
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
03/23/2016Date

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received

03/22/2016

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection
RegularTYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED:

TITLE: Highly Migratory Species Dealer Reporting Family of Forms

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0040

EXPIRATION DATE: 07/31/2018

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 169,196 39,960 12,433

New 169,196 39,960 12,433

Difference

    Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

    Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

    Change due to PRA Violation 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: Terms of the previous clearance remain in effect.

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini
Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

201603-0648-016ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

DISCONTINUE DATE:



List of ICs
IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation

Application for authorization for
non-government validation

50 CFR 300 Subpart M

HMS Dealer Weekly Landing
Reports for Sharks, Swordfish
and BAYS Tuna including
negative reports and capital
costs

NA eDealer reporting for HMS

Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Daily
Landing Report and Tag

88-144 Dealer report form for large,
medium and giant Atlantic
bluefin tuna

Statistical Documents, Catch
Documents and Re-export
Certificates with validation
burden included where
applicable

NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA,
NA

U.S. Bluefin Tuna Catch
Document, ICCAT Swordfish
Statistical Document, ICCAT
Bigeye tuna statistical
document, CCSBT Southern
Bluefin Tuna Statistical
document, ICCAT swordfish
re-export  certificate, IATCC
Bigeye Tuna Re-export
certificate, ICCAT Bluefin tuna
re-export certificate, CCSBT
Southern BFT re-export
certificate

Bluefin tuna domestic landing
biweekly report

NA Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Biweekly
Report

Voluntary Vessel and Catch
Form (fishermen complete for
dealers)

NA Fishing Vessel Information
Required of Dealers for
Completion of the HMS Dealer
Landing Report

HMS International Trade
Biweekly Report

NA HMS International Trade
Biweekly Report

Email address given to NMFS 50 CFR 635.5
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JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES DEALER REPORTING FAMILY OF FORMS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0040 
 

This request seeks to make a minor change, per Final Rule 0648-BF17, to the previously 
approved information collection which covers the collection of Atlantic bluefin tuna import, 
export, and re-export data from dealers holding international trade permits (ITP) (OMB Control 
No. 0648-0040).  International trade data are necessary to improve tracking of bluefin tuna catch 
and commerce, as well as to detect fraud and deter illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) 
shipments.  Collection of Atlantic bluefin tuna trade data is required by recommendations 
adopted by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).  
Under the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act, the Secretary shall promulgate such regulations as 
may be necessary and appropriate to carry out ICCAT recommendations.  ITP holder reporting is 
implemented under the highly migratory species international trade documentation and tracking 
regulations at 50 CFR § 300.180-189. 
 
International fisheries regulations at §300.185 require bluefin tuna international trade data to be 
collected via paper bluefin tuna catch documents (BCDs).  The data fields collected include 
vessel number, vessel name, vessel flag, landing date, landing area, number of fish, average 
weight, total weight, gear, tag number, product description, exporter information, and importer 
information.  In 2015, ICCAT adopted Recommendation 15-10 requiring international trade data 
collection via an electronic bluefin tuna catch documentation system (eBCD system), with 
implementation on May 1, 2016.  In conjunction with implementation of the eBCD system under 
Final Rule 0648-BF17, electronic entry of these data will be necessary for Atlantic bluefin tuna 
imported, exported, or re-exported by ITP holders.  Electronic data are necessary to improve the 
timely management of international bluefin tuna trade. 
 
ITP holders will be pre-registered in the eBCD system using previously collected permit data.  
The same data fields will be collected in the eBCD system as in the paper BCD.  Many of the 
data fields will be either prepopulated (i.e., dealer information, date) or available via drop-down 
menu (landing area, gear, product description) to reduce reporting burden.  The reporting burden 
for paper BCDs is estimated at 5 minutes per form and the electronic BCDs would have an 
equivalent reporting burden.  All other dealer reporting requirements and associated reporting 
burden under 0648-0040 remain the same.  

NMFS received a comment from an environmental non-governmental organization, both in 
writing and verbally during a public conference call/webinar on October 13, 2015.  A summary 
of that comment is provided below along with NMFS’s response.  

 Comment 1:  We fully support the transition to an electronic system by May 2016. Full 
implementation of the eBCD system will benefit the U.S. fishing community by reducing 
opportunities for criminal activity, rewarding compliant fishermen, and supporting this valuable 
fishery’s long-term sustainable management. 
 
 Response:  NMFS agrees. The measures implemented by this rule would improve 
tracking of bluefin tuna catch and trade, enhancing ICCAT’s ability to monitor trade and identify 



2 
 

any discrepancies between the amount of product in international trade and authorized quotas, 
and reduce the possibility of IUU bluefin tuna entering U.S. commerce.  NMFS also agrees that 
use of the eBCD system should be implemented by the May 1, 2016 deadline adopted by ICCAT 
in Recommendation 15-10 and consistent with the provisions in that Recommendation. 
 
 
 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95


	0040 change justification (BF17) 032116.pdf
	This request seeks to make a minor change, per Final Rule 0648-BF17, to the previously approved information collection which covers the collection of Atlantic bluefin tuna import, export, and re-export data from dealers holding international trade per...


	Agency: DOC/NOAA/NMFS
	1: 0
	2: 6
	3: 4
	4: 8
	oldres: 
	oldresp: 
	newres: 
	nreresp: 
	oldper: 
	newper: 
	oldhours: 
	new hours: 
	diff: 
	pc: 
	adj: 
	5: 0  
	6: 0 
	7: 4
	8: 0
	exp: Per Final Rule 0648-BF17, bluefin tuna catch documents (BCDs) will now be submitted electronically, at the same estimated burden as the paper documents. Users will be pre-registered in the new system.
	newomcost: 
	totcost: 
	new totcost: 
	costdiff: 
	costpc: 
	omcost: 
	costadj: 
	sosig: 
	sodate: 
	initials: 
	Text1: 
	Text2: 


