphs A-D of the  Resolution by ICCAT Concerning Validation by a 
Government Official of the Bluefin Statistical Document, adopted by the Commission in 1993 may be applied to 
the above requirements for the validations in this Swordfish Statistical Document Program.  
 
(7) IMPORTER CERTIFICATION 
The person or company that imports swordfish must provide his/her name, company name, address, signature,  
date the swordfish was imported, license number (if applicable) and re -exported final point of import. This  
includes imports into intermediate Countries/Entities/Fishing Entities. For fresh and chilled products, the  
signature of the importer may be substituted by a person of a customs clearance company when the authority for 
signature is properly accredited to it by the importer.  
 
RETURN A COPY OF THE COMPLETED CERTIFICATE TO: NMFS National Seafood Inspection  
Laboratory, P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, MS 39568-1207.  OMB # 0648-0040 EXPIRES 1/31/14 
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A d' .ppen IX 

DOCUMENT IATTC BIGEYE TUNA 
NUMBER RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE 
RE-EXPORT SECTION: 
1.RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY I ENTITY I FISHING ENTITY 

2.POINT OF RE-EXPORT 

3.DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED FISH 

Product Type(*) Net Weight Flag country/ Date 
F/FR RD/GG/DRlFLlOT (Kg) Entity/Fishing Entity of Import 

4.DESCRIPTION OF FISH FOR RE-EXPORT 
Product Type(*) Net Weight 

F/FR RD/GG/DRlFLlOT (Kg) 

* F=FRESH, FR-Frozen, RD-Round, GG-Gilled and Gutted, DR-Dressed, FL-Fillet 
OT=Other(Describe the type of product) 

5.RE-EXPORTER CERTIFICATION: I certi~ that the above information is comQlete, true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Name/Company Name Address Signature Date License Number (if applicable) 

6.GOVERNMENT VALIDATION: I validate that the above information is comQlete, true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Name & Title Signature Date Government Seal 

IMPORT SECTION: 
7.IMPORTER CERTIFICATION: I certi~ that the above information is comQlete, true and correct 

to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity) 
Name Address Signature Date License # (if applicable) 

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity) 
Name Address Signature Date License # (if applicable) 

Importer Certification (Intermediate Country / Entity / Fishing Entity) 
Name Address Signature Date License # (if applicable) 

Final Point of Import 

City State/Province Country / Entity / Fishing Entity 

~OTE: If a language other than English IS used In completing this form. Please add the English translation on this document. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

DOCUMENT NUMBER: Block for the issuing Country/Entity/Fishing Entity to designate a Country/Entity/Fishing Entity coded 
document number. 

(1) RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY 
Fill in the name of the Country/Entity/Fishing Entity which re-exports the big eye tuna in the shipment and issued this 
Certificate. According to the Resolution, only the re-exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity can issue this Certificate. 

(2) POINT OF RE-EXPORT 
Identify the City/State Province and Country/Entity/Fishing Entity from which the bigeye tuna was re-exported. 

(3) DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED FISH 
The exporter must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information: NOTE: One row should describe one 
product type. (1 )Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND, 
GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED, FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment. (2) 
Net weight: Net product weight in kilograms. (3) Flag Country/Entity/Fishing Entity: the name of the Country/Entity/Fishing 
Entity of the vessel that harvested the big eye tuna in the shipment. (4) Date of import: Imported date. 

(4) DESCRIPTION OF FISH FOR RE-EXPORT 
The exported must provide, to the highest degree of accuracy, the following information: NOTE: One row should describe 
one product type. (1) Product type: Identify the type of product being shipped as either FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND, 
GILLED AND GUTTED, DRESSED FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the shipment. (2) 
Net weight: Net product weight in kilograms. 

(5) RE-EXPORTER CERTIFICATION 
The person or company re-exporting the bigeye tuna shipment must provide his/her name, address, signature, date the 
shipment was re-exported, and re-exporter's license number (if applicable). 

(6) GOVERNMENT VALIDATION 
Fill in the name and full title of the official signing the Certificate. The official must be employed by a competent government 
authority of the re-exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity appearing on the Certificate, or other individual or institution 
authorized to validate such certificates by the competent government authority. 

(7) IMPORTER CERTIFICATION 
The person or company that imports bigeye tuna must provide his/her name, address, signature, date the bigeye tuna was 
imported, license number (if applicable) and re-exported final point of import. This includes imports into intermediate 
Countries/Entities/Fishing Entities. For fresh and chilled products, the signature of the importer may be substituted by a 
person of a customs clearance company when the authority for signature is properly accredited to it by the importer. 

RETURN A COpy OF THE COMPLETED CERTIFICATE TO: (the name of the office of the competent authority of the re
exporting Country/Entity/Fishing Entity). 
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Highly Migratory Species (HMS) – Fishing Vessel Information Required of Dealers for Completion of the 
HMS Dealer Landings Report  

Page 1 of 2 
 

 
Use of this form is optional.  Federal HMS dealers are required by NMFS to submit the information 
marked with an asterisk * as part of their HMS Dealer Landings Reports and this form is provided as a tool to 
aid them in obtaining this information from the Fishing Vessel.  This form is to be completed by fishermen and 
given to dealers for their reports.  A single form should contain no more than one trip’s worth of data.  
 
FISHING VESSEL (F/V) TRIP INFORMATION: 
 
F/V Contact Name: __________________________ 
 
F/V Contact Phone: __________________________ 
 
F/V Contact e-mail:___________________________ 
 
*F/V Name:  ________________________________  
 
*F/V Registration # or USCG # associated  
with HMS permits:_____________________ 
 
*Date HMS Offloaded:_____________________ 
 
Any Portion of Catch Within Shark Research Fishery? 
___Yes* ___No 
 
If Yes, Dealer Must Report SE Observer Logbook ID. 
*SE Observer Logbook ID #:___________________ 
 
*F/V Logbook ID #:__________________________ 
 
*If no FV Logbook, please check the applicable explanation. 
 

o Sharks caught in state waters and no FV log book required by another permit carried by the FV 
o Tuna caught with a Trap Permit and no FV log book required by another permit carried by the 

FV 
o HMS caught with General Category Permit and no FV log book required by another permit 

carried by the FV 
o Tuna caught with Harpoon Permit and no FV log book required by another permit carried by the 

FV 
o HMS caught with HMS Charter Head Boat Permit and no FV log book required by another 

permit carried by the FV 
o Explanation described below (Please print legibly)  

 

 

 
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Reporting of fishing activity via this form is voluntary.  Public reporting burden for this 
collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management 
Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information 
submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that 
individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond 
to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-
0040 Expires 07/31/2015. 

CATCH AREAS 



Highly Migratory Species (HMS) – Fishing Vessel Information Required of Dealers for Completion of the 
HMS Dealer Landings Report  

Page 2 of 2 
 

*Category / Species 
Please check all that were 
offloaded during this trip 

*Catch 
Area 

*Gear 
Caught On 

Landings 
From 

Atlantic 
Shark 

Research 
Fishery?

*Category / Species *Catch 
Area 

*Gear Caught 
On 

Example: TUNA (BAYS) – Non Bluefin 
X Bigeye BF60 10  
  
SHARKS SWORDFISH
 †Basking    Swordfish  
 †Bignose     
 Blacknose   TUNAS (BAYS) – Non-Bluefin Tuna
 Blacktip   Bigeye  
 Finetooth   Albacore  
 Blue   Blackfin  
 Bonnethead   Bonito, 

Atlantic
 

 Bull   Skipjack  
 †Dusky    Yellowfin   
 †Galapagos       
 ††Hammerhead, 

Greater 
      

 ††Hammerhead, 
Scalloped 

      

 ††Hammerhead, 
Smooth 

      

 Lemon       
 †Mako, Longfin   Gear Types 
 Mako, Shortfin   1) Bandit Gear 
 †Narrowtooth   2) Buoy Gear 
 †Night   3) Gill Nets, Float Anchor 
 Nurse   4) Gill Nets, Floating Drift 
 ††Oceanic Whitetip   5) Gill Nets, Other 
 Porbeagle   6) Gill Nets, Runaround 
 †Reef, Caribbean   7) Gill Nets, Sink Anchor 
 †Sand Tiger   8) Gill Nets, Sink Drift 
 †Sand Tiger, Bigeye   9) Green-stick 
 †**Sandbar   10) Hand Line 
 †Sevengill   11) Harpoons 
 Sharpnose, Atlantic   12) Hook & Line 
 †Sharpnose, 

Caribbean 
  13) Hook & Line, Electric 

 Silky   14) Hook & Line, Manual 
 †Sixgill   15) Hook & Line, Troll 
 †Sixgill, Bigeye   16) Long Line, Bottom 
 †Smalltail   17) Long Line, Midwater 
 Smooth Dogfish    18) Long Line, Surface 
 Smoothhound, FL   19) Otter Trawl** 
 Spinner   20) Otter Trawl, Bottom** 
 Tiger   21) Otter Trawl, Midwater** 
 Thresher, Common   22) Pound Net/Fish Weir 
 †Thresher, Bigeye   23) Purse Seine 
 †White   24) Troll Line, Electric 
 †Whale   25) Troll Line, Manual 
†prohibited shark species 
††prohibited on pelagic longline gear 
†**only allowed within Atlantic shark research fishery 
**not authorized HMS gear; only limited number of swordfish allowed to be retained with required permits 



FARM STOCKING FORMFA

CM -
Document Number

Catch Documentation Scheme

For Wild Fishery Name of Catching Vessel Registration Number Flag State/Fishing Entity

For Farmed SBT CCSBT Farm Serial Number Name of Farm

Document Number(s) of associated Farm Stocking (FS) Form(s)

Description of Fish
Product: F (Fresh) / 
FR (Frozen)

Type: 
RD/GGO/GGT/DRO/DRT/FL/OT*

Month of Catch/
Harvest (mm/yy)

Gear 
Code

CCSBT Statistical 
Area

Net Weight (kg) Total Number of whole Fish 
(including RD/GGO/GGT/DRO/DRT)

* For Other (OT): Describe the Type of Product  * For Other (OT): Specify Conversion Factor

Name of Processing Establishment (if applicable) Address of Processing Establishment (if applicable)

Validation by Authority (not required for exports transhipped at sea): I validate that the above information is complete, true and cor-
rect to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Name and Title
Signature

Date

Commission for the 
Conservation of 
Southern Bluefin Tuna

CATCH MONITORING FORM

Transhipment Certification by Master of Fishing Vessel: I certify that the catch/harvest information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Name Date Signature

Name of Receiving Vessel Registration Number Flag State/Fishing Entity

Certification by Master of Receiving Vessel: I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Name Date Signature

Signature of Observer (only for transhipment at sea): 
Name Date Signature

Catch Tagging Form Document Numbers

Export Point of Export* Destination
(State/Fishing Entity)City State or Province State/Fishing Entity

* For transhipments on the high seas, enter the CCSBT Statistical Area instead of State/Fishing Entity and leave other fields blank.

Certification by Exporter: I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Name Licence No. / Company Name Date Signature

Validation by Authority: I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Name and Title
Signature

Date

OFF
ICIAL 

SE
AL

OFF
ICIAL 

SE
AL

And /
 Or

Landing of Domestic Product for 
Domestic sale.

Certification of Domestic Sale: I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Name Address Date Signature Type: RD/GGO/GGT/DRO/DRT/FL/OT Weight (kg)

Or

Import Final Point of Import
City State or Province State/Fishing Entity

Certification by Importer: I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Name Address Date Signature Type: RD/GGO/GGT/DRO/DRT/FL/OT Weight (Kg)

Or

• INTERMEDIATE PRODUCT DESTINATION SECTION  - (only for transhipments and/or exports) - tick and complete required part(s)

• FINAL PRODUCT DESTINATION SECTION - tick and complete only one destination

• CATCH / HARVEST  SECTION - Tick and complete only one part



Tick the box to specify whether the catch is for the Wild fishery or for Farmed SBT.
You must complete the part of the Catch Harvest section corresponding to the box that you ticked, and then complete the remainder of the section. 

 Name of Catching Vessel:  Enter the name of the catching vessel.
 Registration Number:  Enter the Registration Number of the catching vessel.
 Flag State / Fishing Entity:  Enter the Flag State or Fishing Entity of the catching vessel.

 CCSBT Farm Serial Number:  Enter the serial number of the farm as recorded on the CCSBT list of authorised farms.
 Name of Farm: Enter the Name of the Farm.
 Document number(s) of the Associated Farm Stocking (FS) Form(s):  Enter the unique document number of each Farm Stocking Form that is associated with this form. The Farm
                  Stocking Form Number(s) associated with this form should all be for fish stocked in the same fishing season. If there is insufficient room to enter all document numbers, enter this
                  information on a separate page and attach that page.

All SBT described in this section must be sent to the Final Product Destination. Split shipments are not permitted, so if SBT are to go to two or more different destinations, a separate 
Catch Monitoring Form must be completed for the catch sent to each destination.

The shipment of SBT must be described, to the highest degree of accuracy using the following information. 
NOTE: One row shall describe one product type
 Product: Enter the type of product being shipped as either FRESH (F) or FROZEN (FR).

 Type: Enter the type code from the table below that most closely matches the type of the SBT. For OT, describe the type of product, and specify a conversion factor.
   

CODE NAME DESCRIPTION
RD Round SBT Without any processing
GGO Gilled and Gutted - Tail on Processed with gills and gut removed. Operculae (gill plates/covers) and dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
GGT Gilled and Gutted - Tail off Processed with gills, gut and tail removed. Operculae (gill plates/covers) and dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
DRO Dressed - Tail on Processed with gills, gut, operculae (gill plates/covers) and head removed. Dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
DRT Dressed - Tail off Processed with gills, gut, operculae (gill plates/covers), head and tail removed. Dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
FL Fillet Processed further than DRT, with the trunk cut into fillets
OT Other None of the above

 Month of Catch/Harvest (mm/yy):  Enter the month and year of harvest of the southern bluefin tuna; in the case of farmed fish, this applies to the month of kill, not the month of  
 initial harvest.

Gear code: Identify the gear type that was used to harvest the southern bluefin tuna using the list below; for OTHER TYPE,       
describe the type of gear. In the case of farmed fish, write “FARM”. 

GEAR CODE GEAR TYPE
BB Baitboat
GILL Gillnet
HAND Handline
HARP Harpoon
LL Longline
MWT Mid-water Trawl
PS Purse Seine
RR Rod and Reel
SPHL Sport Handline
SPOR Sport Fisheries Unclassified
SURF Surface Fisheries Unclassified
TL Tended Line
TRAP Trap
TROL Troll
UNCL Unspecified Method
OT Other Type

FARM STOCKING FORMFA

• CATCH HARVEST SECTION - tick and complete only one part

If a language other than one of the CCSBT official languages (English and Japanese) is used in completing the form, please add the English or Japanese translation on the Document.
The Catch Monitoring Form has 3 main sections: (1) Catch/Harvest; (2) Intermediate Product Destination; and (3) Final Product Destination.  The Catch/Harvest and Final Product Destination 
sections must always be completed. However, the Intermediate Product Destination section only needs to be completed if the product is being exported and/or transhipped.

The top of the form contains 2 additional pieces of information that must always be completed.  These are:
 Document Number:  Enter the unique document number that was allocated by the State/Fishing Entity of origin for this form.
 Catch Tagging Form Document numbers:  Enter the unique document number of each Catch Tagging Form that is associated with this form.  If there is insufficient room to enter all  
 document numbers, enter this information on a separate page and attach that page.

INSTRUCTION SHEET

Commission for the 
Conservation of 
Southern Bluefin Tuna

CATCH MONITORING FORM

For Wild Fishery - This should only be completed for the wild fishery (not for farmed SBT) 

For Farmed SBT- This should only be completed for farmed SBT

Description of Fish

Page 1 of 3

This form is to be issued by the State/Fishing Entity that holds the national quota allocation against which these SBT have been taken.

This form (CMF) must accompany all transhipments, landings of domestic product, exports, imports and re-exports of SBT, and a copy of this form must be provided 
to the issuing State/Fishing Entity.  The only exception is that exportation/import of fish parts other than the meat (i.e. head, eyes, roe, guts, tails) may be allowed 
without this document.  Please note that:

• For farms, Farm Stocking Form(s) must have been produced by the State/Fishing Entity for all SBT on the CMF and the document number of those Farm  
Stocking Form(s) must be recorded on the CMF.  

• Catch Tagging Form(s) must have been completed for all SBT on the CMF and copies must be provided to the issuing State/Fishing Entity.  The document 
numbers of these Catch Tagging Form(s) must be recorded on the CMF.



 CCSBT Statistical Area: Enter the area in which the southern bluefin tuna were harvested using the main CCSBT Statistical Areas (1 to 10 and 14 to 15) or the    
 other CCSBT Statistical Areas (11 to 13) where there is no corresponding main area. In the case of farmed fish, it is not necessary to fill in this column. A map 
 showing the statistical areas is provided on page 3 of these instructions.
 Net Weight (kg): Enter the net product weight in kilograms. In the case of farmed SBT, this is the weight at the time of harvest from the farm (as opposed to when originally caught) 
 Total Number of whole Fish (including RD,GGO,GGT,DRO,DRT): Enter the number of fish that remain whole. A fish remains whole despite cleaning, gilling and gutting, freezing,  
 removing fins, operculae (gill plates/covers) and tail and removing the head or parts of the head. A fish is no longer considered to be whole if it has undergone processes such as   
 filleting or loining.
 For Other (OT) Describe the type of product: If Product Type is Other (OT), then describe the product.
 For Other (OT) Specify the Conversion Factor: If Product Type is Other (OT) then specify the Conversion Factor to be used to convert this weight to a whole weight equivalent.
 Name of Processing Establishment (if applicable): Enter the name of the establishment that processed the southern bluefin tuna (if applicable).
 Address of Processing Establishment (if applicable): Enter the address of the establishment that processed the southern bluefin tuna (if applicable).

 Validation by Authority (not required for exports transhipped at sea):  If this is not an export being transhipped at sea, enter the name and full title of the official1 signing the   
 document,  together with the signature of the official, date (dd/mm/yyyy) and official seal. For SBT transhipped at sea and then landed domestically, validation should occur at the  
 point of domestic landing (i.e. after transhipment).

This section only needs to be completed if the product is being exported and/or transhipped.
Tick the box to specify whether the product is being transhipped or exported.  If this is both a transhipment and an export then tick both boxes.
You must then complete the parts of the intermediate product destination section corresponding to the box(es) that you ticked.
 

 Certification by Master of Fishing Vessel:  In the case of all transhipments, the master of the fishing vessel shall complete this section, with his/her full name, signature and date   
 (dd/mm/yyyy) to certify that the form correctly records the catch/harvest information.
 

 The next part should be completed by the Master of the vessel receiving the southern bluefin tuna.
 Name of Receiving Vessel:  Enter the name of the Receiving vessel.
 Registration Number:  Enter the Registration Number of the Receiving vessel.
 Flag State / Fishing Entity:  Enter the Flag State or Fishing Entity of the Receiving vessel.
 Certification by Master of Receiving Vessel:  The master of the receiving vessel shall complete this section, with his/her full name, signature and date (dd/mm/yyyy) to certify that  
 the form correctly records the fish that were transferred to the receiving vessel.

 Signature of Observer (only for transhipments at sea):  If a transhipment is covered by the CCSBT Resolution on Establishing a Program for Transhipment by Large-Scale 
 Fishing Vessels (i.e. is transhipped at sea), then the observer must enter his/her full name, signature and date (dd/mm/yyyy).  If there were any discrepancies between the observed  
 transhipment and the information recorded on the Catch Monitoring Form, the observer’s transhipment report should document those discrepancies.

Point of Export
City: Enter the City of Export.
State or Province: Enter the State or Province of Export.
State/Fishing Entity: Enter the State/Fishing Entity of Export. For transhipments on the high seas, enter the CCSBT Statistical Area where the transhipment occurred and leave 
other fields blank.

Destination
State/Fishing Entity: Enter the State/Fishing Entity to which the southern bluefin tuna is being exported.
Certification by Exporter: The Exporter2 must provide his/her name, signature, date (dd/mm/yyyy) and either the exporter license number or the exporter company name to 
certify the information provided in relation to the export shipment (i.e. that the form correctly records what is being exported). If the exporter does not have a licence number or 
exporter company name, then they should write their own name in this field.

 Validation by Authority:  Enter the name and full title of the official1  signing the document, together with the signature of the official, date (dd/mm/yyyy) and official seal.

Tick the box to specify whether the final destination of the product is for landing of domestic product or for import. 
You must then complete the part of the final product destination section corresponding to the box that you ticked.

 
 Certification of domestic sale:  The initial person or company that receives southern bluefin tuna from a domestic vessel for the purpose of domestic sale must provide his/her/its  
                  name, address, date (dd/mm/yyyy) on which the southern bluefin tuna was landed/received, signature, type3, and weight (kg) of the complete domestic landing of SBT.

                  Final Point of Import 

City: Enter the City of Import.
State or Province: Enter the State or Province of Import.
State/Fishing Entity: Enter the State/Fishing Entity of Final Import.
 

 Certification by Importer: The person or company that imports southern bluefin tuna must provide his/her/its name, address, date (dd/mm/yyyy) on which the southern bluefin
                  tuna was imported, signature, type3, and weight (kg). For fresh and chilled product, the signature of the importer may be substituted by a person of a customs clearance company 
                  when the authority for signature is properly accredited to it by the importer.

FARM STOCKING FORMFA

• INTERMEDIATE PRODUCT DESTINATION SECTION  - only for transhipments and/or exports - tick and complete required part(s)

INSTRUCTION SHEET

Commission for the 
Conservation of 
Southern Bluefin Tuna

CATCH MONITORING FORM

Transhipment

Page 2 of 3

Export

• FINAL PRODUCT DESTINATION SECTION - tick and complete only one Destination

Landing of Domestic Product for Domestic Sale

Import

1      The official must be in the employment of, or delegated by, the competent authority of the Member, or Co-operating Non-Member that issued the Catch Monitoring Form. The Member or 
Co-operating Non-Member which utilizes a delegated entity shall submit a certified copy of such delegation to the Executive Secretary.
2     The individual certifying as ‘Exporter’ must be an appropriate authority approved by the exporting company to make this declaration on the company’s behalf, but it must not be the same individual as the authority      
validating the export. 
3     A list of types is provided in the ‘Description of Fish’ section.

• CATCH HARVEST SECTION - (continued)

Validation



FARM STOCKING FORMFA

•	 Map of CCSBT Statistical Areas

INSTRUCTION SHEET

Commission for the 
Conservation of 
Southern Bluefin Tuna

CATCH MONITORING FORM Page 3 of 3



FARM STOCKING FORMFA

RE -
Document Number

•	 EXPORT	SECTION

Exporting State/Fishing Entity
Point	of	Export

City State or Province State/Fishing Entity

Name of Processing Establishment (if applicable) Address of Processing Establishment (if applicable)

Catch Tagging Form Document Numbers (if applicable)

Description	of	Fish	from	previous	CDS	Document

Description	of	Fish	being	Exported

Product: F (Fresh) / FR 
(Frozen)

Type: RD/GGO/
GGT/DRO/DRT/
FL/OT*

Weight 
(kg)

Total Number of whole Fish 
(including RD/GGO/GGT/DRO/
DRT)

* For Other (OT): Describe the 
type of product

Flag State/Fishing Entity Date of previous Import/Landing

Product: F (Fresh) / FR 
(Frozen)

Type: RD/GGO/
GGT/DRO/DRT/
FL/OT*

Weight 
(kg)

Total Number of whole 
Fish (including RD/
GGO/GGT/DRO/DRT)

* For Other (OT): Describe the 
type of product

Destination (State/Fishing Entity)

Certification by	Exporter:	I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Name Signature Date Licence No. / Company Name

Validation by	Authority: I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.
Name and Title Signature

Date

Final	Point	of	Import

City State or Province State/Fishing Entity

Certification by	Importer:	I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Name Address Signature Date

RE-EXPORT/EXPORT	AFTER	LANDING	
OF	DOMESTIC	PRODUCT	FORM

Catch Documentation Scheme

Commission	for	the	
Conservation	of	
Southern	Bluefin	Tuna

Within this form, the term “Export” includes both exports and re-exports

  Full Shipment        Partial Shipment (tick only one)

Form Number of Preceding Document (Catch Monitoring Form, 
or Re-Export/Export After Landing of Domestic Product Form)

•	 IMPORT	SECTION

NOTE: The organization/person which validates the Export section shall verify the copy of the original CCSBT CDS Document. Such a verified copy of the original CCSBT CDS
document must be attached to the Re-export/Export after Landing of Domestic Product (RE) Form. When SBT is Exported, all verified copies of concerned forms must be attached.

OFF
ICIAL 

SE
AL

Or

  Re-Export       Export after Landing of Domestic Product (tick only one)Or



 Exporting		State/Fishing	Entity:	 Enter the Exporting State/Fishing Entity.
 Point	of	Export:	 Enter the City, State or Province, and State/Fishing Entity of the point of Export.
 Name	of	Processing	Establishment	(If	applicable): Enter the full name of the Processing establishment (only required if further processing has taken place since the preceding CDS  
 form).
 Address	of	Processing	Establishment	(If	applicable): Enter the full Address of the Processing establishment (only required if further processing has taken place since the preceding  
 CDS form).
 Catch	Tagging	Form	Document	Number(s)	(if	applicable):  Enter the Document number of any Catch Tagging Forms that are associated with this form. This will be a subset of the  
 Catch Tagging Forms that were recorded on the previous CDS document. The subset should include the Catch Tagging Forms for all whole SBT (including RD,GG,DR etc) that are   
 being exported on this form. If no whole SBT are being exported, this field can be left empty. 

This section must describe all the SBT from the previous CDS document.
 Flag	State/	Fishing	Entity:	 Enter the original catch/harvest Flag State/Fishing Entity.
 Date	of	previous	Import/Landing: Enter the date (dd/mm/yyyy) of the import or landing from the previous CDS document.
NOTE:	Each	row	shall	describe	only	one	product	type
	 Product:	Enter the product as either FRESH (F) or FROZEN (FR).
 Type: Enter the type code from the table below that most closely matches the type of the SBT. For OT, describe the type of product, and specify a conversion factor.

CODE NAME DESCRIPTION
RD Round SBT Without any processing
GGO Gilled and Gutted - Tail on Processed with gills and gut removed. Operculae (gill plates/covers) and dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed 
GGT Gilled and Gutted - Tail off Processed with gills, gut and tail removed. Operculae (gill plates/covers) and dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
DRO Dressed - Tail on Processed with gills, gut, operculae (gill plates/covers) and head removed. Dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
DRT Dressed - Tail off Processed with gills, gut, operculae (gill plates/covers), head and tail removed. Dorsal, pelvic and anal fins may or may not be removed
FL Fillet Processed further than DRT, with the trunk cut into fillets
OT Other None of the above

 Weight(kg): Enter the weight (kg) of the fish.
 Total	Number	of	whole	Fish	(including	RD,GGO,GGT,DRO,DRT): Enter the number of fish that remain whole. A fish remains whole despite cleaning, gilling and gutting, freezing,  
 removing fins, operculae (gill plates/covers) and tail and removing the head or parts of the head. A fish is no longer considered to be whole if it has undergone processes such as   
 filleting or loining.
 Other:	Describe the type of product (if type is Other).

This Export of SBT must be described, the the highest degree of accuracy using the following information.
NOTE:	Each	row	shall	describe	only	one	product	type.
	 Product:	Enter the product being exported as either FRESH (F) or FROZEN (FR).
 Type: Enter the type code from the table of ‘Types’ in the previous section of these instructions that most closely matches the type of the SBT. For OT, describe the type of product,  
 and specify a conversion factor. 
 Weight(kg): Enter the weight (kg) of the fish being Exported.
 Total	Number	of	whole	Fish	(including	RD,GGO,GGT,DRO,DRT): Enter the number of fish that remain whole. A fish remains whole despite cleaning, gilling and gutting, freezing,  
 removing fins, operculae (gill plates/covers) and tail and removing the head or parts of the head. A fish is no longer considered to be whole if it has undergone processes such as   
 filleting or loining.
 Other:	Describe the type of product (if type is Other).
 Destination	(State/Fishing	Entity):	Enter the State/Fishing Entity to which the southern bluefin tuna is being exported.

 Certification	by	Exporter:	The Exporter1 must provide his/her name, signature, date (dd/mm/yyyy) and either the exporter license number or the exporter company name to certify  
 the information provided in relation to the export shipment (i.e. that the form correctly records what is being exported). If the exporter does not have a licence number or exporter  
 company name, then they should write their own name in this field.
 Validation	by	Authority:  Enter the name and full title of the official2 signing the document, together with the signature of the official, date (dd/mm/yyyy) and official seal.

FARM STOCKING FORMFA

•	 EXPORT	SECTION		

If a language other than one of the CCSBT official languages (English and Japanese) is used in completing the form, please add the English or Japanese translation on the Document.
The Re-export/Export after Landing of Domestic Product Form has 2 main sections: (1) Export; and (2) Import. 

		Within	this	form,	the	term	“Export”	includes	both	Exports	and	Re-exports.

The top of the form contains 4 additional pieces of information that must always be completed.  These are -
 Re-Export	or	Export	after	Landing	of	Domestic	Product: Tick only one box to indicate whether this is a Re-Export, or an Export after Landing of Domestic Product.
 Document	Number:  Enter the unique document number that was allocated by the State/Fishing Entity of origin for this form.
 Full	Shipment	or	Partial	Shipment:	Tick only one box to specify whether this Information is for a full or partial shipment. A Full shipment is where all the SBT in the preceding 
 document are being exported.  
 Form	number	of	Preceding	Document:	 Enter the unique Document Number of the CDS form that precedes this. (Catch Monitoring Form or Re-Export/Export after Landing of   
 Domestic Product Form).

INSTRUCTION SHEET

Commission	for	the	
Conservation	of	
Southern	Bluefin	Tuna

RE-EXPORT/EXPORT	AFTER	LANDING	
OF	DOMESTIC	PRODUCT	FORM

Description	of	Fish	from	previous	CDS	Document

This	form	must	accompany	all	re-exports	of	SBT	and	all	exports	of	SBT	that	have	previously	been	landed	as	domestic	product,	and	a	copy	must	be	provided	to	the	
issuing	State/Fishing	Entity.		

One	REEF	Form	must	be	issued	for:
•	 Each	CMF	that	was	previously	landed	as	domestic	product	but	is	now	being	exported,	OR
•	 Each	REEF	shipment	that	was	imported	and	is	being	re-exported,	together	with	a	copy	of	its	previously	associated	REEF(s)	and	CMF(s).

In	addition,	each	REEF	form	must	be	accompanied	by	a	copy	of	the	associated	Catch	Monitoring	Form	and	copies	of	any	previously	issued	Re-Export/Export	after	Land-
ing	of	Domestic	Product	Forms	for	the	SBT	being	exported.	
This	form	is	not	required	for	the	“first”	export	of	the	particular	SBT	if	those	SBT	are	being	landed	for	the	sole	purpose	of	exporting.		In	this	circumstance,	only	a	Catch	
Monitoring	Form	needs	to	be	created	and	accompany	the	product.

Description	of	Fish	being	Exported

Certification	and	Validation

1      The individual certifying as ‘Exporter’ must be an appropriate authority approved by the exporting company to make this declaration on the company’s behalf, but it must not be the same individual as the authority      
validating the export. 
2     The official must be in the employment of, or delegated by, the competent authority of the State/Fishing Entity that exported the SBT appearing on the document. The Member, 
    Co-operating Non-Member or Other State/Fishing Entity Cooperating in the CDS which utilizes a delegated entity shall submit a certified copy of such delegation to the Executive Secretary.

Page 1 of 2



 
	 City:	Enter the City of Import.
 State	or	Province:	Enter the State or Province of Import.
 State/Fishing	Entity: Enter the State/Fishing Entity of Final Import.

 Certification	by	Importer: The person or company that imports southern bluefin tuna must provide his/her/its name, address, signature, date (dd/mm/yyyy) on which the southern  
 bluefin tuna was imported. For fresh and chilled product, the signature of the importer may be substituted by a person of a customs clearance company when the authority for   
 signature is properly accredited to it by the importer.

FARM STOCKING FORMFA

•	 IMPORT	SECTION

INSTRUCTION SHEET

Commission	for	the	
Conservation	of	
Southern	Bluefin	Tuna

RE-EXPORT/EXPORT	AFTER	LANDING	
OF	DOMESTIC	PRODUCT	FORM

Final	Point	of	Import	

Certification
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Highly Migratory 
Species Dealer Reporting Family of 
Forms 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 13, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Rick Pearson, Atlantic 
Highly Migratory Species Management 
Division, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, 263 13th Avenue South, Saint 
Petersburg, FL 33701, (813) 486–2037 or 
Rick.A.Pearson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection, 

Under the provisions of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible 
for management of the Nation’s marine 
fisheries. NMFS must also promulgate 
regulations, as necessary and 
appropriate, to carry out obligations the 
United States (U.S.) undertakes 
internationally regarding tuna 
management through the Atlantic Tunas 
Convention Act (16 U.S.C. 971 et seq.). 

This collection serves as a family of 
forms for Atlantic highly migratory 
species (HMS) dealer reporting, 
including purchases of HMS from 
domestic fishermen, and the import, 
export, and/or re-export of HMS, 

including federally managed tunas, 
sharks, and swordfish. 

Transactions covered under this 
collection include purchases of Atlantic 
HMS from domestic fishermen; and the 
import/export of all bluefin tuna (BFT), 
frozen bigeye tuna (BET), southern 
bluefin tuna (SBT) or swordfish (SWO), 
regardless of geographic area of origin. 
This information is used to monitor the 
harvest of domestic fisheries, and/or 
track international trade of 
internationally managed species. 

The domestic dealer reporting 
covered by this collection includes 
weekly electronic landing reports and 
negative reports (e.g., reports of no 
activity) of Atlantic SWO, sharks, BET, 
albacore, yellowfin, and skipjack tunas 
(collectively referred to as BAYS tunas), 
and biweekly and daily landing reports 
for BFT, including tagging of individual 
fish. Also, because of the recent 
development of an individual bluefin 
quota (IBQ) management system (RIN 
0648–BC09), electronic entry of BFT 
landing card data is required for 
Atlantic BFT purchased from Longline 
and Purse seine category vessels. NMFS 
intends to consider integrating the data 
fields that have been collected on the 
Atlantic BFT Biweekly Dealer Report 
into the electronic system. However, at 
this time, dealers must submit to NMFS 
both electronic and faxed versions of 
BFT landing cards for purse seine and 
pelagic longline vessels. 

International trade tracking programs 
are required by both the International 
Commission for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission 
(IATTC) to account for all international 
trade of covered species. The U.S. is a 
member of ICCAT and required by 
ATCA to promulgate regulations as 
necessary and appropriate to implement 
ICCAT recommendations. These 
programs require that a statistical 
document (SD) or catch document (CD) 
accompany each export from and import 
to a member nation, and that a re-export 
certificate (RXC) accompany each re- 
export. The international trade reporting 
requirements covered by this collection 
include implementation of CD, SD, and 
RXC trade tracking programs for BFT, 
frozen BET, and SWO. U.S. regulations 
implementing ICCAT SD and CD 
programs require SDs and CDs for 
international transactions of the covered 
species from all ocean areas, so Pacific 
imports and exports must also be 
accompanied by SDs and CDs. Since 
there are SD programs in place under 
other international conventions (e.g., the 
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission), a SD 
from another program may be used to 

satisfy the SD requirement for imports 
into the United States. 

Dealers who internationally trade SBT 
are required to participate in a trade 
tracking program to ensure that 
imported Atlantic and Pacific BFT will 
not be intentionally mislabeled as 
‘‘southern bluefin’’ to circumvent 
reporting requirements. This action is 
authorized under ATCA, which 
provides for the promulgation of 
regulations as may be necessary and 
appropriate to carry out ICCAT 
recommendations. 

In addition to SD, CD, and RXC 
requirements, this collection includes 
biweekly reports to complement trade 
tracking SDs by summarizing SD data 
and collecting additional economic 
information. 

II. Method of Collection 

Methods of submission include 
electronic, mail, fax and tagging of fish. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0040. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for extension of a currently 
approved information collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
7,061. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes each for CD, SD, and RXC 
certificates; 15 minutes for CD/SD/RXC 
validation by government official; 120 
minutes for authorization of non- 
governmental CD/SD/RXC validation; 2 
minutes for daily Atlantic BFT landing 
reports; 3 minutes for daily Atlantic 
BFT landing reports from pelagic 
longline and purse seine vessels; 1 
minute for Atlantic BFT tagging; 15 
minutes for biweekly Atlantic BFT 
dealer landing reports; 15 minutes for 
HMS international trade biweekly 
reports; 15 minutes for weekly 
electronic HMS dealer landing reports 
(e-dealer); 5 minutes for negative weekly 
electronic HMS dealer landing reports 
(e-dealer); 15 minutes for voluntary 
fishing vessel and catch forms; 2 
minutes for provision of HMS dealer 
email address. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 18,700. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $154,155. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
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agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 4, 2015. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–02583 Filed 2–9–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD527 

Marine Mammals; File No. 18638 and 
17305 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
scientific research permits have been 
issued to the following entities for the 
collection, import and export of marine 
mammal specimens: 

File No. 18638: National Marine 
Mammal Laboratory (NMML, Dr. John 
Bengtson, Responsible Party), 7600 
Sand Point Way NE., Seattle, WA 98115; 
and 

File No. 17305: Alliance of Marine 
Mammal Parks and Aquariums, 218 N. 
Lee Street, Suite 200, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314 (Kathleen Dezio, 
Responsible Party). 
ADDRESSES: The permits and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone: 
(301) 427–8401; fax: (301) 713–0376. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Skidmore or Amy Sloan; phone: 
(301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
October 30, 2014, notice was published 

in the Federal Register (79 FR 64571) 
that requests for permits to import 
marine mammal specimens for scientific 
research had been submitted by the 
above-named applicants. The requested 
permits have been issued under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations 
governing the taking and importing of 
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216), the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), 
the regulations governing the taking, 
importing, and exporting of endangered 
and threatened species (50 CFR parts 
222–226), and the Fur Seal Act of 1966, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.). 

Permit No. 18638 authorizes NMML 
to collect specimens from dead cetacean 
and pinniped species, and to receive, 
import, and export specimens taken 
legally worldwide. Samples (up to 
100,000 individuals from each taxa 
group) would be archived, transported, 
shared, and analyzed by researchers in 
order to optimize the amount of 
biological information gained from each 
animal. No takes of live animals are 
authorized. This permit expires on 
December 31, 2019. 

Permit No. 17305 authorizes The 
Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and 
Aquariums to receive, import and 
export samples (hard and soft parts) 
from all species of marine mammals 
(pinnipeds except walrus, and 
cetaceans) under the jurisdiction of the 
NMFS. Specimens and parts would 
come from individual animals (up to 
700 cetaceans and 400 pinnipeds) 
already taken under separate 
authorization. No takes of live animals 
are authorized. This permit expires on 
January 31, 2020. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activities proposed are categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

As required by the ESA, issuance of 
these permits was based on a finding 
that such permit: (1) Was applied for in 
good faith; (2) will not operate to the 
disadvantage of such endangered 
species; and (3) is consistent with the 
purposes and policies set forth in 
section 2 of the ESA. 

Dated: February 4, 2015. 
Perry F. Gayaldo, 
Deputy Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–02609 Filed 2–9–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XK54 

Marine Mammals; File No. 13602 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit 
amendment. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr. 
Terrie Williams, Long Marine 
Laboratory, Institute of Marine Sciences, 
University of California at Santa Cruz, 
100 Shaffer Road, Santa Cruz, CA has 
been issued a minor amendment to 
Permit No. 13602–01. 

ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone: 
(301) 427–8401; fax: (301) 713–0376. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Skidmore or Amy Sloan; phone: 
(301) 427–8401. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
requested amendment has been granted 
under the authority of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and 
the regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216). 

Permit No. 13602–01 (76 FR 7823) 
authorizes the permit holder to conduct 
energetic and physiological research on 
captive odontocetes and pinnipeds 
(including threatened and endangered 
species) to determine key physiological 
factors required for survival. Research 
may occur at Long Marine Laboratory 
and other institutions in the U.S. and 
includes permanently captive marine 
mammals and those undergoing 
rehabilitation. This minor amendment 
(No. 13602–02) extends the duration of 
the permit one year, through September 
7, 2015, but does not change any other 
terms or conditions of the permit. 

Dated: February 4, 2015. 

Perry F. Gayaldo, 
Deputy Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–02610 Filed 2–9–15; 8:45 am] 
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